Cftc  Libtarp 

of  tt>e 

fantoersitp  of  J13ott&  Carolina 


Collection  of  jRorti)  Caroliniana 

0  3^3.13 

A5  \3l 

_5Zi 


.  •  . 


This  book  must  not 
be  taken  from  the 
Library  building. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  N.C.  AT  CHAPEL  HILL 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2019  with  funding  from 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 


https://archive.org/details/proceedingsofann1237amer 


YEARBOOK 


*8? 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

DEPARTMENT  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA 


Proceedings 

of 

First,  Second,  and  Third  Annual  Conventions 

1921,  1922,  and  1923 


OFFICERS 


Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  Charlotte - 

Mrs.  Grant  Sheppard,  Linwood - 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Thomas,  Waynesville - 

Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  Winston-Salem - 

(P.  O.  Box  1147) 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  Rocky  Mount _ 

Miss  Lida  Rodman,  Washington _ 


_ President 

_ First  Vice-President 

_ Second  Vice-President 

Secretary  and  Treasurer 

_ Chaplain 

_ Historian 


Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  Salisbury _ National  President  8  and  40 

Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Winston-Salem _ Nat’l  Committee  Woman 


COMMITTEES 


Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Hickory _ 

Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews,  New  Bern _ 

Mrs.  Oscar  Rand,  Greensboro _ 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington _ 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  Monroe _ 

Mrs.  Grant  Sheppard,  Linwood _ 

Mrs.  D.  B.  Desbriere  Irwin,  Raleigh 
Mrs.  Beverdy  J.  Miller,  Charlotte _ 


Welfare  and  Hospital  Relief 

_ Americansm 

_ Finance 

_ Legislation 

_ _ _ War  Orphans 

_ Memorial 

_ Prisons 

_ Publicity 


DISTRICT  COMMITTEE  WOMEN 


Mrs.  W.  B.  Rodman,  Jr.  . 

Miss  Orie  Moseley _ 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Daniel _ 

Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcock _ 

Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann _ 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Cantwell,  Jr._ 

Mrs.  Charles  Young _ 

Mrs.  W.  Fred  Morrow— 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice _ 

Mrs.  Gabe  H.  Croom _ 


—Washington 

_ Kinston 

_ New  Bern 

Rocky  Mount 
—  High  Point 

_ Wilmington 

_ Lexington 

_ _ Mooresville 

_ Charlotte 

_ Asheville 


^v-  3 


I 


PRESS  OF 

COMMERCIAL  PR1NTINS  COMPART 
CHARLOTTE.  H.  C. 


LIST  OF  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARIES 


Albemarle — Walter  B.  Hill  Post _ Mrs.  H.  G.  Vick,  Pres. 

Asheville — KiflFen  Rockwell  Post _ Mrs.  Frank  Whitman,  Pres. 

Belmont — ^uten-Stowe  Post _ Mrs.  S.  P.  Stowe,  Pres. 

Brevard — Monroe-Wilson  Post _ Mrs.  A.  D.  Perkins,  Pres. 

Bryson  City — Caro  E.  Freeman  Post _ Mrs.  Frank  E.  Fry,  Pres. 

Charlotte — Hornets’  Nest  Post _ Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice,  Pres. 

Clinton — Leon  L.  Daughtery  Post _ Mrs.  S.  L.  Oliver,  Pres. 

Canton — Varner  Rhinehart  Post _ Mrs.  A.  D.  Wood,  Pres. 

Chapel  Hill — Chapel  Hill  Post _ Mrs.  Geo.  Elliott,  Pres. 

Concord — Fred  Y.  McConnell  Post _ Mrs.  W.  M.  Sherrill,  Pres. 

Durham — Durham  Post _ Mrs.  R.  A.  Knight,  Act.  Pres. 

Fuquav  Springs — Fuquay  Springs  Post _ Mrs.  Elmo  Fish,  Pres. 

Fayetteville — Cumberland  Post _ Mrs.  W.  A.  Wray,  Pres. 

Enfield — Currie  Bumpass  Post _ Mrs.  H.  S.  Harrison,  Pres. 

Gastonia — Gaston  Post _ Mrs.  E.  B.  Denny,  Pres. 

Greensboro — Henry  K.  Burtner  Post _ Mrs.  Harry  R.  Bush,  Pres. 

Greenville — Pitt  County  Post  Mrs.  Chas.  O.  H.  Laughinghouse,  Pres. 

Goldsboro — Wayne  Post _ Mrs.  E.  R.  Micheaux,  Pres. 

Henderson — Henderson  Post _ Mrs.  J.  W.  Cooper,  Pres. 

Hendersonville — Herbert  M.  Smith  Post _ Mrs.  J.  W.  Williams,  Pres. 

Hamlet — Hamlet  Post _ Mrs.  L.  A.  Corning,  Pres. 

Hickory — Hickory  Post _ Mrs.  E.  L.  Shuford,  Pres. 

High  Point — Andrew  Jackson  Post _  Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann,  Pres. 

Kinston — Jos.  Dixon  Rountree  Post _ Mrs.  Orie  Moseley,  Pres. 

Lumberton — Lumberton  Post _ Mrs.  A.  V.  G.  Wishart,  Pres. 

Lenoir — Dysart  Kendall  Post _ Mrs.  G.  C.  Courtney,  Pres. 

Lexington — Lexington  Post _ Mrs.  Frank  Hill,  Pres. 

Louisburg — Jambes  Post _ Mrs.  C.  K.  Cook,  Pres. 

Marion — McDowell  Post _ Mrs.  Homer  Beamon,  Pres. 

Mebane — Mebane  Post _ Mrs.  Geo.  Holt,  Pres. 

Morehead  City — Morehead  City  Post _ 

Mooresville — Mooresville  Post _ Mrs.  W.  Fred  Morrow,  Pres. 

Monroe — Melvin  Deese  Post _ Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Pres. 

New  Bern — Donnerson  Hawkins  Post _ Mrs.  Tom  C.  Daniels,  Pres. 

Newton — Newton  Post _ Mrs.  W.  W.  Trott,  Pres. 

North  Wilkesboro — Wilkes  County  Post _ Mrs.  Ellen  Finley,  Pres. 

Pilot  Mountain — Walter  Smith  Post _ Mrs.  Gertrude  Smith,  Pres. 

Raleigh — Raleigh  Post _ Mrs.  T.  C.  Powell,  Pres. 

Reidsville — Coleman  Southard  Post _ Mrs.  H.  R.  Scott,  Pres. 

Rocky  Mount — Coleman  Pitt  Post _ Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  Pres. 

Red  Springs — Charlie  Bell  Post _ Mrs.  Layton  McGugan,  Pres. 


6 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


Roxboro— Lester  Blackwell  Post - Mrs.  W.  T.  Kirby,  Pres. 

Rutherfordton— Fred  Williams  Post _ Mrs.  Leslie  L.  Taylor,  Pres. 

Salisbury— Samuel  C.  Hart  Post - Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Pres. 

Sanford — Lee  County  Post - Mrs.  D.  M.  Gurley,  Pres. 

Scotland  Neck — Roanoke  Post - Mrs.  Rebe  Shields,  Pres. 

Snow  Hill— Shirley  Hill  Post _ Mrs.  Sam  H.  Overby,  Pres. 

Southern  Pines— Sand  Hills  Post _ Mrs.  Nelson  Courtney,  Pres. 

(Aberdeen,  N.  C.) 

Spring  Hope — Vester  Wheless  Post - Mrs.  Robt.  L.  Pitts,  Pres. 

Spray — James  Hundall  Post - Mrs.  Luther  Hodges,  Act.  Pres. 

Statesville— Hurst  Turner  Post _ -—Mrs.  Alex  Sharpe,  Pres. 

St.  Pauls — Forest  Post - Mrs.  C.  f.  Poole,  Pres. 

Tarboro— Tarboro  Post _ Mrs.  Forrest  Sledge,  Pres. 

Warrenton — Stephen  E.  Burroughs  Post — Mrs.  C.  R.  Rodwell,  Pres. 

Washington— Beaufort  County  Post _ Mrs.  W.  P.  Baughm,  Pres. 

Waynesville — Francis  Arrington  Post - Mrs.  A.  B.  Thomas,  Pres. 

Weldon— Shaw  Post _ Mrs.  W.  G.  Sinter,  Pres. 

Wendell— Cedric  Harris  Post _ Mrs.  E.  W.  Harris,  Pres. 

Wilmington — Wilmington  Post _ Mrs.  Eleanor  K.  Loughlin,  Pres. 

Wilson — Robt.  E.  Anderson  Post - Mrs.  Stickney  Boyd,  Pres. 

Winton — Hertford  Post _ 

Winston-Salem — Clyde  Bolling  Post - Mrs.  Dallas  Kirby,  Pres. 

Raeford — _ Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston,  Pres. 

Davidson — _ Mrs.  J.  H.  Brown,  Pres. 

Sylva — _ Mrs.  C.  Z.  Cauder,  Pres. 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


DEPARTMENT  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA 


Third  Annual  Convention 


ROCKY  MOUNT 

Wednesday  and  Thursday,  September  12  and  13 

1923 


OFFICERS  1921-1922 


Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  Salisbury - President 

Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  Raleigh - - First  Vice-President 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Williams,  Hendersonville - Second  Vice-President 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Marsh,  Salisbury - 

Miss  Marie  Torrence,  Gastonia - 

Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Winston-Salem - Chaplain 

Mrs.  Louis  Owen,  Winston-Salem - Historian 

Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  Salisbury _ National  Committee  Woman 

Mrs.  Minnie  Fag g  Malloy,  Asheville _ Alternate  Nat  l  Com.  Woman 


:} 


Secretary  and  Treasurer 


OFFICERS  1922-1923 

Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Winston-Salem - : - President 

Mrs.  Chas.  D.  Benbow,  Jr.,  Greensboro - First  Vice-President 

Mrs.  Robert  Redwood,  Asheville - Second  Vice-President 

Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  Winston-Salem _ Secretary  and  Treasurer 

Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Baughm,  Washington - Chaplain 

Mrs.  Louis  F.  Owen,  Winston-Salem - - Historian 

Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  Salisbury _ National  Committee  Woman 

Mrs.  Gabe  Croom,  Wilmington _ Alternate  Nat’l  Com.  Woman 


DISTRICT  COMMITTEE  WOMEN 


Mrs.  W.  B.  Rodman,  Jr.,  Washington _ District  No.  1 

Miss  Orie  Moseley,  Kinston _ District  No.  2 

Mrs.  Clyde  Eby,  New  Bern _ District  No.  3 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Raleigh _ District  No.  4 

Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann,  High  Point _ District  No.  5 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Cantwell,  Jr.,  Wilmington _ District  No.  6 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Olive,  Lexington _ District  No.  7 

Mrs.  Max  Barker,  Salisbury _ District  No.  8 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Bost,  Hickory _ District  No.  9 

Mrs.  Thomas  Rollins,  Asheville _ District  No.  10 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Welfare  and  Hospital  Relief _ Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  Charlotte 

Americanism  and  Immigration _ Mrs.  Gabe  Croom,  Wilmington 

War  Orphans - Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  Rocky  Mount 

Reconstruction - Mrs.  Alex  Sharpe,  Statesville 

Legislation - Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington 

Finance - Mrs.  Oscar  Rand,  Greensboro 


Third  Annual  Convention 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Department  of  North  Carolina 

The  Third  Annual  Convention  American  Legion  Auxili¬ 
ary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  met  in  Rocky  Mount, 
September  12  and  13,  1923,  at  the  Ricks  Hotel.  The  Con¬ 
vention  was  called  to  order  at  9.45  a.  m.,  September  12,  by 
Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  General  Chairman. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  Department  President;  Mrs.  L.  D. 
Magette,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Par¬ 
liamentarian;  Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  National  Committee 
Woman;  and  Mrs.  R.  P.  Holt,  State  President  of  the  United 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  were  escorted  to  the  rostrum 
by  Mrs.  George  Mabry  and  Mrs.  L.  D.  Bulluck,  Sergeants- 
at-Arms,  after  which  Mrs.  Norfleet  took  charge  of  the 
meeting. 

The  entire  membership  of  the  Convention  joined  heartily 
in  singing  “America,”  after  which  prayer  was  offered,  led 
by  Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill. 

After  the  beautiful  Flag  ceremony,  greetings  were 
extended  to  the  Convention,  as  follows : 

From  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  Colonial 
Dames,  by  Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill : 

Across  three  centuries  of  time,  in  glad  welcome  to  you,  are  joined 
the  hands  of  the  oldest  and  youngest  patriotic  societies  of  America. 

As  spokesman  for  the  local  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames,  the 
oldest  sister  of  the  family,  I  give  you  greeting,  and  take  you  to  our 
heart. 

As  mouthpiece  of  the  local  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
the  youngest  of  them  all,  I  welcome  you  right  heartily,  and  place 
ourselves  at  your  command. 


8 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


The  purposes  for  which  we  meet  need  no  explanation  nor  extol- 
ment. 

This  organization  was  born  of  the  love  and  grief  and  tears  of  wives 
and  mothers,  of  sisters  and  sweethearts. 

In  the  long  cruel  days  when  our  boys  across  the  sea  were  daily 
looking  into  the  face  of  death,  there  was  not  a  woman,  who  had  a 
loved  one  over  there,  who  did  not,  in  her  heart  of  hearts,  erect  a 
shrine  at  which  to  kneel  and  prayerfully  remember.  The  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  is  merely  the  merger  into  one  great  holy  sanctuary 
of  all  these  lesser  shrines.  It  is  our  pride  that  each  woman  enrolled 
is  an  active  worker.  There  are  no  honorary  or  ornamental  members. 
It  is  our  woman’s  vow  that  the  soldier  boys  of  that  invincible  army 
shall  never  be  forgotten.  It  is  our  woman’s  pledge  that  the  maimed 
and  wounded,  the  sick  and  diseased — casualties  of  that  conflict — who 
offered  their  vigorous  young  manhood  on  their  country’s  altar,  shall 
be  lovingly  ministered  to.  This  Convention  will  formulate  plans  to 
carry  out  these  high  and  holy  purposes,  and  Rocky  Mount  is  honored 
in  your  coming. 

This  welcome,  heartfelt  as  it  is,  would  not  be  complete  without 
grateful  reference  to  our  Department  President.  With  a  love  that 
has  not  faltered,  and  an  energy  that  has  never  grown  weary,  she  has 
co-operated  gladly,  efficiently,  and  ably  in  every  effort  we  have  put 
forth  to  make  this  an  auspicious  and  successful  occasion.  It  is  an 
easy  task  to  follow  so  enthusiastic  a  leader.  Likewise,  in  no  uncer¬ 
tain  terms,  do  we  express  our  thanks  to  the  Department  Secretary, 
who  has  so  consistently  and  untiringly  wrought  for  the  well-being 
of  the  Auxiliary  as  a  whole,  and  for  the  success  of  this  occasion  in 
particular. 

In  the  name  of  this  local  Unit,  and  in  behalf  of  its  united  member¬ 
ship,  we  extend  to  both  our  thanks. 

And  now,  we  bid  you  rich  welcome  to  our  little  city.  We  are 
happy  that  you  are  here!  The  matronly  Colonial  Dame,  and  the  rosy 
infant  Auxiliary,  with  equal  warmth,  salute  you! 

From  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the 
United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  by  Mrs.  R.  P.  Holt: 

Madam  President,  members  of  the  Auxiliary,  to  the  American 
Legion  Friends:  I  am  indeed  happy  to  welcome  you,  the  sister 
organization  of  my  beloved  U.  D.  C. ;  and,  representing  the  six 
thousand  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Division,  I  bring  you  loving 
greetings;  and  may  our  organizations,  which  in  a  great  part  are 
made  up  of  the  same  women,  always  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  in 
carrying  on  our  patriotic  work. 
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In  the  name  of  Bethel  Heroes  Chapter,  U.  D.  C.,  and  Micajah 
Petway  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  I  welcome  you  to  our  city,  our  homes, 
and  our  hearts;  may  your  stay  among  us  be  a  happy  one.  Again, 
I  welcome  you,  and  place  the  members  of  my  organizations  at  your 
command  while  you  are  with  us. 

From  the  Womans'  Club  by  Mrs.  Thos.  H.  Battle: 

Response  to  these  delightful  greetings  was  made  by  Mrs. 
John  T.  Lowe : 

As  the  day  of  this  big  State  Convention  at  Rocky  Mount  of  the 
North  Carolina  Department  of  the  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary 
has  approached,  and  we  learned  of  your  splendid  preparations  for  our 
comfort  and  pleasure,  our  anticipations  have  reached  tip-toe  height. 
Now,  with  the  realization  of  being  here,  listening  to  your  cordial 
greeting — as  the  college  girl  would  say,  we  are  thrilled  with  delight. 

Mrs.  Spruill  and  co-workers,  through  you  we  thank  Rocky  Mount 
for  the  invitation  to  your  city  of  homes  and  industry,  distinguished 
citizens  and  eastern  hospitality.  We  thank  you  for  the  excellent 
arrangements  you  have  made  for  the  execution  of  the  work  of  the 
Convention. 

Mrs.  Battle,  we  are  grateful  for  the  fellowship  of  the  Woman’s 
Club  which  ably  stands  a  union  of  all  for  the  good  of  all. 

And  Mrs.  Holt,  since  blood  is  thicker  than  water,  we  experience 
a  peculiar  pride  in  commendation  from  our  older  sister-historical 
organizations,  the  U.  D.  C.,  D.  A.  R.,  and  Colonial  Dames — those 
who  in  the  Red  Cross  and  in  interests  of  World  War  Veterans  have 
amalgamated  in  work  for  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

If  time  permitted,  I  would  like  to  express  appreciation  for  the 
particular  efforts  of  each,  such  as  Miss  Poppenhem’s  Hero  Fund, 
endowment  of  beds  in  hospitals  in  France,  preservation  of  World 
War  Records,  the  erection  of  memorials  in  the  way  of  city  chimes 
and  drinking  fountains,  contributions  to  Memorial  Funds,  donations 
to  Oteen,  and  co-operation  in  celebrating  Armistice  Day. 

This  expression  of  a  common  purpose  reminds  me  of  the  story 
of  an  old  English  farmer,  who  had  been  listening  to  a  sermon  by 
Bishop  Howe.  He  went  up  to  the  Bishop  after  the  sermon,  and  said, 
“Bishop,  I  certainly  am  glad  I  came  today;  I’ve  learned  something.” 
“I’m  glad  you’ve  been  benefited,  my  good  man,”  said  the  Bishop. 
“What  have  you  learned?”  “Well,  I’ll  tell  you,”  said  the  farmer; 
“I’ve  learned  that  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  is  places.  Durn  me,  if  I 
ain’t  been  thinking  for  twenty  years  they  was  man  and  wife.”  My 
mental  processes  have  just  been  the  reverse  of  this.  For  twenty 
years  I’ve  thought  of  the  Colonial  Dames,  D.  A.  R.,  U.  D.  C.,  and 
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Woman’s  Club  as  coldly  aloof  one  from  the  other.  Today  I  see  them 
intermarried  in  unity  of  purposes  in  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary. 

You  have  often  been  told  that,  by  the  mere  pronunciation  of  the 
one  word,  “Mesopotamia,”  an  audience  has  been  moved  from  laughter 
to  tears,  evolving  that  it  is  not  the  word  but  the  emotions  of  the 
heart  and  voice  behind  the  word  which  conveys  the  feeling.  Now, 
since  there  is  but  one  English  vocabulary,  and  words  of  gratitude 
must  necessarily  be  the  same,  I  am  asking  you  to  think  of  the  joy 
in  the  heart  of  every  visitor  present  when  I  say,  in  behalf  of  the 
North  Craolina  Department  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  I 
thank  you  for  this  royal  welcome. 

Hon.  T.  T.  Horne,  Mayor  of  Rocky  Mount,  was  next 
introduced,  and  in  his  own  way  made  the  ladies  of  the 
Convention  feel  at  home,  by  his  inspiring  address  of  wel¬ 
come  to  them. 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME 

Madam  President  and  Ladies  of  the  Convention: 

The  duty,  a  real  and  gracious  privilege,  has  fallen  to  me  of  extend¬ 
ing  to  you,  in  the  name  of  the  City  of  Rocky  Mount,  a  most  cordial 
and  sincere  welcome.  It  is  really  a  work  of  superogation  for  the 
average  man,  such  as  the  speaker,  to  express  to  you  in  words  the  fact 
that  you  are  welcome  visitors.  Such  a  charming  and  cultured  gather¬ 
ing  as  this  one  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  know  that  we  are 
delighted  to  have  them  with  us,  and  that  it  will  be  a  source  of  real 
regret  when  the  Convention  adjourns  and  its  members  return  to  their 
homes. 

We  can,  however,  on  this  occasion,  and  to  such  an  audience,  dis¬ 
pense  with  sentiment,  and  yet  employ  in  the  expression  of  our  real 
feelings  the  language  of  graciousness  and  hospitality. 

The  World  War  has  been  fought  and  won;  no  one  will  deny  that 
you  belong  to  the  class  who  really  won  the  war.  The  victory  was  the 
fruit  of  careful  physical  and  mental  training,  of  ardent,  whole-hearted 
support  from  those  at  home;  and  to  you  belongs  the  credit  for  this 
preparatory  work,  and  stimulus  of  continual  and  intense  support  and 
help  while  the  great  conflict  was  raging. 

There  is  a  beautiful,  heroic  legend  that  has  come  down  to  us  in 
story  and  song,  of  twenty-five  hundred  years  ago,  when  Greece  was 
invaded  by  the  Persian  armies.  In  the  mountains  and  vales  of  ancient 
Sparta,  the  mothers  gathered  around  them  their  stalwart  sons,  gave 
them  their  shields,  buckled  on  their  swords,  and  told  them  to  go  to  the 
seacoast  and  fight  the  invading  enemy,  and  to  return  home  victors 
or  not  at  all.  Leonidas  and  his  immortal  band  of  three  hundred 
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Spartans,  thus  armed  and  inspired,  held  the  passes  at  Thermopylae 
until  the  last  man  died;  but  not  until  sufficient  forces  had  gathered 
behind  to  render  safe  and  secure  the  homes  and  land  of  the  heroic 
defenders  of  the  mountain  pass. 

Two  Virginia  ladies,  early  widowed,  and  loaded  with  unusual  cares 
and  burdens,  have  given  to  us  the  greatest  men  America  has  yet 
produced— George  Washington,  the  father  of  his  country;  and  the 
finest  type  of  Southern  chrivalry,  Robert  Edward  Lee. 

There  has  been  a  time  in  recent  years  when  events  came  to  pass 
greater  than  any  the  world  had  yet  known.  It  was  a  time  when  all 
the  world  went  to  war.  The  foundations  of  the  nations  were  broken 
up  like  that  of  the  great  deep  in  the  hour  of  creation.  The  modern 
Hun,  cultured  in  the  art  of  war  for  more  than  one  hundred  years, 
sought  to  establish  for  himself  universal  dominion,  and  to  win  for 
his  country  and  posterity  a  place  in  the  sun.  The  nations  were  panic- 
stricken  in  an  agony  of  fear  and  want.  God,  in  the  plenitude  of  his 
mercy  and  power,  sent  across  the  ocean,  to  redeem  and  save  a  lost 
world,  the  flower  and  glory  of  American  manhood.  It  was  an  army 
trained  in  American  homes,  alert,  keen  of  intelligence,  and  courageous 
of  heart — the  greatest  soldiers  the  world  has  ever  known.  They 
conquered  the  conquerers  of  Europe,  made  the  world  safe  for 
democracy,  and  the  home  places  of  the  nation  fit  and  decent  to  live 
in.  Those  in  this  audience  did  their  full  share  in  the  preparatory 
work  of  this  splendid  and  unsurpassed  American  army.  The  women 
of  America  never  faltered  in  loyalty  to  the  homeland,  and  in  their 
Red  Cross  work,  Liberty  Bond  drives,  and  nursing  in  the  hospitals, 
oftentimes  under  fire,  won  for  themselves  enduring  fame  and  im¬ 
mortality. 

We  welcome  you  to  our  city,  and  hope  that  your  stay  among  us 
will  be  so  delightful  and  pleasant  that  in  all  the  days  and  years  to 
come  you  can  look  back  upon  your  visit  here  as  the  brightest  place  in 
memory.  We  are  in  all  things  yours  to  command. 

Motion  was  made,  duly  seconded  and  carried,  to  dispense 
with  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  Convention. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Rules  and  Regulations  was 
read,  each  rule  taken  up  and  considered  separately.  No 
objection  and  each  was  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

To  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary: 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  draft  rules  for  the  Third  Annual 
Convention,  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following. 
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1.  A  speaker  shall  rise,  address  the  chair,  give  her  name  and  Unit, 
and  obtain  recognition  before  she  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

2.  No  one  shall  speak  a  second  time  on  the  same  question  if  a 
member  who  has  not  spoken  asks  for  the  floor;  and  no  member 
shall  speak  more  than  twice  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

3.  The  maker  of  a  motion  may  open  and  close  debate.  Debate 
shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes  to  each  speaker.  Debate  on  any 
question  shall  be  limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 

4.  No  extension  of  time  shall  be  allowed  to  a  speaker  or  to  debate 
on  a  question  except  by  two-thirds  vote. 

5.  All  main  motions  shall  be  written,  signed  by  the  mover,  and 
given  the  Recording  Secretary  before  the  close  of  session  at  which 
they  are  offered. 

6.  Parliamentary  procedure  as  laid  down  in  Roberts’  Rules  of 
Order,  Revised,  be  observed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  JOHN  T.  LOWE,  Chairman. 

MRS.  RAY  JOHNSON, 

MRS.  McDANIEL  LEWIS. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Department  Parliamentarian,  read 
the  following  rule  of  election : 

Article  VI.  Section  1.  Previous  to  the  session  for  the  election  of 
officers,  there  shall  be  a  Nominating  Committee  of  five  elected. 
Nominations  for  this  Committee  shall  be  from  the  floor,  and  five 
of  those  nominated  shall  be  selected  for  this  Committee.  Election 
of  officers  shall  follow  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee.  All 
elections  shall  be  by  ballot. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  Department  President,  read  Conven¬ 
tion  Committees,  as  follows : 

Constitution  and  By-Laws — Mrs.  R.  C.  Cantwell,  chairman;  Mrs. 
Lee  Bulluck,  Mrs.  R.  J.  Oliver,  Mrs.  John  E.  Ray,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Morrow,  Mrs.  Haywood  Foxall. 

Resolutions — Mrs.  Carl  Owen,  chairman;  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Mrs.  E. 
W.  Burt,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Bowling,  Miss  Orie  Moseley,  Mrs.  Alex  Sharpe, 
Mrs.  H.  Brantley. 

Standing  Rules — Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  chairman;  Mrs.  McDaniel 
Lewis,  Mrs.  Ray  Johnson. 

Laiason — Mrs.  Oscar  Rand,  chairman;  Mrs.  John  Barnes  Bruton, 
Mrs.  Grant  Shepherd,  Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews,  Miss  Minnie  Harmon. 

Credentials — Miss  Nell  Arrington,  chairman;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Higgins, 
Miss  Pattie  Cross. 
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Courtesies — Miss  Rebe  Shields,  chairman;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher, 
Mrs.  John  F.  Bruton,  Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann,  Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  Mrs. 
H.  S.  Harrison,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Baker. 

On  motion  from  the  floor,  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  was 
extended  to  Mrs.  Norfleet  for  her  loving  care  and  attention 
to  each  one  present. 

The  Convention  adjourned  at  eleven  o’clock  to  the  Opera 
House,  for  the  address  of  Brigadier-General  Frank  T. 
Hines,  Director  Veterans’  Bureau. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Afternoon  session  called  to  order  by  Mrs.  Norfleet,  De¬ 
partment  President. 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Thorpe  delighted  the  audience  with  that  beau¬ 
tiful  solo,  “Call  of  the  Flag,”  accompanied  by  Mrs.  T.  B. 
Suiter. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Edgerton,  who  will  conduct  the  tour  to  the 
National  Convention  to  be  held  in  California,  in  October, 
made  a  talk  on  this  subject,  explaining  the  cost  of  the  trip, 
route,  etc. 

The  Secretary  called  the  roll  by  Units,  delegates  from 
each  Unit  responding. 

The  Secretary  read  telegram  of  greetings  from  Mrs.  Chas. 
W.  Tillett,  State  Regent  of  the  North  Carolina  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  as  follows : 

Charlotte,  N.  C.,  September  12,  1923. 

Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet, 

President  Auxiliary  American  Legion  of  North  Carolina, 

Rocky  Mount. 

Deeply  regret  that  I  cannot  be  with  you  today,  to  bring  greetings 
from  the  North  Carolina  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
whose  aim  is  the  same  as  yours — service  to  home  and  country. 

MRS.  CHARLES  W.  TILLETT, 
State  Regent,  North  Carolina  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 
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Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet  then  made  her  inspiring  address 
to  the  Convention  as  follows : 

To  the  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

Five  years  ago,  the  world  was  convulsed  in  war — a  million  mothers 
had  sent  a  million  sons  across  the  seas  to  fight  a  foreign  foe;  thou¬ 
sands  of  patriotic  and  devoted  women,  filled  with  desire  for  service, 
left  quiet  homes,  following  our  men  even  close  to  the  front  lines  of 
battle,  ministering  to  the  sick  and  wounded,  giving  aid  and  comfort 
to  our  soldiers.  The  scars  of  war  have  marked  the  bodies  of  many 
of  these  boys,  and  seared  the  souls  of  all — men  and  women. 

Great  and  awful  lessons  were  presented  to  us  by  this  worldwide 
conflict — some  were  learned,  many  unheeded,  and  many  soon  forgot. 
In  the  active  life  of  our  busy  country,  it  sometimes  seems  as  if  all 
have  forgotten  the  war  and  the  great  sacrifice  made  by  those  who 
served  and  saved  us. 

If  there  were  no  other  purpose  in  the  hearts  of  the  members  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  than  to  cherish  the  memory  of  those 
who  suffered  for  us,  and  to  foster  a  spirit  of  everlasting  gratitude  to 
them,  our  organization  would  be  worthy  to  live.  But  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  means  more  than  to  express  sincere  gratitude  and 
cultivate  loving  memories  of  the  heroic  men  and  women  who  went 
to  war. 

In  this,  my  annual  report  as  your  Department  President,  I  will 
not  dwell  at  length  upon  the  history  and  purpose  of  our  association 
of  patriotic  women;  but  will  refer  you  to  the  splendid  report,  which 
will  be  printed  in  your  minutes,  of  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  the  Department 
President  of  last  year,  which  tells  so  eloquently  not  only  the  history 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  but  what  we  mean  and  hope  to  do. 
And  just  here  let  me  say  that  my  work  has  been  made  easier,  more 
pleasant,  and  more  successful  because  of  the  foundation  laid  by  your 
first  Department  President,  and  the  inspiration  she  radiated,  influ¬ 
encing  all  those  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 

The  work  to  me  has  been  a  labor  of  love,  and  while  there  have 
been  periods  of  discouragement  the  loyal  support  of  so  many  earnest 
women  all  over  our  good  State  gave  me  courage  to  persevere. 

I  will  submit,  as  briefly  as  possible,  details  of  my  activities  as  your 
Department  President  for  the  year  now  coming  to  a  close.  While  I 
realize  that  we  have  not  lived  up  to  our  great  opportunities  for 
service,  and  that  we  have  not  increased  in  numbers  and  usefulness 
as  we  should  have  done,  yet  the  year  has  been  filled  with  many 
gratifying  experiences. 

In  October  of  last  year,  I  attended,  officially,  the  National  Con¬ 
vention  at  New  Orleans,  and  while  we  did  not  have  a  full  quota  of 
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delegates  and  alternates  present,  we  were  proud  of  the  Auxiliary 
members  who  did  attend. 

The  Convention  opened  with  a  brilliant  States  Dinner,  at  which  all 
of  the  States  of  the  Union,  together  with  our  Colonial  Territories, 
were  represented.  North  Carolina’s  table  was  beautifully  decorated 
in  our  natural  evergreens,  with  United  States  Flags  flying  from  the 
center  piece  of  balsam,  ferns,  galax  leaves,  and  longleaf  pines — 
these  having  been  contributed  for  the  occasion  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Robbins, 
of  Pineola.  Over  the  table  was  displayed  the  flag  of  our  dear  Old 
North  State;  and  on  the  place  cards  was  printed  this  tribute: 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

From  wave  washed  coast  to  sun  kissed  mountain  top,  her  people  live 

and  love  and  work; 

Agriculture  flourishes  on  Coastal  plain,  Piedmont  plateau,  in  valleys, 
and  on  fertile  hills; 

Intelligent  energy,  brain,  and  brawn  make  the  hum  of  industry's 
wheels  sound  like  music  to  a  prosperous  and  happy  people; 
Love  of  God  and  Country,  patriotism  and  loyalty,  lend  splendor  to 
the  Star  which  represents  the  Old  North  State  on  the  Flag  of 
our  Nation. 

It  was  our  pleasure  to  have  a  part  in  presenting  the  name  of  Dr. 
Kate  Waller  Barrett,  as  a  candidate  for  National  President;  and  we 
were  much  gratified  at  the  election  of  this  splendid  Southern  woman 
to  that  office. 

Our  delegates  returned  from  the  Convention  filled  with  enthusiasm, 
and  determined  to  put  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  among  the 
best  of  the  Nation. 

Since  one  of  the  prime  purposes  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
is  to  care  for  the  sick  and  suffering,  my  attention  was  first  given  to 
the  welfare  of  the  men  and  women  in  the  hospitals. 

The  Chairman  of  Hospitalization  will  make  a  detailed  report  of  the 
activities  of  that  committee,  so  I  will  only  mention  official  visits  to 
the  different  hospitals.  Early  in  November,  Oteen  and  Greenville 
were  visited,  and  I  was  gratified  to  see  the  splendid  care  and  attention 
given  to  those  in  the  hospitals;  at  the  same  time,  I  was  deeply  touched 
by  the  suffering  of  many,  who  were  desperately  ill  because  of  their 
experiences  in  the  war. 

After  consulting  with  the  authorities  at  the  hospital,  it  was  decided 
that  the  Hospital  Chairmen,  of  both  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  with 
the  Department  Adjutant  and  your  President,  should  reassign  the 
wards  at  Oteen,  giving  a  local  Post  and  Auxiliary  Unit  the  same 
ward.  This  was  done  early  in  the  year,  and  has  worked  out  wonder¬ 
fully,  the  Post  and  Auxiliary  attached  taking  a  great  interest  in  their 
respective  wards. 
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Again,  in  January,  I  visited  Oteen.  The  workers  were  enthusi¬ 
astic  over  the  systematic  manner  in  which  they  were  able  to  carry 
out  the  Christmas  program,  with  no  waste  nor  extravagance,  each 
patient  receiving  abundant  Christmas  cheer. 

Your  President  has  also  made  two  visits  to  the  Lhiited  States 
Veterans’  Hospital,  No.  26,  at  Greenville,  S.  C. ;  and  one  visit  to 
No.  48,  at  Atlanta — each  time  seeking  out  the  North  Carolina  boys, 
and  having  a  personal  interview  with  them. 

The  names  of  all  boys  from  our  State  in  each  United  States 
Veterans’  Hospital  outside  of  the  State,  were  secured  by  writing 
to  the  American  Red  Cross  workers  in  charge.  All  of  these  boys 
were  remembered  at  Christmas  and  Easter,  by  cards  and  simple 
gifts,  which  were  greatly  appreciated,  many  having  expressed  their 
pleasure  in  realizing  that  they  were  not  forgotten  by  the  folks  back 
home.  One  of  our  boys  at  the  Walter  Reed  Hospital,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  wrote  that  he  would  rather  have  his  State  paper  than  any¬ 
thing  else;  so  we  immediately  had  a  subscription  entered  for  him, 
which  was  very  kindly  donated  by  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
Raleigh  Evening  Times. 

The  Lily  Burt  Hospital  Fund  has  enabled  us  to  respond  to  all 
emergency  calls — most  of  these  being  appeals  for  aid  to  the  families 
of  boys  who  were  unable  to  leave  home  for  treatment  unless  assist¬ 
ance  was  rendered  those  dependent  upon  them.  This  fund  also  enabled 
us  to  keep  a  small  deposit  at  Greenville,  S.  C.,  for  the  use  of  rela¬ 
tives  of  North  Carolina  boys  when  emergencies  call  them  to  the 
hospital. 

Another  most  important  phase  of  endeavor,  which  has  had  especial 
emphasis  during  the  year,  is  the  Child  Welfare  Work,  and  this  has 
been  under  the  direction  of  your  very  able  chairman,  Mrs.  F.  S. 
Spruill,  and  whose  report  I  am  sure  you  will  hear  with  great  interest. 

Mrs.  Gabe  H.  Croom,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  American¬ 
ism,  has  been  active,  working  in  co-operation  with  other  agencies, 
and  has  laid  a  fine  foundation  on  which  we  may  build.  She  will 
submit  to  you  her  report. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  our  efficient  Chairman  of  Legislation,  has  also 
been  doing  fine  work,  and  will  give  you  a  report  of  her  efforts. 

Nothing  can  be  more  important  in  a  patriotic  undertaking  than 
that  history  should  be  kept  straight.  You  are  fortunate  indeed  that 
your  Historian  is  Mrs.  Louis  F.  Owen,  who  is  thorough  and  accurate, 
as  you  will  observe  from  the  report  which  she  will  submit  to  you. 

Your  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  has  been  most 
diligent,  as  well  as  painstaking  and  accurate,  and  will  submit  a  com¬ 
plete  financial  report.  Our  only  source  of  revenue  is  a  tax  of  fifty 
cents  per  capita,  and  the  profit  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  poppies. 
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Before  Armistice  Day,  the  American  Legion  turned  over  to  us  their 
stock  of  poppies,  making  a  proposition  that  we  handle  the  sale, 
giving  them  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  all  orders  solicited  by  them. 
They  fixed  the  price  of  the  poppies  to  the  Units  and  Posts;  and  it 
gives  me  much  pleasure  to  say  that  we  collected  for  all  the  sales  made 
during  the  year,  and  derived  a  net  profit  of  $900.95. 

Probably  the  most  important  practical  work  of  the  year  was 
the  fulfillment  of  the  obligation  assumed  to  equip  the  new  library 
at  Oteen.  A  call  was  made  upon  the  Units,  which  was  responded  to 
so  generously  by  many;  because  of  this,  and  the  fact  that  the  equip¬ 
ment  was  judiciously  purchased  at  wholesale  prices,  a  balance  was 
left,  enabling  us  to  add  extensively  to  the  furnishing  of  the  C.  W. 
Francey  Post  Club  Rooms  at  the  Oteen  Hospital,  giving  them  a  most 
comfortable  and  well  equipped  room  for  their  meetings.  Your 
liberality,  and  the  economy  with  which  the  money  was  expended, 
enabled  us  to  provide  a  piano,  desk,  table,  and  fifty  chairs,  with  the 
sum  of  $93.26  just  forwarded  them  for  additional  furnishings. 

Responding  to  the  National  call  for  the  Graves  Endowment  Fund, 
the  contribution  was  so  generous  that  $488.00  was  forwarded  National 
Headquarters,  which  is  $88.00  more  than  the  amount  we  pledged  to 
the  American  Legion. 

By  request  of  the  National  President,  we  bought  a  moving  picture 
film,  giving  views  of  the  Second  National  Convention  at  New 
Orleans,  at  a  cost  of  $76.29,  hoping  that  local  Units  would  share  this 
expense  by  renting  and  using  the  film.  Only  a  few  Units  were  able 
to  have  the  picture  shown,  so  that  the  revenue  derived  was  $40.00, 
entailing  a  loss  of  $36.29  to  the  treasury.  While  we  regret  this 
financial  loss,  we  feel  that  much  enthusiasm  was  derived  from  its 
use  by  the  Units  displaying  the  picture. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  held  in  Greensboro,  on 
March  16  of  this  year,  your  President  was  authorized  to  order  a 
Stand  of  Colors  for  the  Department,  which  was  done,  and  three 
beautiful  flags  are  displayed  today  as  your  Colors. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  join  National  Commander  Owsley,  of  the 
American  Legion,  and  Dr.  Barrett,  our  National  President,  in  Raleigh, 
March  6,  attending  a  most  enthusiastic  meeting  there,  as  well  as 
others  in  Wilson,  Wilmington,  and  Fayetteville.  At  all  of  these 
places,  the  local  Units  were  enthused  and  inspired  by  the  presence 
and  addresses  of  our  National  leaders.  National  President,  Dr.  Barrett, 
was  entertained  in  Winston-Salem  on  July  3,  by  the  local  Auxiliary 
and  your  Department  President.  The  visit  of  Dr.  Barrett  was  a  great 
inspiration  to  us. 

The  Department  is  in  good  standing  with  National  Headquarters, 
having  sixty-two  Units  (fifty-six  of  these  active),  with  a  paid  up 
membership  of  2,517,  which  is  an  increase  over  1922  of  875.  More- 
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head  City,  Winton,  Red  Springs,  Davidson,  Chapel  Hill,  and  Clinton 
have  charters,  but  have  been  inactive  during  the  year.  We  have 
promises  of  renewed  energy  on  the  part  of  some  of  these  Units  this 
Fall. 

The  following  important  official  telegrams  were  sent: 

To  the  boys  in  the  hospitals  at  Oteen  and  Greenville,  both  on 
Armistice  Day  and  at  Christmas,  expressing  our  good  wishes. 

To  President  Harding,  urging  that  he  sign  the  Adjusted  Compen¬ 
sation  measure  passed  by  Congress. 

To  Mrs.  Harding,  a  message  of  sympathy,  from  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  at  the  death  of 
President  Harding. 

Your  President  regrets  that  it  was  impossible  to  accept  all  of  the 
invitations  to  visit  local  Units;  but  just  as  many  visits  were  made 
as  time  and  strength  would  permit.  It  was  my  privilege  and  pleasure 
to  visit  twenty-five  local  Units,  and  each  one  of  these  visits  was  a 
joy  and  inspiration.  I  was  most  cordially  received  and  delightfully 
entertained  everywhere. 

In  addition  to  these  visits  to  organized  Units,  I  visited  twenty-nine 
towns,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  District  Officers  secured  the 
formation  of  seventeen  Units. 

My  last  official  trip,  and  one  of  great  importance,  was  in  company 
with  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  National  Committee  Woman,  to  Atlanta, 
where  we  attended  the  Regional  Conference  of  the  Southeastern 
States.  We  received  much  inspiration  from  the  meeting,  and  gladly 
report  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  standing  as  high,  in  every 
way,  as  any  other  Department  represented  at  that  meeting. 

On  September  4  I  had  the  honor  of  presenting  greetings  from  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  to  the  State  Reunion  of  Confederate 
Veterans  in  Winston-Salem. 

With  sincere  interest  in  the  improvement  and  growth  of  our 

organization,  your  Department  President  begs  to  offer  the  following 
recommendations : 

First:  That  we  have  a  Chairman  of  Publicity,  whose  duty  it  would 
be  to  keep  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary  before  the  public. 

Second:  That  local  Units  combine  the  office  of  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  that  it  may  be  served  by  one  person,  which  will  facilitate 
the  work  of  this  office. 

Third:  That  the  by-laws  be  amended,  by  adding  a  clause  stating 
explicitly  who  shall  be  entitled  to  a  vote  in  the  Department  Con¬ 
ventions. 

Fourth:  That  the  Department  put  forth  some  special  effort  in  the 
behalf  of  education,  probably  providing  assistance  for  former  service 
men,  encouraging  them  to  acquire  an  education. 
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In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  what  I  have  written  is  very  properly 
called  the  President’s  report,  and  not  an  address,  and  it  has  of  neces¬ 
sity  been  much  in  detail,  for  which  I  apologize,  and  trust  that  it  has 
not  tired  you. 

Permit  me  please  to  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  great  honor 
conferred  in  electing  me  your  President.  Deeply  conscious  of  the 
responsibility,  I  accepted  the  honor  gratefully,  but  with  fear  and 
trembling;  I  can  only  say  that  my  efforts  have  been  sincere,  earnest, 
and  untiring,  and  that  whatever  measure  of  success  has  come  to  our 
organization  this  year  is  due  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  entire  mem¬ 
bership,  and  the  loyal  support  given  me  by  local  District  and  Depart¬ 
ment  Officers — not  only  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  but  of  the 
American  Legion  as  well. 

Dr.  Kate  Waller  Barrett  made  this  statement  in  a  recent  address: 

“We  are  members  of  an  organization  different  from  others:  We  are 
not  members  in  our  own  right;  we  are  members  because  of  some  boy 
or  girl,  whose  membership  in  the  American  Legion  was  bought 
by  the  price  of  blood  or  sacrifice;  the  only  other  organization  holding 
this  prerequisite  to  membership  is  the  Church  of  God,  which  was 
bought  by  the  blood  of  Christ.” 

Realizing  the  truth  of  this  statement,  is  not  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  worthy  of  any  sacrifice  demanded  of  us,  in  serving  those 
who  bought  our  membership  by  offering  their  lives  to  the  Nation 
in  its  hour  of  trial? 

When  I  shall  surrender  the  gavel  to  my  successor,  at  the  close  of 
this  Convention,  I  want  you  to  know  that  my  heart  is  in  the  work 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  I  may 
always  serve,  though  in  a  feeble  way,  those  who  offered  all  for  us. 

For  the  coming  year,  and  to  the  new  officers,  I  say,  “Let  us  go 
forward.” 

On  motion  from  the  floor,  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  the  Department  President  for  the  wonderful  work  she 
has  done  during  the  past  year. 

The  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Magette,  read  her  report  in  full  as 
follows : 

REPORT  OF  TREASURER 
Department  of  North  Carolina,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Amount  Deposited  in  full _ $4,989.93 

Total  amount  checked  out _  3,552.08 


Balance  to  date  in  Bank _ $1,437.85 

Amount  deposited  for  Memberships _ $1,420.50 
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Amount  deposited  for  Lily  Burt - $  438.06 

Amount  deposited  for  Film -  35.00 

Amount  deposited  for  Library -  585.00 

Amount  deposited  for  Endowment -  488.00 

Amount  deposited  for  Poppies -  1,397.75 

Amount  deposited  for  Charters -  116.35 

Amount  deposited  for  Miscellaneous -  509.27 


$4,989.93 

Amount  paid  out  Memberships - - $  473.50 

Amount  paid  out  Lily  Burt _  333.89 

Amount  paid  out  Film _  76.29 

Amount  paid  out  Library _  496.74 

Amount  paid  out  Endowment - 488.00 

Amount  paid  out  Poppies  _  478.30 

Amount  paid  out  Charters _  80.75 

Amount  paid  out  Miscellaneous _ 1,124.61 

Amount  in  Bank  to  date _  1,437.85 


Respectfully  submitted, 


$4,989.93 


MRS.  L.  D.  MAGETTE, 


Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


The  following  letter  from  Oteen  was  read : 

To  the  President  and  Ladies’  Auxiliary  American  Legion,  Depart¬ 
ment  North  Carolina: 

On  behalf  of  C.  W.  Francey  Post,  No.  70,  Oteen,  we  greet  you,  and 
come  to  thank  you  for  your  wonderful  gift  of  loving  kindness  given 
us  for  our  Legion  meeting  rooms. 

Many  of  us  need  nothing  to  remind  us  of  your  kind  loving 
thoughts  and  acts,  as  we  have  been  receiving  kind  acts  of  human 
kindness  since  Oteen  was  established.  Words  fail  me  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  the  furnishings  of  our  Post  meeting-room,  which  will 
ever  remain  a  fitting  memorial  not  only  to  the  Auxiliary  but  to  your 
loyal  President,  through  whom  such  a  gift  was  made  possible. 

To  you,  Madame  President,  I  extend  the  love  and  best  wishes  of 
all  our  boys  at  Oteen;  and  may  the  comradeship  and  loyalty  which 
has  existed  in  the  past  continue  far,  far  into  the  future. 

I  bid  you  farewell.  R.  A.  LYNN. 

Motion  by  Mrs.  Lowe  that  the  Resolution  Committee 
include  in  its  recommendations  those  made  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  in  her  address.  Motion  seconded  and  carried. 
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Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  National  Committee  Woman,  read  her 
report  in  full,  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  COMMITTEWOMAN 

Madame  President,  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina,  in  Convention  Assembled: 

As  your  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  I  bring  you  “Greet¬ 
ings”  from  our  National  Organization.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  each 
member  of  our  National  body  that  the  Department  Conventions  be 
conducted  in  harmony  and  good-will;  and  that,  as  far  as  possible,  all 
questions  that  affect  both  the  National  and  Department  work  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  delegates  at  said  Convention,  and 
acion  taken  thereon. 

The  first  executive  committee  meeting  which  I  attended  after  my 
re-election  by  the  Greensboro  Convention  as  your  National  Executive 
Committeewoman  was  the  executive  committee  meeting  held  in  New 
Orleans  prior  to  the  National  Convention.  At  this  meeting  recom¬ 
mendations  which  seemed  most  important  were  carried  before  the 
National  Convention,  and  there  finally  disposed  of.  The  action  taken 
on  these  measures  has  shaped  the  policies  of  our  Auxiliary  for  the 
past  year. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  was  held  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention,  and  the  unfin¬ 
ished  business  of  the  Convention  was  disposed  of. 

The  next  meeting  of  our  committee  was  held  in  Indianapolis,  Janu¬ 
ary  19  and  20,  1923.  This  meeting  lasted  two  days,  with  three  sessions 
each  day.  A  great  deal  of  work  was  accomplished,  but  it  was  hard 
on  the  committee  women,  as  the  night  sessions  lasted  until  midnight, 
and  the  morning  sessions  opened  at  eight-thirty  o’clock.  The  recom¬ 
mendations  of  this  meeting,  passed  and  pending,  will  be  presented  to 
you  during  this  Convention  for  discussion  and  action  upon  same. 
Later,  when  these  recommendations  are  read,  it  will  be  my  pleasure, 
as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  answer  any  questions  relative  to  same.  It  is 
the  wish  of  National  headquarters  that  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary 
understand  affairs  at  headquarters,  for  these  headquarters  are  our 
working  staff,  and  are  endeavoring  to  do  the  very  best  thing  for  the 
advancement  of  the  work  in  the  Department. 

It  is  no  easy  task  to  serve  as  a  National  Committee  woman,  and 
each  day  I  am  thankful  for  the  fact  that  I  organized  a  Unit,  and  was 
its  President  before  taking  up  the  office  of  Department  President, 
and  served  as  Department  President  before  becoming  National 
Committeewoman.  For,  in  that  way,  I  am  much  more  familiar  with 
every  phase  of  the  work  than  I  otherwise  could  have  been.  All  the 
problems  that  are  presented  to  our  body  have  to  be  worked  out  with 
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a  consideration  of  North,  South,  East,  West,  and  Central  viewpoints; 
and  you  must  know  that  it  is  an  arduous  task  to  shape  our  policies 
so  as  to  make  them  acceptable,  and  most  beneficial  to  our  Auxiliary, 
in  each  section  of  our  country. 

I  am  truly  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  securing  your  vote  on  the 
measures  that  will  come  before  our  next  executive  committee  meet¬ 
ing,  which  will  be  held  in  San  Francisco,  on  the  day  before  the  open¬ 
ing  of  our  National  Convention,  in  October. 

I  have  served  as  National  Chairman  of  the  Hereditary  Committee 
for  two  years.  The  object  of  this  committee  is  to  so  change  our 
eligibility  clause  as  to  make  the  lineal  female  descendants  of  the  men 
and  women  who  saw  service  in  the  World  War  eligible  for  member¬ 
ship  in  our  Auxiliary. 

At  present  I  am  a  member  of  the  National  Reconstruction  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  also  a  member  of  the  National  Child’s  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee.  If  there  are  any  questions  pertaining  to  the  work  of  either 
of  these  committees  that  you  would  like  to  ask,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
try  to  answer  them. 

Last  month,  in  company  with  our  Department  President,  Mrs. 
Norfleet,  I  attended  a  regional  conference  of  the  Southeastern  States 
at  Atlanta.  This  conference  was  called  by  our  Southern  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Frank  E.  Fleming,  of  Augusta,  Ga.;  and  the  States  were 
urged  to  send  their  delegates.  This  conference  lasted  two  days,  and 
I  feel  that  it  was  very  worth  while,  as  so  many  matters  of  vital 
importance  were  discussed  and  settled,  as  far  as  we  were  able  to  do. 

The  work  of  the  National  headquarters  has  been  conducted  most 
economically,  and  up  to  August  1,  $23,000  had  been  added  to  our 
sinking  fund. 

I  feel  that  I  cannot  close  my  report  without  paying  a  tribute  to  our 
National  President,  Dr.  Kate  Waller  Barrett,  of  Alexandria,  Va. 
She  is  a  Virginian  by  birth,  a  physician  by  profession,  a  public  speaker 
of  note,  a  diplomat  of  the  first  order,  a  war  worker  with  a  wonderful 
record  of  service  during  and  since  the  World  War,  a  devoted  mother, 
and  a  charming  and  delightful  grandmother,  whose  sons  and  grand¬ 
sons  are  today  serving  in  the  Army  and  Navy  of  her  beloved  country. 
She  is  a  National  and  International  figure — known  almost  as  well 
abroad  as  she  is  at  home.  She  has  served  or  is  serving  in  an  official 
capacity  the  D.  A.  R.,  U.  D.  C.,  Colonial  Dames,  Florence  Crit- 
tenton  Home,  W.  C.  T.  U.,  the  Fidac,  and  is  National  Vice-President 
of  the  Needlework  Guild  of  America,  which  organization,  acting  upon 
her  suggestion,  has  pledged  itself  to  make  and  furnish  hospital 
garments  and  clothing  for  ex-service  men  in  the  various  hospitals 
throughout  our  country.  These  garments  are  to  be  distributed 
through  our  Auxiliary.  But,  last  and  greatest,  she  is  National  Presi- 
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dent  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  her  very  efficient  work 
for  the  past  year  speaks  for  itself. 

My  association  with  our  well  beloved  Department  President,  Mrs. 
Norfleet,  has  been  most  pleasant.  Mrs.  Norfleet  brought  a  devotion 
and  an  understanding  to  the  work  that  has  caused  it  to  go  forward 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  We  are  proud  of  her  record,  and  will  always 
be  grateful  for  the  wonderful  care  she  have  given  our  sick  boys. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  E.  W.  BURT, 

National  Executive  Committeewoman, 
Department  of  North  Carolina. 

September  10,  1923. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Lowe,  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  was 
extended  to  Mrs.  Burt  for  her  splendid  report. 

.  The  Secretary  again  read  list  of  Convention  Committees. 

Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes  gave  her  splendid  report  on 
Hospital  and  Welfare  Work,  as  follows: 

HOSPITAL  AND  WELFARE  REPORT  OF  NORTH 

CAROLINA 

Mrs.  James  Renwick  Wilkes,  Chairman 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  render  an  account  of  my  stewardship  as  Hospital 
and  Welfare  Chairman,  to  you  big,  generous  North  Carolinians. 
You  don’t  know  how  wonderful  you  are;  but  Mr.  Pratt  and  I  know 
of  the  many  gifts  to  the  boys  at  Oteen  and  elsewhere.  I  never  call 
for  anything  that  it  is  not  forthcoming. 

When  I  took  up  the  work,  it  was  in  its  infancy,  and  with  Mrs. 
Burt  and  Mrs.  Norfleet  we  have  systematized  so  that  all  are  cared 
for,  and  there  is  no  duplication.  Each  Post  and  Auxiliary  Unit  has 
been  assigned  a  ward  at  Oteen;  so  that  cares  for  the  work  in  this 
Hospital. 

Mr.  Pratt,  who  is  our  right  bower,  wrote  me  that  the  work  this 
organization  is  doing  is  wonderful,  and  that  last  Christmas  was  the 
best  ever.  Everyone  was  cared  for,  and  no  waste.  Not  all  gifts 
went  to  a  few,  and  some  left  without  anything. 

At  the  last  Convention,  the  Lily  Burt  Hospital  Fund  came  into 
being — a  loving  tribute  to  our  dear  Ex-President.  This  fund  has 
been  invaluable.  It  has  amounted  to  $438.06  for  its  first  year.  Since 
books  closed,  $35.00. 

I  do  hope  we  can  get  entirely  away  from  the  ten-cent  idea.  It’s 
too  great  a  cause  for  anything  like  a  toy;  it  should  come  from  the 
heart  of  the  member  as  a  voluntary  thank  offering. 
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Out  of  this  Fund,  which  has  had  numerous  calls,  we  have  kept 
a  regular  fund  at  Greenville  for  the  care  of  the  unfortunate  and 
distressed  relatives  of  boys  who  came  for  their  sad  farewell  to  their 
loved  ones.  What  a  privilege  for  our  Auxiliary  to  be  able  to  render 
this  comfort  without  any  compensation.  Many  individual  cases  have 
been  helped.  We  have  always  investigated,  and  only  the  most  worthy 
have  had  the  use  of  this  fund.  It  was  to  include  the  expenses  of  the 
State  Chairman  to  Oteen,  but  I  have  preferred  to  use  all  the  funds 
for  our  boys. 

We  have  cared  for  all  North  Carolina  boys  at  Greenville,  Walter 
Reid  Hospital,  and  Augusta,  Ga.,  at  Christmas  and  other  times.  A 
list  of  all  the  boys  at  Oteen,  with  their  home  addresses,  was  sent  to 
the  National  Hospital  and  Welfare  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hobart  (our 
Ex-National  President),  and  she  has  placed  it  in  the  various  State 
Chairmen's  hands — so  each  boy  has  a  link  up  with  his  home  State 
and  town. 

I  have  sent  to  each  hospital  in  our  District  a  list  of  State  Welfare 
and  Hospital  Chairmen,  so  that  they  can  always  put  a  worthy  cause 

up  to  the  proper  State. 

This  is  such  an  important  work  that  I  asked  the  President  to 
appoint  District  Chairmen  over  the  State,  and  she  has  arranged  the 
Chairmen  by  Congressional  Districts,  and  these  officers  have  been 
most  untiring  in  their  efforts.  It  is  a  wonderful  help  for  the  State 
Chairman  to  be  able  to  write  to  ten  women,  and  subdivide  the  work 
into  a  fair  distribution  of  gifts  and  labor.  Then,  too,  it  links  the 
Units  closer  together  in  co-operation  and  pride  in  their  undertakings. 

Now,  I  want  to  register  a  complaint.  It  is  an  old  saying  that 
North  Carolina  makes  history  and  other  sections  write  it.  If  you 
ever  serve  as  State  Chairman,  and  try  to  collect  reports,  you  will 
realize  the  truth  of  this.  Why  will  you  hide  your  light  under  a 
bushel?  You  may  not  want  to  parade  your  good  deeds;  but  you  at 
least  are  entitled  to  a  fair  count.  It  is  due  every  State  in  the  National 
Auxiliary  that  these  things  be  told;  and  the  only  way  we  can  get 
information  is  for  the  Unit  Chairman  to  send  it  to  the  District 
Chairman,  and  for  her  to  send  it  to  the  State  Chairman,  and  then 
it  can  get  to  the  National  Organization;  but,  with  all  the  District 
Chairmen  pleading  with  the  Units  to  tell  of  their  good  deeds,  I  as 
State  Chairman  can  only  in  justice  to  you  give  you  the  report  of  the 
Second  and  Seventh  Districts. 

These  Districts  have  fewrer  Units  than  some  other  Districts.  Your 
Units  have  done  wonderful  work;  so  please  take  back  to  your  officers 
the  importance  of  keeping  this  information,  and  getting  it  into  proper 
hands.  Value  your  boxes  and  gifts  in  dollars  and  cents  (the  labor  is 
always  gratis),  and  don’t  say  one  box,  for  that  may  mean  ten  dollars 
or  three  hundred  dollars. 
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If  it  had  not  been  for  the  careful  work  and  bookkeeping  of  Mr. 
Pratt’s  department  at  Oteen,  I  would  not  have  been  able  to  have 
given  any  report  worth  while  to  the  National  Organization,  and  as  it 
has  been  it  was  only  the  number  of  boxes  and  not  their  value.  Many 
gifts  sent  by  the  Auxiliary  do  not  go  through  Mr.  Pratt’s  office;  so 
you  see  the  injustice  you  do  yourself. 

Now  a  request  for  Thanksgiving,  to  those  Units  who  have  ambu¬ 
latory  wards  at  Oteen.  These  boys  are  interested  in  caring  for  pets, 
as  we  are  interested  in  caring  for  them.  They  want  canary  birds, 
so  when  you  send  the  Thanksgiving  goodies  put  a  check  in  for  a 
canary  bird  and  cage.  Remember  the  housewives  at  Christmas. 

I  wish  you  could  all  see  the  lovely  new  library — the  furnishings 
are  the  gift  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary. 

I  will  close  this  with  a  thought  I  hope  we  will  always  remember. 

OTEEN 

At  Oteen,  where  our  boys  go, 

Their  white  cots,  row  in  row, 

And  while  the  world  goes  by, 

Do  we  forget  their  painful  cry. 

For  you  with  brave  smiles  they  bear 

The  wounds  which  gave  you  Liberty  and  Life. 

Short  time  ago,  they  fought  for  you, 

Now  many  wait  their  “taps” — at  Oteen. 

WELFARE  AND  HOSPITAL  RELIEF 
SEVENTH  DISTRICT 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston,  Chairman 


Dr.  Cr. 

Sandhill  Post,  No.  134,  Southern  Pines _ $  124.42  $  100.00 

Melvin  Deese  Post,  Monroe _  675.75  _ 

Lee  County  Post,  Sanford _  111.10  60.79 

Lexington  Post,  Lexington _  282.00  511.76 

North  Wilkesboro  Auxiliary _  20.00  48.18 

Hamlet  Auxiliary _  26.00  _ 


Total _ $1,239.27  $  720.73 

REPORT  OF  SECOND  DISTRICT 

Mrs.  Haywood  Foxhall,  Chairman 

Kinston _ $  338.00 

Rocky  Mount _  310.66 

Scotland  Neck _  252.00 
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Snow  Hill _ $  107.43 

Wilson _ _  63.00 

Tarboro _  166.77 


District  Total _ $1,237.86 

LIST  OF  GIFTS  TO  OTEEN  BY  AMERICAN  LEGION 
AUXILIARY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Mrs.  James  Ren  wick  Wilkes,  Chairman 

10-  6-22 — Gastonia,  $10.00  for  party - - - 1-3 

10-  9-22 — Scotland  Neck,  1  box  Victrola  records - W-3 

10- 25-22 — Tarboro,  writing  boards - 1-3 

11- 23-2 2 — Charlotte,  1,000  place  cards  for  Thanksgiving. 

11- 23-22 — Newton,  flowers. 

12-  1-22 — Newton,  delicacies  for  sick  nurse  and  wards _ E-5,  E-2 

12-  2-22 — Statesville,  box  delicacies _ E-6 

12-  2-22 — Greenville,  two  boxes  fruit _ N-4,  N-8 

12-  2-22 — Belmont,  box  delicacies  for  all  disabled  boys. 

12-  2-33 — Wilson,  box  delicacies _ 1-2 

12-  4-22 — Durham,  three  boxes _ N-5 

12-  4-22 — Gastonia,  one  box _ 1-3 

1-  8-23 — Albemarle,  two  boxes _ C-l 

1- -3-23 — New  York,  N.  Y.,  $20.00  for  party. 

2-  1-23 — Monroe,  Victrola  from  Kenilworth _ N-6 

1-  1-23 — Charlotte,  ten  sleeping  caps _ E-3 

2- 16-23 — Southern  Pines,  Valentine  gifts _ 1-4 

2-16-23 — Cape  Charles,  Va.,  sleeping  cap  for  sick  boys. 

2-20-23 — Newton,  three  woolen  caps _ N-3 

2-27-23 — Wilmington,  $2.00  for  ice  cream,  also  packages _ 249 

2-  2-23 — Raleigh,  packages  for  boys. 

3- 19-23 — New  Bern,  $20.00  for  sick  nurses. 

3- 27-23 — Winston-Salem,  $25.00  for  colored  patients. 

4-  2-23 — Bluefleld,  W.  Va.,  Easter  packages  for  West  Virginia  boys. 

4-  2-23 — Wilson,  $15.00  for  party _ 1-2 

4-  3-23 — Raleigh,  Easter  box _ E-2 

4-  3-23 — Statesville,  Easter  box _ 723 

4-  3-23 — Winston-Salem,  Easter  box _ 1-11 

4-  3-23 — Charlotte,  Easter  party _ E-5 

4-  3-23 — Asheville,  box _ N-6 

4-  3-23 — Newton,  box _ N-3 

4-  3-23 — Tarboro,  box _ 1_3 

4-  3-23 — Lextington,  boxes _ 1-8 

4-  4-23 — Southern  Pines,  box _ 1_4 

4-  4-23 — Gastonia,  box,  cushions,  and  table  cover _ 1-3 
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4-  4-23 — Wilmington,  box _ 249 

4-  4-23 — Fayetteville,  box _ E-8 

4-  4-23 — Lenoir,  box _ N-3 

4-  4-23 — Albemarle,  box _ C-l 

4-  4-23 — Salisbury,  two  boxes  Easter  flowers. 

4-  4-23 — Monroe,  box _ 1-5 

4-  5-23 — Salisbury,  flowers _ E-6 

4-  5-23 — Southern  Pines,  boxes  home  made  candy  and  cookies _ 1-4 

4-  9-23 — Rocky  Mount,  draperies _ N-8 

4-25-23 — Salisbury,  $15.00  for  party. 

4-13-23 — Raleigh,  bed-bags _ E-2 

4-  6-23 — Kinston,  $18.00  for  chicken  dinner _ 1-2 

4-10-23 — Greenville,  box  games _ N-4 

4-16-23 — Wilmington,  package  safety  razor  blades _ 249 

4- 28-23 — Newton,  box  cookies _ N-3 

5-  3-23 — Scotland  Neck,  $10.00  ice  cream  party _ N-4 

5- 28-23 — Newton,  box  cookies _ N-3 

6-  1-23 — Southern  Pines,  ice  cream  party _ 1-4 

6-21-23 — Wilson,  $10.00  ice  cream  party _ 1-2 

8-  9-23 — Wilson,  $10.00  ice  cream  party _ 1-2 

8-11-23 — Monroe,  $16.00  for  Sunday  afternoon  party. 

8-11-23 — Lexington,  $4.00  for  party _ 1-8 

6- 15-23 — Scotland  Neck,  cigarettes  and  candy _ W-3 

7- 5-23 — New  Bern,  $5.00  for  Fourth  of  July _ Ward  2 

7-  5-23 — Lexington,  $5.00  for  Fourth  of  July  party _ 1-8 

7-  5-23 — Wilmington,  $5.00  for  Fourth  of  July  party _ 249 

7-  9-23 — Wilmington,  ice  cream  party _ 249 

7-11-23 — Salisbury,  eight  Bibles _ E-6 

7-11-23 — Monroe,  $2.50  for  ice  cream  party _ 1-5 

7-17-23— Lexington,  $5.00  for  ice  cream  party _ 1-8 

7-  5-23 — New  Bern,  $5.00  for  Fourth  of  July _ Ward  2 

7-16-23 — Kinston,  $10.00  for  party _ 1-2 

7- 15-23 — Charlotte,  $25.00  for  ice  cream _ E-5 

8-  2-23 — Wilmington,  curtains  and  lamp  shade _ C-3,  N-l 

8-  2-23 — Raleigh,  $23.00  chicken  dinner _ E-2 

This  does  not  include  Christmas  list. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Convention  send  the 
amount  suggested  by  Mrs.  Wilkes,  $250.00,  to  be  applied 
to  the  National  Hospital  Fund.  Motion  carried. 

Report  on  Americanism  was  made  by  Mrs.  Gabe  H. 
Croom : 
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Madame  President,  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary: 

I  regret  to  report  that  apparently  little  work  has  been  done 
throughout  the  Department  along  the  lines  of  Americanism.  Letters 
and  bulletins  have  been  sent  the  various  Units  throughout  the  year, 
calling  for  the  co-operation  in  and  celebration  of  different  patriotic 
days,  such  as  Armistice  Day,  Washington’s  Birthday,  Memorial  Day, 
Flag  Day,  and  Fourth  of  July;  also,  pamphlets,  “Respect  the  Flag.” 
I  feel  that  each  Unit  has  had  its  part  in  the  celebrating  of  these  days, 
and  teaching  the  children  their  meaning;  but  have  failed  to  send  in 
their  report. 

National  is  now  working  on  a  plan  which  will  make  the  subject 
more  tangible,  and  I  feel  much  better  progress  will  be  made  in  the 
year  to  come. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  GABE  H.  CROOM, 
Chairman  Americanism. 

Mrs.  Carl  Owen,  of  Lexington,  made  amendment  to  the 
report  of  Mrs.  Groom,  complimenting  her  on  the  excellent 
work  done  by  her,  and  assuring  her  that  it  was  not  the  fault 
of  Mrs.  Croom  that  the  report  was  not  more  complete. 

Mrs.  Finch,  of  Spring  Hope,  extended  to  the  members 
of  the  Convention  an  invitation  to  attend  a  supper  to  be 
given  in  Spring  Hope  immediately  following  adjournment. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  until  Thursday 
morning,  at  nine-thirty  o’clock. 


THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  13,  1923 


MORNING  SESSION 

Convention  called  to  order  by  Mrs.  Norfleet,  Department 
President,  and  led  in  prayer  by  Mrs.  Jacob  Battle,  Local 
Chaplain,  after  which  the  Convention  adjourned  to  the 
Opera  House,  to  hear  the  address  of  Major-General  Jno.  A. 
Lejeune. 

After  the  Convention  reconvened,  the  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  held  on  Wednesday  were  read  and  approved 
and  adopted. 

At  the  request  of  the  Department  President,  Mrs.  John  T. 
Lowe  took  the  chair,  and  conducted  the  election  of  the  nom¬ 
inating  committee.  This  committee,  when  elected,  was 
composed  of  Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcock,  of  Rocky  Mount,  chairman; 
Mrs.  Oscar  Rand,  Greensboro;  Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes, 
Charlotte;  Mrs.  W.  P.  Baughm,  Washington;  and  Miss 
Orie  Moseley,  of  Kinston. 

Adjournment. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  afternoon  session  was  called  to  order  at  two-thirty 
o’clock,  and  the  following  reports  made : 

HISTORICAL  REPORT  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY, 
DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

By  Mrs.  Louis  F.  Owen,  Historian 

September  12,  1923. 

Once  more  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  is  celebrating  its  birthday;  this  time  it  is  two  years  old — 
but  what  an  extraordinary  infant,  and  what  things  it  has  accom¬ 
plished!  This  could  have  been  possible  only  in  the  possession  of  an 
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extraordinary  mother,  of  whom  it  could  almost  be  said  that  her  food 
and  drink  have  been  Auxiliary.  As  Department  President,  Mrs. 
Jas.  K.  Norfleet  has  been  so  saturated  with  the  work  of  the  Units, 
that  it  is  a  poor  one  indeed  which  has  not  caught  at  least  a  measure 
of  her  vision,  and  lighted  lesser  lights  at  her  signal  fires  along  the 
highway. 

Mrs.  Norfleet  received  the  presidency  by  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Greensboro  Convention  one  year  ago.  Her  predecessor,  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Burt,  who  enjoyed  the  honor  of  being  pioneer  president  of  the 
Auxiliary,  and  who  made  such  a  splendid  record,  turned  the  work 
over  to  her  with  forty-five  Units  in  the  State. 

The  Greensboro  Convention  was  an  occasion  of  inspiration,  with 
sixty-two  delegates  and  alternates  in  attendance,  besides  a  large 
number  of  interested  members.  Among  the  outstanding  items  of  the 
program  were  a  message  from  General  Pershing  to  Mrs.  Burt,  regret¬ 
ting  his  inability  to  attend  the  Convention;  an  exchange  of  greetings 
with  former  President  Wilson;  a  message  of  sympathy  to  President 
Harding  on  the  illness  of  his  wife;  the  creation  of  the  Lily  Burt 
Hospital  fund;  the  adoption  of  the  Auxiliary  song,  composed  and 
dedicated  to  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  by  Mrs.  C.  C.  Bost,  of 
Hickory. 

Besides  these,  a  large  volume  of  important  business  was  transacted, 
and  a  number  of  delightful  social  features  were  thoroughly  enjoyed 
and  appreciated. 

The  Department  President,  Mrs.  Norfleet,  and  the  Department 
National  Committee  Woman,  Mrs.  Burt,  with  a  number  of  delegates 
and  alternates,  represented  North  Carolina  at  the  National  Conven¬ 
tion,  in  New  Orleans,  last  November.  It  was  this  delegation’s  pleas¬ 
ure  to  be  in  the  forefront  in  effecting  the  election  of  Dr.  Kate  Waller 
Barrett,  of  Virginia,  as  National  President.  A  film  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  was  made,  the  State  purchasing  it  in  recognition  of  its  his¬ 
torical  value. 

Armistice  Day  was  generally  observed  throughout  the  State  by 
entertainment  of  service  men,  and  a  few  Units  selling  poppies.  The 
Wilmington  Unit  served  dinner  to  seven  hundred  service  men  and 
their  guests,  entered  a  float,  and  marched  in  the  parade.  Melvin 
Deese  Unit,  Monroe,  also  served  dinner  to  seven  hundred,  entered  a 
float,  and  marched  in  the  parade.  The  Raleigh  Unit,  assisted  by  the 
Raleigh  Canteen  Unit,  served  a  barbecue  dinner  to  eleven  hundred 
men;  and  in  like  manner  and  proportion  in  other  places. 

Last  December  5,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Winston-Salem 
Woman’s  Club,  a  memorial  was  delicated  to  the  Forsyth  County 
boys  who  participated  in  the  World  War,  in  the  form  of  an  avenue 
of  maple  trees  along  the  newly  paved  road  from  Winston-Salem  to 
High  Point.  At  the  junction  of  this  road  with  the  Greensboro  Road, 
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a  bronze  tablet,  mounted  on  a  granite  marker,  surrounded  by  ever¬ 
green  shrubs,  tells  the  story. 

Memorial  Day  was  another  time  of  stirring  patriotism  in  North 
Carolina,  with  poppies  breaking  into  bloom  on  every  street  corner. 
Their  sale  this  year  exceeded  by  far  all  previous  efforts,  amounting 
in  Winston-Salem  alone  to  $887.22.  Charlotte's  receipts  came  second, 
with  Wilmington  and  Raleigh  not  far  behind,  and  so  down  the  line 
proportionately.  Flags  flying,  bands  playing,  parades,  exercises,  and 
markers  placed  at  graves  of  departed  soldiers  are  reported  throughout 
the  State.  Winston-Salem  was  honored  by  the  presence  of  Gen. 
Henry  T.  Allen,  who  addressed  a  great  throng  in  the  auditorium.  In 
Charlotte,  on  that  day,  a  statue  of  an  American  doughboy  was 
unveiled,  with  Gen.  John  A.  Le  Jeune,  Commandant  of  the  Marine 
Corps,  as  the  speaker.  Less  spectacular,  but  equally  worthy,  was 
the  part  taken  in  Wilmington  when  graves  of  fallen  comrades 
throughout  the  country  were  decorated  with  laurel  wreaths  by  the 
Legion,  Auxiliary  members  following  with  flowers  donated  by  school- 
children  of  the  county,  and  adding  a  new  flag  on  each  grave.  Their 
memorial  committee  has  placed  markers  at  the  graves  of  thirty-two 
veterans,  two  of  whom  are  colored;  they  also  keep  fresh  flags  on  the 
graves,  replacing  them  as  they  fade. 

Remembering  that  “mighty  oaks  from  tiny  acorns  grow,”  your 
Historian  feels  encouraged  with  the  beginnings  of  records  collected 
for  preservation.  Out  of  the  two  thousand  questionnaires  sent  to 
the  various  Units  over  the  State,  229  have  been  returned  to  her, 
ready  for  filing  in  a  safe  deposit  box.  Some  of  the  Units  have 
responded  wonderfully  in  this  matter,  realizing  the  importance  of 
preserving  the  records  of  our  service  men  and  women  before  it  is  too 
late,  and  forgotten.  This  is  second  only  in  importance  to  welfare 
work.  Scotland  Neck  returned  all  her  questionnaires  but  six — these 
few  individuals  being  ill  or  away.  In  all,  twenty-one  Units  have 
responded  with  questionnaires  or  reports,  or  both,  and  your  His¬ 
torian  would  be  pleased  to  thank  each  one  personally  for  her  co¬ 
operation,  were  this  possible.  Furthermore,  it  would  be  a  pleasure 
to  share  the  inspiration  of  each  report  with  this  Convention,  were  this 
purely  an  historical  meeting.  For  instance,  Snow  Hill  reports  a 
flourishing  Cradle  Roll  in  connection  with  its  work,  and  an  eighty 
per  cent,  enrollment  of  eligibles  in  town.  Fayetteville,  though  organ¬ 
ized  only  last  March,  has  been  exceedingly  busy,  among  other  activi¬ 
ties  co-operating  with  the  Legion  in  conducting  a  Flag  Campaign  in 
the  schools  throughout  Cumberland  County.  During  the  World 
War,  the  historian  of  this  Unit  collected  and  kept  the  history  of 
Cumberland  County’s  soldiers,  in  two  volumes — one  for  the  Hall  of 
History,  and  one  for  their  local  Unit.  She  is  further  planning  a 
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World  War  Museum,  and  has  already  collected  a  number  of  World 
War  relics. 

A  number  of  Units  report  contributions  to  the  Lily  Burt  Hospital 
Fund,  which  have  reached  the  sum  of  $438.06,  of  which  $o34.89  has 
been  expended  for  hospital  comforts. 

The  gifts  for  the  Oteen  library  furnishings  were  so  generous,  that 
enough  was  left  over  to  furnish  a  club  room  for  disabled  Legion¬ 
naires.  The  Department  President  had  pledged  $400.00  for  the  Over¬ 
seas  Graves  Endowment  Fund,  and  the  L^nits  responded  with  $488.00. 

The  Department  President,  Mrs.  Norfleet,  has  spent  much  time 
in  traveling  in  the  interest  of  the  Auxiliary.  She  visited  Oteen 
Hospital  twice;  and  the  Greenville  and  Atlanta  hospitals  each  once. 
Early  in  March,  National  President  Owsley,  of  the  Legion;  National 
President  Dr.  Barrett,  of  the  Auxiliary;  Department  President  Mrs. 
Norfleet,  and  National  Committee  Woman  Mrs.  Burt,  made  a  tour 
of  Eastern  Carolina,  visiting  Raleigh,  Wilmington,  Wilson,  and 
Fayetteville,  and  at  each  point  were  delightfully  entertained.  On 
March  16,  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  was  held  in  Greens¬ 
boro,  attended  by  Mrs.  Norfleet;  Department  Secretary  Mrs.  L.  D. 
Magette;  Department  Historian  Mrs.  Louis  F.  Owen;  District  Com¬ 
mittee  Women  Mesdames  A.  L.  Fletcher,  I.  T.  Mann,  R.  C.  Cant¬ 
well,  Jr.,  Miss  Orie  Moseley;  and  Committee  Chairmen  Mesdames 
F.  S.  Spruill,  John  T.  Lowe,  and  Oscar  Hand. 

Dr.  Barrett  visited  North  Carolina  twice — her  second  visit  being 
to  Winston-Salem,  July  3,  when  she  made  a  profoundly  impressive 
address,  with  Auxiliary  visitors  from  near-by  towns. 

In  company  with  National  Committee  Woman  Mrs.  Burt,  the 
Department  President  attended  the  Regional  Conference,  in  Atlanta, 
August  21  and  22.  She  sent  a  message  of  sympathy  from  the  State 
Auxiliary  to  Mrs.  Harding,  on  the  death  of  the  President;  and  at  the 
State  Reunion  United  Confederate  Veterans,  expressed  greetings 
from  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina.  Seventeen 
new  Units  have  been  organized  during  the  past  year,  and  the  Auxili¬ 
ary  membership  of  the  State  on  January  1  was  1940,  all  of  which 
speaks  faintly  of  the  intensive  and  whole-hearted  earnestness  that 
our  President  has  devoted  to  the  work. 

Just  here,  your  Historian  would  record  with  reverence  the  names 
of  those  Auxiliary  members  who  have  fallen  asleep  since  last  Con¬ 
vention:  Wilmington  has  given  up  three — Mrs.  J.  C.  Lodor,  a  Gold 
Star  mother;  Mrs.  John  L.  Cantwell,  and  Mrs.  R.  D.  Cronly. 
Winston-Salem,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Lockett. 

In  viewing  the  State  at  large,  in  connection  with  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  interests,  we  find  that  Cumberland  County  has 
the  honor  of  presenting  two  mothers  who  each  gave  four  sons  to  the 
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American  forces.  They  are  Mrs.  R.  T.  McBryde,  of  Fayetteville; 
and  Mrs.  Jerome  Person,  of  Massy  Hill.  These  facts  were  brought 
out  by  the  announcement  from  Raleigh  that  Adjt.-Gen.  Van  B. 
Metts  was  seeking  the  names  of  the  Tarheel  mothers  who  had  given 
the  most  sons  to  her  country  during  the  war. 

Last  May,  the  French  again  honored  the  memory  of  our  own 
Kiffen  Rockwell,  by  bestowing  a  posthumous  award  of  the  Cross  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor,  by  the  French  Ministry  of  War.  He  fought 
over  150  air  battles,  and  for  his  exceptional  bravery  was  four  times 
cited  in  army  orders,  receiving  the  Medi  Militaire,  and  the  Croix  de 
Guerre  with  four  palms.  The  last  decoration  is  the  Cross  of  Knight 
of  the  National  Order  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

North  Carolina  was  represented  during  the  past  summer  in  France, 
when  Miss  Alice  Gray,  commander  of  the  Clyde  Bolling  Post,  of 
Winston-Salem,  attended  the  dedication  ceremonies  of  France’s 
famous  fighting  ground,  Belleau  Wood,  to  be  a  permanent  memorial 
to  America’s  fallen  heroes. 

CHILD  WELFARE 

The  report  on  Child  Welfare  Work  was  given  by  Mrs. 
F.  S'.  Spruill  verbally. 

REPORT  ON  RECONSTRUCTION 
By  Mrs.  S.  Alex  Sharpe,  State  Chairman 
Madam  President,  and  Auxiliary: 

I  am  called  on  for  a  Report  on  Reconstruction,  and  I  wish  to  state 
that  I,  like  our  good  Chairman  of  Americanism,  need  right  much 
encouragement  along  this  line,  in  so  much  as  I  have  been  unable  to 
get  reports  from  Committee  appointed. 

In  the  very  beginning,  I  wish  to  say  that  “Reconstruction,”  in  so 
far  as  the  Auxiliaries  are  concerned  over  the  State,  is  in  its  infancy — 
by  this,  I  mean  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  Auxiliaries  under  the 
head  of  “Reconstruction.” 

As  State  Chairman,  I  do  want  to  give  a  brief  outline  of  the  wonder¬ 
ful  work  known  as  Reconstruction  Service,  which  in  my  opinion,  with 
the  coming  year,  will  prove  one  of  our  most  important  subjects  for 
thought,  work,  and  last  but  not  least,  results. 

Reconstruction  Service  is  divided  into  two  classes,  namely:  Physio¬ 
therapy,  the  art  of  science  in  curing  disease;  and  Occupational  The¬ 
rapy.  Occupational  Therapy  is  sub-divided  into  three  separate 
classes — being  academic,  shops,  and  crafts.  Academic  and  Shops, 
as  I  understand  it,  are  used  for  the  men  who  are  well  on  the  road 
to  recovery,  or  who  will  soon  be  able  to  take  up  vocational  training; 
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the  last — Crafts,  is  applied  to  the  men  who  are  compelled  to  take 

hours  of  rest  both  morning  and  afternoon,  and  who  are  only  able  to 

do  such  work  as  knitting,  painting,  weaving,  etc.,  which  they  are 
taught  to  do  while  reclining  on  their  cots.  Such  articles  are  on 
display  and  for  sale  during  this  Convention,  in  the  rear  of  the  room. 
The  doctors  use  the  above  methods  as  medicine  for  these  boys  who 
are  sick  of  body  and  mind. 

Now  comes  our  part  in  this  great  work.  These  men,  quite  a  lot 
of  them  do  not  receive  compensation  equal  to  their  financial  needs. 
If  they  will  buy  their  own  material  from  the  Government,  it  is 
furnished  for  much  less  than  wholesale  cost.  By  doing  this,  they  are 
allowed  to  place  their  finished  products  on  sale,  if  a  market  for  same 
can  be  found.  This  and  this  alone  is  the  place  where  the  Auxiliaries 
all  over  North  Carolina  can  be  of  material  assistance,  in  so  much  as 
disposing  or  helping  them  dispose  of  their  handiwork. 

I  would  suggest,  as  State  Chairman  of  this  work,  that  Oteen  Post 
be  notified  of  our  interest;  also  the  Occupational  Therapy  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  they  will  greatly  appreciate  I  am  sure. 

The  Oteen  Post,  I  understand,  at  this  time  is  preparing  to  open  a 
building  on  the  hospital  grounds;  and  I  believe  it  would  be  an  excel¬ 
lent  idea  to  ask  their  hearty  co-operation  in  assisting  the  boys  to 
place  their  work  on  display  there,  as  well  as  seeing  that  same  is  sent 
out  to  the  different  Auxiliaries  who  might  be  giving  bazaars  or  any¬ 
thing  of  the  kind  for  the  benefit  of  Reconstruction  or  Hospitalization. 

If  the  boys  only  knew  they  could  depend  on  us  to  find  a  sale  for 
their  makings — they  would  put  on  an  entirely  different  appearance, 
and  feel  that  their  efforts  were  really  worth  while. 

This  undertaking  of  ours  will  amount  to  just  this:  we  will  be  work¬ 
ing  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  Occupational  Therapy  Department. 
We  will  also  be  instrumental  in  getting  the  very  best  our  boys  pos¬ 
sess,  and  in  giving  this,  they  will  take  on  new  ambitions,  and  put  up 
a  harder  fight,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  being  benefited  finan¬ 
cially,  and  made  to  feel  that  they  are  doing  something  worth-while. 
We  must  make  them  feel  that  the  people  appreciate  their  ability, 
and  want  to  buy  their  products;  and  that  they  are  not  buying  merely 
through  curiosity  and  sympathy. 

I  will  ask  that  all  delegates  and  alternates  get  busy  when  we  are 
again  home,  and  explain  our  plan  to  your  President.  She  will  in  turn 
appoint  a  chairman,  and  a  committee  who  I  trust  will  plan  a  big 
bazaar,  or  celebrate  “Oteen  Day”  at  one  of  your  department  stores, 
advertising  same  some  few  days  ahead,  stating  just  how  these  articles 
are  made  by  our  disabled  boys,  how  we  obtain  them  for  sale;  and  put 
great  stress  on  the  fact  that  every  cent  of  the  money  will  be  sent  back 
to  the  soldiers  who  contributed  same,  to  help  them  in  any  way  they 
may  see  fit  to  use  it. 
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This  is  a  great  work  and  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  show  just  how 
our  American  Legion  Auxiliary  in  North  Carolina  can  help  the 
disabled  ones  who  we  love  dearly,  and  who  are  striving  to  help 
themselves. 

Further  information  can  be  obtained  from  Mrs.  Helen  Hartley 
Anderson,  Occupational  Therapy  Department,  Oteen,  N.  C. 

I  thank  you. 

The  members  of  the  Convention  joined  heartily  in  sing¬ 
ing,  “The  Old  North  State,”  after  which  Mrs.  W.  L.  Thorpe 
delighted  the  audience  by  again  singing  “Call  of  the  Flag.” 

The  following  reports  were  given : 

LEGISLATION 

Madam  President,  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

The  duties  of  your  legislative  chairman  began  with,  a  visit  to 
Raleigh,  on  February  6,  1923,  in  company  with  your  President  and 
Post  Adjutant  Denny— the  purpose,  a  joint  meeting  with  the  Legion 
Executive  Committee.  The  Legion  legislative  plans  were  here  clearly 
defined  as  of  an  educational  nature. 

An  invitation  was  accepted  to  visit  the  legislative  bodies  in  session, 
and  among  the  social  courtesies  received  was  a  luncheon  for  round 
table  discussion  of  Auxiliary  work,  with  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher  as 
hostess. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  session  of  Legislature,  a  letter  was 
sent  each  Unit,  asking  that  the  local  legislative  chairman  inform  her 
Unit  of  the  six  laws  sponsored  by  the  Legion,  and  enacted  by  the 
recent  Legislature.  A  bulletin  was  enclosed,  containing  reference— 
H.  B.  28,  S.  B.  252,  “An  Act  to  require  the  teaching  of  Americanism 

in  the  public  schools.” 

Believing  public  education  the  chief  means  of  bringing  American¬ 
ism  to  the  hundred  per  cent,  mark,  telegrams  and  letters  were  sent  to 
the  representatives  and  to  the  State  papers  by  the  Legislative  Depart¬ 
ment  in  protest  of  the  cut  of  the  appropriations  to  State  institutions 
by  the  budget  committee.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  the  amount  was 
satisfactorily  modified. 

On  Americanism  Day,  your  chairman,  with  representatives  of  the 
local  Post,  visited  the  city  schools  of  Lexington,  and  presented  the 
Auxiliary  creed,  as  it  were,  to  the  Lexington  High  School  boys  and 
girls. 

Being  indebted  to  the  Lexington  Auxiliary  for  the  amount  ot 
Legislative  Department  expenses,  this  Department  wishes  to  go  on 
record  as  highly  appreciative  of  the  gift. 
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The  first  letter  from  the  National  Legislative  Chairman  was  one 
which  called  for  assistance  in  getting  the  Military  Affairs  Committee 
of  Congress  to  report  out  the  Bursum  Bill,  and  was  promptly  put  in 
bulletin  form  and  sent  to  each  Unit.  At  the  same  time,  the  president 
of  each  Unit  was  urged  to  appoint  a  local  legislative  chairman. 
Rocky  Mount  and  Salisbury  were  the  first  to  comply. 

These  letters  were  followed  by  double  postcards,  one  self-addressed 
for  reply.  Your  chairman  feels  like  reporting  the  results  thus: 
“Yes,  We  have  no  bananas  today.’'  Twenty  perfectly  good  Units 
have  appointed  legislative  chairmen. 

An  enlarged  vision  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary  work  has  come  to  your 
chairman  in  a  delightful  manner  as  guest  of  Mrs.  Jas.  K.  Norfleet, 
at  a  luncheon  at  the  O.  Henry,  in  Greensboro,  for  the  Department 
Executive  Committee. 

Another  occasion  of  inspiration  was  the  tea  given  by  the  Clyde 
Bolling  Post  Auxiliary,  with  Dr.  Kate  Waller  Barrett,  National 
President,  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  National  Committee  Woman, 
distinguished  guests  of  honor. 

A  recent  message  from  your  National  Legislative  Chairman  says 
that  the  time  has  arrived  for  us  to  conduct  an  intensive  campaign 
within  the  borders  of  our  own  Department. 

First,  we  must  show  that  we  are  organized.  It  is  recommended 
that  the  Department  be  ready  for  instant,  concerted  action.  When 
the  flash  comes  from  Washington,  let  your  Representative  know 
your  desires  in  regard  to  the  American  Legion  Measure  that  will  be 
introduced  in  the  next  session  of  Congress,  whicsh  convenes  Decem¬ 
ber  3,  1923. 

Plowever,  bear  in  mind  the  Auxiliary  has  no  legislative  program; 
but  may  become  the  power  which  will  effect  remedial  legislation  for 
the  World  War  Veterans  by  support  of  the  Legion  policies. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  JOHN  T.  LOWE, 
North  Carolina  Department  Legislative  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE 


Number  of  Units  in  the  Department _  62 

Number  of  Units  Represented  at  Convention _  31 

Number  of  Delegates  Registered _  60 

Number  of  Alternates  Registered _  21 

Number  of  votes  allowed _ 119 

Respectfully  submitted, 


PATTI E  ARRINGTON,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  Chairman  of  Finance  Committee,  for  the 
year  October,  1922,  to  September,  1923,  I  have  audited  the  books 
of  the  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  find  that  they  are 
O.  K.,  and  in  a  balanced  condition. 

The  books  show  that  $4,989.93  have  been  handled  by  the  Treasurer, 
and  to  date  show  a  balance  of  $1,437.85. 

Splendid  work  has  been  done  by  the  Department  and  this  was 
brought  about  by  the  sale  of  poppies  and  our  membership  dues. 
We  feel  that  the  poppies  should  be  sold  each  year,  and  by  their 
revenue  enable  the  Department  to  do  bigger  and  better  things. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  OSCAR  RAND, 
Chairman  Finance  Committee. 

DEPARTMENT  RESOLUTIONS 

Realizing  the  importance  of  keeping  historical  records,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  North  Carolina  Department  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  endorses  the  “North  Carolina  Historical  and  Literary 
Association,’’  and  recommends  that  three  copies  of  the  Historian’s 
report  be  made — one  to  be  filed  in  the  State  Library,  one  sent  to 
National  Headquarters,  and  one  kept  in  the  Department. 

Whereas,  The  Veterans’  Bureau  wishes  to  give  every  disabled  ex- 
service  man  a  “square  deal,’’  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  assist  the  Veterans’  Bureau  in  any  and  every  way. 

Realizing  the  importance  of  keeping  historical  records,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  Gold  Star  members  give  a  loving  cup  to  the  Unit 
sending  in  the  best  historical  record  for  the  year;  that  this  cup  be 
presented  at  the  State  Convention,  and  held  by  the  winning  Unit 
until  won  by  another  Unit. 

Whereas,  Department  officials,  unless  elected  as  Delegates  or 
Alternates  to  the  National  Convention,  have  no  privileges  in  the 
Convention,  except  as  guests  of  their  respective  delegates,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  National  Committee  Woman,  Department 
President,  and  Secretaries  be  made  members  of  their  Department 
delegation,  as  experiences  of  these  officials  will  be  exceedingly  valu¬ 
able  in  delegation. 

Whereas,  Japan  has  suffered  the  greatest  disaster  in  the  history  of 
the  world;  and, 
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Whereas,  There  are  thousands  of  their  people  destitute  today;  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  give  every  assistance  to  the  Red  Cross  in  raising 
the  relief  fund. 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  DEPARTMENT  OF 

RESOLUTIONS 

Whereas,  the  patriotic  societies  have  had  great  trouble  in  tracing 
eligibility  to  membership  in  said  societies;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  we  require  sworn  affidavits  of  our  members  of 
their  eligibility  to  membership  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Resolved:  That  we  have  fireproof  boxes  for  the  protection  of 
same; 

Resolved:  That  we  begin  preparation  for  the  publication  of  a 
lineage  book; 

Resolved:  That  we  request  the  American  Legion  of  the  various 
Departments  to  furnish  names  and  addresses  of  women  eligible 
through  each  Legionnaire,  attached  to  Legionnaire  application  for 
membership,  so  that  we  may  know  where  to  look  for  prospective 
members; 

Resolved:  That  a  certificate  of  membership  suitable  for  framing, 
be  issued  to  each  member; 

Resolved:  That  a  proper  scrap  book  be  prepared,  same  to  be  main¬ 
tained  at  National  Headquarters. 

Whereas,  in  order  to  educate  and  Americanize  these  immigrants 
that  have  already  come  to  our  shores,  and  in  order  to  take  care  of  the 
unemployed  veterans,  who  of  necessity  are  out  of  work,  due  to  the 
employment  of  aliens,  therefore  Be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  in  Convention 
assembled,  hereby  call  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to 
close  the  gates  to  all  immigrants  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

VV  hereas,  the  Government  is  making  every  effort  to  train  service 
men  who  have  suffered  disability  in  the  World  War  to  take  their 
proper  places  in  industry;  and 

Whereas,  these  men  after  completing  their  training  are  properly 
qualified  for  their  occupations;  Therefore, 

Resolved:  That  any  disabled  man  who  has  taken  Government 
training  and  passed  the  Civil  Service  examination  be  given  preference 
over  all  others  in  the  making  of  appointments  to  Government  posi¬ 
tions;  and 

Resolved:  1  hat  this  matter  be  taken  up  and  proper  action  taken 
along  this  line. 
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Wherefore,  Memorial  Day  is  sacred  to  our  dead;  therefore,  Be  it 

Resolved:  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
that  it  be  observed  in  a  spirit  of  reverence  for  the  departed,  and  to 
this  end  this  Convention  requests  all  Units  to  abstain  from  any  form 
of  public  sports  on  that  day. 

Whereas,  our  splendid  American  Legion  men  emphasized  the 
eligibility  of  our  women  whose  relatives  made  the  supreme  sacrifice, 
by  giving  them  a  dual  clause  in  our  constitution;  and 

Whereas,  these  women  are  not  in  a  position  to  know  of  the  benefit 
to  be  derived  from  a  membership  in  the  Auxiliary,  because  the  men 
who  might  tell  them  are  lying  under  white  crosses;  now  therefore 
Be  it 

Resolved:  That  we  instruct  the  National  Officers  to  create  a  Gold 
Star  Committee,  the  Chairman  of  which  shall  be  a  bona  fide  Gold 
Star  woman. 

* 

Whereas,  the  Veterans’  Bureau  is  establishing  a  Department  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  opportunity  for  the  rehabilitated  Veteran, 
or  in  other  words,  assisting  him  to  secure  a  job;  therefore, 

Resolved:  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  take  on  them¬ 
selves  the  duty  of  reporting  all  jobs,  positions,  or  opportunities  in 
their  community  to  this  Bureau. 

Resolved:  That  we  recommend  that  the  Veterans’  Bureau  permit 
T.B.  cases,  upon  their  request,  to  be  examined  by  specialists. 

Resolved:  That  ex-service  men,  mental  patients,  now  confined  in 
hospitals  with  the  State  Insane,  be  removed  to  hospitals  under  Gov¬ 
ernment  control. 

Resolved:  That  Section  300  of  the  War  Risk  Insurance  Act  be 
amended,  to  extend  the  time  to  a  period  of  five  years. 

Resolved:  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  in  Convention 
assembled,  do  hereby  most  sincerely  and  vigorously  endorse  the 
adjusted  compensation  bill. 

Resolved:  That  this  organization  petition  and  urge  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  proclaim  November  11,  Armistice  Day,  a 
National  Holiday. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


MRS.  EDWARD  W.  BURT. 
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Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  on  behalf  of  the  Samuel  C.  Hart 
Unit,  of  Salisbury,  presented  permanent  Department 
Charter,  which  was  accepted  by  Mrs.  Norfleet. 

Mrs.  Norfleet  stated  that  the  Georgia  Department  heartily 
endorses  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt  as  National  Vice-President,  and 
on  motion  of  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe  this  Convention  endorses 
Mrs.  Burt  by  a  rising  vote. 

Report  of  Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee  accepted 
as  amended. 

No  report  from  the  Laiason  Committee. 

Mrs.  Magette  and  Mrs.  Wilkes  made  short  talks  on  the 
Lily  Burt  Plospital  Fund. 

On  behalf  of  this  Department  Auxiliary,  Mrs.  J.  Renwick 
Wilkes  presented  to  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Department 
President,  a  pin,  a  beautiful  token  of  love  and  appreciation, 
which  was  graciously  accepted  by  Mrs.  Norfleet. 

REPORT  OF  COURTESIES  COMMITTEE 

Our  beloved  President  has  conferred  on  our  committee  a  most 
happy  honor.  What  can  be  more  delightful  than  to  tell  people  who 
have  done  wonderful  things  for  you  how  lovely  you  think  they  are? 

I  remember  your  local  president,  Mrs.  Frank  Spruill,  said  at  the 
Greensboro  Convention,  when  Rocky  Mount  invited  us  to  meet 
with  them,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  little  Rocky  Mount  to 
entertain  us  as  Greensboro  has  done.  I  am  sure  that  each  one  of  us 
(though  not  forgetting  for  one  minute  the  splendid  Convention  in 
Greensboro,  and  their  royal  hospitality)  thoroughly  disagrees  with 
Mrs.  Spruill.  Dear  hostesses  of  Rocky  Mount,  your  hands  and  your 
hearts  have  reached  out  to  us  in  comradely  welcome;  you  have  made 
us  feel  that  the  gathering  is  indeed  our  own.  You  have  given  us  a 
beautiful  experience;  you  have  given  us  a  beautiful  Convention. 
Your  capable  chairman  and  her  efficient  corps  of  workers  have 
extended  to  us  every  consideration,  every  courtesy,  and  have  made 
each  and  every  one  of  us  very  happy,  and  overflowing  with  loving 
appreciation  and  gratitude. 

We  want  to  thank  you,  to  thank  you  from  our  hearts. 

W  e  want  to  thank  the  local  merchants,  drug  stores,  and  fountains 
for  their  lavish  supply  of  fans,  pencils,  cards,  cold  drinks,  and  the 
numberless  courtesies  they  have  extended. 
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We  want  to  thank  the  hotel  force,  from  managers  to  the  bellboys, 
for  their  generous  hospitality  and  never-failing  thoughtfulness. 

We  want  to  thank  those  who  have  made  your  city  beautiful  with 
patriotic  and  floral  decorations;  the  musical  committee,  for  artistic 
and  inspiring  music;  your  efficient  motor  corps,  for  the  abundance 
of  machines  at  our  disposal;  the  press,  for  their  splendid  co-operation; 
the  pretry  pages,  for  their  delightful  attention;  and  Messrs.  Arring¬ 
ton,  for  their  invitation  to  the  movies. 

We  feel  most  grateful  to  the  Coleman- Pitt  Post  and  Auxiliary  for 
their  delightfully  arranged  luncheon  and  beautiful  reception  and 
dance;  to  the  Woman’s  Club  for  their  attractive  garden  party;  the 
U.  D.  C.  for  their  charming  reception;  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  L.  Bland 
for  their  enjoyable  barbecue;  and  to  the  Red  Cross  for  their  care 
and  attention. 

The  Legion  and  Auxiliary  of  Spring  Hope  we  thank  for  their  most 
pronounced  community  effort  and  delightful  entertainment,  coupled 
with  the  Red  Cross,  the  greatest  mother  in  the  world. 

You  Rocky  Mount  folks  have  been  perfectly  lovely,  and  have  given 
us  such  a  good  time.  Your  labors  have  been  tireless;  your  prepara¬ 
tions  have  been  unstinted;  your  hospitality  has  been  lavish,  and  truly 
Southern.  We  thank  you. 

We  are  also  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  to  add  our  voice  of 
loving  gratitude  and  appreciation  of  our  splendid  corps  of  department 
officials,  and  our  beloved  leader  and  guide,  who  has  given  to  the 
Convention  at  large,  as  she  has  each  local  Auxiliary  and  individual 
member  during  the  year,  inspiration,  cheer,  a  guiding  purpose,  and  a 
goal  among  the  stars. 

We  will  all  go  home  to  make  our  own  Unit  bigger  and  better,  to 
so  serve  that  when  our  time  comes  to  be  hostesses  we  will  not  fall 
below  the  splendid  standard  set  by  Rocky  Mount. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

REBE  HILL  SHIELDS,  Chairman. 

The  nominating  committee  recommended  Mrs.  F.  S. 
Spruill  for  Department  President  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  she 
was  unanimously  elected.  However,  she  declined  to  accept 
the  position,  and  nominated  from  the  floor  the  incumbent, 
Mrs.  Jas.  K.  Norfleet.  Mrs.  Norfleet  stated  that  nothing 
would  give  her  more  pleasure  than  to  serve  for  another 
year,  but  that  upon  advice  of  her  physician  she  would  have 
to  decline.  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt  then  nominated  from  the  floor 
Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  of  Charlotte,  the  motion  was  sec- 
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onded,  and  unanimously  carried.  Mrs.  W  ilkes,  in  a  few 
well  chosen  words,  expressed  her  surprise  and  appreciation 
of  the  honor  thus  shown  her,  and  pledged  her  support  of  the 
work  in  every  way  possible.  Mrs.  Wilkes  name  was 
withdrawn  from  the  nominating  committee,  and  Mrs.  Sam 
Lee  substituted  in  lieu  thereof.  The  nominating  committee 
then  withdrew  again,  and  returned  with  the  following 
recommendations : 


For  President:  Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  of  Charlotte. 

First  Vice-President:  Mrs.  Grant  Shepherd,  of  Salisbury. 

Second  Vice-President:  Mrs.  A.  B.  Thomas,  of  Waynesville. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer:  Mrs.  C.  D.  Magette,  of  Winston-Salem. 
Chaplain:  Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  of  Rocky  Mount. 

Historian:  Miss  Lida  Rodman,  of  Washington. 


A  beautiful  basket  of  flowers  was  presented  to  Mrs.  F.  S. 
Spruill,  from  her  Auxiliary  Unit.  Mrs.  Spruill  in  turn 
gracefully  presented  it  to  Mrs.  Wilkes,  the  incoming  De¬ 
partment  President. 


District  committee  women  were  elected  as  follows:  First 
district,  to  be  filled;  second  district,  Miss  Orie  Moseley,  of 
Kinston;  third  district,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Daniels,  of  New  Bern; 
fourth  district,  Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcocke,  of  Rocky  Mount;  fifth 
district,  Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann,  of  High  Point;  sixth  district,  Mrs. 
R.  C.  Cantwell,  Jr.,  of  Wilmington;  seventh  district,  Mrs. 
Charles  Young,  of  Lexington;  eighth  district,  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Morrow,  of  Mooresville;  ninth  district,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice, 
of  Charlotte ;  tenth  district,  to  be  filled. 

Delegates  to  the  National  Convention  at  California  were 
elected  as  follows:  Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  of  Charlotte; 
Mrs.  Jas.  K.  Norfleet,  of  Winston-Salem;  Mrs.  Edward  W. 
Burt,  of  Salisbury;  Miss  Rebe  Shields,  of  Scotland  Neck; 
Mrs.  Raymond  Pollock,  of  New  Bern;  Miss  Orie  Moseley, 
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of  Kinston;  Miss  Nan  Norfleet,  of  Winston-Salem;  and 
Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann,  of  High  Point. 

Alternates:  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cozart,  of  Wilson;  Miss  Laura 
Clark,  of  Scotland  Neck;  Mrs.  George  Bunker,  of  Wilming¬ 
ton;  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  of  Monroe;  Miss  Mary  Trice,  of  Lex¬ 
ington;  Mrs.  Gabe  H.  Croom,  of  Wilmington;  Mrs.  John  T. 
Lowe,  of  Lexington;  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Cantwell,  of  Wil¬ 
mington. 

On  motion,  the  Third  Annual  Convention  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  was 
declared  adjourned. 
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Hospitalization — Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes 


Charlotte 


First  State  Convention 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Department  of  North  Carolina 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 
FASSIFERN  INN  AUDITORIUM 

The  First  State  Convention  of  Women’s  Auxiliary  of 
American  Legion,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  was  held 
in  Hendersonville,  August  26  and  27,  1921. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Department  Com¬ 
mander,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  of  Salisbury,  and  officially  opened 
by  Mr.  Dan  S.  Hollenga,  of  Hamlet,  National  Field  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  American  Legion.  The  song  “Carolina” 
was  sung,  standing,  after  which  the  Lord’s  Prayer  was 
repeated  in  concert.  Mr.  Hollenga  addressed  the  Conven¬ 
tion  briefly,  but  his  talk  was  interesting  and  impressive, 
paying  a  beautiful  tribute  to  the  Womanhood  of  America, 
saying  “They  are  the  greatest  single  force  in  America 
today.”  He  urged  that  we  rally  to  the  men  of  the  Legion 
now,  as  they  need  us,  and  expect  much  from  us  as  an  organ¬ 
ization,  and  that  in  our  hands  are  the  great  problems  of  the 
day.  He  also  urged  that  the  slogan  be  “No  Bachelor  Post 
in  North  Carolina.” 

A  cordial  address  of  welcome  was  made  by  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Williams,  president  Hendersonville  Unit  of  the  Auxiliary, 
and  this  was  fittingly  responded  to  by  Miss  Lura  Ada 
Heath,  of  Monroe. 

The  address  of  Department  Commander  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Burt,  Salisbury,  was  enthusiastically  received,  and  showed 


48 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


how  much  had  been  accomplished  during  the  short  time 
she  had  been  Commander,  particularly  in  the  gain  of  new 
members;  and  she  urged  the  hearty  support  and  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  every  individual  member,  to  stand  back  of  her,  and 
to  make  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  what  the  men  want  to 
make  it — a  real  help  to  them. 

DEPARTMENT  COMMANDER'S  ADDRESS 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt 

The  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion  was  established 
by  an  Act  of  the  last  National  Convention  of  the  American  Legion, 
at  Minneapolis,  November,  1919.  Since  that  time,  the  Auxiliary  has 
been  affiliated  with,  and  governed  by,  the  American  Legion;  but  the 
time  has  come  when  the  leaders  of  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary 
think  it  advisable  to  form  a  separate  organization  of  the  Auxiliary, 
realizing  more  and  more  the  magnitude  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and 
believing  that  more  can  be  accomplished  by  the  two  organizations 
working  independently,  but  in  unity  of  spirit  and  purpose. 

On  the  first  of  August  I  received  the  official  notification  of  my 
appointment  as  Temporary  Commander  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary 
of  the  American  Legion,  together  with  a  corps  of  efficient  workers 
to  aid  me  in  working  out  the  plans  of  this  convention,  as  well  as  the 
preliminary  plans  for  our  State  organization.  The  time  has  been  so 
short  since  my  appointment  that,  naturally,  little  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  in  so  huge  an  undertaking.  My  first  thought  after  receiving 
my  appointment  was  to  personally  undertake  the  organization  of 
new  Auxiliary  Units,  and  I  did  assist  in  the  organization  of  a  splen¬ 
did  Unit  at  Albemarle — making  twenty-one  Units  in  the  State. 
But,  realizing  that  the  time  was  too  short  in  conjunction  with  my 
other  duties,  to  continue  this  phase  of  the  work,  I  have  confined 
my  efforts  mainly  to  writing  personal  letters  to  the  different  Com¬ 
mitteemen  and  Commanders,  asking  them  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
Auxiliaries  in  their  districts,  and  the  members  of  their  Units,  and 
urge  them  to  put  on  drives  for  new  members  and  to  line  up  delegates 
to  this  Convention — which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  must  have  been  entered 
into  with  whole-hearted  enthusiasm,  judging  from  the  large  number 
present. 

In  order  to  have  a  successful  Auxiliary,  we  will  require  a  con¬ 
structive  program  to  maintain  the  interest  of  our  members — but, 
before  I  outline  a  program  of  work  for  your  consideration,  I  want  to 
first  emphasize  the  great  importance  of  a  large  membership,  the  vital 
need  of  a  large  majority  of  the  women  as  members  of  our  Auxiliary. 
Each  Legion  Post  should  have  its  Auxiliary.  I  think  it  might  be  well 
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to  adopt  Kansas'  slogan — “Not  a  Bachelor  Post  in  the  State/'  and 
work  to  that  end  during  the  coming  year.  The  best  prescription  lor  a 
sick  or  feeble  Legion  Post  is  to  organize  a  live,  wide-awake  Auxiliary 
Unit.  I  believe  it  will  even  raise  the  dead  ones.  Try  it  and  see! 
Every  county  must  have  an  Auxiliary,  and  to  this  end  I  think  we 
need  an  Organization  Committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  get  this 
State  thoroughly  organized  in  the  Auxiliary  work.  Someone  has 
said:  “The  fundamental  thing  in  a  democracy  like  our  own  is  popular 
opinion”;  and  I  think  this  is  very  true.  Public  opinion  raised, 
equipped,  and  sent  an  army  to  France;  and  public  opinion  today  can 
see  that  our  Government  pays  that  “debt  of  honor,  long  overdue,”  to 
the  ex-service  men  and  women. 

I  feel  that  our  first  duty  is  to  aid  the  Legion  in  helping  the  disabled 
veterans.  Someone  says,  How  can  I  help?  I  don’t  live  near  a  hos¬ 
pital.  My  comrades,  if  we  thought  as  much  of  the  boys  today  as  we 
did  during  the  war,  when  we  worked  night  and  day  with  our  Red 
Cross,  making  bandages  and  garments,  and  knitting — knitting  even 
in  our  dreams,  these  questions  would  not  be  asked.  There  would 
not  be  one  neglected  sick  boy  in  America.  The  trouble  is  this,  we 
have  forgotten — forgotten  the  splendid  boys  who  went  over  across 
the  sea  to  safeguard  our  homes — forgotten  the  debt  of  gratitude  and 
service  that  we  owe  them.  I  think  of  the  terrible  sacrifices  that  so 
many  of  the  boys  made — some  gave  an  arm  or  a  leg,  or  both  arms; 
others  their  sight  or  their  hearing  or  their  voice;  and  still  others  are 
so  broken  in  mind  and  body  that  they  will  always  be  invalids.  And 
what  have  we  done  for  these  men?  Well,  because  there  weren’t 
hospitals  enough  in  wrhich  to  place  them,  they  have  been  lodged  in 
insane  asylums  and  county  homes  of  the  lowest  order — and  forgotten. 
I  often  wonder  if  these  “poor  battered  boys”  don’t  envy  their  buddies 
who  sleep  so  quietly  and  peacefully  beneath  the  poppies  in  Flanders 
Fields.  Now,  comrades,  there  is  a  great  work  for  us  to  do.  We  can 
arouse  the  interest  of  the  public  in  our  veterans,  and  let  our  repre¬ 
sentatives  at  Washington  know  that  we  are  behind  our  Legion  in  its 
legislative  program. 

The  passage  of  the  Sweet  Bill  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  should  be  followed  by  a  marked  improvement  in  the  method  of 
dealing  with  the  disabled  veteran.  Col.  Chas.  Forbes,  the  head  of 
the  new  Veterans’  Bureau,  is  to  speak  for  the  Legion,  and  while  he 
doesn’t  appear  on  our  program  he  has  been  invited  to  come  and  talk 
to  us,  and  I  hope  he  will  do  so.  I  want  this  Convention  to  go  on 
record  as  approving  heartily  of  the  Nation-Wide  Drive  for  Disabled 
Veterans,  which  is  being  launched  by  Colonel  Forbes,  the  American 
Red  Cross,  and  the  American  Legion — and  offering  our  assistance 
as  an  organization,  and  promising  our  help  and  co-operation  as  indi- 
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viduals  and  Auxiliary  members.  This  drive  will  be  just  as  far- 
reaching  and  beneficial  as  we  people  make  it. 

The  families  of  these  disabled  men  often  need  our  care  and  atten¬ 
tion.  The  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  should  go  hand  in  hand  in  this 
work. 

One  very  interesting  phase  of  the  Auxiliary  work,  and  one  that 
should  appeal  very  strongly  to  the  women,  is  the  historical  work.  I 
would  suggest  that  an  active  historian  be  appointed  for  each  Auxiliary 
Unit,  to  co-operate  with  the  Legion  historian  in  securing  and  having 
properly  recorded  all  service  records  and  discharges.  There  was 
passed  at  the  last  Legislature  an  Act  requiring  the  Register  of  Deeds 
in  each  county  to  make  a  permanent  record  of  all  service  records  and 
discharges.  If,  during  the  next  year,  we  could  secure  the  recording 
in  this  State — that  in  itself  would  be  a  wonderful  accomplishment  for 
the  Auxiliar\\  The  time  to  do  this  historical  work  is  now,  and  not 
years  hence,  when  man)^  service  records  will  have  been  lost. 

The  Auxiliary  must  feel  their  obligation  to  let  no  patriotic  anni¬ 
versary  go  by  without  its  fitting  observance — grave  or  gay.  Memorial 
Day  should  be  observed  as  a  day  of  solemnity  in  the  Legion  and  the 
Auxiliary;  but  the  Fourth  of  July  and  Armistice  Day  give  you  a 
chance  for  a  celebration  of  another  kind — the  kind  that  makes  the  old 
“Main  Street”  a  lane  of  flags,  bunting,  and  laughter,  and  lets  the 
people  know  that  the  spirit  of  today — 1921 — is  the  same  as  the  spirit 
of  17776-1917. 

Another  feature  of  the  Auxiliary  work  that  is  both  pleasant  and 
interesting  is  the  social  side  of  our  w'ork.  Give  the  Legion  a  big 
picnic,  and  see  how  much  the  boys  enjoy  it.  Let  the  boys  know  that 
at  an)f  time  they  want  to  have  a  big  “blowout”  you  will  furnish  the 
supper.  One  social  affair  a  month  with  the  Legion  will  boost  the 
memberships  of  both  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  tremendously, 
and  will  be  the  means  of  bringing  the  two  organizations  very  close 
together. 

Now,  the  last  thing  that  I  shall  recommend  is  this;  I  believe 
that  at  this  Convention — our  first — a  movement  should  be  started 
for  the  erection  of  a  State  Memorial  of  the  North  Carolina  boys  who 
made  the  supreme  sacrifice.  As  to  howr  the  money  is  to  be  secured — 
whether  by  popular  subscription  or  from  the  Legislature;  as  to  what 
the  Memorial  should  be — a  hospital,  an  avenue,  or  a  mounment;  are 
matters  to  be  worked  out  in  the  future;  but  I  feel  strongly  that  this 
work  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the  State, 
and  that  the  movement  should  be  started  at  this  Convention. 


The  Department  Adjutant,  recently  appointed,  Mrs.  C.  N. 
G.  Butt,  Charlotte,  had  no  report  to  make. 
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The  Commander  appointed  the  following  Convention 
Committees : 

Credentials  Committee — Mrs.  J.  W.  Williams,  chairman;  Mrs. 
Michael  Schenck,  Mrs.  Earl  Stillman. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws — Mrs.  H.  P.  Grier,  chairman;  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Proctor,  Mrs.  Thomas  Marsh. 

Resolutions  Committee — Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  chairman;  Mrs. 
Charles  Coggins,  Miss  Ursula  Blankenship. 

Hospitalization  Committee — Mrs.  Jas.  K.  Norfleet,  chairman;  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Winder,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Waldrop. 

Time  and  Place  Committee — Mrs.  Louis  Owen,  chairman;  Mrs. 
Gibson,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Mullineaux. 

Unit  Activities  and  Welfare — Mrs.  Hugh  Murrill,  chairman;  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Bray,  Mrs.  W.  X.  Coley. 

Rules  of  Convention  Committee — Mrs.  T.  A.  Jones,  chairman;  Mrs. 
Hazel  Chadwick,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Beasley. 

Miss  Pauline  Curnick,  National  Field  Representative  of 
Women’s  Auxiliary,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  gave  a  charming 
address,  and  showed  the  great  work  that  is  before  us  to  do. 
She  said  we  are  today  the  largest  woman’s  organization  in 
the  world,  and  every  day  Units  are  being  organized — there 
being  at  present  about  3600  Units,  and  that  the  sun  never 
sets  on  the  Women’s  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Shuford,  of  Asheville,  representing  the  “War 
Mothers,”  was  presented,  and  brought  greetings  to  the 
Convention,  and  asked  the  co-operation  of  this  body  in 
establishing  “The  Chimes,”  to  play  our  own  “Star  Spangled 
Banner”  each  evening  as  a  “People’s  Memorial”  to  our 
World  War  Heroes.  She  asked  this  Convention  to  endorse 
this,  and  send  to  National  Committee  at  Kansas  City, 
November  1  and  2. 

Adjournment  was  taken  at  five-thirty,  and  a  delightful 
automobile  ride  and  tea  at  Duncraggan  Inn  was  enjoyed. 

(Signed)  MRS.  C.  N.  G.  BUTT, 
Temporary  Adjutant. 
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EVENING  SESSION 

Evening  session  opened  to  Legion,  Auxiliary,  and  public. 
Convened  in  County  Courthouse. 

Invocation. 

Music. 

Mr.  Cyrus  D.  Hogue,  Wilmington,  Department  Com¬ 
mander  of  Legion,  presiding. 

Address  by  Hon.  Cameron  Morrison,  Governor  of  North 
Carolina,  introduced  by  Mr.  Alvin  M.  Owsley,  National 
Director  of  Americanism  Commission  of  American  Legion. 

Address  by  Hon.  Josephus  Daniels,  former  Secretary  of 
United  States  Navy.  Mr.  Daniels  was  introduced  by  Hon. 
Alvin  M.  Owsley. 


SATURDAY,  AUGUST  27,  1921 


MORNING  SESSION 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  singing  of  “America/' 
led  by  Mrs.  Michael  Schenck,  of  Hendersonville,  after  which 
Mrs.  Jas.  K.  Norfleet,  of  Winston-Salem,  led  in  prayer. 

Credenials  Committee  reported  twenty-seven  delegates 
present ;  twenty-one  Auxiliaries  in  State ;  and  twelve  Auxili¬ 
aries  represented. 

REPORT  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE 

Number  of  Units _ 21 

Number  of  Units  Represented _ 12 

New  Bern _ Donnerson-Hawkins  Post,  No.  24 

Mrs.  Hazel  H.  Chadwick,  Mrs.  F.  L.  Bray,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Mul- 
lineaux,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Waldrop,  Mrs.  T.  C.  Daniels. 


Votes — 3 

Winston-Salem _ Clyde  Bolling  Post,  No.  55 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  Mrs.  Louis  Owen. 

Votes — 2 

Charlotte _ Hornets’  Nest  Post,  No.  9 


Mrs.  Hugh  A.  Murrill,  Mrs.  C.  N.  G.  Butt,  Miss  Ursula  Blan¬ 
kenship. 

Votes — 3 

Raleigh _ Raleigh  Post,  No.  1 

Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  Mrs.  I.  M.  Proctor,  Miss  Jennie  Proctor, 
Mrs.  Will  X.  Coley. 

Votes — 2 

Asheville _ Kiffen  Rockwell  Post,  No.  2 

Mrs.  Thos.  A.  Jones,  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Taylor. 

Votes — 2 

Greensboro _ Henry  Knott  Butner  Post,  No.  53 

Mrs.  John  Winder 


Votes — 2 
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Gastonia _ 

Mrs.  T.  E.  Leavitt. 


Gaston  Post,  No.  23 


Votes — 2 


Monroe _ 

Miss  Lura  Ada  Heath. 


Melvin  Deese  Post,  No.  27 


Votes — 2 


Salisbury _ Samuel  0.  Hart  Post,  No.  14 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Commander;  Mrs.  Thos.  B.  Marsh,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Chas.  L.  Coggin. 

Votes — 2  or  3 

Statesville _ Hurst-Turner  Post,  No.  65 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Grier,  District  Committee  Woman  of  Eighth  Dis¬ 
trict. 

Votes — 3 


Hamlet _ Hamlet  Post,  No.  49 

Miss  Myrtle  McNeely,  District  Committee  Woman  of  Seventh 
District. 


Votes — 2 


Hendersonville 


Hubert  M.  Smith  Post,  No.  77 


Mrs.  W.  A.  Smith,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Bly,  Mrs.  William  Lott,  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Williams. 


Votes — 2 


Total  number  of  delegates  and  alternates _ 27 

Total  number  of  Units _ 12 


Historian’s  report,  written  by  Miss  Edwina  Lockett,  of 
Winston-Salem,  and  read  by  Mrs.  Louis  Owen,  was  given, 
and  much  enjoyed.  A  brief  history  of  each  Unit  was  also 
sent  by  Miss  Lockett,  showing  the  various  activities  of  each 
Unit. 

REPORT  OF  THE  FIRST  STATE  HISTORIAN 
(Miss  Edwina  Lockett,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.) 

When  asked,  a  little  more  than  two  weeks  ago,  to  tell  you  some¬ 
thing  of  the  part  the  North  Carolina  men  took  in  the  World  War, 
I  felt  very  much  like  Uncle  William,  the  old-fashioned  darkey,  did 
when  someone  read  aloud  what  had  been  written  about  him  in  one 
of  our  magazines,  by  a  Northerner  who  had  interviewed  him  when 
South.  Uncle  William  replied,  when  hearing  his  sayings,  “Lar’s, 
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Miss  Ida,  if  I’d  a  knowed  that  man  was  a-goin’  to  write  down  what 
I  said,  I  sho’  would  have  thought  of  something  smart  to  say.”  Not 
that  I  could  have  said  something  smart  if  I  had  known  earlier  that 
I  am  to  tell  you  more  on  this  occasion  than  just  to  give  you  a  report 
of  what  the  Women’s  Auxiliaries  of  the  American  Legion  are  doing 
in  North  Carolina;  but  two  weeks’  time  is  not  half  long  enough  to  get 
together  all  that  our  soldiers  did  during  the  great  World  War. 
Indeed,  to  do  this  subject  justice,  one  would  have  to  take  months, 
for  the  undertaking  is  a  most  stupendous  one.  North  Carolina’s 
World  War  History  is  very  colorful. 

Now,  when  we  hear  the  words  “Our  North  Carolina  Boys  in  the 
World  War,”  we  naturally  swell  with  pride.  We  think  of  the  boys 
in  khaki;  wre  think  of  the  boys  in  blue;  and  of  how  we  kept  the  home 
fires  burning  while  they  were  in  camp  in  this  country,  and  “over 
there.”  We  recall  how  they  were  summoned  from  hillside  and  glen; 
and  the  finest  part  about  it  is,  the  boys  were  ready.  But,  before 
reviewing  with  you  further  as  to  what  our  boys  did,  I  am  sure, 
Madam  Commander,  and  Fellow-Legionnaires,  you  will  pardon  me 
if  I  broaden  my  subject,  or  rather  study  “North  Carolina’s  part  in  the 
World  War,”  and  consider  briefly  some  of  the  big  men  who  had  a 
part  in  the  war  that  were  formerly  North  Carolina  boys,  and  still 
consider  themselves  “Tarheels.” 

Take  the  Hon.  Josephus  Daniels,  for  instance,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  He  had  a  big  part  in  the  strife.  It  was  through  his  leader¬ 
ship  that  the  United  States  was  able  to  place  700,000  sons  in  France 
by  June  the  first,  after  our  United  States  had  declared  war  on 
Germany  on  the  seventh  of  April  preceding.  And  over  two  million 
of  our  men  were  in  France  at  the  time  of  the  Armistice. 

A.  W.  McLean,  of  the  War  Finance  Committee,  was  also  a  North 
Carolinian — which  reminds  me  of  the  fact  that,  during  the  war,  the 
six  most  important  committees  in  the  government  of  our  United 
States  were  headed  by  Tarheels.  Never  has  this  State  wielded  such 
influence  in  the  affairs  of  our  nation;  and  at  that  time  no  other  State 
in  the  Union  was  in  as  much  authority.  Senator  Simmons,  with 
seventeen  years  to  his  credit,  was  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee,  by  all  odds  the  most  important  in  the  Capitol.  Senator 
Overman  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and 
was  the  Administrative  spokesman  in  the  Senate.  Representative 
Kitchin  was  majority  leader  in  the  House,  and  chairman  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committe.  Representative  Pou  was  chairman  of 
the  Rules  Committee,  which  is  regarded  as  the  second  most  im¬ 
portant  committee  in  the  House.  Representative  Webb  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Judiciary  Committee;  and  Representative  Small  was 
chairman  of  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Committee. 
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There  was  Ambassador  Walter  Hines  Page,  a  North  Carolinian 
by  birth,  “whose  activities  and  achievements  at  the  Court  of  St. 
James  form  a  compendous  history  of  American  diplomacy,”  so  the 
State  Department  at  Washington  claimed  on  the  day  President 
Wilson  accepted  his  resignation,  tendered  on  account  of  the  ambas¬ 
sador’s  failing  health.  “When  the  British  and  French  Governments 
perceived  the  necessity  of  restraining  German  activity  in  the  fields 
and  on  the  high  seas  by  the  establishment  of  the  most  rigid  blockade, 
which  involved  an  interference  with  the  rights  of  neutral  shipping 
far  beyond  anything  formerly  recognized  as  within  the  rights  of  the 
belligerents,  it  was  Ambassador  Page  who  was  called  upon  to  present 
the  solemn  protest  of  this  government  against  many  of  these  illegal 
actions  and  orders  in  council,  but  the  State  Department  said  that,  “so 
tactfully  and  wisely  did  he  handle  these  deliberate  questions  that 
he  was  able  to  secure  from  the  British  and  French  governments 
modifications  of  the  orders  that  went  far  to  ameliorate  the  hardships 
imposed  upon  neutral  commerce.” 

At  the  same  time  that  Ambassador  Walter  Hines  Page  was  tact¬ 
fully  representing  the  United  States  Government  in  England,  a  North 
Carolina  boy  was  rapidly  making  history — history  not  of  our  country 
alone,  but  of  France  and  the  whole  allied  world.  This  was  no  other 
than  our  own  Kiffen  Rockwell,  an  Ashevillian  by  birth,  and  a  world 
hero.  A  boy  who  knew  no  fear,  and  with  an  ambition  to  put  an  end 
to  the  dreadful  Boche,  he  joined  the  LaFayettc  Escadrille,  in  1914, 
long  before  the  United  States  even  dreamed  of  entering  the  conflict. 
Lieutenant  Rockwell  put  an  end  to  eighteen  Germans,  and  it  was  one 
of  the  enemies’  dum-dum  bullets  that  shot  him  down  while  in  action, 
thus  killing  a  boy  whose  memory  France  and  America  will  always 
honor,  and  will  put  him  down  as  one  of  the  greatest  heroes  of  the 
World  War.  He  was  the  first  American  boy  to  join  the  LaFayette 
Escadrille,  and  his  spirit  and  enthusiasm  were  an  inspiration  to  the 
whole  Air  Service  throughout  the  entire  war. 

McConnell  was  another  North  Carolina  boy  who  won  distinction 
in  the  LaFayette  Escadrille,  and  who  gave  his  life  for  France  and 
America.  Paul  Nissen  Montague,  of  Winston-Salem,  was  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Air  Service,  and  was  one  of  the  two  North 
Carolina  boys  in  this  branch  who  were  taken  prisoners  by  the  Ger¬ 
mans.  Lieutenant  Montague  was  out  scouting  when  a  German  shell 
pierced  a  wing  of  his  plane,  forcing  him  to  land  behind  the  German 
lines,  where  he  was  imprisoned  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Edward 
Clingman,  of  Greensboro,  had  a  similar  experience  to  Lieutenant 
Montague.  Some  day  we  hope  these  men  will  tell  us  something  about 
the  German  prisons;  but  to  date,  as  is  the  case  with  most  of  our 
soldiers,  they  are  very  reticent  about  their  experiences  “over  there.” 
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The  spirit  of  the  Tarheel  boys  was  “to  make  good,”  and  they  did; 
and  their  spirit  of  brotherhood  cannot  be  surpassed  anywhere  in 
history,  not  even  in  the  friendship  of  Tennyson  and  Arthur  Hallam. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  the  North  Carolina  boy  and  his  friend 
who  were  about  to  sail  for  America  following  the  Armistice.  Such 
happiness  over  the  thoughts  of  being  once  again  in  the  United  States! 
But  a  sadness  awaited  the  friend  of  the  Tarheel,  for  the  medical  exam¬ 
iner  would  not  allow  him  to  sail  until  he  was  cured  of  a  disease  which 
had  overtaken  him.  With  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  told  his  North  Carolina 
pal.  Quick  as  a  flash,  the  latter  put  on  the  seargeant’s  uniform,  and 
was  down  being  examined  again.  “Pass,"  said  the  physician,  and 
signed  the  card  with  the  sergeant’s  name,  and  same  was  presented 
to  the  real  sergeant,  and  the  two  boys  set  sail  with  their  Company. 
En  route,  the  boy  was  cured,  and  two  well,  happy  lads  landed 
together  on  American  soil.  We  can’t  blame  the  North  Carolina  boy; 
for  the  love  he  had  for  the  pal  who  had  been  with  him  through  shell¬ 
fire  would  not  let  them  be  parted  now.  Thus  was  the  brave  spirit 
that  pervaded  the  North  Carolina  boys  in  the  great  World  War — 
from  the  aviators,  the  middies,  to  the  doughboys;  from  the  colonels 
to  the  buck  privates — the  chocolate  pies  and  doughnuts  were  deli¬ 
ciously  palatable  to  all  alike. 

The  Rainbow  Division  (which,  by  the  way,  got  its  name  from  the 
fact  that  it  was  made  up  of  men  from  Florida  to  Canada,  and  across 
to  the  Pacific)  included  a  number  of  Tarheels  in  its  ranks;  and 
they  did  some  real  fighting  in  the  Tulle  Sector,  where  they  remained 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  war.  But  we  hear  of  their  brilliant 
fighting  in  the  Argonne  and  St.  Mihiel.  This  St.  Mihiel  Sector  is  the 
first  all-American  offensive;  and  it  was  in  this  battle  that  the  One 
Hundred  Thirteenth  Artillery,  made  up  of  North  Carolina  men, 
ably  assisted  the  Twenty-Seventh  Division.  This  artillery  was  one 
of  the  few  in  the  War  that  was  first  with  one  Division  and  then  with 
another.  From  St.  Mihiel  they  went  to  the  Argonne,  and  took 
places  for  the  battle  of  September  26,  1918.  They  broke  through  the 
forest,  and  captured  Sedan,  which  is  extremely  interesting,  because 
here,  in  1870,  Napoleon  III.  surrendered  his  army,  after  being  com¬ 
pletely  surrounded — Napoleon  himself  being  taken  prisoner.  This 
has  been  the  scene  of  battles  since  the  beginning  of  history.  When 
this  became  the  defensive  sector,  the  One  Hundred  Thirteenth 
went  into  the  Woevre  region,  where  the  drive  against  Metz  was 
started,  and  ended  at  the  signing  of  the  Armistice.  Then  this  artil¬ 
lery  became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  Occupation,  at  Coblenz. 

“Old  Hickory,’’  the  very  name  makes  us  think  no  longer  of  the 
Hickory  twig  of  our  early  youth,  but  of  the  Thirtieth  Division,  which 
broke  through  the  Hindenburg  Line,  on  September  28,  1918,  which 
achievement  was  commented  upon  by  Marshal  Foch  as  “opening 
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the  road  to  final  victory.”  When  this  Division  arrived  in  France, 
it  won  the  admiration  and  respect  of  all  the  allies,  as  did  also  the 
Eighty-First  Division,  made  up  of  a  number  of  North  Carolina  men. 
When  the  Thirtieth  arrived  in  France,  they  spent  three  weeks  at 
Chatillon,  and  were  for  some  time  at  Bellicourt  and  Nancy.  There 
were  over  six  hundred  men  in  the  One  Hundred  Twentieth 
Infantry,  which  formed  a  part  of  this  Old  Hickory.  There  were  no 
replacements,  and  only  208  men  survived  the  conflict.  Major  Gra¬ 
ham,  of  Wilmington,  in  speaking  of  his  men,  once  said  “The  Tarheels 
fought  like  devils.  They  knew  that  the  people  at  home  were  behind 
them  to  the  limit;  and  it  was  these  facts  that  kept  their  morale  to 
the  highest  optimism,  and  enabled  them  to  achieve  what  was  believed 
to  be  the  hardest  task  of  the  wrhole  war.” 

Anyway,  it  was  soon  after  this  that  the  terms  of  peace  were 

submitted  to  the  Germans,  and  on  November  11 - Well,  we  know 

the  joy  that  fairly  burst  our  hearts,  that  the  greatest  war  in  the 
history  of  the  world  was  over;  and  just  how  our  boys  over  there  felt 
is  best  portrayed  in  the  following,  taken  in  part  from  the  diary  of  one 
of  our  men  who  was  at  the  front  at  Verdun  when  the  Armistice  was 
signed.  This  description  was  written  less  than  two  hours  after  the 
fighting  ceased,  and  through  it  all  we  seem  to  feel  the  soul  too  full 
for  utterance: 

“At  the  eleventh  hour,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  the  eleventh  month, 
hostilities  came  to  an  end  from  Switzerland  to  the  sea.  Early  that 
morning,  from  the  wireless  station  on  the  Eifel  tower  in  Paris,  there 
had  gone  forth  through  the  air  to  the  wondering,  half-incredulous 
line  that  the  Americans  held  from  near  Sedan  to  the  Moselle,  the 
order  from  Marshal  Foch,  to  cease  firing  on  the  stroke  of  eleven. 

*  *  *  *  * 

“The  news  began  to  spread  across  the  front  shortly  after  the  sun 
rose.  There  was  more  or  less  an  effort  to  send  it  forward  only 
through  military  channels — to  have  the  corps  report  it  calmly  by  wire 
to  the  different  divisions,  the  divisions  to  the  brigades,  the  brigades 
to  the  regiments,  the  regiments  to  the  battalions,  and  so  on  down 
to  the  uttermost  squad,  quite  as  though  this  were  an  ordinary  order, 
and  nothing  to  get  excited  about. 

“  I  here  was  the  effort;  but  it  did  not  work  very  well.  The  word 
was  sped  on  and  on  by  the  kind  of  wireless  that  man  knew  many 
centuries  before  Marconi  came  on  earth.  It  sped  like  a  current  of 
electricity  along  the  shivery  mess  lines  who  were  hopping  up  and 
down  and  sniffing  and  snuffing  as  they  waited  for  the  morning  coffee. 
It  spread  among  the  chains  of  singing  road  menders,  along  the 
creeping  columns  of  camions;  driver  called  it  to  driver,  and  runners 
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tossed  the  word  over  their  shoulders  as  they  hurried  by.  Now  and 
again  a  fleet  of  motorcycles  would  whiz  along  through  the  heavy  mist. 

“  ‘The  guerre  will  be  finished  at  eleven  o’clock.’ 

“‘What  time?’ 

“  ‘Eleven  o'clock.’ - A  pause. 

“  ‘Say,  you;  what  time  is  it  now?’  We  took  it  a  little  incredulously 
at  first.  That  was  old  stuff,  that  rumor.  We  had  heard  it  again  and 
again  for  the  past  few  weeks. 

“‘Well,  the  captain  says  it’s  so.’ 

“  ‘H - ,  what  does  he  know  about  it?  I’ll  wait  until  Jack  comes 

and  tells  me  himself.’ 

“Why  the  preceding  Thursday  night  (that  was  the  night  the 
envoys  came  from  Spa),  news  that  what  the  doughboys  seem  to  prefer 
calling  the  ‘Armistice’  had  been  signed  spread  like  Spanish-flu  from 
Grandpre  to  the  Meuse. 

*  *  *  *  * 

“All  along  the  seventy-seven  miles  held  by  the  Americans  the 
firing  continued,  literally  until  the  eleventh  hour.  At  one  minute 
before  eleven,  when  a  million  eyes  were  glued  to  the  slow  creeping 
minute  hands  of  a  million  watches,  the  war  of  the  guns  was  a  thing 
to  make  the  old  earth  tremble.  At  one  point — it  was  wThere  the 
Yankee  Division  visiting  the  French  at  the  time,  with  a  French  corps, 
wras  having  a  brisk  morning  battle  to  the  east  of  the  Meuse — a  man 
stationed  at  one  battery  stood  with  a  handkerchief  in  his  uplifted 
hand,  his  eyes  fixed  on  his  watch.  It  was  one  minute  before  eleven. 
To  the  lanyard  of  a  battery  of  four  big  guns,  ropes  were  tied,  each 
rope  manned  by  two  hundred  soldiers,  cooks,  stragglers,  messengers, 
gunners — everybody.  At  eleven  o’clock,  the  handkerchief  fell,  the 
men  pulled,  the  guns  cursed  out  the  last  shot  of  the  battery.  And  so 
it  was  at  a  thousand  places  along  the  line. 

***** 

“On  the  stroke  of  eleven,  the  cannons  stopped,  the  rifles  dropped 
from  the  shoulders,  and  the  machine  guns  suddenly  grew  still.  There 
followed  then  a  strange  unbelievable  silence,  as  though  the  world  had 
died.  It  lasted  for  but  a  moment;  it  lasted  for  the  brief  space  a 
breath  is  held — yet  it  seemed  ages.  Then  came  such  an  uproar  of 
relief  and  jubilance,  such  a  tooting  of  horns,  shrieking  of  whistles, 
such  an  overture  from  the  bands  and  trains  and  church  bells;  such 
a  shouting  of  voices  as  the  earth  is  not  likely  to  hear  again  in  our 
day  and  generation. 

***** 

“With  the  first  American  Army  who  launched  ‘a  fire-eating  attack’ 
above  Vigneulles,  the  last  flare  of  battle  and  the  order  to  cease  firing 
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did  not  reach  the  men  until  the  last  moment,  when  runners  sped  it 
from  hole  to  hole. 

“Then  a  startling  thing  occurred.  The  skyline  of  the  crest  sud¬ 
denly  became  populous  with  dancing  soldiers,  and  down  the  slope  all 
the  way  to  the  barbed  wire,  straight  for  the  Americans,  came  the 
German  troops.  They  came  with  outstretched  hands,  ear-to-ear 
grins,  and  souvenirs  to  swap  for  cigarettes — so  well  did  they  know 
the  little  weaknesses  of  their  foe.  They  came  to  tell  how  pleased 
they  were  that  the  fight  had  stopped;  how  glad  they  were  that 
the  kaiser  had  departed  for  parts  unknown;  how  fine  it  was  that  they 
would  at  last  have  a  republic  in  Germany.  ‘No,’  said  one  stubborn 
little  Prussian,  ‘it’s  a  kingdom  we  want’;  whereat  his  own  companions 
mobbed  him  and  hauled  him  down. 

♦  *  ♦  *  * 

• 

“When  the  great  hour  came,  across  the  trenches  from  our  side 
swrarmed  a  small  army  of  civilians,  bearing  food  and  clothing  to  their 
kith  and  kin  on  the  other  side.  From  the  highest  steeples  of  the 
churches  ‘Old  Glory’  fluttered  gaily,  and  within  the  churches  there 
knelt  in  thanksgiving  all  the  old  folks  for  miles  around.  With  them, 
in  among  them,  Poilus  knelt,  and  American  soldiers,  too.  The  crowd 
so  choked  the  aisles  and  steps  that  the  priest  could  not  move  forward 
for  his  services.  But  the  words  that  he  preached  from  the  pulpit 
were  such  as  to  leave  the  eyes  dim  and  the  heart  glowing. 

“Up  to  the  front,  past  Montfaucon  and  Romagne,  past  Remon- 
ville,  and  on  up  the  lines,  a  truck  trundled  that  morning.  Over  the 
tailboard  at  the  endless  mud  of  Argonne  and  Ardennes  there  gazed 
a  boy  who  had  been  drafted  in  the  heart  of  America  some  six  months 
before,  and  who  with  stop-offs  for  tedious  training  had  slowly 
journeyed  from  his  home  to  the  Ardennes.  It  had  taken  him  six 
months;  it  had  put  him  through  the  cheerless  channels  of  the  replace¬ 
ment  system,  but  it  had  brought  him  at  last  to  his  destination  of  his 
daydreams  and  nightmares.  He  had  reached  the  front.  As  he  rode 
along,  he  noticed  a  certain  tingling  excitement  everywhere;  but 
perhaps  that  was  just  the  mood  of  the  front.  When  finally  the  truck 
stopped  and  he  jumped  off,  the  news  was  awaiting  him.  ‘It  is  eleven 
o’clock,  and  the  war  is  over.’ 

“  ‘H - ,’  he  said;  ‘and  I  just  got  here.’  Then  he  laughed  a  short 

laugh,  that  was  half  of  relief  and  half  of  disappointment. 

“Up  in  a  high  observation  post,  an  American  observer  was  trying 
to  pentrate  the  mist  with  his  German  field  glasses.  The  young 
officer  at  his  elbow  asked  him  to  look  due  west.  What  did  he  see? 
Well,  not  much;  the  road  to  the  forest  full  of  traffic.  No  shellfire.  A 
crippled  airplane  in  the  field  below.’ 
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“  ‘Lord,  what  good  are  those  glasses?  Why,  without  them,  I  can 
see  a  little  house  in  Kansas.  There’s  a  nursery  on  the  second  floor; 
and  the  sun  shining  in  the  window  just  touched  a  cradle  there. 
Inside  that  cradle,  man,  is  my  daughter.  I  have  never  seen  her. 
She  was  born  since  I  sailed  for  France.’ 

“I,  too,  turned  my  eyes  to  the  West,”  continued  the  waiter  of  the 
diary;  and  he  described,  too,  his  pictures  of  home,  continuing: 

“Meanwhile,  on  the  road  below,  the  engineers  were  working  with 
a  will,  for  the  roads  must  be  kept  in  shape;  and  in  the  faraway 
woods  the  hospitals  were  still  caring  for  the  wounded,  but  they  sang 
as  they  worked,  ‘Send  the  word,  send  the  word,  Over  there;  send 
the  word,  Over  There,  that  the  Yankees  are  coming.’  The  words 
had  acquired  a  new  significance.  While  here  and  there,  across  the 
devastated  land  where  the  Yanks  were  at  work,  you  could  hear  a 
knot  burst  into  song,  and  the  burden  of  all  the  songs  was  this:  ‘It’s 
home,  boys,  home;  it’s  home  we  ought  to  be;  Home,  boys,  home;  to 
the  land  of  Liberty.’ 

“So  came  to  an  end  the  greatest  war  in  history,  on  the  eleventh 
of  November,  1918 — and  the  five  hundred  eightv-fifth  day  since 
America  entered  the  conflict.” 


Now  in  North  Carolina,  a  number  of  the  women  who  were  the 
inspiration  to  one  or  more  boys  in  the  service  (I  am  sorry  I  can’t  tell 
you  the  exact  number),  have  banded  themselves  together  in  one 
common  cause,  viz.:  the  work  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the 
American  Legion. 

HENDERSONVILLE 

On  February  4,  1921,  the  ladies  of  Hendersonville,  following  the 
suggestion  and  example  of  our  president,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Williams,  met 
in  the  hall  of  the  American  Legion  for  the  purpose  of  banding  our¬ 
selves  together.  Just  to  encourage  our  boys,  by  showing  our  interest 
in  them  and  their  comforts,  and  of  our  appreciation  of  their  service 
and  sacrifice  for  us,  by  fixing  up  their  rooms  and  making  them  as 
homelike  and  comfortable  as  possible — not  knowing  that  we  were 
getting  into  anything  as  serious  or  important  as  the  “Women’s 
Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion,”  and  a  society  that  called  for  a 
charter,  but  we  feel  honored  to  belong  to  such  an  organization,  where 
we  can  meet  with  so  many  friends  having  the  same  interests  at  heart. 
We  organized  with  eighteen  charter  members,  and  now  have  twenty- 
seven. 

CLYDE  BOLLING  POST  AUXILIARY,  WINSTON-SALEM 

Winston-Salem  was  the  first  city  or  town  in  the  State  to  receive 
a  charter,  and  to  organize  what  today  is  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
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Chapters.  This  charter  was  secured  for  the  Auxiliary  of  the  Clyde 
Bolling  Post  during  April,  1920,  said  application  for  charter  having 
been  signed  by  thirty-three  eligible  members  of  the  Auxiliary, 
through  the  efforts  of  Miss  Alice  Gray,  Vice-Commander  of  North 
Carolina,  who  had  personally  seen  the  ladies  and  gotten  them  to 
sign  up.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in  May,  1920.  Only  three 
meetings  were  held  during  that  year,  due  to  the  illness  and  absence 
from  the  city  of  the  Commander.  This  Auxiliary  is  living  up  to  its 
motto,  viz.:  “Ever  ready  to  assist  the  Legion”;  and  has  helped  in  the 
following  ways: 

1.  In  selling  candy  and  souvenirs  at  a  street  dance. 

2.  Through  the  Adjutant,  as  chairman,  a  committee  of  girls  from 
the  city  sold  tickets  for  a  dance  given  in  the  Warehouse. 

3.  Helped  with  refreshments  on  both  of  the  above-mentioned 
occasions. 

4.  During  the  Forsyth  County  Fair  last  Fall,  helped  the  Legion 
in  their  refreshment  booth  bn  the  Fair  grounds. 

5.  A  committee  from  the  Auxiliary  always  prepares  light  refresh¬ 
ments  for  the  Legion  monthly  meetings. 

6.  Helped  work  up  Memorial  Day  parade — decorating  their  cars; 
making  regalia  for  the  school  children  in  the  parade;  placed  flowers 
on  the  soldiers’  graves;  also  sold  poppies  for  Belgian  and  French 
children  on  Memorial  Day. 

7.  Made  visits  to  sick  relatives  of  Legionnaires,  and  through  the 
Relief  Committee  sent  flowers  and  fruits  to  them;  sent  box  to  Red 
Cross  ward  recently  adopted  in  Oteen. 

The  Winston-Salem  Auxiliary  has  adopted  a  uniform  Memorial 
wreath  of  laurel  leaves  and  pine  cones,  supplemented  on  Memorial 
occasions  with  the  American  flag. 

THE  HORNETS’  NEST  POST  AUXILIARY,  CHARLOTTE 

Members  enrolled,  103. 

L  At  Easter,  sent  one  thousand  pounds  of  candy,  besides  cakes 
and  cigarettes,  to  boys  at  hospitals  in  Greenville,  S.  C.,  and  Oteen. 

2.  Sent  box  of  razor  blades,  socks,  caps,  and  garters  to  boys  in 
the  Ward  at  Oteen. 

3.  Sent  check  to  buy  the  above  articles  for  the  boys  in  the  hospital 
at  Greenville. 

4.  Visited  on  several  occasions  soldiers  in  the  Presbyterian  Hos¬ 
pital,  in  Charlotte,  taking  them  dainties  and  reading-matter. 

5.  Through  the  Commander,  Miss  Violet  Alexander,  season  tick¬ 
ets  were  secured  for  the  baseball  games,  and  carfare,  for  the  above- 
mentioned  men. 
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6.  Supplied  hammocks  to  be  used  under  the  trees  at  the  hospital 
by  the  sick  boys. 

7.  Memorial  Committee  always  attends  funeral  of  a  soldier,  taking 
flowers  and  flags. 

8.  Assist  in  Memorial  Day  exercises. 

JAMES  POST  AUXILIARY,  LOUISBURG 

Organized  April  1,  1921. 

Members  to  date,  51. 

1.  Put  designs  on  graves  of  men. 

DONNERSON  HAWKINS  AUXILIARY,  NEW  BERN 
Organized  Armistice  Day,  1920. 

1.  Spread  a  dinner  with  Rotary  Club  for  Ex-Service  Men. 

2.  Gave  Southern  Frolic  in  July. 

3.  Have  adopted  Ward  C-l  in  Hospital. 

4.  In  May,  solicited  city,  and  packed  and  sent  cigars,  edibles,  etc. 

HURST  TURNER  POST  AUXILIARY,  STATESVILLE 
Organized  April  8,  1921. 

GASTON  AUXILIARY 
Organized  April,  1921. 

WILMINGTON  AUXILIARY 

Organized  February  10,  1921. 

1.  Adopted  Ward  C  at  Hospital  45. 

2.  In  March  and  April,  sent  boxes  of  everything  nice,  and  number 
of  books,  new  Victrola  and  records  to  ward. 

3.  Poppy  sale  in  May;  cleared  $340.00  to  work  with  this  Fall. 

HICKORY  AUXILIARY 
Organized  February  25,  1921. 

Forty-five  signed  charter;  forty-nine  enrolled  today. 

1.  Sold  poppies  on  Memorial  Day. 

2.  Assisted  in  entertaining  Regiment  of  Rainbow  Division. 

RALEIGH  UNIT,  NO.  2 

Organized  in  1920. 

Inactive  for  fifteen  months. 

Assisted  Legion  in  Play. 

On  roll  today,  102  members. 
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SAMUEL  C.  HART  POST,  SALISBURY 

Organized  May,  1921. 

Seventeen  charter  members;  forty-six  members  to  date. 

1.  Took  part  in  Memorial  Day  exercises. 

2.  Presented  Legion  with  Service  Flag,  with  a  Gold  Star  for  every 
Rowan  soldier  who  died  in  France. 

3.  Started  movement  to  place  bronze  memorial  tables  in  court¬ 
house. 

WALTER  B.  HILL  POST,  ALBEMARLE 

Organized  on  August  10. 

Has  delegates  here  today. 

Forty-three  members  enrolled. 

MELVIN  DEESE  POST  AUXILIARY,  NO.  27,  MONROE 

Charter  granted  May  2,  with  eleven  members. 

Initial  social  meeting,  to  which  all  eligible  ladies  were  invited, 
brought  membership  to  thirty-four. 

Summary  of  activities: 

A — For  Ward  C,  Hospital  45,  which  ward,  numbering  fifty  men, 
had  been  adopted  by  the  local  Post  of  the  Legion. 

1.  Purchase  of  Victrola,  May  19. 

2.  Shipment  of  twenty-five  records,  donated  by  Monroe  citizens. 

3.  Regular  shipment  of  magazines  twice  a  month. 

4.  Regular  shipment  of  home-made  cakes  and  candies  twice  a 
month. 

5.  Shipment  of  flowers  whenever  practical. 

6.  Visit  by  enthusiastic  member  and  former  Red  Cross  Canteen 
Commander,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Monroe,  May  22. 

7.  Visit  of  Commander,  Lura  Ada  Heath,  at  which  time  Victrola 
was  presented,  May  28. 

8.  Games  and  puzzles  sent. 

9.  Cretonne  bags  for  beds,  and  table  covers,  sent  to  Ward. 

10.  Various  individual  needs  of  men  in  ward  supplied,  such  as 
bedroom  slippers,  pajamas,  bill  board  for  writing,  etc. 

11.  Second  shipment  of  twenty-five  records,  July  29. 

12.  Birthday  remembrances  by  letter,  card,  or  small  gift. 

13.  Visits  of  Adjutant  Annie  Lee,  at  which  especially  requested 
records  were  taken,  and  twice  fruit  for  the  ward  supplemented  the 
regular  menu — August  3  and  8. 

B — For  Kenilworth  Hospital  as  a  whole: 

Opening  of  Picnic  Park,  August  8,  through  the  efforts  of  the 
Melvin  Deese  Post,  No.  27. 
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C — Locally: 

1.  Sale  of  fifty  dollars’  worth  of  poppies  for  Memorial  Day,  May 
30. 

2.  vStreet  Carnival — $205.00  realized — June  14. 

3.  Co-operation  with  Legion  in  advertisement  and  sale  of  tickets 
for  official  war  pictures.  May. 

4.  Responsible  for  singers  and  flowers  for  six  military  funerals, 
ranging  from  eight  to  twenty  miles  in  the  country.  Two  of  these 
in  Mecklenburg,  an  adjoining  county.  The  Hornets’  Nest  Post,  of 
Charlotte,  refused  the  request  of  the  relatives  of  these  boys  for  a 
military  funeral;  hence  our  participation  in  funerals  in  another  county. 

5.  Visits  with  food  and  magazines  to  ex-service  men  who  are  ill 
in  the  country. 

6.  Provisions  of  flowers  for  the  graves  of  all  soldiers  in  the  county, 
and  participation  in  memorial  service,  at  which  all  graves  in  the  city 
were  decorated. 

7.  Social  gatherings  from  time  to  time,  as,  for  instance,  assisting 
the  Legion  in  entertaining  the  cast  of  “The  Microbe  of  Love.’’ 

8.  Co-operation  with  Legion  in  presenting  a  play. 

9.  Co-operation  with  Legion  in  picnic — its  annual  outing. 

10.  Campaign  for  membership — present  total,  56. 

11.  Planted  flowers  and  shrubs  on  Courthouse  Square. 

Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  always  a  favorite  with  a  North 
Carolina  audience,  was  presented,  and  made  a  charming 
address.  Among  some  of  the  suggestions  she  made  was 
that  this  Convention  go  on  record,  and  ask  the  National 
Convention  to  give  us  better  and  larger  membership  blanks 
or  certificates,  so  as  to  keep  history  straight,  by  inserting 
the  record  of  every  member  of  one’s  family  who  took  part 
in  the  World  War.  She  urged,  too,  that  every  Unit  do  all 
in  their  power  to  keep  the  records  of  every  service  man,  and 
if  possible  the  picture,  as  some  Tennessee  County  has  done. 

Hon.  Alvin  M.  Owsley,  National  Director  of  American¬ 
ism  Commission,  gave  a  stirring  and  eloquent  address. 
Words  fail  us  when  we  try  to  express  our  gratitude  to  this 
gifted  young  man  for  the  profound  impression  he  made, 
by  his  high  ideals  expressed,  his  glowing  tribute  to  the 
women  of  America,  and  of  his  tribute  to  our  Flag  and  our 
Country. 
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Mr.  R.  R.  Williams,  of  Asheville,  representing  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  in  convention  assembled,  brought  the  following 
recommendations : 

The  Committee  on  Laiason  with  the  Women's  Auxiliary  presents 
the  following  unanimous  report  to  the  State  meeeting  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  in  convention  assembled: 

It  recommends,  First:  That  an  official  representative  be  dispatched 
at  once  to  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  in  convention  assembled,  and 
express  to  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  felicitations  upon  their  organiza¬ 
tion,  a  pledge  of  support  by  the  American  Legion,  and  a  desire  for 
cordial  co-operation  between  the  two  organizations;  and  inquire  if 
there  is  any  assistance  which  the  American  Legion  can  render  to  the 
Woman’s  Auxiliary,  and  suggest  that,  at  future  State  meetings,  each 
organization  select  an  official  representative  to  the  other,  which 
representative  shall  be  selected  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting,  and 
proceed  at  once  and  offer  his  or  her  services  in  any  matter  which 
may  be  of  interest  to  both  organizations. 

Second:  That  the  official  representative  dispatched  by  the  American 
Legion  at  the  meeting  express  to  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  that  it  is  the 
wish  of  the  American  Legion  that  the  State  Meeting  of  both  organi¬ 
zations  shall  be  held  at  the  same  time  and  place;  and  in  order  to 
insure  such  policy,  that  the  Women's  Auxiliary  pass  a  resolution  or 
by-law  providing  that  the  State  meeting  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary 
shall  be  held  at  the  same  time  and  place  selected  by  the  American 
Legion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  R.  WILLIAMS, 

B.  C.  BRACY, 

J.  W.  PLESS,  JR., 

J.  M.  CALDWELL, 

Committee. 

This  was  unanimously  adopted.  The  chair  appointed  the 
following  Laiason  Committee:  Mrs.  Lura  Heath,  Mrs. 
Randolph  Redfern,  Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  to  draw  up 
suitable  resolutions  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Legion. 


Reports  of  Convention  Committees  were  made  as  follows: 
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TIME  AND  PLACE  COMMITTEE 

Time  and  Place  Committee  recommended  that  we  have  same 
meeting  place  for  our  Annual  Meetings  as  the  Legion. 

MRS.  LEWIS  OWEN, 
MRS.  GIBSON, 

MRS.  J.  B.  MULLINEAUX, 

Committee. 

Unit  Activities  and  Welfare  Committee  no  special  report. 

RULES  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEE 

Madam  Commander:  The  Committee  on  Rules  begs  to  submit  the 
following  recommendations: 

•  1.  That  there  shall  be  no  voting  by  proxy;  but  one  delegate  can 
cast  the  full  voting  strength  of  a  Unit. 

2.  That  nominations  shall  be  made  from  the  floor. 

3.  That  debate  shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes  to  each  speaker 
on  each  subject. 

MRS.  THOS.  A.  JONES, 

Chairman. 

MRS.  HAZEL  H.  CHADWICK, 

MRS.  J.  A.  BEASLEY. 

HOSPITALIZATION  COMMITTEE 

The  Hospitalization  Committee  recommend  that  the  Auxiliary 
appoint  a  permanent  Hospitalization  Committee,  who  will  make 
investigations  of  all  hospitals,  ascertain  needs,  etc.,  reporting  same 
to  State  Commander  or  Adjutant,  who  will  make  proper  distribution 
of  the  work  among  the  Auxiliaries. 

MRS.  J.  K.  NORFLEET, 
MRS.  H.  C.  WALDROP, 
MRS.  JOHN  WINDER. 

New  Bern  went  over  the  top  one  hundred  per  cent,  strong 
in  recent  membreship  drive,  and  sent  full  delegation  of  five 
delegates. 

The  following  is  financial  report,  from  Mr.  Burgess, 
Department  Adjutant,  American  Legion: 
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WOMEN’S  AUXILIARY,  AMERICAN  LEGION  OF  NORTH 

CAROLINA 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  TO  AUGUST  25,  1921 

RECEIPTS 

Received  for  supplies _  $  17.70 

Membership  Dues -  681.00 


DISBURSEMENTS 

National  Membership  Dues - 

Envelopes  and  Supplies -  - 

Stamps  and  Postage -  - 

Stenographic  Services  for  eight  months — 

Miscellaneous  _ 

Printing  Membership  Reports - 

Filing  Cabinet  and  Table  - - - 

Total  Disbursements _ $591.10 


Balance  on  hand _  107.60 

Total _ $698.70 

Membership  to  August  25,  1921 _ 910 


CALE  K.  BURGESS, 
Department  Adjutant,  American  Legion. 

The  Adjutant  read  the  following: 

SUGGESTIONS  TO  HISTORIANS 
(Submitted  by  the  State  Historian,  Miss  Edwina  Lockett) 

I — Chapter  Historians 

a.  Complete  record  of  names  of  Legionnaire  through  whom  member 
joins.  Give  every  date  in  his  military  career,  and  give  relationship. 
This  can  not  be  stressed  too  much.  It  is  most  important,  and  can  be 
kept  with  system  in  an  indexed  book. 

b.  Get  a  list  of  the  men  in  the  county  who  won  decorations.  Tell 
for  what  they  were  received,  and  why.  This  will  make  real  history. 

c.  Get  Auxiliary  to  bring  in  some  incident  of  interest,  either  told 
her  or  written  down  by  one  of  the  men.  Try  to  get  as  many  incidents 
as  there  are  men  in  the  Legion;  they  all  have  interesting  stories.  Be 
sure,  as  far  as  possible,  to  record  in  what  Division  the  incident 
happened.  At  a  time  that  the  State  Historian  names,  submit  these 
incidents  to  her,  and  let  her  compile  one  or  more  volumes  of  stories 
that  will  be  of  as  much  interest  in  years  to  come  as  the  “Grand¬ 
mother  Tales  of  the  Land  That  Used  to  Be”  are  today. 


$698.70 

_  $229.75 
31.75 
43.00 
_  160.00 
5.85 
23.50 
_  97.25 
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d.  Let  each  Chapter  Historian  at  once  write  a  historj^  of  her 
Chapter  to  date,  and  send  in  same  to  the  State  Historian.  So  much 
a  Chapter  does  that  is  not  recorded  in  the  minutes. 

II — State  Historians 

a.  Make  out  a  suggested  program  to  be  used  for  meetings;  and  be 
sure  to  observe  the  dates  of  important  battles.  For  instance,  in 
September,  note  the  breaking  of  the  Hindenburg  Line;  and  so  on 
throughout  the  year. 

b.  Make  up  the  book  or  books  from  the  incidents  sent  in  by  the 
historians  from  the  different  Auxiliaries.  These  books  could  be  sold 
to  each  Chapter  at  a  certain  sum,  and  each  Chapter  make  money  on 
same  for  the  Legion  house  or  some  equally  as  fine  an  object. 

c.  Try  to  do  at  least  one  original  worth-while  thing  a  year — either 
in  the  collecting  of  valuable  data  or  in  writing  up  some  important 
fact  in  North  Carolina’s  part  in  the  World  War. 

d.  Do  everything  to  stress  the  historical  side  in  all  the  Auxiliaries. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  EDWINA  LOCKETT, 

State  Historian. 

The  Laiason  Committee’s  report  was  accepted,  and  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  Legion. 

LAIASON  COMMITTEE 

Resolved,  First:  That  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  express  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion  the  request  that  each  Post  of  the  American  Legion, 
which  has  a  Women’s  Auxiliary  attached,  be  permitted  to  cast  the 
srtength  of  the  local  Unit  of  Women’s  Auxiliary  in  the  selection  of 
the  time  and  place  of  the  next  annual  meeting,  the  said  vote  to  be 
cast  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  Unit  of  the  Women’s 
Auxiliary. 

Second:  That  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  suggest  to  the  American 
Legion  that  a  Laiason  Committee  be  appointed  by  each  local  Post 
of  the  American  Legion  having  a  Women’s  Auxiliary  and  the  said 
local  Unit  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating 
one  with  the  other. 

MISS  LURA  HEATH, 

MRS.  RANDOLPH  REDFERN, 
MRS.  JOSEPHUS  DANIELS, 

Committee. 

Adjourned  till  2.30  p.  m. 

MRS.  C.  N.  G.  BUTT, 
Temporary  Adjutant. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  final  session  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  was  held 
Saturday  afternoon,  at  2:30.  Meeting  was  opened  with  the 
singing  of  “The  Star  Spangled  Banner.” 

Miss  Pauline  Curnick,  National  Field  Representative  of 
Women’s  Auxiliary,  was  presented,  and  made  a  good  talk. 
She  especially  urged  proper  and  immediate  improved  con¬ 
ditions  of  our  boys.  She  quoted  Mr.  Forbes,  Director  of 
Veterans’  Bureau,  as  saying  that  the  “American  people  only 
have  to  be  shown  what  to  do,  and  they  do  it.”  Miss  Cur¬ 
nick  was  a  great  inspiration  to  the  Convention,  and  capti¬ 
vated  all  those  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Grier,  Statesville,  chairman  of  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  Committee,  submitted  her  report.  Each 
article  was  read  and  voted  on  separately ;  then  adopted  as  a 
whole. 

Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  chairman  of  Resolutions  Com¬ 
mittee,  submitted  her  report.  This  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

RESOLUTIONS 

We,  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion  of  North 
Carolina,  in  convention  assembled,  in  our  first  resolution  desire  to 
suggest  that  the  State  of  North  Carolina  at  once  begin  to  formulate 
plans  for  a  memorial  to  commemorate  the  valor  of  the  North  Caro¬ 
linians  who  participated  in  the  World  War. 

We  heartily  endorse  the  movement  begun  by  the  War  Mothers  of 
Asheville,  and  desire  the  permission  of  the  Convention  to  formulate 
resolutions  to  be  forwarded  by  the  Adjutant  to  the  National  Con¬ 
vention  in  Kansas  City. 

We,  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina,  appreciating  the 
service  and  sacrifice  of  our  men  in  the  World  War,  request  our  mem¬ 
bers  in  Congress  and  the  Legislature  to  in  some  suitable  measure 
acknowledge  their  achievement. 

We  request  that  blanks  for  membership  be  furnished  that  are 
sufficiently  large  to  afford  space  for  complete  record  of  service  of 
Legionnaire  through  whom  application  for  membership  is  made. 
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We  recommend  that  half-sisters  of  Legionnaires  be  eligible  to  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Auxiliary. 

Whereas  the  Women’s  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  is 
desirous  of  aiding  and  assisting  the  American  Legion,  and  all  Vet¬ 
erans  of  the  World  War,  in  preserving  the  records  of  their  achieve¬ 
ments  in  the  World  War  with  Germany;  and 

Whereas  George  Harvey,  United  States  Ambassador  to  England, 
in  his  recent  “Pilgrims’  Dinner”  speech  in  London,  made  false  and 
misleading  statements  concerning  the  principles  of  the  American 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  in  the  recent  World  War,  by  saying, 
among  other  things,  that  America  fought  for  a  selfish  reason;  and 
that  “America  was  not  too  proud  to  fight,  but  was  afraid  not  to 
fight”;  and 

Whereas  such  statements  were  wholly  untrue,  and  an  insult  to  the 
memory  of  so  many  of  our  brave  sons  and  daughters  who  gave  their 
lives  that  future  wars  and  bloodshed  would  be  impossible; 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  resolved  by  the  Women’s  Auxiliary,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina,  in  its  first  State  convention  assembled: 

1.  That  the  statements  above  referred  to  and  made  by  George 
Harvey  in  his  London  speech  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  condemned 
and  branded  as  untrue,  misleading,  and  unworthy  of  a  loyal  American 
citizen. 

2.  That  this  Department  request,  through  proper  officials,  that 
George  Harvey  be  required  by  our  Government  to  retract  such 
statements,  and  that  his  recall  be  recommended. 

3.  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Adjutant  oLthe  American  Legion,  Department  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina;  a  copy  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
United  States  Senate;  and  that  a  copy  be  entered  in  the  Records  of 
this  Department. 

MRS.  E.  W.  BURT, 

Department  Commander,  Woman’s  Auxiliary. 

Attest: 

MRS.  C.  N.  G.  BUTT, 

Temporary  Department  Adjutant. 

We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  to  the  American  Legion,  the 
Women’s  Auxiliary,  and  to  the  citizens  of  Hendersonville  for  their 
beautiful  hopsitality. 

MRS.  JOSEPHUS  DANIELS, 

Chairman, 

MRS  CHARLES  L.  COGGIN, 
MISS  URSULA  BLANKENSHIP, 

Committee. 
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Miss  Curnick  brought  up  the  subject  of  “The  Clean-up 
Squad,”  that  is  coming  soon  to  adjust  the  claims  of  any 
disabled  man.  This  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  it  was  moved  and  seconded  that  we  co-operate 
•with  Colonel  Forbes,  of  Veterans’  Bureau,  and  the  Red 
Cross  in  this  work. 

Election  of  officers  took  place  next ;  and  Mrs.  Louis 
Owen,  of  Winston-Salem,  in  presenting  the  name  of  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Burt,  of  Salisbury,  said:  “I  have  the  honor  to  place 
in  nomination  the  name  of  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  who  just 
twenty  days  ago  received  the  appointment  of  Temporary 
Commander ;  and  who  by  her  ceaseless  efforts  and  con¬ 
tagious  enthusiasm  has  placed  on  record  this  initial  State 
Convention  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  to  the  American 
Legion  as  a  permanent  body  of  strength  and  importance 
to  the  State  as  a  whole.” 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  Mrs.  Burt  be  elected 
unanimously ;  and  the  Secretary  cast  the  vote. 

First  Vice-Commander,  Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  Raleigh; 
Second  Vice-Commander,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Williams,  Henderson¬ 
ville;  Historian,  Mrs.  Louis  Owen,  Winston-Salem;  Adju¬ 
tant  and  Finance  Officer,  to  be  appointed  later  by  Com¬ 
mander  and  Executive  Committee. 


The  First  Annual  Meeting  of  Women’s  Auxiliary  came 
to  a  close  after  a  delightful  drive  to  Laurel  Park. 


Adjourned. 


(Signed)  MRS.  C.  N.  G.  BUTT, 
Temporary  Adjutant. 
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OUR  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 
We  are  to  be  honored  on  Saturday,  September  9,  by  a  visit  from 
Mrs.  Lowell  F.  Hobart. 


Second  Annual  Convention 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Department  of  North  Carolina 


MORNING  SESSION 

Held  in  Ballroom  of  O.  Henry  Hotel,  Greensboro 
September  8  and  9,  1922 

The  Second  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  was  declared  in 
session  by  the  Department  President,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  of 
Salisbury.  After  the  singing  of  “America,”  the  Auxiliary 
prayer  was  offered,  and  the  assembly  repeated  Allegiance  to 
the  Flag. 

The  president  of  the  Greensboro  Unit,  Mrs.  Wistar  Stock- 
ard,  introduced  Mayor  Kiser,  who  extended  a  welcome  on 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Greensboro. 

Mrs.  Chas.  D.  Benbow,  Jr.,  vice-president  of  the  Greens¬ 
boro  Unit,  introduced  Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  of  Raleigh, 
who  responded  to  the  welcome. 

Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews,  chairman  of  the  Rules  Committee, 
made  her  report,  which  was  approved  and  accepted. 

The  president,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  read  her  report  of  the 
year’s  work,  and  at  its  conclusion  was  accorded  a  rising  vote 
of  thanks. 

REPORT  OF  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENT 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt 

To  the  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  in  Convention  Assembled.  Greetings: 

One  year  ago,  at  our  First  Department  Convention,  you  did  me 
the  great  honor  of  conferring  on  me  the  leadership  of  our  Auxiliary — 
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this  new  organization  of  loyal,  earnest,  and  patriotic  women  who  are 
banded  together  for  the  welfare  of  our  former  service  men  and  women 
and  their  families.  When  I  accepted  the  honor  of  serving  you  for 
one  year  as  your  President,  I  had  but  one  thought  in  mind— the 
welfare  of  our  Auxiliary.  I  little  dreamed  of  the  many  difficulties 
and  great  responsibilities  that  lay  ahead  of  so  new  an  organization. 
Had  I  done  so,  I  might  have  grown  fainthearted,  and  have  declined 
the  honor  of  being  your  first  President.  Today,  I  want  to  thank 
you  for  the  trust  you  placed  in  me,  as  it  has  made  possible  for  me 
a  year  of  service  to  the  Auxiliary  and  to  the  disabled  service  men  and 
women. 

In  judging  my  report,  I  ask  you  to  bear  in  mind  that  my  work 
has  been  pioneer  work,  and  at  times  extremely  difficult  and  hard. 
I  may  not  have  accomplished  the  things  that  you  expected  me  to 
accomplish — I  certainly  have  not  done  all  the  things  that  I  had 
hoped  to  do;  but  I  have  served  you  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  I  have 
been  jealous  of  the  honor  of  our  Auxiliary;  I  have  faithfully  done 
what  I  could  to  promote  the  welfare  of  our  disabled  men  and  women; 
I  have  given  ungrudgingly  of  my  time  and  strength  and  the  best  that 
was  in  me  for  the  cause  so  dear  to  your  heart  and  mine,  having 
always  the  one  aim  in  view — the  advancement  of  our  Auxiliary.  I 
have  received  splendid  co-operation  from  the  Legion,  from  my  co¬ 
officers,  from  the  Auxiliary  Units;  and  I  wish  to  acknowledge  their 
help,  and  to  here  thank  them  for  their  loyal  support. 

Someone  has  said:  “The  moments  that  you  have  really  lived  are 
the  moments  yhen  you  have  done  something  in  the  spirit  of  love/' 
I  know  that  to  be  true.  There  are  many  women  in  our  Auxiliary  who 
might  have  served  you  far  better  than  I  have  been  able  to  do,  but 
there  is  no  woman  in  this  State,  or  any  other  State,  who  has  a  greater 
love  for  the  disabled  men  and  women  of  our  Auxiliary  work  than 
myself;  and  I  can  most  truthfully  say  that  my  work  has  been  done 
in  the  “spirit  of  love.” 

The  greatest  harmony  and  feeling  of  good-will  exists  between  the 
Legion  and  Auxiliary  in  North  Carolina.  I  can  not  too  strongly 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  wonderful  help  and  unfailing  co-oper¬ 
ation  which  I  have  received  from  Commander  Bird  and  Adjutant 
Burgess.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  and  an  honor  to  work  with  such 
splendid  men. 

The  women  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  are  proud  to  be 
known  to  the  world  as  the  wives,  mothers,  daughters,  and  sisters  of 
the  men  and  women  who  carried  our  flag  to  victory  in  the  World 
War.  We  are  proud  to  be  affiliated  with  the  Legion.  We  are  proud 
that  we  stand  for  the  same  high  ideals  for  which  the  Legion  stands. 
The  preamble  to  our  Constitution  begins  with  this  sentence:  “For 
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God  and  Country,  vvc  associate  ourselves  together.”  Could  any 
organization  be  built  on  a  firmer  foundation?  And,  being  built  on 
so  firm  a  foundation,  and  for  such  noble  purposes,  our  Auxiliary 
is  destined  to  live  through  the  ages  to  come,  and  to  be  world-reaching 
in  its  influence  for  God  and  humanity.  Our  part,  women  of  the 
Auxiliary,  in  the  history  of  today  is  not  to  be  outlined  in  a  few 
words,  but  is  to  be  worked  out  in  toil  and  endurance;  and  1  pray 
our  Heavenly  Father  that  we  may  be  able  to  build  so  fine  a  structure 
for  humanity  that  our  posterity  may  rise  up  and  call  us  blessed. 
Our  duties  are  manifold,  the  most  important  being  our  care  of  the 
disabled  men  and  women,  and  our  Americanism  work.  In  our  State, 
we  have  two  hospitals  filled  with  the  men  and  women  who  are  still 
fighting  the  war — men  and  women  who  went  into  the  service  well 
and  strong,  but  returned  to  us  sick  and  wounded.  It  is  our  first 
duty  to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  make  life  more  comfortable 
for  them — everything  that  we  can  to  hasten  their  recovery;  to 
strengthen  their  morale;  to  relieve  the  dead  monotony  of  those  end¬ 
less  days — in  other  words,  apply  the  Golden  Rule  to  our  hospital 
Avork.  Right  here  I  want  to  remind  you  that  these  sick  men  can’t 
make  any  great  headway  toward  recovery  if  they  are  worried  about 
their  families.  As  members  of  the  Auxiliary,  it  is  our  duty  to  look 
after  these  people,  to  interest  ourselves  in  their  welfare;  to  see  that 
no  family  of  a  former  service  man  suffers  for  the  necessities  of  life, 
to  see  that  the  children  of  these  men  are  in  school — doing  all  we 
can,  in  love  and  with  sisterly  kindness.  “Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
me. 

As  your  delegate,  I  had  the  great  pleasure  of  attending  our  first 
National  Convention,  at  Kansas  City.  Other  delegates  from  our 
State  were  Mrs.  M.  F.  Malloy,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Shuford,  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Dunn,  of  Asheville;  Mrs.  Everett  A.  Lockett,  of  Winston-Salem; 
and  Mrs.  S.  S.  Chandley,  of  Marshall.  At  this  time  we  were  informed 
that  we  must  appoint  a  National  Executive  Committee  Woman  from 
the  delegates  present,  and  I  was  selected  to  fill  this  office,  with  Mrs. 
M.  F.  Malloy,  of  Asheville,  as  alternate.  As  your  delegate  to  the 
National  Convention,  I  caught  the  vision  of  our  wonderful  work, 
and  that  vision  has  been  my  guiding  star  ever  since.  Last  December, 
I  had  the  honor  of  being  present  at  the  beautiful  reception  which 
Monroe  gave  in  honor  of  Marshall  Foch.  In  the  name  of  the  Auxili¬ 
ary,  I  presented  him  with  a  small  pine  tree,  to  replace  one  of  the 
many  destroyed  in  the  great  World  War;  and  just  before  he  sailed 
for  his  beloved  France  I  received  from  him  a  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  same. 
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In  March,  it  was  our  honor  and  pleasure  to  have  our  National 
President,  Mrs.  Lowell  F.  Hobart,  a  guest  of  our  Department.  W  iih 
her,  I  visited  the  Units  in  Greensboro,  Charlotte,  Winston-Salem, 
Asheville;  also  the  hospitals  at  Oteen,  Biltmore,  and  Greenville,  S.  C. 
Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet  accompanied  us,  and  we  were  delightfully- 
entertained  at  each  of  these  places.  I  feel  that  Mrs.  Norfleet  s  visit 
was  of  great  benefit  to  our  Department,  especially  in  the  impetus 
she  gave  our  hospital  work.  As  your  President,  it  was  my  privilege 
and  pleasure  to  welcome  our  own  General  Pershing  to  our  State, 
in  the  name  of  our  Auxiliary,  and  to  be  present  at  the  magnificent 
Twentieth  of  May  celebration  held  in  Charlotte  on  this  date,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary. 

During  Commander  MacNider’s  visit  to  North  Carolina,  I  attended 
several  joint  entertainments  in  his  honor  by  the  Legion  and  the 
Auxiliary — visiting  Greensboro,  Raleigh,  and  Charlotte.  I  have  made 
numbers  of  visits  to  other  Units;  have  personally  organized  Concord, 
Lenoir,  Lexington,  Wilson,  Roxboro,  and  High  Point.  The  growth 
of  the  Department  has  been  very  satisfactory,  but  has  not  reached 
the  mark  I  set  at  the  Hendersonville  Convention.  Then  we  had  two 
Units;  today  we  have  forty-five  Units,  with  a  membership  of  1566. 
Application  blanks  have  been  sent  to  five  Posts  right  recently,  and  I 
hope  they  will  have  completed  their  organizations  before  the  National 
Convention. 

I  am  truly  proud  of  the  hospital  work  that  our  Auxiliary  has  done 
for  the  past  year.  But  we  are  not  doing  enough;  we  must  plan  our 
work  more  systematically,  must  work  under  the  direction  of  our 
Hospital  Chairman,  and  we  will  thus  be  able  to  accomplish  more  with 
less  effort.  I  am  convinced  that  we  must  have  a  State  Hospital 
fund,  subscribed  to  by  all  the  Units  of  the  State,  if  we  are  going  to 
do  our  full  duty  to  the  disabled.  I  have  sent  in  a  recommendation 
to  that  effect  to  the  committee,  to  be  acted  upon  later  on.  I  also 
strongly  recommend  that  your  President  be  allowed  to  employ  an 
Executive  Secretary,  said  appointment  to  be  approved  by  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Board;  and  that  if  the  income  of  the  Department  is  not  sufficient 
to  defray  all  necessary  expenses  in  carrying  on  the  work,  then  the 
Executive  Board  be  authorized  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  raising 
sufficient  funds.  At  present,  our  only  source  of  income  is  the  Depart¬ 
ment  dues.  I  urge  you  to  pay  your  dues  in  January,  and  thereby  save 
your  President  the  embarrassment  occasioned  by  a  lack  of  funds.  At 
our  first  Executive  Committee  meeting,  it  was  decided  to  pay  our 
President’s  traveling  expenses  when  she  was  called  out  on  work  for 
the  Auxiliary.  It  was  apparent  that,  if  we  are  going  to  grow,  and 
were  going  to  keep  alive  the  Units  already  organized,  personal  visits 
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would  have  to  be  made.  Our  organization  is  so  new  that  we  must 
not  lose  any  opportunity  to  bring  it  before  the  public. 

I  have  written  approximately  1586  letters,  sent  97  telegrams,  68 
long  distance  messages,  issued  770  bulletins  and  660  special  memo¬ 
randa,  besides  sending  out  dozens  of  pieces  of  printed  matter  sent  to 
Department  Headquarters  by  National  Headquarters  for  distribution. 
I  have  tried  to  answer  every  letter  that  I  have  received,  and  to  do 
so  as  promptly  as  possible.  I  have  made  a  number  of  talks  for  the 
Auxiliary  at  the  different  meetings  which  I  have  attended. 

Our  Auxiliary  work  is  so  vital,  so  important,  that  it  can’t  be  put 
aside  until  a  convenient  season,  but  must  have  immediate  attention — 
hence  the  necessity  for  a  paid  Secretary. 

Next  year,  I  feel  that  we  should  undertake  the  work  of  several  of 
the  most  important  standing  committees.  This  year,  I  have  been 
afraid  to  do  so,  afraid  of  overburdening  our  infant  organization. 
Now  that  we  are  older,  and  our  work  is  well  distributed  over  the 
State,  I  am  sure  we  should  broaden  our  activities.  I  have  recently 
appointed  chairmen  for  several  of  the  most  important  committees, 
and  I  have  asked  them  to  give  you  a  brief  outline  of  the  work  of  their 
several  committees,  as  suggested  by  our  National  Headquarters.  I 
most  especially  urge  you  to  undertake  the  work  of  the  Americanism 
Committee.  The  American  Legion  and  its  Auxiliary  stand  for  the 
highest  type  of  Americanism.  In  these  days  of  industrial  unrest,  our 
country  needs  unselfish  Americanism,  and  the  American  Legion 
and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  stand  as  a  bulwark  of  strength  to 
our  Nation.  The  Legion  and  its  Auxiliary  stand  for  true  American 
ideals  of  government,  liberty,  and  right.  We  stand  squarely  for 
education  and  right  citizenship.  We  condemn  lawlessness  in  all 
forms,  and  propose  to  do  our  utmost  to  destroy  the  forces  of  anarchy 
and  unfair  government.  We  must  teach  our  children  to  understand, 
to  know,  and  to  love  America,  if  we  are  going  to  make  of  them 
worthy  American  citizens. 

To  have  our  children  understand  America,  it  is  necessary  that  they 
be  taught  the  English  language  in  the  schools.  I  am  devoutly  thank¬ 
ful  that  I  live  in  this  fair  Southland,  where  the  English  language  is 
taught  and  spoken.  That  our  children  may  know  America,  they 
must  be  taught  its  form  of  government,  why  and  how  it  was  adopted. 
Citizenship  and  Civics  must  be  taught  in  all  our  schools.  They  must 
be  taught  also  that  America  was  built  around  the  home,  the  school, 
and  the  church.  These  three  are  the  foundations  of  our  free  institu¬ 
tions,  and  the  source  of  our  national  ideals.  Without  them,  America 
could  not  be;  when  they  cease  to  be,  America  will  be  no  more. 
And,  last  of  all,  we  must  teach  our  children  to  love  America.  Teach 
them  the  history  of  our  great  republic;  tell  them  the  story  of  our 
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Flag,  the  only  “unconquered  banner”  in  the  world  today.  T  each 
them  to  respect  it,  to  love  it  as  their  very  life.  One  of  the  most 
important  duties  ahead  of  our  Auxiliary  is  to  be  sure  that  our  children 
are  being  taught  true  history — that  will  mean  effort  for  us;  but  we 
can’t  hope  to  carry  forward  our  Americanism  program  without  work, 
neither  can  we  hope  to  make  true  American  citizens  of  our  children 
without  sacrifice  on  our  part. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Unit  Presidents,  I  have  co-operated 
with  the  National  Department  Headquarters  of  the  American  Legion 
in  furthering  their  legislative  program. 

At  the  Hendersonville  Convention,  I  suggested  that  a  movement 
be  started  for  a  State  Memorial  to  our  “Hero  Dead.”  So  far,  nothing 
has  been  done,  and  I  feel  that  we,  as  the  affiliated  body  of  the 
Legion,  should  take  some  steps  in  this  matter  without  further  delay. 
Other  States  and  other  countries  are  caring  for  their  sick  and  disabled, 
at  the  same  time  they  are  also  building  memorials;  and  certainly 
North  Carolina  is  just  as  patriotic,  just  as  proud,  and  just  as  able  to 
honor  her  fallen  heroes  as  any  other  State  or  country. 

I  now  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  all  the  courtesies 
extended  me  during  my  administration,  by  the  Posts,  the  Auxiliaries, 
and  the  individual  members  of  each,  including,  of  course,  my  close 
associates  in  this  work;  the  newspapers  and  their  reporters  for  the 
courtesies  extended  me  and  the  great  help  they  have  rendered  the 
Auxiliary  during  the  past  year;  to  the  hundreds  of  men  and  women 
outside  of  these  organizations  who  have  encouraged  me  with  their 
words  of  cheer  and  acts  of  kindness.  In  fact,  my  work  has  seemed 
to  strike  a  sympathetic  response  that  has  brought  forth  personal 
touches  of  love  and  courtesy  from  almost  everyone  with  whom  I  have 
come  in  contact,  both  in  and  out  of  the  organization,  and  for  which 
I  am  grateful  and  appreciative  beyond  expression. 

As  for  the  work  that  has  been  done,  and  the  results  attained,  my 
record  is  before  you.  When  I  accepted  this  office,  I  promised  my 
best  efforts  and  loyal  support,  and  I  have  made  an  earnest  effort  to 
fulfill  that  promise.  I  have  made  some  mistakes,  of  course;  and  know 
that  I  have  done  some  good.  I  have  made  many  friends  for  the 
Auxiliary,  and  I  hope  not  any  enemies;  but  I  have  tried  to  do  what  I 
conceived  to  be  right,  and  for  the  good  of  the  cause  I  represent. 

For  my  successor,  whoever  she  may  be,  I  ask  you  to  give  her  the 
same  co-operation  and  support  you  have  given  me;  and  I  assure  her 
that  she  has  only  to  call  on  me  for  any  assistance  that  I  may  be  able 
to  render  her  in  this  work  that  is  so  close  to  my  heart. 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  I  want  to  ask  you  to  aid  me  in  making 
this  Convention  now  assembled  one  of  the  most  harmonious  and  help¬ 
ful  Conventions  that  any  organization  has  ever  held. 
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It  was  voted  to  omit  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the 
Hendersonville  Convention ;  also  voted  that  they  be  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  booklet  to  be  issued. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  was  read  by  Miss 
Marie  Torrence,  who  had  been  appointed  to  fill  the  unex¬ 
pired  term  of  Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Marsh,  Jr.,  resigned. 

Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  first  vice-president,  was  asked  to 
take  the  chair,  and  the  report  of  the  historian,  Mrs.  Louis 
F.  Owen,  was  read,  approved,  and  accepted  with  thanks. 

Following  the  announcements,  the  Auxiliary  adjourned, 
to  hear  the  address  of  Governor  Morrison  before  the  Legion 
Convention. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  afternoon  session  of  the  Convention  opened  with  a 
song,  the  words  of  which  were  written  by  Mrs.  C.  C.  Bost, 
of  Hickory,  and  the  music  composed  by  Mrs.  Fred  Sparger, 
of  Greensboro. 

The  president  announced  that,  after  this  had  been  sung, 
it  would  be  decided  whether  or  not  it  would  be  adopted  as 
the  Auxiliary  song  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 
After  hearing  Mrs.  Sparger  sing  it,  the  Convention  unani¬ 
mously  voted  that  both  words  and  music  be  adopted  as  the 
Auxiliary  song,  with  words  of  appreciation  and  thanks  to 
both  Mrs.  Bost  and  Mrs.  Sparger. 

Appointment  of  the  following  committees  was  announced 
by  the  chair: 

Credentials  Committee — Mrs.  N.  L.  Eure,  Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow,  Mrs. 
Fielding  Fry. 

Rules  of  the  Convention — Mrs.  Gertrude  Matthews,  chairman. 

Memorial  Committee — Mrs.  Chas.  D.  Benbow,  Jr.,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Grimes,  Miss  Marie  Torrence,  Mrs.  Anna  Cain  Bridgers. 
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Hospital  and  Relief  Committee — Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  Miss  Nell  Ar¬ 
rington,  Mrs.  Oscar  Rand,  Miss  Helen  Blanton,  Mrs.  William 
Baughm,  Mrs.  Lee  Folger. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws — Mrs.  J.  L.  Graham,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Blair, 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Cantwell,  Jr.,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Mrs.  Carl  Owen. 

Americanism — Mrs.  Gabe  H.  Crooin,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Bost,  Miss  Edna 
Davis,  Miss  Mary  Cornelius,  Miss  Nellie  Patterson. 

Reconstruction  Committee — Mrs.  Ray  Johnson,  chairman,  Mrs. 
Hubert  Olive,  Miss  Laura  Clark,  Mrs.  Everett  Lockett. 

Flag  Committee — Mrs.  H.  C.  Daniels,  chairman,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Gos- 
ney,  Miss  Lavinia  Hunter,  Mrs.  Chadwick. 

Legislation  Committee — Chairman  for  the  State,  Mrs.  Josephus 
Daniels. 

Resolutions — Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  Mrs.  Edwina  Lockett,  Mrs.  Sam 
Hurdle,  Mrs.  Louis  Owen. 

The  report  of  the  Credentials  Committee  was  submitted 
by  Mrs.  N.  L.  Eure. 

The  president  announced  that  the  Credentials  report 
would  be  called  for  again  on  the  second  day  of  Convention. 

Mrs.  Burt  presented  to  Convention  a  check  for  $200.47, 
the  proceeds  of  the  Department  poppy  sale. 

Mrs.  Daniels,  vice-president,  was  then  requested  to  take 
the  chair,  and  she  heartily  endorsed  the  work  done  by  Mrs. 
Burt,  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  poppies. 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Pratt,  Red  Cross  director  at  Oteen,  was 
introduced,  and  gave  a  most  interesting  talk  on  the  work 
being  done  at  Oteen  Hospital  by  the  North  Carolina  Auxili¬ 
ary  Units. 

The  following  gentlemen  from  the  American  Legion  Con¬ 
vention  were  introduced,  and  spoke  a  few  words  of  greeting 
to  the  Convention : 

Mr.  Parker,  of  Rocky  Mount,  and  Mr.  Phillips,  of  Lex¬ 
ington. 

Mrs.  Daniels  expressed  appreciation  of  these  gentlemen 
coming  to  greet  the  Auxiliary,  and  suggested  that  in  the 
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future  the  women  assume  the  responsibility  of  Armistice 
Day  arrangements. 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  of  Winston-Salem,  thanked  Mrs. 
Daniels  for  this  suggestion,  and  expressed  belief  that  all  the 
North  Carolina  Units  would  follow  this  plan.  Wilmington 
had  already  adopted  the  plan  of  entertaining  the  boys  on 
Armistice  Day. 

Miss  Helen  Blanton,  chairman  of  Red  Cross  at  Kenil¬ 
worth  Hospital,  was  presented,  and  spoke  interestingly  of 
conditions  and  the  work  being  accomplished  at  Kenilworth 
Hospital. 

Mrs.  Everett  Lockett,  of  Winston-Salem,  moved  that  the 
Auxiliary  send  greetings  to  former  President  Woodrow 
Wilson.  The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried.  The  mes¬ 
sage  was  sent  as  follows : 


The  North  Carolina  Department  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
in  assembled  convention,  in  the  interest  of  ex-service  men,  desires 
to  express  to  you  their  greetings  of  esteem,  and  great  appreciation 
of  your  services  to  the  country  during  the  World  War. 

(Signed)  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY, 

Department  of  North  Carolina. 


The  meeting  then  adjourned  for  an  automobile  ride  to 
High  Point,  and  supper  with  the  Andrew  Jackson  Post  and 
Unit. 

MARIE  TORRENCE, 

Secretary. 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9,  1922 


MORNING  SESSION 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  department  pres¬ 
ident,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt. 

The  morning  invocation  was  offered  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Sta¬ 
nley,  chaplain  of  Greensboro  Unit,  after  which  the  Conven¬ 
tion  pledged  allegiance  to  the  flag. 

Several  telegrams  were  read  before  the  Convention, 
including  one  from  General  Pershing  to  the  Department 
president.  This  evoked  much  applause.  Mrs.  C.  D.  Ben- 
bow,  Jr.,  moved  that  the  original  telegram  from  General 
Pershing  be  preserved  in  the  president’s  scrapbook,  and  a 
copy  of  the  same  be  placed  in  the  historian’s  book.  This 
was  carried. 

The  memorial  services  were  in  charge  of  the  Department 
chaplain,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet. 

During  the  past  year,  the  following  members  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
had  passed  on : 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Mason,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Taylor,  Miss  Marie  Burtner, 
Mrs.  Dearing. 

In  memory  of  these,  Miss  Eugenia  Patterson  sang 
‘‘Crossing  the  Bar,”  and  the  audience  stood  in  silent  rev¬ 
erence.  Mrs.  Burt  paid  tribute  to  a  Gold  Star  mother 
present,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Baughm,  of  Washington,  and  again 
the  audience  stood  in  honor  of  the  latter. 

The  following  committee  on  Finance  and  Dues  was 
announced  by  the  chair: 
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Mrs.  Randolph  Redfern,  Mrs.  Robert  Glenn,  Mrs.  D.  M.  Pol¬ 
lock. 

Mrs.  N.  L.  Eure  gave  a  full  report  of  the  fifty-four  dele¬ 
gates  and  alternates  present  The  report  was  corrected  and 
accepted. 

A  roll-call  of  Districts  was  given  by  the  secretary. 

The  president  announced  a  caucus  of  Districts  during 
recess,  the  same  to  be  followed  by  announcement  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  woman  from  each  District. 

After  an  explanation  by  the  parliamentarian,  Mrs.  Blair, 
of  the  two  methods  of  electing  officers,  the  question  was 
put  to  the  Convention  as  to  whether  the  election  should  be 
by  nominations  from  the  floor,  or  by  recommendation  from 
a  nominating  committee. 

Mrs.  Everett  Lockett,  of  Winston-Salem,  moved  that 
the  election  be  made  by  nominations  from  the  floor.  This 
was  seconded  by  Mrs.  W.  P.  Baughm,  of  Washington. 
The  vote  resulted  as  follows:  Favorable,  9;  negative,  24. 

It  was  then  decided  that  there  be  nominations  from  the 
floor  from  each  District  to  compose  the  nominating  com¬ 
mittee  ;  also  that  five  be  elected  from  the  ten  nominations. 
The  president  announced  that  elections  would  take  place  at 
the  afternoon  session. 

Mrs.  Benbow  introduced  the  Convention  pages,  Misses 
Lois  Stamey,  Eunice  Stamey,  Nan  Norfleet,  Ada  Denny, 
Lila  Callum,  Sarah  Alderman,  Edna  Millikan,  Jessie  Myers, 
Virginia  Stainback,  Claire  Stafford,  Elizabeth  Clary,  Jean 
McAlister,  and  Jessie  Brandt;  and  the  session  adjourned 
till  after  the  American  Legion  parade. 

When  the  session  reconvened,  Mrs.  Harry  Vass  was 
requested  to  read  the  report  of  Mrs.  Wilkes,  chairman  of 
Hospital  and  Relief  Work.  The  report  was  accepted. 
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Mrs.  Benbow’s  motion  was  adopted,  that  each  Unit  send 
a  full  report  of  Hospital  work  to  Mrs.  Vass,  to  be  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  yearbook. 

Mrs.  Louis  Owen,  the  historian,  read  a  most  interesting 
paper,  in  which  she  enumerated  the  achievements  of  North 
Carolina’s  sons  in  all  the  country’s  wars.  The  historian 
was  given  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  for  the  magnificent  paper 
which  she  had  compiled ;  and  it  was  moved  and  carried 
that  the  historical  sketch  by  Mrs.  Owen  be  published  in  the 
yearbook. 

HISTORICAL  PAPER,  READ  AT  STATE  CONVENTION 
AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY,  GREENSBORO 
SEPTEMBER  8  AND  9,  1922 

By  Mrs.  Louis  F.  Owen,  Department  Historian 

NORTH  CAROLINA’S  WAR  RECORD 

Even  a  casual  glance  backward  at  North  Carolina’s  part  in  previous 
wars  would  stimulate  high  expectations;  and  her  glorious  bearing  in 
the  World  War  was  no  surprise  to  the  student  of  her  history. 

Was  it  not  on  North  Carolina’s  soil  that  the  first  battle  of  the 
Revolution  took  place,  when  the  Battle  of  Alamance  was  fought,  five 
years  previous  to  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  given  in  most  histories  as 
the  initial  engagement?  North  Carolina  also  sent  the  powder  used 
by  the  patriots  at  Bunker  Hill. 

It  will  further  be  recalled  that  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of 
Independence,  written  by  Cornelius  Harnett,  of  North  Carolina, 
antedated  Thomas  Jefferson’s  by  more  than  a  year,  even  though  the 
latter  was  the  one  that  cracked  Liberty  Bell.  The  Battle  of  King’s 
Mountain  wras  the  turning  point  of  the  entire  struggle,  when  North 
Carolina  men,  in  buckskin  shirts  and  coonskin  caps,  fighting  with 
knives,  tomahawks,  and  rifles,  destroyed  and  captured  the  whole 
British  army,  with  its  shining  uniforms,  waving  flags,  and  beating 
drums — this  being  one  of  the  most  brilliant  victories  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  cause  during  the  whole  war. 

What  but  supremest  patriotism  and  courage  could  be  expected  of 
men  descended  from  such  stock? 

Then,  in  the  War  between  the  States,  it  is  everywhere  conceded 
that,  when  it  comes  to  sacrifice,  North  Carolina  holds  the  palm. 
One-fourth  of  all  the  Confederate  soldiers  killed  in  the  war  were  from 
North  Carolina;  one-fourth  of  all  that  were  wounded  were  North 
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Carolinians;  one-third  of  all  who  died  of  disease  were  from  North 
Carolina;  and  it  was  the  illustrious  Twenty-Sixth  North  Carolina 
Regiment  which  sustained  the  heaviest  loss  met  by  any  regiment 
during  that  war  on  either  side,  losing  eighty-eight  per  cent,  in  the 
Battle  of  Gettysburg.  Ah!  when  can  their  glory  fade?  The  Twenty- 
Sixth  North  Carolina.,  at  Gettysburg!  The  first  Southern  soldier 
killed  in  the  war  was  Henry  Wyatt,  of  North  Carolina;  and  the  last 
charge  made,  and  the  last  gun  fired  at  Appomattox,  were  by  North 
Carolina  men. 

In  the  Spanish- American  War,  Ensign  Worth  Bagiev,  of  Raleigh, 
was  the  first  American  officer  of  the  navy  to  lose  his  life. 

With  such  a  heritage,  where  could  North  Carolina  be  but  in  the 
forefront  in  any  patriotic  struggle? 

Of  course,  to  America,  the  most  notable  figure  of  the  World  War 
period  was  President  Wilson.  Yet  how  many  are  aware  that  he 
owed  his  place  in  the  White  House  to  the  personal  loyalty  and  politi¬ 
cal  sagacity  of  a  young  North  Carolinian,  Thomas  J.  Pence?  When 
Champ  Clark  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  for  nomination  at  the 
Baltimore  convention,  Mr.  Wilson  wired  Mr.  Pence,  who  was  head 
and  front  of  the  Wilson  nomination  movement,  to  withdraw  his  name 
from  the  convention.  Reading  it,  Pence  said  hotly,  “Withdraw  noth¬ 
ing.  I  may  be  assuming  a  lot  of  responsibility  here;  but  nobody's 
going  to  know  about  this  telegram.  We’ll  win  out  yet,” — and  he  tore 
the  message  to  bits. 

But  it  was  the  boys  who  won  the  war.  Yet,  who  was  back  of  the 
boys?  There  was  Josephus  Daniels,  who  left  the  editorial  chair  of  a 
Raleigh  newspaper  to  be  the  most  conspicuous  figure,  after  the 
President  himself,  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  It  is  needless  to  dwell 
on  the  achievement  of  this  extraordinary  North  Carolinian,  for  with¬ 
out  his  safely  landing  two  million  troops  on  the  other  side  in  so 
incredibly  short  a  time,  all  of  which  was  little  short  of  miraculous,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  conjecture  present  conditions.  These  lines  were 
written  about  that  time: 

“Let  every  North  Carolinian  be  jubilant  and  glad, 

You’ve  furnished  Uncle  Same  the  best  the  Navy  ever  had. 

And  when  this  World  War  shall  be  won  (as  soon,  praise  God, 
’twill  be), 

A  Tarheel’s  name  will  stand  among  the  South’s  immortal 
three — 

Wilson  from  old  Virginia;  from  Georgia,  McAdoo; 

Daniels  from  North  Carolina — all  patriots  through  and  through.” 
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Back  of  the  boys  were  also  the  men  in  executive  circles  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  A  newspaper  clipping  from  the  “New  York  Sun”  of  those 
days  says: 

“Viewed  from  all  angles,  the  State  of  North  Carolina  exercises 
more  influence  at  the  present  time  in  the  making  of  the  nation’s  laws 
than  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  This  deduction  is  a  natural 
one,  when  a  comparison  is  made  of  length  of  service,  committee 
chairmanships,  and  the  standing  of  men  in  the  various  State  dele¬ 
gations.  North  Carolina  representatives  and  senators  control  no 
less  than  six  of  the  most  important  committee  chairmanships  in  the 
two  houses.  Several  of  the  delegation  of  twelve  members  have 
served  an  average  of  sixteen  years  each  in  Congress,  and  by  the 
inevitable  rule  of  seniority  they  have  all  risen  to  places  of  importance 
in  the  affairs  of  Congress. 

“Senator  Simmons,  with  seventeen  years  of  service  to  his  credit,  is 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee,  by  all  odds  the  most  important 
at  the  capital.  Senator  Overman  is  chairman  of  the  rules  committee, 
and  lately  has  become  the  administrative  spokesman  in  the  Senate. 

“Representative  Kitchin  is  majority  leader  of  the  house,  chairman 
of  the  ways  and  means  committee,  and  ex-officio  the  head  of  the 
Democratic  steering  committee.  He  is  in  line,  next  to  Champ  Clark, 
for  the  speakership  of  the  house,  if  the  Democrats  remain  in  control. 

“Representative  Pou  is  chairman  of  the  rules  committee,  which  is 
still  regarded  as  the  second  most  important  committee  in  the  house. 
Representative  Webb  is  chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee,  which 
considers  many  important  matters. 

“Representative  Small  is  chairman  of  the  rivers  and  harbors  com¬ 
mittee.  Representative  Small  sees  to  it  that  North  Carolina  gets  her 
share  of  the  annual  raid  on  the  public  treasury.” 

Futhermore,  back  of  the  boys  were  the  finances;  and  this  suggests 
W.  0.  McAdoo,  who,  though  not  a  North  Carolinian,  was  a  neighbor, 
from  Georgia,  and  related  to  the  McAdoos  of  our  own  Guilford 
County. 

And  did  not  the  women  of  North  Carolina  work — in  the  Liberty 
Bond  drives,  the  War  Savings  campaign,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  food  con¬ 
servation,  United  War  Work  Campaign,  Red  Cross  drives,  and 
canteen  work?  Just  call  to  mind  also  those  busy  days  of  knitting, 
making  hospital  garments,  and  the  miles  of  surgical  dressings  that 
more  than  willing  hands  fashioned  for  the  boys.  Just  in  one  North 
Carolina  city,  one  year’s  report  of  Red  Cross  activities  shows  6,406 
garments  made,  3,722  knitted  articles,  with  a  total  of  130,160  surgical 
dressings.  Back  of  the  boys  were  indeed  the  women. 

Again  quoting  from  a  newspaper  of  the  early  days  of  the  war,  I 
read: 
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“The  first  shot  fired  against  Germany  sent  a  submarine  down, 
according  to  official  report.  The  shot  was  fired  by  James  A.  Good¬ 
win,  of  Eastern  Carolina.  If  God  wills  the  worst  come  to  us,  North 
Carolina  men  will  be  found,  dead  or  alive,  where  fighting  is  fiercest 
and  risks  the  deadliest.  And  North  Carolina  women  will  be  found 
at  home,  or  elsewhere  if  duty  calls,  loving  their  men,  praying  for 
them,  and  tnung  to  do  their  men’s  work  as  well  as  their  own.” 

It  is  needless  to  say  whether  or  not  this  prophecy  was  borne  out. 
Loving  their  men  and  praying  for  them  were  a  small  part  done  for 
them  by  North  Carolina  women.  The  professional  nurses  from  the 
State  did  a  noteworthy  work  at  that  time.  At  least  eighty-five  Red 
Cross  reserve  nurses  from  North  Carolina  served,  in  this  country  and 
abroad,  during  the  war.  One  of  the  number,  Miss  Annie  D.  Revely, 
died  while  serving  in  France.  Twenty-five  or  thirty  North  Carolina 
nurses  furthermore  worked  untiringly  on  local  recruiting  committees, 
securing  wonderful  co-operation  for  the  nursing  service  with  the 
Army  and  Navy.  Miss  Van  de  Vrede,  director  of  nursing  service  at 
Red  Cross  headquarters  in  Atlanta,  writes  that  these  numbers  can 
probably  be  materially  increased  when  definite  records  are  available 
from  Army  and  Navy  nurse  corps. 

As  yet,  complete  records  of  any  kind  are  lamentably  few,  and  it  is 
only  in  fragments  that  a  partial  story  of  the  boys’  own  part  in  the 
war  can  be  obtained.  Naturally,  the  Thirtieth,  or  Old  Hickory, 
Division,  in  which  North  Carolina  men  were  conspicuous,  holds  the 
center  of  our  attention,  for  it  was  this  Division,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Twenty-Seventh,  that  broke  the  Hindenburg  Line.  “The  zero 
hour  of  the  zero  day — September  29,  1918 — was  5.50  a.  m.  At  7.35 
a.  m.,  the  main  Hindenburg  system  had  been  crossed;  at  11.45  a.  m., 
the  cleaning  up  of  Bellicourt  was  completed.  German  officers,  when 
captured,  would  not  believe  that  the  line  was  broken;  but  when  at 
last  convinced,  they  cried  in  despair,  ‘All  is  lost — there  is  nothing 
between  you  and  the  Rhine.’  ” 

Who  did  it?  The  boys  from  old  North  Carolina — Kings  Moun¬ 
tain’s  grandsons. 

Though  the  Twenty-Seventh  Division  was  also  on  this  sector,  it 
was,  according  to  official  history,  the  Sixtieth  Brigade,  entirely  made 
up  of  North  Carolina  men,  which  was  the  first  unit  of  the  entire 
British  front  to  break  through  the  Hindenburg  Line.  Gen.  Sam  L. 
Faison,  who  commanded  the  Thirtieth,  wrote  to  Senator  Overman: 
“As  the  Sixtieth  Brigade  passes  before  me  in  review  for  the  last  time, 
I  know  I  shall  feel  and  say  to  myself,  as  General  Lee  did  at  Appo¬ 
mattox,  ‘There  go  the  North  Carolinians,  God  bless  them.’  ” 

With  all  their  courage  and  glorious  record,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  less  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  men  of  this  Division  occupy  honored 
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graves  in  blood-soaked  France.  They  not  only  did  their  duty  hero¬ 
ically,  but  scientifically;  otherwise  a  very  much  larger  number  would 
be  lying  silent  but  not  forgotten  in  France.  The  Thirtieth  Division 
received  twelve  medals  of  honor,  or  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  total  of 
those  decorations  awarded. 

The  Fifth  Field  Artillery,  North  Carolina  men,  made  a  record  in 
the  great  war  unsurpassed  by  any  artillery  regiment  in  the  army. 
It  was  chosen  by  General  Pershing  as  one  of  the  three  artillery  regi¬ 
ments  to  accompany  the  famous  First  Division,  the  original  A.  E.  F., 
in  July,  1917.  Its  glorious  record  in  battle  is  attested  by  the  numer¬ 
ous  commendations  and  citations  received.  It  was  a  part  of  the 
Army  of  Occupation  in  Germany  till  August,  1919.  It  was  while 
stationed  here  that  General  Petain,  of  the  French  army,  decorated 
the  regimental  colors  with  the  Croix  de  Guerre. 

The  One  Hundred  Thirtieth  Field  Artillery,  made  up  of 
North  Carolina  men,  in  four  short,  terrible  months,  won  undying 
fame  by  its  operations  with  each  of  the  three  American  armies  in 
France,  and  finally  was  of  the  Army  of  Occupation.  Colonel  Cox 
tells  briefly  how  the  infantry  fought  in  Flanders  and  Belgium,  and 
helped  to  break  the  Hindenburg  Line  at  Bellicourt.  In  the  St. 
Mihiel  drive  it  took  an  important  part,  as  also  in  the  Argonne.  Later 
it  went  into  the  Woevre  region,  where  the  drive  against  Metz  was 
begun,  which  ended  in  the  signing  of  the  Armistice. 

More  North  Carolina  men  were  the  One  Hundred  Fifth 
Engineers  (Thirtieth  Division).  Colonel  Pratt,  speaking  of  the 
bravery  of  his  men,  who  were  in  exposed  positions  at  the  frcnt  from 
June  till  November  11,  said:  “Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
the  enlisted  men  and  non-commissioned  officers.  Most  of  them  were 
in  the  front  wrave  of  every  attack,  and  the  way  in  which  they 
conducted  themselves  is  worthy  of  nothing  short  of  the  highest 
commendation.” 

The  Eighty-First  Division,  the  Wildcats,  were  also  largely  North 
Carolina  boys,  of  whom  General  Pershing  said  that  they  made  a 
splendid  record,  and  could  return  home  proud  of  their  service  in 
France.  This  Division  was  originally  called  the  Stonewall  Division, 
having  been  organized  at  Camp  Jackson.  The  name  “Wildcat,” 
however,  was  suggested  by  Wildcat  Creek,  near  the  Camp,  and  was 
enthusiastically  adopted.  It  proved  popular,  and  also  appropriate, 
for  when  the  men  of  this  Division  were  sent  against  the  Huns  in 
the  Vosges  Mountains,  and  in  the  Meuse- Argonne  offensive,  they 
emulated  the  fighting  qualities  of  the  wildcat  so  well  that  they  were 
thereafter  considered  entirely  worthy  of  the  Wildcat  name. 

On  the  night  of  the  eighth  of  November,  orders  were  received  to 
attack  the  German  lines  on  the  Woevre  Plain  next  morning.  The 
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Germans  had  held  this  position  since  early  in  the  war.  Their  lines 
were  full  of  pill  boxes  and  strong  centers  of  resistance,  all  of  con¬ 
crete;  and  the  low  and  marshy  plain  was  full  of  wire.  Three  German 
Divisions  confronted  the  Eighty-First — the  Fifth  Prussian  Guards, 
the  Third  Bavarians,  and  the  Thirteenth  Landwehr.  The  Division 
advanced,  with  but  little  artillery  preparation  (due  to  lack  of  heavy 
guns,  and  of  horses  for  the  seventy-fives),  and  when  the  armistice 
went  into  effect  they  were  crossing  the  Hindenburg  Line  near  Etain. 
The  casualties  in  the  three  days’  fighting  were:  Killed,  11  officers, 
167  men;  wounded,  14  officers,  757  men;  captured,  1  officer,  56  men; 
missing,  6  men. 

While  North  Carolina  is  not  desirous  of  claiming  an  unmerited 
honor,  this  paper  cannot  fail  to  mention  Alvin  York,  the  greatest 
American  hero  of  the  war,  who  received  the  highest  American  mili¬ 
tary  decoration,  the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor.  While  Sergeant 
York  hails  from  Tennessee,  let  us  remind  ourselves  that  it  has  not 
been  so  very  many  years  ago  that  Tennessee  was  a  part  of  North 
Carolina;  and  when  we  read  of  Yorks  killing  twenty  Germans, 
capturing  132  prisoners,  and  putting  thirty-five  machine  guns  out 
of  action,  we  remember  his  sturdy  forebears  at  Kings  Mountain. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  borrow  heroism  from  even  the  next-door 
neighbor.  Have  we  not  our  own  Kiffen  Rockwell,  with  eighteen  Ger¬ 
mans  to  his  credit?  Joining  the  Lafayette  Escadrille  in  1914,  Rock¬ 
well’s  spirit  and  high  courage  were  a  source  of  inspiration  to  the  air 
service  throughout  the  war.  After  a  brilliant  career,  he  was  killed 
by  a  dumdum  bullet,  and  the  Allied  world  mourned  our  Asheville 
boy.  Among  the  many  verses  written  to  his  memory  are  these: 

TO  KIFFEN  ROCKWELL 
(First  American  Killed  in  France) 

Wrapped  in  the  flag  for  which  you  fought, 

The  Croix  de  Guerre  upon  your  breast, 

Sure  of  the  truth  and  faith  you  sought, 

Safe  in  the  heart  of  France  you  rest; 

One  of  the  few  who,  strong  of  heart 
While  others  quailed,  were  first  to  go, 

Proudly  you  said,  “I  pay  my  part 
For  Lafayette  and  Rochambeau.” 

Far  flew  your  battle  monoplane, 

But  wider  still  your  spirit  flies, 

Dear  boy,  you  did  not  die  in  vain; 

W>u  fauffht  us  there  are  things  to  prize 
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Beyond  life.  Since  you  marked  the  way 
Your  countrymen  assume  the  debt — 

Rank  upon  rank  they  march  to  pay 
For  Rochambeau  and  Lafayette. 

— Walter  Turnbull. 

McConnell,  of  Carthage,  was  another  North  Carolina  boy  who  won 
distinction  in  the  Lafayette  Escadrille,  and  who  gave  his  life  that 
Liberty  might  not  perish  from  the  earth. 

Ranking  with  Rockwell  and  McConnell  was  James  Henry  Baughm, 
of  Washington,  making  an  immortal  three  from  the  Old  North 
State  in  the  Lafayette  Escadrille,  not  only  to  offer  but  to  give  their 
lives  in  the  stupendous  struggle.  Just  prior  to  his  death,  the  latter 
was  recommend  for  the  Admiralty. 

.Capt.  Harriss  Alderman,  of  Wilmington,  brought  down  six  German 
planes;  was  awarded  the  Croix  de  Guerre  with  six  palms  by  the 
French;  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  by  the  British;  and  the  Dis¬ 
tinguished  Service  Cross  by  the  United  States. 

Harmon  C.  Rarison,  of  Wilmington,  saw  much  air  service  in 
France,  and  after  discharge,  in  May,  1919,  with  rank  of  captain, 
returned  to  Europe  in  October  to  join  Polish  Flying  Corps.  He  won 
Distinguished  Service  Cross,  December,  1918;  Virtuti  Militari  (Po¬ 
land’s  highest  decoration);  cited  by  the  French;  Krytz  Walesznych 
(Polish)  with  three  bars,  signifying  same  decoration  awarded  four 
times;  and  Liberation  de  Pologne. 

Owen  Kenan,  also  of  Wilmington,  is  another  of  North  Carolina’s 
war  heroes,  though  the  historian  has  as  yet  been  unable  to  secure  his 
record,  along  with  others. 

Paul  Montague,  of  Winston-Salem,  was  also  notable  in  the  Air 
Service.  He  was  first  reported  missing,  and  then  it  became  known 
that  he  had  been  languishing  for  many  months  in  a  German  prison 
camp.  There  is  also  Robert  Opie  Lindsay,  of  Madison,  who  was 
awarded  the  Distinguished  Service  Cross. 

North  Carolina  lost  in  the  war  sixty-three  officers  and  1,547  men, 
while  South  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  Georgia  lost  308  men,  637  men, 
and  306  men,  respectively.  In  her  record  for  bravery  and  combat, 
North  Carolina  stands  out  conspicuously  among  other  States,  popu¬ 
lation  considered.  And  it  has  been  borne  out  since  the  beginning 
of  the  old  State’s  history  that  none  can  surpass  her. 

She  stands  first  in  Revolutionary  fame — first  in  battle  and  first  in 
declaration  of  independence;  gave  the  first  Confederate  soldier  killed 
in  the  War  between  the  States;  the  first  officer  of  the  Navy  killed 
in  the  Spanish-American  War;  the  first  American  killed  in  France 
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in  the  World  War;  and  the  shot  that  sent  Amrica’s  first  German 
submarine  to  the  bottom  was  fired  by  a  North  Carolinian. 

“Let  us  cheer  for  those  boys  to  the  ends  of  the  earth, 

From  the  mountain  heights  to  the  sea, 

In  the  land  where  Freedom  had  its  birth, 

Where  manhood  still  is  the  highest  worth 
In  the  hearts  of  the  noble  free. 

“Let  us  drink  to  those  boys  who  march  no  more 
To  the  call  of  the  drum  and  fife, 

Who  sail  the  seas  with  the  soundless  shore, 

Far  out  from  the  harbor  of  life. 

“Across  the  sea  they  bore  our  flag, 

Across  the  sea  they  brought  it  back: 

Nor  did  the  shining  stars  e’er  drag, 

From  sea  to  sea,  from  crag  to  crag, 

Along  war’s  grim  and  gory  track.” 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Daniels,  of  Salisbury,  in  making  report  for  the 
Flag  Committee,  read  extracts  from  the  Report  of  the 
National  Flag  Committee;  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
National  Flag  Committee’s  report.  This  motion  carried, 
and  was  turned  over  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

The  report  of  Mrs.  Gabe  Croom,  of  Wilmington,  on 
“Americanism'’  was  read,  and  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Memorial  Committee  was  called  for, 
and  Mrs.  Chas.  D.  Benbow,  Jr.,  asked  Mrs.  Bridgers,  of 
Raleigh,  to  read  the  resolution  coming  from  the  Raleigh 
committee,  and  to  tell  something  of  the  proposed  memorial. 
This  was  read ;  but  no  action  taken.  The  securing  of 
granite  crosses  from  the  government  to  mark  the  graves  of 

the  departed  soldiers  was  mentioned,  and  it  was  decided 

> 

that  the  matter  be  further  investigated. 

Miss  Evelyn  Phelps,  Red  Cross  director,  of  Greenville, 
S.  C.,  Government  Hospital,  was  introduced,  and  talked 
interestingly  of  the  work  being  done  at  that  institution  for 
the  disabled  veterans  of  the  World  War. 
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The  following  District  Committee  women  were  elected 
to  serve  on  the  Department  Executive  Committee : 


Mrs.  W.  B.  Rodman,  Jr.,  Washington _ District  No.  1 

Miss  Orie  Mosely,  Kinston _ District  No.  2 

Mrs.  Clyde  Eby,  New  Bern _ District  No.  3 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Raleigh _ District  No.  4 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Benbow,  Greensboro _ District  No.  5 

Alternate,  Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann,  High  Point. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Cantwell,  Jr.,  Wilmington _ District  No.  6 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Olive,  Lexington _ District  No.  7 

Mrs.  Max  Barker,  Salisbury _ District  No.  8 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Bost,  Hickory _ District  No.  9 

Mrs.  Thos.  Rollins,  Asheville _ District  No.  10 


The  morning  session  adjourned. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Mrs.  Redfern  reported  for  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  Dues.  The  report  was  accepted. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  to  send  a  telegram  of  sym¬ 
pathy  to  President  Harding,  owing  to  illness  of  Mrs.  Hard¬ 
ing. 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill  gave  report  on  World  War  Orphans. 

Mesdames  Sidney  Alderman,  Sr.,  and  Jr.,  made  a  talk 
before  the  Convention  on  conditions  since  the  World  War 
in  the  little  French  town  of  Longwy,  and  asked  that  this 
town  be  adopted  by  the  North  Carolina  American  Legion 
Auxiliary.  It  was  moved,  seconded,  and  carried  that  this 
matter  be  left  to  the  president  and  her  Executive  Board  for 
decision. 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Graham,  chairman  of  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  Committee,  was  asked  to  read  the  Articles  of  the 
Constitution  in  which  changes  had  been  suggested  by  the 
Committee  on  By-Laws  and  Constitution.  These  changes 
were  voted  on,  and  accepted.  The  most  important  change 
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pertained  to  the  election  of  officers.  Mrs.  Blair  moved,  and 
it  was  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  various  Units  of  the 
State  be  allowed  to  elect  officers  for  an  indefinite  term. 
The  by-laws  were  read  and  accepted,  the  decision  being  to 
give  them  a  trial  for  one  year.  The  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  Committee  were  given  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  for  the 
great  amount  of  work  done  by  them. 

Congressman  Lamar  Jeff  res,  of  the  Fourth  Alabama  Dis¬ 
trict,  appeared  before  the  Convention  with  a  message  from 
the  boys  who  served  in  the  late  war. 

The  president  asked  for  nominations  for  the  Nominating 
Committee,  and  the  following  were  made: 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Raleigh. 

Mrs.  D.  W.  Goodson,  Salisbury. 

M  iss  Orie  Mosely,  Kinston. 

Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Baughm,  Washington. 

Mrs.  Lee  Folger,  Charlotte. 

Mrs.  Sam  Hurdle,  Winston-Salem. 

Miss  Cora  Blanton,  Asheville. 

Mrs.  Matthews,  New  Bern. 

Mrs.  Spruill,  Rocky  Mount  (Declined). 

Mrs.  Oscar  Rand,  Greensboro. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Cantwell,  Wilmington. 

It  was  moved  and  passed  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
A  vote  was  taken,  which  resulted  in  the  following  five  being 
elected  to  serve  as  a  Nominating  Committee: 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher. 

Miss  Cora  Blanton. 

Mrs.  D.  W.  Goodson. 

Mrs.  Sam  Hurdle. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Cantwell. 

T  he  attached  resolutions  were  submitted  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Resolutions,  and  passed,  with  the  exception  of  one 
in  regard  to  the  form  of  Salute  to  the  Flag,  which  was 
considered  unnecessary,  as  this  was  covered  in  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  National  Flag  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS 

Madam  Chairman:  The  committee  appointed  by  you  to  present 
resolutions  to  this  body,  respectfully  submits  the  following: 

The  committee  recommends  that  a  certain  sum  be  set  aside  for  the 
traveling  expenses  of  the  Department  President. 

That  provision  be  made  for  necessary  clerical  aid  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Secretary. 

That  the  names  appearing  on  the  Honor  Roll  of  permanent  char¬ 
ters  shall  be  those  of  the  women  who  signed  temporary  charters, 
and  those  who  were  enrolled  at  the  first  official  meeting. 

That  the  price  of  permanent  charters  shall  be  five  dollars. 

That  the  Department  of  the  North  Carolina  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  adopt  the  “Oteen  Echo”  as  its  official  organ,  all  monthly 
bulletins  and  special  memoranda  being  issued  in  same  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  President  and  Secretary.  It  is  recommended  that  each  Unt 
suibscribe  to  the  “Oteen  Echo.” 

This  committee  recommends  that  a  Department  Hospital  Fund  be 
established,  financed  mainly  by  a  minimum  assessment  (near  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day)  of  ten  cents  per  Unit  member.  This  amount  shall  be 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Chairman  of  Hospitalization. 

It  is  further  recommended  that  the  North  Carolina  Department 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  petition  the  National  Society  to 
establish  a  Hospital  Fund  to  be  called  The  Edith  Hobart  National 
Hospital  Fund. 

Recommendations  from  various  Units  are  as  follows: 

Gaston  Unit,  No.  23,  wishes  North  Carolina  to  be  the  first  State 
to  suggest  a  National  Memorial  design  for  funerals  of  World  War 
veterans.  This  committee  approves  this  recommendation.  Two 
beautiful  designs  were  submitted  by  the  Gaston  Unit,  but  this  com¬ 
mittee  think  the  question  of  design  should  be  discussed  by  a  larger 
body,  and  decided  on  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  National 
President. 

The  Raleigh  Unit  of  American  Legion  Auxiliary  presented  a  most 
interesting  resolution  in  regard  to  erecting  a  Memorial  Building  in 
Raleigh.  The  project  was  of  great  magnitude,  and  planned  on  an 
ambitious  scale,  and  this  Committee,  heartily  approving  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  enterprise,  gladly  makes  the  following  recommendation:  That 
the  president  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina 
appoint  a  committee  of  three,  to  negotiate  and  work  with  the  proper 
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organizations  in  this  State,  with  a  view  to  effecting  the  aims  and 
purposes  of  this  resolution. 

From  Clyde  Bolling  Post,  No.  55,  came  a  resolution  that  a  simpler 
and  less  expensive  method  be  adopted  for  handling  the  membership 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Cantwell,  Jr.,  of  Wilmington,  asked  that  a  resolution 
be  offered  as  to  adopting  by  the  women  a  form  of  Salute  to  the  Flag. 

The  committee  wishes  to  extend  grateful  thanks  in  the  name  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina  to  all  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  their  entertainment  and  pleasure  while  in  Greensboro. 

The  Mayor  of  the  City  gave  them  a  gracious  welcome.  Mrs. 
Wistard  Stockard,  president  of  the  local  Unit;  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Ben- 
bow,  Jr.,  General  Convention  Chairman;  and  all  on  the  Committee 
of  Entertainment,  have  been  untiring  in  carrying  out  the  plans  so 
lovingly  made  for  the  comfort  of  the  delegates;  and  many  thanks  are 
extended  by  those  wrho  enjoyed  their  gracious  hospitality. 

This  committee  wishes  to  give  a  word  of  appreciation  to  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  O.  Henry  Hotel  and  his  able  assistants;  to  the  daily 
press;  and  the  Boy  Scouts  for  many  courtesies  extended.  The  Auxili¬ 
ary  were  indebted  to  the  Andrew  Jackson  Post  and  Unit  of  High 
Point  for  a  most  enjoyable  afternoon,  being  conducted  thereto  by  an 
able  and  efficient  corps  of  motor  friends.  A  delightfully  planned 
picnic  to  the  historic  Guilford  battleground  was  the  last  of  the  pleas¬ 
ures,  and  at  this  the  Auxiliary  were  the  happy  guests  of  the  sister 
societies — the  Red  Cross,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy.  Thanks  are  extended  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  North  Carolina  for  stopping  in  his  busy  round  to  bring  a 
message  of  cheer.  The  enthusiasm  of  youth  shown  in  the  radiant 
faces  of  the  attractive  pages  has  proven  an  inspiration. 

MRS.  F.  S.  SPRUILL,  Chairman, 
MRS.  F.  M.  CHADWICK,  JR., 
MRS.  SAM  W.  HURDLE, 

MISS  EDWINA  LOCKETT. 

RESOLUTION 

W  hereas,  the  State  of  North  Carolina  should  establish  a  memorial 
to  those  of  her  citizens  wffio  participated  in  the  World  War;  and 

W'hereas,  such  a  memorial  should  be  both  an  object  of  beauty  and 
an  institution  of  service  to  the  people  of  the  State,  and  particularly 
to  those  of  North  Carolina  who  have  served  her  in  times  of  war; 
therefore, 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


99 


Be  it  Resolved,  that  the  Raleigh  Unit  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary 
of  the  American  Legion  propose  for  the  consideration  of  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  the  American  Legion,  and  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Department  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion, 
the  following  proposition: 

1.  That  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  the  American  Legion 
and  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary 
of  the  American  Legion  determine  and  propose  a  State  Memorial 
for  those  North  Carolinians  who  served  in  the  World  War; 

2.  That  it  is  hereby  recommended  and  urged  that  such  a  memorial 
be  in  the  form  of  a  beautiful  building,  to  be  erected  in  the  city  of 
Raleigh  by  funds  of  the  State,  to  be  situated  upon  land  already 
owned  or  to  be  purchased  by  the  State,  to  be  maintained  and  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  State;  with  the  special  provision  that,  in  the  legislation 
providing  for  the  erection  of  such  a  Memorial  Building,  it  be  specifi¬ 
cally  set  forth  that  in  addition  to  providing  offices  and  quarters  for 
the  State  Historical  Commission,  the  State  Library  Commission,  and 
the  relics  and  trophies  of  all  the  wars  in  which  the  State  has  partici¬ 
pated,  the  said  building  or  structure  shall  contain  provision  for  State 
Headquarters  for  the  Colonial  Dames,  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  the  United  Confederate  Veterans,  the  United  Daughters  of  the 
Confederacy,  the  Spanish-American  War  Veterans,  the  American 
Legion,  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion,  and  any 
other  similar  veterans’  organization  that  maintains  a  State  headquar¬ 
ters  in  North  Carolina; 

3.  That  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  the  American  Legion 
and  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the 
American  Legion  take  whatever  steps  they  deem  advisable  and  proper 
looking  toward  the  attainment  of  this  enterprise,  particularly  to  secur¬ 
ing  of  appropriate  legislation  to  provide  for  such  a  memorial. 

And,  be  it  further  Resolved,  that  the  Commander  of  the  Raleigh 
Unit  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  appoint  a  committee  of  three  persons, 
with  instructions  to  present  this  proposition  to  the  North  Carolina 
Department  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  North  Carolina  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion,  and  to 
negotiate  and  work  with  these  two  Department  Organizations  in 
endeavoring  to  effect  the  aims  and  purposes  of  this  resolution. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  a  resolution, 
adopted  by  the  Raleigh  Unit  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the 
American  Legion,  in  regular  meeting  assembled,  September  30,  1921. 

UNIT  COMMANDER. 

It  was  decided  that  names  appearing  on  the  honor  roll  of 
the  permanent  charters  will  be  those  of  women  who  signed 
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temporary  charters,  and  who  were  enrolled  at  the  first 
official  meeting. 

The  “Oteen  Echo”  was  adopted  as  the  official  publication 
of  the  Legion  Auxiliary. 

It  was  moved,  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried  that  a 
Hospital  Fund,  financed  by  a  minimum  assessment  of  ten 
cents  upon  each  Unit  member  of  the  State,  be  astablished, 
and  that  this  fund  be  designated  as  a  Thanksgiving  offering 
near  that  date,  and  known-  as  the  ‘‘Lily  Burt”  Hospital 
Fund,  in  honor  of  the  pioneer  president,  and  for  the  great 
service  performed  by  her  for  the  cause. 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Blair  was  asked  to  take  the  chair  and  called 
for  the  report  of  the  Credentials  Committee ;  also  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Reconstruction.  Both  of  these 
reports  were  given,  and  accepted. 

It  was  announced  that  the  report  of  the  National  Com¬ 
mittee  Woman  will  be  incorporated  in  the  minutes. 

The  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  was  as  follows: 

National  Committee  Woman,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt. 

Alternate  Committee  Woman,  Mrs.  Gabe  Croom. 

President,  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet. 

First  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Chas.  D.  Benbow,  Jr. 

(Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill  nominated  for  First  Vice-President,  but  asked 
that  her  name  be  withdrawn.) 

Second  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Robert  Redwood. 

Secretary-Treasurer,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

Chaplain,  Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Baughm. 

It  was  moved,  seconded,  and  carried  that  the  report  of  the 
Nominating  Committee  be  accepted  as  a  whole,  and  that 
the  secretary  be  instructed  to  cast  the  ballot  for  the  report 
of  the  Nominating  Committee  as  presented. 

The  newly  elected  officers  were  conducted  to  the  platform 
by  the  pages,  and  presented. 
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The  new  president  spoke  words  of  greeting,  and  presented 
the  retiring  president,  Mrs.  Burt,  with  a  past-president’s 
Auxiliary  pin. 

The  election  of  delegates  to  the  New  Orleans  convention 
followed,  by  nominations  from  the  floor. 

The  following  were  chosen  as  delegates : 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Salisbury. 

Mrs.  Jas.  K.  Norfleet,  Winston-Salem. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Raleigh. 

Mrs.  Louis  F.  Owen,  Winston-Salem. 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Monroe. 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Benbow,  Jr.,  Greensboro. 

■  M  rs.  R.  C.  Cantwell,  Jr.,  Wilmington. 

ALTERNATES 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Goodson,  Salisbury. 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Daniels,  Salisbury. 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Grimes,  Hickory. 

Mrs.  Gabe  H.  Croom,  Wilmington. 

Miss  Marie  Torrence,  Gastonia. 

Mrs.  Sam’l  Hurdle,  Winston-Salem. 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Baughm,  Washington. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Second  Annual  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  American  legion  Auxiliary  was  declared 
closed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARIE  TORRENCE, 

Secretary. 
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DEPARTMENT  CHAIRMEN  OF  COMMITTEES 


Rehabilitation . „ . Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Hickory 

Americanism . Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews,  New  Bern 

Finance . Mrs.  Oscar  Rand,  Greensboro 

Legislation . Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington 

War  Orphans . Miss  Annie  Lee,  Monroe 

Memorial . Mrs.  Grant  Sheppard,  Linwood 

Prisons . Mrs.  D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin,  Raleigh 

Publicity . Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Charlotte 


UNIT  PRESIDENTS  FOR  1924 


Albemarle — Walter  B.  Hill  Post . Mrs.  H.  B.  Vick,  Pres. 

Asheville — Kiffin  Rockwell  Post . Mrs.  Frank  L.  Whitman,  Pres. 

Belmont — Auten-Stowe  Post . Mrs.  S.  P.  Stowe,  Pres. 

Brevard — Monroe-Wilson  Post . . . Mrs.  A.  D.  Perkins,  Pres. 

Bryson  City — Caro  E.  Freeman  Post . Mrs.  Frank  E.  Fry,  Pres. 

Canton — Varner  Rhinehart  Post . : . Mrs.  A.  D.  Wood,  Pres. 

Chapel  Hill — Chapel  Hill  Post . Mrs.  George  Elliott,  Pres. 

Charlotte — Hornets’  Nest  Post . Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice,  Pres. 

Clinton — Leon  L.  Daugherty  Post . Mrs.  S.  L.  Oliver,  Pres. 

Concord — Fred  Y.  McConnell  Post . Mrs.  W.  M.  Sherrill,  Pres. 

Davidson — . Mrs.  J.  H.  Brown,  Pres. 

Durham — Durham  Post . Mrs.  R.  A.  Knight,  Act.  Pres. 

Enfield — Currie  Bumpass  Post . Mrs.  H.  S.  Harrison,  Pres. 

Fayetteville — Cumberland  Post . Mrs.  W.  A.  Wray,  Pres. 

Fuquay  Springs — Fuquay  Springs  Post . Mrs.  Elmo  Fish,  Pres. 

Gastonia — Gaston  Post  . Mrs.  E.  B.  Denny,  Pres. 

GoMsboro — Wayne  Post  . Mrs.  E.  R.  Micheaux,  Pres. 

Greensboro — Henry  K.  Burtner  Post . Mrs.  Harry  R.  Bush,  Pres. 

Greenville — Pitt  County  Post  . Mrs.  Chas.  O’H.  Laughinghouse,  Pres. 

Hamlet — Hamlet  Post . Mrs.  L.  A.  Corning,  Pres. 

Henderson — Henderson  Post . Mrs.  J.  W.  Cooper,  Pres. 

Hendersonville — Hubert  M.  Smith  Post . Mrs.  J.  W.  Williams,  Pres. 

Hickory — Hickory  Post . Mrs.  E.  L.  Shuford,  Pres. 

High  Point — Andrew  Jackson  Post . Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann,  Pres. 

Kinston— Jos.  Dixon  Rountree  Post . Miss  Orie  Moseley,  Pres. 

Lenoir — Dysart  Kendall  Post . Mrs.  G.  C.  Courtney,  Pres. 

Lexington — Lexington  Post . Mrs.  Frank  Hill,  Pres. 

Louisburg — Jambes  Post  . Mrs.  C.  K.  Cook,  Pres. 

Lumberton — Lumberton  Post . Mrs.  A.  V.  G.  Wishart,  Pres. 

Marion — McDowell  Post . Mrs.  Homer  Beaman,  Pres. 

Mebane — Mebane  Post . Mrs.  Geo.  Holt,  Pres. 

Monroe — Melvin  Deese  Ppst . Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Pres. 

Mooresville — Mooresville  Post . Mrs.  W.  Fred  Morrow,  Pres. 

Morehead  City — Morehead  City  Post . 

New  Bern — Donnerson  Hawkins  Post . Mrs.  Tom  C.  Daniels,  Pres. 

Newton — Newton  Post . Mrs.  W.  W.  Trott,  Pres. 

North  Wilkesboro — Wilkes  County  Post . Miss  Ellen  Finley,  Pres. 

Pilot  Mountain — Walter  Smith  Post . Mrs.  Gertrude  Smith,  Pres 

Raeford— . Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston,  Pres. 

Raleigh — Relaigh  Post . Mrs.  T.  C.  Powell,  Pres. 

Red  Springs — Charlie  Bell  Post . Mrs.  Layton  McGugan,  Pres. 
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Reidsville — Coleman-Southard  Post . 

Rocky  Mount — Coleman-Pitt  Post . 

Roxboro — Lester  Blackwell  Post . 

Rutherfordton — Fred  Williams  Post . 

St.  Pauls — Forrest  Post . 

Salisbury — Samuel  C.  Hart  Post . 

Sanford — Lee  County  Post . 

Scotland  Neck — Roanoke  Post . 

Snow  Hill — Shirley  Hill  Post. . 

Southern  Pines — Sandhills  Post . 

Spray — James  Hundall  Post . 

Spring  Hope — Vester  Wheless  Post . 

Statesville — Hurst  Turner  Post . 

Sylva — . 

Tarboro — Tarboro  Post- . 

Warrenton — Stephen  E.  Burroughs  Post 

Washington — Beaufort  County  Post . 

Waynesville — Francis  Arrington  Post . 

Weldon — Shaw  Post . 

Wendell — Cedric  Harris  Post . 

Wilmington — Wilmington  Post . 

Wilson — Robt.  B.  Anderson  Post . 

Winston-Salem — Clyde  Bolling  Post . 

Winton — Hertford  Post  . . 


. Mrs.  H.  R.  Scott,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  W.  T.  Kirby,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  Leslie  L.  Taylor,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  C.  T.  Poole,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  D.  M.  Gurley,  Pres. 

. Miss  Rebe  Shields,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  Sam  H.  Overby,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  Nelson  Courtney,  Pres. 

(Aberdeen,  N.  C.) 

Mrs.  Luther  Hodges,  Act.  Pres. 

. Mrs.  Robt.  L.  Pitts,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  Alex  Sharpe,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  C.  G.  Cauder,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  Forrest  Sledge,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  C.  R.  Rodwell,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  W.  P.  Baugham,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  A.  B.  Thomas,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  W.  G.  Suiter,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  E.  W.  Harris,  Pres 

Mrs.  Eleanor  K.  Loughlin,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  Stickney  Boyd,  Pres. 

. Mrs.  Dallas  Kirby,  Pres. 


Program 


MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1,  1924 
JOINT  SESSION 
CITY  AUDITORIUM 

9.30  a.  m. — Meeting  Called  to  Order,  by  Commander  Wiley  C.  Rodman. 
Presentation  of  Colors 

“America,”  by  Audience,  led  by  Mrs.  Kendall  Northup 
Invocation,  by  Department  Chaplain,  G.  T.  Bond. 

9.50  a.  m. — Address  of  Welcome,  by  John  H.  Cathey,  Mayor  of  Asheville 
Response  for  Auxiliary,  by  Miss  Lillian  Horton,  of  Raleigh 
Response  for  American  Legion,  by  R.  Hunt  Parker,  of  Enfield 
Report  of  Credentials  Committee,  Auxiliary 
Report  of  Credentials  Committee,  Legion 

11.00  a.  m. — Meeting  open  to  General  Public 

Music  by  Mrs.  Kendall  Northup  and  Mrs.  Daniel 
Introduction  of  Convention  Speaker,  by  Tom  Bird,  Past  De¬ 
partment  Commander 

11.05  a.  m. — Address,  by  Watson  B.  Miller,  Chairman  National  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Committee,  American  Legion,  Washington,  D.  C. 

12.00  Noon — Recess  of  ten  minutes,  Auxiliary  adjourning  to  Battery  Park 

Hotel  for  its  meeting 


AFTERNOON 

3.00  p.  m. — Auto  Ride  through  city,  starting  from  Battery  Park  Hotel, 
visiting  United  States  Government  Hospital  at  Oteen. 

4.30  p.  m. — Reception  of  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  at  residence  of  Mrs.  O.  C. 

Hamilton,  on  Beaucatcher  Mountain. 

6.30  p.  m. — Langren  Hotel:  Banquet  State,  Post,  Unit  Officers,  and  distin¬ 

guished  guests  of  Legion  and  Auxiliary.  Major  John  Hall 
Manning,  Toastmaster. 

8.30  p.  m. — Dance  at  Langren  Hotel.  Admission  by  Card,  which  will  be 

given  at  time  of  registration. 
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TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2 

7.30  a.  ra. — Aloha  Breakfast,  Mrs.  E.  VV.  Burt,  presiding. 

9.00  a.  m. — Mrs.  James  Renwick  Wilkes,  President,  presiding. 

Prayer  by  Chaplain,  Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  Rocky  Mount. 

Report  of  Department  Historian,  Miss  Lida  Rodman,  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Report  of  Rehabilitation  Committee,  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney, 
Hickory. 

Report  of  Prison  Committee,  Mrs.  D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin, 
Raleigh. 

Report  of  Child  Welfare  Committee,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  Monroe. 
Report  of  Legislative  Committee,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexing¬ 
ton. 

Americanism,  Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews,  New  Bern. 

Finance,  Mrs.  Oscar  Rand,  Greensboro. 

Memorial,  Mrs.  Grant  Sheppard,  Linwood. 

Publicity,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Charlotte. 

Emblems,  Mrs.  Walton  Browning,  Chapel  Hill. 

Musical  Selections. 

Report  of  Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee. 

Election  of  Nominating  Committee. 

Reports  of  District  Committeewomen: 

Election  of  Delegates  to  National  Convention,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Election  of  Officers. 

Report  of  Courtesies  Committee. 

Installment  of  Officers. 

Adjournment. 

ASHEVILLE  CONVENTION  COMMITTEE 


General  Chairman . Mrs.  J.  H.  Minor 

Luncheon... . Mrs.  Lovell  Rhodes 

Music . Mrs.  Kendall  Northup,  Mrs.  Katherine  Daniel 

Dance . Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie 

Entertainment . Mrs.  F.  L.  Whitman,  Mrs.  O.  C.  Hamilton 

Decorations . Mrs.  John  A.  Betchtel,  Mrs.  George  F.  Baer 

Automobiles . Mrs.  E.  C.  Ward,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Parks 

Sergeant-at-Arms . Mrs.  A.  T.  Hipps 

Housing  and  Publicity . Mrs.  J.  H.  Enwright,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Turner 

Finance . Mrs.  A.  W.  Allen 

Registration . Mrs.  Joseph  McGarry 

Program . . . Mrs.  Arthur  Wenige 
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Miss  Gertrude  Neely,  Chief,  Asheville 

Miss  Julia  S.  Wilkes . Charlotte 

Miss  Elle  Hardeman . Charlotte 

Miss  Maude  Mays . Lexington 

Miss  Dorothy  Farr . Asheville 

Miss  Mary  Madeloun  Ross,  Asheville 
Miss  Dorothy  Matthews . Asheville 


Miss  Dell  Head . Asheville 

Miss  Mary  Wachter . Asheville 

Miss  Louise  Whitaker . Asheville 

Miss  Evelyn  Roberts . Asheville 

Miss  Alice  Smith . Asheville 

Miss  Mildred  Davis . Asheville 

Miss  Margaret  Orr . Asheville 


“LEST  WE  FORGET” 

Six  years  ago,  out  of  every  “Eight  North  Carolinians  over  eighteen,  one 
was  wearing  the  uniform  of  honor — Soldier,  Sailor,  or  Marine.”  Six  short 
years!  And  many  seem  to  have  forgotten.  In  France  rest  the  bodies  of 
30,000  Americans — in  our  own  soil  another  30,000;  and  in  our  hospitals 
250,000  wounded.  Have  they  died  in  vain?  Have  the  leaders  of  earth 
failed  to  catch  the  vision? 

To  the  few  doing  the  reconstruction  work  left  by  this  terrible  war,  it 
sometimes  looks  so.  I  call  to  you  members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxil¬ 
iary  to  “carry  on.”  The  work  grows  daily,  and  these  are  the  suggestions  I 
wish  to  leave  with  you: 

1st.  Employ  a  paid  organizer,  as  we  do  in  our  Churches  and  other  so¬ 
cieties. 


2d.  Divide  the  rehabilitation  work  into  two  departments — (1)  Hospital; 
(2)  Welfare. 

3d.  Concentrate  on  Child  Welfare  in  the  vicinity  of  Asheville  and  Black 
Mountain,  a  recreational  and  nursery  center  to  be  established. 

4th.  Arrange  to  have  all  poppies  sold  in  North  Carolina  made  at  Oteen 
and  the  veteran  training  schools  in  this  State. 

5th.  Remember  our  boys  in  prison,  showing  them  their  noble  deeds  are 
not  forgotten.  Cheer  and  help  them  to  amend  their  broken  lives. 

6th.  In  Americanism,  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  educational  forces  of  the 
State  to  have  the  history  of  the  World  War  taught  in  the  public  schools 
today,  while  the  men  who  did  the  fighting  are  with  us.  Thanks  to  Walter 
Clark,  vice-president  North  Carolina  Bar  Association,  formerly  a  Captain  in 
the  Thirtieth  Division,  and  a  graduate  of  the  United  States  Army  Staff 
College,  at  Langres,  France,  we  have  the  facts  collected  pertaining  to  our 
State  in  the  World  War. 

7th.  Each  Unit  elect  a  Publicity  Chairman,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  send 
all  local  Auxiliary  news  to  the  State  Publicity  Department,  so  others  can 
know  of  your  good  deeds. 
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8th.  Begin  a  fund  at  this  Convention  for  some  permanent  memorial 
worthy  of  the  part  North  Carolina  took  in  the  World  War. 

9th.  Determine  to  have  at  least  one  District  Meeting  a  year.  They  are 
so  helpful. 

I  am  passing  these  thoughts  on  to  you  in  the  hope  they  will  bear  fruit. 

Mr.  David  Lubin:  “Creed.”  We  will  do  well  to  remember. 

“There  is  a  destiny  that  makes  us  brothers; 

None  goes  his  way  alone. 

All  that  we  send  into  the  lives  of  others, 

Comes  back  into  our  own.” 

MRS.  JAMES  RENWICK  WILKES 
Department  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  North  Carolina 


Fourth  Annual  Convention 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Department  of  North  Carolina 


MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1,  1924 

OPENING  SESSION  OF  LEGION  AND  AUXILIARY 

The  Sixth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion,  and  the 
Fourth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Department  of  North  Carolina,  met  in  Asheville,  September  1  and 
2,  1924.  The  opening  session  was  a  joint  meeting,  held  in  the 
City  Auditorium,  at  9.30  a.  m.,  Monday,  September  1,  and  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  the  Department  Commander  of  the  Legion,  Colonel 
Wiley  C.  Rodman,  of  Washington,  N.  C.  The  audience,  led  by 
Mrs.  Kendall  Northup,  joined  in  singing  “America,”  after  which 
the  Department  Chaplain,  Rev.  G.  T.  Bond,  offered  the  invoca¬ 
tion. 

Mayor  John  H.  Cathey,  in  a  cordial  Address  of  Welcome, 
turned  over  the  city  to  the  visiting  Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary 
members.  Due  to  delay  in  arrival,  Miss  Lillian  Horton,  of  Ra¬ 
leigh,  was  not  present  to  respond  in  behalf  of  the  Auxiliary,  and 
Mr.  R.  Hunt  Parker,  of  Enfield,  expressed  the  thanks  of  both  the 
Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  for  this  welcome. 

The  report  of  the  Credentials  Committee  of  the  Auxiliary  was 
given  by  Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  of  Winston-Salem,  Department 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  of  the  Legion  by  Mr.  Robert  E. 
Denny,  of  Greensboro,  Department  Adjutant. 

Mrs.  Northup  and  Mrs.  Daniel  delighted  the  audience  with  a 
duet,  after  which  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Bird,  of  Asheville,  a  Past  De¬ 
partment  Commander,  introduced  Lieutenant  Bryant,  of  Fort 
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Bragg,  N.  C.  Representing  Brigadier-General  A.  J.  Bowley, 
Commandant  of  Fort  Bragg,  Lieutenant  Bryant  spoke  on  Citizens’ 
Military  Training  Camps,  one  of  which  is  located  at  Fort  Bragg. 

Col.  Watson  B.  Miller,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  Chairman  of  the 
National  Rehabilitation  Committee  of  the  Legion,  was  expected 
to  address  the  Conventions  at  this  time,  but  a  delayed  train  pre¬ 
vented  his  appearance  on  the  program.  Consequently  the  Con¬ 
ventions  recessed  briefly. 

AUXILIARY  SESSION 

At  noon,  the  Auxiliary  re-convened  at  the  Battery  Park  Hotel, 
where  the  Fourth  Annual  Convention  was  officially  opened  by  the 
President,  Mrs.  James  Renwick  Wilkes.  The  proceedings  were 
as  follows: 

The  Convention  pledged  allegiance  to  the  Flag,  after  which 
Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  the  Chaplain,  led  in  prayer  as  follows: 

Almighty  God,  Judge  over  men  and  Nations,  we  stand  before  Thee  today 
as  loyal  daughters  of  our  Country,  grateful  for  its  splendid  heritage.  We 
ask  Thy  blessing  upon  our  great  Republic.  May  America  ever  remain  free 
and  mighty,  and  true  to  her  best  ideals.  Bless  our  President  and  all  other 
public  servants,  that  they  may  walk  in  justice  before  Thee,  and  that  all  their 
acts  may  redound  to  the  greater  welfare  of  our  people. 

Gracious  God!  Bless  our  land  with  honorable  industry,  with  sound 
learning,  with  pure  manners.  Fashion  our  people  into  one  happy  family, 
close  the  widening  chasm  between  the  strong  and  the  weak,  the  rich  and  the 
poor. 

We  pray  for  Thy  blessing  upon  our  Flag,  the  emblem  of  the  Republic. 
May  it  float  forever  over  a  free  land;  may  our  ancient  watchword,  “In  God 
we  trust,”  sustain  and  guide  our  people. 

We  ask  Thy  blessing  upon  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  May  we  who 
served  our  Country  in  war  continue  in  times  of  peace,  that  we  may  serve 
and  save  America  throughout  our  lives.  May  we  be  eager  and  steadfast  in 
our  devotion  to  justice,  freedom,  and  democracy.  May  we  be  ever  loyal  to 
our  Country  and  our  God. 

May  all  of  our  deliberations  during  this  Convention  be  settled  upon  the 
surest  foundations,  that  peace  and  happiness,  religion  and  piety,  may  be  es¬ 
tablished  among  us. 

Finally,  we  remember  in  love  before  Thee  our  departed  heroes,  who 
showed  their  loyalty  in  their  lives,  and  sealed  it  with  their  deaths.  May 
their  heroic  example  be  to  us  an  everlasting  inspiration. 
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May  Thy  spirit  rest  upon  this  Convention.  May  it  uplift  us  all  to  con¬ 
stant  devotion  to  Thy  teachings  and  to  the  welfare  of  our  Country,  and  may 
we  have  a  perpetual  fear  and  love  of  Thy  Holy  Name;  we  ask  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

Upon  motion  of  Mrs.  Charles  Young,  the  minutes  of  last  year’s 
Convention,  and  the  Call  of  the  Convention,  were  not  read. 

The  Secretary,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  called  the  roll  by  Units. 

The  report  of  the  Credentials  Committee  was  given  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE 


Number  of  Units  in  the  Department .  65 

Number  of  Units  Represented  at  Convention .  26 

Number  of  Delegates  Registered .  59 

Number  of  Alternates  Registered .  16 


Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  GABE  H.  GROOM,  Chairman 
MRS.  L.  D.  MAGETTE 
MRS.  J.  H.  MINOR 
MRS.  J.  H.  ENWRIGHT 

The  Chairman  of  the  Credentials  Committee  stated  that  all 
delegates  had  not  yet  registered,  and  the  President  urged  every 
delegate  to  register  at  once. 

Mrs.  Magette,  the  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  gave 
her  report  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  AND  TREASURER 


Cash  book  balance,  September  6,  1923 . $1,437.85 

Total  receipts  for  the  year  .  7,115.70 


$8,553.55 

Total  Disbursements  for  the  year .  6,853.98 


Cash  book  balance,  August  21,  1924 . $1,699.57 

Analysis  of  Receipts 

National  and  Department  Dues  for  1923 . $  87.00 

National  and  Department  Dues  for  1924 .  1,663.50 

Contributions  to  Lily  Burt  Fund .  823.95 

Contributions  for  furnishing  sun  parlors .  3,597.64 
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Special  contributions  for  Oteen. . . 

Contributions  for  Service  Club . 

Contributions  for  War  Orphans’  Fund . 

Amount  derived  from  sale  of  Poppies . 

Amount  received  from  permanent  charters 
Miscellaneous  receipts  . 


244.00 

240.00 

35.00 

301.30 

48.03 

75.28 


Total  Receipts 


$7,115.70 


Analysis  of  Disbursements 


National  Dues . $  583.50 

Expended  for  sun  parlors . . .  2,973.74 

Lily  Burt  Fund  . 632.75 

Special  Oteen  Expenditures  .  365.31 

Expenses — President  to  National  Convention .  396.00 

Expenses — State  Conventions  1923  and  1924 .  183.27 

Salary  of  Treasurer  .  480.00 

National  Hospital  Fund  . 260.00 

Service  Club  . 300.00 

Printing  Minutes  .  146.83 

Purchase  of  Poppies  .  179.84 

Miscellaneous  disbursements  (stamps  and  stationery,  supplies,  tele¬ 
phone  and  telegraph,  charters,  badges,  contest  cup,  expenses  of 
committee  chairmen,  etc.)  .  382.74 


Total  Disbursements  . $6,853.98 


Units  Contributing  to  Furnishing  of  Sun  Parlors 

Albemarle,  Belmont,  Brevard,  Bryson  City,  Charlotte,  Concord,  Durham, 
Fayetteville,  Enfield,  Gastonia,  Greensboro,  Greenville,  Hickory,  High  Point, 
Kinston,  Lenoir,  Lexington,  Louisburg,  Lumberton,  Marion,  Monroe,  New 
Bern,  Raleigh,  Rocky  Mount,  Sanford,  Snow  Hill,  Southern  Pines,  Spring 
Hope,  Statesville,  Salisbury,  Tarboro,  Warrenton,  Washington,  Weldon,  Wil¬ 
mington,  Wilson,  Winston-Salem,  Sylva,  and  Reidsville.  In  addition,  con¬ 
tributions  were  received  from  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  American 
Legion  Auxiliary;  the  Asheville  and  Winston-Salem  Posts  of  the  Legion; 
from  Wake  Forest;  and  from  the  Florence  and  Orangeburg  Units  of  the 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  South  Carolina. 

Units  Contributing  to  the  Service  Club 

Asheville,  Brevard,  Charlotte,  Fayetteville,  Gastonia,  Greensboro,  Green¬ 
ville,  High  Point,  Lenoir,  Lexington,  Louisburg,  Lumberton,  Marion,  Mon- 
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roe,  Raleigh,  Rocky  Mount,  Roxboro,  Salisbury,  Sanford,  Southern  Pines, 
Scotland  Neck,  Tarboro,  Warrenton,  Washington,  Weldon,  Wilmington, 
Winston-Salem,  Wilson,  and  Sylva. 

Units  Contributing  to  the  Lily  Burt  Fund 

Belmont,  Charlotte,  Concord,  Fayetteville,  Gastonia,  Greensboro,  Green¬ 
ville,  High  Point,  Kinston,  Louisburg,  Monroe,  New  Bern,  Newton,  Rocky 
Mount,  Salisbury,  St.  Pauls,  Scotland  Neck,  Southern  Pines,  Wilson,  Wil¬ 
mington,  and  Winston-Salem.  In  addition,  contributions  were  received 
from  the  Legion  Posts  at  Salisbury,  Southern  Pines,  and  Winston-Salem. 

Membership  Growth  of  Auxiliary  During  Past  Four  Years 

1920-1921  1921-1922  1922-1923  1923-1924 

1004  1586  1996  2085 

Comparative  Statement  of  Money  Handled  During  Foltr  Years 

1920-1921  1921-1922  1922-1923  1923-1924 

$  698.70  $1,543.37  $4,989.93  $8,643.90 

Your  Secretary  and  Treasurer  has  written  around  2500  letters  this  year, 
and  has  sent  out  forty  bulletins  of  sixty-five  copies  each,  besides  sending  out 
a  few  bulletins  for  Mrs.  Wilkes,  Miss  Gwaltney,  and  Mrs.  Matthews.  All  of 
this  goes  to  show  how  our  work  is  growing. 

We  have  formed  only  three  new  Units  this  year,  but  have  re-organized 
several,  that  are  now  doing  wonderful  work.  We  have  eleven  “dead”  Units, 
that  have  not  functioned  last  year  or  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  L.  D.  MAGETTE. 

Upon  motion  duly  made  and  seconded,  the  report  of  Mrs.  Ma- 
gette  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Mrs.  Charles  Young  stated  that  Lexington  had  contributed  to 
hospital  work  at  Oteen,  but  had  done  so  direct,  and  consequently 
the  contributions  were  not  included  in  the  Treasurers  report. 
Mrs.  Proctor  stated  that  Fuquay  Springs  had  not  been  mentioned 
in  the  report,  but  that  the  Unit  was  still  at  work,  and  that 
she  had  with  her  a  check  for  the  State  Treasurer;  that  most  of 
the  work  had  been  local  work,  but  that  they  did  not  want  to  be 
counted  as  a  dead  Unit.  The  Secretary,  in  response,  said  that 
other  Units  might  be  in  the  same  condition,  but  that  so  long  as 
they  did  not  make  reports  she  could  do  nothing  but  call  them 
dead. 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Regulations  was 
given  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

To  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  draft  the  rules  for  the  Fourth  Annual  Con¬ 
vention,  respectfully  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

1.  A  speaker  shall  rise,  address  the  Chair,  give  her  name  and  Unit,  and 
obtain  recognition  before  she  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

2.  No  one  shall  speak  a  second  time  on  the  same  question  if  a  member 
who  has  not  spoken  asks  for  the  floor;  and  no  member  shall  speak  more 
than  twice  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

3.  The  maker  of  a  motion  may  open  and  close  debate.  Debate  shall  be 
limited  to  three  minutes  to  each  speaker.  Debate  on  any  question  shall  be 
limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 

4.  No  extension  of  time  shall  be  allowed  to  a  speaker  or  to  debate  on  a 
question  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

5.  All  main  motions  shall  be  written,  signed  by  the  maker,  and  given  the 
Recording  Secretary  before  the  close  of  the  session  at  which  they  are  offered. 

6.  Parliamentary  procedure  as  laid  down  in  Robert’s  Rules  of  Order, 
Revised,  be  observed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  H.  L.  PROPST,  Chairman 
MRS.  BYNUM  LAXTON 
MRS.  W.  C.  GATCHELL 

Upon  motion,  the  report  was  accepted. 

The  Convention  was  then  favored  by  a  duet  given  by  Mrs. 
Daniel  and  Mrs.  Northup,  which  was  thoroughly  enjoyed. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  National  Committeewoman  for  North 
Carolina,  was  called  upon  for  her  report,  which  she  gave  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

Madame  President,  and  Women  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

In  rendering  my  report  for  the  year,  I  am  reminded  of  the  old  negro 
preacher,  who  took  for  his  text  “De  speret  am  willing,  but  de  flesh  am 
weak.”  I  was  taken  ill  on  my  return  from  the  San  Francisco  Convention, 
and  away  from  my  desk  ’til  May. 

As  your  National  Committeewoman,  I  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Executive  Committee  the  day  following  the  adjournment  of  the  San 
Francisco  Convention.  This  meeting  was  more  of  an  organization  nature. 
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The  National  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Chaplain,  and  Historian  were  elected. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Kate  Waller  Barrett,  the  appointing  of  National  Chairmen 
of  all  standing  committees  and  other  appointments  was  deferred,  and  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  President,  thereby  giving  her  time  to  look  over  the  field. 
With  the  completion  of  a  few  minor  matters  of  business,  left  over  from  the 
Convention,  this  concluded  our  meeting. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  deep  regret  that  my  illness  of  seven  months  pre¬ 
vented  my  carrying  forward  the  program  which  I  had  mapped  out  for  my 
year’s  work.  I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to  attend  the  Department 
Executive  Committee  Meeting  and  luncheon  held  in  Charlotte,  at  the  home 
of  our  President.  In  January,  I  had  to  call  on  Mrs.  Wilkes,  Alternate  Na¬ 
tional  Committeewoman,  to  attend  the  National  Executive  Committee  Meet¬ 
ing  for  me.  She  will  render  a  report  of  this  meeting. 

As  I  had  the  pleasure  and  honor  of  touring  the  State  with  both  Mrs.  Ho¬ 
bart  and  Dr.  Barrett,  it  was  a  matter  of  great  disappointment  to  me  that 
my  illness  prevented  my  extending  the  same  courtesy  to  our  National  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Franklin  Lee  Bishop,  on  her  recent  visit  to  North  Carolina. 
Through  some  error,  I  was  not  notified  of  the  Regional  Conference  held  in 
Columbia,  S.  C.,  so  of  course  did  not  attend.  This  Conference  was  com¬ 
posed  of  delegates  from  the  Southern  States,  and  was  presided  over  by  the 
National  Vice-President  of  the  Southern  Division,  Mrs.  Jennie  Stewart,  of 
Oklahoma. 

Since  my  recovery,  I  have  answered  promptly  all  correspondence,  both 
Departmental  and  National,  and  familiarized  myself  with  National  affairs 
through  reports  sent  me  from  National  Headquarters,  so  as  to  enable  myself 
to  serve  you  to  the  best  advantage  during  the  St.  Paul  Convention.  I  have 
written  many  letters  sponsoring  the  different  phases  of  our  Auxiliary  work, 
which  are  as  follows:  Rehabilitation,  Legislation,  Child  Welfare,  and  Ameri¬ 
canism 

Having  one  of  the  largest  Veterans’  Hospitals  in  the  United  States  located 
in  our  State,  naturally  the  care  of  the  disabled  has  been  our  greatest  concern. 

In  the  matter  of  accomplishment,  I  am  sure  that  no  Department  has  done 
a  finer  work  than  our  own  Department  in  the  furnishing  of  the  six  sun 
parlors  in  the  two  new  buildings  at  Oteen.  I  understand  the  Units  are  still 
very  active  in  hospital  work,  and  are  bringing  cheer  and  comfort  to  many  of 
our  disabled  ex-Service  people.  I  am  deeply  interested  in  the  proposed 
establishment  of  a  recreation  center,  with  nursery,  playground,  etc.,  for  the 
wives,  mothers,  and  children  of  the  patients  at  Oteen.  A  resolution  to  this 
effect  will  be  introduced  at  this  Convention,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with 
your  favorable  consideration  and  endorsement. 

On  July  29,  I  attended  a  meeting  and  luncheon  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Charles  Young,  Seventh  District  Committeewoman.  This  was  a  well  at¬ 
tended  and  delightful  meeting.  The  discussion  of  the  work  and  exchange  of 
ideas  proved  most  helpful  and  inspiring. 
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In  closing  my  report  for  the  year,  I  want  to  thank  you  each  and  every  one 
for  your  splendid  co-operation,  and  to  remind  you  of  our  slogan,  adopted  at 
our  first  Convention,  in  Hendersonville,  “No  Bachelor  Post  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina.”  Let  us  take  for  our  especial  work  the  ensuing  year  the  fulfillment  of 
this,  our  slogan. 

Very  respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  JAMES  K.  NORFLEET 

Mrs.  Norfleet  stated  that,  because  of  illness,  she  did  not  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  January,  and  that  she 
would  ask  Mrs.  Wilkes,  who  did  attend  the  meeting,  to  make  the 
report  for  her.  Mrs.  Wilkes  said  that  the  matter  of  finance  was 
the  principal  business  transacted  at  that  meeting,  which  was  a 
matter  of  statistics,  and  that  information  had  already  been  sent 
out. 

The  report  of  Mrs.  Norfleet  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Mrs.  Wiley  C.  Rodman  gave  the  report  of  Miss  Lida  T.  Rod- 
man,  Department  Historian,  who  was  not  present.  The  report 
follows: 

HISTORIAN’S  REPORT 
MISS  LIDA  T.  RODMAN 

At  the  beginning  of  this  report,  I  wish  to  pay  a  tribute  to  my  predecessor 
in  this  work,  Mrs.  Louis  F.  Owen,  who  conducted  the  office  of  Historian  so 
splendidly,  and  kept  the  records  with  such  exact  and  loving  care  that  upon 
receiving  them  from  her  hands  my  first  impulse  was  to  return  them  by  next 
post,  in  order  that  she  might  be  made  permanent  Historian. 

Not  having  been  present  at  the  Convention  in  Rocky  Mount,  September 
12  and  13,  1923,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  that 
happy  occasion,  and  I  can  only  chronicle  that  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Unit  of  Post  No.  53,  at  Rocky  Mount,  entertained  the  Convention,  and  that 
among  the  delightful  courtesies  extended  was  a  banquet  at  the  Ricks  Hotel. 

At  this  Convention,  Mrs.  James  Renwick  Wilkes,  of  Charlotte,  was  made 
President;  Mrs.  Grant  Sheppard,  First  Vice-President;  Mrs.  A.  B.  Thomas, 
Second  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Frank  Spruill,  Chaplain;  Miss  Lida  Rodman, 
Historian;  and  Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette  re-elected  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Under  the  administration  of  Mrs.  Wilkes,  the  number  of  the  standing  com¬ 
mittees  was  increased  to  include  “Prison  Work,”  Mrs.  D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin, 
of  Raleigh,  Chairman.  This  humanitarian  work  has  appealed  to  the  Auxil¬ 
iary  Units  and  to  a  number  of  ex-service  men,  especially  Mr.  George  Ross 
Pou,  Superintendent  of  the  State  Prison.  Charlotte,  Raleigh,  Washington, 
Scotland  Neck,  Chapel  Hill,  Durham,  Rocky  Mount,  and  perhaps  others, 
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have  appointed  committees  to  engage  in  this  work  of  helping  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  ex-service  men  who  may  be  “down  but  never  out.” 

The  War  Orphans’  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Annie  Lee,  Monroe,  as  State  Chairman,  has  done  fine  work.  A  survey 
of  the  counties  of  the  State  has  been  made,  this  survey  ascertaining  the 
names  of  orphan  children,  service  record  of  the  father,  with  name,  employ¬ 
ment,  or  present  circumstances  of  the  mother,  and  other  facts  regarding  the 
children.  Most  important,  a  State  Fund  for  Child  Welfare  Work  has  been 
established,  and  deposited  with  the  Department  Treasurer  of  the  Auxiliary. 
A  substantial  contribution  has  been  made  to  the  Legion’s  National  Child 
Welfare  Work,  money  for  this  having  been  derived  from  a  percentage  of  the 
funds  realized  from  the  sale  of  poppies  on  Memorial  Day. 

All  War  Orphans  of  the  State  have  been  remembered,  whether  in  need  or 
not — the  unfortunate  ones  receiving  a  larger  share  of  gifts  and  attentions. 
Especially  active  in  this  work  have  been  the  Units  of  the  Hornets’  Nest  Post, 
Charlotte;  Melvin  Deese  Post,  Monroe;  Samuel  C.  Hart  Post,  Salisbury; 
Sandhills  Post,  Southern  Pines;  and  Hubert  M.  Smith' Post,  Hendersonville. 
Melvin  Deese  Unit  has  kept  up  its  Cradle  Roll,  and  has  made  the  first  and 
largest  contribution  of  any  organization  in  its  home  city  toward  the  estab¬ 
lishing  of  a  public  playground  for  all  the  children. 

The  important  committee  on  Rehabilitation,  of  which  Miss  Minnie  Gwalt- 
ney,  of  Hickory,  is  Department  Chairman,  states  that  the  sun  parlors  at 
Oteen,  having  been  completed  and  furnished  at  a  cost  of  three  thousand 
dollars,  have  been  turned  over  to  the  “Boys.”  This  has  been  the  outstand¬ 
ing  work  of  the  year  for  the  State  Department  of  the  Auxiliary,  under  the 
able  leadership  of  our  President,  Mrs.  Wilkes.  This  achievement,  together 
with  the  furnishing  of  a  North  Carolina  Room  in  the  Service  Club  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  are  accomplishments  of  which  the  Auxiliary  may  be  justly  proud. 
Our  energetic  and  devoted  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Magette,  worked 
unceasingly  to  obtain  the  furniture  and  other  lovely  things  which  have  been 
given  for  the  comfort  of  the  ex-service  men  at  Oteen.  The  “Lily  Burt 
Fund”  has  provided  necessities  for  those  not  drawing  compensation,  as  well 
as  many  particular  comforts  for  the  very  ill  and  dying.  The  calls  come 
constantly,  and  the  boys  have  learned  that  the  Auxiliary  is  anxious  to  really 
help  them,  though  from  lack  of  funds  it  is  sometimes  unable  to  be  as  gen¬ 
erous  as  it  should  like.  Therefore,  those  who  are  closely  identified  with  the 
work  at  Oteen  urge  every  Unit  to  do  something  more  for  the  sick  and 
suffering  in  the  coming  year. 

From  the  “Lily  Burt  Fund,”  the  Vocational  Training  School  at  Waynes- 
ville  has  received  enough  to  pay  a  Librarian  and  to  partly  furnish  the  Day 
Nursery. 

The  privilege  of  contributing  flowers,  victrolas,  birds,  clothing,  letters, 
cards,  and  many  dainties  which  have  added  to  the  happiness  and  the  comfort 
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of  the  men,  has  meant  much  to  everyone  who  has  had  a  part,  for  “to  give 
is  better  than  to  receive.” 

The  committee  on  Americanization,  “on  account  of  conditions  which 
could  not  be  avoided,”  has  not  been  able  to  carry  out  any  plans  in  this  work. 
If  individual  Units  have  done  anything  along  these  lines,  no  report  of  same 
has  been  made  to  Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews,  New  Bern,  Chairman. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legislation,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lex¬ 
ington,  reports  that  “innumerable  letters,  telegrams,  and  much  eloquence  that 
was  poured  upon  our  Representatives  in  Congress”  showed  a  large  majority 
of  Auxiliary  members  to  be  in  favor  of  and  working  for  the  Adjusted  Com¬ 
pensation  Bill,  which  was  carried  even  against  great  opposition  from  other 
parties,  for  it  is  always  the  earnest  hope  of  the  Auxiliary  that  the  ex-service 
men  may  receive  all  rewards  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Memorials,  Mrs.  Grant  Sheppard,  of 
Linwood,  reports  that  on  account  of  illness  she  has  been  unable  to  do  any 
work. 

I  have  received  splendid  reports  indicating  enthusiasm  and  telling  of  the 
fine  work  accomplished  by  many  Units.  The  Unit  of  Hornets’  Nest  Post, 
No.  9,  Charlotte,  Mrs.  J.  Reverdy  Miller,  Historian,  leads  in  the  number  of 
members,  and  has  accomplished  an  immense  amount  of  splendid  work.  It 
is  with  sincere  regret  that  the  death  of  Mrs.  J.  Lenoir  Chambers,  late  His¬ 
torian  of  the  Hornets’  Nest  Unit,  is  here  chronicled. 

The  Unit  of  Donnerson-Hawkins  Post,  No.  24,  New  Bern,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Brady,  Historian,  sends  an  enviable  account  of  the  year’s  accomplishments. 

Gastonia,  through  its  Historian,  Mrs.  Ernest  R.  Warren,  sends  a  concrete 
expression  of  the  many  fine  things  accomplished. 

Henderson  Unit,  with  Mrs.  R.  E.  Bryan  as  leader,  is  a  small  Unit,  but  has 
really  accomplished  an  unusual  amount  of  work,  and  should  be  encouraged. 

The  large  and  splendid  Unit  at  Greensboro,  Mrs.  McDaniel  Lewis,  His¬ 
torian,  has  a  fine  record  of  achievement. 

The  Unit  at  Hickory  has  made  no  report,  but  hopes  to  gather  the  ma¬ 
terial  for  same  in  the  near  future.  Mrs.  E.  N.  Carr  is  Historian  of  this  Unit. 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Courtney,  President  of  the  Unit  at  Lenoir,  made  a  request  for 
historical  questionnaires. 

The  Unit  at  Lumberton,  under  the  efficient  management  of  its  Historian, 
Mrs.  Fred  H.  Townsend,  sent  a  creditable  report. 

McDowell  Unit,  Marion,  through  its  active  and  energetic  President,  Mrs. 
Homer  Beaman,  sent  a  concise  report,  showing  enthusiasm  and  accomplish¬ 
ment. 

Melvin  Deese  Unit,  Monroe,  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  President,  and  Mrs.  Oscar 
Porter,  Historian,  reported  twenty-five  new  members,  and  a  large  amount 
of  fine  work  throughout  the  year. 
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Report  of  Pitt  County  Unit,  No.  39,  Greenville,  Mrs.  Charles  O’H.  Laugh- 
inghouse,  President,  expressed  enthusiasm  and  fine  work. 

Coleman-Pitt  Unit,  No.  58,  Rocky  Mount,  through  its  Historian,  Mrs.  J. 
A.  Higgins,  sent  an  extremely  interesting  account  of  its  varied  activities. 

Due  to  the  resignation  of  its  Historian,  Unit  No.  134,  Southern  Pines, 
failed  to  send  a  report. 

The  Unit  of  Wilmington  Post,  No.  10,  Wilmington,  through  Mrs.  Frank 
R.  Schell,  Historian  pro  tem.,  sent  a  splendid  account  of  its  generous  dona¬ 
tions  and  other  fine  accomplishments. 

The  Unit  of  Clyde  Bolling  Post,  No.  55,  Winston-Salem,  reported  sixteen 
new  members  and  148  renewals.  This  Unit  is  one  of  the  most  outstanding 
in  the  State,  both  in  point  of  membership  and  in  all  other  accomplishments. 
The  sale  of  poppies  in  that  city  amounted  to  $1,025.00. 

Beaufort  County  Unit,  Washington,  sent  a  fine  report  for  its  relatively 
small  membership.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  increase  its  number  in  the 
very  near  future.  Miss  Rebecca  Simmons  is  Historian. 

It  is  regretted  that  all  of  the  Units  did  not  send  in  a  record  of  their  year’s 
work,  in  order  that  it  might  be  placed  on  file  with  those  of  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  Units.  I  earnestly  hope  that  every  Unit  not  mentioned  here  will 
send  their  report  for  1924  to  my  successor,  in  order  that  the  Auxiliary  in 
North  Carolina  may  not  in  its  record  omit  the  fine  accomplishments  of  the 
splendid  women  who  -make  up  the  membership  of  the  Auxiliary. 

In  the  year’s  work,  I  have  written  more  than  a  hundred  letters,  have  sent 
out  seven  hundred  and  fifty  questionnaires  for  historical  information,  and 
have  placed  on  file  one  hundred  nine  returned  questionnaires.  The  impor¬ 
tance  of  filling  out  these  historical  blanks  is  not  realized  by  the  member¬ 
ship,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  my  successor  will  be  able  to  accomplish  a 
one  hundred  per  cent,  record  in  this  line.  It  was  suggested  by  the  former 
Historian,  Mrs.  Louis  F.  Owen,  that  these  records  be  either  published  in 
book  form  or  placed  in  the  keeping  of  the  State  Historical  Society;  both 
being  excellent  ideas,  I  hope  that  they  may  be  adopted. 

The  records  of  the  office,  as  received  from  the  former  Historian,  are  in 
shape  to  be  sent  immediately  to  my  successor  in  this  interesting  and  delight¬ 
ful  work.  I  close  my  year’s  work  as  Historian  with  cordial  good  wishes  to 
each  and  every  member  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  hope  that 
this  splendid  organization  will  ever  press  onward  and  upward  in  its  en¬ 
deavors. 

Miss  Rodman’s  report  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Mrs.  Wilkes  made  the  request  that  every  Unit  make  the  re¬ 
ports  requested* of  them,  as  well  as  do  the  work;  to  do  this  for  the 
credit  of  the  State. 
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The  report  of  the  Legislative  Chairman,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  was 
read  by  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  Mrs.  Lowe  not  being  present.  The 
report  is  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  LEGISLATIVE  CHAIRMAN 

The  North  Carolina  Legislative  Department  of  the  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary  is  in  its  second  year  of  development. 

The  first  year  was  well  taken  up  with  the  birth  announcement  and  the 
establishing  of  her  identity  among  the  family  units.  Like  the  normal  child, 
this  year  she  has  learned  to  stand,  walk,  and  talk. 

The  big  stand  and  talk  of  the  year  was  for  the  Adjusted  Compensation 
Bill.  An  approximate  number  of  three  hundred  letters  were  written  by  the 
North  Carolina  Legislative  Department  in  the  interest  of  this  Bill. 

The  four  major  legislative  propositions,  advocated  by  the  Legion,  in  the 
order  as  requested,  were  passed  on  to  the  Units.  In  answer,  several  local 
Legislative  chairmen  and  Presidents  reported  that  the  messages  were  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  very  next  meeting,  and  favorably  acted  upon.  Rocky  Mount 
and  Salisbury  are  twins  of  promptness  in  complying  with  this  Department’s 
requests. 

Deserving  mention  in  this  list  are  Charlotte,  Winston-Salem,  Scotland 
Neck,  New  Bern,  Greensboro,  Spring  Hope,  Concord,  Washington,  Belmont, 
Monroe,  Marion,  and  Lexington. 

Senator  Simmons  was  evidently  conscious  of  Salisbury’s  intense  interest, 
when  he  wired  her  Legislative  chairman  the  passage  of  the  Bonus  Bill  even 
before  press  accounts  were  given. 

Your  Chairman’s  plea  to  the  women  of  the  State  is  to  concentrate  upon 
your  legislative  program.  Your  Unit’s  gifts  to  the  boys  carry  all  the  cheer 
of  personal  attention,  and  are  necessary,  as  man  cannot  live  by  bread  alone, 
but  the  care  of  the  dying  and  the  rehabilitation  of  our  disabled  boys  must 
come  through  legislative  measures.  Are  we  lukewarm?  Do  our  candidates 
for  Legislature,  before  we  give  them  our  vote,  know  that  we  expect  them  to 
stand  by  the  ex-service  men? 

Since  the  franchise  of  women,  the  responsibility  is  as  much  ours  as  it  is 
our  husbands’  and  brothers’.  The  sin  of  omission  can  call  down  upon  us  the 
accusation,  “I  was  an  hungered  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat:  thirsty  and  ye 
gave  me  no  drink.” 

So,  as  Dr.  Barrett  said  at  San  Francisco,  “Let’s  stand  back  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  in  its  legislative  endeavors,  with  the  same  unselfish  sacrifices  that 
permeated  every  thought  for  our  men  and  our  Country  in  the  tragic  days 
of  ’17  and  T8.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  JOHN  T.  LOWE 

Upon  motion,  the  report  was  accepted. 
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Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews  being  absent,  the  report  of  the  Ameri¬ 
canization  Chairman  was  read  by  the  Secretary  and  was  as  fol¬ 
lows: 


REPORT  OF  AMERICANIZATION  CHAIRMAN 
MRS.  GERTIE  MATTHEWS 

Your  Chairman  of  Americanization  reports  as  follows: 

Fifteen  Units  report  having  assisted  in  promoting  the  proper  observance 
of  one  or  more  of  the  following  patriotic  holidays:  Memorial  Day  (May  30), 
Flag  Day  (June  14),  Independence  Day  (July  4),  Armistice  Day  (November 
11),  and  Washington’s  Birthday  (February  22). 

Two  Units  report  having  assisted  in  organizing  Citizenship  Clubs. 

Three  Units  have  assisted  in  teaching  classes  in  Americanization. 

Eight  Units  report  assistance  having  been  given  in  organizing  Boy  Scouts, 
Girl  Scouts,  and  Campfire  Girls. 

As  only  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  North  Carolina  is 
foreign,  most  Units  report  that  there  is  no  great  need  in  their  communities 
for  conducting  schools  for  foreigners  and  ex-service  men. 

Several  Units  report  having  presented  United  States  Flags  to  local  schools, 
having  demonstrated  the  proper  Flag-raising  ceremony,  having  conducted  an 
essay  contest  for  High  School  pupils  on  the  subject  “Americanism,”  the  prizes 
for  which  were  provided  by  the  Units,  having  assisted  the  Legion  in  the 
observation  of  Education  Week  in  the  city  and  county  schools,  and  in  spon¬ 
soring  patriotic  lectures. 

An  explanation  of  the  Proper  Salute  to  the  Flag  for  a  woman  has  been 
published  in  the  leading  papers  of  the  State.  This  method  of  salute  was 
officially  adopted,  through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  R.  C.  Cantwell,  Jr.,  of  Wil¬ 
mington,  at  the  National  Convention,  held  in  New  Orleans,  in  1922. 

“Our  Dual  Government,”  by  Dr.  E.  C.  Brooks,  has  been  adopted  by  the 
State  Board  of  Education  for  use  in  all  the  public  schools  of  the  State  as  a 
textbook  in  the  study  course  in  Americanism.  “North  Carolina  in  the  World 
War,”  by  Walter  Clark,  Jr.,  is  also  to  be  placed  in  the  study  course  in  all 
schools  of  the  State. 

The  report  was,  upon  motion,  accepted. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Chairman  of  Publicity,  read  her  re¬ 
port,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  DEPARTMENT  PUBLICITY  CHAIRMAN 
MRS.  REVERDY  J.  MILLER 

Since  my  activities  have  covered  less  than  six  months  of  the  year,  naturally 
the  results  are  not  what  they  would  have  been  if  the  work  had  begun  in 
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September  instead  of  the  latter  part  of  March.  However,  much  informa¬ 
tion  has  been  sent  to  National  Headquarters,  and,  co-operating  with  Na¬ 
tional,  all  articles  sent  out  by  the  National  Publicity  Chairman  have  been 
published  in  the  State  papers. 

The  different  phases  of  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary  have  been  sent  to  va¬ 
rious  newspapers  throughout  the  State,  and  the  State  press  has  co-operated 
splendidly  by  publishing  all  news  sent  them.  Many  Units  have  had  accounts 
of  their  activities  published  in  their  local  papers,  and  also  in  “The  Oteen 
Echo.” 

Reports  of  Department  Officers  have  been  published  whenever  they  were 
sent  in.  Our  Organization  is  not  standing  still.  It  is  moving  steadily  for¬ 
ward,  and  much  of  the  progress  of  any  organization  is  due  to  the  publicity 
which  it  receives.  The  publicity  is  based  on  what  the  organization  has 
earned.  On  this  basis,  then,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  deserves  much 
publicity.  Today  there  is  no  other  patriotic  organization — with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  War  Mothers,  and  our  interests  are  one — which  does  as  much 
for  our  disabled  veterans  as  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  The  press  is 
fair,  and  is  glad  to  publish  what  we  are  doing.  Each  Unit  should  have  a 
representative,  either  a  publicity  chairman  or  the  secretary,  who  will  keep 
the  Auxiliary  before  the  public,  and  report  all  of  the  Unit  activities  regularly 
and  promptly  in  the  local  newspapers. 

The  success  of  the  work  of  the  State  Publicity  Chairman  depends  upon 
the  Units  as  a  whole.  The  activities  should  be  reported  regularly  to  her. 
An  easy  way  to  do  this  is  to  report  your  activities  in  your  local  papers,  and 
then  send  a  copy  of  those  papers  to  your  State  Chairman.  The  chairmen 
of  all  branches  of  the  Department  should  use  the  publicity  branch  to  further 
the  general  interests  of  the  Auxiliary.  No  State  Publicity  Chairman  can  do 
effective  work  without  the  co-operation  of  the  chairmen  of  other  branches 
of  work  in  the  Department,  as  well  as  the  Publicity  chairmen  of  the  local 
Units. 

Business  men  realize  the  value  of  publicity  as  a  modern  method  of  pro¬ 
moting  business.  We  should  realize  its  value  in  creating  a  public  interest 
in  our  Organization.  We  use  the  press  as  the  organ  for  most  effectively 
reaching  the  greatest  number  of  people.  This  service  is  at  our  command, 
and  if  we  fail  to  use  it  the  loss  is  ours.  Publicity  is  information,  informa¬ 
tion  is  knowledge,  and  knowledge  is  power.  We  must  learn  to  make  intelli¬ 
gent  use  of  publicity. 

The  report  was,  upon  motion,  accepted. 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Whitman,  chairman  of  the  Entertainment  Com¬ 
mittee,  invited  the  Convention  to  a  reception  to  be  given  by  the 
Asheville  Unit  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  O.  C.  Hamilton.  The  De- 
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partment  officers  were  asked  to  be  at  Mrs.  Hamilton’s  promptly 
at  4.30,  that  they  might  be  in  the  receiving  line. 

The  report  of  the  Prison  Work  Committee  was  given  by  Mrs. 
D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin,  Chairman,  and  is  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  THE  PRISON  COMMITTEE 

Madame  President,  and  members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

As  you  know,  the  prison  work  is  the  infant  child  of  our  Auxiliary,  but  it 
is  a  child  that  is  growing  and  developing  rapidly. 

In  May,  1923,  I  brought  before  the  Raleigh  Unit  the  necessity  of  re¬ 
membering  our  boys  that  had  the  misfortune  to  have  fallen  so  low  as  to 
have  been  sentenced  to  serve  in  prison.  In  October,  when  I  heard  that,  at 
the  National  Convention,  Dr.  Kate  Waller  Barrett  had  mentioned  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  such  work,  I  felt  encouraged  and  enterprising,  and  with  the  won¬ 
derful  co-operation  of  the  Raleigh  Unit,  I  managed  to  send,  at  very  small  ex¬ 
pense,  160  packages  to  the  State  prison.  The  names  were  given  to  me  by  Mr. 
George  Ross  Pou,  Superintendent  of  the  State  Prison,  and  I  wish  to  say  that 
without  his  help  and  co-operation  we  would  have  made  very  little  headway 
in  this  work.  Mr.  Pou  is  himself  a  veteran,  and  has  given  us  his  enthusias¬ 
tic  support. 

Then,  in  March,  our  President,  Mrs.  J.  Renwi«k  Wilkes,  did  me  the  honor 
to  ask  me  to  serve  as  State  Chairman  of  the  Department,  and  we  all  started 
to  work.  I  have  received  some  reports  that  are  the  greatest  comfort  to  one 
who  has  given  one’s  heart  to  the  work.  I  especially  want  to  acknowledge 
the  work  of  Charlotte  which,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mrs.  J.  K.  Slear,  has 
entered  in  its  task  most  thoroughly.  Mrs.  Slear  has  visited  personally  212 
men.  Winston-Salem,  with  Mrs.  Dallas  C.  Kirby  as  chairman,  gives  musi¬ 
cals  and  entertainments  every  Sunday;  Greensboro,  under  Mrs.  John  Rossell, 
has  thirty-eight  visits  recorded.  In  Raleigh,  as  we  had  an  advance  of  three 
months,  we  record  two  hundred  and  sixty  packages  sent  for  Armistice  Day 
and  July  4. 

I  especially  want  to  remind  you  of  the  spirit  with  which  we  must  under¬ 
take  the  work,  if  we  want  it  to  succeed.  As  Mrs.  Wilkes  said  most  charm¬ 
ingly,  we  want  to  bring  sunshine,  help  our  boys  to  see  their  mistakes  and 
amend  their  lives,  and  encourage  them  to  come  out  good  citizens  decided  to 
start  anew.  But  under  no  conditions  do  we  want  to  interfere  with  the 
course  of  justice,  make  any  investigations  or  criticisms  of  any  kind.  If  a 
case  comes  to  our  knowledge  which  seems  unusually  deserving,  we  will  turn 
it  over  to  the  Legion ;  they  know  their  men,  and  can  determine  those  who 
are  worthy  of  help. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  I  am  unable  to  give  you  a  complete  report  of  your 
good  work,  but  of  sixty-two  letters  that  I  sent  in  July,  I  did  not  receive 
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more  than  eighteen  answers,  so  I  can  only  base  the  following  figures  on  the 
data  I  have  received. 

Sixty-four  visits  have  been  made  to  prisons,  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
men  seen  and  three  hundred  and  twelve  packages  sent  for  Armistice  Day 
and  July  Fourth.  Three  families  in  need  have  received  help  and  encourage¬ 
ment. 

I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  a  splendid  start,  and  I  thank  each  and  every  one 
of  you  who  have  so  heartily  co-operated  with  me.  I  also  want  you  to  feel 
how  easy  and  smooth  our  task  has  been  made  for  us  by  superintendents, 
sheriffs,  and  jailors. 

Let  me  close  in  begging  you  to  remember  the  coming  Armistice  Day;  it 
is  one  of  our  biggest  celebrations,  and  very  close  to  my  heart,  as  it  is  sym¬ 
bolical  of  America  and  France  fighting  side  by  side  and  making  closer  the 
friendship  that  is  theirs  since  Washington  and  Lafayette.  Every  ex-service 
man  is  merry  on  that  day,  and  should  be  so.  Let  us  not  forget  that,  although 
they  are  not  among  us,  our  boys  in  prison  were  the  comrades  of  our  hus¬ 
bands,  our  fathers,  and  our  sons  on  the  great  Armistice  Day  of  1918. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  D.  B.  DESBRIERE-IRWIN 

The  President  stated  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  com¬ 
mittees  in  the  Department;  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
work  in  harmony  with  the  authorities  of  the  law,  otherwise  an¬ 
tagonism  would  be  created.  She  especially  commended  Mrs.  Ir¬ 
win’s  handling  of  this  work. 

The  report  was,  upon  motion,  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  read  by  the  Chair¬ 
man,  Mrs.  Oscar  Rand,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  for  the 
year  September,  1923,  to  September,  1924,  I  have  had  the  books  of  the  De¬ 
partment  Secretary  and  Treasurer  audited  by  the  Scott,  Charnley  Company, 
and  find  that  they  are  correct  and  in  a  balanced  condition. 

The  books  show  $8,598.60  to  have  been  handled  by  the  Treasurer,  while 
on  August  21,  1924,  there  was  a  balance  of  $1,699.57.  There  are  some  out¬ 
standing  bills  to  be  paid,  which  will  be  given  by  the  Treasurer  in  her  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  OSCAR  RAND,  Chairman 

Upon  motion,  the  report  was  accepted. 

Mrs.  Norfleet  made  announcement  of  the  Aloha  Breakfast,  to 
be  held  Tuesday  morning,  at  7.30  o’clock,  saying  that  at  that  time 
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she  would  explain  fully  the  meaning  of  Aloha.  Every  member 
expecting  to  attend  was  asked  to  give  her  name  to  the  Committee 
in  charge,  so  that  sufficient  reservations  might  be  made.  At  the 
breakfast,  there  will  be  discussion  as  to  the  advisability  of  organiz¬ 
ing  in  our  Department,  Mrs.  Norfleet  stated. 

Mrs.  Porteous,  former  President  of  the  Department  of  Louis¬ 
iana,  was  introduced  by  Mrs.  Wilkes,  and  made  a  brief  talk.  She 
told  of  some  of  the  work  that  has  been  accomplished  in  Louisiana, 
and  expressed  the  belief  that  the  problems  encountered  by  the 
Auxiliary  are  the  same  everywhere,  but  that  it  was  only  a  question 
of  time  until  there  would  be  a  well-organized,  smoothly  running 
machine.  She  stated  that  the  Louisiana  Department  was  most  ac¬ 
tive  in  prison  and  hospital  work. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  for  the  day. 


AFTERNOON 

At  three  p.  m.,  the  members  of  the  Conventions  drove  to  the 
United  States  Veterans’  Bureau  Hospital,  No.  60,  at  Oteen,  for  a 
visit  to  the  disabled  former  service  men. 

At  four-thirty  p.  m.,  the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  entertained  at  “Ardmion  House,”  the  home  of  Mrs.  O. 
C.  Hamilton,  on  Beaucatcher  Mountain. 

At  six  p.  m.,  the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Post  and  Unit  were  hosts  at 
a  banquet,  honoring  the  State  Officers  of  the  Legion  and  the  Aux¬ 
iliary,  given  on  the  Langren  Roof.  Following  the  banquet,  a 
dance  was  given  at  the  Langren  Hotel. 
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TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2,  1924 


MORNING  SESSION 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  on  Tuesday  morning,  Sep¬ 
tember  2,  with  Mrs.  James  Renwick  Wilkes,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

The  meeting  was  led  in  prayer  by  Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  Chap¬ 
lain. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  Monday  morning  were  read  by 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  the  Secretary,  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  is 
as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  CHILD  WELFARE  WORK 

Child  welfare  work  is  essentially  a  work  prompted  by  the  heart  and  car¬ 
ried  out  by  the  head  and  heart.  In  no  province  is  the  Auxiliary,  made  up 
as  it  is  of  women — the  wives,  mothers,  sisters,  and  daughters  of  men  who 
fought  and  even  gave  their  lives  for  us — more  fitted  to  be  of  service.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  year,  no  opportunity  has  been  allowed  to  go  unheeded,  but  rather 
the  entire  membership,  as  well  as  the  Child  Welfare  chairman  of  each  local 
Unit,  has  been  on  the  alert  to  care  for  its  children. 

1.  A  survey  of  each  county  in  the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  and 
recording  the  orphan  children  of  men  who  gave  their  lives  in  the  World 
War  or  have  since  died,  has  been  made.  In  this  record,  the  name  and 
service  record  of  the  father,  name,  employment,  or  present  circumstances  of 
the  mother,  with  the  name,  age,  and  educational  advantages  of  the  child, 
have  been  ascertained.  These  records  have  been  filed  with  the  secretary  of 
the  respective  Units  by  the  local  Child  Welfare  chairman,  and  in  part  col-, 
lected  into  a  State  record  by  the  State  Chairman. 

2.  A  State  fund  for  Child  Welfare  work  has  been  established,  and  is  now 
deposited  with  the  State  Treasurer.  This  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the 
most  important  steps  ever  taken  by  the  Auxiliary,  for,  with  ever  increasing 
numbers  and  needs,  the  war  orphans  of  the  State  will  claim  our  loving  and 
sympathetic  attention. 
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3.  Substantial  contributions  have  been  made  to  the  work  of  the  Legion’s 
National  Child  Welfare  Committee,  a  percentage  of  the  funds  derived  from 
the  sale  of  poppies  on  Memorial  Day  having  been  used  for  this  purpose. 

4.  The  war  orphans  of  the  State,  whether  in  need  or  not,  were  remem¬ 
bered  at  Christmas  by  the  local  Units.  Toys,  candy,  fruit,  articles  of  cloth¬ 
ing,  or  other  small  gifts,  expressing  the  Auxiliary’s  love,  and  showing  that 
the  sacrifices  of  their  fathers  is  not  forgotten,  were  sent  them  at  this  time. 
•Hornets’  Nest  Unit’s  method  of  bringing  joy  to  its  children  was  to  send  a 
box  of  nourishing  candy  to  each  of  them.  One  little  boy  said  that  he  liked 
his  “Auxiliary  candy”  better  than  anything  he  had  for  Christmas.  At  many 
other  times,  as  at  Easter,  when  Melvin  Deese  Unit,  of  Monroe,  sent  Easter 
eggs  and  toys  to  its  orphans,  the  children  have  been  remembered. 

5.  In  every  particular  case  of  need  which  has  come  to  its  attention,  the 
Child  Welfare  Committee  has  been  able  to  give  aid.  Some  typical  instances 
are  the  following: 

(A)  Samuel  C.  Hart  Unit,  Salisbury,  provided  nursing  and  medical  care 
for  two  orphans,  very  ill  of  pneumonia,  and  thereby  actually  saved  their 
lives. 

The  same  Unit  contributed  toward  the  care  of  a  mother  and  small  child 
while  the  father  was  in  prison  and  the  mother  too  frail  to  work. 

Again  it  assisted  a  mother  in  buying  a  sewing  machine,  so  that  she  was 
able  to  support  herself  and  family  while  her  husband  was  taking  vocational 
training. 

(B)  Sandhills  Unit,  Southern  Pines,  has  contributed  monthly  toward  the 
support  of  a  mother  and  three  small  children,  among  them  being  a  small 
baby,  the  father  having  contracted  tuberculosis.  This  Unit  has  given  the 
mother  a  certain  amount  of  money,  but  expressed  their  willingness  and  de¬ 
sire  to  do  more  if  needed. 

(C)  Hubert  M.  Smith  Unit,  Hendersonville,  is  practically  caring  for  the 
family  of  an  ex-Service  man,  giving  a  splendid  monthly  allowance. 

(D)  Hornets’  Nest  Unit,  Charlotte,  equipped  the  nursery  and  playground 
of  the  recreational  house  at  the  Vocational  School  at  Waynesville. 

This  Unit  has  constituted  itself  godmother  to  a  baby  born  after  its 
father’s  death,  and  in  various  ways  has  remembered  it. 

(E)  The  cradle  roll  of  Melvin  Deese  Unit,  Monroe,  gave  an  Easter 
Egg  Hunt,  and  in  this  way  the  babies  even  did  their  bit  in  the  Auxiliary’s 
program. 

Every  Unit  has  done  something,  perhaps  not  in  so  large  a  way,  but  only 
because  the  need  has  been  small,  or  the  opportunity  for  spectacular  service 
has  not  arisen. 

6.  The  Child  Welfare  Chairman  has  co-operated  in  every  way  with  the 
Chairman  of  Prison  Relief  Work.  Working  from  both  angles,  worthy  fami¬ 
lies  which  otherwise  would  have  suffered  have  been  given  aid. 
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7.  The  Child  Welfare  Chairman  has  co-operated  with  Mrs.  Gabe  H. 
Croom,  Tenth  District  Committeewoman,  to  whom  all  credit  is  due,  in 
an  effort  to  devise  plans  and  ways  and  means  for  the  establishment  of  a 
recreational  house  for  the  families  of  men  at  Oteen.  Surely  these  efforts 
must  result  in  the  realization  of  these  hopes  at  an  early  date. 

8.  While  Child  Welfare  work  of  the  Auxiliary  has  as  its  chief  concern 
the  children  of  ex-Service  men,  it  has  given  heed  to  the  cry  of  little  children 
wherever  the  need  has  arisen.  Throughout  the  State,  much  distress  has 
been  relieved,  and  countless  hearts  lightened  where  the  burden  of  distress 
has  seemed  too  great  before.  Melvin  Deese  Unit’s  work  is  a  typical  ex¬ 
ample.  The  tiny  baby  of  worthy  but  repeatedly  unfortunate  parents  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  sympathy  of  the  Auxiliary.  A  complete  wardrobe  for  the 
baby,  clothing  for  the  parents,  house  furnishings,  bedding,  cooking  utensils — 
all  provided  by*  the  Auxiliary — have  put  this  family  in  the  class  of  self- 
supporting,  self-respecting  citizens. 

.  Melvin  Deese  Unit,  too,  believes  in  investing  in  the  childhood  of  its  own 
city,  and  made  the  first  and  largest  contribution  of  any  organization  of  the 
city  toward  the  establishment  of  a  public  ground. 

The  report  was  accepted  with  thanks,  the  President  stating  that 
this  was  a  splendid  report,  and  that  the  efforts  of  the  Auxiliary 
would  be  worth  while  if  no  other  objectives  had  been  accom¬ 
plished.  She  then  introduced  Mrs.  Redwood,  of  Asheville,  who 
spoke  on  the  work  of  the  Asheville  Chapter  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  at  Oteen.  Mrs.  Redwood  said: 

After  the  war,  the  Asheville  Chapter  was  dealing  almost  entirely  with  ex¬ 
soldiers  and  with  the  men  in  the  hospital  at  Oteen.  There  was  no  secretary 
to  go  among  them,  and  we  could  only  do  for  them  by  making  loans;  and 
in  most  cases  it  was  not  money  they  needed,  but  help  in  many  other  ways. 
We  asked  the  American  Red  Cross,  through  its  Southern  Headquarters,  lo¬ 
cated  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  make  a  survey  of  these  families,  in  response  to 
which  appeal  a  secretary  was  sent,  with  the  result  that  the  Asheville  Chapter 
was  asked  to  take  over  this  work,  and  employ  a  social  service  secretary. 
This  we  were  glad  to  do.  We  were  able  to  secure  the  services  of  Miss 
Helen  Taylor,  whose  training  in  child  welfare  work  had  been  the  very  best. 
In  addition  to  practical  work,  she  had  had  special  experience  in  a  New  York 
child  welfare  organization  and  children’s  clinic. 

We  have  two  hundred  families  within  a  radius  of  a  little  over  a  mile  of 
Oteen.  These  families  live  in  little  cabins  and  houses  back  of  the  Reserva¬ 
tion,  in  some  cases  close  to  the  wards.  The  housing  problem  is  difficult. 
In  most  cases  there  are  two  rooms  and  perhaps  a  porch.  Only  about  half 
of  the  houses  have  water.  Most  of  them  use  septic  tanks,  and  the  women 
are  working  under  trying  conditions.  Patients  at  the  hospital  often  leave 
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the  hospital  rather  than  have  their  wives  and  children  live  in  such  fashion. 
There  is  no  church  anywhere  near — the  closest  one  is  three  miles  away;»and 
it  is  almost  impossible  for  these  women  to  trudge  three  miles  to  church. 
Although  there  are  no  doctors  except  the  ones  attached  to  the  hospital  staff, 
who  do  not  practice  off  the  Reservation,  they  are  very  good  about  helping 
the  wives  of  patients  who  come  to  them  for  aid. 

The  average  age  of  the  children  is  two  or  three  years.  There  are  six  or 
eight  new  babies.  Since  no  child  is  allowed  on  the  Reservation,  the  mothers, 
faced  with  the  necessity  of  caring  for  their  children,  cannot  visit  their  hus¬ 
bands  in  the  hospital.  The  result  is  that  a  man  often  visits  his  family 
against  the  advice  of  his  physicians  Children  can  be  brought  into  Ashe¬ 
ville  to  the  children’s  clinic,  and  through  the  Red  Cross  may  be  placed  in 
the  Asheville  Mission  Hospital  free  of  charge.  They  can  have  the  service 
of  the  best  which  Asheville  affords. 

There  is  a  tremendous  need  around  the  hospital  for  some  center  for  the 
women,  where  they  can  leave  their  children  for  a  few  hours  and  visit  their 
sick  husbands,  or  where  they  can  take  their  children  and  have  some  little 
social  intercourse.  They  are  so  tied  down  by  the  little  children  that  they 
don’t  know  each  other.  We  have  tried  to  have  little  teas,  but  the  children 
can’t  go,  and  therefore  most  of  the  women  had  to  stay  at  home. 

I  hope  someone  will  take  up  this  work  and  provide  a  place  to  be  open  a 
few  hours  a  day,  and  establish  a  children’s  clinic.  Asheville  children’s  spe¬ 
cialists  would  be  glad  to  give  their  time,  and  perhaps  even  the  doctors  at 
Oteen  would  be  able  to  assist  in  some  manner.  They  should  have  religious 
services,  and  lectures  on  hygiene.  We  ask  you  to  consider  this  work.  I 
believe  you  would  find  it  very  worth  while. 

The  President  thanked  Mrs.  Redwood  for  her  remarks  on  this 
subject. 

The  Secretary  read  greetings  as  follows: 

Scotland  Neck,  N.  C.,  September  1,  1924 
Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  State  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Ashe¬ 
ville,  N.  C.: 

Loving  wishes  for  convention.  Heartbroken  not  to  be  there. 

REBE  SHIELDS,  Roanoke  Post  Auxiliary 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  1,  1924 

Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  care  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Convention,  Ashe¬ 
ville,  N.  C.: 

National  Headquarters  extends  greetings,  and  best  wishes  for  successful 
and  inspirational  meeting. 

BESS  B.  WETHERHOLT,  National  Secretary 
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Hendersonville,  N.  C.,  September  2,  1024 
Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  State  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Bat¬ 
tery  Park  Hotel,  Asheville,  N.  C.: 

Greetings  from  our  Auxiliary.  I  regret  sickness  prevents  my  attandance 
and  our  representation.  Success  to  the  convention. 

MRS.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS 

President  Hendersonville  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Wilkes,  the  President,  read  a  letter  from  Miss  Bess  B. 
Wetherholt,  National  Secretary  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  ad¬ 
vising  her  of  the  appointment  of  Mrs.  Walter  G.  Craven,  of  Char¬ 
lotte,  as  the  official  Page  to  represent  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina  at  the  National  Convention  to  be  held  this  year  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn. 

The  President  introduced  Mr . ,  who  spoke 

'to  the  Auxiliary  on  Near-East  Relief.  He  stated  that  he  had 
recently  been  appointed  State  Director  of  this  work,  and  that  he 
had  recently  made  a  tour  of  forty  counties  of  the  State,  and  had 
found  some  diminution  of  interest,  due  to  the  fact  that  informa¬ 
tion  had  not  been  forthcoming,  which  trouble  would  be  remedied. 
He  stated  that  on  the  morning  previous  he  had  offered,  and  the 
American  Legion  had  adopted,  a  resolution  endorsing  and  pledg¬ 
ing  such  proper  support  as  may  be  given  by  the  Legion,  and  he 
desired  to  offer  the  same  resolution  to  the  Auxiliary,  and  for  that 
purpose  had  presented  the  same  to  the  Resolutions  Committee. 

Mr .  said  that  conditions  are  now  better 

in  the  Near-East,  and  that  at  present  there  are  43,000  children 
under  the  care  of  the  Near-East  Relief;  that  there  are  seventeen 
countries  having  organizations,  but  that  ours  is  the  only  country 
with  financial  power  to  render  assistance.  Further,  he  said  that 
the  Near-East  Relief  is  the  most  economically  administered  of 
any  organization,  with  an  overhead  expense  of  less  than  seven  per 
cent. 

He  then  presented  his  resolution,  as  follows: 

RESOLVED,  that  the  Fourth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  in  session  at  Asheville,  September 
1  and  2,  1024,  with  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  great  needs  of  the 
orphan  children  of  the  countries  of  the  Near  East,  whose  people,  with  true 
Christian  fortitude,  freely  gave  their  lives  during  the  Great  War  in  order 
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that  the  lives  of  our  children  might  be  preserved,  hereby  endorses  the  work 
of  the  Near-East  Relief  as  an  organization,  and  pledges  itself  to  set  forward 
the  work  incidental  to  the  support  of  these  children  until  the  task  made 
necessary  by  their  parents’  sacrifice  is  completed. 

The  resolution  was  tabled. 

The  President  announced  that  the  next  on  the  program  was 
the  report  of  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Chairman  of  the  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Committee.  Miss  Gwaltney  was  not  present,  but  her  re¬ 
port  was  read  by  Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  who,  before  reading  the 
report,  told  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  of  the  love  and  esteem 
in  which  Miss  Gwaltney  is  held  by  the  patients  at  Oteen: 

REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  REHABILITATION 

Before  making  my  report  to  the  Convention,  I  wish  to  thank  our  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Wilkes,  and  our  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Magette,  for  their 
patient  and  unfailing  assistance,  so  graciously  given  to  one  unfamiliar  with 
the  routine  work  of  office.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  Units  who  so  nobly  responded  to  the  calls  made  upon  them  month  by 
month.  It  is  unfortunate  that  so  many  of  the  Units  fail  to  realize  the  im¬ 
portance  of  sending  in  a  report  each  month  to  the  Chairman,  thereby  failing 
to  get  proper  recognition. 

m\w 

Christmas 

At  Christmas,  the  thirty-five  wards  at  Oteen  were  beautifully  remembered 
by  Units  all  over  the  State,  even  the  “dead”  Units  sending  boxes.  Ward 
and  tree  decorations,  individual  packages  stockings,  games,  toys,  victrolas, 
records,  and  everything  that  goes  to  make  the  holiday  season  a  festive  one 
were  provided — Snow  Hill,  Henderson,  Fayetteville,  and  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  even  remembering  the  North  Carolina  boys  in  hospitals  out  of  the 
State,  with  cards  and  individual  gifts. 

This  was  my  fifth  Christmas  at  Oteen,  and  I  have  never  seen  so  many 
gifts,  nor  such  appropriate  ones,  as  were  sent  last  year.  The  boys  enjoyed 
their  parties  and  suppers,  and  some  of  them  were  lovely  ones — some  of  the 
Units  remembering  their  wards  every  month,  others  only  three  or  four  times 
a  year. 

Window  Boxes  and  Flower  Gardens 

I  can  remember  the  time  when  there  was  only  one  ward  flower  garden  at 
Oteen.  This  year  there  are  many,  and  the  plants  and  seeds  were  provided 
for  the  most  part  by  the  Units.  I  cannot  go  into  further  detail,  but  each 
Unit  has  been  asked  to  “speak  for  himself,”  as  I  know  only  in  a  general 
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way  what  has  been  done.  You  will  find  the  reports  of  the  Units  on  the 
bulletin  boards,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  set  inspiration  and  many  sugges¬ 
tions  by  carefully  going  over  them. 

Special  Things  Done  for  the  Wards 

Rocky  Mount  sent  to  each  boy  in  her  ward  $3.00;  at  Christmas  $5.00; 
and  at  Easter  $60.00  to  the  ward,  so  that  all  might  attend  the  Easter  ball 
■  game. 

Winston-Salem  sent  forty-two  pairs  of  all-wool  blankets  in  separate  pack¬ 
ages,  each  package  addressed  to  the  boy  receiving  it. 

Charlotte  gave  furnishings  for  the  day  nursery,  and  the  salary  of  the  li¬ 
brarian  at  Waynesville. 

Kinston’s  gift  at  Easter-time  was  a  crate  of  strawberries. 

Monroe,  individual  coffee-pots  for  the  boys’  trays. 

Weldon  and  Warrenton,  the  loveliest  party  put  on  in  any  ward  during 
the  year,  at  St.  Valentine’s. 

Scotland  Neck  had  a  sewing  party,  and  made  curtains  and  draperies  for 
a  sun  parlor. 

High  Point,  card  tables  and  games. 

Raleigh,  twenty-six  pongee  bathrobes. 

Wilson,  beaver  board  writing  pads  covered  with  cretonne,  and  laundry 
bags. 

Southern  Pines  started  a  ward  library. 

Statesville  gave  a  radio. 

Hickory  provided  fried  chicken  suppers,  and  at  Christmas  time  sent  each 
boy  the  gift  he  asked  for. 

Salisbury  and  Lenoir  also  sent  especially  nice  gifts. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  establish  a  Gold  Chevron  Shop,  but  so  far  we 
have  not  found  a  Unit  willing  to  sponsor  it,  though  Mrs.  Polston,  of  South¬ 
ern  Pines,  has  sold  several  articles  for  the  boys. 

The  Furnishing  of  the  Sun-Parlors 

Early  in  the  year,  the  boys  on  the  A  and  B  wards  began  asking  if  someone 
could  not  furnish  their  sun-parlors,  so  that  they  might  have  a  “bit  of 
home,”  where  they  could  get  away  from  the  bareness  of  hospital  surround¬ 
ings.  As  soon  as  the  request  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Wilkes,  she  sent  out  a  call 
to  the  Units  asking  for  the  proceeds  of  the  poppy  sale.  The  Units,  with  few 
exceptions,  responded  generously,  some  of  them  giving  all  the  proceeds  from 
their  poppy  sale,  and  some  adding  even  more  to  it.  One  had  only  to  talk 
to  the  boys  on  the  A  and  B  wards  to  learn  just  how  eager  they  were  for 
that  one  homey  spot;  and  the  boys  on  the  other  wards  were  just  as  eager 
for  them  to  have  it.  These  two  wards  are  the  permanent  ones,  caring  for 
over  two  hundred  men,  most  of  whom  are  very  ill  bed  patients.  But  those 
who  are  able  are  allowed  to  leave  their  beds  for  awhile,  and  there  are 
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many  home-loving,  beauty-loving  lads  among  them  to  whom  these  furnished 
rooms  will  mean  more  than  we,  who  are  used  to  such  things,  can  imagine. 

One  of  the  six  sun-parlors  has  been  furnished  by  the  State  Department 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  another  by  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  of  Charlotte,  in 
honor  of  our  President,  Mrs.  Wilkes,  while  the  other  ' four  were  furnished 
by  the  Units  over  the  State.  On  July  23,  this  furniture  was  placed,  and 
presented  to  the  wards  by  Mrs.  Wilkes. 

While  the  furnishing  of  these  sun-parlors  would  seem  the  biggest  thing 
that  the  Auxiliary  has  done  this  year,  its  greatest  achievement  is  its  expres¬ 
sions  of  love  and  appreciation  day  by  day  and  month  by  month  to  the  boys 
who  sacrificed  so  much  for  us.  Rest  assured  that  these  boys  are  quick  to 
recognize  the  loving  thought  put  into  any  package,  however  small,  and  be 
ye  sure  that  the  loving  thought  is  there,  for  “the  gift  without  the  giver  is 
bare.” 

During  each  month,  your  Chairman  is  besieged  with  calls  for  help,  usually 
from  some  unfortunate  buddy,  and  requests  for  visits,  and  more  and  more 
the  boys  are  beginning  to  believe  that  the  women  are  sincere  and  ready  to 
fulfill  the  promises  made  them.  So  far,  the  Lily  Burt  Fund  has  provided 
for  the  requests  that  fill  my  daily  mail.  Each  one  is  attended  to  at  once. 

It  is  impossible  to  cover  all  of  the  ground  at  one  visit,  but  the  ones  who 
are  left  out  on  one  visit  are  the  first  ones  to  receive  attention  the  next  time. 
The  wards  of  very  ill  men  are  always  visited,  and  needs  supplied.  Often 
the  men  have  abnormal  cravings  toward  the  end,  and  it  is  only  a  part  of 

my  duty  and  privilege  to  find  them  out  and  supply  them.  They  tell  us  that 

the  visits  mean  more  to  them  than  anything  else,  as  they  cheer  them  and 

give  them  something  else  to  think  of ;  and  many  a  lad  finds  relief  in  talking 

his  problems  over  with  even  an  adopted  mother.  The  gameness  of  them  is 
enough  to  break  one’s  heart,  and  should  be  an  inspiration  to  us  to  do  our 
utmost.  Certainly  the  thanks  and  appreciation  we  receive  more  than  repay 
us. 

Specials 

The  Department  of  South  Carolina  sent  us  $60.00  for  the  sun-parlors. 
The  Department  of  Pennsylvania  has  been  very  appreciative  of  the  atten¬ 
tions  her  boys  have  received  from  North  Carolina  since  the  opening  of  the 
hospital  at  Oteen,  and  by  way  of  expressing  it,  one  sun-parlor  has  been  fur¬ 
nished,  48  pairs  of  pajamas  have  been  sent,  1  comfort,  1  Indian  blanket, 
$78.00  in  cash,  and  42  head  sets  for  the  radios. 

It  is  but  fair  that  some  public  recognition  be  given  the  fine  work  and  co¬ 
operation  of  Mrs.  Benjamin  Ludlow,  of  Philadelphia,  who  for  five  years  has 
contributed  through  your  Chairman  many  comforts,  unusual  things,  decora¬ 
tions,  draperies,  curtains,  not  only  for  the  wards,  but  also  many  lovely 
boxes  to  individuals,  these  amounting  to  hundreds  of  dollars. 
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Welfare  Work 

The  welfare  work  in  the  State  must  be  looked  after  by  the  Units.  With 
the  passing  of  the  Johnson  bill,  many  men  will  take  the  advantage  of  home 
treatment. 

While  the  men  may  be  able  to  live  on  their  compensations,  they  will  need 
friends,  and  a  few  attentions  such  as  were  showered  upon  them  as  they 
marched  away  to  battle.  Now  is  the  time  to  show  them  just  how  sincere 
we  were,  and  to  fulfill  the  promises  made  to  them  then.  Did  they  not  more 
than  fulfill  their  promises  to  us? 

“Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  he  lay  down  his  life  for  a 


friend.” 

Total  amount  contributed  by  Units  to  wards . $  13,937.17 

Amount  contributed  for  sun  parlors  .  3,732.64 

Amount  contributed  to  Lily  Burt  Fund .  920.97 

Amount  sent  by  individuals  .  250.00 

Amount  contributed  for  North  Carolina  Room  in  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  Service  Club  .  300.00 

Amount  contributed  to  National  Hospital  Fund  .  250.00 


Total  . $  19,390.78 


MINNIE  GWALTNEY 
Chairman  Rehabilitation 

Miss  Gwaltney ’s  report  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Mrs.  Magette  read  a  letter  from  General  Hines  to  Miss  Gwalt- 

* 

ney,  in  which  he  commended  her  work.  A  letter  from  Miss 
Gwaltney,  asking  that  a  certain  amount  of  money  be  contributed 
for  a  special  purpose,  was  received.  Mrs.  Norfleet  stated  that, 
in  her  opinion,  this  might  be  taken  out  of  the  Lily  Burt  Hospital 
Fund,  as  that  was  an  emergency  fund.  The  Secretary  stated  that 
this  fund  was  getting  low,  and  money  would  not  be  coming  in 
until  November.  Mrs.  Norfleet  made  a  motion  to  the  effect  that 
the  money  asked  for  be  taken  from  the  Lily  Burt  Hospital  Fund, 
and  this  motion  was  carried. 

The  Chair  recognized  Dr.  C.  E.  Lineberger,  who  brought  greet¬ 
ings  from  the  Legion.  Dr.  Lineberger  said  he  was  very  much  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  remarkable  report  of  Miss  Gwaltney,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  the  hope  that  it  would  be  published,  and  sent  to  every 
Legionnaire.  He  further  stated  that  the  Legion  much  appreciated 
the  efforts  and  help  of  the  Auxiliary. 
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Mrs.  Wilkes,  the  President,  said  that  Dr.  Helen  Hughes  Hiels- 
cher,  National  Chairman  of  Rehabilitation,  had  remarked  that 
Miss  Gwaltney’s  name  is  one  of  the  few  which  are  mentioned  in 
Auxiliary  circles  all  over  the  Country. 

Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin  asked  if  there  was  not  a  report  of  the 
Wilmington  work,  stating  that  they  had  not  missed  one  month 
sending  the  boys  at  Oteen  something;  that  they  had  given  vic- 
trolas,  but  that  they  had  been  handicapped,  although  they  were 
willing.  The  Secretary  stated  that  the  Wilmington  report  had 
been  received  just  before  she  came  to  Asheville. 

Mrs.  Norfleet  read  a  letter  from  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  First  De¬ 
partment  President,  in  which  she  requested  that  the  Lily  Burt 
Hospital  Fund,  named  in  her  honor,  be  re-named  to  conform  with 
the  name  given  the  National  Hospital  Fund.  A  motion  to  this 
effect  was  made,  and  carried  by  the  Convention. 

Mrs.  Wilkes  presented  to  the  Convention  Mrs.  Josephus  Dan¬ 
iels,  a  former  Department  Vice-President,  who  responded  by  say¬ 
ing  that  it  was  always  a  joy  to  be  with  the  Auxiliary,  and  assuring 
all  present  that  her  interest  was  with  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary 
in  all  of  their  efforts. 

The  report  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  was  given  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  distinction  between  Hospital  Work,  Welfare  Work,  and 
Prison  Work  in  North  Carolina  has  not  been  clearly  defined;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Fourth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  recommend  do  the  National  Or¬ 
ganization,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  that  a  National  Prison  Work  Chair¬ 
man  be  appointed,  and  that  Hospital  Work,  Welfare  Work,  and  Prison 
Work  constitute  distinct  departments. 

Whereas,  The  sale  of  the  Memorial  Poppy  has  been  used  as  a  means  of 
raising  money  by  organizations  other  than  the  American  Legion  and  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Fourth  Annual  Convention,  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  request  the  National  Organization, 
American  Legion,  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  reserve  the  full  right  of  the 
Poppy  sale  for  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  CHARLES  YOUNG,  Chairman 
MRS.  DALLAS  C.  KIRBY 
MRS.  KENT  GOLDY 
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These  resolutions  were  adopted  as  read. 

The  President  introduced  the  Chaplain  at  Oteen,  Father  Lob- 
dell,  who  thanked  the  Auxiliary  on  behalf  of  the  Oteen  patients 
for  the  many  splendid  things  its  members  have  done  for  the  com¬ 
fort  and  happiness  of  the  men.  He  spoke  of  the  sun  parlors,  so 
beautifully  furnished  by  the  Auxiliary,  saying  that  the  boys  as¬ 
semble  in  these  home-like  spots  every  evening.  Father  Lobdell 
said  that  during  the  four  years  he  had  been  at  Oteen  more  than 
7,500  boys  had  come  to  the  hospital,  and  that  it  had  always  been 
his  greatest  privilege  to  be  of  service  to  them. 

The  President  called  upon  Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette  for  her  report  as 
Membership  Chairman,  which  she  gave  as  follows: 

I  wrote  my  speech,  so  I  would  not  forget  it,  and  then  lost  the  speech. 
Last  April,  Mrs.  Wilkes  and  I  were  very  much  interested  in  our  membership, 
which  was  over  a  thousand  behind.  Mrs.  Wilkes  decided  that  we  had  to  do 
something.  I  knew  we  weren’t  going  to  fail,  but  I  didn’t  know  how  we 
were  going  to  get  there.  Mrs.  Wilkes  decided  to  put  on  a  membership 
contest,  and  present  a  cup  to  the  Unit  that  renewed  its  entire  membership 
and  enrolled  the  most  new  members.  I  thought  at  first  that  nobody  cared, 
because  we  didn’t  get  many,  but  the  last  two  months  the  memberships  have 
poured  in,  and  twenty-one  Units  renewed  their  entire  membership  and  got 
several  new  members.  I  wish  we  had  twenty-one  cups  to  presnt;  but  we 
haven’t.  At  the  close,  it  was  found  that  one  of  our  Units  had  renewed 
its  entire  membership  of  91  members,  and  had  enrolled  95  new  members. 
This  Unit  has  doubled  not  only  its  membership,  but  its  work  in  every  way. 
It  gave  $500  to  furnish  one  sun  parlor,  and  $200  to  the  Lily  Burt  fund,  is 
furnishing  a  nursery  at  the  Vocational  Training  School  at  Waynesville,  pays 
the  salary  of  a  librarian  there,  and  has  responded  promptly  and  generously 
to  every  call  that  has  been  made  this  year.  The  members  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  for  their  unselfish  work  and  the  time  given  to  it.  They  should 
be  proud  of  their  record,  and  everybody  should  go  home  with  an  inspiration. 
So,  at  the  close  of  the  contest,  August  5,  Charlotte,  while  not  the  largest 
town  in  the  State,  became  the  largest  Unit,  with  186  members;  and  it  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  present  this  cup  to  Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice,  the  Unit  Presi¬ 
dent,  to  crown  their  achievements  for  the  year. 

To  these  remarks  of  the  Secretary,  Mrs.  Justice  responded: 

I  have  no  speech  nor  language  to  convey  my  appreciation  of  this  recogni¬ 
tion  by  the  State  of  the  work  of  the  Charlotte  Unit.  As  some  of  us  know, 
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it  cost  much  to  win  this  most  coveted  prize.  It  wTas  “not  attained  by  sud¬ 
den  night,”  but  Charlotte,  while  her  companions  slept,  was  “toiling  upward 
in  the  night.”  But  do  not  understand  me  to  be  depreciating  the  work  of 
the  other  Units.  All  of  us  have  done  splendidly,  and  I  take  this  opportunity 
to  congratulate  ourselves.  We  have  done  well.  While  the  cup  goes  to 
Charlotte  this  year,  “They  that  run  in  a  race  run  all,  but  one  receiveth 
the  prize.” 

All  the  Units  throughout  the  State  have  not  only  increased  their  mem¬ 
bership  tremendously,  but  in  every  line  of  endeavor  notable  progress  has 
been  made.  Under  the  inspiring  leadership  of  the  State  President,  we  have 
got  new  vision;  and,  being  Tarheels,  we  are  going  to  stick  to  our  job  until  it 
is  done.  The  highest  aim  of  life  is  to  serve;  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but 
to  minister.  No  organization  with  this  for  its  purpose  can  fail  of  true  suc¬ 
cess. 

« 

I  want  to  express  the  profoundest  appreciation  of  the  work  of  my  mem¬ 
bership  committee,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  passing  on  this  cup  to  the 
membership  chairman,  Mrs.  Walter  G.  Craven.  We  more  than  doubled  our 
membership  this  year.  Our  membership  committee  was  divided  into  three 
groups,  with  a  captain  for  each.  There  was  a  friendly  rivalry,  and  the 
losing  teams  treated  the  winning  team.  I  will  ask  the  committee  to  stand 
up.  (Membership  committee  of  Charlotte  Unit  rises.)  Our  chairman  got 
thirty  members.  We  appreciate  the  recognition  of  our  work,  and  are  going 
to  keep  it  up. 

The  President  stated  that  the  Charlotte  Unit  had  done  splendid 
work,  and  had  given  her  every  co-operation;  that  she  could  go  to 
that  L^nit  and  say,  “We  have  to  have  so  and  so,”  and  they  would 
say,  “You  shall  have  it.” 

Mrs.  Gorham  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Auxiliary  to  hold  its 
Convention  next  year  in  Fayetteville,  and  was  told  that  the  Aux¬ 
iliary’s  meeting  place  was  determined  by  the  Legion,  and  that  if 
the  Legion  accepted  the  Fayetteville  invitation,  the  Auxiliary 
would  be  delighted  to  accept  also. 

Mrs.  Norfleet,  by  request,  read  and  explained  the  eligibility 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  after  which  she  gave  the  report  of  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS  COMMITTEE 

Your  Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee  begs  to  state  that  we  have 
carefully  gone  over  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  American  Legion 
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Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  and  that  we  have  no  amendments 
to  suggest  to  the  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  JAMES  K.  NORFLEET,  Chairman 

MISS  KATE  MAYS 

MRS.  WILEY  C.  RODMAN 

With  Mrs.  Magette  in  the  chair,  the  President,  Mrs.  James 
Renwick  Wilkes,  gave  her  report  for  the  year  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENT 
MRS.  JAMES  RENWICK  WILKES 

First  of  all,  I  wish  to  express  to  the  Units,  the  Department  Officers,  and 
also  to  Colonel  Rodman,  Mr.  Denny,  and  other  Legion  officials,  my  appre¬ 
ciation  of  their  co-operation  in  carrying  forward  the  work  during  the  past 
year.  The  Auxiliary  has  progressed  with  leaps  and  bounds,  and  this  could 
only  have  been  accomplished  by  the  teamwork  and  loyalty  which  has  been 
given  your  President. 

The  membership  has  increased  to  2078,  making  North  Carolina  one  of  the 
States  in  the  Union  to  exceed  her  1923  membership. 

To  Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  much  credit  must 
be  given.  Tonight  she  will  present  the  cup  which  was  offered  by  the  De¬ 
partment  to  the  Unit  making  the  greatest  gain  in  membership. 

A  new  branch  in  the  Department  work  was  formed  during  the  year — 
Prison  Work  for  ex-Service  men.  Mrs.  D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin,  of  Raleigh, 
the  capable  Chairman,  has  accomplished  wonders  in  organizing  during  this 
first  year.  The  aim  of  the  Auxiliary  has  been  to  show  these  ex-Service 
men  that  their  noble  deeds  are  remembered,  and  to  encourage  them  to  amend 
the  present  condition  of  their  lives. 

Sixty-four  visits  to  prisons  were  made,  two  hundred  sixty-eight  men  seen, 
and  three  hundred  twelve  packages  sent  for  Armistice  Day  and  July  Fourth. 
We  feel  sure  that  much  good  has  been  done  through  this  branch  of  work  of 
the  Department. 

The  War  Orphan  work  has  been  combined  with  Child  Welfare,  and  the 
Chairman,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  of  Monroe,  has  been  most  efficient. 

A  survey  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  recording  the  World  War  or¬ 
phans  was  made.  These  children  were  remembered  at  Christmas  and  Easter 
— one  little  fellow  saying  that  his  “Auxiliary  candy  was  best  of  all.” 

In  every  case  of  need  which  came  to  the  eyes  or  ears  of  the  Auxiliary, 
substantial  aid  was  rendered. 

A  nursery  and  recreational  center  was  equipped  at  the  Waynesville  Voca¬ 
tional  Training  School. 
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A  substantial  contribution  was  made  to  a  playground  in  one  of  our  cities. 

A  State  fund  for  Child  Welfare  has  been  established.  This  is  destined  to 
become  one  of  the  most  important  steps  ever  taken  by  the  Auxiliary. 

Substantial  contributions  were  made  to  the  Legion’s  National  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Work,  a  percentage  of  the  receipts  from  the  Poppy  sales  having  been 
used  for  this  purpose. 

The  Legislative  Committee,  with  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  of  Lexington,  Chair¬ 
man,  has  been  on  the  firing  line  all  year.  Over  three  hundred  letters  and 
messages  have  been  sent  to  the  “powers  that  be,”  and  we  all  know  the 
result. 

Americanism  programs  have  been  sponsored  by  the  Units.  The  Auxiliary 
has  emphasized  the  necessity  of  teaching  World  War  history  in  the  public 
schools  today,  and  has  urged  the  educational  forces  of  the  State  to  do  this. 

The  Rehabilitation,  or  Hospital  Welfare,  Committee  has  been  one  of  our 
busiest  committees.  The  faithful  and  devoted  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  of 
Hickory,  as  Auxiliary  representative,  has  visited  the  Hospital  at  Oteen  at 
least  once  a  month,  remaining  for  two  or  three  days  at  each  visit.  Keeping 
in  close  touch  with  the  work  of  the  Institution,  she  has  never  left  anything 
undone  which  would  contribute  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  our  boys. 

Oteen  is  the  largest  tubercular  hospital  in  the  world,  and  the  work  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Committee  there  is  tremendous.  Because  of  this  fact,  I  am 
urging  a  division  of  the  work  next  year,  with  one  chairman  in  charge  of 
hospital  work,  and  another  in  charge  of  other  welfare  work  throughout  the 
State.  With  the  passage  of  the  Johnson  Bill,  many  men,  no  longer  in  need 
of  hospital  care  but  greatly  in  need  of  friends,  will  undoubtedly  turn  to  us, 
and  so  welfare  work  will  be  an  outstanding  task  of  the  Auxiliary  for  the 
year  1925. 

Six  sun  parlors  for  the  comfort  of  the  patients  were  furnished  and  opened 
in  July.  This  may  seem  the  largest  work  accomplished,  but  from  the  re¬ 
ports  of  a  part  of  the  Units  we  realize  that  thousands  of  dollars  have  been 
spent  in  this  work.  The  daily  and  monthly  reminders,  carrying  with  them 
our  thought  and  love,  brighten  the  lives  of  these  “buddies”  far  beyond  any¬ 
thing  that  we  can  imagine. 

The  Service  Club  at  Washington  now  has  a  North  Carolina  Room,  where 
any  of  our  ex-Service  men  may  be  comfortable,  and  reminded  that  those  at 
home  have  not  forgotten. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Conventions  of  the  Auxiliary  for  1921, 
1922,  and  1923  were  published  in  book  form  and  issued  to  the  Units  during 
the  year.  This  book  will  prove  an  interesting  addition  to  any  library. 

The  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  has  had  a  strenuous 
year.  The  Department  work  has  kept  her  up  to  the  eyes,  but  despite  ill 
health  she  has  always  been  on  the  job.  I  feel  sure  that  I  voice  the  hopes 
of  the  entire  Auxiliary  membership  in  wishing  her  good  health  and  good 
luck  for  all  time. 
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I  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Oscar  Rand  for  her  labors  as  Finance  Chairman. 

Your  Historian,  Miss  Lida  T.  Rodman,  has  been  most  faithful. 

The  Chairman  of  Publicity,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  has  told  many  of 
the  good  deeds  of  the  Auxiliary  to  the  press.  I  voice  her  plea  that  you  let 
her  have  these  items  when  fresh,  as  the  public  is  interested  in  what  we  are 
doing. 

An  Emblem  Committee,  with  Mrs.  Walton  Browning,  of  Chapel  Hill,  at 
its  head,  was  created  during  the  year. 

To  Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Committeewoman  of  the  Seventh  District,  belongs 
the  glory  of  having  the  one  District  Meeting  in  the  State. 

The  North  Carolina  Department  has  entertained  during  the  past  year  your 
National  Legion  Commander,  John  R.  Quinn,  at  Winston-Salem,  in  Febru¬ 
ary;  your  National  Auxiliary  President,  Mrs.  Franklin  Lee  Bishop,  at  Ashe¬ 
ville  and  Charlotte,  in  March ;  and  an  ex-President  of  the  Auxiliary,  Dr. 
Kate  Waller  Barrett,  at  Charlotte,  in  May. 

A  message  of  condolence  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Woodrow  Wilson  in  the  hour 
of  her  bereavement,  and  the  Department  received  graceful  acknowledgment. 

Your  President  has  traveled  and  labored  strenuously  for  the  good  of  the 
Auxiliary,  and  I  know  much  has  been  accomplished.  I  thank  you  for  the 
honors,  the  pleasures  and  the  privileges  of  service  with  such  a  splendid  body. 

Following  this  report,  Mrs.  Wilkes  was  given  a  rising  vote  of 
thanks. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Credentials  Committee  reported  that  there 
are  65  Units — 26  of  these  being  here  represented  by  59  delegates 
and  16  alternates. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Nominating 
Committee,  with  the  result  that  the  following  were  elected:  Mrs. 
I.  T.  Mann,  Airs.  Sam  Hurdle,  Airs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Jus¬ 
tice,  and  Airs.  Charles  Young. 

Airs.  Alagette  stated  to  the  Convention  that,  since  the  North 
Carolina  Division  of  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy 
does  not  possess  either  a  Division  or  a  United  States  Flag,  Mrs. 
John  T.  Lowe,  Chairman  of  the  Auxiliary  Legislative  Committee, 
a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  as  well,  had  made 
the  suggestion  that  the  Auxiliary  present  these  flags  to  the  U.  D. 
C.  at  their  next  Annual  Convention;  that  at  the  Executive  Board 
meeting  the  matter  had  been  discussed,  and  the  decision  reached 
to  make  the  presentation;  and  that  it  had  been  decided  to  raise 
the  money  at  this  Convention.  Airs.  Alagette  further  stated  that 
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several  Units,  having  learned  of  the  proposed  gift,  had  already 
responded,  and  asked  for  other  pledges.  Various  contributions 
were  received. 

The  President  called  for  District  reports,  and  found  that  most 
of  the  District  Committeewomen  were  absent.  However,  reports 
from  the  Sixth,  Seventh,  Ninth,  and  Tenth  Districts  were  re¬ 
ceived,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  SIXTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

Of  the  fifteen  Legion  Posts  in  the  Sixth  District,  four  have  Auxiliary 
Units,  namely:  Wilmington,  Fayetteville,  Lumberton,  and  St.  Pauls.  I  am 
sorry  to  have  to  report  that,  since  the  last  Convention,  the  Unit  at  Red 
Springs  has  ceased  to  function.  I  tried  this  spring  to  get  a  District  meeting, 
but  failed.  When  Commander  Quinn  was  in  North  Carolina,  I  went  up  to 
Goldsboro  to  the  meeting  there,  and  heard  two  very  interesting  talks  by 
him.  At  that  time  there  was  no  Auxiliary  Unit  in  Goldsboro,  but  I  put  in 
a  good  word,  and  hope  to  have  good  results.  I  regret  not  being  able  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Convention  in  Asheville.  Wilmington  and  St.  Pauls  Units  sent  re¬ 
ports  of  their  year’s  work.  Among  other  things  done  during  the  year,  St. 
Pauls  contributed  $5.00  to  the  Service  Club  fund,  and  $50.00  for  the  sun 
parlors  at  Oteen,  sent  a  crate  of  peaches  to  its  ward — A-l,  and  decorated  all 
soldier  graves  in  the  county  and  sold  Poppies  on  Memorial  Day.  Due  to 
illness  in  the  President’s  family,  the  Unit  was  late  in  starting  the  year’s 
work.  Fayetteville  failed  to  send  a  report,  but  I  hope  that  it  will  be  sent 
directly  to  the  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  R.  C.  CANTWELL,  JR. 

REPORT  OF  SEVENTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

The  Seventh  District  is  composed  of  twelve  counties,  and  in  these  coun¬ 
ties  there  are  eighteen  Legion  Posts,  although  I  do  not  think  that  all  of 
these  Posts  are  active. 

There  are  six  Auxiliary  Units  in  the  Seventh  District,  these  being  located 
at  Sanford,  Monroe,  Hamlet,  North  Wilkesboro,  Southern  Pines,  and  Lex¬ 
ington.  These  Units  had  a  membership  last  year  of  216,  this  year  of  251, 
having  made  a  gain  of  35  members  for  the  year. 

I  have  tried  to  organize  Units,  having  written  a  number  of  letters  to  the 
Posts  where  there  are  no  Units,  but  with  no  success  in  organizing.  Two 
showed  interest,  and  I  believe  that  they  could  have  been  organized  had 
someone  who  was  interested  in  the  work  visited  these  places.  In  all,  only 
four  letters  were  received  in  reply  to  the  ones  that  were  sent  out. 
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During  the  year,  I  called  one  meeting,  which  was  held  in  Lexington,  on 
July  29,  and  which  was  attended  by  representatives  from  three  Units  in  the 
District — Monroe,  Southern  Pines,  and  Lexington.  At  this  meeting,  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  four  Districts  in  the  State — the  Fourth,  Fifth,  Seventh,  and 
Ninth — were  present.  The  meeting  was  an  inspiration,  and  well  worth 
while. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  CHARLES  YOUNG 

REPORT  OF  NINTH  DISTRICT 

The  Ninth  District  respectfully  submits  the  following  report: 

There  are  five  Units  functioning  in  this  District.  This  report  embraces 
the  work  of  the  following  Units:  Newton,  Gastonia,  Belmont,  and  Char¬ 
lotte.  Regular  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  at  which  many 
prominent  speakers  have  been  present.  Among  these  have  been  our  State 
President,  Mrs.  James  Renwick  Wilkes;  our  National  President,  Mrs.  Frank¬ 
lin  Lee  Bishop;  our  ex-National  President,  Dr.  Kate  Waller  Barrett;  and 
Gen.  A.  J.  Bowley,  Commander  of  Fort  Bragg.  This  District  responded  to 
Dr.  Barrett’s  call  for  the  furnishing  of  a  room  in  the  Service  Club  at  Wash¬ 
ington. 

The  reports  from  the  Units  show  a  greater  amount  of  interest  and  enthus¬ 
iasm  and  that  more  work  has  been  accomplished  this  year  than  in  any 
previous  year.  The  membership  has  greatly  increased.  We  regret  to  have 
to  report  that  no  new  Units  have  been  formed  during  the  year.  Sufficient 
interest  to  effect  an  organization  cannot  be  aroused  by  correspondence 
alone.  It  is  necessary  to  go  in  person  to  these  places,  oftentimes  more  than 
once,  before  an  organization  is  completed.  For  this  reason,  we  respectfully 
suggest  that  North  Carolina  employ  a  salaried  organizer  for  one  year  at 
least,  or  defray  the  expenses  of  her  District  Committeewomen  in  organizing 
Units  and  in  visiting  weak  Units  which  need  strengthening. 

During  the  year,  the  Units  have  been  enabled  to  carry  on  their  work  by 
the  sale  of  Poppies,  benefit  parties,  and  concerts.  Several  new  branches 
of  Units  have  been  organized,  and  notable  progress  made. 

Work  in  the  Gold  Chevron  Shop,  located  at  Charlotte,  was  organized  a 
few  months  ago,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Red  Cross  in  charge.  Several 
sales  have  been  made,  but  the  articles  are  expensive,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
dispose  of  them. 

A  most  interesting  branch  of  the  work  organized  during  the  year  is  the 
prison  work.  Since  May  10,  37  visits  have  been  made,  with  a  total  of  238 
men  called  upon.  At  their  request,  doctors  were  provided  for  two  men, 
and  lawyers  provided  for  eight  men.  Three  loans  were  made.  One  ex- 
Service  man  was  furnished  an  outfit  from  hat  to  shoes,  also  transportation. 
He  now  has  work,  and  hopes  to  repay  the  Auxiliary.  Work  was  found 
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for  two  others  upon  their  release  from  jail.  Cigarettes  were  furnished  thirty- 
five  men.  Five  were  given  baskets  on  July  4,  and  stationery,  stamps,  choco¬ 
late,  fruit,  eggs,  butter,  and  rolls  were  given  at  various  times.  Provisions 
were  made  for  an  aged  mother  who  could  not  stay  alone.  A  soldier’s  wife 
was  cared  for  while  he  was  held  for  investigation.  Two  visits  were  made 
to  a  Navy  officer  in  behalf  of  a  sailor. 

This  District  supported  the  Adjusted  Compensation  Bill,  as  endorsed  by 
the  Legion. 

A  sum  has  been  donated  to  our  State  War  Orphan  fund,  with  the  hope 
that  the  fund  will  grow  and  be  ample  to  meet  all  the  needs  of  the  War  or¬ 
phans.  The  few  War  orphans  that  we  have  been  able  to  locate  were  re¬ 
membered  with  little  gifts  at  Christmas  and  Easter.  A  small  gift  was  sent 
to  a  baby  born  after  the  death  of  its  father. 

This  District  is  co-operating  with  the  other  Districts  in  the  State  in  pur¬ 
chasing  a  National  Flag  and  U.  D.  C.  Fla°:  to  be  presented  to  the  United 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  at  their  next  Annual  Convention. 

All  of  the  Units  observed  Armistice  Day  and  Memorial  Day,  co-operating 
with  the  Legion  in  the  preparation  of  suitable  programs.  On  Memorial  Day 
and  Armistice  Day,  flowers  and  wreaths  with  the  United  States  Flags  were 
placed  on  each  new-made  grave  in  loving  tribute  to  our  dead.  All  funerals 
of  ex-Service  men  have  been  attended.  The  Gastonia  Unit  has  placed  per¬ 
manent  stone  markers  on  twenty-five  graves. 

From  the  report  of  the  Hospital  Chairman,  we  find  that  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  boys  in  the  hospital  have  claimed  our  attention.  A  Radiola 
No  5  with  a  loud  speaker  attachment  was  given  the  boys  at  Oteen  in  No¬ 
vember.  The  letters  of  appreciation  made  us  feel  that  the  gift  was  well 
worth  while.  A  victrola  with  records  was  given  another  ward.  All  of  the 
Units  remembered  their  wards  at  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas.  The  Bel¬ 
mont  Unit  sent  each  of  the  thirty-four  boys  in  its  ward  a  Christmas  gift. 
Bathrobes  and  slippers  were  sent  to  each  of  the  boys  in  another  ward.  Tree 
decorations  and  barrels  of  fruit  and  candy  were  sent  from  the  District. 
Valentine’s  and  St.  Patrick’s  Days  were  remembered  by  some  of  the  Units. 
Boxes  of  home-cooking  and  home-dyed  eggs,  candy,  pots  of  Easter  lillies, 
two  Mah-Jong  sets,  and  one  mandolin  were  sent  at  Easter. 

The  Belmont  Unit  has  been  sending  large  boxes  of  cut  flowers  from  home 
gardens  twice  each  month  since  early  spring.  One  ward  was  remembered  on 
Mothers’  Day  with  Mrs.  Adam  Fisher’s  celebrated  Angel  Food  cake  and 
rare,  ripe  strawberries.  This  ward  has  been  receiving  ice  cream  every  week 
through  the  summer  months.  Liberal  contributions  were  made  to  the  sun 
parlors  at  Oteen.  The  Lily  Burt  Hospital  fund  has  also  been  well  sup¬ 
ported.  The  Charlotte  Unit  furnished  one  of  the  sun  parlors  in  honor  of 
our  State  President,  Mrs.  Wilkes.  Checks  have  been  sent  to  the  men  in  the 
Greenville,  S.  C.,  Hospital,  and  a  check  was  sent  to  an  ex-Service  woman 
who  is  in  the  Veterans’  Hospital  at  Fort  Bayard,  New  Mexico. 
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It  is  impossible  to  estimate  in  dollars  and  cents  the  amount  of  hospital 
and  welfare  work,  as  no  estimate  has  been  placed  upon  much  of  the  work 
that  has  been  done;  but  the  report  shows  that  more  than  $1,400.00  was 
spent  by  one  Unit  in  this  way.  Several  hundred  dollars  have  been  spent 
in  looking  after  local  veterans.  In  one  case,  where  the  father  was  critically 
ill,  money  was  supplied  by  the  local  Unit,  so  that  the  son,  instead  of  being 
taken  out  of  school  to  support  the  family,  was  enabled  to  continue  his 
studies. 

During  the  year,  several  dinners  have  been  given  by  different  Units  to 
their  respective  Posts.  The  Charlotte  Unit  spent  several  hundred  dollars 
in  furnishing  the  club  rooms  of  the  Hornets’  Nest  Post. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  A.  B.  JUSTICE 

Committeewoman 


REPORT  OF  TENTH  DISTRICT 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  submitting  the  report  from  the  Tenth  District. 
Last  November,  when  I  was  appointed  as  Tenth  District  Committeewoman, 
I  found  one  active  Unit — Hendersonville.  Since  then,  with  the  aid  of  our 
President,  I  have  re-organized  the  Unit  of  Kiffin  Rockwell  Post,  No.  2, 
Asheville.  This  Unit  has  had  an  uphill  road,  but  now  numbers  thirty  faith¬ 
ful  workers.  Regular  visits  are  being  made  to  Ward  N-5,  at  which  time 
magazines  and  smokes  are  carried.  The  Unit  has  tried  to  make  the  sun 
parlor  more  attractive  for  the  boys  by  putting  up  draperies,  attractive  lamp 
shades,  pillows,  table  runners,  vases,  and  ash  trays  for  every  bed.  The 
boys  said  they  did  not  think  it  could  be  done,  but  were  delighted  with  the 
result.  The  Auxiliary  has  been  of  especial  help  to  the  Post  in  its  various 
activities,  such  as  the  sale  of  Poppies  on  Memorial  Day,  assisting  in  a  splen¬ 
did  parade,  and  the  decorating  of  the  graves  of  all  ex-Service  men  buried 
in  the  town  and  county,  and  has  also  contributed  to  the  Department  funds 
for  furnishing  the  sun  parlors  at  Oteen  and  for  Child  Welfare  work. 

In  February,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  going  to  Sylva,  and  organizing  a  Unit. 
The  Post  was  practically  dead,  but  I  feel  that  it  will  come  to  life  through 
the  efforts  of  the  enthusiastic  women  who  are  Auxiliary  members.  The 
Unit  has  been  handicapped  by  illness  and  death,  but  the  members  have  done 
well.  Their  Christmas  box  to  Ward  B-6  cost  $75.00,  and  this  was  sent  be¬ 
fore  they  were  really  well  organized.  They  have  contributed  $5.00  to  the 
War  Orphans’  fund,  $5.00  to  the  sun  parlors,  and  $5.00  to  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina  room  in  the  Service  Club  in  Washington.  A  “get-together  day”  for  the 
Jackson  County  veterans  was  arranged,  at  which  time  Poppies  were  sold. 
We  are  justly  proud  of  our  youngest  Unit. 

Brevard,  another  of  our  small  Units,  has  Ward  B-6,  with  Sylva,  each 
having  about  17  beds.  Since  June,  1923,  Brevard  has  contributed  to  the 
Endowment  and  Library  fund  $5.00  each,  $25.00  to  the  memorial  arch 
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erected  at  the  entrance  to  Pisgah  National  Forest  in  Memory  of  the  Tran¬ 
sylvania  boys  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  World  War,  and  $45.00  for  rug, 
curtains,  draperies,  etc.,  for  the  Legion  club  room.  To  Ward  B-6,  now 
changed  to  B-4,  was  sent  a  $15.00  Christmas  box,  $2.00  for  ice  cream  Val¬ 
entine’s  Day,  a  box  amounting  to  $20.00  on  St.  Patrick’s  Day,  and  ice  cream 
and  cake  in  July;  $6.00  contributed  to  the  sun  parlors,  in  addition  to  $25  00 
from  their  own  treasury  and  a  gift  of  $25.00  from  the  Woman’s  National 
Service  League.  $10.00  was  given  to  send  a  sick  ex-Service  man  to  Oteen. 
This  is  a  wonderful  showing  for  a  small  town. 

Hendersonville  has  taken  part  in  Poppy  Day  sales,  made  personal  visits, 
helped  ex-Service  men  without  funds,  and  sent  boxes  to  Ward  E-7. 

The  Vocational  Training  School  at  Waynesville  has  made  a  wonderful 
showing  for  the  past  year.  Every  patriotic  day  has  been  observed  by  the 
Legion  and  the  Auxiliary.  The  November  the  Eleventh  celebration  was 
considered  the  most  successful  demonstration  of  patriotism  ever  displayed 
in  Waynesville.  At  Christmas,  the  children  of  the  men  in  the  school  were 
given  a  beautiful  Christmas  tree,  wTith  presents  and  fruit,  candies  and  nuts 
for  everyone.  May  30  was  observed  by  selling  “In  Memoriam”  Poppies. 
July  4,  both  the  town  and  the  school  Posts  united  with  the  Auxiliary  in 
having  a  very  successful  barbecue  and  field  exercises.  Flag  Day  was  ob¬ 
served  for  the  first  time  in  Waynesville  by  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
which  reminded  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  that  they  wanted 
the  pleasure  of  doing  the  very  same  thing  next  year.  This  Unit  was  proud 
of  the  fact  that  its  members  were  the  first  to  plant  trees  in  honor  of  our 
beloved  late  President  Harding.  This  was  done  at  the  hour  of  his  funeral. 
Last  fall,  a  very  successful  class  in  Americanization  was  conducted  by  the 
superintendent  of  this  school  for  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary. 

Due  to  the  generosity  of  the  Charlotte  Unit,  funds  were  provided  for  a 
nursery  and  a  librarian  at  the  school.  The  opening  of  the  library  has  been 
a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  profit  to  our  members,  and  the  little  ones  have 
whiled  away  many  a  pleasant  hour  in  the  nursery. 

A  course  in  Domestic  Science  was  conducted  this  spring  by  the  welfare 
officers  connected  with  the  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Thomas  should  be 
given  special  mention  for  the  work  they  are  doing  at  the  school,  and  every 
member  who  possibly  can  should  make  a  trip  to  this  institution. 

Marion,  one  of  the  very  newest  Units,  has  done  a  wonderful  work,  but 
sent  in  only  a  hospital  report.  However,  I  know  that  they  had  a  celebration 
on  the  Fourth  of  July,  which  was  wonderfully  advertised.  For  the  purpose  of 
organizing,  I  visited  the  Post  Adjutant  in  November,  but  as  it  was  very 
near  the  holiday  season  he  felt  nothing  could  be  done  at  that  time,  but 
promised  to  get  the  Unit  organized  as  soon  as  possible.  This  was  done  in 
February.  Work  done  by  this  Unit  for  the  ward  at  Oteen  includes:  party 
favors,  box  of  food,  and  a  check  in  March,  $10.00;  an  Easter  box  to  the 
value  of  $10.00  in  April;  flowers  in  May;  strawberries  and  flowers  valued 
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at  $5.00  in  June;  ice  cream  treats  and  cakes  amounting  to  $10.00  in  July; 
and  in  August  a  check  for  a  watermelon  feast,  $15.00.  Other  contributions 
consisted  of  a  $50.00  check  for  the  sun  parlors,  a  $10.00  check  for  the  Service 
Club  in  Washington,  a  $10.00  check  for  the  National  Child  Welfare  fund, 
and  four  packages  of  food  to  prisoners  in  McDowell  County  jail. 

I  have  made  several  attempts  to  get  Cliffside  organized.  The  Post  at 
Rutherfordton  wants  an  Auxiliary  Unit,  but  up  to  this  Convention  it  has 
been  impossible  for  me  to  get  ten  women  together  to  reorganize.  I  have 
made  several  attempts,  without  success,  to  reorganize  in  Canton.  I  have 
written  Bryson  City  several  times,  and  received  no  response. 

As  District  Committeewoman  I  have  written  fifty  letters,  to  which  I  have 
received  four  replies.  The  active  Units  of  the  District  are  Asheville,  Bre¬ 
vard,  Bryson  City,  Hendersonville,  Marion,  Sylva,  and  Waynesville  (the 
Vocational  Training  School). 

Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  GABE  H.  CROOM 

Committeewoman 

All  these  reports  were  accepted  with  thanks. 

Wilmington  reported  that  she  had  placed  a  stone  marker  at  the 
grave  of  every  ex-Service  man,  white  and  colored,  in  Wilmington, 
and  kept  Flags  at  every  one  of  the  graves. 

Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  of  Raleigh,  told  of  a  little  device  in  use 
at  a  hospital,  where  she  had  recently  spent  some  time,  which  added 
to  the  comfort  of  the  patients,  and  recommended  that  we  suggest 
its  use  at  Oteen.  She  explained  that  it  consisted  of  a  strip  of 
felt  or  heavy  cloth  fastened  to  the  doorknob  in  such  fashion  that 
it  prevented  the  slamming  of  the  door. 

Mrs.  Norfleet  made  further  explanation,  at  this  point,  of  the 
proposition  to  present  Flags  to  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy,  stating  that  the  U.  D.  C.  had  been  of  great  assistance 
to  the  Auxiliary  when  it  was  getting  started,  had  sponsored  many 
of  its  movements,  and  had  done  much  work  that  was,  in  reality, 
the  responsibility  of  the  Auxiliary.  She  urged  all  the  Units  to 
contribute  to  this  fund,  if  possible. 

Upon  motion  duly  made  and  seconded,  it  was  decided  that,  if  a 
sufficient  amount  was  not  raised  for  this  purpose,  the  remainder 
should  be  taken  from  the  Department  treasury. 
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The  Nominating  Committee  made  its  report  as  follows: 

For  President,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  Monroe;  First  Vice-President,  Mrs.  John 
T.  Lowe,  Lexington;  Second  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Whitman,  Ashe¬ 
ville;  Chaplain,  Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  Rocky  Mount;  Historian,  Miss  Lida  T. 
Rodman,  Washington;  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  James 
Renwick  Wilkes,  Charlotte;  Alternate  Executive  Committeewoman,  Miss 
Annie  Lee,  Monroe. 

Upon  motion  duly  made  and  seconded,  the  Secretary  was  in¬ 
structed  to  cast  the  ballot  of  the  Convention  for  the  foregoing 
officers. 

The  following  were  elected  as  District  Committeewomen: 

First  District,  Mrs.  Wiley  C.  Rodman,  Washington;  Second  District,  Mrs. 
John  Bruton,  Wilson;  Third  District,  no  election;  Fourth  District,  Mrs. 
N.  L.  Alcocke,  Rocky  Mount;  Fifth  District,  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Win¬ 
ston-Salem;  Sixth  District,  Mrs.  Gorham,  Fayetteville;  Seventh  District, 
Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Lexington ;  Eighth  District,  no  election ;  Ninth  Dis¬ 
trict,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Charlotte;  Tenth  District,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Miner 
Asheville. 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Whitman  then,  in  a  few  well  chosen  words,  pre¬ 
sented  the  retiring  President,  Mrs.  Wilkes,  with  a  Past  President’s 
pin,  to  which  Mrs.  Wilkes  responded,  saying  that  whatever  she 
had  accomplished  had  been  through  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary, 
and  that  she  appreciated  from  the  bottom  of  her  heart  this  evi¬ 
dence  of  their  affection  and  loyalty. 

Report  of  the  Courtesies  Committee  was  here  given: 

REPORT  OF  COURTESIES  COMMITTEE 

Our  beloved  President  has  conferred  upon  our  committee  a  most  delightful 
work.  What  can  be  more  pleasant  than  to  tell  people  who  have  been  so 
lovely  to  you  how  nice  you  think  they  are ! 

Dear  hostesses  of  Asheville,  from  the  moment  we  saw  the  “Welcome”  sign 
as  we  entered  your  city  beautiful,  we  have  felt  at  home.  You  have  given 
us  a  mountain-top  experience,  indeed.  You  have  given  us  a  beautiful  Con¬ 
vention.  Your  capable  chairman  and  her  corps  of  efficient  workers  have 
left  nothing  undone  to  make  every  one  of  us  very,  very  happy,  and  our 
hearts  are  overflowing  with  loving  appreciation  and  gratitude.  We  thank 
you,  and  again  we  thank  you. 
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We  want  to  thank  the  hotel  for  its  hospitality  and  consideration.  We 
want  to  thank  those  who  have  made  your  beautiful  city  even  more  beautiful 
with  patriotic  decorations;  the  music  committee  for  its  delightful  and  inspir¬ 
ing  program;  the  press  for  its  co-operation;  the  pretty  Pages  for  their 
kindly  attention. 

We  feel  most  grateful  for  the  beautiful  drive  over  your  city,  and  for  the 
satisfactory  visit  to  Oteen — a  privilege  many  of  us  have  so  long  coveted. 
We  enjoyed  tremendously  the  trip  to  Beaucatcher,  and  the  charming  hos¬ 
pitality  of  our  hostess,  Mrs.  Hamilton. 

We  want  to  thank  you  for  the  beautifully  arranged  banquet  given  by  the 
Kiffin  Rockwell  Post  and  its  Auxiliary  Unit.  The  music,  the  reading,  in 
fact  the  entire  program  was  a  joy  and  an  inspiration  to  everyone.  We  want 
to  thank  you  for  your  thoughtfulness  in  planning  two  dances,  that  everyone 
might  be  happy. 

You  Asheville  folks  have  been  perfectly  lovely.  You  have  given  us  such 
a  good  time !  The  fellowship  which  we’ve  enjoyed  here,  and  your  charm¬ 
ing  hospitality,  will  linger  long  in  our  memories.  Again,  we  thank  you. 

We  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  appreciation  of  our  be¬ 
loved  leader,  who  has  given  to  the  Convention  at  large,  as  she  has  to  the 
Units  throughout  the  year,  an  inspiration,  a  purpose,  a  goal  to  reach. 

We  want  to  pay  our  tribute  to  our  capable  and  efficient  Secretary,  whose 
labors  throughout  the  year  have  been  tireless.  We  want  her  to  know  that 
we  appreciate  her. 

We  all  will  go  home  happy,  with  fresh  enthusiasm  and  bigger  ideas,  and 
when  our  time  comes  to  be  hostess  we  hope  to  meet  you  every  one  again. 

Again,  we  thank  you. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  A.  B.  JUSTICE 

Chairman 

The  matter  of  the  election  of  delegates  and  alternates  to  the 
National  Convention  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  following  were 
elected: 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Wilkes,  Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  Mrs.  Wiley  C.  Rod- 
man,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  Miss  Marie  Torrence,  Mrs.  Paul  Noell,  Miss  Lil¬ 
lian  Horton,  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Mrs.  Sam  Hurdle,  Mrs.  Oscar  Rand,  Mrs.  Ray 
Johnson,  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Miss  Rebe  Shields,  and  Mrs.  Haywood 
Foxhall. 
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At  the  request  of  Mrs.  Wilkes,  Mrs.  Norfleet  and  the  Pages  es¬ 
corted  the  incoming  Officers  to  the  rostrum.  Miss  Lee,  incoming 
President,  voiced  her  appreciation  of  the  honor  she  had  received, 
and  stated  that  it  would  require  the  loyal  support  of  every  mem¬ 
ber  to  make  her  administration  a  success. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Convention,  upon  motion, 
adjourned. 
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DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS,  1925 

Miss  Annie  Lee — Monroe . President 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe— Lexington . ! . First  Vice-President 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Whitman — Asheville . Second  Vice-President 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee — Monroe . Secretary  and  Treasurer 

Mrs.  Frank  S.  Spruill — Rocky  Mount . Chaplain 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston — Southern  Pines . Historian 

NATIONAL  VICE-PRESIDENT  SOUTHERN  DIVISION 
Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt . Salisbury 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

Miss  Annie  Lee . Monroe 

DEPARTMENT  CHAIRMEN 

Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Winston-Salem . Child  Welfare 

Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Hickory . Rehabilitation 

Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  Wilmington . Americanism 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington . Legislative 

Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  Winston-Salem . Membership 

Miss  Lura  Heath,  Monroe . Poppy 

Miss  Nell  Patterson,  Statesville . Co-Operation 

Mrs.  Randolph  Redfem,  Monroe . . Emblem 

Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter,  Snow  Hill . Memorial 

Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Nimocks,  Fayetteville . Publicity 

Mrs.  D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin,  Raleigh . . Prison  Work 

Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann,  High  Point . Finance 

Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  Raleigh . Fidac 

DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMEN 

Mrs.  Wiley  C.  Rodman,  Washington . First  District 

Miss  Rebe  Hill  Shields,  Scotland  Neck . Second  District 

Mrs.  Tom  C.  Daniels,  New  Bern . Third  District 

Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcocke,  Rocky  Mount . Fourth  District 

Mrs.  Ray  Johnson,  Winston-Salem . Fifth  District 

Miss  Eulalia  McGill,  Lumberton . Sixth  District 

Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Lexington . Seventh  District 

Mrs.  Clifford  Kluttz,  Concord . Eighth  District 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Charlotte . Ninth  District 


UNIT  PRESIDENTS  FOR  1925 


Town 

Auxiliary  to 

President 

Albemarle 

Walter  B.  Hill  Post 

Mrs.  L.  0.  Parker 

Asheville 

Kiffin  Rockwell  Post 

Mrs.  Jos.  E.  Claverie 

Belmont 

Auten-Stowe  Post 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Dixon 

Brevard 

Monroe-Wilson  Post 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Perkins 

Bryson  City 

Caro  E.  Freeman  Post 

Mrs.  Frank  E.  Fry 

Charlotte 

Hornets’  Nest  Post 

Miss  Ursula  Blankenship 

Concord 

Fred  Y.  McConnell  Post 

Miss  Maude  Brown 

Durham 

Durham  Post 

Mrs.  Alex  M.  Worth 

Fayetteville 

Cumberland  Post 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan 

Fuquay  Springs 

Fuquay  Springs  Post 

Mrs.  Lynton  Y.  Ballentine 

Gastonia 

Gaston  Post 

Mrs.  W.  Y.  Abresch 

Greensboro 

Henry  K.  Burtner  Post 

Mrs.  McDaniel  Lewis 

Greenville 

Pitt  County  Post 

Mrs.  C.  O’H.  Laughinghouse 

Henderson 

Henderson  Post 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Cooper 

Hendersonville 

Hubert  M.  Smith  Post 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Williams 

Hickory 

Hickory  Post 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Shuford 

High  Point 

Andrew  Jackson  Post 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Smith 

Kings  Mountain 

Otis  D.  Green,  No.  155 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Neisler 

Kinston 

Joseph  Dixon  Rountree  Post 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy 

Lenoir 

Dysart-Kendall  Post 

Mrs.  George  D.  Greer 

Lexington 

Lexington  Post 

Mrs.  Hubert  E.  Olive 

Louisburg 

Jambes  Post 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Beck 

Lumberton 

Lumberton  Post 

Mrs.  A.  V.  G.  Wishart 

Marion 

McDowell  Post 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Noyes 

Monroe 

Melvin  Deese  Post 

Mrs.  Randolph  Redfern 

Mooresville 

Mooresville  Post 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham 

New  Bern 

Donnerson-Hawkins  Post 

Mrs.  W.  Bernard  Harris 

Newton 

Newton  Post 

Miss  Floy  Trollinger 

N.  Wilkesboro 

Wilkes  County  Post 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Horton 

Raeford 

Ellis-Williamson,  No.  20 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Poole 

Raleigh 

Raleigh  Post 

Mrs.  H.  0.  Lineberger 

Reids  ville 

Coleman-Southard  Post 

Mrs.  H.  R.  Scott 

Rocky  Mount 

Coleman-Pitt  Post 

Mrs.  Frank  S.  Spruill 

St.  Pauls 

Forrest  Post 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Cobb 

Salisbury 

Samuel  C.  Hart  Post 

Mrs.  Cabell  Young 

Sanford 

Lee  County  Post 

Miss  Nan  M.  Edwards 

Scotland  Neck 

Roanoke  Post 

Mrs.  Charles  Dunn 

Snow  Hill 

Shirley  Hill  Post 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Overby 

Southern  Pines 

Sandhills  Post 

Mrs.  Hugh  Betterley 
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Town 

Spring  Hope 

Statesville 

Sylva 

Tarboro 

Warrenton 

Washington 

Weldon 

Wilmington 

Wilson 

Winston-Salem 


Auxiliary  to 

Vester  Wheless  Post 
Hurst  Turner  Post 
Wm.  E.  Dillard  Post 
Eason-Tiney  Post 
Limer  Post 
Beaufort  County  Post 
Shaw  Post 
Wilmington  Post 
Robert  B.  Anderson  Post 
Clyde  Bolling  Post 


President 

Mrs.  Robert  L.  Pitts 
Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Annie  Tompkins 
Mrs.  Haywood  Foxhall 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Gardner 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Rodman,  Jr. 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Rowe,  Jr. 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Hicks 
^rs.  Charles  Swindell 
Mrs.  Harry  Vass 


Program 


MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7,  1925 

9.00  a.  m.  Opening  Exercises 

1  Reading  of  Call  of  Convention — Department  Secretary. 

2  Advancement  of  Colors. 

3  America. 

4  .  Prayer . Mrs.  Frank  S.  Spruill,  Department  Chaplain 

GREETINGS  FROM 

1  Department  of  South  Carolina:  Mrs.  A.  F.  McKissick, 

National  Executive  Committeewoman 

2  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution:  Mrs.  Edwin  Clarke  Gregory, 

State  Regent 

3  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy:  Mrs.  John  H.  Anderson,  Historian 

4  Business  and  Professional  Woman’s  Club:  Miss  Kathrine  Robinson, 

State  President 

5  American  Legion . Major  Wade  H.  Phillips,  State  Commander 

Announcement  of  Committees. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Rules  and  Regulations. 

Report  of  Credentials  Committee. 

Election  of  Nominating  Committee. 

11.00  a.  m.  Joint  Session  with  the  Legion 
Musical  Selection. 

Address  of  Welcome . Hon.  John  H.  Cook,  Mayor  of  Fayetteville 

Response  by  the  Legion . Bryce  Little,  Robert  B.  Anderson  Post,  Wilson 

Response  by  the  Auxiliary . Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Claverie 

President  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit,  Asheville 

Introduction  of  Speaker . Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt 

Vice-President,  Southern  Division,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Address  Mrs.  O.  D.  Oliphant,  National  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Solo . Mrs.  John  H.  Dewey 

Introduction  of  Speaker  Hon.  A.  W.  McLean,  Governor  of  North  Carolina 

Address . Col.  Monroe  Johnson 

National  Executive  Committeeman.  Department  of  South  Carolina 
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12.30.  Luncheon 

1.30.  All  Members  of  Legion  and  Auxiliary  Meet  at  Prince  Charles 
Hotel,  for  Transportation  to  Fort  Bragg 

Afternoon  at  Fort  Bragg 


1  Firing  Demonstration 

2  Air  Demonstration 

3  Polo  Game 

4  Review  of  Troops 

7.00  p.  m.  Army  Supper — Legion  and  Auxiliary 

8.00.  Informal  Gathering  of  Auxiliary  Members  in  Officers’  Club 
Discussion:  Led  by  Mrs.  Oliphant,  Mrs.  Burt,  Miss  Whitesides,  Mrs.  Me 
Kissick,  and  Miss  Gwaltney. 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8 


7.30  a.  m.  Past  Presidents’  Breakfast 

In  charge  of  Mrs.  Burt 

9.00.  Opening 

Advancement  of  Colors. 

REPORTS: 

1  President . Miss  Annie  Lee 

2  First  Vice-President . Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe 

3  Second  Vice-President . Mrs.  Frank  L.  Whitman 

4  Secretary-Treasurer . Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee 

5  Historian . Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston 

6  District  Committeewomen: 

1st  District — Mrs.  Wiley  C.  Rodman. 

2d  District — Miss  Rebe  H.  Shields. 

3d  District — Mrs.  Tom  C.  Daniels. 

4th  District — Mrs.  C.  A.  Gosney  (Act.) 

5th  District — Mrs.  Ray  Johnson 
6th  District — Miss  Eulalia  McGill 
7th  District — Mrs.  Charles  Young 
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8th  District — Mrs.  Clifford  Kluttz. 

9th  District — Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller. 

10th  District — 

7  Child  Welfare  Chairman . Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet 

8  Rehabilitation  Chairman . , . Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney 

9  Constitution  Committee. 


12.00  Noon.  Memorial  Service 

Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter,  Presiding 

12.45.  Luncheon — Ballroom  Prince  Charles  Hotel 
Cumberland  Unit,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

1.45.  Business  Session 


REPORTS 

1  Americanism  Chairman . 

2  Legislative  Chairman . 

3  Membership  Chairman . 

4  Poppy  Chairman . 

5  Co-Operation  Chairman . 

6  Emblem  Chairman . 

7  Memorial  Chairman. . 

8  Publicity  Chairman . 

9  Prison  Work  Chairman . 

10  Finance  Chairman . 

11  Fidac . 

Report  of  Resolutions  Committee 

Presentation  of  Cups . 

Report  of  Courtesies  Committee. 

NEW  BUSINESS 

1  Changes  in  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

2  Discussion  of  Child  Welfare  Work  at  Oteen. 

3  Discussion  of  Other  Matters. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Election  of  Delegates  to  the  National  Convention. 
Installation  of  Officers. 

Retirement  of  Colors.  Adjournment. 


. Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin 

. Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe 

. Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette 

. Lura  Ada  Heath 

. Miss  Nell  Patterson 

. Mrs.  Randolph  Redfern 

. Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter 

. Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Nimocks 

Mrs.  D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin 

. Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann 

. Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels 

. Mrs.  Haywood  Foxhall 

{Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Nimocks 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt 
. Mrs.  H.  F.  Vass 


9.00  to  1.30.  Legion  and  Auxiliary  Dance — Armory 
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CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

Advisory  Committee 

Gen.  A.  J.  Bowley,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan,  Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Nimocks,  Mr. 
C.  C.  Chadbourn,  Mayor  John  H.  Cook. 

RECEPTION  COMMITTEES 

Hay  Street  Church:  Mrs.  Hunter  Smith,  chairman,  Mrs.  Ed  Smith,  Miss 
Zula  Rankin,  Miss  Nancy  Sasser,  Mrs.  George  Myrover. 

Prince  Charles  Hotel:  Mrs.  W.  O.  Huske,  chairman,  Mrs.  John  H.  An¬ 
derson,  Mrs.  Stanley  B.  Prosser,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Charles 
Harris,  Mrs.  Ruffin  Horne. 

LaFayette  Hotel:  Mrs.  L.  E.  Sumner,  chairman,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Jones,  Mrs. 
George  Williamson,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Moir. 

A.  C.  L.  Station:  Mrs.  E.  C.  Ashe,  chairman,  Mrs.  William  Horne,  Mrs. 
George  Matthews,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Lambert,  Mrs.  Silas  Sheetz,  Miss  Fan  Wil¬ 
liams. 


Registration  Committee 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Verdery,  chairman,  Mrs.  Eugene  Gorham,  Mrs.  Paul  Stewart, 
Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Nimocks,  Mrs.  Ross  Jones. 

Decoration  Committee 

Misses  Isabel  and  Elizabeth  Lamb,  Mrs.  Kosterman,  Mrs.  Phil.  Hoffer, 
Miss  Margaret  Ayers. 

Transportation  Committee 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Holland,  Jr.,  chairman;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Poe,  Jr.,  Mrs.  D.  L.  Prid¬ 
gen,  Mrs.  David  Gaster,  Mrs.  Stiles  Dixon,  Mrs.  Moore. 

Dance  Committee 

Mrs.  John  H.  Dewey,  Mrs.  Joe  Huske,  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Sutton. 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Mrs.  Norwood  Tillinghast  Miss  Isabel  Lamb 

Pages 

Miss  Lucy  Cooper,  Chief  Page 

Miss  Alice  Virginia  Trice,  Lexington;  Miss  Julia  Edwards,  Sanford;  Miss 
Patty  Crosse,  Sanford;  Miss  Mary  Bunker,  Wilmington;  Miss  Bert  Smith, 
Fayetteville;  Miss  Emma  Kate  Jones,  Sanford;  Miss  Mary  Cooper,  Fay¬ 
etteville;  Miss  Emily  Grannis,  Fayetteville;  Mrs.  Murphy  Currie,  Fayette¬ 
ville;  Miss  Sarah  Tillinghast,  Fayetteville;  Miss  Margaret  Scott,  Sanford. 


Fifth  Annual  Convention 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Department  of  North  Carolina 


OPENING  SESSION 

The  Fifth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
was  called  to  order  by  the  Department  President,  Miss  Annie  Lee, 
of  Monroe,  in  the  Sunday  School  room  of  the  Hay  Street  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Fayetteville,  at  nine  a.  m.  on  Monday,  September 
7,  1925. 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  read 
the  Call  of  the  Convention,  after  which  the  Colors  were  advanced. 
Four  American  Flags,  accompanied  respectively  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Banner,  the  Unit  Banners  of  Lexington  Unit,  No.  8,  Lex¬ 
ington,  Melvin  Deese  Unit,  No.  2  7,  Monroe,  and  Cumberland 
Unit,  No.  3,  Fayetteville,  all  carried  by  Pages  dressed  in  white, 
were  advanced  down  the  aisles,  and,  the  Convention  having  pledged 
allegiance  to  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America,  all  were 
placed  in  tiers  on  either  side  of  the  rostrum. 

“ America”  was  sung  by  the  audience,  after  which  Mrs.  Frank 
S.  Spruill,  Department  Chaplain,  offered  a  prayer  for  the  success 
of  the  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  A.  F.  McKissick,  Past  Department  President,  and  Na¬ 
tional  *  Executive  Committeewoman  for  South  Carolina,  brought 
greetings  from  her  Department  as  follows: 

It  is  a  great  pleasure,  as  well  as  a  great  honor,  to  bring  greetings  from 
Carolina  of  the  South  to  Carolina  of  the  North.  Only  an  imaginary  line 
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divides  us.  No  one  knows  when  it  is  crossed.  From  the  days  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  our  men  have  fought  together  when  their  Country  called  them,  and 
our  women  have  suffered  and  grieved  with  one  heart.  We  bring  you  our 
best  wishes  for  a  most  successful  Convention,  and  pray  that  the  good  angels 
of  tolerance,  kindly  consideration,  and  loving  kindness  keep  watch  over 
your  deliberations. 

Mrs.  O.  D.  Oliphant,  National  President,  being  unable  to  accept 
an  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  Convention,  sent  the  following 
message,  which  was  read  by  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Department  Secre¬ 
tary  and  Treasurer: 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

National  Headquarters 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

To  the  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  ot  North 
Carolina,  in  Convention  Assembled,  Greetings: 

It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I  extend  to  you  the  greetings  of 
your  National  Organization,  comprising  as  it  does  a  quarter  of  a  million 
women  throughout  the  United  States.  In  their  behalf,  I  send  to  you  all 
good  wishes  for  a  progressive,  profitable,  and  successful  Convention. 

May  your  meeting  be  one  in  which  everything  possible  is  done  to  carry 
forward  the  great  work  for  which  we  are  organized.  May  you  continue  to 
appreciate  your  eligibility  for  membership  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 
It  is  an  Organization  founded — not  to  serve  itself,  but  to  give  of  itself — in 
the  service  of  God  and  Country,  The  American  Legion,  and  for  all  our 
precious  veterans  of  the  World  War.  May  your  deliberations  be  noted  for 
generous  thought  and  kindly  consideration  in  solving  the  problems  that 
come  before  you. 

You  have  been  very  fortunate  indeed  in  having  in  your  Department 
President  and  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  Miss  Lee,  an  able  and 
wise  executive.  As  your  National  President,  I  deeply  appreciate  the  splen¬ 
did  accomplishments  of  your  Department  under  her  devoted  and  untiring 
leadership,  and  she  has  at  all  times,  while  serving  on  the  National  Executive 
Committee,  been  able  to  view  our  problems  in  National  terms,  and  that  has 
made  her  one  of  the  valued  members  of  this  important  part  of  your  Or¬ 
ganization. 

May  I  say  to  you  that  it  is  with  a  feeling  of  personal  loss  that  I  cannot 
be  with  you  today  and  throughout  your  Convention,  but  I  want  you  to 
know  that  I  am  there  with  you  in  spirit,  that  I  shall  receive  inspiration 
from  the  results  of  your  Convention,  and  that  I  shall  look  forward  to  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  members  of  the  Department  in  Omaha  at  the  National  Con¬ 
vention. 
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All  my  good  wishes  are  with  you  for  a  bigger  and  better  Department  in 
North  Carolina,  both  in  the  matter  of  unselfish,  devoted  service  and  in  the 
promotion  of  your  membership  and  our  program. 

Sincerely  and  faithfully  yours 

National  President 

(MRS.  O.  D.)  CLAIRE  OLIPHANT 

Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  of  Salisbury,  first  Department  President, 
moved  that  the  thanks  and  good  wishes  of  the  Convention  be  sent 
to  Mrs.  Oliphant.  The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

The  following  telegrams  were  read  by  the  Secretary: 

Washington,  Ga.,  September  7,  1925 

Miss  Annie  Lee 

President  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Department  of  North  Carolina 
Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Congratulations  on  your  year’s  work,  and  every  good  wish  for  a  success¬ 
ful  convention. 

(MRS.  BOYCE,  JR.)  LUCY  R.  D.  FICKLEN 

National  Executive  Committeewoman 
Department  of  Georgia 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C.,  September  7,  1925 
Miss  Annie  Lee,  Department  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

To  you  as  President,  and  to  the  members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxil¬ 
iary,  I  send  cordial  greetings,  with  sincere  regret  that  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  be  present  at  the  Convention.  May  your  deliberations  be  pleasant 
and  constructive,  promoting  the  great  work  of  the  Auxiliary. 

MRS.  JAMES  K.  NORFLEET 

Past  Department  President 

Mrs.  John  Huske  Anderson,  Historian  of  the  North  Carolina 
Division  of  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  brought 
greetings  as  follows: 

Madame  President,  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion: 

In  the  absence  of  our  State  President,  Mrs.  J.  Dolph  Long,  it  is  my 
privilege  and  great  happiness  to  bring  you  greetings  from  the  North  Carolina 
Division  of  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy. 

In  their  name,  I  salute  you,  hail  you,  take  your  hands  in  ours,  and  crown 
you  with  our  greetings  as  with  flowers. 
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You  women,  gathered  here  from  all  over  our  fair  State,  are  actuated  by 
the  same  ideals  and  aspirations  as  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  boast  the  common  heritage  of  high,  noble-minded  forebears. 

A  new  rainbow  has  appeared  in  the  sky  of  women’s  patriotic  organiza¬ 
tions.  One  end  of  it  rests  in  the  Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion,  while 
the  other  touches  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  and  from  this 
rainbow  are  reflected  the  colors  of  mutual  understanding,  greater  patriot¬ 
ism,  sisterly  love,  and  renewed  consecration  to  the  principles  for  which  we 
both  are  organized. 

The  membership  of  the  U.  D.  C.  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
overlap  in  a  remarkable  degree,  and  I  am  happy  to  express  for  the  North 
Carolina  division  of  the  U.  D.  C.  our  earnest  desire  that  the  future  may  hold 
with  our  sister  society  many  points  of  contact,  for  in  such  experience  we 
will  be  furthering  the  highest  ideals  of  the  past,  mindful,  of  the  present 
faithful,  of  the  future  hopeful. 

Organized  to  honor  and  commemorate  the  crimson  years  of  ’61-’65,  we 
have  received  a  great  blessing  in  the  re-uniting  of  our  once  divided  Nation 
through  the  service  and  sacrifice  of  the  Confederate  mothers  and  fathers  in 
the  great  World  War. 

When  the  world  struggle  called  America  to  arms,  the  Daughters  of  the 
Confederacy  put  aside  every  thought  but  that  of  our  boys  in  khaki.  As  an 
organization,  we  gave  time  and  money  to  the  relief  work  of  the  A.  E.  F. 
Our  great  hospital  work  at  Neuilly,  France,  with  our  seven  endowed  wards 
and  elevator,  was  admired  by  thousands  overseas  who  never  knew  of  our 
existence  before.  When  our  war  relief  work  ended,  the  U.  D.  C.  began 
the  work  of  compiling  the  records  of  the  World  War  boys  who  were  de¬ 
scendants  of  Confederate  soldiers,  and  this  has  been  and  continues  to  be  an 
inspiration  to  Southern  patriotism,  and  inspires  pride  in  our  glorious  herit¬ 
age. 

Across  the  sea  went  many  a  Southern  boy  to  serve  his  Country’s  call,  and 
to  prove  that  Confederate  descent  gives  to  American  manhood  that  sort  of 
patriotism  which  develops  leadership.  The  Thirtieth  Division,  made  up  of 
these  descendants  of  Confederates,  performed  the  greatest  single  feat  of  the 
war  in  breaking  the  Hindenburg  Line. 

The  Hero  Fund  stands  as  our  War  Memorial,  the  first  tribute  of  love  and 
honor  for  these  boys  of  the  World  War,  from  the  Daughters  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy.  This  is  an  educational  fund  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  used 
for  descendants  of  Confederate  veterans  who  have  served  in  the  World  War, 
and  already,  with  this  money,  an  ex-soldier  has  been  able  to  continue  his 
studies  which  were  interrupted  by  the  war. 

The  Cross  of  Service  is  a  military  decoration  or  medal  presented  by  the 
U.  D.  C.  to  World  War  boys  descended  from  Confederate  soldiers.  It  is 
the  recognition  by  the  U.  D.  C.  of  the  honorable  military  service  of  two 
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generations,  and  symbolizes  the  high  courage  which  the  brave  soldier-spirit 
of  the  khaki-clad  boy  inherited  from  his  grandsire  of  the  Sixties.  The 
Cross  of  Service  binds  our  past  with  our  present,  and  links  the  records  of 
heroism  of  two  generations  with  its  beautiful  inscription,  “The  brave  give 
heroism  of  two  generations  with  its  beautiful  inscription,  “The  brave  gave 

To  again  show  you  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  how  closely  in  touch 
our  organization  is  with  the  work  of  the  American  Legion,  the  co-operation 
and  assistance  of  the  U.  D.  C.  has  been  asked  by  the  American  Legion  in 
preparing  a  new  textbook,  a  history  of  our  Nation  on  thoroughly  patriotic 
lines,  to  teach  the  children  true  Americanism. 

In  the  State  Historian’s  prize  list  for  essays  on  historical  subjects  is  one 
which  is  of  real  value  in  bringing  together  the  records  of  the  soldiers  of 
1861  and  1917.  This  subject  is  “The  Part  Taken  in  the  World  War  by  the 
Boys  in  Khaki  whose  Forefathers  Wore  the  Gray.” 

The  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  and  the  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary  are  standing  together  upon  the  heights  where  Love  and  Duty  offered 
for  battle  the  young  manhood  of  our  land.  We  both  represent  the  glory 
of  these  men  who  wore  the  gray  and  the  khaki,  and  who  “not  for  fame, 
not  for  wealth,  nor  for  renown,  suffered  all,  sacrificed  all,  dared  all,  and 
died.” 

Let  us  pledge  ourselves  anew  to  our  ideals  of  patriotism,  to  defend  our 
Country  against  its  enemies,  each  of  us  needing  the  other  to  make  the  com¬ 
plete  type  we  would  be,  both  bred  in  the  highest  ideals  of  patriotism,  assets 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  our  own  Land. 

And  now  a  greeting  for  one  and  all  of  you,  dear  members  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary.  With  earnest  wishes  for  another  most  successful 
Convention,  with  deepest  appreciation  of  your  splendid  service  as  an  Aux¬ 
iliary  to  the  American  Legion,  may  our  work  ever  blend  harmoniously. 
May  our  aims  ring  true !  May  our  efforts  prove  good,  and  may  all  this 
welcome  that  fills  the  air  today  bring  the  full  realization  that  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary  and  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  may 
clasp  hands  in  cordial  fellowship.  We  will  “give  you  the  greeting  that  the 
Easterners  do:  May  the  peace  of  Allah  abide  with  you.” 

Miss  Kathrine  Robinson,  State  President  of  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Federation  of  Business  and  Professional  Women’s  Clubs, 
brought  the  following  greetings: 

Madame  President,  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion: 

On  behalf  of,  and  as  President  of,  the  North  Carolina  Federation  of  Busi¬ 
ness  and  Professional  Women’s  Clubs,  I  bring  you  greetings  and  best  wishes 
for  the  most  successful  Convention  that  your  Auxiliary  has  ever  had. 

Like  your  own  organization,  the  Federation  of  Business  and  Professional 
Women’s  clubs  is  young — in  fact,  it  was  only  created  since  the  World  War. 
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In  six  years’  time,  however,  more  than  forty-five  thousand  women  have 
joined  its  National  Federation  in  the  United  States,  and  a  club  has  been 
organized  in  South  America,  and  another  is  soon  to  be  formed  in  Alaska. 

All  over  the  country,  the  business  and  professional  women  have  united 
with  the  avowed  purpose  to  make  “Better  Business  Women  for  a  Better 
Business  World.”  Through  giving  educational  opportunities  to  business 
women  or  prospective  business  women,  who  would  otherwise  be  deprived 
of  them;  through  fellowship  and  comradeship  promoted  among  those  who 
“rub  shoulders”  in  their  various  tasks;  through  bettering  health  conditions 
generally ;  encouraging  co-operative  effort  among  women ;  advocating  recrea¬ 
tion  for  the  hard-working  girl;  and  working  for  the  woman  in  business 
or  a  profession  to  be  given  an  equal  opportunity  for  success  as  that  given  the 
man — through  these  and  many  other  ways,  our  Federation,  although  still 
in  its  infancy,  has  begun  to  accomplish  much  in  bettering  conditions.  We 
hope  for  much  greater  achievements  as  we  mature. 

Your  Organization,  although  it  is  in  its  infancy  also,  has  always  stood  for 
service.  Born  out  of  a  war  whose  resounding  cry  in  America  was  to  “make 
the  world  safe  for  Democracy,”  commemorating  those  who  gave  their  best 
to  help  make  that  world  safe,  and  composed  of  members,  each  of  whom 
parted  with  her  dear  ones  or  put  aside  her  own  pleasures  and  tasks  in  order 
to  do  her  bit  toward  helping  in  the  struggle  to  better  the  world,  the  Auxil¬ 
iary  of  the  American  Legion  has  already  found  the  torch  of  true  service. 
“Be  yours  to  hold  it  high.” 

Your  past  is  full  of  accomplishments;  it  is  the  future,  however,  that  we 
now  face.  As  Emerson  said: 

“We  cannot  overstate  our  debts  to  the  past;  but  the  moment  has  the  su¬ 
preme  claim.” 

Based  on  my  knowledge  of  your  proud  past,  I  am  certain  that  you  will 
not  break  faith  with  those  Americans  who,  in  1918,  made  the  supreme  sac¬ 
rifice,  and  that  you  will  continue  your  splendid  record  of  service.  Rousseau, 
in  an  immortal  sentence,  said: 

“Every  man  goes  down  to  death  bearing  in  his  clutched  hands  only  that 
which  he  has  given  away.” 

You  gave  of  yourselves,  during  the  titanic  struggle  of  the  World  War; 
may  you  ever  give  the  world  that  same  splendid  example  of  love  of  man¬ 
kind. 

While  in  Glasgow  last  summer,  I  saw  a  handsome  monument  which  that 
city  had  erected  to  its  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  citizens  who  gave 
their  lives  in  the  World  War.  On  the  monument  was  this  inscription: 

“They  died  in  the  war 
That  we  in  peace  might  live; 

They  gave  their  best, 

So  we  our  best  should  give.” 
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Because  we,  business  and  professional  women,  who  are  endeavoring  to 
better  conditions  and  give  our  best  in  the  business  world,  feel  confident  that 
in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  you  will  continue  to  hold  high  the  torch  of 
service,  we  extend  to  each  of  you  our  warmest  sisterly  greeting,  and  welcome 
you  most  heartily  into  our  midst. 

“Come  in  the  evening,  or  come  in  the  morning, 

Come  when  you’re  looked  for,  or  come  without  warning, 

A  very  warm  welcome  you’ll  find  here  before  you, 

And  the  oftener  you  come  here,  the  more  we’ll  adore  you.” 

Mr.  Paul  R.  Younts,  of  Charlotte,  Department  Vice-Comman¬ 
der  of  the  American  Legion,  brought  geretings  from  the  Legion 
Convention,  which  was  in  session  in  another  part  of  the  city,  as 
follows: 

We  do  not  often  have  the  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your  splendid 
work.  We  feel  that  without  your  Organization  it  would  not  have  been 
possible  to  “carry  on”  on  the  high  plane  on  which  we  feel  the  Legion  is 
today. 

Miss  Lee  next  read  the  appointment  of  the  various  Convention 
Committees,  as  follows: 

COMMITTEE  ON  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington,  chairman;  Mrs.  R.  G.  Finley,  North 
Wilkesboro ;  Miss  Ursula  Blankenship,  Charlotte;  Miss  Irene  Thorp,  Greens¬ 
boro. 

CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE 

Miss  Nannie  Riddle,  Sanford,  chairman ;  Mrs.  Charles  Dunn,  Scotland 
Neck;  Mrs.  Paul  B.  Hulfish,  Raleigh;  Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick,  Morehead  City; 
Mrs.  W.  Y.  Abresch,  Gastonia. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Lexington,  chairman;  Mrs.  George  B.  Greer,  Lenoir; 
Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington;  Mrs.  John  Aiken,  Hickory;  Mrs.  Gertie 
Matthews,  New  Bern. 


COURTESIES  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  Winston-Salem,  chairman;  Mrs.  George  Bunker, 
Wilmington;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Enwright,  Asheville. 
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LAIASON  COMMITTEE 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  Monroe,  chairman;  Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan,  Fayetteville; 
Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Mooresville;  Mrs.  Wade  H.  Phillips,  Lexington. 

RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Haywood  Foxhall,  Tarboro,  chairman;  Mrs.  Julian  Blue,  Raeford; 
Mrs.  Gilmer  Joyce,  Monroe;  Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcocke,  Rocky  Mount;  Mrs.  N.  A. 
McEachern,  St.  Pauls. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Salisbury,  chairman;  Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann,  High  Point;  Mrs. 
F.  S.  Spruill,  Rocky  Mount. 

The  report  of  the  Credentials  Committee  was  called  for  and 
given : 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE 


Number  of  Units  in  Department .  SO 

Number  of  Units  represented  at  Convention .  28 

Number  of  Delegates  Registered .  65 

Number  of  Alternates  Registered .  14 

Number  of  National  Officers  Registered .  1 

Number  of  Department  Officers  Registered .  S 

Number  of  District  Committeewomen  Registered .  5 

Number  of  Authorized  Votes .  131 

Respectfully  submitted 


NANNIE  D.  RIDDLE 

Chairman 

The  following  committee  was  elected  to  serve  the  Convention 
as  its  Nominating  Committee: 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  Winston-Salem,  chairman;  Mrs.  C.  E.  Gresham, 
Mooresville;  Mrs.  George  Bunker,  Wilmington;  Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews,  New 
Bern;  Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Lexington. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Regulations  was 
given  as  follows  by  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  chairman: 

1.  A  speaker  shall  rise,  address  the  chair,  give  her  name  and  Unit,  and 
obtain  recognition  before  she  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

2.  No  one  shall  speak  a  second  time  on  the  same  question  if  a  member 
who  has  not  spoken  asks  for  the  floor;  and  no  member  shall  speak  more 
than  twice  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

3.  The  maker  of  a  motion  may  open  and  close  debate.  Debate  shall  be 
limited  to  three  minutes  to  each  speaker.  Debate  on  any  question  shall  be 
limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 
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4.  No  extension  of  time  shall  be  allowed  to  a  speaker  or  to  debate  on  a 
question  except  by  two-thirds  vote. 

5.  All  main  motions  shall  be  written,  signed  by  the  maker,  and  given 
the  Recording  Secretary  before  the  close  of  session  at  which  they  are  offered. 

6.  Parliamentary  procedure  as  laid  down  in  Robert’s  Rules  of  Order, 
Revised,  be  observed. 

Respectfully  submitted 

(MRS.  JOHN  T.)  AUVILA  LINDSAY  LOWE, 

Chairman 

The  Auxiliary  then  recessed,  to  reconvene  in  a  joint  session 
with  the  Legion,  this  session  being  held  in  the  LaFayette  Theater. 


JOINT  MEETING 

First  on  the  program  was  “America,”  which  was  played  by  the 
Fort  Bragg  Band,  and  sung  by  the  audience,  led  by  Miss  Virginia 
Hufty,  of  Raleigh. 

Miss  Hufty  then  sang  “Keep  the  Home  Fires  Burning,”  all 
joining  in  on  the  chorus.  Amid  much  applause,  Miss  Hufty  was 
presented  with  a  corsage  of  roses,  following  which  she  sang  sev¬ 
eral  encore  numbers. 

Legionnaire  John  H.  Cook,  Mayor  of  Fayetteville,  welcomed 
the  guests  as  follows: 

Mr.  Commander,  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  Buddies  of  the  Legion: 

I  am  sure  that  those  of  you  who  are  from  Fayetteville  will  agree  with 
me  when  I  say  that  the  only  thing  that  Fayetteville  envies  Raleigh  about  is 
that  Wade  Phillips  couldn’t  have  stuck  to  the  introduction  awhile  ago, 
when  he  said  that  Miss  Hufty  was  from  Fayetteville. 

Upon  being  informed  that  I  was  slated  to  make  an  Address  of  Welcome 
on  this  occasion,  and  realizing  my  limits  in  making  such  a  thing  as  an  ad¬ 
dress,  I  was  reminded  of  a  story  I  heard  last  year  in  Asheville  on  our  Com¬ 
mander,  Wade  Phillips,  that  went  something  like  this: 

When  Wade  was  a  little  boy  in  the  graded  school,  one  day  on  class  he 
was  chewing  gum,  and  the  teacher  saw  him  and  said,  “Wade,  haven’t  you 
something  in  your  mouth?”  Wade  said,  “No,  I  ain’t  got  nothing  in  my 
mouth,  teacher.”  The  teacher  said,  “Why,  Wade,  what  do  you  mean,  ‘I 
ain’t  got  nothing  in  my  mouth’;  where  is  your  grammar?”  Then  Wade 
said,  “She  is  dead.” 

However,  as  I  looked  into  your  faces  here  today,  and  realize  the  dangers 

and  sacrifices  you  passed  through,  and  everything  you  underwent  seven  or 
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eight  years  ago  fighting  for  that  dear  Flag,  I  really  feel  proud  that  I  have 
the  honor  of  extending  to  you  the  welcome  of  such  an  old  and  historic 
section  of  our  State  as  Fayetteville  and  the  surrounding  community,  although 
the  verbal  expressions  of  this  welcome  will  fall  far  short  of  the  real  one 
that  is  in  the  breasts  of  the  people  of  this  town  and  vicinity  that  I  am  rep¬ 
resenting.  Fayetteville  has  long  been  known  for  its  hospitality  to  strangers 
— although  we  do  not  look  upon  you  as  strangers,  but  rather  as  brothers 
and  sisters,  because  we  all  belong  to  or  are  citizens  of  the  best  State  in  our 
Nation,  and  there  has  always  been  a  bond  existing  between  us  that  will 
forever  keep  us  from  classing  one  another  as  strangers.  I  will  venture  to 
say,  in  all  seriousness,  that  there  has  never  been  a  people  to  come  into  our 
midst  for  and  in  whom  the  people  of  this  county  felt  a  more  sincere  welcome 
and  a  greater  pride  and  honor  in  having  with  us.  This  community,  as  you 
probably  know,  responded  nobly  to  every  call  of  the  President,  whether  for 
man  power,  financial  support,  or  otherwise,  during  the  World  War,  as  it 
has  always  done  in  any  emergency  of  its  governing  power.  I  want  to  say, 
in  behalf  of  Cumberland  Post,  No.  3,  which  I  believe  to  be  one  of  the 
best  Posts  in  the  State,  in  behalf  of  the  Auxiliary  of  Cumberland  Post, 
that  they  feel  highly  honored  in  having  you  with  us  today.  I  want  to  say 
further,  because  I  don’t  believe  I  would  be  doing  myself  justice  unless  I, 
in  the  presence  of  this  assembly,  expressed  to  Commander  Noel  Paton,  who 
is  also  one  of  the  State  Vice-Commanders  (applause),  and  to  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Morgan,  president  of  the  local  Auxiliary,  and  to  their  co-workers  of  the 
local  Post  and  Auxiliary,  praise  for  the  hard  work  and  effort  which  they 
have  put  out  in  the  last  several  months  toward  trying  to  make  this  a  suc¬ 
cessful  Convention;  that  I  believe  you  will  all  agree,  at  least  by  tonight,  that 
they  have  made  possible  the  best  Convention  that  has  been  held  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina.  (Applause.)  There  will  be  tendered  to  you  a  program 
of  entertainment  which  I  believe  you  will  agree  will  be  equal  to  any  pro¬ 
gram  you  have  ever  had  extended  to  you. 

I  could  stand  up  here  today  and  tell  you  something  of  the  things  that 
Fayetteville  has  done  in  the  past,  some  of  the  things  that  it  did  during  the 
World  War  and  various  other  wars;  but  I  am  not  going  to  do  so,  because 
I  don’t  believe  it  is  necessary.  Instead  of  that  I  am  just  going  to  call 
your  attention  to  really  the  one  feature  of  the  Convention  program,  and 
urge  you  to  attend  it.  At  the  hands  of  General  Bowley  and  the  men  of 
Fort  Bragg,  there  will  be  extended  to  you  this  afternoon  something  I  know 
you  all  will  appreciate  to  the  utmost;  and  to  those  of  you  who  have  never 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  accept  hospitality  and  invitations  at  the  hands  of 
General  Bowley  (applause),  I  want  to  say,  be  sure  to  go  out  to  Fort  Bragg 
early  this  afternoon,  and  participate  in  or  rather  see  the  artillery  demon¬ 
stration,  or  whatever  you  want  to  call  it,  to  be  put  on  by  the  members  of 
Fort  Bragg  and  Langley  Field.  There  will  be  a  demonstration  of  observa- 
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tion  balloon,  parachute  drops,  bombing  squadron,  and  dirigibles  that  will 
remind  you  of  the  stirring  days  of  1017  and  1918.  There  will  be  a  polo 
game,  a  baseball  game,  and  a  review  of  troops,  after  which  we  will  all  be 
presented  with  a  real  old-time  army , supper,  followed  by  a  boxing  bout,  or 
several  of  them.  Those  who  know  General  Bowley’s  hospitality,  I  say,  will 
go  without  any  urging,  but  to  those  who  have  not  been  so  fortunate,  I  want 
to  say  again,  be  sure  to  go  out  there  this  afternoon,  or  you  will  miss  some¬ 
thing  you  will  regret.  (Applause.) 

Now,  in  conclusion,  I  want  to  say  that  Fayetteville  is  yours  while  you 
are  here.  Have  just  as  good  a  time  as  you  can,  Boys  and  Ladies,  and  be 
sure  to  come  back  to  see  us  again.  Whenever  you  come,  you  will  at  all 
times  receive  a  warm  welcome.  I  thank  you. 

The  response  to  this  Address  of  Welcome  was  given  for  the  Le¬ 
gion  by  Bryce  Little,  of  Wilson,  as  follows: 

It  is  my  great  privilege,  Mr.  Mayor,  to  express  to  you,  and  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Cumberland  Post,  No.  3,  to  the  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  to  the  entire 
citizenship  of  this  great  city,  the  gratitude  and  the  sincere  thanks  of  the 
visiting  delegates  of  the  Legion  for  your  generous  spirit  of  hospitality.  May 
I  say  that  such  a  spirit  was  to  be  expected  from  a  great  municipality  that 
has  seen  fit  to  place  its  destiny  in  the  hands  of  a  Legionnaire  and  soldier. 
(Applause.) 

I  think  it  is  indeed  fitting  that  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  should 
hold  this  Convention  here.  The  very  atmosphere  of  this  city  and  county 
fires  in  us  a  new  courage,  and  leads  us  to  greater  heights.  When  we  speak 
the  very  name  of  your  county,  our  minds  go  back  to  that  historic  date  of 
1745,  when  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  in  command  of  the  British  forces  at 
the  battle  of  Culloden,  met  and  also  crushed  the  Scotch  Highlanders,  and 
marched  out,  or  went  away,  and  put  a  finish  to  the  House  of  Stuarts.  And 
to  us  who  fought  in  France,  the  name  of  Fayetteville  has  a  special  meaning. 
Those  early  settlers  who  came  across  the  Atlantic  with  brave  hearts  and 
spirit,  perchance,  never  anticipated  such  a  scene  as  that  in  1917  and  1918, 
when  millions  went  across  that  same  trackless  sea  to  share  with  France  her 
victory.  As  indicated  by  the  name  of  your  county  and  city,  this  community 
was  settled  by  a  patriotic  people,  and  on  down  through  the  years  it  has 
continued  to  make  its  contribution  to  the  State  and  to  the  Nation.  In  all 
the  military  defense  of  our  Country  this  community  has  contributed  gallant 
soldiers;  and  I  know  of  no  community  anywhere  that  has  produced  more 
unselfish  statesmen  than  has  this  very  section  of  the  great  Cape  Fear.  You 
demonstrated  again,  if  that  was  necessary,  in  the  recent  World  War,  that 
here  patriots  still  grow.  You  had  men  in  almost  all  branches  and  divisions 
of  the  service.  Your  local  company,  known  as  Company  “F”  of  the  old 
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National  Guard,  under  the  command  of  a  local  man,  made  up  an  important 
part  of  the  old  “Thirtieth  Division,”  when  it  made  that  famous  attack  upon 
the  old  Hindenburg  line.  (Applause.) 

I  must  agree  that  no  remarks  of  mine  on  this  occasion  would  be  complete 
should  I  fail  to  recognize  the  importance  of  our  great  military  fort,  located 
just  on  the  edge  of  the  city.  North  Carolina  is  proud  of  Fort  Bragg,  and 
of  the  great  work  that  is  being  done  there  under  the  supervision  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  this  popular  and  courageous  soldier  and  Legionnaire,  Gen.  A.  J. 
Bowley.  (Applause.)  In  my  humble  opinion,  North  Carolina  was  made 
richer  when  he  came  to  live  within  its  borders.  I  am  sure  that  all  of  you 
delegates  and  Legionnaires  are  rejoicing  with  me  that  a  great  part  of  this 
Convention  will  be  out  on  the  Fort  Bragg  reservation. 

Mr.  Mayor,  permit  me  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  Department,  that  the 
American  Legion  is  mindful  of  the  historic  past  of  your  city  and  county, 
and  of  the  great  contribution  that  has  been  and  is  still  being  made  here  to 
the  welfare  of  our  State  and  Nation.  We  are  truly  honored  to  be  your 
guests.  We  hope  that  the  deliberations  of  this  Convention  will  be  worthy 
of  the  traditions  of  this  patriotic  people.  We  hope  that  our  deliberations 
and  councils  will  not  be  swayed  by  acts  of  bitterness,  or  possibly  influenced 
by  prejudice  or  selfishness,  but  that  a  true  spirit  of  true  comradeship  and 
good  will  will  be  present  and  the  very  life  of  this  Convention,  so  that  the 
people  of  this  great  State  will  know  that  the  members  of  the  American 
Legion  in  North  Carolina  truly  stand  “For  God  and  Country,”  and  for  the 
upbuilding  of  the  land  in  which  we  live.  (Applause.) 

The  response  for  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  was  given  by 
Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Claverie,  President  of  the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit,  of 
Asheville: 

I  find  mere  words  but  a  poor  vehicle  when  I  attempt  to  express,  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  the  State,  our  deep  appreciation 
of  the  splendid  and  generous  welcome  accorded  us  by  your  esteemed  mayor. 

It  is  true  he  gave  expression  to  facts  that  are  well  known,  for  Fayetteville 
has  long  been  famous  for  that  type  of  true  Southern  hospitality,  to  the 
memory  of  which  the  passing  years  seem  but  to  add ;  and  with  such  a  ring¬ 
ing  of  deep  sincerity  that  we  cannot  but  be  convinced  that  the  choice  of 
Fayetteville  for  this  Convention  was  a  happy  one. 

It  is  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  meet  in  this  city.  There  are  few 
cities  in  the  United  States  richer  in  historic  lore,  and  none  possessing  a 
higher  type  of  patriotism  than  your  own  citizens.  Here,  almost  on  the  site 
of  the  great  military  camp  which  you  so  fortunately  possess,  have  been 
recorded  deeds  of  heroism,  and  I  may  say  that  Fayetteville  immortalized 
herself  when  she  adopted  the  name  of  that  illustrious  son  of  France  who 
contributed  so  much  to  the  great  fight  for  American  Independence. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


73 


These  annual  gatherings  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  Auxiliary,  whether  they  be  State  or  National,  are  productive  of  lasting 
results,  when  we  consider  the  better  understanding  and  the  fuller  knowledge 
of  each  other  which  they  bring.  The  guns  of  war  have  long  since  been 
silent,  thank  God.  The  battle  of  life  is  a  long  and  a  hard  campaign,  but 
every  little  while  comes  the  bivouac,  when,  forgetting  all  that  has  gone  be¬ 
fore,  we  revel  for  a  time  in  the  joys  of  living.  This  little  lull  in  the  battle 
makes  us  all  feel  that,  after  all,  life  is  worth  fighting  for,  and  that  the  same 
life  without  friends  would  be  a  long  and  dreary  march  indeed. 

In  again  thanking  your  honorable  Mayor  for  his  cordial  welcome,  I  feel 
sure  that  we  will  in  every  way  endeavor  to  make  ourselves  worthy  of  the 
sentiments  he  so  eloquently  expressed.  (Applause.) 

Major  Charles  Manly  Stedman,  the  only  surviving  Confederate 
soldier  in  Congress,  was  presented  by  Commander  Phillips.  The 
band  struck  up  “Dixie,”  accompanied  by  wild  yells  and  much  ap¬ 
plause.  Major  Stedman  said: 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen: 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  be  here  today.  This  dear  old  town  was 
the  home  of  my  boyhood  days,  and  many  of  the  most  pleasant  memories 
of  my  life  are  connected  with  it.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  deliver  an  extended 
address  today.  My  heart  would  prompt  me  to  do  so,  but  my  words  would 
fail  me.  I  appreciate  very  highly  the  honor  paid  me  by  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  in  naming  me  the  honor  guest  of  this  occasion.  That  Organization  rep¬ 
resents  the  highest  ideals  of  American  civilization.  For  the  assistance  it  has 
rendered  its  heroic  comrades  of  the  World  War  and  those  dependent  upon 
them,  it  deserves  the  gratitude  of  every  citizen  of  this  Republic.  (Ap¬ 
plause.) 

A  Confederate  soldier,  Mr.  H.  R.  Horne,  of  Fayetteville,  was 
next  presented. 

Commander  Wade  H.  Phillips  presented  Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan, 
President  of  Cumberland  Unit  of  the  Auxiliary,  who  said: 

Mr.  Commander,  Madame  President,  Legionnaires,  and  Women  of  the  Am¬ 
erican  Legion  Auxiliary: 

We  have  a  signal  honor  in  having  with  us  today  the  mother  of  our 
Auxiliary,  the  sweetheart  of  the  Legion,  the  woman  who  organized  our 
Auxiliary,  and  who  taught  us  how  to  walk,  who  has  represented  us  as 
National  Executive  Committeewoman,  and  who  has  now  brought  to  our 
South  the  distinct  honor  of  being  National  Vice-President.  It  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  present  to  you  Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  of  Salisbury,  North 
Carolina.  (Applause.) 
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Mrs.  Burt  responded: 

Mr.  Commander,  Madame  President,  Mrs.  Morgan: 

It  seems  that  I  am  in  a  very  peculiar  position  this  morning,  because  I 
wrote  a  very  wonderful  speech — as  I  was  to  introduce  our  National  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Mrs.  Oliphant,  who  is  unable  to 
come.  I  can’t  make  a  speech,  but  I  want  to  tell  you  that  you  are  in  my 
heart.  You  have  always  been  in  my  heart ;  I  have  always  loved  you. 

Mrs.  Morgan  spoke  of  me  as  the  mother  of  the  Auxiliary;  I  think  she 
should  have  said  grandmother  of  the  Auxiliary,  because  that  is  really  what 
I  am ;  and  nobody  knows  how  great  a  pleasure  it  is  to  a  woman  to  be  called 
the  sweetheart  of  the  Legion,  when  she  is  really  in  truth  a  grandmother. 
(Applause.) 

* 

It  has  given  me  great  pleasure,  and  it  has  been  a  great  honor,  to  serve  the 
Southern  Division  this  year  as  National  Vice-President.  I  have  represented 
fourteen  States,  and  a  membership  of  25,826  women.  The  work  of  these 
States  this  year  has  been  perfectly  wonderful.  We  have  come  up  in  mem¬ 
bership  to  last  year,  but  we  have  not  exceeded  it.  That  is  the  only  com¬ 
plaint  that  I  have  to  make  of  the  Legion,  or  the  Auxiliary,  in  the  South. 
We  have  the  brain,  we  certainly  have  it  in  our  Southland,  we  have  the 
gallantry  of  our  men  and  the  beauty  of  our  women,  but  we  have  not  the 
membership  that  we  should  have  to  put  things  over  in  the  National  Con¬ 
vention.  I  blame  the  boys  partly;  but  the  women  also.  We  women  are  a 
little  too  modest  in  talking  about  it,  and  somehow  the  boys  are  rather 
modest,  too,  and  we  haven’t  encouraged  the  women  to  join  the  Auxiliary  as 
we  should  have  done.  I  want  you  men  to  think  of  the  Auxiliary  in  the 
possessive  case.  It’s  yours;  it  is  your  Auxiliary.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of 
serving  you.  It  was  organized  “For  God  and  Country”  and  the  American 
Legion.  Now,  if  you  don’t  use  that  Auxiliary,  if  you  don’t  organize  one 
to  your  Post  and  use  that  Auxiliary,  you  haven’t  completed  your  Legion 
work.  Go  back  home  and  organize  an  Auxiliary  Unit,  and  you  will  double 
your  membership,  and  then  help  the  women  and  use  them.  You  cannot 
have  greater  help  than  your  wives,  your  mothers  and  sisters,  and  your 
daughters,  and  they  should  be  in  the  Organization  to  serve  you.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  the  Auxiliary  did  nothing  more  than  to  show  the  apprecia¬ 
tion  and  love  and  esteem  of  your  women  for  you,  it  would  be  worthy  to 
live;  but  of  course  we  do  more  than  that.  We  do  a  great  deal  more  than 
that.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  details. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present  to  you  this  morning  a  woman  who  is, 
I  deem,  one  of  the  smartest  women  of  the  Southern  Division.  Our  National 
President  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Mrs.  O.  D.  Oliphant,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  ill  health,  cannot  be  present  and  sends  her  regrets,  and  I  regret 
that  she  cannot  be  with  us,  so  it  is  my  honor  and  pleasure  to  now  present 
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to  you  Mrs.  A.  F.  McKissick,  of  Greenville,  S.  C.,  past  Department  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  at  present  National  Committeewoman.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  A.  F.  McKissick: 

Mr.  Commander,  Mrs.  Burt,  and  Madame  President: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  to  bring  you  a  message  in  the  place 
of  our  National  President.  Mrs.  Burt  said  that  she  was  in  a  bad  fix,  having 
written  her  speech  and  not  having  its  subject  here ;  but  I  am  in  a  worse  fix 
than  that,  because  I  have  no  speech,  and  she  has  called  on  me  to  substitute 
for  a  woman  who,  I  think,  has  ably  represented  us  in  our  National  affairs 
this  year. 

We  are  the  women  who  love  you,  we  are  the  women  who  gave  you  to  the 
service  of  our  Country,  and  if  we  shed  tears,  we  tried  to  shed  them  behind 
your  backs  that  you  might  not  know  what  your  going  cost  us.  We  are  the 
women  who  welcomed  you  back  home  again,  who  pledged  to  you  our  ser¬ 
vices  and  our  devotion,  and  now  again  I  pledge  to  you  from  both  the  Na¬ 
tional  and  our  State  Departments  of  the  Southern  Division  our  loyal  es¬ 
teem,  our  devotion,  our  lives,  and  our  co-operation  in  everything  that  the 
American  Legion  undertakes  for  the  betterment  of  humanity.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  Burt  has  asked  me  to  tell  you  of  our  work  in  South  Carolina,  of  our 
opportunity  schools.  They  were  started  four  years  ago,  as  an  outgrowth 
of  the  night  schools  that  we  were  having  for  the  illiterate.  We  started 
these  schools  at  two  of  the  colleges  of  the  State — the  first  one  for  women. 
The  next  year  we  started  one  for  men,  and  an  ex-soldier  came  to  me  and 
asked  if  he  could  have  the  opportunity  to  go  to  school.  He  said,  ‘‘Mrs. 
McKissick,  I  carried  my  wife’s  letters  in  my  pocket  for  weeks  overseas  be¬ 
cause  I  could  not  read  what  she  had  written.”  He  was  one  of  the  first  pu¬ 
pils  to  be  sent  to  the  opportunity  school  for  men.  The  second  year  we 
had  eighty  pupils;  this  year  we  had  one  hundred  forty-seven.  We  had  ninety- 
odd  women  at  the  school  for  women.  These  men  give  up  their  salaries, 
they  give  up  the  wages  they  are  making  at  the  mills,  they  give  up  every¬ 
thing  to  go  for  one  month  to  school  from  early  in  the  morning  until  it  is 
bedtime  at  night.  They  are  ever  meeting  other  men  from  all  other  schools, 
and  they  are  realizing  that  the  men  that  live  in  the  foothills  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  are  exactly  the  same  men  as  those  that  live  on  the  seacoast.  Last 
year,  the  night  before  we  held  the  closing,  this  same  ex-soldier  I  was  telling 
you  about  followed  me  with  a  request.  He  said  that  they  had  found  that 
the  college  did  not  have  the  Flag  of  our  Country,  and  that  the  pupils  had 
taken  up  a  collection  from  their  scant  savings,  and  wanted  to  know  if  I 
could  not  get  them  a  United  States  Flag,  and  have  it  there  by  eight  o’clock 
the  next  morning,  so  that  they  might  present  it  to  the  college  as  a  token 
of  their  appreciation.  The  Flag  was  there.  It  was  given  to  the  college, 
and  the  next  night  I  met  a  group  of  eleven  of  these  men  who  were  talking 
about  it.  One  of  them  said,  “You  know,  that  Flag  cost  so  little  compared 
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to  what  we  thought  it  would,  that  we  have  lots  of  money  to  buy  a  drinking 
fountain,  and  we  men,  the  mechanics  from  these  mills,  are  going  to  get  it, 
and  bring  it  back  next  Saturday  so  that  when  those  boys  come  to  college 
the  first  of  September  they  will  find  a  drinking  fountain  on  the  grounds, 
and  then  they  will  know  we  appreciate  what  we  have  had  this  year.”  The 
opportunity  schools  have  been  financed,  in  a  large  measure,  by  the  Auxiliary 
and  the  Legion.  Of  the  one  hundred  forty-four  men  and  ninety-odd  women, 
fifty-seven  had  their  scholarships  paid  by  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  this 
year.  This  means  an  outlay  on  the  Auxiliary’s  part  of  over  twelve  hundred 
dollars.  In  addition  to  this,  we  have  paid  for  what  wre  call  the  follow-up 
work.  Instead  of  letting  these  students,  as  they  call  themselves,  go  from 
one  office  to  the  next  office,  we  send  them  lessons  every  two  weeks, 
with  a  stamped  envelope  to  be  returned  to  the  State  Supervisor  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Education.  You  have  no  idea  of  the  amount  of  good  those 

lessons  do.  We  think  that  it  was  due  to  those  lessons  that  we  have  the 

increase  of  men  this  year.  I  know  of  no  better  work  that  is  being  done 

than  that,  to  lift  the  stigma  of  illiteracy  from  our  State.  That  is  the  work 
that  our  Auxiliary  and  our  Legion  have  done  in  a  large  measure  this  past 
year,  the  past  three  years  in  fact,  and  we  think  it  has  been  worth  while. 
We  are  going  to  carry  it  on,  we  hope,  until  the  day  will  come  when  South 
Carolina  will  not  be  next  to  the  bottom  of  the  illiterate  list,  but  nearer  the 
top. 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  State  President,  then  addressed  a  few  words 
to  the  Convention,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Commander,  Members  of  the  American  Legion  and  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  and  Distinguished  Visitors: 

As  you  probably  know,  there  was  recently  completed  in  Indianapolis  the 
new  National  Headquarters  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  Auxiliary.  The  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  in  North  Carolina  have  had 
a  unique  part  in  the  furnishing  of  this  new  Headquarters.  In  honor  of  Mrs. 
Burt,  because  we  love  her,  and  because  we  are  proud  of  her,  we  have  placed 
a  piece  of  furniture  in  the  office  of  the  National  President  of  the  Auxiliary, 
where  it  will  be  a  daily  reminder  of  Mrs.  Burt’s  love  for  and  loyalty  to 
the  principles  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
and  serve  as  a  constant  inspiration  to  service  like  hers.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  of  Salisbury,  responded  thusly: 

I  didn’t  know  a  thing  about  this.  My  heart  is  just  so  full  of  love  and 
appreciation  that  I  can’t  say  a  thing.  But  I  thank  you,  and  I  love  you. 
(Applause.) 
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Three  Confederate  soldiers  present — Mr.  Marshall  Williams, 
Mr.  H.  R.  Horne,  and  Major  Stedman — were  requested  to  stand 
up,  and  were  saluted  by  the  entire  Convention. 

Commander  Phillips  then  took  the  floor: 

Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  am  in  more  or  less  of  a  quandary.  For  the 
first  time  in  my  life  I  am  to  function  in  place  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
our  State.  I  don’t  have  any  of  the  qualifications  to  make  myself  his 
speaker.  I  don’t  know  what  he  would  say  if  he  were  here,  so  I  am  going 
to  introduce  this  next  speaker  of  ours  in  my  own  way.  If  I  don’t  suit 
Governor  McLean,  he  will  have  to  do  the  best  he  can  about  it.  (From  the 
Convention  floor:  “Ain’t  it  hot?”) 

We  are  more  and  more  inclined  to  call  in  some  of  our  own  rank  when  we 
have  our  Conventions,  and  we  have  here  a  man  whose  conduct  and  service 
was  distinguished  in  time  of  war,  and  whose  deeds  in  time  of  peace  rank 
him  with  our  first  citizens.  I  am  going  to  present  this  man  to  you  today. 
He  comes  from  our  sister  Department  on  the  South,  where  the  men  fight 
a  great  deal,  as  they  do  in  our  good  old  Tarheel  State,  and  the  main  differ¬ 
ence  with  us,  I  believe,  is  a  few  miles  and  a  little  matter  of  roads.  This 
man  himself  was  a  soldier  throughout  the  World  War.  He  belonged  to 
that  famous  Forty-Second  or  Rainbow  Division,  which  was  a  sort  of  shock 
outfit  that  went  over  to  flirt  with  the  enemy  until  the  remainder  of  the 
Army  could  get  there ;  but  in  their  operations  as  one  of  the  first  divisions 
they  had  to  do  also  a  good  deal  of  rather  bloody  fighting.  Now  this  man 
is  a  fighter  primarily.  When  you  see  him,  you  will  see  the  jaw,  you  will 
see  the  physique,  and  you  will  hear  the  voice  of  a  fighting  man.  If  he 
shoots  his  phrases  at  you  somewhat  like  a  machine  gun,  why  I  want  you 
to  know  it’s  not  put  on,  it’s  just  natural,  and  the  kind  of  man  he  is.  I 
expect  he  has  hair  on  his  chest.  It’s  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I 
present  to  you  today  Col.  Monroe  Johnson,  who  just  as  soon  as  he  took  off 
his  military  uniform  put  on  the  fighting  uniform  of  the  American  Legion, 
and  he  has  been  fighting  for  our  principles  ever  since.  If  you  had  seen  him 
in  action  in  our  National  Committee  meeting,  or  at  the  National  Conven¬ 
tion,  you  would  know  he  is  a  man  that  makes  his  voice  heard  wherever 
Legion  work  is  carried  on,  and  wherever  our  principles  are  put  into  prac¬ 
tice.  I  say,  again,  it  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  delight  that  I 
present  Legionnaire  Monroe  Johnson,  of  Marion,  S.  C.,  who  will  address 
you.  (Applause  and  yells.) 

Col.  Monroe  Johnson: 

Mr.  Commander,  Madame  President,  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  Legion¬ 
naires: 

No  apology  is  necessary  to  me  because  I  was  not  introduced  by  the 
Governor  of  North  Carolina,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned.  As  part  of  the 
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Convention,  I  would  rather  be  introduced  by  the  Department  Commander 
at  the  State  Convention  or  by  the  National  Commander  at  the  National 
Convention,  than  by  the  Governor  of  the  respective  States  or  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States.  (Applause.) 

To  my  mind,  whoever  is  in  charge  of  this  Department  has  more  oppor¬ 
tunities  and  more  human  responsibilities  than  Governor  McLean  of  North 
Carolina,  and  the  National  Commander  of  the  American  Legion  has  more 
opportunity  to  serve  humanity,  God,  and  Country  than  has  President  Cool- 
idge.  The  Governors  of  our  various  States  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  have  a  beaten  path  from  which  they  cannot  vary  to  any  great  extent. 
They  are  busy  following  the  lines  of  history;  whereas  when  we  are  doing 
our  duty  we  are  making  history  for  future  Presidents  and  future  Gover¬ 
nors  to  observe.  (Applause.)  But  that  is  merely  an  opportunity,  and,  as 
Legionnaires,  if  you  are  not  observant  of  your  opportunity,  you  are  not 
living  for  God  and  Country. 

Most  of  us,  at  least,  are  rather  young  citizens.  And  if  we  performed 
some  stupendous  tasks,  we  only  further  indebted  ourselves  to  this  Nation, 
and  I  really  do  not  envy  the  citizen  who  did  not  enjoy  the  opportunity 
you  had,  to  fight  under  that  Flag.  Don’t  for  an  instant  think  that  the  debt 
which  you  will  owe  for  the  rest  of  your  life  is  reduced  one  iota  because  you 
went  to  France!  (Applause.)  If  you  have  any  hallucinations  like  that, 
you  must  not  have  been  a  good  soldier.  You  are  not  a  good  citizen.  And, 
I  say,  your  interest  in  the  making  of  history,  as  it  is  recorded,  is  an  intelli¬ 
gent  interest  to  guide  your  footsteps  in  the  future.  At  our  age  we  are  look¬ 
ing  to  the  future.  It’s  up  to  us  to  see,  when  the  next  war  comes,  that  our 
forces  shall  have  the  best  possible  opportunities  to  fight  for  a  just  cause,  and 
to  be  victorious.  Our  interest  in  history,  therefore,  is  simply  to  guide  us, 
and  make  us  sure  of  what  we  do.  To  properly  understand  that,  you  should 
fully  appreciate  your  Nation,  your  Country,  and  your  fellow-man,  and  we 
don’t  appreciate,  we  don’t  begin  to  appreciate  what  God  has  done  for  this 
territory,  which  He  saved  for  our  use  until  about  sixteen  hundred.  I  say, 
you  can’t  begin  to  appreciate — you  can,  but  you  don’t — what  has  happened 
here  in  four  hundred  years.  You  don’t  realize  that  never  in  the  history  of 
the  world  has  such  a  Nation  existed  as  this  Nation,  of  which  you  and  I, 
and  you,  and  you,  are  members.  And  you  are  just  as  good  a  member  of  it 
as  you  care  to  make  yourself  big,  and  you  are  just  as  small  as  through 
your  negligence  you  are. 

Did  you  observe  this  morning  our  hoary  headed  hero  of  the  greatest 
Army  that  the  human  race  ever  put  in  the  field,  come  into  your  presence 
amidst  your  wild  applause — and  I  don’t  except  our  Army.  (Applause.)  Did 
you  observe  him  as  he  came  into  this  American  Legion  Convention  before 
this  Organization,  functioning  for  God  and  Country,  and  the  Stars  and 
Stripes?  Did  you  see  that  Confederate  Congressman  (meaning  Congress¬ 
man  Stedman),  this  grand  old  man,  did  you  observe  him  stand  at  attention 
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when  they  played  the  Star  Spangled  Banner?  Did  you?  That  is  America; 
that  is  America !  I  come  from  South  Carolina ;  you  come  from  North 
Carolina.  You  are  from  that  section  of  the  United  States  whose  neck  was 
under  the  robust  heel  of  a  conquering  army.  You,  as  I,  know  what  our 
forebears  suffered  fighting  for  that  Flag;  your  fathers,  your  uncles,  fought 
for  that  Flag,  honestly  believing  that  they  were  right;  and  God  knows  they 
were  right.  (Wild  applause.)  And  you,  in  turn,  put  on  your  uniforms  and 
went  to  France  and  were  prepared  to  die,  if  necessary,  for  that  same  Flag. 
(Applause.)  And  we  came  back,  with  our  brothers  and  comrades  at  arms 
lying  on  the  battlefields  of  France  today,  for  that  Flag.  These  honored 
gentlemen,  the  Confederates,  salute  that  same  Flag  for  brothers  lying  on 
the  fields  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  Against  that  Flag!  I  say,  it’s 
a  miracle.  There  never  was  such  a  people !  And  it’s  not  because  you  are 
such  a  people,  it  is  because  God  gave  you  a  place  that  makes  people.  And 
don’t  think  that  they  only  grow  good  in  North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
and  below  the  Mason  and  Dixon  Line,  for  God  knows  they  grow  all  over 
this  Country  of  ours,  and  they  are  just  like  you,  and  they  are  just  like  me. 
(Applause.)  Get  away  from  the  idea  that  the  Southern  gentleman  is  the 
only  gentleman.  A  gentleman  is  a  gentleman  wherever  you  find  him. 
whether  he  comes  from  here  or  there.  And  a  soldier  is  a  soldier,  and  those 
boys  from  Michigan,  Indiana,  Ohio,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Alabama, 
South  Carolina,  North  Carolina — from  all  over  the  Union — did  the  same 
thing.  When  it  took  a  hero  to  go,  they  all  did  it.  There  is  no  difference 
in  them.  We  are  merely  citizens.  Why?  Because  God  said  at  Gettys¬ 
burg,  “the  South  shall  not  prevail.”  Why  did  Gettysburg  go  to  the  North? 
Nobody  knows.  Perhaps  God  said  it  would  go  to  the  North,  “Because,” 
he  said,  “some  day  my  civilization  will  be  challenged,  and  I  will  save  them 
for  that  day;”  and,  boys,  we  were  ready.  Get  it  out  of  your  minds  that 
the  South  is  being  done  an  injustice,  that  we  are  not  getting  what  we  are 
due.  Do  you  know  that  right  recently,  under  a  Republican  administra¬ 
tion,  a  coin  has  been  stamped,  in  the  mints  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  on  that  coin  it  says  “In  God  We  Trust,”  and  on  the  other  side  there  is 
a  picture  of  Lee,  Jackson,  and  all  that  gray-haired  host?  (Applause.) 
Does  that  look  like  persecution  of  the  South?  Is  there  a  parallel  in  the 
human  race?  Is  there  anything  like  it  in  the  history  of  the  world? 

Now  we  are  perfectly  accustomed  in  the  United  States  occasionally  to 
expect  small  favors  at  the  hands  of  the  National  Government  at  long  in¬ 
tervals — when  we  may  have  a  Democratic  President;  but  even  then  there 
have  been  no  signal  honors  to  the  South.  I  have  thought,  and  you  have 
thought,  that  we  of  the  South  did  not  enjoy  the  full  advantage  of  a  good 
Nation.  If  we  do  not,  it  is  because  we  put  on  our  hearts  the  cause  of 
those  heroes  that  we  loved,  possibly,  too  well.  We  didn’t  keep  our  eyes 
open,  we  didn’t  participate  with  our  reserve,  in  the  activities  of  our  Gov¬ 
ernment.  We  thought  that  all  good  men  and  women  lived  South ;  but 
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there  are  just  as  many  good  men  and  women  in  the  North  as  there  are  in 
-  the  South.  Loyalty  to  the  South  has  been  proven  by  the  fact  that  the 
National  Government  has  put  a  coin  in  its  markets  of  exchange,  saying 
that  Lee,  and  Jackson,  and  all  those  comrades  at  arms,  are  citizens  of  these 
United  States.  All  the  United  States  does  them  honor,  and  one  would  have 
their  memory  live  forever.  (Applause.)  I  ask  you,  Legionnaires,  could 
you  have  your  Government  say  more,  and  isn’t  that  the  only  rankling 
grievance  that  the  South  has  ever  had,  and  shouldn’t  that  cure  it,  and  be  an 
assurance  to  you,  that  they  appreciate  and  we  appreciate,  since  this  last 
war,  that  we  are  all  the  same  people,  with  the  same  aspirations,  the  same 
integrity  of  purpose,  the  same  high  motives  of  patriotism,  the  patriotism 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States? 

And,  gentlemen,  we  should  consider  the  fact  that  history  shows  these 
things  even  in  very  recent  times,  that  we  went  through  a  war  honorably, 
that  we  should  be  proud  of  our  privileges,  and  our  ambition  should  be  so 
to  live,  individually,  that  when  we  die  the  world  will  be  better  than  be¬ 
fore  we  lived,  and  that  consciousness  is  sufficient  consideration  for  all  the 
energy  involved,  for  you  will  get  nothing  out  of  this  life  except,  if  you  are 
the  proper  sort  of  a  citizen,  a  consciousness  of  having  done  your  duty  to 
your  fellow-man.  Nothing  more  can  you  take  away.  So  much  for  you 
individually. 

This  Legion  is  too  young  to  have  a  history,  but  it  has  a  history,  and  I 
am  sorry  Legionnaires  are  not  sufficiently  conversant  with  our  history. 
I  don’t  for  a  moment  propose  to  attempt  to  go  through  the  history  of  the 
American  Legion,  but  I  do  want  to  say  a  few  words  about  one  or  two 
ideas  Both  this  Legion  and  this  Nation  are  going  right  on.  Such  things 
as  failure  or  meager  results  are  impossible.  America,  the  United  States, 
never  does  anything  unless  it  is  considerably  over  and  beyond  the  best 
offered  by  the  rest  of  the  world.  We  do  that,  as  I  say,  not  because  God 
selected  certain  individuals  from  all  over  the  world  and  placed  them  in  the 
United  States,  nor  by  reason  of  better  blood  or  better  backbones  or  better 
ideas;  it’s  the  soil  in  which  we  grow.  Failure  is  an  impossibility.  It  can¬ 
not  be  even  contemplated.  We  have  people  of  every  origin.  We  have 
been  melted  together,  and  this  is  the  result.  We  are  a  superior  people 
because  of  the  soil  in  which  we  grow.  This  Nation  and  this  Legion  are 
going  on.  There  is  not  the  least  possible  doubt  along  that  line.  You  are 
just  such  part  as  you  take  in  it,  you  are  just  such  part  as  you  give  to  God 
and  Country.  Don’t  think  for  an  instant  that  you  can  withdraw  your 
support  from  the  activities  of  your  Nation  or  of  your  American  Legion, 
and  that  it  will  falter  one  instant.  The  American  Legion  is  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  you  to  serve  your  Nation.  Now,  if  you  will  take  it  and  serve 
you  have  taken  advantage  of  your  opportunity.  You  can  serve  the  Nation 
whether  you  are  in  the  Legion  or  not.  We  have  not  got  a  corner  on  pa¬ 
triotism  for  one  instant.  There  are  just  as  patriotic  citizens,  who  did  just 
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as  effective  service  while  you  were  fighting  in  France  as  you  were  per¬ 
forming.  (Applause.)  It  takes  twenty-five  or  thirty  people  for  each  man 
in  the  Army,  and  in  the  Army  itself  it  takes  five  or  six  to  have  one  man 
on  the  firing  line.  Don’t  think  that  the  three-quarters  of  a  million  men  in 
the  American  Legion  were  the  sum  total  of  patriotic  citizens  in  the  United 
States.  If  you  do,  you  will  make  an  awful  mistake  and  handicap  your 
entire  Nation.  It’s  not  up  to  you  or  me,  or  up  to  any  of  us,  to  pass  judg¬ 
ment  on  who  was  a  patriotic  citizen  and  who  was  not.  It’s  none  of  your 
business.  The  man  who  was  not  patriotic,  or  the  woman  who  was  not 
patriotic,  believe  me,  has  good  and  sufficient  and  adequate  punishment  in 
this  world  (applause),  and  the  punishment  that  they  will  get  in  the  next  is 
unparalleled,  so  you  haven’t  anything  to  worry  about  there  at  all.  That 
will  settle  itself. 

Now  an  American  Legion  Post  is  an  opportunity  and  an  asset  to  every 
community  in  which  it  is  situated,  in  the  United  States  at  large,  just  as  is 
Cumberland  Post,  No.  3,  to  Fayetteville.  It  is  as  much  a  monument 
as  the  beautiful  bank  building  that  is  going  up  on  the  corner  here  (ap¬ 
plause),  and  I  will  warrant  you  that  the  Legionnaires  in  Fayetteville  will 
point  with  pride  to  that  wonderful  skyscraper,  but  that  they  will  never 
do  so  that  it  will  not  remind  them  of  the  American  Legion.  Now  I  have 
belonged  to  a  Post  as  long  as  there  has  been  a  Legion,  and  I  am  going  to 
belong  as  long  as  I  am  here.  I  know  the  shortcomings  and  the  hard¬ 
ships,  and  I  say  that  I  had  rather  that  that  bank  building  be  torn  to  the 
ground  than  that  this  Cumberland  Post  should  lose  its  activity.  There  is 
no  other  medium  in  the  United  States,  North  Carolina,  or  Fayetteville, 
through  which  you  can  appeal  in  one  language  that  will  be  so  understood — 
by  every  representative  of  every  political  party,  of  every  church,  of  every 
creed;  and,  thank  God,  you  can’t  put  anything  over!  (Applause.)  The 
American  Legion  cannot  go  into  politics,  it  cannot  go  into  church  (ap¬ 
plause  and  yells),  it  cannot  go  into  any  activity  that  doesn’t  rest  one  hun¬ 
dred  per  cent,  on  the  acid-proof  test  of  “For  God  and  Country.”  (Ap¬ 
plause.)  Now,  nobody  deserves  any  credit  for  that,  because  the  American 
Army  was  made  of  the  people  from  the  United  States,  and  from  nowhere 
else,  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  belong  to  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and 
to  every  other  known  thing!  Put  over  politics  in  the  Legion,  if  you  can, 
and  see  how  far  you  get  with  it.  It  stops  before  you  say  it,  and  if  you 
are  wise,  that  is  where  it  stops.  It  never  can  be  done,  gentlemen;  it  never 
can  be  done.  It’s  our  greatest  possible  asset,  and  I  am  talking  to  you 
people  outside  of  the  Legion  just  as  much  as  I  am  to  the  people  in  the  Le¬ 
gion.  You  can  go  into  the  Legion  and  know  that  you  are  absolutely  for¬ 
bidden,  though  not  by  a  written  rule,  to  make  any  move  that  is  not  for 
God  and  Country.  It  was  written  before  we  organized  it;  it  was  written 
because  the  people  of  the  United  States  belong  to  everything.  We  are  the 
greatest  “belongers”  that  ever  lived.  We  belong.  (Applause.)  Now, 
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every  community  in  the  United  States  has  this  Organization  with  them, 
and  it  is  open  to  every  eligible  good  citizen,  and  it  is  just  as  much  to  your 
interest  as  it  is  to  the  eligible  outside  of  the  Legion,  to  see  that  he  is  in  it, 
because,  if  he  is  in  it,  he  is  out  of  harm’s  way.  Now  we  don’t  think  for  an 
instant  that  we  of  the  Army  are  any  better  than  anybody  else  We  know, 
and  are  conscious  of  the  fact,  that  we  are  just  plain,  ordinary,  American 
citizens,  that  under  the  thrill  and  glare  of  battle,  with  that  Flag  hidden 
where  they  couldn’t  find  it  and  shoot  it  to  pieces,  and  on  the  field  of 
patriotism,  on  the  high  plane  of  what  we  conceived  our  duty,  we  did  then 
what  we  couldn’t  do  on  the  street,  and  you  wouldn’t  do  on  the  street,  but 
you,  God  knows,  would  have  done  the  same  on  the  field  of  battle.  We 
know  that.  We  haven’t  false  ideas  of  the  hero  stuff  at  all.  We  may  have 
had  it  one  time,  when  some  of  us  thought  that  we  were  to  come  home  and 
take  charge  of  the  United  States  and  run  it  to  suit  ourselves.  Some  of  us 
were  very  much  disappointed  when  the  President  didn’t  meet  us  at  the  boat 
and  give  us  the  key  to  the  United  States.  (Applause.)  Really,  some  of  the 
young  ones  believed  it;  and  I  know  some  of  you  saw  your  sons,  when,  for 
a  year  or  two,  they  looked  despondent,  and  wouldn’t  talk  about  the  war. 
They  weren’t  discouraged  about  the  war,  they  were  sort  of  puffed  up  that 
they  weren’t  made  Governor,  that  was  all  the  trouble.  They’re  all  right 
now.  They  have  come  home,  and  they  can  take  just  that  part  of  the 
United  States  that  they  prove  to  their  fellows  they  are  capable  of  handling; 
but  you  are  not  going  to  give  them  steam-rollers  if  they  ought  to  have 
velocipedes.  (Applause.)  We  understand  it  now.  We  know  that  there 
were  the  fellows  at  home  who  got  the  Irish  potatoes  to  us,  and  they  didn’t 
have  the  opportunity  to  go.  We  want  the  offices  in  the  United  States, 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  this  county,  and  in  every  county  and  State, 
to  be  given  to  those  men  who  are  going  to  give  us  a  government  of  this 
community  and  this  State  and  this  Nation  that  is  for  God  and  Country, 
and  damn  his  party!  (Applause.)  That  is  exactly  what  we  want,  and 
just  what  you  want,  but  we  differ  a  little  as  to  how  to  get  it.  Sometimes 
the  Legion  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States  has  been  fooled,  although 
we  know  that  we  can’t  go  into  politics.  Here  is  a  man  in  politics  that  the 
Legion  backs  up.  All  right,  you  work  for  him,  and  you  elect  him,  and 
then  you  find  out  he  is  the  biggest  humbug  you  ever  saw.  Yes,  they  fooled 
the  Legion  once  or  twice,  but  that  has  not  hurt  the  Legion;  and  even  if 
he  was  a  failure  you  can  forgive  him,  unless  he  was  a  Republican  and  you 
a  Democrat !  But,  there  is  the  citizen  who  is  “for  God  and  Country.” 
Get  behind  him,  and  put  the  Legion  on  the  map.  We  have  cut  some  teeth 
in  a  few  places,  but  where  are  they?  We  are  not  going  into  politics  any 
more,  and  why  ?  In  a  general  way,  without  any  specifications,  we  know 
that  God  rules  the  universe  and  the  destiny  of  man.  And,  gentlemen,  the 
greatest  thing  that  we  have  got  to  do,  is  to  convince  the  man  on  the 
street  that  the  American  Legion  is  absolutely,  irrevocably,  bound  to  those 
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principles  which  on  their  face  say,  “for  God  and  Country.”  It  is  to  his  in¬ 
terest  and  to  your  interest  to  get  the  men  outside  of  the  Legion  in  the 
Legion,  and  when  we  get  them  in  the  Legion,  to  co-operate  with  them, 
and  let  them  have  real  clean  men’s  work  in  the  community  to  perform. 
When  we  do  that,  when  we  get  the  man  on  the  street  to  understand  that 
it  is  to  his  interest  to  come  in,  then  if  he  does  not  come  in,  he  is  losing 
an  opportunity.  Then  there  is  the  man  who  is  not  seriously  addressing 
himself  to  the  problems  of  his  Country.  You  may  lose  a  member  there, 
but  as  a  Legionnaire  you  lose  nothing,  because  we  have  three  quarters  of  a 
million  men  in  this  American  Legion,  and  when  we  three-quarters  of  a  mil¬ 
lion  men  say  any  one  thing,  and  that  one  thing  represents  “For  God  and 
Country,”  I  would  like  to  know  who  will  answer  it.  I  don’t  think  we 
have  got  to  have  all  the  eligibles  outside  of  the  Legion.  We  have  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  men,  and  we  can’t  say  any  prejudiced  thing;  we  are 
absolutely  bound  when  we  say  any  one  thing,  it’s  got  to  stand  the  test  “For 
God  and  Country”;  but  when  three-quarters  of  a  million  men  in  the  United 
States  say  that,  there  is  no  answer,  there  is  no  answer,  for  less  than  that 
number  said  what  was  right  in  the  first  Argonne,  and  the  Germans 
couldn’t  answer  it  (Applause)  ;  and  the  millions  said  it  in  the  second 
Argonne  and  they  yelled  for  an  Armistice.  (Applause.)  Now,  don’t 
misunderstand  me,  I  am  not  disregarding  the  Frenchmen,  nor  the  Canadians, 
nor  the  rest  of  them,  and  I  don’t  think  that  we  were  the  only  ones  who 
wore  helmets,  or  who  got  all  of  the  hell.  No,  there  were  some  helmets 
in  France;  yes,  they  had  some  helmets.  And  I  want  to  say  to  you,  there 
is  no  nation  yet  that  ever  has  shown  the  patriotism,  the  dogged  determi¬ 
nation,  or  the  heroism  that  was  put  up  by  the  French  in  this  war.  (Ap¬ 
plause.)  Nobody  has  done  that  before.  (Applause.)  You  can’t  tell  me 
that  it  was  a  human  organization !  The  same  responsibility  that  enabled 
the  Frenchmen  to  hold  their  stand  there  for  four  years  until  we  got  there, 
is  the  same  power,  the  same  hand  that  rules  the  human  race,  and  it  is  the 
same  that  enabled  the  English,  when  Haig  said,  “My  back  is  to  the  wall,” 
to  hold  on.  He  didn’t  believe  what  he  said.  He  thought  his  back  was 
over  the  wall.  Everybody  else  thought  so.  That  was  all  he  committed 
himself  to,  though.  Don’t  think  that  it  was  a  mere  human  coincidence  or 
accident,  for  it  wasn’t  at  all.  What  I  call  God,  and  what  you  call  God, 
did  that,  and  did  all  the  rest  of  it,  too.  Don’t  think  we  Legionnaires  were 
the  only  ones  that  fought.  We  saw  those  boys  fighting,  and  we  know  that 
they  did  have  an  awful  time.  We  got  nothing  like  what  they  did.  We 
were  fresh  and  ready  to  fight;  they  were  weary  and  disgusted.  Why,  I 
have  seen  a  bunch  of  Germans  in  the  village  engaged  in  a  fight,  off  away 
from  the  Frenchmen,  and  there  they  would  stay  for  four  or  five  days,  as  if 
to  say  “Well,  w'e  don’t  know  whether  we  can  hold  this  or  not.”  About  that 
time  we  would  say,  “Let’s  go,”  and  every  one  of  those  suckers  of  ours 
just  jumped  up  in  the  air,  with  their  equipment;  they  just  lit  out  over  the 
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hills,  and  those  Germans  just  lit  a  rag!  Fellows,  a  good  deal  of  our  fight¬ 
ing  was  like  that,  for  you  know  they  had  been  fighting  for  four  long  years, 
and  they  were  in  no  notion  to  start  anything  new;  but  you  didn’t  see  our 
boys  stay  there  long  waiting  for  something  to  happen.  We  know  the  Ger¬ 
mans  fought,  and  the  English,  and  the  French;  why,  they  all  fought,  and 
fought  three  long  weary  years.  But  don’t  let  me  belittle  what  we  did  do, 
for  we  did  see  some  real,  hard,  bloody  fighting,  as  many  of  you  know 
who  are  sitting  right  in  this  room.  You  did  your  part,  too;  we  all  did  our 
part,  but  we  deserve  no  special  honor.  The  only  honor  I  know  of  in  the 
whole  thing  is,  that  God  preserved  the  United  States  in  order  that  we  might 
help  stop  that  conflict  on  the  right  side,  and  with  the  devil  that  started  it, 
Kaiser  Wilhelm,  on  the  other  side.  That  is  all,  I  say ! 

Now,  gentlemen,  we  have  an  opportunity  in  your  State,  this  State  of 
North  Carolina;  we  have  an  opportunity  in  your  State,  and  in  the  United 
States.  The  American  Legion  and  you  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
there  is  no  difference  between  us  at  all,  but  we  had  to  have  some  standard 
on  which  to  organize  the  American  Legion,  and  it  was  “Did  you  fight  under 
the  Flag?”  and,  if  you  did,  you  belong  in  the  American  Legion.  Now  we 
could  have  taken  in  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  that  did  his  part  in 
the  war,  but  that  wouldn’t  have  done,  because  it  was  too  big.  That  would 
have  taken  in  the  entire  United  States.  We  have  too  many  organizations 
in  the  United  States.  We  don‘t  need  a  tenth  of  them.  If  you  would  or¬ 
ganize  your  county  government  as  an  organization,  and  take  an  interest  in 
it,  inquire  into  it  and  its  affairs,  and  give  it  the  support  it  needs,  you 
would  do  away  with  your  chambers  of  commerce,  Kiwanis,  Rotary,  and  a 
whole  bunch  of  stuff  that  would  not  be  necessary.  Now  if  you  would  or¬ 
ganize  your  county  government,  your  State  Government,  and  your  city 
and  National  government  “For  God  and  Country,”  Legionnaires,  and  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States,  if  you  would  do  that,  and  take  an  interest  in  it, 
you  wouldn’t  need  to  pay  dues  to  some  of  these  other  organizations  you 
have,  organizations  that  then  would  become  unnecessary.  (Applause,  yells, 
and  all  stood  up.) 

Miss  Virginia  Hufty,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Parker  Vickery,  sang  several  songs,  which  were  loudly  applauded. 

Noel  Paton  made  a  short  talk,  urging  all  of  the  Legionnaires 
and  Auxiliary  members  to  attend  the  demonstrations  at  Fort  Bragg 
that  afternoon. 

Commander  Phillips  then  introduced  the  Governor  of  the  State: 

Fellows,  we  have  with  us  right  now  another  distinguished  visitor,  who  is 
late.  You  all  know  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  North  Carolina  is  a  busy 
man.  He  has  lots  of  work  to  do,  but  he  is  here — Governor  A.  W.  McLean, 
of  North  Carolina.  (Applause.  All  rise  and  applaud.)  There  is  no  use 
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to  tell  you  that  we  are  glad  to  have  the  Governor  with  us  today.  In  calling 
upon  a  Legionnaire  to  present  him,  I  want  to  say  this,  that  as  long  as  I 
have  been  Department  Commander  I  have  never  yet  called  upon  our  Chief 
Magistrate  for  any  assistance,  whether  it  was  as  Chairman  of  the  Endow¬ 
ment  Committee  or  whether  to  get  an  all-time  State  Service  Officer,  or  what¬ 
ever  it  might  be,  that  he  did  not  give  me  full  one  hundred  per  cent,  assist¬ 
ance.  (Applause.)  But  for  the  fact  that  he  held  a  high  position  in  the 
counsel  of  our  Country,  and  he  was  just  about  a  year  older  than  I  was,  he 
would  have  worn  the  uniform  of  the  United  States  during  the  War.  But 
he  held  a  high  position,  and  you  know  that  he  was  doing  his  duty  as  we 
were  doing  ours.  There  is  an  old  saying  that  you  can’t  fight  unless  you 
have  the  sinews  of  war,  and  he  was  up  there  helping  the  sinews  of  war 
by  acting  as  Chairman  of  the  War  Finance  Board  during  the  War.  So,  I 
know  that  you  all  are  glad  to  have  this  distinguished  guest  with  us  today, 
and  I  will  ask  Legionnaire  General  Bowley  to  present  him  to  you  right 
now..  (Applause,  yells,  and  all  stood  up.) 

Gen.  A.  J.  Bowley: 

Mr.  Commander,  American  Legionnaires,  Buddies — and  that  includes  both 
men  and  women: 

It  is  my  great  pleasure,  indeed,  to  see  so  many  soldiers  and  relatives  of 
soldiers  here  in  Fayetteville.  It  is  going  to  be  a  great  pleasure  to  have  you 
as  our  guests  at  Fort  Bragg  this  afternoon.  We  will  do  everything  possible 
to  make  your  time  pleasant,  along  the  lines  as  outlined  by  Mayor  Cook 
this  morning.  If  you  don’t  see  what  you  want,  ask  for  it,  and  there  will 
be  some  soldier  man  to  provide  you  with  your  needs.  (Applause.)  In 
case  any  of  you  need  a  cold  shower,  I  refer  you  to  the  camp  stockade, 
where  they  are  obliged  to  take  two  per  day.  It  is  my  great  pleasure  to 
present  to  you  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  a  good  and 
loyal  friend  to  both  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary,  Hon.  A.  W.  McLean. 
(All  rise  and  applaud.) 

Governor  A.  W.  McLean: 

Commander,  Members  of  the  American  Legion,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I  promised  my  better  half  on  one  occasion  that  I  would  never  begin  any 
remarks  by  making  an  apology,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  make  an  apology 
this  morning,  but  I  feel  that  perhaps  a  few  words  of  explanation  would  be 
proper,  in  that  I  have  broken  a  record  that  I  have  tried  to  adhere  to  for  a 
long  time.  I  failed  to  be  here  early  enough  to  take  my  proper  place  upon 
the  program,  and  I  want  to  say  to  you  that  the  reason  I  was  not  here  was 
because  I  understood  that  I  was  not  expected  until  the  afternoon.  Your 
Commander  says  that  he  sent  me  a  telegram ;  but  I  didn't  receive  it.  I 
know  that  he  is  a  truthful  man,  therefore  I  know  that  the  fault  was  upon 
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the  telegraph  company.  I  am  a  little  bit  disappointed  in  that  I  was  not 
here  to  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  Col.  Monroe  Johnson.  You 
know  he  and  I  lived  in  adjoining  counties  for  quite  a  long  time — one  in 
North  Carolina  and  one  in  South  Carolina — and,  notwithstanding  some  of 
the  misunderstandings  and  so  forth  that  have  taken  place  between  North 
and  South  Carolina,  we  still  associate  together  down  there,  and  are  in  fine 
spirit  of  comradeship,  especially  we  who  live  on  the  north  side  of  the  line. 
I  would  have  felt  a  peculiar  pride  and  interest  in  introducing  Col.  Monroe 
Johnson,  because  of  the  fact  that  he,  his  father,  and  his  ancestors,  were 
born  in  the  old  Scotch  community  at  old  Spring  Hill,  in  what  is  now  Scot¬ 
land  County.  You  know  they  had  a  peculiar  community  there,  peculiar 
in  one  respect,  and  perhaps  it’s  never  been  duplicated  in  the  civilized  world; 
there  was  a  great  Scotch  settlement  there,  and  it  was  about  equally  divided 
between  the  Scotch  Baptists  and  the  Scotch  Presbyterians,  so  that  they  in¬ 
termarried  with  each  other,  and  you  never  could  tell  when  you  stopped  at 
a  house  down  there  as  to  whether  the  man  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church 
or  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  you  might  feel  pretty  sure  that  he  belonged 
to  one  church  and  his  wife  to  the  other,  so  it  was  right  easy  for  me  when 
I  came  to  take  unto  myself  a  wife,  and  married  a  Baptist,  although  I  am  a 
pretty  staunch  Presbyterian,  they  say.  Col.  Monroe  Johnson  was  born 
and  reared  in  that  community,  within  a  short  distance  of  where  my  father 
was  born  and  reared.  His  father  and  my  father  and  mother  were  school¬ 
mates,  and  my  father  and  his  father  were  comrades  in  the  Civil  War,  and, 
therefore,  I  feel,  I  hope,  a  pardonable  pride  in  feeling  that  the  present  Col. 
Monroe  Johnson  kept  up  the  reputation  of  his  ancestors  when  he  so  dis¬ 
tinguished  himself  in  the  great  World  War.  (Applause.)  He  could  not 
have  done  otherwise,  because  of  his  ancestors,  who  performed  distinguished 
parts  in  all  of  the  wars  in  which  our  Country  has  been  engaged,  from  the 
time  that  they  fought  the  English  in  the  Battle  of  Culloden  down  to  this 
great  hour;  and  so  I  am  glad  he  is  over  here,  and  that  he  was  your  princi¬ 
pal  speaker  today. 

I  am  always  glad  to  come  to  Fayetteville,  and  I  am  glad  that  this  great 
Organization  has  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting  in  Fayetteville  upon  this 
occasion.  This  is  in  the  heart  of  the  great  Scottish  settlement  of  North 
Carolina;  and  I  am  reminded  of  something  that  a  very  distinguished  man 
said  about  the  Scotch  on  one  occasion.  He  was  over  at  Red  Springs  at  an 
elders’  and  deacons’  institute,  and  he  said,  “Well,”  he  says,  “The  Scotch 
are  a  mighty  fine  people,  but,”  he  says,  “they  are  constantly  reminding  you 
of  two  things — their  obstinacy  and  their  religion.”  When  I  was  engaged 
in  a  campaign,  one  of  the  charges  they  made  about  me  was  that  I  didn’t 
have  any  convictions,  that  I  didn’t  state  myself,  my  position  upon  the  va¬ 
rious  questions,  and  thought  that  I  would  have  great  trouble,  if  elected 
Governor,  in  determining  just  what  I  wanted  to  do.  It  amused  me  very 
much,  because  the  thing  I  was  really  afraid  of  was  that  my  convictions 
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would  be  so  firm  that  I  would  never  be  able  to  change.  I  am  not  going  to 
attempt  to  make  a  speech  this  morning,  it  is  not  necessary,  and  I  don’t  enjoy 
a  speech  very  much  anyhow ;  but  I  do  want  to  say  this,  since  I  have  the  op¬ 
portunity,  I  want  to  return  my  thanks,  my  sincere  thanks,  to  you,  ex-Service 
men  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  you  have  given 
me  since  I  have  been  Governor  of  this  great  State.  Knowing  the  wonderful 
record  you  made  in  the  great  World  War,  and  knowing  the  successful  manner 
in  which  you  performed  the  duties  incumbent  upon  you  in  time  of  war,  I 
had  no  doubt  that  you  would  perform  this  duty  with  equal  fortitude  and 
success  in  times  of  peace.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  have  had  the  co-operation 
of  the  ex-Service  men,  and  I  have  needed  it,  and  it  has  sustained  me  in  some 
of  the  arduous  duties,  I  have  undertaken.  The  war  is  over,  and  forever,  I 
hope.  I  am  not  a  pacifist  by  any  means,  however;  and  I  believe  in  always 
being  prepared  for  war.  (Applause.) 

That  reminds  me  of  an  experience  I  had  this  summer,  when  the  War  De¬ 
partment  set  aside  a  National  Defense  Test  Day,  a  day  to  test  our  military 
preparedness.  I  had  quite  a  number  of  letters  from  the  pacifists  from  this 
State  and  from  other  States,  begging  me  to  refuse  to  respond  to  that  call, 
and  the  contention  was  that,  in  responding,  I  would  encourage  the  spirit  of 
war,  and  in  refusing  perhaps  have  something  to  do  with  squelching  the  war 
spirit  among  our  people.  I  replied  that  I  thought  they  were  grievously 
mistaken,  and  that  I  would  feel  great  misgivings  for  my  State  if  it  were 
not  for  the  fact  that  I  know  I  have  behind  me  while  I  am  Governor  of 
North  Carolina  the  military  forces  of  this  State,  and  that  it  is  a  source  of 
peculiar  comfort  to  know  that  back  of  the  National  Guard  Units  we  have 
this  great  reserve  army  of  the  ex-Service  men  of  North  Carolina.  (Ap¬ 
plause),  and  to  know  that  they  are  not  afraid  of  anything  that  may  come. 

But  we  are  not  going  to  think  or  talk  about  war.  The  question  to  which 
I  would  like  to  direct  your  attention  just  for  a  moment,  my  friends,  is  that 
of  solving  the  problems  of  peace,  which  are  incumbent  upon  us  in  North 
Carolina  today.  There  are  many  problems  of  peace  that  are  pressing  upon 
us  for  solution  at  the  present  time,  and  you  who  have  solved  the  problem 
of  war,  with  the  great  record  that  you  made,  and  have  come  home,  are  the 
ones  upon  whom  we  must  depend  most  largely  for  solving  the  problems 
of  peace.  We  have  many  things  that  we  must  do  here  in  North  Carolina. 
We  must  continue  to  improve  the  great  educational  system,  the  great  bul¬ 
wark  of  our  civilization.  We  must  put  down  lawlessness,  we  must  see  that 
the  laws  of  North  Carolina  are  obeyed,  because  they  represent  the  sover¬ 
eignty  of  the  people.  We  must  see  that  government  administration  is  im¬ 
proved  and  made  more  efficient  as  we  go  along.  We  must  see  that  our 
moral  and  religious  institutions  are  protected,  and  all  of  these  things  that 
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go  to  make  North  Carolina  a  great  commonwealth,  a  great  State,  are  pro¬ 
tected,  for  we  have  here  unparalleled  resources.  These  problems,  I  say, 
must  be  solved,  and  must  be  solved  by  the  fighting  men.  Life  is  a  great 
battle.  All  that  we  do  that  is  successful  comes  after  a  contest,  battling  for 
what  we  believe  is  right,  and  I  make  an  appeal  to  you,  and  I  would  like  to 
emphasize  it  as  strongly  as  I  may,  that  North  Carolina  needs  you  today, 
and  the  civilized  world  needs  you  today,  to  help  solve  the  problems  that 
confront  the  civilized  Nations  of  the  world. 

I  have  no  doubt,  from  what  I  know  of  your  Organization  and  of  your 
record,  that  you  are  going  to  perform  your  duty.  And  it’s  a  great  source 
of  comfort  to  me  to  know  that  during  the  short  time  that  I  have  been 
presiding  in  the  office  of  the  Governor  of  this  great  State,  I  have  had  the 
fightipg  men  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  other  ex-Service  men  to  hold 
up  my  hands  in  the  great  work  I  am  trying  to  do.  (Applause.) 

The  Fort  Bragg  Band  played  a  selection. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  two  o’clock  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON 

At  two  p.  m.,  Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary  members  assembled 
at  the  Prince  Charles  Ftotel  for  a  drive  to  Fort  Bragg,  where  ar¬ 
rangements  had  been  made  by  General  Bowley  for  an  afternoon 
and  evening  of  entertainment.  This  consisted  of  a  Firing  Dem¬ 
onstration,  Air  Demonstration,  Polo  Game,  and  Review  of  Troops, 
followed  by  an  Army  Supper  served  in  mess  kits  from  field 
kitchens. 

Following  the  supper,  an  informal  gathering  of  Auxiliary  mem¬ 
bers  was  held  in  the  Officers’  Club,  at  which  time  Mrs.  Burt,  Mrs. 
McKissick,  and  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Department  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Chairman,  discussed  various  phases  of  the  Auxiliary  work. 
As  souvenirs  of  the  occasion,  Mrs.  Burt,  Mrs.  McKissick,  Miss 
Lee,  and  Mrs.  Morgan  were  presented  brass  vases  made  from 
shells. 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8,  1925 


MORNING  SESSION 

With  the  President,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  presiding,  the  meeting  was 
called  to  order  at  nine  o’clock.  The  Advancement  of  the  Colors 
was  followed  by  the  Salute  to  the  Flag,  led  by  Mrs.  Cuthbert 
Martin,  Department  Americanism  Chairman. 

The  following  telegrams  were  read  by  the  Secretary: 

Salisbury,  N.  C.,  September  7,  1925 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Department  of  North  Carolina 
Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  extend  cordial  greetings  to 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  Profoundly  distressed  illness  prevents  my 
being  present.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  our  Organization  to  stand  squarely 
behind  you,  and  do  all  in  our  power  to  aid  you  in  your  splendid  under¬ 
takings.  The  objects  and  purposes  of  our  two  Organizations  being  identi¬ 
cal,  we  feel  that  by  concerted  effort  we  may  be  stronger  in  attaining  those 
lofty  ideals  and  kindred  aims.  Best  wishes. 

MARGARET  OVERMAN  GREGORY 
(Mrs.  Edwin  Clarke  Gregory') 
State  Regent,  Daughters  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution 

138  Rue  de  Lisbourne,  Paris,  France 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary' 

Department  of  North  Carolina 
Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

From  France  your  Prison  Work  Chairman  sends  best  wishes  and  greetings. 

MRS.  D.  B.  DESBRIERE-IRWIN 
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Calhoun,  Ga.,  September  7,  1925 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Department  of  North  Carolina 
Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Greetings  from  the  Georgia  Department  Auxiliary.  Best  wishes  for  each 
of  you  and  for  the  full  success  of  your  Convention. 

MRS.  A.  L,  HENSON,  President 

At  this  point,  Gen.  A.  J.  Bowley,  Commander  of  Fort  Bragg, 
was  recognized  in  the  audience,  and  invited  by  the  President  to 
speak  a  few  words  to  the  Convention.  General  Bowley  said: 

I  don’t  believe  you  realize  the  ties  that  are  between  men  who  fought  to¬ 
gether  for  a  common  cause.  Especially  those  of  us  who  were  in  command, 
knowing  that  a  goodly  number  of  them  would  never  come  back.  It  is  a 
feeling  that  reaches  deep  inside.  It  is  hard  to  be  on  a  battlefield  and  see 
a  man  finished,  and  another  partly  finished,  and  still  be  obliged  to  grip  one’s 
heart  and  show  no  feeling  whatsoever,  because  you  have  only  one  object  in 
view,  and  that  is  to  drive  to  victory.  Whenever  an  officer  meets  a  man 
who  has  had  service  with  him,  there  is  a  tie  there  that  can’t  be  broken, 
stronger  than  blood  ties,  and  we  feel  drawn  to  these  men;  for  we  feel  that 
we  must  do  better  in  this  life  because  of  our  mutual  comrades  that  have 
passed  on.  Today,  while  seeing  these  ex-Service  men  “playing  soldier,”  I 
knew  that  underneath  it  all  were  feelings  that  were  very  much  deeper  than 
a  layman  could  guess.  Many  of  them  had  thoughts  of  those  left  on  the 
other  side. 

We  still  have  those  who  are  maimed  to  care  for.  Men  are  inclined  to 
get  out  into  the  business  world  again,  and  where  the  care  of  an  individual 
is  concerned,  there  is  only  a  woman  that  can  do  it.  She  has  the  heart  for 
it.  You  have  a  responsibility,  and  I  sincerely  hope  you  will  keep  up  your 
good  work.  Let  it  be  known  what  you  are  doing  along  these  lines.  Many 
would  help  if  they  knew  to  what  extent  this  work  reached.  I,  for  one, 
would  take  every  occasion  to  make  it  known.  I  believe  in  you,  and  in  the 
Legion,  and  I  will  make  an  effort  to  push  you  forward  to  the  best  of  my 
ability. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  First  Vice-President  of  the  Department, 
took  the  chair,  while  Miss  Annie  Lee  gave  her  President’s  report. 

PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

A  year  has  passed  since  you  conferred  upon  me  the  honor  of  being  your 
President,  the  honor  of  leading  you  in  paths  of  service.  Whatever  measure 
of  success  has  crowned  our  efforts  is  due  to  the  fact  that  you  have  con- 
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stantly  trod  the  paths  with  me,  that  you  have  generously  responded  to  the 
calls  made  upon  you,  and  that  you  have  been  staunch  in  your  aid  and  en¬ 
couragement.  The  loyal  support  of  the  American  Legion,  too,  has  made 
possible  the  accomplishment  of  many  of  our  aims.  Realizing  great  possi¬ 
bilities  for  the  Auxiliary,  I  have  been  amazed  at  the  unfolding  of  these 
possibilities.  You  will  hear  from  the  Chairmen  of  Standing  Committees  re¬ 
ports  of  the  work  accomplished,  so  I  shall  only  touch  on  some  phases  of 
the  work.  » 

The  day  of  my  election  as  Department  President,  in  company  with  Miss 
Helen  Taylor,  of  the  Asheville  Red  Cross  staff,  I  visited  many  of  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  our  Oteen  men.  As  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  last  year,  it  had  been 
my  hope  to  see  something  done  for  the  babies  of  these  families,  and  my 
visit  to  the  homes  more  firmly  fixed  my  resolution  that  something  must 
be  done.  You,  with  the  help  of  the  Legion,  made  possible  the  realization 
of  that  ambition.  In  May,  a  nurse  began  work  among  the  more  than  two 
hundred  families  at  Oteen,  and  one  of  the  possibilities  became  a  reality  and 
an  outstanding  accomplishment.  Miss  Lula  Whitesides  herself,  and  Mrs. 
James  K.  Norfleet,  Department  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  will  tell  you  of 
the  work  there. 

Among  the  first  things  I  attempted  to  do  was  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the 
Executive  Committee.  No  District  Committeewomen  had  been  elected 
from  the  Third  and  Eighth  Districts,  and  those  from  the  Second,  Fifth, 
Sixth,  and  Tenth,  together  with  the  Historian,  found  it  impossible  to  serve 
After  various  delays,  and  after  writing  more  than  two  hundred  letters,  these 
vacancies  were  filled,  and  the  Chairmen  of  all  Standing  Committees  secured. 
With  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee,  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

In  September  of  last  year,  I  attended,  officially,  the  National  Auxiliary- 
Convention  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  at  which  time  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina  had  the  honor  of  presenting  the  name  of  Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt, 
our  own  beloved  first  Department  President,  for  the  office  of  National  Vice- 
President  of  the  Southern  Division.  We  felt  great  gratification  over  her 
unanimous  election  to  that  office. 

On  the  return  trip  from  St.  Paul,  I  stopped  in  Asheville,  where  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  speaking  to  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  of  the  Kiffin  Rockwell 
Post. 

I  also  visited  the  United  States  Veterans’  Bureau  Hospital,  No.  60,  at 
Oteen,  where  I  found  enthusiastic  praise  from  our  own  disabled  and  from 
the  hospital  authorities  for  the  splendid  work  of  the  Units,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Department  Hospital  Chairman.  I 
found  that  no  one  connected  with  the  hospital  knows  it  better  than  Miss 
Gwaltney,  for  her  visits  to  Oteen  began  before  the  close  of  the  War.  This 
intimate  background  of  long  acquaintance,  coupled  with  Miss  Gwaltney’s 
deep  interest  in  each  boy,  is  of  inestimable  value  in  the  Auxiliary’s  work. 
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Miss  Gwaltney  will  submit  to  you  her  report,  which  I  am  sure  you  will 

w 

hear  with  greatest  interest.  Again  in  February,  March,  and  May,  it  was 
my  privilege  to  visit  the  hospital — the  last  visit  being  with  Miss  Gwaltney, 
when  we  visited  the  entire  hospital. 

In  November,  1924,  I  asked  the  Executive  Committee  to  meet  me  in 
Greensboro  for  a  consideration  of  plans  for  the  year’s  work.  With  only  a 
few  members  absent,  wq  succeeded  in  outlining  a  constructive  program  in 
the  various  departments  of  our  work.  I  am  happy  to  say  that,  with  your 
help,  a  great  many  of  these  plans  have  been  put  into  action. 

Important  among  them  was  the  decision  to  hold  a  District  Meeting  in  each 
Congressional  District.  Early  in  the  year,  these  gatherings  were  called  in 
all  except  the  First  and  Third  Districts,  the  First  having  only  two  Units,  and 
the  Third  only  one.  The  record  for  District  Meetings  goes  to  the  Seventh 
District,  which,  later  in  the  year  held  a  second  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
boosting  membership. 

In  many  Districts,  the  Legion  joined  us  in  these  meetings,  this  association 
proving  to  be  most  helpful.  I  personally  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Sixth 
District,  when  the  Lumberton  Unit  entertained  us  royally;  of  the  Second 
and  Fourth  Districts,  held  jointly  in  Wilson,  where  we  were  likewise  enter¬ 
tained  ;  of  the  Fifth  District,  held  in  Greensboro ;  of  the  second  meeting  of 
the  Seventh  District,  held  in  Sanford;  of  the  Eighth  District,  held  in  Salis¬ 
bury  ;  and  of  the  Tenth  District,  held  in  Asheville.  Being  of  our  own 
State,  Mrs.  Burt,  National  Vice-President,  did  not  make  an  official  visit  to 
the  Department,  as  in  the  case  of  other  Departments,  but  at  several  of  the 
District  Meetings  she  was  a  guest,  presenting  various  phases  of  Auxiliary 
work  from  a  National  viewpoint. 

On  the  invitation  of  Commander  Phillips,  I  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Legion,  held  in  High  Point,  in  January,  and 
another  in  April,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  National  Commander 
James  A.  Drain  to  Raleigh.  Commander  Drain’s  visit  was  the  immediate 
inspiration  for  the  conclusion  of  the  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Campaign 
in  the  State.  In  the  raising  of  the  State’s  quota  of  $65,000,  for  use  among 
the  disabled  and  orphans  of  veterans,  the  Auxiliary  was  privileged  to  have 
a  part.  In  this  work  we  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  Legion,  living 
up  to  the  name  which  we  proudly  bear — American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

In  December  of  last  year,  I  attended  the  ceremonies  at  the  unveiling 
of  two  bronze  tablets  bearing  the  names  of  the  men  and  women  of  Anson 
County  who  served  in  the  World  War.  These  tablets  flank  the  entrance 
to  the  Courthouse,  and  are  a  gift  to  the  County  of  Craighead-Dunlap 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  of  Wadesboro. 

In  March,  I  had  the  honor  to  present  the  greetings  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  to  the  Twenty-Fifth  Annual  Conference  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  held  in  Asheville.  While  there,  I  enjoyed  many 
courtesies  which  were  extended  to  the  Daughters  and  their  guests. 
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In  May,  as  your  representative,  and  as  guest  of  the  Hornets’  Nest  Unit,  I 
attended  the  celebration  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary 
of  the  Signing  of  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence,  in  Char¬ 
lotte.  At  a  breakfast,  given  by  the  five  Chapters  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  of  the  city,  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Anthony  Wayne  Cook, 
President-General,  I  expressed  our  love  and  admiration  for  our  older  sister 
patriotic  and  historic  society.  On  the  same  day,  I  was  a  guest  of  the  Busi¬ 
ness  and  Professional  Women’s  Club,  at  a  luncheon  honoring  Miss  Sarah 
Schuyler  Butler,  who  represented  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Celebration.  In  the  afternoon,  I  was  a  guest  of  honor  at  a  lovely  garden 
party,  given  by  the  patriotic  societies  of  Charlotte. 

We  may  all  point  with  pride  to  the  relief  work  at  Coal  Glen,  done  by 
Lee  County  Unit,  No.  18,  Sanford,  and  by  Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Nimocks,  De¬ 
partment  Publicity  Chairman.  Their  work  ranks  high  among  the’  accom¬ 
plishments  of  the  Department  for  this  or  any  other  year. 

On  June  2,  it  was  my  sad  duty  to  represent  you,  the  National  President, 
and  the  Southern  Vice-President,  at  the  funeral  services  of  Mrs.  J.  Ren- 
wick  Wilkes,  Past  Department  President,  and  National  Committeewoman  for 
1925.  At  the  Memorial  Service  of  our  Convention,  Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter, 
Department  Memorial  Chairman,  will  express  for  us  the  sorrow  of  the 
Auxiliary  over  Mrs.  Wilkes’  passing. 

On  Memorial  Day  more  than  fifty  thousand  poppies  made  by  the  disabled 
men  and  women  were  used,  this  being  the  largest  poppy  sale  in  the  history 
of  our  Department. 

A  Department  of  Fidac,  with  Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels  as  Chairman,  has 
been  established  during  the  year.  You  will  hear  her  report  with  interest,  I 
am  sure. 

At  different  times  during  the  year,  it  has  been  my  privilege  and  pleasure 
to  visit,  officially,  the  following  Units,  in  addition  to  those  already  men¬ 
tioned:  Hornets’  Nest  Unit,  Charlotte;  Raleigh  Unit,  Raleigh;  Melvin  Deese 
Unit,  Monroe;  Cumberland  Unit,  Fayetteville;  and  Otis  D.  Green  Unit, 
Kings  Mountain,  which,  with  the  District  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Reverdy 
J.  Miller,  I  assisted  in  organizing.  With  the  assistance  of  Mrs.  Morgan, 
President  of  Cumberland  Unit,  of  Fayetteville,  and  of  Mrs.  Polston,  Depart¬ 
ment  Historian,  I  also  had  the  pleasure  of  organizing  the  Ellis-Williamson 
Unit,  Raeford.  By  each  of  these,  I  was  most  cordially  received  and  de¬ 
lightfully  entertained,  and  every  visit  brought  fresh  inspiration  to  me.  I 
also  visited  three  towns  in  an  effort  to  organize  Units.  It  has  been  a  source 
of  deep  regret  to  me  that  it  was  impossible  to  accept  all  invitations  to  visit 
the  Units. 

Visits  were  paid  to  the  Regional  Office  of  the  United  States  Veterans’  Bu¬ 
reau,  Charlotte,  and  to  the  Orthopedic  Hospital,  Gastonia — these  institu¬ 
tions  proving  of  tremendous  interest. 
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Besides  a  very  great  number  written  for  me  by  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  De¬ 
partment  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  I  have  written  more  than  one  thousand 
letters,  sent  many  telegrams,  and  used  telephone  calls  when  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  or  advisable,  and  with  Mrs.  Lee  issued  the  bulletins- which  you  have 
received. 

At  the  present  time,  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  is  divided  into 
fifty  active  Units,  with  a  total  membership  of  2,254. 

And  now,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  permit  me,  please,  to  thank  you  for  the 
opportunity  and  privilege  of  serving,  through  you,  those  who  offered  their 
all  for  us. 

My  wish  for  the  Auxiliary  in  North  Carolina  is  that  its  growth  may  keep 
pace  with  its  constantly  enlarging  opportunities,  and,  for  myself,  that  I 
may  always  serve  in  some  small  way. 

Miss  Lee  followed  this  report  with  her  report  as  National  Exec¬ 
utive  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

As  alternate  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  I  attended  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  Meeting  following  the  St.  Paul  Convention.  I  also  attended 
the  Executive  Committee  Meeting  held  in  Indianapolis,  in  January.  Fol¬ 
lowing  this,  I  issued  a  bulletin,  giving  to  the  Units  the  outstanding  accom¬ 
plishments  of  that  meeting. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  J.  Ren  wick  Wilkes,  who  was  elected  National 
Committeewoman  for  the  year  1925,  I  succeeded  to  the  office  of  National 
Executive  Committeewoman.  Representing  the  National  Organization,  I 
attended  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Wilkes,  and  in  its  behalf  laid  a  wreath  on  her 
grave. 

I  have  been  appointed  by  the  National  President  to  serve  as  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Permanent  Organization,  which  will  report  at  the 
National  Convention  in  October. 

I  have  attended  to  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  National  Organization, 
in  which  the  Department  was  concerned,  and  have  conducted  all  necessary 
correspondence. 

Respectfully  submitted 

ANNIE  LEE 

The  report  of  the  First  Vice-President  was  given  by  Mrs.  John 
T.  Lowe. 

REPORT  OF  FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 

As  First  Vice-President  of  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary  I  have  played  a  very  small  part,  because  our  excellent 
President,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  has  been  ever  ready  for  the  duties  of  her  office, 
and  it  has  only  once  been  necessary  for  me  to  act  in  that  capacity. 
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At  that  time,  Miss  Lee  was  sick,  near  the  point  of  contracting  pneumonia, 
and  I  was  wired  the  night  before  the  Convention  of  the  North  Carolina  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  U.  D.  C.,  at  Rocky  Mount,  to  take  her  place  on  the  program, 
and  present  “Our  Flag.”  This  was  a  task  of  love,  in  that  I  am  a  Daughter  of 
the  Confederacy,  and  know  that  here  in  the  Old  North  State  many  of  the 
World  War  Veterans  are  descendants  of  Confederate  Veterans,  and  the 
records  of  the  War  Between  the  States  and  the  World  War  clearly  demon¬ 
strated  the  fact  that  the  “Brave  Give  Birth  to  the  Brave,”  and  patriotism 
shines  purest  and  serenest  in  our  fair  Southland. 

The  spirit  of  cordiality  and  wonderful  courtesy  characteristic  of  Rocky 
Mount  was  at  all  times  extended  our  Organization.  On  the  first  evening, 
I  was  invited  as  an  honor  guest  to  the  dinner  for  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  U.  D.  C.  at  “Magnolia  Court,”  the  home  of  the  Division  President, 
Mrs.  R.  P.  Holt. 

The  following  evening,  a  tea  was  given  by  the  Coleman-Pitt  Auxiliary 
Unit,  at  the  magnificent  colonial  residence  of  Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  where,  in  a 
home-like  atmosphere,  reigned  a  most  charming  hospitality. 

I  regret  that  I  could  not  accept  the  invitation  of  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller 
to  be  present  at  the  District  Meeting  in  Charlotte,  nor  be  present  at  the 
meeting  at  Sanford,  but  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  among  those  who 
gained  inspiration  and  information  at  the  meeting  in  Salisbury  with  the 
Samuel  C.  Hart  Unit  as  hostess,  where  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  our  Vice-President 
of  the  Southern  Division,  and  our  Department  President,  talked  to  us; 
and  again  at  the  meeting  in  Lexington,  where  Mrs.  Chas.  Young  provided 
a  splendid  program  and  many  courteous  attentions. 

During  the  year  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  second  visit  to  the  Clyde  Bolling 
Unit,  and  in  conclusion  I  wish  to  bring  in  spirit  the  same  thought  to  you 
that  Mrs.  W.  O.  Spencer  kindly  inferred  was  left  on  the  mind  of  the  Unit 
that  day — As  long  as  there  is  great  need  of  keeping  alive  recognition  of 
patriotism  such  as  our  boys  held  on  high  in  Flanders  Fields,  as  long  as 
there  is  great  need  of  love  for  the  sick  Buddies  and  war  orphans,  such  as 
the  love  of  the  good  Samaritan,  and  as  long  as  this  love  and  patriotism 
is  inculcated  in  the  ideals  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  this  Organi¬ 
zation  will  stand  supreme  among  the  forces  of  the  Nation  for  human  wel¬ 
fare. 

Respectfully  submitted 

AUVILA  LINDSAY  LOWE 
(Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe) 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Whitman,  Second  Vice-President,  being  absent, 
no  report  was  given. 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee’s  report  as  Department  Secretary  and  Treas¬ 
urer  was  greeted  with  applause. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY 

Practically  the  first  duty  confronting  your  Department  Secretary,  following 
her  appointment  last  fall,  was  that  of  getting  all  unchartered  Units  to  secure 
their  Permanent  Charters;  and  just  what  that  meant  few  of  you  can  real¬ 
ize — only  those  of  you  with  whom  I  have  labored  and  struggled  during  the 
year,  that  this  Department  might  not  fall  behind  the  requirements  made  by 
our  National  President.  Thirty-four  Units  in  North  Carolina  were  func¬ 
tioning  under  temporary  charters.  Of  this  number,  seventeen  applied  for 
and  received  their  Permanent  Charters,  and  seventeen  which  had  been  in¬ 
active  for  a  year  or  longer  were  cut  off  when  they  failed  to  respond  to  all 
efforts  to  revive  them. 

In  compliance  with  requests  from  National  Headquarters,  each  Unit  was 
urged  to  provide  a  bond  for  its  Treasurer,  with  the  result  that  every  Unit 
in  the  Department  is  now  bonded. 

In  addition  to  this,  each  Unit  was  asked  to  contribute  the  small  sum  of 
one  dollar  toward  furnishing  the  new  National  Headquarters  Building  in 
Indianapolis.  There  was  a  ready  response  to  this  appeal,  the  sum  of 
$50.00  having  been  sent  to  the  National  Treasurer  for  this  purpose. 

With  a  paid-up  membership  of  2087  on  August  22,  the  Department  showed 
a  gain  of  eleven  members  over  the  membership  of  September  1,  1924,  the 
opening  day  of  our  last  Convention.  Since  August  22,  dues  for  162  addi¬ 
tional  members  have  been  sent  to  the  National  Treasurer,  thus  bringing  the 
total  membership  to  2249,  which  is  105  more  members  than  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  ever  had  on  its  roll. 

This  membership  is  divided  among  fifty  active  Units,  which  number  in¬ 
cludes  three  new  Units  organized  this  year,  namely:  the  Otis  D.  Green  Unit 
at  Kings  Mountain,  the  Ellis-Williamson  Unit  at  Raeford,  and  the  Charles 
R.  Gavin  Unit,  Warsaw  (in  process  of  formation).  Six  Units  have  been 
revived  during  the  year.  These  are  the  Walter  B.  Hill  Unit,  Albemarle;  the 
Hickory  Unit,  Hickory;  the  Coleman-Southard  Unit,  Reidsville;  the  Vester- 
Wheless  Unit,  Spring  Hope;  the  Caro  E.  Freeman  Unit,  Bryson  City;  and 
the  Wilder  Q.  Gresham  Unit,  Mooresville. 

The  Department  has  a  clear  record  at  National  Headquarters,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  obligations  having  been  met: 

$250.00  Contributed  to  the  National  Rehabilitation  Fund; 

$214.40  (more  than  ten  cents  per  member,  the  requested  amount)  con¬ 
tributed  for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  the  Auxiliary  Billet  at 
Otter  Lake,  Mich.; 

$  10.00  Contributed  to  the  Minnesota  Revolving  Fund — a  fund  used  for 
the  disabled  of  that  State; 

$  50.00  A  contribution  of  $1.00  per  Unit,  paid  toward  furnishing  National 

Headquarters; 
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Contributions  from  the  Units,  giving  ten  per  cent,  of  their  poppy 
proceeds,  forwarded  to  National; 

Every  Unit  operating  under  a  bond. 

With  these  requirements  met,  we  are  expecting  to  receive  a  citation  at  the 
National  Convention  in  Omaha. 

To  all  Units,  Chairmen  of  Committees,  and  District  Committeewomen, 
thirteen  General  Bulletins  and  seventeen  Special  Bulletins  have  been  issued 
from  Department  Headquarters,  as  well  as  twenty-two  Bulletins  dealing 
with  the  work  of  the  various  Chairmen. 

The  District  Committeewomen  were  sent  lists  of  the  counties  in  their  re¬ 
spective  Districts,  with  the  names  of  Legion  Posts  and  Auxiliary  Units  in 
these  counties.  Much  correspondence  has  been  done  regarding  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  new  Units,  but  so  far  only  the  three  mentioned  above  have  been 
definitely  organized  and  charters  applied  for.  At  present  there  are  negotia¬ 
tions  for  several  other  new  Units,  and  we  are  expecting  some  of  these  efforts 
to  bear  fruit. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  District  Meetings,  and  the  District  Com¬ 
mitteewomen  supplied  with  copies  of  a  suggested  program  for  same. 

Copies  of  minutes  of  the  National  Convention  were  sent  Department  Of¬ 
ficers,  each  Unit  President,  and  Department  Chairman.  Much  literature 
was  furnished  and  many  letters  written  in  appeals  for  the  Legion’s  $5,000,000 
Endowment  Fund. 

Each  Unit  was  furnished  a  list  of  Department  Officers  and  Executive 
Committeewomen,  and  every  Officer  and  Executive  Committeewoman  fur¬ 
nished  a  list  of  Units  and  Unit  Presidents,  and  names  of  Unit  Chairmen 
of  Committees  sent  to  the  corresponding  Department  Chairmen;  Flag  pam¬ 
phlets  and  other  literature  supplied  the  Units  and  Committeewomen. 

Credentials  were  filled  out  and  sashes  ordered  for  numbers  of  Depart¬ 
ment  and  Unit  Officers.  Stands  of  Colors  have  also  been  ordered  for  several 

X 

Units. 

Your  Secretary  attended  the  Department  Executive  Committee  Meeting  in 
Greensboro,  last  November,  the  meeting  of  the  Sixth  District  held  in  Salis¬ 
bury  in  the  early  Spring,  and  the  second  meeting  of  the  Seventh  District  in 
Sanford,  and  also  visited  the  Charlotte  Unit  once,  in  company  with  the 
President,  Miss  Lee. 

The  new  membership  blanks  were  furnished  all  Units,  and  more  than 
1500  of  these  blanks,  giving  the  service  records  of  Legionnaire  relatives,  have 
been  received  from  the  Units  and  filed  for  Historical  records,  many  of  them 
having  been  filled  out  at  Department  Headquarters.  Many  letters  have 
been  written  the  Adjutant-General  of  this  and  other  States,  requesting  in¬ 
formation  on  the  service  of  men  who  died  either  during  or  since  the  war. 
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In  all,  several  thousand  letters  have  been  written  and  messages  of  various 
kinds  sent  from  Headquarters  by  your  Secretary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  SAM  H,  LEE 


Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston,  Department  Historian,  submitted  her  re¬ 
port. 


HISTORICAL  REPORT 


Since  our  birth,  four  years  ago,  we  have  grown  into  an  inquisitive  child, 
demanding  more  information  each  year,  which  is  a  sure  demonstration  of 
our  progress,  and  progress  makes  history. 

What  an  interesting  year  Department  Headquarters  at  Monroe  have  made 
it  for  each  Unit,  with  their  almost  weekly  bulletins,  giving  us  so  much  valu¬ 
able  information  as  to  what  was  being  done.  One  could  not  help  but  feel 
that  each  and  every  one  of  us  has  had  a  part  in  its  functioning. 

With  deep  sorrow,  your  Historian  chronicles  here  the  sad  passing  on  June 
1,  of  our  beloved  Department  President  of  last  year,  Mrs.  James  Renwick 
Wilkes.  In  Mrs.  Wilkes’  going  we  lose  our  first  Department  Officer.  She 
was  also  the  first  National  Executive  Committee  member  to  die  in  office, 
she  having  held  that  office  this  year.  The  membership  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  feels  a  distinct  loss  in  Mrs.  Wilkes’  passing,  as  do  also 
the  boys  at  Oteen,  for  she  was  ever  mindful  of  them  with  her  encouraging 
word  and  helping  hand. 

Not  only  has  our  State  had  a  loss  in  Mrs.  Wilkes’  going,  but  Nationally 
we  had  a  sad  loss  when,  in  February,  our  National  Past  President,  Dr.  Kate 
Waller  Barrett,  was  taken  from  us.  In  the  death  of  these  two  splendid 
women,  we  mourn,  but  their  memory  will  ever  be  awake  within  our  circle. 

On  September  2,  1924,  at  the  Fourth  Annual  Convention,  held  in  Ashe¬ 
ville,  N.  C.,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  of  Monroe,  was  unanimously  elected  Depart¬ 
ment  President.  Miss  Lee  was  also  elected  to  serve  as  Alternate  National 
Executive  Committeewoman,  and  at  the  death  of  Mrs.  Wilkes,  National 
Executive  Committeewoman,  succeeded  to  that  position. 

The  other  State  Officers  elected  for  the  year  were:  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe, 
First  Vice-President,  of  Lexington;  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Whitman,  Second  Vice- 
President,  of  Asheville;  Mrs.  Frank  S.  Spruill,  Chaplain,  of  Rocky  Mount; 
Miss  Lida  T.  Rodman,  Historian,  of  Washington.  Miss  Rodman  unfor¬ 
tunately  had  to  give  up  the  office  of  Historian,  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston,  of 
Southern  Pines,  took  her  place.  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee  was  appointed  to  the 
position  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  soon  after  the  Convention. 

The  Department  has  been  greatly  honored  in  furnishing  as  the  National 
Vice-President  of  the  Southern  District,  comprising  fourteen  Southern 
States,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  of  Salisbury.  Mrs.  Burt  organized  the  Depart- 
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ment  of  North  Carolina,  was  National  Executive  Committeewoman  for 
two  years,  and  has  always  been  active  in  the  affairs  of  her  own  Unit,  the 
Samuel  C.  Hart,  of  Salisbury. 

As  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  report,  we  are  growing,  and  today 
we  have  a  membership  of  2249,  this  number  being  divided  into  fifty  active 
Units.  We  are  proud  of  our  three  new  Units  which  have  been  organized 
this  year.  They  are  the  Ellis-Williamson  Unit,  at  Raeford,  the  Otis  D. 
Green  Unit,  at  Kings  Mountain,  and  the  Charles  R.  Gavin  Unit,  Warsaw 
(in  process  of  formation).  Your  Historian  is  very  happy  to  state  that  she 
was  present  with  Miss  Lee  when  the  Raeford  Unit  was  formed. 

4 

In  addition  to  these  organizations,  the  Units  at  Mooresville,  Albemarle, 
Hickory,  Reidsville,  Bryson  City,  and  Spring  Hope,  have  revived  them¬ 
selves,  and  are  now  functioning  splendidly.  Twenty  Units  have  applied 
for  and  received  their  permanent  charters.  Seventeen  Units,  I  am  sorry  to 
state,  had  absolutely  refused  to  function  in  any  way  for  some  time  before 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  and,  in  order  to  clear  the  record,  have  been  ad¬ 
judged  “dead,”  and  “cut  off.” 

It  was  officially  adopted  at  the  Fourth  National  Convention,  at  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  last  October,  that  new  membership  forms  be  used.  These  blanks  for 
present  members,  as  well  as  for  those  who  become  members,  have  been 
adopted  to  the  exclusion  of  any  and  all  forms  previously  used. 

The  greater  part  of  these  membership  blanks  have  been  turned  over  to 
the  Department  Secretary,  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  and  they  will  be  kept  by  the 
Secretary  until  she  is  through  with  them,  when  they  will  be  turned  over  to 
the  Department  Historian  for  her  files. 

We  are  very  proud  of  our  Lee  County  Unit,  of  Sanford,  for  its  won¬ 
derful  work  during  the  Coal  Glen  Mine  disaster,  which  occurred  May  27. 
Their  members  were  untiring  in  the  help  they  gave  the  relief  workers  and  the 
families  of  the  stricken  men.  They  worked  on  a  twenty-four  hour  basis, 

assisting  in  very  way  possible,  and  are  still  caring  for  the  stricken  families. 

Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Nimocks,  of  Fayetteville,  Department  Publicity  Chairman, 
rushed  to  Sanford  immediately  upon  hearing  of  the  disaster,  and  was  of 
great  assistance  to  the  Unit  there.  A  wire  was  sent  out  asking  for  a  relief 
fund  for  the  carrying  on  of  this  work,  which  request  met  quick  response 
from  all  the  Units  and  other  organizations,  as  well  as  individuals.  In 
speaking  of  the  relief  work  that  the  Auxiliary  of  Sanford  did,  our  National 
President,  Mrs.  O.  D.  Oliphant,  expressed  it  well  when  she  said,  “I  consider 
it  one  of  the  most  constructive  pieces  of  work  accomplished  during  the 
year  in  any  locality  where  we  are  organized.” 

Another  splendid  work  has  been  accomplished  this  year  by  our  Child 

Welfare  Chairman,  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  and  that  is  the  maintaining 

of  a  public  health  nurse  to  work  among  the  families  of  the  men  at  Oteen. 
On  May  1,  Miss  Lula  Whitesides,  R.  N.,  began  work  for  us  among  the 
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families  of  our  boys  who  are  patients  at  Oteen.  The  American  Legion  has 
enthusiastically  accepted  this  plan,  and  agreed  to  co-operate  with  the  Aux¬ 
iliary  in  this  work  by  contributing  to  its  support. 

The  Auxiliary  played  a  large  part  in  the  Endowment  Fund  Campaign 
being  carried  on  by  the  American  Legion.  In  Lexington,  the  Auxiliary 
Committee  raised  the  largest  amount  secured  by  any  committee.  Talks 
were  made,  subscriptions  solicited,  and  much  valuable  information  was 
given  by  us. 

The  Department  has  over-contributed  its  quota  for  the  purchase  and 
maintenance  of  the  Children’s  Billet  at  Otter  Lake,  Mich.,  “The  House  that 
Dimes  Built,”  in  the  amount  of  $214.40,  the  place  deriving  its  name  by 
dime  contributions.  This  is  at  present  the  home  of  seventeen  orphans  of 
veterans. 

Hand  in  hand  with  the  splendid  work  of  the  above-named  Departments 
goes  our  Prison  Work.  Mrs.  D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin,  chairman  of  Prison 
Work,  deserves  much  praise  for  her  untiring  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  men  who  have  been  tempted,  and  we  regret  that  she  will  not  be 
able  to  carry  on  her  branch  of  work  for  the  coming  year. 

The  largest  Poppy  sale  the  Department  has  ever  known  was  put  over  on 
Memorial  Day — approximately  fifty  thousand  Poppies,  made  by  the  dis¬ 
abled  soldiers  or  by  Unit  members,  having  been  sold.  Also,  co-operation 
with  the  Disabled  Veterans  on  Forget-Me-Not  Day,  November  8,  1924, 
was  given  by  a  great  many  Units. 

There  has  been  a  marked  growth  in  the  display  of  the  Flag,  and  a  gen¬ 
eral  crusade  for  its  proper  use  and  respect,  with  excellent  results;  the  credit 
for  this  goes  to  our  Americanism  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin.  This 
is  a  very  important  work,  for  the  general  public  needs  to  be  taught  the 
proper  use  of  the  Flag.  What  a  thrilling  sensation  it  is  to  see  our  Flag 
hung  and  used  correctly;  but  how  humiliated  we  feel  when  we  see  it  dis¬ 
played  incorrectly,  and  only  because  of  ignorance !  Therefore,  the  Ameri¬ 
canism  Department  is  a  very  necessary  one. 

Our  Publicity  Chairman,  Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Nimocks,  has  certainly  kept 
us  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and  rightfully  so,  for  it  should  know  the  good 
work  we  are  carrying  on.  We  are  also  proud  to  state  that,  on  July  1  of 
this  year,  Governor  McLean  appointed  Mrs.  Nimocks  to  membership  on 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Orthopedic  Hospital,  in  Gastonia,  N.  C. 

Legislative  work  handled  by  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Chairman,  has  been 
most  effective.  Numerous  letters  have  been  sent  to  Senators  and  Represen¬ 
tatives,  urging  support  of  measures  for  ex-Service  men,  with  good  results. 
Major  Wade  H.  Phillips,  Department  Commander  of  the  American  Le¬ 
gion,  says  that  the  passage  of  the  Veterans’  Loan  Fund  Bill  was  due  in  a 
large  degree  to  the  efforts  of  the  Auxiliary,  for  our  women  were  busy  at  the 
polls,  explaining  the  meaning  of  the  bill. 
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The  Department  wired  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Adjutant-General  of 
the  State  pledging  co-operation  in  making  Defense  Test  Day  a  great  success. 

The  Department  of  Fidac  was  established,  with  Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels, 
of  Raleigh,  as  Chairman.  The  name  Fidac  means,  “Federation  Interallies 
des  Anciens  Combattants,”  the  initials  making  the  name.  Our  efforts  in 
this  have  been  toward  a  better  understanding  of  our  foreign  neighbors. 

I  have  received  splendid  reports  from  the  following  Units:  Mooresville, 
Louisburg,  Weldon,  Durham,  Greenville,  Washington,  Rocky  Mount,  Wil¬ 
mington,  Sanford,  Raleigh,  Scotland  Neck,  Hickory,  Wilson,  Kinston,  Lex¬ 
ington,  Asheville,  Gastonia,  Fayetteville,  Monroe,  Southern  Pines,  Charlotte, 
Greensboro,  New  Bern,  St.  Pauls,  and  Newton. 

What  a  labor  of  love  these  Units  have  set  forth  in  their  reports,  for  they 
show  that  they  have  given  much  joy  to  their  wards  at  Oteen  by  sending 
boxes  of  cake,  candy,  gifts,  etc.,  and  many  of  the  Units  sent  checks  to  Miss 
Gwaltney,  Chairman  of  Rehabilitation,  to  be  used  for  parties  for  the  boys. 

Miss  Gwaltney  reports  that  in  all,  the  Units  have  spent  $13,994.65  for 
Rehabilitation  work  at  Oteen.  Miss  Gwaltney  has  made  many  visits,  and 
we  all  know  of  her  untiring  efforts  and  her  devotion  to  our  boys. 

Miss  Lee  reports  a  splendid  spirit  of  friendship  with  our  sister  patriotic 
societies,  the  following  presentations  having  been  made  in  behalf  of  the 
Auxiliary. 

Presentation  of  Stand  of  Flags  by  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Department  Vice- 
President,  to  State  Division,  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  at  its 
Convention  in  Rocky  Mount,  October  21  to  24,  1925. 

Presentation  of  Greetings  by  Department  President  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Daughters  American  Revolution,  at  Asheville,  March  10  to 
12,  1925. 

Miss  Lee  also  participated  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Celebration 
of  the  Signing  of  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence,  at  Char¬ 
lotte,  May  20,  1925.  She  was  also  a  guest  of  the  Central  Council  of  Chap¬ 
ters  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  at  a  breakfast  honoring 
Mrs.  Anthony  Wayne  Cook,  President-General  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  and  spoke 
in  behalf  of  the  Auxiliary.  Miss  Lee  also  was  the  guest  of  the  Business 
and  Professional  Women’s  Club  at  a  luncheon  honoring  Miss  Sarah  Schuy¬ 
ler  Butler,  personal  representative  of  President  Coolidge  at  the  celebration. 
She  was  one  of  the  guests  of  honor  at  the  garden  party  given  by  all  patriotic 
societies  of  the  City  of  Charlotte.  On  December  4,  1924,  Miss  Lee  attended 
the  unveiling  ceremonies  of  two  tablets  honoring  service  men  and  women 
of  Anson  County,  at  Wadesboro.  These  tablets  were  erected  by  Craighead 
Dunlap  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

The  Department  has  co-operated  in  all  National  Auxiliary  plans.  To 
those  already  mentioned  may  be  added  the  contribution  of  $1.00  per  Unit, 
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a  total  of  $50.00  for  furnishing  National  Headquarters;  the  bonding  of 
the  Department  and  all  Unit  Treasurers,  and  securing  of  permanent  char¬ 
ters  by  all  Units.  Ten  dollars  was  contributed  to  the  Minnesota  Revolving 
Fund. 

A  deed  has  been  secured,  a  park  established,  and  a  marker  placed  on  the 
highway  directing  the  passer-by  to  the  monument  erected  on  the  site  of 
McKamey  Cabin,  the  birthplace  of  Andrew  Jackson,  seventh  President  of 
the  United  States. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Legion,  a  good  many  of  the  Units  this  year 
have  aided  in  the  placing  of  markers  on  the  graves  of  ex-Service  men. 

Mrs.  O.  D.  Oliphant,  National  President  of  the  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary,  extended  an  invitation  to  sixteen  Women’s  National  Patriotic  Or¬ 
ganizations,  to  meet  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  February  22  to  25,  1925, 
to  study  National  Preparedness  in  all  its  varied  aspects.  North  Carolina 
participated  in  the  conference,  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  of  Salisbury,  National 
Fice-President  of  the  Auxiliary,  representing  the  Southern  Division.  This 
conference  on  National  Defense  as  Peace  Insurance  was  most  successful. 

This  year  it  was  decided  by  National  Headquarters  to  publish  the  history 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  for  the  past  three  years,  so,  as  your  His¬ 
torian,  I  have  compiled  and  sent  to  our  National  Historian  data,  etc., 
pertaining  to  the  Department.  This,  together  with  the  history  of  our  sister 
States,  is  being  put  into  book  form,  and  will  be  ready  I  believe,  and  for 
sale,  at  the  National  Convention,  at  Omaha,  in  October.  Fifteen  copies 
have  already  been  subscribed  for  by  North  Carolina  Units. 

In  the  year’s  work,  I  have  sent  out  approximately  two  hundred  ques¬ 
tionnaires,  and  many  letters,  and  I  want  to  compliment  the  Units  who  did 
answer  for  their  promptness  and  labor.  The  reports  show  great  progress 
in  this  work,  and  that  foremost  in  our  thoughts  is  the  helping  hand  for  the 
disabled  veterans  for  whom  the  fight  has  not  yet  ended. 

Respectfully  submitted 

(MRS.  J.  E.)  HELEN  L.  POLSTON 

Miss  Rebe  H.  Shields  made  the  report  of  the  Second  District 
Committeewoman  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  SECOND  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

In  late  November,  Miss  Annie  Lee  called  me  over  the  phone,  and  asked  if  I 
would  serve  as  Committeewoman  of  the  Second  District.  Bing  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  this  office,  I  refused,  but  Miss 
Lee  refused  to  listen,  so  I  consented,  on  condition  that  she  instruct  me  step 
by  step  as  to  my  work  and  duties.  Being  aw’ay  on  my  vacation  during  the 
month  of  December,  my  active  duties  began  with  the  New  Year.  Both 
Miss  Lee  and  Mrs.  Sam  Lee  have  assisted  and  helped  me  in  every'  way  pos- 
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sible,  but  I  fear  that  my  report  falls  far  short  of  the  goal  that  I  should 
have  reached,  on  account  of  not  really  knowing  and  understanding  the 
scope  of  the  work  that  I  have  so  much  enjoyed. 

The  Second  District  is  comprised  of  eight  counties,  with  the  following 
active  Units:  Wilson,  Tarboro,  Warrenton,  Scotland  Neck,  Weldon,  Kinston, 
and  Snow  Hill.  As  a  report  of  the  individual  Unit  activities  would  dupli¬ 
cate  the  regular  Unit  reports,  I  will  attempt  a  general  resume  of  the  district 
work  as  a  whole. 

The  first  request  from  the  Department  was  that  we  work  up  a  District 
Meeting,  in  February,  in  conjunction  with  the  Legion.  A  day  was  set, 
and  the  meeting  called,  but  unforeseen  events  necessitated  its  postpone¬ 
ment,  and  after  that  it  seemed  impossible  to  get  any  further  response  from 
the  Legion.  After  much  desperate  correspondence  with  all  the  Units,  and 
with  Miss  and  Mrs.  Lee,  March  18  was  set  for  the  meeting,  and  Wilson 
was  named  as  the  most  central  location.  After  more  and  much  more  des¬ 
perate  correspondence,  we  gathered  in  Wilson  on  the  eighteenth. 

Mrs.  Swindell,  President  of  the  Wilson  Auxiliary,  most  cordially  invited 
the  Units  to  be  the  guests  of  the  Wilson  Unit,  and  all  members  of  the 
Auxiliary  were  welcomed  and  made  to  feel  at  home  by  the  charming  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Wilson  Unit.  The  school  auditorium  had  been  beautifully  deco¬ 
rated  by  them  for  the  occasion,  and  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  two 
p.  m.,  it  being  our  privilege  to  have  the  Fourth  District,  with  delegates 
from  Raleigh  and  Rocky  Mount,  meet  with  us. 

Commander  Dempsey,  of  the  Wilson  Post,  introduced  Brig. -Gen.  A.  J. 
Bowley,  who  made  an  inspiring  talk  on  Americanism  and  the  Citizens  Mili¬ 
tary  Training  Camps.  Mr.  Lindsey  Skerry,  Field  Secretary  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion,  spoke  eloquently  and  touchingly  of  the  crying  needs  and  the 
divine  challenge  of  the  Five  Million  Dollar  Endowment  Fund. 

Miss  Lee  made  a  splendid  talk  on  the  program  of  the  Auxiliary,  particu¬ 
larly  emphasizing  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare,  and  the  Poppy  Program. 
Brief  talks  were  made  by  Mrs.  Evelyn  Nimocks,  Publicity  Chairman,  and 
Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter,  Memorial  Chairman. 

The  following  Units,  which  were  represented,  Tarboro,  Scotland  Neck, 
Weldon,  Kinston,  Rocky  Mount,  Raleigh,  Snow  Hill,  Enfield,  and  Wilson, 
made  their  reports,  showing  in  these  that  they  had  caught  the  spirit  of 
sparkling  enthusiasm  of  our  gallant  leader,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  and  were  carry¬ 
ing  forward  the  great  responsibilities  and  large  problems  that  lie  very  close 
to  our  hearts. 

After  the  meeting,  Mrs.  Swindell  graciously  invited  the  assemblage  to  the 
dining-room  of  the  school  building,  where  a  delightfully  informal  reception 
was  held. 

Since  this  meeting,  there  has  seemed  no  part  for  me,  as  Committeewoman, 
to  take  in  furthering  this  great  work.  However,  I  have  written  letters 
trying  to  organize  new  Units,  and  have  read  with  interest  all  bulletins  and 
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letters  from  Headquarters,  and  wherever  one  of  my  Units  had  fallen  be¬ 
hind  in  any  work  or  in  any  report,  I  have  endeavored  to  remind  it  of  this, 
particularly  my  very  own  Unit,  Scotland  Neck,  where  it  has  been  my 
privilege  to  work  side  by  side  with  our  local  President  in  all  that  we  have 
accomplished. 

I  submit  this  report  with  apologies  for  my  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  work, 
and  of  the  accomplishments  wrought,  but  I  want  to  thank  all  the  Units  for 
their  cordial  co-operation  and  spirit  of  courteous  friendliness.  I  want  par¬ 
ticularly  to  thank  our  State  President  and  Secretary  for  their  ever  ready 
help  and  quick  response  to  my  various  calls  in  time  of  need.  I  am  sorry 
that  I  could  not  do  more,  but  I  thank  you  for  the  privilege  of  serving  this 
great  organization  of  service  and  love  in  the  capacity  of  Committeewoman 
during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted 

REBE  H.  SHIELDS 

Mrs.  Tom  C.  Daniels  made  the  report  of  the  Third  District 
Committeewoman  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  THIRD  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

Madame  President,  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina: 

My  report  as  your  representative  of  the  Third  District,  I  regret  to  say, 
does  not  cover  any  material  gain  in  the  growth  of  Units  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

I  have  used  every  method  of  persuasion  and  communication  except  that 
of  visitation  to  the  various  Posts  in  the  District,  with  a  view  of  enlarging 
the  number  of  Units  and  of  trying  to  carry  on  the  efforts  of  our  President 
in  formulating  the  Unit  activities. 

Early  in  the  year,  I  wrote  the  Commander  of  each  Post  in  the  District, 
bringing  to  his  attention  the  usefulness  of  a  Unit  to  his  Post,  and  request¬ 
ing  that  he  forward  to  me  the  names  of  some  of  his  women  folks  who 
would  be  interested  in  organizing  a  Unit  for  his  Post.  But  I  regret  to  have 
to  say  that,  although  I  again,  at  a  later  date,  made  a  second  request,  only 
one  Commander  gave  me  the  courtesy  of  a  reply. 

I  communicated  with  the  ladies  referred  to  me  by  him,  and  upon  request 
had  an  application  blank  forwarded  to  them.  .  But  I  regret  to  have  to  an¬ 
nounce  that  the  organization  was  not  effected.  At  a  later  date  in  the  year, 
the  Commander  made  a  second  request  for  an  application  blank,  which  was 
forwarded,  and  a  Unit  with  fifteen  members  is  now  being  formed  at  War¬ 
saw.  I  desire  to  report  that  I  have  assurance  that  a  Unit  will  be  or¬ 
ganized  by  the  Morehead  City  Post  after  this  Convention.  Mrs.  Hazel 
Chadwick,  who  has  been  a  member  of  our  Unit  at  New  Bern,  and  who 
very  ably  and  enthusiastically  served  as  our  Secretary  and  Treasurer  for 
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several  years,  is  now  residing  in  Morehead  City,  and  is  attending  this  Con¬ 
vention  with  a  view  of  forming  a  Unit  for  the  Morehead  City  Post  this 
year. 

I  close  the  report  with  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  show  a  progressive 
District  in  the  beloved  work  carried  on  by  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

MRS.  TOM  C.  DANIELS 

The  report  of  the  Fourth  District  Committeewoman  was  made 
by  Mrs.  C.  A.  Gosney,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  ACTING  FOURTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

Owing  to  illness,  Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcocke,  of  Rocky  Mount,  was  unable  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  Fourth  District  Committeewoman,  and  Miss  Lee  ap¬ 
pointed  me  to  act  in  her  place,  I  assuming  the  duties  of  this  office  on  March 
1.  There  was  not  an  opportunity  to  get  in  touch  with  Mrs.  Alcocke,  and 
ascertain  what  had  been  accomplished  prior  to  the  first  of  March ;  and  it  is 
very  much  regretted  that  a  report  cannot  be  made  for  the  entire  year. 

There  are  seven  active  Units  of  the  Auxiliary  in  the  District.  They  are 
not  many  in  number,  but  they  make  up  for  that  by  their  enthusiastic  work 
and  co-operation.  The  District  Committeewoman  has  kept  in  touch  with 
the  Units  as  much  as  possible  by  correspondence. 

A  joint  meeting  of  the  Second  and  Fourth  Districts  was  held  in  Wilson  on 
the  eighteenth  of  March.  This  meeting  was  called  at  the  suggestion  of  our 
President,  and  was  well  attended,  and  proved  beneficial,  not  only  to  those 
present,  but  also  to  the  members  generally.  Six  Units  of  the  Fourth  Dis¬ 
trict  were  represented,  Rocky  Mount  having  the  largest  delegation.  In¬ 
teresting  reports  as  to  the  year’s  work  were  made  by  representatives  present, 
and  plans  were  formulated  for  larger  activity.  Miss  Lee  spoke  on  the  work 
at  Oteen,  which  does,  and  should  always,  receive  our  earnest  support.  Gen. 
A.  J.  Bowley  made  a  very  interesting  address  on  the  Citizens  Military 
Training  Camps;  and  Mr.  A.  L.  Skerry,  of  National  Headquarters,  spoke 
regarding  the  Five  Million  Dollar  Endowment  Fund  and  the  great  good 
which  it  would  accomplish. 

There  will  be  a  greater  field  for  work  in  the  Auxiliary  the  coming  year, 
as  a  number  of  new  Units  have  been  organized,  and  a  number  which  had 
become  dormant  have  been  reorganized.  Prospects  for  a  larger  member¬ 
ship  and  more  effective  work  are  very  bright  in  this  District. 

MRS.  C.  A.  GOSNEY 

Miss  Eulalia  McGill  gave  the  Sixth  District  Committeewoman’s 
report  as  follows: 
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REPORT  OF  SIXTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

On  Friday,  January  30,  1925,  the  American  Legion  Posts  and  Auxiliary 
Units  of  the  Sixth  District  held  their  annual  meeting  jointly  in  the  Lorraine 
Hotel,  at  Lumberton. 

Invitations  urging  attendance  at  this  meeting  were  sent  to  representatives 
of  each  Auxiliary  Unit  in  the  District,  also  to  eligibles  in  towns  where  there 
are  Legion  Posts  but  no  Auxiliary  Units.  Despite  weather  conditions,  which 
hindered  the  attendance  somewhat,  a  good  representation  of  the  District 
was  present. 

After  the  luncheon,  served  to  the  guests  at  two  o’clock,  a  very  helpful 
and  inspiring  program  was  rendered.  Every  phase  of  Auxiliary  work  was 
discussed  by  Miss  Annie  Lee,  our  Department  President. 

In  February,  the  Sixth  District  Committeewoman  was  asked  to  go  to 
Fairmont,  to  assist  in  organizing  an  Auxiliary  Unit  there.  At  this  meeting, 
the  organization  was  practically  perfected.  Later,  dues  and  charter  fees 
were  collected  from  ten  ladies,  but,  due  to  discouragement  caused  by  failure 
to  get  historical  blanks  filled  out  and  returned,  the  charter  has  not  been  ap¬ 
plied  for.  But  it  is  hoped  that  even  yet  this  organization  can  complete 
qualifications  and  become  as  strong  as  any  in  the  State. 

Two  visits  have  been  made  in  the  interest  of  organizing  Auxiliary  Units 
in  the  District. 

EULALIA  McGILL 

Mrs.  Charles  Young  made  the  report  of  the  Seventh  District 
Committeewoman  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  SEVENTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

This  District  is  glad  to  report  one  new  Unit  for  the  year — that  of  the 
Ellis-Williamson  Post,  No.  20,  at  Raeford.  Efforts  were  made  to  organize 
this  Unit  last  year,  but  we  were  not  successful.  However,  due  to  the  efforts 
of  Miss  Annie  Lee,  our  State  President,  an  organization  was  formed  in 
March. 

A  new  Post  was  organized  at  Troy  on  May  1,  and  the  Commander  tells 
us  the  prospects  for  a  Unit  there  are  very  good,  and  we  think  an  organi¬ 
zation  can  be  formed  there  next  year. 

Two  joint  meetings  of  the  Legion  Posts  and  Auxiliary  Units  were  held 
during  the  year — one  at  Lexington,  on  January  29,  the  other  at  Sanford, 
March  27.  The  District  Committeeman  and  Committeewoman  attended 
both  meetings,  as  well  as  a  number  of  representatives  from  the  Posts  and 
Units  in  the  District.  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  our  first  State  President,  was 
present  at  both  meetings,  and  made  very  inspiring  talks,  and  Miss  Annie 
Lee,  our  present  President,  attended  the  latter  meeting,  and  made  a  splendid 
talk. 
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At  the  Lexington  meeting,  the  $5,000,000  Endowment  Fund  Campaign, 
and  the  securing  of  an  all-time  nurse  at  Oteen,  as  requested  by  the  Child 
Welfare  Chairmen  of  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary,  Miss  Alice  Gray  and 
Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  were  heartily  endorsed. 

The  Units  have  shown  their  faith  by  their  work,  for  when  called  upon 
they  responded  and  put  over  the  cause,  Lexington  being  the  first  town  in 
the  State  to  go  “over  the  top”  in  the  Endowment  Fund  Campaign. 

We  believe  the  District  Meetings  have  created  much  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  CHARLES  YOUNG 

The  following  report  was  made  for  the  Ninth  District,  by  Mrs. 
Reverdy  J.  Miller: 

REPORT  OF  NINTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

As  District  Committeewoman,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

A  joint  meeting  of  the  Auxiliary  Units  and  Legion  Posts  in  the  Ninth 
District  was  held  in  Charlotte  during  January.  Delegates  were  present 
from  Gastonia,  Belmont,  Newton,  and  Charlotte.  Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt, 
our  National  Vice-President,  made  the  chief  address,  and  presented  the  Na¬ 
tional  and  State  programs  for  the  year.  These  were  endorsed  by  the  dele¬ 
gates  present. 

During  this  year,  an  Auxiliary  Unit  was  organized  at  Kings  Mountain. 
This  is  the  Otis  D.  Green  Unit,  of  which  Mrs.  C.  E.  Neisler  is  the  President. 
Several  other  towns  where  there  are  Legion  Posts  were  visited,  and,  although 
Units  have  not  been  organized  in  these  places,  the  women  are  interested,  and 
hope  to  organize  soon. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MYRTLE  BOWMAN  MILLER 

(Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller) 

The  other  District  Committeewomen  being  absent,  their  re¬ 
ports  were  not  given. 

The  report  of  the  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  Mrs.  James  K. 
Norfleet,  was  read  by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt. 

CHILD  WELFARE  REPORT 

It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I  render  my  report  as  Child 
Welfare  Chairman  for  the  past  year.  We  have  taken  a  forward  step,  and 
really  have  something  to  be  proud  of.  Miss  Lula  Whitesides,  of  Gastonia, 
a  Registered  Nurse,  and  one  fully  equipped  for  the  work,  having  taken  a 
Social  Welfare  Course  in  New  York  city,  and  having  had  three  years’ 
experience  as  a  welfare  worker  in  the  mill  section  of  Gastonia,  began  work 
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for  us  May  1  among  the  families  of  our  ex-Service  men  living  around 

Oteen,  the  maintenance  of  her  work  being  provided  by  the  Legion  Posts 

and  Auxiliary  Units  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina.  Miss  White- 

sides  has  found  much  need  of  her  services  in  every  home.  Great  apprecia¬ 
tion  has  been  shown.  The  sick  men  have  expressed  their  sincere  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  her  effort.  One  of  them  said  to  me  on  a  recent  visit,  “This  is  the 

most  constructive  work  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  have  ever  undertaken;” 

another,  “Now  you  are  doing  something — do  make  it  permanent;”  and 
many  are  their  expressions  of  satisfaction  and  delight  at  knowing  that  their 
loved  ones  are  being  cared  for,  and  have  a  friend  ever  ready  to  serve  them. 
One  of  the  Red  Cross  Workers  said  to  me,  “Had  you  looked  the  world  over 
you  couldn’t  have  found  a  worker  better  equipped  for  her  job;  Miss  White- 
sides  fits  in  everywhere.”  I  am  so  glad  she  will  be  with  you,  and  I  want 
her  to  tell  you  all  about  her  work.  I  feel  sure  you  will  go  back  to  your 
Unit  resolved  to  let  Child  Welfare  WTork  rank  with  your  care  for  the  boys 
in  your  Ward.  The  following  Units  have  sent  me  their  year’s  report  with 
the  name  of  their  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  most  of  them  reporting  definite 
work  accomplished:  Asheville,  Belmont,  Brevard,  Charlotte,  Concord,  Dur¬ 
ham,  Fuquay  Springs,  Gastonia,  Greensboro,  Greenville,  High  Point,  Kings 
Mountain,  Kinston,  Lenoir,  Lexington,  Louisburg,  Marion,  Monroe,  Moores- 
ville,  New  Bern,  Newton,  North  Wilkesboro,  Raleigh,  Raeford,  Rocky 
Mount,  Salisbury,  Sanford,  Scotland  Neck,  Southern  Pines,  Statesville,  Sylva, 
Tarboro,  Washington,  Weldon,  Wilmington,  Wilson,  Winston-Salem.  I 
have  visited  Oteen  twice  during  the  year,  answered  all  letters,  sent  out 
four  bulletins,  and  have  written  all  Units  which  sent  names  of  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Chairmen,  and  a  number  of  others;  addressing  them  through  their 
President.  I  feel  that  our  Child  Welfare  Program  has  reached  every  Unit, 
and  sincerely  hope  there  will  not  be  a  Unit  whose  name  does  not  appear 
on  this  list. 

In  closing  my  report,  I  beg  to  make  the  following  recommendations: 

(1)  That  we  find  the  ways  and  means  to  build  a  small  clinic  for  this 
work  at  Oteen, 

(2)  That  an  advisory  committee,  composed  of  the  Tenth  District  Com¬ 
mitteeman  of  the  Legion  and  Committeewoman  of  the  Auxiliary,  the  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Oteen  Post,  the  Commander  of  the  Asheville  Post,  and  the 
President  of  the  Asheville  Auxiliary  Unit,  be  appointed  to  keep  us  advised 
about  the  Oteen  nurse  work. 

One  other  thing  I  must  add  before  closing,  namely,  that  negotiations  are 
being  carried  on  for  the  adoption  of  the  orphan  of  a  World  War  Veteran 
by  a  family  in  our  State,  and  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  this  project  will 
be  successful. 
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Again  let  me  thank  you  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  and 
beg  to  express  my  disappointment  that  I  cannot  be  with  you.  Assuring 
you  of  my  continued  interest  and  readiness  to  serve  at  all  times. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  JAMES  K.  NORFLEET 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  splendid  report,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mrs.  Burt,  and  unanimously  carried,  that  the  Convention  send 
Mrs.  Norfleet  a  vote  of  thanks  for  her  continued  efforts  in  fur¬ 
thering  the  Auxiliary’s  program,  as  evidenced  by  this  report. 

Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Department  Chairman  of  Rehabilita¬ 
tion,  gave  her  report  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  REHABILITATION  CHAIRMAN 

Madame  President,  Ladies  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary: 

Before  making  my  report,  I  wish  to  tell  you  that  what  I  am  saying  is 
absolutely  true.  I  have  not  drawn  on  my  imagination  in  the  slightest.  I 
cannot  tell  it  to  you  as  it  really  is,  for  if  I  were  to  do  so  I  could  not  bear 
to  read  it,  nor  could  you  bear  to  hear  it,  but  I  must  be  true  to  my  boys 
who  have  gone  on,  and  to  those  who  are  still  with  us,  and  in  this  I  include 
the  women  also,  for  the  good  soldiers  were  not  all  men. 

All  that  I  ask  is  that  you  listen,  get  the  vision,  go  home,  and  carry  on  as 
you’ve  never  done  before.  How  I  wish  that  I  need  not  put  in  writing 
anything  which  we  have  done,  for  I  was  taught  from  childhood  not  to  let 
my  right  hand  know  what  my  left  hand  was  doing,  but  because  we  are 
human,  we  must  be  encouraged;  because  we  are  curious,  we  must  know 
what  the  others  are  doing.  Some  of  us  must  have  a  little  rivalry,  to  do  our 
best,  yet  in  the  last  day  when  the  Great  Assayer  pans  us  out  he  will  find 
lots  of  pure  gold,  and  the  dross  will  be  thrown  away. 

Madam  President,  I  wish  to  thank  you  and  Mrs.  Lee  and  the  Ladies  of 
the  Auxiliary  for  the  help  and  wonderful  co-operation  which  you  have  given 
me  this  year. 

There  were  times  when  my  faith  failed  me,  and  I  would  have  lain  down 
on  my  job  but  for  your  interest  and  timely  aid. 

To  you  who  took  the  time  to  write  me  and  ask,  “What  can  we  do  to 
help,”  I  wish  to  say  that  you  did  not  dream  of  how  you  were  helping  me  to 
keep  eternally  at  it. 

The  work  is  so  stupendous,  the  emotional  strain  so  great,  that  you  feel 
more  and  more  your  unworthiness,  and  that  you  must  have  the  loving  heart 
of  a  mother,  the  strength  of  a  Gibraltar  and  the  wisdom  of  Solomon.  I 
often  feel  like  the  little  girl  who  was  found  in  the  bathtub  very  much  be¬ 
draggled.  When  her  mother  said,  “Mary,  what  in  the  world  are  you 
doing?”  she  replied,  “I’ve  been  trying  to  walk  on  the  water,  and  I  want 
you  to  know  it’s  no  fool’s  job.” 
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At  times,  when  the  waters  almost  close  over  me,  I  hear  a  small  voice 
saying,  “Oh  ye  of  little  Faith,”  and  “According  to  your  faith  be  it  unto  you,” 
and  because  of  this  I  can  pick  up  and  carry  on;  but  who  is  equal  to  the 
task? 

At  each  visit,  I  feel  as  though  so  many  crying  needs  go  unnoticed.  To 
see  a  need  is  to  supply  it,  so  when  my  fund  is  insufficient,  I  do  not  see  it, 
for  there  is  nothing  harder  for  these  sick  boys  than  to  pin  their  faith  to 
someone  and  have  that  one  fail  them. 

They  like  to  get  their  own  packages  and  checks,  and  every  Ward  has 
asked  not  once  but  many  times  to  have  its  things  sent  direct.  We  give  the 
personal  touch  which  pleases  our  boys.  When  a  package  is  sent,  write  your 
boys  telling  them  what  is  sent,  and  how  sent.  Get  acquainted  with  your 
boys.  Your  letters  are  either  passed  around  the  Ward,  or  tacked  upon  the 
bulletin  boards  for  all  to  read.  As  a  rule,  your  checks  are  divided  among 
the  boys  on  the  Ward  who  aren’t  drawing  compensation.  Once  a  month  is 
not  too  often  to  remember  your  Ward — most  of  the  Units  do  it,  and  it 
gives  the  boys  something  to  look  forward  to,  and  every  attention  we  show 
them  helps  to  keep  up  the  morale  of  the  Ward. 

There  were  thirty-nine  Wards  to  care  for  this  year.  These  Wards  are 
scattered  over  a  large  area,  and  it  takes  a  week  of  constant  visiting  to  cover 
the  ground.  There  have  been  over  eleven  hundred  men  at  Oteen,  but 
they  are  trying  to  cut  down  the  number,  and  now  there  are  only  about 
eight  hundred.  At  each  visit,  I  speak  to  and  shake  hands  with  practically 
every  man.  Each  Ward  is  visited,  and  the  needs  of  its  boys  looked  after. 
I  visit  the  sicker  Wards  several  times,  and  often  am  sent  for  to  look  after 
some  “Buddy”  who  is  ill,  or  one  who  for  some  reason  is  not  drawing  com¬ 
pensation. 

Some  of  the  problems  that  we  have  to  solve  are,  having  the  insurance  re¬ 
instated,  looking  up  compensations,  seeing  that  the  Rehabilitation  Chairman 
of  other  States  looks  after  families  of  boys  from  their  own  States  who  are 
at  Oteen,  and  many  other  such  things. 

The  three  Service  Organizations  at  Oteen  are  the  Legion,  the  Disabled 
American  Veterans  of  the  World  War,  and  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars. 
I  have  appealed  to  them  for  help  many  times,  and  wouldn’t  know  how  to 
get  along  without  them.  All  I  have  to  do  is  to  take  a  request  to  their 
Service  Officer,  and  it  is  attended  to  at  once,  and  they  have  gotten  won¬ 
derful  results.  These  Organizations  are  composed  of  the  patients  themselves, 
and  are  headed  by  level-headed,  level-thinking,  fair-minded  men,  who  do 
not  go  off  at  a  tangent  but  know  what  they  are  doing,  and  for  them  I  be¬ 
speak  our  co-operation  always. 

“The  Skylight,”  the  little  paper,  is  by  far  the  best  paper  they  have  ever 
had  at  Oteen.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  if  every  Unit  subscribed  to  it.  We 
could  do  our  work  in  a  more  intelligent  way,  for  every  new  ruling  of  the 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


111 


Veterans’  Bureau  is  published,  and  every  change  of  importance  noted.  It 
is  well  for  us  to  keep  up  with  this  information,  and  the  Ward  news  from 
some  of  the  Wards  is  most  interesting — and,  too,  the  paper  is  published  by 
our  own  boys. 

OTHER  ST  ATI.? 

And  now  I  come  to  one  of  the  most  pleasant  phases  of  the  year’s  work — 
that  is,  the  wonderful  co-operation  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Frederick  P.  Moore. 
The  letters  of  interest  and  appreciation  for  the  care  we  are  taking  of  their 
boys  more  than  repay  us  for  any  effort  we  have  made.  They  have  fallen  in 
with  every  plan,  doing  big  things  in  a  big  way,  and  helping  with  Wards  as 
well  as  individuals,  and  never  a  request  has  gone  unnoticed.  Three  player 
pianos,  costing  $650.00  each,  were  given,  a  Victrola,  records,  curtains,  bath¬ 
robes,  slippers,  bed  lamps,  pajamas,  games,  cards,  individual  coffee  pots, 
etc.,  by  the  dozen,  and  many  bulbs  for  fall  planting — one  thousand  at  one 
shipment;  and  other  things  too  numerous  to  mention. 

At  Easter,  about  four  hundred  baskets,  with  eggs,  chicks,  etc.,  with  which 
to  fill  them,  were  sent,  besides  many,  many  lovely  packages.  Fifteen  Wards 
were  adopted,  and  Mrs.  Moore  tells  me  that  the  other  Wards  may  be 
adopted.  Also  a  check  for  $10.00  comes  each  month  for  each  of  three 
Wards. 

At  Christmas,  I  was  asked  to  personally  deliver  a  beautifully  engraved 
Legion  Auxiliary  Christmas  card  along  with  a  crisp  one  dollar  bill  to  each 
of  the  one  hundred  forty-eight  Pennsylvania  men  at  Oteen.  I  found  a 
Pennsylvania  man  or  nurse  in  every  Ward,  and  as  it  takes  almost  a  week  to 
cover  the  ground,  I  sent  a  call  to  each  Ward,  asking  the  men  who  could  to 
come  to  me  and  bring  the  names  of  all  Pennsylvania  men  on  their  Ward. 
It  was  an  inspiring  sight  to  see  these  lads  streaming  in  with  faces  all  alight, 
so  pleased  to  have  a  message  from  home.  I  went  to  see  the  sicker  men,  to 
carry  a  message  of  love  along  with  their  dollar  bill.  It  took  the  whole  day 
before  Christmas  to  receive  and  distribute  the  wonderful  individual  pack¬ 
ages  that  were  sent  me  to  use  where  needed. 

I  received  a  shock  when  I  got  so  many  letters  saying,  “Your  letters  are 
read  at  our  Bi,  Tri,  and  Four-County  Council  meetings,”  so  I  said  to 
myself,  “Well,  Madam,  here  is  where  you  stop  saying  ary  and  nary,”  and 
“dot  your  i’s  and  cross  your  t’s  and  mind  your  p’s  and  q’s,”  but  these  wo¬ 
men  are  so  interested  in  the  real  thing  that  they  cast  the  mantle  of  charity 
over  all  my  shortcomings.  I  could  talk  on  and  on  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
never  get  through — I  love  her;  but  I  must  pass  on  to  Georgia’s  gift  at 
Christmas  of  a  Victrola  which  was  placed  on  1-11,  and  to  Virginia’s  interest 
in  her  men.  and  the  packages  sent  them.  Some  of  the  other  States  sent 
individual  packages  to  their  men,  remembrances  coming  even  from  the 
Legion  Auxiliary  in  Sitka,  Alaska. 
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CHRISTMAS 

I  have  spent  six  Christmases  at  Oteen,  and  I  declare  to  you  that  it  is  a 
most  wonderful  experience,  but  before  I  can  enjoy  it,  I  must  answer  hun¬ 
dreds  of  letters,  connect  every  boy  with  his  own  State,  write  everywhere 
for  lists  of  North  Carolina  boys  out  of  the  State,  purchase  a  gift  for  the 
Legion  Auxiliary,  wrap,  address,  and  enclose  a  message  of  love  and  send  to 
each  North  Carolina  boy  out  of  the  State.  Bulletins  must  be  gotten  out, 
also  letters  written  to  almost  every  Service  Organization  in  the  Country — 
Legion,  Auxiliary,  Gold  Star  Mothers,  War  Mothers,  Mothers  of  Democracy, 
and  Service  Star  Mothers;  “Buddies”  hunted  up,  and  boys  who  have  known 
husbands  of  widows  who  want  war  records  hunted  up,  etc. 

You  see  your  Chairman’s  chair  is  a  “Settee,”  but  it’s  a  wonderful  settee, 
though  it  sits  pretty  hard  sometimes. 

At  Christmas,  every  Unit  puts  its  best  foot  foremost.  To  have  a  Ward 
properly  looked  after,  there  must  be  Ward  decorations,  and  tree  decorations, 
and  each  man  must  have  his  own  real  gift,  such  as  you  would  give  your 
husband  or  brother  or  son,  and  a  real  Christmas  stocking  with  all  its  fool¬ 
ishness  and  toys,  and,  “Don’t  forget  the  toys!”  Several  Wards  were  left 
on  my  hands  last  year,  because  some  of  the  Units  had  died,  or  grown  in¬ 
different,  or  thought  it  didn’t  matter,  and,  but  for  the  timely  aid  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  its  lovely  packages,  these  Wards  would  have  fared  badly.  It 
takes  sharp  looking  to  see  that  all  are  remembered,  but  right  here  let  me  say 
that  I  don’t  even  worry  about  many  of  the  Units,  because  I  know  their 
Wards  are  going  to  be  looked  after. 

My  experiences  during  Christmas  week  are  varied.  I  have  never  seen 
happier  lads  than  two  I  found  last  Christmas.  The  white  face  of  one  who 
was  ill  was  shining.  He  pulled  at  my  hand  as  I  passed,  and  said,  “Look 
at  all  this — it’s  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  I’ve  ever  had  a  Christmas 
present.”  The  other  boy  told  me  the  same  thing.  Then,  as  I  passed,  a  cute, 
lovable  boy  in  whom  I’d  been  very  much  interested,  said  “Do  you  ever 
hear  from  my  home  State?”  I  said  “Yes,  I  sent  a  list,  and  had  a  letter 
saying  that  they  were  remembering  their  boys.”  “Well,  I  just  want  you  to 
tell  them  how  good  for  nothing  they  are.  I’ve  been  here  two  years,  and 
have  never  had  even  a  card  from  my  own  Legion  Post,”  and  he  broke 
down,  although  he  tried  to  be  funny  and  so  game  about  it.  It  wasn’t  the 
gift,  but  the  remembrance  from  home.  I  put  my  arm  around  him,  and 
called  for  the  tar  bucket  and  said,  “I’ll  just  smear  a  little  more  tar  on  your 
heels,  so  we  can  have  you  for  keeps.”  Another  boy  said  as  I  passed,  “Did 
you  say  you  were  going  home  today?”  I  nodded,  and  his  eyes  filled,  and 
he  asked  “Where  is  home?”  There  is  almost  nothing  you  can  do  for  a 
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homesick  boy;  but  the  gameness  of  them!  Their  wonderful  fighting  spirit 
they  keep  until  the  end ! 

What  a  pity  they  can’t  take  their  places  in  the  world — well  educated, 
many  of  them  talented,  University  and  College  graduates,  artistic  and  keen 
for  life — home-loving  instincts,  longing  for  their  own  homes  and  firesides — 
yet  for  some  reason  being  denied. 

SUN  PARLOR  FURNITURE  AND  SPECIALS 

The  boys  have  taken  beautiful  care  of  the  sun  parlor  furniture  which  we 
placed  in  the  A  and  B  buildings  last  year.  It  is  something  sacred  to  most 
of  them.  As  one  boy  put  it,  “That  furniture,  why  it’s  the  only  joy  we 
have  left  in  life!”  When  another  boy  was  told  that  he  must  stay  in  bed, 
and  not  go  out  in  the  sun  parlor  to  sit,  he  said,  “Well,  I’m  dead,  only  my 
heart  will  go  on  beating.”  As  one  of  the  boys  stood  with  me  and  looked 
at  the  little  brass  plate  which  Charlotte  had  given  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Wilkes, 
he  said,  “Who  would  have  thought  on  the  day  that  Mrs.  Wilkes  turned 
over  this  furniture  to  us  in  such  a  beautiful  way  that  she  would  be  the  first 
to  go.”  She  was  so  gentle,  so  selfless,  but  withal  so  big,  that  her  influence 
cannot  die  with  her,  and  I  never  make  a  visit  that  some  of  the  boys  are  not 
talking  of  her  and  her  loyalty  to  them. 

The  loving  care  which  you  gave  your  boys  last  year  was  the  biggest  thing 
you  did.  That  cannot  be  written  up  in  a  report,  but  it  was  the  constant 
thought,  month  after  month,  which  counted  most  with  the  boys,  rather  than 
big  things  done  in  spurts. 

Raleigh,  Greensboro,  Winston-Salem,  and  Wilson,  with  help  from  Kinston, 
furnished  the  sun  parlors  in  their  Wards  this  year.  Many  birds,  Victrolas, 
lamps,  toasters,  percolators,  and  coffee  pots — lovely  blooming  plants,  flowers, 
and  vases,  and  other  things  have  been  given  the  Wards  this  year.  Victrolas 
have  been  mended  and  pianos  tuned.  At  our  request,  two  Flag  stands,  the 
gift  of  the  National  American  Legion  Auxiliary  to  the  Legion  Post,  were 
placed  in  the  Legion  rooms. 

The  boys  are  making  some  lovely  pottery  on  the  Potter’s  Wheel  which 
we  gave  the  Reconstruction  Department  last  year.  And  now — 

THE  REHABILITATION  FUND 

You  who  contributed  to  this  fund  went  with  me  on  each  visit  as  I  made 
my  rounds,  though  perhaps  you  didn’t  know  it.  You  who  did  not  con¬ 
tribute  to  this  fund  robbed  yourself  of  a  lot  of  joy  and  a  lot  of  love — the 
reward — for  it  comes  back  to  us  tenfold. 

Go  with  me  on  one  of  my  ordinary  rounds;  walk  quietly,  for  here  is  a 
very  ill  boy — almost  gone.  As  we  enter,  his  hand  goes  up,  and  he  removes 
a  little  knitted  cap.  He  smiles,  holds  out  his  hand,  and  tells  you  how  glad 
he  is  to  see  you.  When  you  ask  if  you  can  get  anything  for  him  he  sur¬ 
prises  you  by  whispering — “a  new  record,  please” — and  tells  you  the  name 
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of  the  one  he  wants.  He  has  his  own  machine  beside  him.  He  gets  it,  al¬ 
though  you  know  he  can’t  stay  long  to  enjoy  it,  and  he  has  a  note  of 
thanks  sent  you.  The  next  is  a  young  sailor,  whom  I  have  cared  for  for 
five  years.  His  little  wife,  not  much  more  than  a  child,  sits  beside  him. 
He  insists  that  I  must  sit  close  and  hold  his  hand  and  tell  him  some  jokes — 
then  he  tells  one,  and  we  all  laugh,  and  he  tells  you  he  likes  the  color  of 
your  hat  and  that  when  you’ve  quite  worn  out  your  coat  you  must  give  it 
to  the  Navy  for  target  practice,  because  the  design  makes  him  think  of  a 
target,  and  it  must  be  carried  ’way  out  to  sea.  I  ask  what  he  would  like, 
and  he  laughs  and  says,  “Well,  I  like  carnations” — as  though  it’s  a  great 
joke.  The  next  morning  he  gets  his  carnations,  and  he  lies  and  looks  at 
them,  and  charges  his  wife  not  to  forget  to  write  his  thanks.  That  evening 
he  is  relieved  of  his  suffering,  and  soon  has  started  on  his  last  journey  to 
New  England,  and  his  carnations  go  with  him. 

Some  boy  who  has  lost  his  appetite  says  he  could  enjoy  some  oyster  broth. 
You  suggest  that  you  can’t  get  oysters  in  August,  but  he  says  even  canned 
ones  will  do.  Upon  my  next  visit  the  nurse  tells  me  he  begged  her  not  to 
forget  to  say  he  left  his  thanks.  Another  boy  wanted  red  geraniums  put 
where  he  could  see  them.  Because  he  can’t  wait  for  plants  to  grow  and 
bloom,  blooming  plants  were  put  in  a  window  box  where  they  could  be 
seen  from  his  bed." 

Fried  chicken,  shad  roe,  early  strawberries,  peaches,  cantaloupes,  young 
spring  onions  and  radishes  are  some  of  the  things  supplied  by  this  fund. 
As  we  move  on,  you  have  to  bend  your  head  to  hear,  “Some  flowers, 
please.”  This  boy  has  bought  his  own  flowers  for  weeks  Now,  the  boys 
who  aren’t  drawing  compensation — too  ill  to  work — still  they  have  little 
needs  that  must  be  supplied.  Yet  the  embarrassment  of  it !  One  boy,  being 
transferred  to  another  Hospital,  had  to  move  out  in  two  or  three  hours. 
He  couldn’t  take  all  his  things  with  him.  We  found  he  was  upset  about 
something,  and  stopped  to  inquire,  suggesting  that  he  send  home  by  par¬ 
cel  post  what  he  didn’t  want.  He  flushed,  and  said  he  wasn't  getting  com¬ 
pensation,  and  hadn’t  a  cent.  One  of  your  checks  relieved  the  situation. 

See  these  boys  lying  in  casts  and  frames,  with  faces  drawn  and  beads  of 
perspiration  standing  out.  We  women  who  haven’t  done  anything  for 
them !  Can  we  look  at  them  and  then  say,  “No,  we  can’t  go  to  our  meet¬ 
ing  today,  and  we  haven’t  time  to  get  up  a  box  or  check  this  month?” 
While  we  are  busy  here  and  there  they  are  gone !  Can  you  still  say  we  will 
only  give  ten  cents  per  member  to  our  Rehabilitation  Fund?  Let’s  get 
away  from  that  idea,  and  do  big  things  in  a  big  way.  It’s  a  big  job  we’ve 
tackled.  Back  up  your  Chairman  next  year,  give  her  a  real  fund,  and  send 
her  a  card  each  month  saying  what  you  are  doing  or  sending.  North 
Wilkesboro  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  Unit  which  did  that  this 
year. 
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At  Thanksgiving,  each  Unit  is  expected  to  make  a  contribution  to  the 
Rehabilitation  Fund.  Last  year,  the  Units  which  fell  in  with  the  plan  of 
asking  the  pastors  of  the  various  churches  to  remind  the  people  on  the 
Sunday  nearest  Armistice  Day,  of  our  sick  soldier  boys,  to  tell  of  their 
brave  deeds  and  great  sacrifices,  to  offer  a  prayer  for  faith  and  strength  to 
fight  their  hardest  battle,  and  give  those  who  wish  to  do  so  a  chance  to 
contribute  something  for  their  comfort,  but  best  of  all  to  let  them  know  they 
aren’t  forgotten — got  fine  results.  We  were  allowing  the  people  a  very  great 
privilege — not  asking  alms.  During  the  war,  this  was  done  without  the 
asking. 

One  boy  was  leaving  because  of  a  wife  and  three  children  who  had  to  be 
cared  for.  He  had  made  marked  improvement,  though  not  able  to  work, 
but  he  loved  his  wife  and  children.  One  of  the  boys  brought  him  to  me, 
and  together  we  persuaded  him  to  stay.  A  small  check,  a  word  of  encour¬ 
agement,  and  a  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  Rehabilitation  in  his  State,  asking 
her  to  see  that  his  family  was  cared  for,  relieved  the  situation  for  a  while. 
Another  very  ill  man,  worrying  about  a  frail  wife  and  five  children,  was 
given  a  word  of  encouragement,  a  few  needs  supplied,  and  a  check  given 
with  a  promise  to  write  his  State  Chairman.  These  men’s  families  have 
been  looked  after.  These  are  a  few  of  the  things  which  pull  at  your  heart¬ 
strings,  and  make  you  willing  to  get  a  notice  saying,  “Your  bank  account 
is  overdrawn,  please  remit.” 

We  make  so  much  of  our  soldiers  during  war,  and  promptly  forget  them 
during  peace,  and  we  do  not  have  to  look  far  for  the  cause.  See  these 
boys  who  have  given  five  or  six  of  the  golden  years  of  their  lives  to  “chasing 
the  cure,”  living  under  rules  and  regulations,  no  contact  with  the  outside 
world,  being  discharged  as  “arrested  cases”  with  a  six  months’  compensa¬ 
tion.  Then  .what?  Get  easy  jobs  if  they  can,  but  tell  me  where  are  the 
easy  jobs?  If  any  of  you  find  them,  please  let  me  know.  There  is  a  move¬ 
ment  on  foot  to  see  that  Congress  makes  an  appropriation  for  these  cases. 
The  majority  of  them  break  down,  and  return  in  worse  condition.  Let’s  see 
to  it  that  our  Congressmen  have  all  the  backing  that  they  want  from  us 
to  bring  about  such  a  movement.  Some  of  our  Congressmen  have  given  us 
wonderful  help,  and  one  of  them  said  he  didn’t  know  there  were  so  many 
women  in  North  Carolina  until  last  year.  Let’s  let  him  know  that  there 
are  many  more  this  year. 

Let’s  keep  our  eyes  and  ears  open,  and  know  that  our  boys  are  being 
treated  fairly  and  getting  a  square  deal,  but  first  let  us  give  them  a  square 
deal  ourselves. 

The  torch  that  was  flung  to  us — did  we  catch  it?  If  so,  then  must  not 
we  hold  it  high  and  carry  on  as  long  as  we  have  a  single  disabled  soldier 
among  us? 

Did  they  make  good  their  promise  to  us?  For  various  reasons,  the  Coun¬ 
try  is  full  of  discharged  soldiers.  Are  any  of  them  in  your  town?  Do 
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you  greet  them  with  a  handshake  and  a  word  of  cheer,  or  “pass  by  on  the 
other  side?”  They  are  proud,  and  have  every  right  to  be — they  may  not 
need  or  want  financial  aid,  but  they  never  needed  friends  so  much  in  their 
lives.  Look  closely  at  them  as  you  pass.  You  do  not  recognize  them  at 
first,  and  no  wonder — time,  wounds,  invisible  wounds,  and  suffering  have 
wrought  many  changes,  but  is  there  not  something  familiar  about  those 
faces?  The  last  time  you  saw  them — where  was  it?  Oh,  yes,  now  we 
have  it.  There  was  a  band,  they  were  in  uniform,  marching  with  a  steady 
tread,  an  uplifted  look  on  their  faces!  And  you  and  I?  Where  were  we? 
Running — yes,  running,  by  their  sides,  laughing,  crying,  cheering,  throwing 
flowers,  even  kisses,  and  holding  on  to  their  hands,  bidding  them  Godspeed 
and  a  safe  return  and  the  earth  is  yours!  And  six  feet  of  earth  is  all  that 
we  have  given  thousands — and  those  who  are  left?  How  often  have  they 
said  to  me,  “Oh,  Mother,  a  clean  bullet  in  France  would  have  been  so  much 
better  than  this.” 

“The  shouting  and  the  tumult  dies — 

The  Captains  and  the  Kings  depart — 

Still  stands  thine  ancient  sacrifice 
An  humble  and  a  contrite  heart — 

Lord  God  of  Hosts,  be  with  us  yet — 

LEST  WE  FORGET— LEST  WE  FORGET.” 

MINNIE  GWALTNEY 

All  above  reports  were  accepted  with  thanks. 

At  noon,  a  Memorial  Service,  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Mark  C. 
Lasitter,  Department  Memorial  Chairman,  was  held  in  the  Hay 
Street  Methodist  Church. 
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NOON,  SEPTEMBER  8,  1925 
Mrs.  Mark  C.  Lasitter,  Memorial  Chairman,  Presiding 


Miss  Frances  Green . Organist 

Mrs.  Jeanette  McElveen . Violinist 

Miss  Louise  Dixon . Violinist 

Miss  Virginia  Worth . ’Celloist 

Mrs.  Parker  Vickery . Soloist 


“Of  little  faith  we  are  that  we  should  weep 
When  God,  the  Father,  calls  His  children  home 
With  love  unanswered  by  our  mortal  sense — 
For  so  He  giveth  His  beloved  sleep.” 


Musical  Selection — “Ave  Maria” . Schubert 

Hymn — “Ten  Thousand  Times  Ten  Thousand” . Male  Quartet 

Rev.  Sam  K.  Phillips  Harry  Sheetz 

Jennings  Bolton  Parker  Vickery 


Prayer . Mrs.  Frank  S.  Spruill,  Department  Chaplain 

Roll  Call  of  Departed  Members 

In  Memoriam:  Members  of  Auxiliary . Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter 

In  Memoriam:  World  War  Veterans . Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Nimocks 

Solo:  “No  Shadows  Yonder” . Mrs.  Parker  Vickery 

SPECIAL  MEMORIALS 

Memorial:  Dr.  Kate  Waller  Barrett . Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter 

Memorial:  Mrs.  J.  Ren  wick  Wilkes . Mrs.  J.  P.  Watters,  Jr. 

Read  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Anderson 

Reading:  “Lest  We  Forget” 

Music — “Largo”  . 


Miss  Lucy  Cooper 
. Handel 
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HORNETS’  NEST  UNIT _ CHARLOTTE 

MRS.  JAMES  RENWICK  WILKES 


WILDER  Q.  GRESHAM  UNIT _ MOORESYILLE 

MRS.  S.  A.  RHYNE 


LEE  COUNTY  UNIT _ SANFORD 

MRS.  THOMAS  M.  CROSS 

ROBERT  B.  ANDERSON  UNIT _ WILSON 


MRS.  CURTIS  L.  PERRY,  JR. 


JAMBES  UNIT _ LOUISBURG 

MRS.  S.  E.  NEWELL 

BEAUFORT  COUNTY  UNIT _ WASHINGTON 

MRS.  J.  F.  COWELL 


MRS.  JOHN  P.  STEDMAN 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  AUXILIARY 


Again  the  hour  has  arrived  when  our  great  Organization  turns  from  Con¬ 
vention  work  to  pay  loving  tribute  to  our  co-workers  who  have  passed  into 
the  Great  Beyond  during  the  year  now  closing. 

One  year  ago  there  were  loving  hearts  and  kindly  faces  present  that  are 
with  us  no  more  forever.  Gone  are  two  of  our  efficient  past  officers — Dr. 
Kate  Waller  Barrett,  Past  National  President,  and  our  own  beloved  Mrs. 
Wilkes,  Past  Department  President,  whose  lovely  character,  sweetness  of  dis¬ 
position,  loyalty  and  devotion  to  family  and  friends,  and  indefatigable  de¬ 
votion  to  the  cause  of  the  disabled  ex-Service  men  were  notable  character¬ 
istics. 

To  these  and  the  many  others  who  have  wrapped  the  drapery  of  their 
couch  about  them  to  lie  down  to  pleasant  dreams,  we  come  to  render  a 
tribute  of  fond  remembrance  and  affectionate  respect. 

It  is  not  possible  to  gild  the  refined  gold  of  their  characters,  for  they  were 
all  it  becomes  a  woman  to  be,  and  they  did  all  it  becomes  a  woman  to  do. 

In  our  heart  of  hearts  their  memories  are  enshrined  and  so,  in  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  this  moment,  we  reverently  bow  our  heads — not  in  grief,  but  in 
sympathetic  joy  that  we  knew  and  loved  those  who  are  peacefully  sleeping; 
for, 

“Why  should  we  mourn? 

There  is  no  death! 

What  seems  so  is  transition. 

This  life  of  mortal  breath 

Is  but  a  suburb  of  the  life  Elysian 

Whose  portal  we  call  death.” 


MRS.  MARK  LASITTER 
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WORLD  WAR  VETERANS 

“He  that  loseth  his  life  shall  find  it.”  So  said  a  great  sage.  And  again, 
“Let  him  who  would  be  great  among  you,  serve  you.” 

In  the  quiet  of  this  especially  reserved  hour,  we  are  thinking  of  those  vet¬ 
erans  who  gave  their  lives  in  the  Great  War,  and  of  those  who  have  “Gone 
West”  since  the  war.  A  tribute  of  honor  and  respect  is  due  them.  Theirs 
was  the  paramount  service — they  gave  their  lives;  they  served.  Thereby  do 
they  live  forever  in  our  hearts  and  memories,  and  thereby  have  they  become 
great  among  us.  As  we  meditate  on  their  deeds  and  sacrifices,  we  account 
them  our  mediators — for  they  stood  between  us  and  oblivion.  Rich  re¬ 
membrances  of  them  we  now  cherish.  And  in  these  remembrances  we  be¬ 
come  the  more  devoted  to  the  ideals  for  which  America  stands,  the  more 
loyal  to  the  institutions  bequeathed  us  by  our  fathers,  and  the  more  con¬ 
sistently  proud  of  our  National  achievements. 

It  is  not  enough  that  we  remember  the  men  who  have  made  the  supreme 
sacrifice.  The  enthusiasm  which  may  be  our  part  for  an  occasion,  the  tablets 
and  the  towers  of  stone  which  we  build  with  our  hands,  and  the  days  set 
apart  for  patriotic  celebrations — these  may  be  good,  but  they  are  not  enough! 
Something  more  is  demanded  of  us!  Today,  and  in  all  the  days  to  come, 
the  members  of  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary,  their  friends  and  their  neigh¬ 
bors,  must  devote  themselves  as  completely  to  the  solution  of  community, 
State,  and  National  problems  as  our  comrades  did  to  their  task  along  the 
bloody  line  of  trenches  in  France.  We,  the  living,  must  serve  to  achieve 
a  greatness  for  this  generation  which  will  link  the  glorious  past  with  a  hope¬ 
ful  future;  we  must  lose  our  lives,  if  need  be,  that  we  may  find  a  completer 
life  in  the  larger  interests  of  all  mankind.  This  will  be  our  ultimate  me¬ 
morial. 

No  finer  memorial  for  the  present  can  be  built  than  that  which  becomes  a 
sacred  pledge,  engraven  on  the  fleshly  tablets  of  our  hearts,  insuring  to  all 
coming  generations  that  we  will  protect  our  Country,  our  Government,  our 
Flag — and  the  institutions  for  which  it  stands,  with  our  lives,  even  as  our 
departed  comrades — the  triumphant  Golden  Legion — have  given  us  example. 


MRS.  EVELYN  M.  NIMOCKS 
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DR.  KATE  WALLER  BARRETT 

In  the  midst  of  her  busy  and  active  life,  the  summons  came  suddenly,  on 
February  23,  1925,  to  Dr.  Kate  Waller  Barrett,  and  the  sleep  which  fol¬ 
lowed  the  short  period  of  suffering  was  merged  into  death  so  gently  that 
none  knew  the  exact  time  of  transition  to  that  “blessed  sleep  from  which 
none  ever  wake  to  weep.” 

Dr.  Barrett’s  education  was  received  at  the  Florence  Nightingale  Training 
School  and  St.  Thomas’  Hospital  in  London.  She  received  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Medical  College  of  Georgia,  in  1892,  and  two 
years  later  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Science,  from  the  same  insti¬ 
tution. 

The  death  of  her  husband,  the  Rev.  Robert  South  Barrett,  cast  a  shadow 
over  her  life.  She  honored  his  memory  by  dedicating  to  him  the  library 
in  her  home  known  as  “Peace,”  a  room  in  which  no  cross  word  has  ever 
been  spoken.  It  is  interesting  to  note  also  that  her  home  is  endowed  in¬ 
tact,  for  a  period  of  fifty  years  following  her  death,  that  her  children  and 
heirs  may  come  and  go  whenever  they  wish. 

Dr.  Barrett  was  one  of  the  Nation’s  most  representative  women.  She 
served  as  National  Chairman  of  the  Mothers’  and  Parent-Teachers’  Asso¬ 
ciation;  National  President  of  The  Florence  Crittenton  Mission;  President  of 
the  International  Council  of  Women;  State  Regent  for  the  Daughters  of  The 
American  Revolution  for  two  terms;  and  in  1919  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Peace  Conference  at  Zurich,  and  special  representative  of  the  Bureau  of  Im¬ 
migration  in  Europe.  She  was  the  only  woman  appointed  by  the  Governor 
of  Virginia  during  the  war  as  a  member  of  the  Commission  on  Training 
Camp  Activities,  and  in  1914  was  appointed  by  the  Federal  Government 
as  special  representative  to  investigate  conditions  of  women  in  Europe.  It 
is  useless  to  rehearse  the  many  other  places  of  honor  she  has  held,  for  all 
know  they  were  justly  conferred.  Wherever  she  was  rooted  in  friendships 
or  in  business  activities,  her  loss  was  felt  as  a  calamity. 

“Mother  Barrett,”  as  she  was  known  and  beloved  throughout  the  Nation 
by  all  ex-Service  men,  was  connected  with  practically  every  movement  to 
better  conditions  and  interests  of  the  various  veteran  organizations.  Many 
an  unfortunate  soldier,  alone  in  the  world,  has  received  special  aid  and  the 
inspiration  to  “carry  on”  from  the  District  of  Columbia  Service  Club 
founded  by  her. 

So  marked  was  the  success  of  her  administration  as  National  President 
of  our  Organization  that  it  rapidly  took  rank  among  the  leading  organiza¬ 
tions  of  the  world.  The  history  of  a  great  woman  is  written  in  great  deeds 
—and  long  after  the  name  of  Dr.  Barrett  shall  have  passed  from  the  mem- 
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ory  of  man,  her  deeds  will  go  on  to  bless  posterity.  We  should  go  hence 
with  her  memory  and  life  work  deeply  engraved  in  our  hearts,  that  we  may 
transmit  her  dutiful  and  faithful  service  as  worthy  of  emulation  by  all  who 
would  serve  our  social  structure  in  the  unselfish  performance  of  whatever 
duties  life  may  present. 

MRS.  MARK  C.  LASITTER 


MRS.  JAMES  RENWICK  WILKES 

Patriotic  organizations  are  not  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  the  his¬ 
tory  of  wars,  but  for  the  purpose  of  commemorating  the  heroism  of  the 
men  who  served  in  those  wars;  those  who  died,  and  those,  just  as  unselfish, 
who  served  and  thus  offered  their  lives  for  their  country  and  for  a  cause. 
And  so  it  seems  appropriate,  at  a  State  Meeting  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  to  hold  a  Memorial  Service  for  its  members,  women  who  have 
spent  their  lives,  and  thus  given  them  in  the  cause  of  good  in  the  great 
battle  of  life.  Among  outstanding  characters,  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina,  was  Caroline  Settle  Wilkes,  former  Department 
President,  and  National  Committeewoman,  who,  since  the  last  Convention, 
was  called  to  her  reward. 

Caroline  Settle  Wilkes  was  born  in  Greensboro,  November  14,  1874,  the 
daughter  of  Judge  Thomas  Settle  and  Mary  Glenn  Settle.  She  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  the  Greensboro  Female  College,  now  Greensboro  College  for  Wo¬ 
men.  On  November  18,  1896,  she  was  married  to  James  Renwick  Wilkes, 
of  Charlotte,  and  moved  to  the  adopted  city  which  was  her  home  until  her 
death.  This  marriage  united  two  families  of  North  Carolina  conspicuous 
for  service  to  Country  and  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkes  had  three  chil¬ 
dren,  who  survive  her.  They  are:  Charles,  a  Lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Navy;  Julia  Settle,  and  James  Renwick,  Jr.,  of  Charlotte. 

During  Mrs.  Wilkes’  entire  life,  she  took  a  keen  interest  in  events  and 
happenings  around  her;  but  while  her  children  were  small,  her  time  was 
largely  devoted  to  the  care  of  them  and  of  her  home.  Perhaps  many  of  you 
do  not  know  that,  in  her  earlier  life,  Mrs.  Wilkes’  health,  never  good,  was 
seriously  endangered,  and  for  a  while  she  was  forced  to  give  over  the  care 
of  her  children,  one  of  them  very  small,  to  others,  and  go  away  for  a  com¬ 
plete  rest,  an  experience  trying  not  only  to  physical  health,  but  distressing 
to  a  mother’s  heart  and  soul,  and  calling  for  faith  and  patience  to  carry  it 
through.  At  all  times  in  her  life  Mrs.  Wilkes  had  to  consider  her  own 
strength,  and  her  activities  had  to  be  so  arranged  as  to  provide  the  time 
necessary  for  rest  and  relaxation. 
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Mrs.  Wilkes  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  having 
membership  in  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Charlotte,  then  later  in  St.  Martin’s,  a 
suburban  Church  erected  as  a  memorial  to  her  husband’s  parents.  In  both 
churches  she  was  an  active  member,  being  first  president  of  St.  Agnes’  Guild, 
and  a  member  of  the  Hospital  Board,  while  at  St.  Peter’s;  then,  at  St. 
Martin’s,  President  of  The  Woman’s  Guild;  Vice-President  of  the  Woman’s 
Auxiliary;  State  Treasurer  of  the  Emery  Fund;  President  of  the  Mecklen¬ 
burg  District,  Woman’s  Auxiliary;  and  President  of  the  Interdenomina¬ 
tional  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  for  the  City  of  Charlotte.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Bessie  Dewey  Book  Club  and  of  the  Research  Book  Club 
of  Charlotte,  First  Vice-President  of  the  Charlotte  Woman’s  Club  for  five 
years,  and  Chairman  of  the  Literary  Department  for  two  years.  She  was 
one  of  the  first  three  women  elected  to  the  Charlotte  School  Board,  1921-23, 
in  which  service  she  rendered  valuable  aid  in  building  up  the  school  system 
of  the  city,  being  instrumental  in  organizing  an  open-air  school  for  under¬ 
nourished  children.  She  was  President  of  the  Charlotte  Unit,  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  and  lately  President  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Colonial  Dames, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  United  Daughters  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy. 

Mrs.  Wilkes’  membership  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  was  through 
the  service  of  her  son,  Charles  Wilkes,  Midshipman  and  later  Ensign  in  the 
United  States  Navy,  and  of  her  brother,  Col.  Douglas  Settle,  who  com¬ 
manded  a  regiment  in  the  Quartermaster  Department.  Mrs.  Wilkes  joined 
Hornets’  Nest  Unit,  No.  9,  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  in  December, 
1921,  shortly  after  the  organization  convention,  which  was  held  in  Hender¬ 
sonville,  August  26  and  27,  1921.  At  its  meeting  in  January,  1922,  Hornets’ 
Nest  Unit  elected  Mrs.  Wilkes  its  President. 

So  effectively  did  she  lead  her  Unit  that  her  talents  were  demanded  in  the 
broader  work  of  the  Department,  and  during  this  year,  as  well  as  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  September  9,  1922,  to  September  13,  1923,  Mrs.  Wilkes  served 
as  State  Chairman  of  Hospitalization.  Under  her  guidance,  each  Ward  at 
the  United  States  Veterans’  Hospital,  No.  60,  at  Oteen,  was  adopted  by  a 
Unit  and  Post.  Monthly  parties  or  remembrances  for  all  special  days 
were  provided  for  each  Ward,  and  individual  needs  or  comforts  supplied. 
North  Carolina  men  in  all  hospitals  were  remembered  at  Christmas,  Easter, 
and  other  days,  and  a  fund  with  which  to  provide  comforts  for  the  North 
Carolina  men  at  Hospital  No.  26,  Greenville,  S.  C.,  deposited  with  the 
hospital  authorities. 

The  logical  result  of  Mrs.  Wilkes’  untiring  labor  was  her  election  to  the 
highest  office  in  the  Department,  that  of  President,  to  which  she  was  unani- 
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mously  elected  at  the  Convention  held  in  Rocky  Mount,  September  12  and 
13,  1923.  The  membership  for  the  year,  September,  1923,  to  September, 
1924,  was  2078,  this  being  a  material  increase  over  the  membership  of  the 
previous  year.  During  the  year,  three  new  Units  were  organized,  and  sev¬ 


eral  temporarily  inactive  ones  aroused,  making  the  total  of  Units  at  the  end 


of  the  year  fifty. 

The  North  Carolina  Department’s  claim  to  distinction  has  always  lain 
in  its  hospital  work.  With  increased  zeal,  Mrs.  Wilkes  threw  herself  anew 
into  this  work  for  the  disabled,  a  labor  of  love  to  which  she  for  two  years 
had  given  unceasingly  of  her  strength,  ability,  and  time.  A  Hospital  Chair¬ 
man,  who  spent  a  week  each  month  at  Oteen,  visiting  every  Ward,  supply¬ 
ing  individual  needs  ranging  from  tempting  delicacies  to  material  assist¬ 
ance,  and  keeping  the  Units  constantly  in  touch  with  their  adopted  Wards, 
was  secured.  A  State  Hospital  Fund,  dispensed  by  the  Hospital  Chairman, 
provided  immediate  attention  for  urgent  cases.  Neither  time  nor  money 
was  spared  in  this  work. 

About  sixty  Service  women,  broken  in  health  because  they,  too,  offered 
their  all,  were  at  Oteen.  It  was  Mrs.  Wilkes’  particular  joy  to  see  that 
every  possible  comfort  and  expression  of  love  were  provided  for  these  noble 
women. 

The  furnishing  of  six  sun  parlors  in  the  permanent  buildings  at  Oteen 
was  an  achievement  of  which  the  Department  felt  justly  proud.  One  of  the 
sun  parlors  was  furnished  by  Hornets’  Nest  Unit,  of  Charlotte,  in  honor  of 
Mrs.  Wilkes,  who  had  served  as  its  President,  and  due  to  whose  unselfish 
and  untiring  efforts  and  leadership  this  great  work  was  accomplished.  This 
was  but  a  small  part  of  the  hospital  work.  About  $20,000  was  spent  by  the 
Units  and  Department  in  bringing  daily  and  monthly  reminders  of  love  to 
our  veterans. 

Largely  through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Wilkes,  the  necessity  of  teaching  World 
War  history  in  the  public  schools  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Department  of  Education,  and  two  volumes  written  by  sons  of  North 
Carolina — “North  Carolina  in  the  World  War,”  by  Walter  Clark;  and 
“Dual  Governments,”  by  Dr.  E.  C.  Brooks — were  incorporated  in  the  list 
of  textbooks  for  use  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State. 

A  State  Fund  for  Child  Welfare  work,  a  department  which  is  equal  in 
importance  to  Rehabilitation  work,  was  established,  a  day  nursery  and  rec¬ 
reational  center  were  qeuipped  and  maintained  at  the  Waynesville  Voca¬ 
tional  Training  School,  and  a  survey  of  the  State  to  ascertain  the  number 
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and  condition  of  World  War  Orphans,  as  well  as  to  assist  in  all  cases  of 
need,  was  made. 

In  another  field,  Mrs.  Wilkes’  great-hearted  interest  in  humanity  led  the 
way  for  service.  North  Carolina  was  a  pioneer  in  the  creation  of  a  De¬ 
partment  of  Prison  Work.  The  success  of  this  work  has  so  spread  through 
the  Departments  that  many  requests  for  information  regarding  its  opera¬ 
tion  have  come.  The  aim  in  the  establishment  of  this  department  was  that 
the  Auxiliary  might  encourage  men,  who  were  once  among  the  ranks  of  the 
defenders  of  our  Country’s  honor,  and  now  have  temporarily  become  poor 
citizens,  to  again  prove  themselves  men  when  they  shall  return  to  civilian 
life.  In  a  very  short  time,  the  incalculable  worth  of  this  department,  both 
to  the  veteran  and  to  his  family,  was  demonstrated. 

At  the  expiration  of  her  term  as  President,  September  2,  1924,  Mrs. 
Wilkes  was  elected  as  National  Committeewoman  from  North  Carolina. 
Though  failing  health  prevented  her  active  participation  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Department,  work  which  she  loved  and  to  which  she  had  gladly  given 
the  best  of  her  brilliant  talents,  Mrs.  Wilkes  retained  a  keen  interest  in  the 
Auxiliary,  and  was  ever  planning  for  the  resumption  of  active  duties  in  its 
council. 

So  much  for  the  public  life  of  Mrs.  Wilkes!  But  what  of  the  private 
life,  the  little  everyday  happenings  which  all  of  us,  especially  women,  re¬ 
member  and  love  and  cherish  when  one  of  ours  has  gone  beyond?  For  to 
those  who  knew  and  loved  her  best,  perhaps,  she  was  not  alone  the  Mrs. 
Wilkes  of  the  platform,  the  capable  presiding  officer  of  a  Convention,  nor 
the  keenly  interested  planner  in  a  committee  meeting.  For  with  all  her 
public  interests,  the  private  life  of  Mrs.  Wilkes  was  not  neglected.  In 
truth,  she  never  forgot  how  to  “live  in  a  house  by  the  side  of  the  road,  and 
be  a  friend  to  man.”  For  it  was  the  social  side  of  life,  the  little  neigh¬ 
borly  acts,  the  intercourses  of  friendship,  which  interested  her,  as  well  as 
outside  and  public  works.  The  roses  which  grew  in  profusion  in  her  gar¬ 
den,  the  puppies  which  frolicked  over  her  lawn,  the  sick  neighbor,  the  birth¬ 
day  party  for  one  of  her  Sunday  School  class,  all  came  in  for  a  share  of  the 
same  interested  attention  she  bestowed  on  far  knottier  problems.  A  devoted 
wife  and  mother,  she  enjoyed  entertaining  for  her  husband  and  children  and 
their  friends;  and  anyone  who  has  sat  down  to  a  charming  little  dinner  at 
her  home,  or  attended  one  of  her  teas,  will  remember  the  grace  and  the  glad¬ 
ness  with  which  she  presided.  Her  friends  were  numbered  among  Bishops, 
Abbots,  Generals,  and  Governors,  and  as  equally  among  the  poorer  and  lowlier 
classes — negroes,  those  in  distress  and  wanting  aid,  both  physical  and  spirit¬ 
ual.  She  was  versatile  in  her  talents,  the  kind  of  woman  friend  whom  one 
would  ask  to  help  entertain  a  visiting  dignatary  or,  on  a  lonesome  rainy 
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afternoon,  call  in  as  quickly  for  a  cozy  little  bridge  game  of  four.  And 
with  it  all  was  a  kindliness,  a  loving  heart  which  saw  no  evil — and  ah ! 
greatest  of  all,  spoke  no  evil. 

Mrs.  Wilkes  was  in  declining  health  for  several  months  before  her  death. 
All  that  medical  skill  could  do  was  done  for  her,  but  when  the  truth  was 
realized,  that  she  could  not  recover,  she  awaited  the  end  with  the  same  un¬ 
selfishness  which  had  characterized  her  life.  She  died  at  her  home  in  Char¬ 
lotte,  June  1,  1925. 

“There  is  no  death !  The  stars  go  down 
To  rise  upon  some  fairer  shore, 

And  bright  in  heaven’s  jeweled  crown 
They  shine  for  evermore. 

The  birdlike  voice,  whose  joyous  tones, 

Made  glad  the  scenes  of  sin  and  strife, 

Sings  now  an  everlasting  song 
Amid  the  Tree  of  Life.” 

MRS.  J.  P.  WATTERS 
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At  twelve  noon,  members  of  the  Convention  were  guests  of 
Cumberland  Unit  of  the  Auxiliary  at  a  delicious  luncheon  served 
'in  the  ballroom  of  the  Prince  Charles  Hotel,  at  which  time  the 
Officers  and  Distinguished  Guests  were  presented  lovely  corsages 
by  the  Unit. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  business  session  re-opened  at  one-thirty  o’clock,  with  the 
reading  of  the  completed  Credentials  Report,  as  follows: 

COMPLETED  CREDENTIALS  REPORT 

Following  is  the  membership  standing  of  the  Auxiliary  Units  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina  at  midnight,  August  22,  the  date  required  by 
the  Constitution  for  the  closing  of  Department  books.  Unit  representation 
at  the  Department  Convention  is  determined  by  this  membership. 


Number  of 

Authorized 

Delegates  and 
Alternates 

Town 

Members 

Representation 

Registered 

Albemarle  . 

.  10 

1 

0 

Asheville  . 

.  81 

5 

6 

Belmont  . 

.  32 

3 

0 

Brevard  . 

.  23 

1 

0 

Bryson  City  . 

.  10 

1 

0 

Charlotte  . 

.  42 

3 

3 

Concord  . 

.  37 

3 

0 

Durham  . 

.  28 

3 

0 

Fayetteville  . 

.  102 

5 

10 

Fuquav  Springs  . 

.  20 

1 

1 

Gastonia  . 

.  42 

3 

1 

Greensboro  . 

.  109 

S 

1 

Greenville  . 

.  34 

3 

0 

Henderson  . 

.  10 

1 

0 

Hendersonville  . 

.  19 

1 

0 

Hickorv  . 

.  23 

1 

1 

High  Point  . 

.  42 

3 

1 

Kings  Mountain  . 

.  19 

1 

0 

Kinston  . 

.  37 

3 

1 

Lenoir  . 

.  37 

3 

2 

Lexington  . 

.  72 

3 

6 

Louisburg  . 

.  22 

1 

0 
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Lumberton . : .  32  3  5 

Marion  .  46  3  0 

Monroe  . . .  184  9  3 

Mooresville  .  35  3  2 

New  Bern  .  56  3  4 

Newton  .  28  3  0 

North  Wilkesboro  .  42  3  2 

Raeford  .  23  1  0 

Raleigh  .  77  5  4 

Reidsville  .  10  1  0 

Rocky  Mount  .  48  3  2 

St.  Pauls  .  16  1  1 

Salisbury  .  44  3  1 

Sanford  .  62  3  4 

Scotland  Neck .  37  3  3 

Snow  Hill  .  20  1  1 

Southern  Pines  .  18  1  1 

Spring  Hope  .  10  1  0 

Statesville  .  20  1  0 

Sylva  .  20  1  0 

Tarboro  .  19  1  1 

Warrenton  .  12  1  0 

Warsaw  . .  15  (In  process  of  formation) 

Washington  .  25  1  0 

Weldon  .  28  3  4 

Wilmington  .  60  3  3 

Wilson  .  59  3  0 

Wmston-Salem  .  277  13  5 


This  total  membership  of  2087  gives  an  organized  representation  at  the 
Department  Convention  of  131  delegates  and  131  alternates,  with  65  regis¬ 
tered  delegates,  14  alternates,  1  National  Officer,  5  Department  Officers,  and 
5  District  Committeewomen. 

NANNIE  D.  RIDDLE,  Chairman 
MRS.  PAUL  B.  HULFISH 
MRS.  CHARLES  DUNN 
MRS.  FLOYD  CHADWICK 
MRS.  W.  Y.  ABRESCH 

Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  Department  Americanism  Chairman, 
gave  her  report  as  follows: 

AMERICANISM  REPORT 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you,  our  National  President,  State  Presi¬ 
dent,  State  Officers  and  delegates,  my  report  on  Americanism  for  the  years 
1924-1925. 
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Following  closely  the  suggestions  of  limited  concentration,  as  handed  down 
by  our  National  Chairman  of  the  Americanism  Committee,  I  feel  that  North 
Carolina  has  played  a  most  important  role,  near  the  top  rung  in  the  ladder 
of  education. 

The  undying  devotion  and  belief  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
North  Carolina  in  particular,  is  Americanism  in  its  truest  sense. 

The  spirit  of  belief  has  been  the  background  of  all  our  achievements,  and 
when  I  say  “all,”  for  we  have  done  much  in  the  various  important  branches, 
I  mean  that  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  the  one  organization  which 
fosters  closer  brotherhood  and  loyalty  to  each  other,  and  our  love  and  ap¬ 
preciation  of  this  blessed  free  Country  of  ours  will  grow  and  sink  deeper 
into  the  hearts  of  all  who  come  within  her  borders. 

The  outstanding  and  most  patriotic  endeavors  which  we  have  stressed, 
based  upon  the  reports  of  thirty  Units — out  of  fifty  in  the  State — are  here 
given. 

First,  Education.  Learn  and  encourage  the  general  knowledge  of  the 
words  of  “The  Star  Spangled  Banner,”  and  attitudes  assumed  by  both  men 
and  women  during  the  playing  or  singing  of  this  our  National  Anthem.  It 
is  constantly  necessary  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  our  citizens  the  matter 
of  respect  to  the  Flag  and  its  proper  use. 

Flag  pamphlets  are  in  the  ahnds  of  Department  Headquarters,  and  should 
be  made  a  regular  course  of  study  in  the  public  schools.  This  has  been 
done  in  almost  every  town  in  North  Carolina.  As  Principals  tell  us,  even 
the  smallest  child  can  sing  the  words,  and  knows  the  former  salute  to  the 
Flag,  which  method  of  salute  is  rapidly  giving  way  to  the  revised  form,  the 
wisdom  of  which  can  readily  be  seen. 

We  of  the  South  are  apt  to  think  that  our  State  is  peculiarly  free  from 
the  work  of  those  who  wish  to  tear  down  our  Government,  but  Radicalism 
is  in  our  midst,  and  agents  of  socialistic  organizations  are  literally  bombard¬ 
ing  the  boys  and  girls  in  our  North  Carolina  Colleges  with  their  literature. 

The  Department  has  been  active  in  arousing  our  women  to  the  dangers 
of  ignorance  regarding  these  activities.  The  National  Vice-President  has 
spoken  on  the  subject  at  various  times;  the  Department  President,  at  every 
District  Meeting  and  every  Unit  meeting  which  she  has  attended,  has  em¬ 
phasized  the  insidious  work  of  many  organizations,  and  begged  for  a  fight¬ 
ing  attitude  toward  them. 

One  bulletin  dealing  with  this  menace  has  been  issued,  telling  that  there 
are  more  than  fifty  organizations,  with  over  one  million  members,  publishing 
one  hundred  newspapers  and  magazines,  working  day  and  night  to  under¬ 
mine  what  America  stands  for,  and  has  always  stood  for.  On  this  subject 
let  me  quote  the  beloved  late  President  Harding,  “We  have  never  been  re¬ 
miss,  except  in  one  thing  (and  I  speak  it  now  because  I  rejoice  in  our  ef¬ 
fort  to  correct  that  remissness)  ;  we  offered  much  and  we  asked  too  little. 
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It  is  not  right  for  anybody  on  earth  to  have  the  fortunes,  the  privileges,  the 
favors,  and  the  opportunities  of  American  citizenship,  without  assuming 
every  duty  and  obligation.” 

“The  woman  in  the  case”  is  our  problem.  The  growth  of  our  work 
among  foreign-born  women  has  been  gratifying,  and  yet  it  is  by  large  the 
most  neglected  side  of  Americanism  work,  as  well  as  the  most  difficult  to 
handle;  but  it  is  evident  that  foreign-born  mothers  are  to  be  the  molders 
of  the  characters  of  enormous  numbers  of  American  citizens,  and  so  this  is 
conceded  to  be  by  far  the  most  important  service  we  can  render  our  Country. 

We  have  assisted  the  foreign-born  to  prepare  for  naturalization,  given 
advice,  helped  them  get  ready  to  become  citizens,  attended  Court  s^^ons, 
with  patriotic  delegations  from  other  societies,  have  seen  that  the  blag  is 
displayed  when  the  oath  of  allegiance  is  administered — in  short,  extended  a 
welcome  to  new  citizens. 

At  naturalization  ceremonies,  the  late  Judge  George  W.  Conner  always 
wore  his  gown,  and  made  patriotic  talks,  trying  to  create  a  friendly  atmos¬ 
phere,  to  dignify  the  ceremony  and  make  the  candidates  realize  the  solem¬ 
nity  of  the  step  they  were  taking. 

In  the  observance  of  the  two  Defense  Test  Days — September  12,  1924,  and 
July  4,  1925 — the  Auxiliary  took  a  prominent  part.  The  Department  Presi¬ 
dent  and  seven  Units  wired  the  Secretary  of  War  pledging  support,  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  Department  was  also  pledged  the  Adjutant-General  of 
the  State. 

As  one  of  its  many  contributions  to  Americanism,  on  July  4,  the  Asheville 
Unit  secured  the  assistance  of  all  patriotic  groups  in  serving  a  complete  picnic 
dinner  to  twelve  hundred  disabled  ex-Service  men,  at  the  United  States  Vet¬ 
erans’  Hospital,  No.  60,  Oteen.  The  State  was  represented  at  the  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Adequate  National  Defense,  and  has  sent  to  each  of  the  Units  the 
report  of  the  Conference,  with  a  bulletin  urging  its  study. 

Only  personal  and  persistent  effort  can  accomplish  results.  November  4 
was  a  banner  day  in  North  Carolina.  Practically  every  Unit  made  a  defi¬ 
nite  effort  to  get  out  the  vote,  through  exhortation  of  its  members  and  the 
public,  by  providing  transportation,  and  explaining  the  meaning  of  certain 
legislation. 

The  State  Commander  of  the  Legion  says  that  the  passage  of  the  Vet¬ 
erans’  Loan  Fund  Bill — a  piece  of  State  legislation — was  due  directly  to  the 
part  played  by  the  Auxiliary  in  getting  out  the  vote.  Twelve  Units  took 
a  definite  part  in  the  celebration  of  Armistice  Day,  by  assisting  the  Legion 
in  securing  and  entertaining  speakers,  and  serving  dinners  to  former  Service 
men. 

Eight  Units  displayed  the  street  Flags  on  Flag  Day,  June  14,  and  on 
Memorial  Day  at  half  mast.  Commanders  and  Unit  Presidents  are  appealed 
to  constantly  by  the  merchants  to  know  when  the  Flags  should  be  displayed. 
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They  answer  invariably,  “whenever  patriotism  plays  a  part,  and  our  people 
and  Country  are  honored.” 

At  the  District  Meetings  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  in  towns  provided 
with  Flag  decorations,  the  Flags  were  out.  On  the  occasion  of  the  visit 
of  the  National  Commander  of  the  Legion  to  Raleigh,  the  Flags  were  dis¬ 
played.  Monroe  had  its  Flags  flying  to  welcome  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  National 
Vice-President  of  the  Auxiliary. 

On  Americanism  Day,  one  Unit  prompted  the  universal  display  of  Flags 
on  the  streets,  as  did  also  one  Unit  on  April  6,  the  date  of  the  entry  of  the 
United  States  into  the  World  War.  Eleven  Units  report  the  regular  use  of 
the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag  at  their  meetings.  All  Units  should  use 
the  salute  at  their  meetings. 

Monroe  honored  its  Gold  Star  Mothers  by  presenting  them  with  an  Aux¬ 
iliary  pin,  mounted  on  a  bar,  bearing  the  inscription,  “A.  L.  A.  1925.”  All 
Mothers  of  Service  men  of  the  County  were  invited  to  this  special  meeting, 
and  each  presented  with  a  nosegay  of  old-fashioned  flowers. 

So  strongly  does  the  Department  believe  that  the  making  of  fine,  sane 
thinking,  physically  fit  American  citizens  is  our  surest  safeguard  against  all 
enemies,  that  it  has  given  the  heartiest  indorsement  to  the  Citizens  Military 
Training  Camps.  Brig. -Gen.  Albert  J.  Bowley,  Commanding  Officer  of 
Fort  Bragg,  the  largest  artillery  camp  in  the  world,  located  at  Fayetteville, 
presented  the  part  Fort  Bragg  was  playing  in  Americanism  at  two  different 
meetings,  and,  finding  it  impossible  to  be  present  himself,  sent  a  representa¬ 
tive  to  two  others.  The  Fuquay  Springs  and  Wilmington  Units  report  ac¬ 
tive  work  among  Girl  Scouts.  Department  Officers  and  eighteen  Units  have 
given  material  assistance  to  the  Legion  in  raising  the  Endowment  Fund.  A 
committee  from  the  Lexington  Unit  raised  the  largest  amount  secured  by 
any  committee.  Each  Unit  contributed  its  share  to  the  over-subscription 
of  North  Carolina’s  quota  of  $60,000. 

The  Lee  County  Unit,  No.  18,  at  Sanford,  and  Mrs.  Evelyn  Nimocks, 
representing  the  Department,  did  magnificent  work  at  the  Coal  Glen  Mine 
disaster  a  few  months  ago.  All  Units  had  a  part  in  this  work,  for  their  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  wire  for  funds  was  instantaneous — $1,000  being  sent  by  the 
Units. 

Governor  McLean  recognized  the  reliable  services  of  the  Auxiliary,  by 
naming  it  to  serve  on  the  committee  to  receive  the  General  Relief  Fund  of 
$35,000. 

One  Unit  packed  and  shipped  four  hundred  Christmas  boxes,  filled  by  the 
school  children  of  the  county  for  foreign  war  orphans.  The  Department 
has  shown  itself  patriotic  on  every  occasion.  Two  Americanism  bulletins 
and  a  questionnaire  have  been  issued.  In  addition  to  these,  two  special  bul¬ 
letins  dealing  with  Americanism  subjects  and  one  general  bulletin  including 
Americanism  items,  have  been  issued. 
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This  has  been  a  year  of  absolute  co-operation  between  the  Auxiliary  and 
the  Legion  in  all  undertakings.  Harmony  and  helpfulness  have  been  our 
aims.  Armistice  Day  and  Educational  Week  have  been  generally  observed, 
the  Auxiliary  taking  a  prominent  part.  Christmas  was  made  more  joyful 
for  the  unfortunate  ones  in  jail  and  other  institutions,  the  hope  being  to 
induce  and  encourage  men  to  come  back  and  make  as  good  citizens  as  they 
did  soldiers. 

North  Carolina  has  worked  and  worked  hard  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times, 
and  if  she  has  failed  in  any  way  and  has  not  been  awakened  to  her  full 
sense  of  duty,  it  has  not  been  the  fault  of  either  National  or  State  Officers, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  fine  and  firm  foundation  laid  down  by  them 
will  be  the  means  of  building  tremendous  ideals  for  years  to  come. 

North  Carolina  and  her  work  is  on  the  map,  and  there  to  stay.  I  firmly 
believe  that  we  are  our  brother’s  keeper,  and  if  we  can  instill  these  few 
first  aids  into  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  doubtful  we  will- have  done  won¬ 
ders.  The  rest  will  surely  follow,  with  our  continued  hammering  away. 
May  our  living  present  lead  us  forward  to  a  growing  future. 

Respectfully  submitted 

(MRS.  CUTHBERT)  BESSIE  E.  MARTIN 

The  Legislative  Report  was  given  by  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe, 
Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  LEGISLATIVE  CHAIRMAN 

This  is  the  third  year  in  the  life  of  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the 
North  Carolina  Department  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  While,  like 
a  child  of  three,  it  may  have  reached  an  attractive  age,  yet  it  has  much  to 
acquire  in  order  to  become  smartly  efficient. 

Your  Department  Chairman  was  present  at  the  first  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  meeting,  at  the  O.  Henry  Hotel,  in  Greensboro,  where  our  President, 
Miss  Annie  Lee,  presided. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  at  this  meeting,  each  Department  Chair¬ 
man  added  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  to  her  mailing  list.  This  was  done  that  each 
Chairman  might  be  informed  of  the  others’  work  and  so  the  better  co¬ 
operate. 

As  requested  by  Department  Headquarters,  the  first  nundred  circular 
letters  issued  by  your  Legislative  Chairman  asked  the  Unit  Chairmen  to 
explain  the  “World  War  Veterans’  Loan  Act,”  and  urge  the  members  to  use 
their  influence  to  gain  a  favorable  vote  for  the  same.  The  response  was 
entirely  satisfactory. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  National  Legislative  Committee, 
your  Chairman  wrote  four  hundred  letters  to  the  Units  of  the  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  requesting  that  messages  be  sent  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
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scntatives  in  Washington,  urging  them  to  support  the  bills  introduced 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Legion.  Prominent  among  these  were  bills  for: 

Amendments  to  the  Adjusted  Compensation  Act, 

Additional  Modern  Fireproof  Hospitals, 

Reed- Johnson  Bill  Amendments, 

Retirement  of  Disabled  Emergency  Army  Officers, 

Universal  Draft. 

From  the  letters  and  telegrams  sent  from  the  State  the  attitude  of  the 
“down  homers”  was  made  plain  to  the  Representatives  in  Washington,  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  North  Carolina  fought  to  the  finish  for  Legion 
measures. 

In  the  spring,  your  Legislative  Chairman  was  among  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  present  at  Monroe  when  the  Melvin  Deese  Post  Auxiliary  gave  a 
reception  and  presented  Gold  Star  pins  to  the  Gold  Star  Mothers  of  Union 
County.  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Chairman  of  Child  Welfare,  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Burt,  National  Vice-President  of  the  Southern  Division,  and  Miss  Annie  Lee, 
Department  President,  added  to  the  numbers,  perfecting  a  very  appropriate 
program.  Your  Legislative  Chairman  was  given  an  opportunity  to  relate 
the  results  of  Legion  efforts  in  the  last  Congress. 

On  this  day,  Miss  Lee  was  hostess  to  a  dinner  for  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  in  attendance,  and  introduced  a  round  table  discussion  of  Auxiliary  in¬ 
terests. 

For  recommendations,  your  Chairman  tells  you  the  old,  old  story — See 
that  your  Unit  has  a  Legislative  Chairman;  know  which  of  the  prospective 
candidates  for  the  Legislature  are  in  sympathy  with  Legion  resolutions  be¬ 
fore  you  vote ;  study  the  needs  of  the  sick  veterans  and  war  orphans,  and 
join  the  line  of  earnest  workers  for  their  comfort  and  relief. 

I  am  happy  for  the  privilege  of  this  small  service,  and  want  to  express 
my  appreciation  to  you  who  have  an  active  part  in  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted 

(MRS.  JOHN  T.)  AUVILA  LINDSAY  LOWE 

The  Membership  Report  was  given  by  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  De¬ 
partment  Secretary. 

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 

Showing  a  gain  of  eleven  members  over  the  membership  of  September  1, 
1924,  the  opening  day  of  our  last  Convention,  our  Department,  on  August 
22,  1925,  was  made  up  of  2087  members.  Since  August  22,  1925,  which 
was  the  date  required  by  the  Constitution  for  the  closing  of  Department 
books  prior  to  our  Annual  Convention,  dues  for  162  additional  members 
have  been  sent  to  the  National  Treasurer,  and  our  National  standing  raised 
to  2249.  This  total  membership  to  date  means  that  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina  now  has  on  roll  105  more  members  than  it  has  ever  had 
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before.  This  membership  is  divided  among  fifty  Units,  including  three 
newly  organized  this  year,  namely:  the  Otis  D.  Green  Unit,  at  Kings  Moun¬ 
tain;  the  Ellis-Williamson  Unit,  at  Raeford;  and  the  Charles  R.  Gavin 
Unit,  at  Warsaw,  which  has  applied  for  but  not  yet  received  its  charter. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  SAM  H.  LEE 

Department  Secretary 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  Miss  Lura  Heath,  the  Poppy 
Report  was  read  by  Mrs.  Lee. 

POPPY  REPORT 

The  sale  of  Poppies  on  Memorial  Day,  1925,  was  the  largest  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina  has  ever  known.  From  the  reports  of  the  twenty- 
nine  Units  which  have  responded  to  my  requests  for  information  regarding 
the  poppy  sale,  I  have  compiled  the  following  data: 

Fifty-four  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  fifty-three  (54,953)  poppies  were 
sold.  Of  these,  only  11,000  were  commercial  poppies,  5,000  of  which  were 
left  from  last  year’s  sales.  The  total  number  of  poppies  made  by  the  dis¬ 
abled  or  by  the  Units  was  43,953.  Only  two  Units,  one  large  one  and  one 
small  one,  purchased  new  commercial  poppies.  Three  Units  purchased  cut 
material  through  Department  Headquarters  and  made  4,000  poppies.  The 
Department  handled  42,315  poppies,  all  made  by  the  disabled,  and  sold  to 
the  Units  without  profit.  $854.14  was  the  amount  paid  for  these  poppies. 

One  UnitT  the  Clyde  Bolling,  No.  55,  of  Winston-Salem,  as  has  been  its 
custom,  made  and  sold  11,000  poppies,  the  largest  reported  sale  which  any 
Unit  of  the  Department  conducted.  Their  sale  was  the  most  successful  in 
the  history  of  the  Unit. 

The  net  receipts  from  the  poppy  sale  of  the  Units  amount  to  $6,459.17. 

Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  of  Hickory,  Department  Hospital  Chairman,  se¬ 
cured  a  page  advertisement  in  the  Hickory  paper  in  which  to  tell  of  their 
poppy  sale,  the  space  being  donated  by  Legionnaires  in  business  in  Hickory. 
She  then  started  her  sale  at  the  Legion  meeting,  the  first  two  poppies  sold 
bringing  $20.00  each,  and  the  sale  bringing  Miss  Gwaltney  $114.00  for  her 
efforts.  Single-handed,  or  at  least  with  the  help  of  her  friends,  Miss  Gwalt¬ 
ney  sold  2,000  poppies  in  Hickory,  and  about  500  in  a  town  where  there  is 
no  Legion  Post  or  Auxiliary  Un[t. 

The  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit,  of  Asheville,  made  large  poppies  for  automo¬ 
biles,  receiving  for  them  as  much  as  $3.00  each. 

The  William  E.  Dillard  Unit,  of  Sylva,  also  made  large  poppies,  and  sold 
them  to  merchants  for  decorating  and  for  window  displays. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  all  of  you,  I  am  sure,  to  know  that  more  than 
3,000,000  poppies  were  made  by  the  disabled  or  needy,  and  that  between 
$35,000  and  $40,000  was  paid  the  workers  before  the  poppies  went  on  sale. 
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I  have  issued  four  Poppy  Bulletins  and  one  questionnaire,  and  wish  to 
.  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the  co-operation  which  you  have  given 
me,  and  to  bespeak  your  continued  support  of  the  Poppy  Program.  I  par¬ 
ticularly  desire  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  Mrs.  Lee,  Department 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  for  her  valuable  assistance  in  handling  and 
carrying  on  all  business  transactions  and  correspondence  pertaining  thereto. 
To  her  is  due  much  of  the  success  of  the  Poppy  Program. 

Respectfully  submitted 

(MISS)  LURA  ADA  HEATH 

The  Co-Operation  Chairman,  Miss  Nellie  Patterson,  being  ab¬ 
sent,  Mrs.  Lee  also  read  her  report. 

CO-OPERATION  REPORT 

In  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  there  has  been  the  closest  co-opera¬ 
tion  between  the  American  Legion  and  its  Auxiliary.  Typical  of  this  rela¬ 
tion  was  the  invitation  by  the  Commander,  issued  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  to  the  Department  President,  to  attend  all  Executive  Committee  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Legion.  In  the  establishment  of  Child  Welfare  work  at  Oteen 
under  the  direction  of  a  registered  nurse,  in  its  Legislative  program,  in  its 
Americanism  work,  in  membership  drives,  in  the  Poppy  program,  in  the 
Legion  Endowment  Fund  Campaign,  and  in  every  branch  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  work,  there  has  been  complete  co-operation. 

The  Units,  too,  have  co-operated  with  their  Posts  in  all  these  ways,  as 
well  as  in  celebration  of  Armistice  Day,  in  entertaining  distinguished  visitors, 
in  joint  social  meetings,  in  producing  entertainments,  in  Memorial  Day  ob¬ 
servances,  in  placing  Legion  emblem  markers  over  the  graves  of  Service  men, 
in  the  observance  of  Defense  Test  Days — September  12,  1924,  and  July  4, 
1925,  and  in  a  campaign  for  the  proper  respect  for  the  Flag. 

The  Department  has  co-operated  with  the  War  Department  by  pledging 
support  in  Defense  Test  Day,  and  by  encouraging  attendance  of  young  men 
of  the  country  at  Citizens’  Military  Training  Comps. 

Some  of  the  Units  have  assisted  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy 
in  the  sale  of  memorial  coins. 

The  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit  enlisted  the  aid  of  the  other  women’s  organiza¬ 
tions  of  Asheville  in  serving  a  bountiful  picnic  dinner,  on  July  4,  to  the 
patients  and  personnel  of  Oteen  Hospital. 

Many  of  the  Units  have  established  the  most  pleasant  relations  with 
school  authorities  and  Parent-Teacher  Associations,  with  excellent  results  in 
the  schools. 

The  Hornets’  Nest  Unit,  No.  9,  showed  a  real  spirit  of  co-operation  when 
it  joined  the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  as  well  as  all  patriotic  socie¬ 
ties  of  Charlotte,  in  the  celebration  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Signing  of  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence. 
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The  attendance  of  the  Vice-President  and  the  President,  respectively,  at 
the  State  Meeting  of  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  and  the  State 
Conference  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  ,and  the  presence 
of  representatives  of  these  and  other  of  our  sister  organizations  here  today, 
bespeak  the  cordial  relations  existing  among  us. 

Some  years  ago,  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  erected  a 
monument  on  the  site  of  the  birthplace  of  Andrew  Jackson.  Appreciating 
this  fact,  it  was  the  privilege  of  the  Auxiliary  this  year  to  erect  a  marker 
on  the  highway,  bringing  the  location  of  the  monument  to  the  attention 
of  the  traveler.  A  nearby  Unit  co-operated  with  the  county  authorities  in 
making  a  drive  and  park  on  this  site,  and  in  setting  shrubs  on  the  County 
Courthouse  Square. 

Practically  all  Units  have  co-operated  with  local  organizations;  with 
their  city  and  county  authorities;  with  the  churches  and  schools;  with  the 
Red  Cross  in  its  roll  call,  the  shipping  of  Christmas  boxes,  and  the  sale  of 
tubercular  seals;  and  with  other  organizations,  such  as  with  the  Disabled 
American  Veterans  in  its  Forget-Me-Not  sales. 

One  Unit  has  given  special  help  to  the  Girl  Scouts  by  the  maintenance  of 
night  schools. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Units,  whose  deeds,  and  the  reports  of  them,  have 
made  this  Co-Operation  report  possible. 

One  Co-Operation  bulletin  and  one  questionnaire  have  been  issued. 

Respectfully  submitted 

(MISS)  NELLIE  T.  PATTERSON 

t 

Mrs.  Randolph  Redfern,  Department  Emblem  Chairman,  sub¬ 
mitted  her  report  as  follows: 

EMBLEM  REPORT 

As  Department  Emblem  Chairman,  I  have  been  highly  pleased  with  the 
splendid  work  of  the  Units  this  year.  Your  response  to  my  request  that 
we  show  our  colors  with  pride  has  been  very  gratifying.  Our  women  are 
coming  to  feel  that  our  Auxiliary  Emblem  is  indeed  a  badge  of  honor. 

Any  honor  we  may  do  our  fallen  heroes  who  “Went  West”  in  the  days 
of  1918,  or  who  have  since  joined  their  comrades,  is  so  much  less  than  our 
hearts  would  prompt.  Thirteen  Units  report  the  erection  of  grave  markers, 
in  most  instances  the  emblem  of  the  American  Legion,  over  the  graves  of 
more  than  fifty  men  for  whom  the  battle  is  over. 

The  Auxiliary  feels  that  no  more  fitting  memorial  to  splendid  young 
manhood  can  be  found  than  a  beautiful  living  tree,  described  in  the  words 
of  the  soldier  poet: 

“A  tree  whose  hungry  mouth  is  prest 
Against  the  earth’s  sweet  flowering  breast; 
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A  tree  that  looks  at  God  all  day 
And  lifts  her  leafy  arms  to  pray. 

A  tree  that  may  in  summer  wear 
A  nest  of  robins  in  her  hair; 

Upon  whose  bosom  snow  has  lain, 

Who  intimately  lives  with  rain.” 

Some  of  the  Units  have  co-operated  with  other  organizations  in  encour¬ 
aging  the  planting  of  memorial  trees  along  the  highways.  What  beauty 
would  be  added  to  our  State  Highways,  already  the  envy  of  a  Nation,  if 
they  could  become  memorial  avenues,  each  tree  having  at  its  base  a  bronze 
marker  bearing  the  name  of  some  soldier,  living  or  dead,  whom  it  grows  to 
honor.  This  will  be  a  reality,  for  already  many  Units  are  planning  for  fall 
planting  of  trees. 

Eleven  Units  have  bought  stands  of  Colors  this  year.  What  an  impres¬ 
sive  sight  they  make  as  they  are  presented  here  each  morning,  and  what 
distinction  they  lend  to  the  Unit  meeting  place ! 

I  am  glad  to  tell  you  that  practically  all  Units  which  are  not  provided  with 

a  Banner  display  the  Stars  and  Stripes  ,the  Flag  of  our  glorious  Republic  at 

* 

their  meetings. 

During  th  year,  there  has  been  a  marked  growth  in  the  wearing  of  the 
Auxiliary  pin,  our  official  emblem.  Melvin  Deese  Unit,  No.  27,  Monroe,  at 
a  special  Mothers’  Day  meeting,  presented  its  Gold  Star  Mothers  with  the 
Auxiliary  Emblem  mounted  on  a  bar  pin,  bearing  the  inscription,  “A.  L. 
A.,  1925.” 

That  feminine  instinct  which  causes  us  women-folk  to  love  to  wear  a  frill 
or  a  ribbon  asserted  itself  very  strongly  when  the  word  went  out  that  a  sash 
for  officers  had  been  authorized.  The  orders  have  poured  in,  with  never  a 
sight  of  the  sash,  only  a  description,  and  the  word  of  the  National  Emblem 
Chairman  that  “It  is  pretty.”  Anxiety  has  been  expressed  over  the  possible 
non-arrival  of  the  sashes  before  the  Convention.  But  they  are  here.  No 
longer  need  our  Auxiliary  women  feel  less  decorated  than  the  officers  of  our 
sister  societies,  for  the  sash  of  no  organization  is  prettier  or  more  fitting 
than  our  American  Legion  Auxiliary’s,  with  its  colors  Red,  White,  and  Blue. 

One  Unit  responded  to  a  request  for  a  picture  of  the  monument  which 
stands  on  the  McKamie  Cabin  site,  where  Andrew  Jackson,  seventh  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born,  to  be  used  in  “Lives  of  Presidents  of  the 
United  States,”  which  will  soon  be  published.  The  Unit  President  made 
several  trips  before  she  found  the  road  or  pathway  leading  to  it.  This 
touched  her  pride  and  loyalty  to  such  an  extent  that  she  appealed  to  the 
Unit  to  place  a  large  marker  in  the  highway  pointing  to  this  his¬ 
torical  spot,  and  to  the  Road  Commission  to  build  a  road  and  plant  trees. 
One  day  she  went  home  overjoyed — she  had  a  deed  for  a  park  and  drive¬ 
way.  A  week  on  the  grounds  with  the  surveyor — the  county  road  super- 
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visor  with  men,  tractors  and  scrapers,  transformed  it  into  a  place  of  beauty, 
or  rather  it  will  be  when  the  avenue  of  mimosa  is  set  and  the  spring  has  a 
new  curb.  In  erecting  this  marker,  the  Auxiliary  has  shown  a  fine  spirit  of 
co-operation,  for  it  was  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  who 
some  years  ago  erected  a  marker  on  the  site  of  the  cabin,  using  as  a  base 
the  original  stones  of  which  the  cabin  was  built. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  fourteen  Units  which  appointed  Emblem  Chairmen, 
each  Chairman  and  individual  member  of  the  Units,  for  the  co-operation 
they  have  given  me. 

I  have  issued  two  bulletins  and  fifty  questionnaires,  written  forty  yetters, 
and  attended  two  Executive  Committee  Meetings,  and  sent  fourteen  Emblem 
Catalogs.  I  have  also  had  some  correspondence  with  Governor  McLean  in 
regard  to  German  War  Trophies  available,  through  him,  for  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  The  distribution  of  these  guns,  etc.,  has  been  made  by  the  Legion 
and  Auxiliary  in  some  States.  The  recipients  bear  the  expense  of  freight 
from  point  of  shipment. 

I  have  also  had  the  following  correspondence  with  Mr.  W.  E.  Hawkins, 
State  Maintenance  Engineer  of  the  Highway  Commission: 

“The  Highway  Commission  has  no  funds  available  to  purchase  memorial 
trees,  but  if  arrangements  could  be  made,  as  you  suggest,  to  have  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  the  boys  purchase  these  trees,  then  at  the  proper  time  a  definite  ar¬ 
rangement  could  be  made  regarding  their  planting.  I  would  suggest  that 
you  write  to  Mr.  H.  M.  Curran,  State  Agricultural  Department,  Raleigh, 
N.  C.,  who  will  give  you  all  information  necessary  as  to  the  proper  kind 
of  trees  to  plant. 

I  will  request  our  District  Engineer,  Mr.  J.  B.  Pridgen,  to  call  on  you 
with  reference  to  this  matter,  and  then  later  on  we  can  complete  definite 
arrangements  regarding  the  maintenance  of  the  trees  after  they  have  been 
planted.” 

Respectfully  submitted 

(MRS.  RANDOLPH)  MARY  HOUSTON  REDFERN 

Mrs.  Mark  C.  Lasitter,  Memorials  Chairman,  gave  her  report: 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEMORIALS  CHAIRMAN 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

It  is  with  real  pleasure  that  I  bring  you  today  my  report  as  your  Me¬ 
morials  Chairman.  Although  it  is  not  as  full  and  complete  as  I’d  like  to 
have  it,  yet  it  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  know  that  you  are  doing  splendid 
work,  and  standing  ready  for  faithful  service  at  all  times,  realizing  that  it  is 
a  blessed  privilege  to  memorialize  the  dead. 

Bulletins  and  letters  have  been  sent  to  every  Unit  in  the  State,  and  I  have 
had  thirty-three  responses,  twenty-three  of  these  reporting  names  of  their 
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Memorial  Chairmen.  I  have  not  the  time  to  mention  in  detail  all  the  ac¬ 
tivities,  yet  there  are  some  which  I  may  mention. 

ACTIVITIES 

Practically  all  Units  sold  poppies,  decorated  Veterans’  graves  with  Flags 
and  flowers,  and  assisted  the  Legion  in  holding  Memorial  Services.  Some 
placed  emblematic  grave  markers. 

Mothers’  Day  was  observed  generally. 

Monroe  will  honor  the  living  and  the  dead  by  planting  an  avenue  of  mi¬ 
mosa  trees  at  the  birthplace  of  Andrew  Jackson.  Raleigh  will  also  plant 
trees  this  fall,  while  Newton  and  Louisburg  have  already  done  so — the  for¬ 
mer  on  the  school  grounds. 

Louisburg  assisted  the  Legion  in  raising  funds  for  a  Memorial  Cup  to  be 
offered  to  the  schools  of  Franklin  County  for  the  best  essay  on  “American¬ 
ism,”  or  some  suitable  subject — the  cup  to  be  kept  by  the  winning  school 
for  the  period  of  a  year. 

Fuquay  Springs  is  co-operating  with  the  Legion  in  building  a  log  cabin 
as  a  Memorial,  and  Washington  has  set  aside  a  fund  for  a  Memorial  build¬ 
ing. 

Winston-Salem  erected  a  Flag  at  Salem  College.  Belmont  erected  a  mon¬ 
ument,  and  Sylva  a  fountain. 

Mooresville  enclosed  the  Legion  cemetery  lot  with  an  iron  fence,  sowed 
grass,  and  marked  all  unmarked  graves  with  white  crosses. 

Lexington  had  Flags  placed  on  the  streets  on  all  patriotic  days,  and  pre¬ 
sented  a  copy  of  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  History  to  the  library, 
in  memory  of  Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes. 

IN  MEMORIAM 

Great  has  been  the  loss  of  this  Organization  during  the  past  year,  when 
two  of  its  most  loyal  members  joined  the  hosts  invisible — Dr.  Kate  Waller 
Barrett,  ex-National  President,  and  our  own  beloved  Mrs.  J.  Renwick 
Wilkes,  ex-State  President,  whose  memory  will  ever  be  cherished  by  the 
hospitalized  veterans  for  whom  she  spared  herself  not  at  all  where  their 
happiness  or  pleasure  was  concerned. 

I  record  with  sorrow  the  death  of  the  following  members: 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Cowell 
Mrs.  John  P.  Stedman 
Mrs.  Curtis  L.  Perry,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Cross 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Newell 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Rhyne 

Tributes  will  be  paid  to  these  at  our  Memorial  Hour,  when  we  render  our 
last  homage  to  those  who  have  been  faithful  to  the  end. 
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I  wish  to  express  my  grateful  appreciation  for  the  courtesy  and  assistance 
rendered  by  the  Department  President  and  the  Unit  Presidents  and  Me¬ 
morial  Chairmen.  To  them  must  all  the  praise  be  given,  for  they  have 
made  possible  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  MARK  LASITTER 

The  Publicity  Report  was  given  by  Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Nimocks, 
as  follows: 

PUBLICITY  REPORT 

Madam  President: 

During  the  past  year,  the  publicity  for  the  Auxiliary  has  been  most  satis¬ 
factory.  Thirty  Units  have  sent  in  comprehensive  reports  of  their  work. 
The  active  co-operation  of  the  State  papers  and  the  Associated  Press  has 
been  whole  hearted. 

In  several  issues  of  the  American  Legion  Weekly,  this  Department  has 
received  marked  attention.  The  Fayetteville  Observer  has  favored  the  Le¬ 
gion  and  Auxiliary  with  a  special  edition  on  the  opening  day  of  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

To  the  Sanford  Unit  e  owe  much.  Their  highly  efficient  work  at 
Coal  Glen  gave  to  the  Auxiliary  publicity  from  Maine  to  California.  Good 
work  is  our  best  publicity. 

Respectfully  submitted 

EVELYN  M.  NIMOCKS 

In  the  absence  of  Mrs.  D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin,  Prison  Work 
Chairman,  her  report  was  read  by  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee. 

REPORT  OF  PRISON  WORK  CHAIRMAN 

Madam  President,  and  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary: 

I  regret  very  much  to  have  this  year  a  very  incomplete  report,  for,  al¬ 
though  questionnaires  were  sent  to  every  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Unit 
in  the  State,  only  twelve  were  returned.  On  these  answers,  and  on  my  per¬ 
sonal  work  alone,  I  must  base  my  yearly  report.  It  is  very  sad,  for  most 
of  your  good  work  will  not  be  disclosed.  This  tendency  you  have,  of  hiding 
your  light  under  a  bushel,  distresses  me,  and  I  wish  I  could  replace  it  by 
the  contrary  tendency,  that  of  pride  for  your  State  and  desire  to  see  it 
praised  as  it  should  be  at  National;  but  how  can  National  praise  if  State 
ignores? 

As  it  stands,  I  can  report:  47  visits  made  to  jails  and  prisons,  137  men 
seen,  162  packages  sent  for  Armistice  Day,  Washington’s  birthday,  and  July 
4,  one  family  in  need  helped,  one  play  brought  to  North  Carolina  State 
Prison  by  the  Raleigh  Unit.  Durham  is  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the 
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county  convict  camp.  Weldon  reports  entertainments  at  Caledonia  on  the 
occasion  of  National  holidays,  Wilmington  sent  Armistice  Day  dinners, 
Winston-Salem  purchased  a  Victrola  and  records.  I  must  praise  these  Units, 
not  only  for  their  good  deeds  and  enterprise,  but  for  letting  me  hear  from 
them.  One  hundred  forty-five  letters  have  been  written,  of  which  I  wrote 
one  hundred  nine  personally,  and,  to  close  this  report,  which  I  wish  could  be 
longer,  $189.95  were  spent  in  Prison  Work. 

As  I  leave  you  this  year,  unfortunately  not  to  return  to  North  Carolina, 
let  me  thank  those  who  have  co-operated  with  me  in  organizing  and  carrying 
on  this  vital  work.  I  especially  want  to  evoke  the  memory  of  Mrs.  J. 
Renwick  Wilkes,  with  deep  sorrow  and  fond  love.  One  year  ago  she  was 
among _us  telling  us  of  our  work;  she  was  the  creator  of  Prison  Work  in  the 
Department,  in  which  I  was  honored  to  collaborate  with  her.  Now  she  is 
gone  to  her  reward,  leaving  us  a  beautiful  example  of  what  is  a  real  South¬ 
ern  woman  and  a  true  American  Legion  Auxiliary  leader.  Let  the  North 
Carolina  Department  be  proud  of  her,  and  worship,  as  I  do,  her  memory. 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  our  President,  and  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  our  Secretary,  I  thank, 
for  they  both  have  made  it  possible  for  me  to  carry  this  year  through  by 
especial  help  and  encouragement,  and  to  all  Prison  Work  Chairmen  I  say 
“thank  you”  for  taking  to  your  task  so  heartily. 

From  Unit  No.  1,  of  Paris,  France,  where  I  have  visited  this  year,  I  wish 
to  send  you  especial  greetings.  I  have  been  received  with  best  courtesy, 
and  have  spoken  of  North  Carolina  and  your  good  works.  I  have  tried  to 
make  this  far-away  Unit  feel  close  to  our  home  Units,  and  I  convey  to  you 
their  wishes  that  you  come  numerous  for  the  1927  Convention  in  Paris. 
You  will  find  there  a  splendid  organization,  hard  workers,  a  hearty  wel¬ 
come,  and  a  good  time.  I  thank  you  and  appreciate  your  attention. 

MRS.  D.  B.  DESBRIERE-IRWIN 

Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann,  Chairman,  gave  the  report  of  the  Finance 

Committee. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Madam  President,  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

This  Committee  wishes  to  make  the  following  report  of  Department  Fi¬ 
nances  for  the  period  November  6,  1924,  through  August  31,  1925: 

Balance  received  from  former  Deparhment  Treasurer, 


on  November  6,  1924  . . . $1,061.33 

Total  receipts  for  this  period  .  5,793.84 

$6,855.17 

Total  disbursements  for  the  year  .  4,498.06 

Cash  and  bank  balance — August  31,  1925 . $2,357.11 


142 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


ANALYSIS  OF  RECEIPTS 

National  and  Department  Dues  . $1,632.00 

Contributions  to  State  Rehabilitation  Fund .  794.22 

Contributions  to  Oteen  Nurse  and  Otter  Lake  Billet  Fund .  1,928.83 

Contributions  to  National  Child  Welfare  Fund . 31.85 

Contributions  for  the  furnishing  of  National 

Auxiliary  Headquarters  .  47.00 

Charter  fees  .  93.80 

Received  in  payment  for  Poppies  .  1,017.10 

Miscellaneous  receipts  .  240.04 


Total  Receipts  . .$5,793.84 

ANALYSIS  OF  DISBURSEMENTS 

National  Dues  . $  465.25 

State  Rehabilitation  Fund  .  606.58 

Expended  for  Charters  and  Membership  Rolls .  67.35 

Oteen  Nurse  and  Otter  Lake  Billet  Fund  .  951.03 

Paid  for  Poppies  . . . .  854.14 

Contribution  to  National  Auxiliary  Headquarters  Furnishing  Fund  50.00 

Salary  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  . . . .  400.00 

Officers’  traveling  and  incidental  expense  . 223.38 

Auditing  for  1924  . 70.00 

Obligation  of  former  Treasurer  for  sun  parlor  lamps  at  Oteen .  132.76 

Miscellaneous  disbursements  (including  stamps  and  stationery, 


supplies,  printing,  mimeographing,  te^eP^one  and  telegraph,  etc.)  677.57 

Total  Disbursements . . . . $4,498.06 

Respectfully  submitted 
(MRS.  I.  T.)  BESSIE  P.  MANN,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee  here  read  the  Fidac  Report,  Mrs.  Josephus 
Daniels,  Chairman,  being  absent. 

FIDAC  REPORT 

At  all  District  Meetings  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  the  Department  of  Fidac  in  the  Auxiliary’s  work  has  been  ex¬ 
plained,  and  a  better  understanding  of  our  foreign  neighbors  encouraged. 
On  all  other  occasions,  where  opportunity  presented  itself,  this  friendly  spirit 
has  been  characteristic  of  the  Auxiliary  women. 

One  of  our  own  members,  Mrs,  D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin,  Department  Chair- 
man  of  Prison  Work,  has  taken  the  good  will  and  greetings  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina  not  only  to  our  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Unit 
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in  Paris,  but  to  our  sisters,  the  women  of  the  French  Legion,  as  they  carry 
forward  plans  for  organizing  their  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Irwin,  too,  has  been  most  interested  in  and  an  observer  at  close 
range  of  the  plans  for  the  meeting  of  the  F.  I.  D.  A.  C.,  which  is  being 
held  this  month  in  Rome.  All  recent  mail  from  Mrs.  Irwin  is  sealed  with 
the  Fidac  Emblem,  which  carries  a  picture  of  the  massed  flags  of  the  Allies, 
encircled  by  the  name  “Federation  Interallies  Des  Anciens  Combattants.” 

One  F.  I.  D.  A.  C.  bulletin  has  been  issued,  and  the  Units  urged  to  ap¬ 
point  a  Fidac  Chairman.  Many  have  responded  to  this  request. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  JOSEPHUS  DANIELS 

Mrs.  Haywood  Foxhall,  Chairman,  submitted  the  Report  of  the 
Resolutions  Committee. 

REPORT  OF  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 

Madam  President,  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

WHEREAS,  we  recognize  the  necessity  for  vigilance  in  counteracting  the 
undermining  of  the  loyalty  and  patriotic  principles  of  the  youth  of  the  Na¬ 
tion;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  sets  out  “the  common 
defense”  as  one  of  the  major  objects  of  the  Federal  Union;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  National  Defense  Act,  if  properly  supported  by  the 
American  people  with  personal  participation  and  financial  appropriation,  is  a 
proper  basis  for  National  Defense ;  and 

WHEREAS,  citizenship,  nationalism,  patriotism,  and  Americanism  are 
essential  elements  of  defense,  especially  a  defense  as  contemplated  under  our 
National  Defense  Act,  where  a  large  portion  of  the  responsibility  is  with 
the  citizenship  of  the  Country;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps  in  our  universities 
and  colleges  are  an  important  part  of  our  educational  and  defense  plans,  in¬ 
culcating  members  with  high  traits  of  citizenship,  discipline,  and  leader¬ 
ship;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Citizens’  Military  Training  Camps,  as  at  present 
conducted,  are  great  schools  of  citizenship,  developing  the  highest  ideals  of 
nationalism  and  patriotism,  and  an  Americanism  that  appreciates  the  obli¬ 
gations  as  well  as  the  advantages  of  citizenship;  now  therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  BY  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA  IN  CONVENTION  ASSEMBLED  at  Fayetteville, 
on  September  7  and  8,  that  we  commend  the  National  Defense  Act  to  the 
American  people,  and  ask  their  support  in  putting  it  into  full  effect  by  their 
active  participation,  moral  support,  and  by  seeing  that  necessary  funds  are 
appropriated;  and 
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BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  we  commend  the  Reserve  Officers’ 
Training  Corps  of  our  universities  and  colleges  to  the  American  people  as  of 
great  importance  in  our  educational  and  national  defense  plans,  and  urge 
that  the  corps  be  enlarged  and  encouraged  by  moral  and  financial  support; 
and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  we  commend  the  Citizens’  Military 
Training  Camps  to  the  American  people,  believing  the  discipline  and  train¬ 
ing  received  in  those  camps  to  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  boys  of  the 
Nation,  and  urge  that  the  camps  be  enlarged  to  enable  at  least  one  hundred 
thousand  boys  to  attend  each  year,  and  that  an  active  campaign  be  started 
at  once  by  our  Organization  with  the  object  of  getting  one  hundred  thous¬ 
and  boys  to  apply  for  admission  to  camp  this  year. 


WHEREAS,  the  Conference  on  National  Defense  as  Peace  Insurance  was 
called  to  meet  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  February  22  to  25,  1925,  in  the  name  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  and 

WHEREAS,  more  than  one  million  women  were  represented  by  the  six¬ 
teen  great  patriotic  organizations  participating,  and 

WHEREAS,  this  Conference  is  acclaimed  by  the  national  experts  and  the 
press  to  be  the  greatest  movement  to  combat  the  subversive  influence  of  the 
extreme  pacifists  and  radicals  and  a  constructive  educational  movement 
begun,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  results  of  this  meeting  are  ringing  around  the  world,  now 
therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  BY  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA,  IN  CONVENTION  ASSEMBLED  at  Fayetteville, 
on  this,  the  8th  day  of  September,  1925,  that  the  loyal  women  of  the  Nation 
be  brought  more  closely  together  by  the  constructive  program  of  prepared¬ 
ness  to  be  formulated  by  the  Extension  Committee  of  the  Conference. 


Resolution  to  be  submitted  to  the  Fayetteville  Department  Convention 
and  brought  by  the  Department  Executive  Committeewoman  before  the 
Rehabilitation  Committee  at  National  Convention,  Omaha,  October  5  to 
9,  1925. 

That  Prison  Work  become  a  separate  and  distinct  committee,  at  National 
Headquarters,  as  it  is  in  many  Departments,  because  of  the  growing  im¬ 
portance  of  this  work  and  its  complete  difference  with  usual  Rehabilitation 
work. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

MRS.  D.  B.  DESBRIERE-IRWIN 
Chairman  of  Prison  Work 
Department  of  North  Carolina 
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CITATION  OF  MRS.  EVELYN  NIMOCKS 

WHEREAS,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Nimocks,  Publicity  Chairman,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  upon  receipt  of  the  news  of 
the  Coal  Glen  mine  disaster,  June  26,  1925,  went  immediately  to  the  scene 
of  the  disaster,  allying  herself  with  the  Lee  County  Unit  of  the  Auxiliary  in 
operating  a  refreshment  stand  and  later  a  kitchen  for  the  stricken  families 
of  miners  and  rescuers,  in  providing  medical  and  nursing  care,  clothing, 
food,  and  other  material  needs,  in  assisting  them  in  the  burial  of  their  dead, 
and  offering  comfort  in  their  grief  by  kindly  word  and  deed ;  and 

WHEREAS,  Mrs.  Nimocks,  with  the  Lee  County  Unit,  remained  on 
duty  almost  continuously,  with  no  rest,  until  the  last  of  the  forces  left  the 
mine;  and 

WHEREAS,  Mrs.  Nimocks  has  shown  a  continued  interest  in  the  families, 
having  visited  them  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  and  having  assisted  them 
in  securing  proper  surgical  and  medical  treatment;  therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  in  Convention  assembled,  at  Fayetteville,  on  September 
7  and  8,  heartily  commends  Mrs.  Nimocks  for  her  fine  spirit,  for  her  valiant 
service,  for  the  magnificent  way  in  which  she,  with  the  Lee  County  Unit, 
met  this  emergency,  and  brought  high  commendation  to  the  name  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  in  North  Carolina. 

WHEREAS,  the  work  of  Miss  Lula  Whitesides,  R.  N.,  among  the  families 
of  the  patients  at  Oteen,  has  proven  of  inestimable  value;  and 

WHEREAS,  this  work  would  be  made  much  more  far-reaching  and  ef¬ 
fective  if  a  clinic  could  be  established;  therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  in  Convention  assembled,  at  Fayetteville,  on  September  7  and  8,  1025, 
that  every  effort  looking  toward  the  establishment  of  such  a  clinic  in  the 
near  future  be  put  forth. 

Submitted  by 

MRS.  JAMES  K.  NORFLEET 

Department  Child  Welfare  Chairman 

All  the  foregoing  reports  were  accepted  with  thanks. 

Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  National  Vice-President,  presented  the 
Membership  Trophies: 

The  Department  Cup  offered  to  the  Unit  enrolling  the  largest  number  of 
new  members  during  the  year  was  awarded  to  the  Clyde  Bolling  Unit,  No. 
55,  of  Winston-Salem,  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Vass,  President,  this  Unit  having  119 
new  members  to  its  credit,  and  a  total  membership  of  277. 

The  Department  Cup  for  the  highest  percentage  of  increase  in  member¬ 
ship  was  awarded  the  Cumberland  Unit.  No.  3,  of  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  W.  M. 
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Morgan,  President,  with  an  increase  of  308%,  and  a  total  membership  of 

102. 

In  presenting  these  trophies,  Mrs.  Burt  praised  the  splendid  membership 
work  of  the  winning  Units.  At  the  same  time,  she  commended  Melvin 
Deese  Unit,  No.  27,  Monroe,  Mrs.  Randolph  Redfern,  President,  for  secur¬ 
ing  one  hundred  new  members,  the  second  largest  number  secured  by  any 
Unit,  thereby  bringing  the  membership  of  the  Melvin  Deese  Unit,  with  its 
184  members,  up  to  second  place  in  the  Department. 

With  words  of  commendation,  Mrs.  Burt  presented  to  Mrs.  Evelyn  M. 
Nimocks  a  copy  of  the  Resolution  citing  Mrs.  Nimocks  for  her  relief  work  at 
the  Coal  Glen  mine  disaster.  Mrs.  Nimocks,  in  behalf  of  the  Department, 
then  presented  a  cup  to  the  Lee  County  Unit,  No.  18,  Sanford,  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  its  splendid  work  at  Coal  Glen.  Miss  Nan  Edwards,  President  of 
the  Unit,  received  it. 

Mrs.  Burt  next  presented  Miss  Annie  Lee  with  a  National  Committeewo- 
man’s  sash,  to  be  worn  at  the  National  Convention,  this  being  a  gift  of  va¬ 
rious  Units  of  the  Department. 

Mrs.  Randolph  Redfern,  President  of  Melvin  Deese  Unit,  No. 
-27,  Monroe,  was  recognized  by  the  Chair  and  in  the  following 
words  presented  a  gavel  to  the  Department: 

In  behalf  of  the  Melvin  Deese  Unit,  of  Monroe,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
present  to  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
this  little  token  of  authority  and  orderly  procedure.  It  is  a  bit  of  the 
structure  that  sheltered  the  Seventh  President  of  the  United  States  at  his 
birth.  To  the  mothers,  wives,  daughters,  and  sisters  of  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  may  this  be  a  reminder  of  that  other  war-mother,  Elizabeth  Hutchin¬ 
son  Jackson,  who  laid  down  her  life  that  others  might  live. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  First  Vice-President,  accepted  the  gavel 
for  the  Department: 

In  speaking  for  the  North  Carolina  Department,  I  will  say,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  school-girl,  “we  are  thrilled,”  with  joy  over  the  gift  of  this 
beautiful  gavel.  Speaking  for  each  member  of  the  Auxiliary,  as  well  as 
myself,  this  comes  as  a  happy  surprise.  It  is  a  gift  of  beauty,  history,  sen¬ 
timent,  and  service — of  beauty  because  of  the  pretty  hardwood,  handsome 
mounting,  and  unique  design;  of  history,  because  the  wood  comes  from  the 
date  when  our  forefathers  were  struggling  to  establish  a  Republic,  and  is 
given  to  people  endeavoring  to  sustain  the  same  spirit  of  patriotism; 
of  sentiment,  because  it  is  presented  by  the  Melvin  Deese  Post  Auxiliary, 
which  gave  the  Auxiliary  our  excellent  President,  and  so  many  happy  asso¬ 
ciations;  of  service,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  sight  of  the  gavel  inspires 
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law  and  order,  which  is  a  product  of  patriotism,  and  the  stroke  brings 
justice  to  all.  In  behalf  of  the  Department,  I  thank  you. 

Inscription  on  the  gavel: 

“Presented  to  Department  of  North  Carolina 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
by 

Melvin  Deese  Unit,  No.  27 
Monroe,  North  Carolina.” 

On  reverse  side: 

“Made  of  Locust  Log,  from  McKamie  Cabin, 

Birthplace  of  Andrew  Jackson.” 

The  Report  of  the  Constitution  Committee  was  given  by  Mrs. 
Charles  Young,  Chairman: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS 

It  is  hereby  recommended  that  the  following  changes  be  made  in  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws: 

That  Article  II,  Section  1,  reading,  “The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  a 
civilian  organization  of  women,”  be  omitted,  and  that  Section  2  of  this 
Article  become  Section  1. 

That  Article  V,  Section  1,  reading  “The  Officers  of  this  Department  shall 
be  a  President,  Vice-President,  Second  Vice-President,  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
Historian,  Chaplain,  and  a  National  Committeewoman,”  be  amended  to 
include  as  an  Officer  the  Alternate  National  Executive  Committeewoman. 

That  Section  4  be  added  to  Article  X,  this  to  read:  “The  members  of  the 
Department  Executive  Committee  shall  be  delegates  at  large  to  the  Annual 
Department  Convention,  with  vote.” 

That,  since  that  division  of  the  By-Laws  dealing  with  “Quorum  and  Dues” 
is  included  in  the  Constitution  (in  Article  X,  Section  3;  Article  IV,  Section 
1;  and  Article  XII,  Section  1),  this  be  omitted. 

That  the  division  “Order  of  Business”  be  omitted. 

That  Section  1  under  “Committees,”  reading  “The  Department  Executive 
Committee  shall  consist  of  the  President,  First  and  Second  Vice-Presidents, 
Secretary,  Treasurer,  Chaplain,  and  Historian,  and  one  member  from  each 
District,”  be  amended  to  read:  “The  Department  Executive  Committee  shall 
consist  of  the  Officers,  District  Committeewomen,  and  Past  Department 
Presidents.” 

That,  since  it  seems  wiser  to  appoint  such  Committees  as  are  needed  at 
various  times,  Section  2  under  “Committees”  be  omitted. 

That,  since  the  division  dealing  with  “Delegates,”  and  reading  “An  Execu¬ 
tive  National  Committeewoman  and  her  alternate  shall  be  elected  from  each 
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Department,”  is  included  in  the  Constitution  (in  Article  XIII,  Section  3), 
it  be  omitted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  CHARLES  YOUNG 

Chairman 

The  proposed  changes  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Miss  Lula  Whitesides,  the  nurse  representing  the  Legion  and 
Auxiliary  in  work  among  the  families  at  Oteen,  had  been  present 
at  the  Convention,  but  had  found  it  necessary  to  leave,  so  a  re¬ 
port  of  her  work  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

REPORT  OF  OTEEN  NURSE 

As  Visiting  Nurse  at  Oteen,  I  would  submit  to  the  State  Convention  of 
the  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  the  following  report  covering  a  period  of 
four  months,  beginning  May  1,  1925: 


Nursing  visits  .  53 

Instructive  visits  .  486 

Visits  of  Investigation  . 130 

Miscellaneous  visits  .  56 


Total 


725 


Not  having  a  health  center  at  Oteen,  we  are  dependent  upon  the  Asheville 
clinics.  To  these  clinics  have  been  taken  a  total  of  twTenty-seven  patients, 
four  of  whom  were  women  and  the  remaining  children. 

During  the  past  month,  we  have  completed  a  campaign  against  typhoid 
and  diphtheria.  During  this  campaign  we  gave  183  doses  of  typhoid  serum 
to  64  people;  182  doses  of  diphtheria  toxin-antitoxin  to  63  people.  In 
addition,  we  vaccinated  27  for  smallpox. 

During  our  four  months’  work,  we  have  come  into  contact  with  218 
families,  in  which  there  are  234  children.  A  number  of  these  families,  prob¬ 
ably  35  or  40,  have  moved  away. 

The  co-operation  of  the  neighboring  and  related  organizations  has  been 
excellent.  Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  city  and  county  public 
health  workers,  the  Oteen  Red  Cross,  and  the  Child  Welfare  Committee  of 
the  Legion  and  Auxiliary.  The  reception  on  the  part  of  the  families  them¬ 
selves  has  been  most  cordial. 

The  one  outstanding  need  of  the  work  is  for  a  building  to  be  used  as  a 
health  center.  The  effectiveness  of  the  work  would  be  more  than  doubled 
by  such  a  building.  Our  work  being  largely  educational,  renders  the  need 
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of  such  a  building  imperative  if  the  largest  possible  returns  are  to  be  se¬ 
cured  from  your  investment. 

LULA  WHITESIDES 

Visiting  Nurse 

Miss  Whitesides  was  heartily  commended  in  a  general  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  Oteen  work,  with  the  result  that  a  motion  was  made 
pledging  the  Auxiliary’s  support  of  the  project  for  another  year. 
The  motion  was  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried. 

The  Convention  Finance  Committee  proposed  that  a  tax  be 
levied,  thereby  creating  a  fund  to  be  divided  between  the  general 
Department  fund  and  the  Rehabilitation  fund;  the  division  of 
funds  to  be  decided  by  the  Executive  Board  after  the  success  of 
the  system  is  tested.  Mrs.  Burt,  who  led  the  discussion,  pro¬ 
posed  the  following  scale  of  taxation: 

That  Units  with  less  than  25  members  be  not  taxed. 

That  Units  with  from  25  to  50  members  be  taxed  $1.00  a 
month;  that  Units  with  50  to  75  members  be  taxed  $2.00  a 
month;  and  all  Units  with  75  or  more  members  be  taxed  $3.00 
per  month. 

After  a  general  discussion,  the  Convention  unanimously  adopt¬ 
ed  this  plan. 

At  this  point,  Mr.  John  Anderson,  a  representative  of  the  Dis¬ 
abled  American  Veterans  at  Oteen,  brought  a  word  of  greeting 
and  thanks  to  the  Auxiliary  members  for  their  expressions  of  love 
and  interest  in  the  men  there.  Mr.  Anderson  asked  that  Miss 
Minnie  Gwaltney,  the  Department  Rehabilitation  Chairman,  rep¬ 
resent  the  Auxiliary  at  the  State  Convention  of  the  Disabled 
American  Veterans,  which  will  be  held  in  Asheville  in  May;  and 
Miss  Gwaltney  consented  to  do  so. 

The  election  of  Officers  being  next  in  order,  the  President  called 
on  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  Chairman,  for  the  report  of  the  Nomi¬ 
nating  Committee,  which  was  given  as  follows: 


For  President . 

For  First  Vice-President 


. Miss  Annie  Lee,  Monroe 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington 
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For  Second  Vice-President . Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan,  Fayetteville 

For  Historian . Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston,  Southern  Pines 

For  Chaplain . Mrs.  John  E.  Ray,  Raleigh 

For  National  Executive  Committeewoman . Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet 

Winston-Salem 

For  Alternate  National  Committeewoman . Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Salisbury 

The  President  asked  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe  to  take  the  Chair.  Mrs. 
Lowe  asked  for  nominations  from  the  floor,  and  recognized  Mrs. 
Cuthbert  Martin,  who  made  a  motion  that  “We  make  a  bow  to 
efficiency  and  service,  and  elect  all  of  these  officers,  most  of  whom 
served  this  last  term.”  There  being  no  nominations  from  the 
floor,  this  motion  was  seconded  and  carried,  and  the  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  cast  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Convention  for 
these  Officers. 

The  following  District  Committeewomen  were  elected  by  the 
Convention: 

First  District,  Mrs.  Wiley  C.  Rodman,  Washington;  Second  District,  Mrs. 
Haywood  Foxhall,  Tarboro;  Third  District,  Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews,  New 
Bern;  Fourth  District,  Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcocke,  Rocky  Mount;  Fifth  District, 
Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  Winston-Salem ;  Sixth  District,  Mrs.  N.  A.  McEachern, 
St.  Pauls;  Seventh  District,  Miss  Nannie  Riddle,  Sanford;  Eighth  District, 
Mrs.  G.  C.  Courtney,  Lenoir;  Ninth  District,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Char¬ 
lotte;  Tenth  District,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Gudger,  Jr.,  Asheville. 

The  election  of  delegates  to  the  National  Convention  followed. 
The  Department  being  entitled  to  six  delegates,  in  addition  to  the 
National  Committeewoman,  Mesdames  Harry  F.  Vass,  I.  T. 
Mann,  Joseph  S.  Claverie,  Sam  H.  Lee,  and  Misses  Floy  Trollin- 
ger  and  Nan  Edwards  were  elected.  Alternates  chosen  were: 
Mesdames  F.  S.  Spruill,  Randolph  Redfern,  Evelyn  M.  Nimocks, 
R.  S.  McClelland,  Wade  Phillips,  and  F.  J.  Pape. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  presented  the  newly  elected  Officers  to 
Mrs.  A.  F.  McKissick,  National  Executive  Committeewoman  of 
the  Department  of  South  Carolina,  who,  in  the  words  of  the  im¬ 
pressive  Auxiliary  ceremony,  installed  them,  presenting  to  Miss 
Lee  the  gavel  to  be  used  by  her  during  her  term  of  office  as  Presi¬ 
dent.  In  a  few  brief  words,  Miss  Lee  expressed  her  appreciation 
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for  the  confidence  reposed  in  her,  and  pledged  her  best  efforts  to 
the  Auxiliary  work. 

The  Report  of  the  Courtesies  Committee  was  given  by  Mrs. 
Harry  F.  Vass,  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  COURTESIES  COMMITTEE 

Madam  President,  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

Our  beloved  President  has  given  to  our  Committee  one  of  the  most  de¬ 
lightful  tasks  at  this  Convention.  It  is  most  difficult  to  find  words  with 
which  to  express  to  you  charming  people  of  Fayetteville  our  appreciation 
of  the  truly  wonderful  things  that  you  have  done  to  make  us  feel  at  home. 
We  especially  wish  to  mention  the  attractive  decorations  of  your  lovely 
city.  We  wish  to  thank  each  and  every  member  of  the  local  Auxiliary  for 
their  greetings  at  the  station;  and  the  faithful  Boy  Scouts  who  have  been 
ever  ready  to  assist  us  with  luggage,  errands,  etc. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  splendid  hotels,  from  managers  to  bellboys,  for 
their  patience,  their  hospitality,  and  their  faithful  service. 

We  thank  especially,  Mrs.  Morgan,  for  the  lovely  dinner  given  to  the 
Executive  Board. 

We  truly  must  hunt  for  words  to  express  to  our  hosts  and  hostesses  at 
Fort  Bragg  our  sincere  thanks  for  their  gracious  entertainment.  The  un¬ 
tiring  efforts  of  General  Bowley,  and  his  co-operation  with  the  Cumberland 
Post,  are  highly  appreciated.  No  stone  was  left  unturned  for  the  amuse¬ 
ment  and  interest  of  the  visitors.  The  army  supper  was  a  novelty,  and  a 
decided  success. 

We  wish  to  thank  every  member  of  the  Fort  Bragg  Officers’  Club  for 
their  part  in  our  entertainment. 

We  thank  the  Cumberland  Post  for  their  lovely  luncheon,  and  the  attrac¬ 
tive  Pages  for  their  services. 

We  appreciate  this  opportunity  to  voice  our  grateful  appreciation  to  our 
splendid  corps  of  Department  Officials,  and  to  our  beloved  leader,  Miss 
Annie  Lee,  whose  untiring  devotion  has  given  to  our  Auxiliary  this  year  the 
courage  to  stand  by  and  fight  for  the  highest  Standard  of  our  Country,  the 
Standard  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

We  want  to  thank  most  heartily  the  members  of  Hay  Street  Methodist 
Church  for  the  use  of  their  lovely  building  for  our  meeting. 

We  are  reluctant  to  leave  your  fine  old  city;  but  we  go  home  with  a 
broader  and  higher  vision  of  service  for  our  own  Unit,  and  when  our  op¬ 
portunity  comes  to  be  hostess  we  will  endeavor  to  reach  the  same  high 
standard  set  by  Fayetteville. 

Again,  we  thank  you.  Good-bye. 

Respectfully  submitted 

(MRS.  HARRY  F.)  BYRD  VICKERS  VASS 

Chairman 
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The  President  called  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to 
be  held  in  the  private  dining-room  of  the  Prince  Charles  Hotel,  at 
eight-thirty  p.  m. 

The  Colors  were  retired  by  the  Pages,  and  upon  motion  the 
Fifth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina,  was  declared  adjourned,  the  time 
and  place  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Convention  being  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Legion. 


On  Tuesday  evening  the  local  Post  and  Unit  entertained  dele¬ 
gates  and  visitors  to  the  Conventions  at  a  dance.  As  favors,  the 
Officers  and  Distinguished  Guests  were  presented  with  corsages, 
the  gift  of  the  Business  and  Professional  Women’s  Club  and  the 
United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy. 


Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Convention,  on  Sunday  evening, 
September  6,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan,  President  of  the  Cumberland 
Unit,  entertained  the  Executive  Committee  and  Distinguished 
Guests  at  a  dinner  meeting  in  one  of  the  private  dining-rooms  of 
the  Prince  Charles  Hotel.  Following  the  dinner,  the  Executive 
Committee  gave  its  attention  to  a  number  of  matters  pertaining 
to  the  Convention. 
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K  K 


Program 


FIR5T  DAY 
MONDAY  AUGUST  23 


5-5C  A  V — Cod  to  crier  by  Department  Preadest 
A  evince  of  Colors. 

Iz  —  He  rammed:  fiat  c  ~  Mrs  I  Roy 

Rriiirr  Cad  of  Convention 

5c  dC - Adrd  Cd 

Report  of  C  reded  dais  Co  tan: tree. 

Report  of  Committee  cd  Rules. 

AddcczorCdcd:  of  Co~rr-ft:ees. 


MU  A  M  — JOINT  SESSION  WITH  THE  LEGION 


Address  of  Welcome  Hon  Joseph  L  Murphy 

Response — Lesion .  Gen.  Albert  L  Cox 

A.  -  — -  ary  Mss  Ann. -e  Fee 

Greetings  from  Futrietic  Organ 1  rations — 

War  Mothers — Mrs  W  D  Pemberton 
United.  I>d.-.ghters  of  ne  Confederacy — Mrs.  Glenn  lone 
Unitec  Confederate  Veterans — General  W  A  Srntd 
Ferartmen:  of  Femtsy '.vania — Mrs  James  EL  Kennedy 
Disabled  American  Veterans- — Mr  F  K  Carter 
Introduction  of  Speaker — Mrs.  John  7  Lowe. 

Address — Mrs  \  F  MoR  ss  ;1<  A  .-Pres.  c:  Sou  them  Divtsien 


Address — Sc-s  Che:  he  C  renin  he  E'er  Mils,  dd 
Sadi  Selection — Wilmington  Fond. 

IctrcdncLioc  of  Sreaxer 


-Hoc 


Hanford  McNtier  Ass:  Secretary  of  War 


12.15  F.  M — Adjourn. 


LUNCHEON 


12C  ?  M — Assemble  a:  Hctel  to  leave  for  Flowing  Reck.  Top  of  the 
World  "  ^.Arranged  through  co-operation  of  citnens  of  H  :k- 
cry .  Newton,  and  Lenoir 
— Arrive  a:  Flowing  Rock. 

—  Re m.r seen ces  oi  the  A  F  F  Songs  and  Dances  -  Ccst-tne 
by  Miss  Bonnie  Mum  Si  of  Tkiitieth  Dmaon.** 
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5.00  P.  M.Barbecue,  Green  Hill,  Yonahlossee  Trail. 

6.00  P.  M. — Leave  Blowing  Rock  for  Hickory. 

For  Those  Who  Do  Not  Go — 

BASEBALL — Lenoir  Rhyne  Athletic  Field 
Kannapolis  vs.  Hickory 

WATER  CARNIVAL— Legion  Swimming  Pool 
8.30  P.  M. — Call  to  Order. 

Solo . Mrs.  J.  H.  Shuford 

Reports — 

Child  Welfare — Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet. 

Rehabilitation — Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney. 

Address — Mrs.  James  H.  Kennedy — Rehabilitation  Chairman, 

Department  of  Pennsylvania. 
Message  from  Southern  Vice-President,  Mrs.  A.  F.  McKissick. 
Adjournment. 


SECOND  DAY 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  24 

8*30  A.  M. — Call  to  Order. 

Advance  of  Colors. 

Pledge  to  the  Flag — led  by  Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  Department 

Chairman  of  Americanism 
Invocation — Past  Chaplain  of  Hickory  Unit,  Dr.  Geo. 

Longaker. 

Reports — 

National  Committeewoman — Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet. 
President — Miss  Annie  Lee. 

First  Vice-President — Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe. 

Second  Vice-President — Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer — Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee. 

Historian — Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston. 

District  Committeewomen — 

Second  District — Mrs.  Haywood  Foxhall. 

Third  District — Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews. 

Fourth  District — Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher. 

Fifth  District — Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass. 

Sixth  District — Mrs.  L.  L.  McGill. 

Seventh  District — Miss  Nannie  D.  Riddle. 

Eighth  District — Mrs.  G.  C.  Courtney.  ' 

Ninth  District — Mrs.  Reverdv  Miller. 

Tenth  District — Mrs.  J.  M.  Gudger,  Jr. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


159 


10.00  A.  M.— JOINT  SESSION  WITH  THE  LEGION. 

Address — Hon.  Josephus  Daniels. 

10.45  A.  M. — Business  Session. 

Election  of  Nominating  Committee. 

Committee  Reports — 

Americanization — Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin. 

Poppy — Mrs.  Homer  Beaman. 

Legislative — Mrs.  Charles  Young. 

Membership — Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass. 

Memorials — Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter. 

12.00  Noon — Memorial  Service,  Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter,  Presiding. 

Organ  Prelude . Mrs.  Harold  Deal 

Hymn — “The  Strife  Is  O’er” . Quartet 

Scripture  Reading . Rev.  R.  E.  Gribbin,  Dept.  Chairman 

Invocation. 

Roll  Call  of  Departed  Members. 

In  Memoriam — Auxiliary  Members . Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter 

In  Memoriam — World  War  Veterans . Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan 

Solo — “There  is  No  Death” . Laurie  A.  Deal 

Reading — “The  Wood  Called  Rouge  Bouquet,” 

Capt.  W.  S.  Charles 

Taps . Bugler  McRorie 

Organ  Postlude . Mrs.  Harold  Deal 

12.30  P.  M. — Adjourn. 

1.00  P.  M. — Luncheon — Hickory  Unit,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

2.15  P.  M. — Business  Session. 

Committee  Reports — 

Constitution — Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe. 

Emblem — Mrs.  Randolph  Redfern. 

Co-Operation — Miss  Orie  Moseley. 

Gold  Star — Mrs.  John  E.  Ray. 

Trophies  and  Awards — Mrs.  J.  C.  Smoot,  Jr. 

Fidac — Miss  Ursula  Blankenship. 

Heredity — Miss  Lura  Heath. 

Prison  Work — Mrs.  Charles  Dunn. 

Finance — Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann. 

New  Business. 

Report  of  Resolutions  Committee. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Election  of  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 
Presentation  of  Trophies  and  Citations — Mrs.  J.  C.  Smoot, 
Jr.,  Department  Chairman  of  Trophies  and  Awards 
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Report  of  Courtesies  Committee. 

Installation  of  Officers. 

Retirement  of  Colors. 

Adjournment. 

AUXILIARY  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 
MRS.  CONNOLLY  GAMBLE . Chairman  Convention  Committee 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE— Mayor  S.  L.  Whitener,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Bost, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Shuford,  Mr.  F.  L.  Adolph,  Mrs.  Connolly  Gamble,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Shuford. 

RECEPTION  COMMITTEE— Corinth  Reformed  Church— Mrs.  R.  A. 
Grimes,  Chairman;  Miss  Mabel  Miller,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Bost,  Mrs.  D.  L.  Meeker, 
Mrs.  J.  Loy  Sox,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Dellinger. 

RECEPTION  COMMITTEE— Hotel  Hickory— Mrs.  Geo.  Lyerly,  Chair¬ 
man;  Mrs.  C.  H.  Geitner,  Mrs.  Chas.  Menzies,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Carrie  Gamble, 
Mrs.  B.  B.  Blackwelder. 

REGISTRATION  COMMITTEE— Mrs.  J.  H.  Shuford,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
Earl  Carr,  Mrs.  John  Aiken,  Mrs.  Claude  Abernethy,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Nash,  Mrs. 
Glenn  Frye,  Mrs.  Geo.  S.  Watson. 

DECORATION  COMMITTEE— Mrs.  C.  V.  Garth,  Chairman;  Mrs.  T. 
P.  Pruitt,  Mrs.  R.  V.  Moss,  Mrs.  Paul  Allred. 

TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE— Miss  Grace  Patrick,  Chairman; 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Stroupe,  Mrs.  G.  R.  Patterson,  Mrs.  Fred  Campbell,  Mrs  Roland 
Morris. 


RECEPTION  COMMITTEE — Station — Mrs.  Karl  Broome,  Chairman; 
Miss  Grace  Patrick,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Fritz,  Mrs.  Laurie  Deal,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Petway. 

RESERVATION  COMMITTEE — Mrs.  Lawrence  Cline,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
K.  C.  Menzies,  Mrs.  Carl  Moore,  Mrs.  G.  E.  Hayes,  Mrs.  Chas.  Menzies,  Jr. 

ENTERTAINMENT  COMMITTEE— Mrs.  T.  A.  Mott,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
George  Lyerly,  Mrs.  Harold  Deal,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Ballenger,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Murphy, 
Jr. 

PAGES 


MISS  EMMA  BONNER . 

Miss  Carrie  Springs,  Charlotte 
Miss  Virginia  Menzies 
Miss  Elizabeth  Abernethy 
Miss  Mary  Dellinger 
Miss  Doris  Shell 
Miss  Mildred  Bowles 


. Chief  Page 

Miss  Louise  McCombs 
Mrs.  Joe  E.  Sherrill 
Mrs.  Robey  Houck,  Hickory 
Mrs.  Earl  Thomasson,  Gastonia 
Miss  Maude  Mays,  Lexington 
Miss  Nora  Lee,  Monroe 


Sixth  Annual  Convention 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Department  of  North  Carolina 


MORNING  SESSION 

The  Sixth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxil¬ 
iary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  was  called  to  order  at  eight- 
thirty  a.  m.,  Monday,  August  23,  1926,  in  Corinth  Reformed 
Church,  of  Hickory,  by  the  Department  President,  Miss  Annie 

Lee. 

The  Colors  were  advanced  by  the  Pages,  while  Mrs.  Harold 
Deal  softly  played  the  “Star  Spangled  Banner.”  Mrs.  Cuthbert 
Martin,  Department  Americanism  Chairman,  explained  the  Flag 
Salute,  after  which  the  entire  body  pledged  allegiance  to  the 
Flag  as  follows:  “I  pledge  allegiance  to  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  to  the  Republic  for  which  it  stands;  one 
Nation,  indivisible,  with  Liberty  and  Justice  for  all.” 

The  invocation  was  given  by  Dr.  Geo.  Longaker,  pastor  of 
Corinth  Reformed  Church,  Hickory,  as  follows: 

Great  God  of  Nations,  now  to  Thee  we  lift  our  hearts  in  words  of  grati¬ 
tude  and  praise.  We  acknowledge  that  our  liberties  and  privileges  are  from 
Thee  and  all  honor  is  Thine.  Thou  hast  implanted  high  ideals  and  ideas 
within  our  lives,  touching  our  hearts  with  the  Gospel  of  sympathy  and 
love.  We  praise  Thee  for  the  ministry  of  this  body  and  Organization  as¬ 
sembled,  as  it  has  ministered  in  the  past  to  the  dead  and  dying,  and  now  to 
the  wounded  and  disabled,  rendering  service  to  men,  Country,  and  God. 
The  helpful  deeds,  the  kindly  ministries,  and  the  cheering  words  have  awak¬ 
ened  hope  and  courage  when  these  were  almost  dormant  or  extinguished. 
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We  call  down  Thy  blessing  upon  the  Auxiliary  in  session  now,  and  pray 
for  Thy  Spirit’s  guidance  in  all  their  conferences,  discussions,  and  meetings. 
May  they  plan  well  and  wisely,  doing  all  to  the  glory  of  our  God. 

We  also  would  remember  the  other  Organization  gathered  at  the  same 
time  and  place.  Keep  the  membership  of  the  Legion  steady,  sure,  and 
steadfast  in  these  days.  May  they  give  diligence  to  add  to  their  virtue, 
knowledge;  to  their  knowledge,  self-control;  to  their  self-control,  patience; 
to  their  patience,  godliness;  to  their  godliness,  brotherly  kindness;  and  to 
their  brotherly  kindness,  love.  Preserve  each  and  all  from  doing  anything 
that  would  bring  dishonor  upon  their  great  Organization  or  disgrace  to  Thee, 
the  living  God  and  Father.  May  we  respect  and  obey  the  laws  of  our  land 
and  of  Thy  Kingdom,  O  Lord,  for  well  do  we  know  that  a  Nation  full  of 
righteousness  is  exalted,  and  receives  Thy  blessings. 

Impart  Thy  wisdom  and  rgace  to  the  Officers,  leaders,  and  members  of 
this  Auxiliary,  and  allow  their  deliberations  to  be  pleasing  in  Thy  sight. 
These  favors  and  mercies,  as  well  as  all  others,  we  ask  in  Jesus’  name,  Amen. 

The  delegation  stood  and  sang  “America,”  with  Mrs.  Deal  at 
the  organ. 

The  Acting  Secretary,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  read  the  “Call 
of  the  Convention,”  as  follows: 

In  conformity  with  the  decision  of  the  Fifth  Department  Convention,  the 
Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  is  hereby  called  to  be  held  at  Hickory,  N.  C.,  August  23  and  24, 
1926. 

THE  CONVENTION  IS  CALLED  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 

1 —  Receiving  reports  of  the  National  Committeewoman,  Chairmen  of  De¬ 
partment  Standing  Committees,  District  Committeewomen,  and  Department 
Officers. 

2 —  Considering  amendments  to  Department  and  Unit  Constitutions; 
electing  a  National  Committeewoman  and  her  Alternate,  and  Department 
Officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

3 —  Election  of  one  member  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee  from 
each  Congressional  District,  and  filling  any  vacancies  which  may  exist  there¬ 
in. 

4 —  Selecting  delegates  and  alternates  to  the  Sixth  National  Convention. 

5 —  Selecting  place  for  the  Seventh  Annual  Department  Convention. 

6 —  For  the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  be  brought  before 
the  Convention  in  conformity  with  the  provision  of  the  National  and  De¬ 
partment  Constitutions. 
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REPRESENTATION 

Each  Unit  shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  and  one  alternate  for  the  first 
ten  members,  and  two  additional  delegates  and  two  additional  alternates  for 
each  50  or  major  fraction  thereof,  provided  that,  in  the  event  any  Unit  shall 
have  a  fraction  thereof,  such  Unit  is  entitled  to  at  least  one  delegate,  whose 
current  Department  and  National  dues  have  been  paid  and  received  by  the 
Department  Treasurer  fifteen  days  prior  to  the  holding  of  the  Department 
Convention.  Each  Unit  shall  have  as  many  votes  as  it  is  entitled  to  dele¬ 
gates. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed  by  the  Chair: 

COMMITTEE  OX  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

Mrs.  Charles  Dunn.  Chairman;  Mrs  A.  A.  Edgeworth,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Tripp, 
Jr.,  Mrs.  M.  P.  Traynor,  Mrs.  Roger  Brooks. 

CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Chairman;  Mrs.  David  Yow,  Mrs.  Allan  Pryor, 
Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy. 

CONSTITUTION  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Chairman;  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Mrs.  W.  0. 
Spencer. 

Mrs.  Charles  Dunn.  Chairman,  read  the  Report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Rules  and  Regulations,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

To  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  draft  rules  for  the  Sixth  Annual  Conven¬ 
tion,  respectfully  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

1.  A  speaker  shall  rise,  address  the  Chair,  give  her  name  and  Unit,  and 
obtain  recognition  before  she  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

2.  No  one  shall  speak  a  second  time  on  the  same  question  if  a  member 
who  has  not  spoken  asks  for  the  floor;  and  no  member  shall  speak  more 
than  twice  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

3.  The  maker  of  a  motion  may  open  and  close  debate.  Debate  shall  be 
limited  to  three  minutes  to  each  speaker.  Debate  on  any  question  shall  be 
limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 

4.  No  extension  of  time  shall  be  allowed  to  a  speaker  or  to  debate  on  a 
question  except  by  two-thirds  vote. 

5.  All  main  motions  shall  be  written,  signed  by  the  maker,  and  given  the 
Recording  Secretary  before  the  close  of  session  at  which  they  are  offered. 
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6.  Parliamentary  procedure  as  laid  down  in  Robert’s  Rules  of  Order,  Re¬ 
vised,  be  observed. 

It  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Dunn  that  these  Rules  and  Regulations 
be  adopted.  Miss  Orie  Moseley  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was 
carried. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Chairman,  read  the  Report  of  the  Cre¬ 
dentials  Committee,  as  follows: 

CREDENTIALS  REPORT 


Number  of  Units  in  Department .  61 

Number  of  Units  Represented  at  Convention .  37 

Number  of  Delegates  Registered  . 105 

Number  of  Alternates  Registered  .  51 

Number  of  National  Officers  Registered  .  3 

Number  of  Department  Officers  Registered  .  5 

Number  of  District  Committeewomen  Registered  .  5 

Number  of  Visitors  Registered  .  39 

Number  of  Pages  Registered  .  4 

Number  of  Authorized  Votes  .  192 


It  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Miller  that  we  accept  the  Credentials 
Committee’s  Report.  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Burt,  and  duly  carried. 

The  Secretary  read  Greetings  from  Mrs.  Eliza  London  Shepard, 
the  National  President,  as  follows: 

Greetings  to  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  in  Convention  Assembled: 

As  National  President  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  I  extend  to  you 
the  greetings  of  the  National  Organization,  and  my  very  best  wishes  for  a 
successful  Convention. 

I  regret  exceedingly  it  is  impossible  to  be  with  you  today,  to  personally 
convey  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  North  Carolina  has  always  given 
the  National  Organization  in  all  its  activities.  However,  my  thoughts  are 
with  you  on  this  occasion  of  your  Annual  Convention,  and  I  want  you  to 
know  your  efforts  in  helping  us  carry  out  the  National  program  are  greatly 
appreciated. 

Not  much  time  is  left  for  us  to  work  on  membership — that  one  great  ob¬ 
jective  of  the  year — and  while  I  am  gratified  with  the  result  of  our  cam¬ 
paign  so  far,  I  know  I  can  count  on  North  Carolina  to  work  unceasingly  to 
help  us  carry  to  success  the  true  meaning  of  our  slogan,  “Over  the  Top  with 
the  Legion.” 
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May  the  actions  you  take  in  your  Convention  go  down  gloriously  in  the 
history  of  your  Department,  and  may  you  continue  to  strive,  as  you  have  in 
the  past,  for  the  greater  success  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Most  sincerely 

(MRS.)  ELIZA  LONDON  SHEPARD 
National  President 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt  moved  that  we  thank  the  National  President 
for  these  Greetings.  Mrs.  Slear,  of  Charlotte,  seconded  Mrs. 
Burt’s  motion,  and  it  was  unanimously  carried. 

The  Secretary  read  Greetings  from  Mrs.  Arthur  S.  Kipling, 
President  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  Paris  Post,  No.  1, 
as  follows: 

December  30,  1925 
40  rue  Ampere  (17-1) 

Mrs.  D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin 
38  rue  de  Lisbonne 
Paris,  81. 

Dear  Mrs.  Desbriere-Irwin: 

Many  months  have  passed  since  upon  the  occasion  of  your  arrival  in 
France,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  you  when  you  brought  to  this 
Unit  of  our  great  Auxiliary  the  greetings,  not  only  of  your  own  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  but  also  the  greetings  of  the  Departments  of  Kansas  and 
Pennsylvania. 

Could  there  be  a  more  appropriate  occasion  for  us  to  return  these  greet¬ 
ings  than  the  opening  of  the  New  Year  which  lies  before  us,  during  the  first 
days  of  which  your  departure  for  the  United  States  will  allow  you  to  carry 
back  our  own  return  message  to  our  sisters  at  home? 

For  your  own  Department,  I  would  request  that  you  do  so  verbally,  as¬ 
suring  our  sisters  of  North  Carolina  that  our  hearts  beat  with  theirs,  and 
that  we  are  watching  their  work  a-s  we  know  they  are  watching  ours.  For 
the  Departments  of  Kansas  and  Pennsylvania,  I  am  enclosing  a  few  lines 
which  I  know  your  kindness  will  see  are  delivered  to  each  of  the  Depart¬ 
ments. 

I  would  wish  to  put  on  record  how  impressed  the  members  who  attended 
our  April  meeting  were  in  learning  of  your  achievements  in  connection  with 
your  unselfish  work  amongst  our  boys  in  the  prisons  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  needless  to  tell  you  how  fully  we  realize  the  importance  of  that  uplift¬ 
ing  assistance  given  to  those  poor  fellows,  who,  sometimes  through  a  passing 
moment  of  weakness,  have  unfortunately  fallen  by  the  way. 
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During  your  stay  in  France,  you  have  been  able  to  realize  and  understand 
not  only  the  work  which  we  are  trying  to  do,  and  you  will  be  able,  by  word 
of  mouth,  to  spread  throughout  the  Auxiliary  at  Home  a  report  on  the  ef¬ 
forts  and  aspirations  of  their  outpost  here,  where  the  troops  of  the  A.  E.  F., 
now  the  men  of  the  American  Legion,  fought  for  the  safety  of  the  World. 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  have  you  amongst  us,  and,  on  the  eve  of 
your  departure,  in  the  name  of  the  Unit  and  in  my  own  name,  our  heartiest 
good  wishes  for  happiness,  health,  and  prosperity. 

Believe  me  to  remain,  dear  Mrs.  Desbriere-Irwin, 

Very  sincerely  yours 

MRS.  ARTHUR  S.  KIPLING 

President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
of  Paris  Post,  No.  1 

The  Secretary  read  the  Greetings  from  Mrs.  Irene  McIntyre 
Walbridge,  Department  President  of  New  Hampshire,  as  follows: 

Peterboro,  New  Hampshire,  August  17,  1926 

Miss  Annie  Lee 
Department  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Monroe,  North  Carolina. 

My  dear  Miss  Lee: 

Yes,  we  are  very  happy,  too,  to  have  passed  the  3000  mark.  What  won¬ 
derful  gain  you  have  made  since  last  month !  Indeed  you  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated. 

I  should  more  than  enjoy  looking  in  on  your  Convention.  Won’t  you 
please  extend  to  your  delegates  in  my  behalf  New  Hampshire’s  warmest 
greetings  and  good  wishes? 

Cordially  yours 

irene  McIntyre  walbridge 

(Mrs.  Robert  Walbridge) 
Department  President 

The  Report  of  the  Fourth  District,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Com- 
mitteewoman,  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  THE  FOURTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

Because  I  have  been  held  close  at  my  work  for  the  past  year,  I  have  been 
unable  to  give  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary  the  time  and  attention  that  it 
should  have  had,  and  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  most  of  the  progress 
made  by  the  Units  of  my  District  has  been  made  regardless  of  my  effort  and 
influence,  and  not  by  reason  of  it. 
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It  is  good  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  are  three  new  Units  in  our  Dis¬ 
trict,  all  of  them  active  and  growing.  These  are  located  at  Siler  City,  Pitts- 
boro,  and  Smithfield. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MRS.  A.  L.  FLETCHER 

Mrs.  Miller  moved  the  acceptance  of  Mrs.  Fletcher’s  report. 
The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Polston,  and  duly  carried. 

Miss  Orie  Moseley,  of  Kinston,  read  her  Report  as  Chairman  of 
Co-Operation,  as  follows: 

CO-OPERATION  REPORT 

Madame  President,  Officers,  Auxiliary  Members,  and  Visitors: 

As  Department  Chairman  of  Co-Operation,  I  would  like  to  have  each 
Unit  of  our  North  Carolina  Department  to  feel  and  realize  the  importance 
of  unity,  and  co-operation  in  all  worth-while  undertakings.  It  is  most 
necessary  for  the  success  of  our  Department  that  each  Unit  and  Post  shall 
have  a  careful  plan  of  co-operation. 

How  can  our  Department  be  unless  there  is  a  strong  unity  of  action  be¬ 
tween  Posts  and  Units — no  organizations  can  thrive  alone — co-operation  is 
the  root  of  success. 

Let  us  realize  the  importance  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and 
American  Legion  co-operating  in  the  care  of  our  World  War  Orphans  and 
ex-Service  men.  Co-operation  with  all  patriotic  organizations  whose  aims 
are  similar  to  ours  is  most  essential.  Let  us  on  Patriotic  Holidays,  as  or¬ 
ganizations,  not  only  be  willing  to  assist  in  the  program,  but  be  efficient 
leaders. 

We  are  gaining  each  year,  thirty-six  Units  having  made  creditable  re¬ 
ports.  Among  this  number  are  two  of  our  “infant”  Units:  Ben  Dixon 
Unit,  Asheboro;  and  Watauga,  Boone. 

The  fifteen  one  hundred  per  cent.  Units  are  Kiffin  Rockwell,  Asheville; 
Hornets’  Nest,  Charlotte;  Fred  Y.  McConnell,  Concord;  Gaston,  Gastonia; 
Henry  K.  Burtner,  Greensboro;  Lexington,  Lexington;  McDowell,  Marion; 
Newton,  Newton;  Wilkes  County,  North  Wilkesboro;  Coleman-Pitt,  Rocky 
Mount;  Samuel  C.  Hart,  Salisbury;  Scotland  Neck,  Scotland  Neck;  Hurst 
Turner,  Statesville;  Limer,  Warrenton;  Clyde  Bolling,  Winston-Salem. 

Other  Units  making  reports  are  Auten-Stowe,  Belmont;  Fuquay  Springs, 
Fuquav  Springs;  Pitt  County,  Greenville;  Hickory,  Hickory;  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  High  Point;  Otis  D.  Green,  Kings  Mountain;  Joseph  Dixon  Rountree, 
Kinston;  Dysart-Kendall,  Lenoir;  Jambes,  Louisburg;  Wilder  Q.  Gresham, 
Mooresville;  Melvin  Deese,  Monroe;  Raleigh,  Raleigh;  Shirley-Hill,  Snow 
Hill;  Sandhills,  Southern  Pines;  William  E.  Dillard,  Sylva;  Forrest,  St. 
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Pauls;  Eason-Tiney,  Tarboro;  Wilmington,  Wilmington;  Robert  B.  Ander¬ 
son,  Wilson. 

Many  of  these  Units  co-operated  in  Armistice  Day  programs,  Memorial 
Day  Exercises,  Red  Cross  Drives,  joint  meetings,  get-together  meetings,  se¬ 
curing  funds  for  Welfare  Work,  Memorial  coin  sale,  Forget-me-not  Drive, 
Christmas  Seal  sale,  and  planting  cemetery  plots. 

Respectfully  submitted 

(MISS)  ORIE  MOSELEY 

Chairman 

It  was  moved  by  Miss  Moseley  that  this  Report  be  accepted. 
The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  and  carried; 
and  Miss  Moseley  was  thanked  for  the  Report. 

Mrs.  Charles  Dunn,  read  the  Report  of  the  Prison  Work  Com¬ 
mittee,  as  follows: 

Madame  President  and  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary: 

As  your  Prison  Work  Chairman,  I  regret  to  report  that  I  have  been  unable 
to  follow  up  this  work  in  the  Department  as  I  would  like  to  have  done. 
With  Mrs.  Irwin’s  wonderful  work  last  year,  I  have  fallen  far  short  in 
making  the  record  she  did,  but  some  of  the  Units  have  done  such  splendid 
work  that  I  am  sure  the  inspiration  which  Mrs.  Irwin  left  with  them  has 
been  alive  throughout  the  entire  year. 

From  the  Questionnaires  sent  out,  twenty-nine  Units  reported  to  me. 
Eleven  of  these  have  done  work  among  the  ex-Service  men  in  prisons. 
Our  reports  show  that  about  two  hundred  twenty-five  visits  were  made  to 
the  prisons,  and  one  hundred  fifty-eight  ex-Service  men  visited.  Expendi¬ 
tures,  from  the  eleven  Units  which  reported  work  to  me,  have  amounted  to 
$443  80.  This  amount  does  not  include  the  value  of  food,  candy,  smokes, 
magazines,  victrola  records,  clothes,  and  many  other  things. 

In  one  case  an  ex-Service  prisoner’s  home  was  visited.  Typhoid  fever 
was  found  there,  so,  with  the  Legion’s  help,  a  cot  was  bought  and  placed  in 
the  home,  along  with  food  and  clothing,  and  house-rent  was  paid  for  three 
months.  Another  Unit  reports  having  visited  seventy-four  ex-Service  men 
in  prison,  and  having  given  financial,  legal,  and  moral  aid  to  a  great  extent. 
Also,  the  Units  have  looked  after  the  families  of  these  men  in  several  cases, 
having  purchased  food  and  coal  for  the  families  as  well  as  having  sent 
boxes  of  lunch  and  many  other  things  to  the  men  in  prison  on  Armistice 
Day,  New  Year’s  Day,  Easter,  Mother’s  Day,  and  Memorial  Day.  With  the 
help  of  the  Posts  they  have  aided  so  many  ex-Service  men  who  were  for  the 
time  being  in  the  toils  of  the  law.  I  have  mentioned  a  few  of  the  things 
which  so  many  of  the  Units  are  doing.  Whenever  such  an  opportunity  pre¬ 
sents  itself,  each  and  every  Unit  in  the  Department  is  glad  to  be  of  service 
to  a  prisoner  who  is  an  ex-Service  man. 
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The  Prison  Work,  as  I  understand  it,  is  a  work  that  has  to  be  handled 
most  carefully  in  order  to  accomplish  our  purpose.  We,  of  course,  want 
our  ex-Service  men  in  prison  to  realize  that  we  still  appreciate  the  service 
they  rendered  for  us  and  for  our  Country,  yet  we  must  always  have  it  un¬ 
derstood  that  we,  in  no  way,  want  to  interfere  with  the  laws  and  discipline 
of  our  Country.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  best  work  can  be  accomplished 
by  looking  into  the  conditions  of  the  family  of  the  ex-Service  man  in  prison, 
and  in  helping  him  to  make  a  better  citizen  when  he  is  released. 

(MRS.  CHAS.  L.)  CORA  D.  DUNN 

Chairman 

Mrs.  Dunn  moved  that  the  Report  be  accepted.  The  motion 
was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter,  and  duly  carried;  where¬ 
upon  the  President  declared  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  recon¬ 
vene  in  the  City  Hall,  at  nine-thirty,  in  a  joint  Session  with  the 
American  Legion. 

JOINT  SESSION 

The  joint  session  was  opened  by  the  playing  of  the  “Star  Span¬ 
gled  Banner”  by  the  Fort  Bragg  Band. 

Miss  Virginia  Hufty  and  her  accompanist  came  to  the  stage  (all 
kinds  of  applause)  while  the  Fort  Bragg  Band  struck  up  “Let  Me 
Call  You  Sweetheart.” 

The  invocation  was  given  by  the  Department  Chaplain,  Rev. 
Robert  E.  Gribbin: 

Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  as  we  enter  into  the  work  of  this 
Convention,  we  pause  to  thank  Thee,  the  giver  of  every  good  and  perfect 
gift,  for  the  many  good  things  that  we  have  received,  and  to  ask  Thy  bless¬ 
ing  upon  the  work  of  the  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  that  it  may  enable 
us  to  accomplish  much  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  our  Country.  We  ask 
now  that  throughout  the  work  of  this  Convention  we  may  have  Thy  pres¬ 
ence,  that  Thou  might  always  be  with  us,  so  that  whatever  we  say  and  do 
here  may  be  moved  only  by  the  highest  motives  of  service  to  Thee  and  our 
Country.  Take  away  from  us  any  selfishness  or  vainglory,  or  whatever 
else  may  hinder  us  from  giving  Thee  and  our  Country  the  best  that  is  in  us. 
We  ask  for  Thy  blessing  upon  our  comrades  who  have  gone,  and  upon  those 
confined  at  home  or  in  the  hospital,  and  to  those  that  administer  to  them; 
and  we  beseech  Thee  to  strengthen  and  direct  those  who  have  aiithority  of 
government  all  over  the  land,  that  there  may  be  brought  about  a  time 
when  there  shall  be  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  among  all  men.  We  ask 
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this  in  the  name  of  Him  that  taught  us  when  we  pray  to  say,  “Our  Father, 
who  art  in  heaven ;  Hallowed  be  thy  Name ;  Thy  kingdom  come ;  Thy  will 
be  done  on  earth,  As  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread.  And 
forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we  forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us. 
And  lead  us  not  into  temptation;  But  deliver  us  from  evil:  For  Thine  is 
the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.” 

The  Chair  recognized  Miss  Virginia  Hufty  (applause),  who 
sang  “Always.”  (Much  applause.)  Miss  Hufty  sang  two  en¬ 
cores. 

The  Chair  recognized  Hon.  Jos.  L.  Murphy,  who  made  an  Ad¬ 
dress  of  Welcome,  as  follows: 

Commander  Stevens,  Miss  Lee,  Legionnaires,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I  think  there  is  one  thing  we  should  do — I  think  some  Legionnaire  should 
marry  Miss  Virginia  Hufty,  because  we  want  to  keep  this  “sweetheart.” 
(Applause.) 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  could  tell  you  about  the  glories  of  Hickory  from 
a  historian’s  standpoint.  I  could  tell  you  of  her  diversified  manufacturing, 
I  could  tell  you  of  the  great  many  agricultural  products  of  this  county,  that 
we  raise  more  gallons  of  corn — and  I  could  give  you  evidence  of  that  fact 
(applause) — but  I  am  not  going  to  do  that.  We  are  glad  to  have  you  up 
here  in  the  Land  of  the  Sky  Blue  Water,  where  the  air  is  pure,  and  where 
the  Government  has  said  that  the  purest  other  thing  that  is  made  in  the 
world  is  made  in  Western  North  Carolina.  In  1925,  Hickory  Post,  No.  48, 
sent  twenty  Legionnaires  to  Fayetteville,  representing  every  vocation  in 
Hickory,  to  ask  you  to  come  here  and  meet  today.  That  is  evidence,  my. 
friends,  that  we  wanted  you,  or  we  wouldn’t  have  asked  you ;  and  we  are 
glad  to  be  here  today,  and  have  you  with  us. 

The  Mayor  told  me,  Mr.  Commander  and  Miss  Lee,  that  I  could  not 
present  you  with  the  key  to  the  city,  because  the  city  of  Hickory  is  never 
locked.  They  tell  me,  boys,  that  the  bars  are  not  down,  but  that  the  flood¬ 
gates  are  open.  (Applause.)  Fellows,  we  are  glad  to  have  you  here  today, 
and  we  want  you  to  enjoy  Hickory  as  much  as  we  enjoy  you.  The  Mayor 
has  told  me  to  tell  you,  for  him,  that  the  town  is  yours;  that  if  there  is  any¬ 
thing  a  Legionnaire  or  an  Auxiliary  member  wants,  to  ask  him,  and  if  they 
can’t  find  him,  to  ask  the  Chief  of  Police,  and,  if  they  can’t  find  the  Chief, 
to  ask  me,  and  I  will  guarantee  that  you  will  get  it.  But  it  is  superfluous, 
my  friends,  to  say  that  we  are  glad  to  have  you  here,  that  the  hearts  and 
the  homes  of  the  City  of  Hickory  are  open  to  you,  that  all  the  hospitality 
that  Hickory  has  in  store  is  yours;  and  we  bid  you  Godspeed  in  your  Con¬ 
vention  here,  and  we  want  you  to  come  back  to  Hickory  and  make  it  your 
home,  and  stay  with  us  when  you  want  to.”  (Applause.) 
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The  Chair  recognized  Gen.  Albert  L.  Cox,  as  a  “real  soldier,  a 
scholar  and  a  gentleman,  distinguished  throughout  North  Caro- 
Carolina,  and  a  Legionnaire  of  the  first  water,”  who  made  the 
Response  for  the  Legion  to  the  Address  of  Welcome,  as  follows: 

My  Comrades  and  Friends: 

Words  could  not  express  the  appreciation  which  we  as  Legionnaires  felt 
when,  in  Fayetteville  twelve  months  ago,  we  were  given  that  splendid 
invitation  to  come  to  Hickory.  I  feel  deeply  honored  that  the  Commander 
saw  fit  to  permit  me  to  voice  the  sentiment  of  the  Legion  in  responding  to 
this  whole-hearted  Address  of  Welcome  that  Joe  Murphy  has  just  extended. 
There  is  no  place  in  North  Carolina  that  has  a  more  open-hearted  welcome 
for  Legionnaires,  for  North  Carolinians,  or  for  any  stranger  within  her 
gates,  than  has  Hickory.  You  can  find  no  greater  welcome  anywhere  than 
is  given  you  here  in  these  foothills.  And  so,  for  the  past  twelve  months,  in 
the  heart  of  each  member  of  the  American  Legion  of  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  there  has  been  felt  a  tremendous  urge  to  attend  this 
Eighth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  of  North  Carolina,  that 
would  bring  the  Legionnaires  to  Hickory. 

Not  alone  were  the  men  of  Hickory  distinguished  for  the  part  that  they 
performed  upon  foreign  battlefields,  and  certainly  men  of  no  other  section 
were  braver  in  the  performance  of  the  missions  entrusted  to  them  than  were 
the  men  of  Catawba;  but  what  they  did  was  made  possible  by  the  fact  that 
they  knew  that  at  home,  other  “privates”  in  the  ranks  were  making  it  pos¬ 
sible  by  the  creation  of  supplies  so  necessary  for  the  sustenance  of  those 
who  wore  the  uniform,  and  likewise  were  upholding  the  morale  which  is  so 
necessary  for  the  performance  of  deeds  upon  a  battlefield.  Hickory  and 
Catawba  County,  my  friends  and  comrades,  have  long  been  renowned  for 
those  who  have  represented  them,  at  home  and  abroad,  and  we  are  here  to 
see  at  close  range,  to  appreciate  just  what  sort  of  people  these  are  that  in¬ 
vited,  and  not  only  invited  but  urged,  that  we  be  their  guests. 

They  have  shown  at  the  outset,  to  those  of  us  who  formed  a  vanguard,  as 
it  were,  the  sort  of  welcome  that  they  had,  the  kind  of  hospitality  that 
they  had  for  us,  greater  even  than  we  had  looked  forward  to.  And  so  I  can 
voice  the  thanks,  the  grateful  appreciation  of  all  the  members  of  the  Legion 
who  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  come  and  be  the  guests  of  Hickory  upon 
this  occasion,  and  we  as  Legionnaires,  my  comrades,  can  best  express  the 
appreciation  which  is  deep  down  in  our  hearts,  by  a  renewed  faith  in  the 
tenets,  the  ideals,  and  the  principles  of  this  Organization  of  ours;  we  can 
take  a  new  hope  and  a  new  heart,  here  among  these  people  of  Catawba,  and 
go  henceforth  determined  that,  by  our  vigilance,  by  our  earnestness,  by  our 
loyalty  to  God  and  to  Country,  as  it  is  so  well  expressed  in  the  Preamble, 


172 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


“uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,”  we 
will  ever  be  appreciative,  and  we  do  thank  these  people  for  their  magnificent 

hospitality.  (Applause.) 

By  Commander  Stevens: 

Perhaps  I,  better  than  anyone  else  this  year,  can  realize  the  utter  and  ab¬ 
solute  necessity  of  an  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  In  going  around  the 
State,  visiting  the  Posts  and  many  of  the  Units  of  the  Auxiliary,  I  have  tried 
to  work  hand  in  hand  with  the  leaders  of  that  splendid  Organization.  I 
feel  that  to  add  any  words  of  introduction  would  be  mere  surplus,  and  it  is 
now  my  pleasure  to  simply  present  to  this  Convention,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  the 
Department  President  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina, 
who  will  bring  a  word  of  greeting  from  that  Organization.  (All  stood, 
and  applauded.) 

Miss  Lee  said: 

Mr.  Commander,  Mrs.  McKissick,  Guests,  Auxiliary  Members,  and  Legion¬ 
naires: 

The  great  day  has  come;  we  are  here,  and  we  are  happy  because  of  it. 
Even  before  I  reached  Hickory,  I  experienced  your  welcome,  for  the  banner 
“Welcome  to  Hickory”  was  raised  across  the  highway  just  in  time  for  me  to 
drive  under  it.  Too,  my  first  caller  was  your  Mayor,  who  came  to  give  us 
the  City,  saying,  as  you,  Mr.  Murphy,  that  it  had  no  key.  In  behalf  of 
the  Auxiliary,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  hospitality  of  your  beautiful  city,  so 
graciously  extended,  is  very  deeply  appreciated  by  all  of  us.  I  am  sure 
that  we  are  in  a  city  of  honorable  history  and  splendid  traditions,  a  city 
known  for  its  entertainment,  our  own  being,  I  believe,  the  third  State  body 
which  has  met  with  you  this  summer.  But,  from  our  experience,  we  know 
that  your  hospitality  has  not  diminished  in  a  way  that  sometimes  happens 
when  we  have  too  much  company  in  the  house  or  the  visitations  are  too 
prolonged.  I  am  sure  that  we  shall  enjoy  every  minute  of  our  stay,  and 
we  thank  you  for  this  royal  welcome. 

By  Commander  Stevens: 

With  all  the  suffering  that  goes  along  with  war,  perhaps  there  is  one 
class  of  people  above  all  others  in  the  universe  that  suffers  most  deeply, 
and  that  class  to  which  I  refer  is  made  up  of  the  mothers  of  the  men  that 
fight;  and  I  am  glad  to  include  on  our  program  today,  men  of  the  Legion, 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Pemberton,  State  President  of  the  American  War  Mothers, 
and  it  is  now  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  present  her  to  you.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Pemberton: 

Men  of  the  Legion,  Members  of  the  Auxiliary,  Mr.  Commander,  and  Guests: 

I  deem  it  a  great  honor  to  be  here  today  as  the  representative  of  the 
American  War  Mothers  of  North  Carolina.  We  are  glad  to  have  this  op- 
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portunity,  members  of  the  Legion,  of  expressing  to  you  our  great  appre¬ 
ciation  of  your  unselfish  and  loyal  service,  you  who  were  in  the  throes  of 
the  great  conflict  between  the  Nations  of  the  World,  who  with  patriotic 
zeal  and  a  true  love  of  your  Country,  and  with  Old  Glory  in  your  hands, 
answered  the  call  to  arms.  Though  oftentimes  your  hearts  ached  at  the 
separation  from  your  loved  ones,  you,  with  a  dignity  becoming  North  Caro¬ 
lina  soldiers,  went  bravely  forward  to  the  call  of  duty,  unmindful  of  the 
dangers,  the  pitfalls,  and  the  perils  that  beset  your  pathway.  Some  of  your 
comrades  did  not  come  back.  In  far-off  lands,  in  the  Poppy  Fields  of 
France,  they  await  the  resurrection  morn  and  the  reward  of  Well  done  good 
and  faithful  soldiers.”  The  members  of  the  Auxiliary  were  brave,  too,  as 
you  kept  the  home  fires  burning,  and  watched  and  waited  with  prayers  on 
your  lips  and  in  your  hearts  for  the  outcome  of  the  great  conflict.  Your 
support  as  wives,  mothers,  sisters,  and  daughters  called  for  much  uneasiness, 
much  suspense,  many  sleepless  nights,  and  great  suffering,  but  your  courage 
did  not  fail,  even  though  the  honor  star  in  your  window  turned  to  burnished 
gold.  You  made  the  sacrifice  bravely  and  courageously. 

Prompted  and  inspired  by  the  love  and  solicitude  that  dwells  only  in  a 
mother’s  heart  for  her  children,  the  American  War  Mothers  came  into  exist¬ 
ence,  and  for  seven  years  we  have  carried  on,  ever  trying  to  keep  alive  and 
develop  the  spirit  that  prompted  world  service.  We  feel  that  the  American 
War  Mothers  strike  a  chord  that  no  other  organization  can  strike.  There  is 
a  sacred  relationship,  a  tie  that  binds,  the  tie  of  mother-love.  Your  inter¬ 
ests,  your  aims,  and  your  prayers  are  closely  linked  with  ours,  for  we  claim 
you  as  our  sons  and  our  daughters,  and  we  are  glad  of  this  privilege  of 
expressing  to  you  our  support  and  hearty  co-operation  in  all  of  your  un¬ 
dertakings,  and  today  each  War  Mother  of  our  own  beloved  State  joins  me 
in  the  united  wish  for  the  continued  success  and  prosperity  of  the  two  Or¬ 
ganizations  represented  here.  You  have  done  well;  may  you  continue  to 
succeed  in  this  great  work  that  has  such  a  great  object  and  aim  as  that  for 
which  you  stand;  and  when  at  last  the  Taps  shall  sound  for  each  of  you, 
may  you  answer  that  call  with  the  satisfaction  of  a  duty  well  done  and  a 
life  well  lived.  (Applause.) 

By  Commander  Stevens: 

Here  in  Hickory,  in  the  very  lap  of  southern  chivalry  and  hospitality,  it 
is  indeed  most  appropriate  that  we  have  a  representative  of  the  United 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  of  that  splendid  and  magnificent  organization 
which  in  the  past  has  and  is  now  perpetuating  the  things  that  are  so  near 
and  dear  to  all  of  us  Southerners.  It  is  now  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to 
present  Mrs.  Glenn  Long,  Recording  Secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Di¬ 
vision,  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  who  will  bring  greetings  from 
her  organization.  (Applause.) 
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Mrs.  Long: 

Mr.  Commander,  Miss  Lee,  Legionnaires,  and  Friends: 

I  feel  like  I  am  a  mighty  small  tug,  out  among  big  battleships.  It  is  a 
great  disappointment  that  our  President  could  not  come  here  to  tell  you  of 
the  many  great  things  that  are  being  carried  on  by  the  United  Daughters 
of  the  Confederacy.  The  reason  she  asked  me  to  come,  I  suppose,  is  be¬ 
cause  she  knows  I  love  the  Hickory  people,  and  thought  she  would  give  me 
a  chance  to  say  so  in  public.  These  two  organizations,  the  Daughters  of 
the  Confederacy  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  are  the  same  in  pur¬ 
pose  and  in  aim.  Our  aim,  our  main  purpose  in  being  organized,  is  to  take 
care  of  our  dear  old  veterans,  and  the  Auxiliary’s  purpose  and  aim  is  to  take 
care  of  “the  Boys,”  so  in  those  two  aims  we  are  living  and  working  to¬ 
gether.  We  think  our  bonds  are  growing  stronger  each  year,  and  we  hope 
they  will  continue  to  grow  and  we  will  be  bound  closer  together.  So,  the 
North  Carolina  Division  of  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  brings 
to  this  gathering  the  most  cordial  greetings.  (Applause.) 

By  Commander  Stevens: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  the  line  has  grown  thinner  since  our  youth,  and 
today  there  is  only  a  small  remnant  left  of  that  splendid  and  strong  group 
of  men  that  sixty  years  ago  took  up  arms  in  the  defense  of  what  they 
thought  was  right.  I  was  particularly  fortunate  in  securing  for  this  Con¬ 
vention  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Confederate  Veterans  of  the  Divis¬ 
ion  of  North  Carolina,  and  I  now  present  to  the  Convention  Gen.  W.  A. 
Smith.  (Applause.  All  stood  up;  the  Fort  Bragg  Band  struck  up  “Dixie.” 
All  remained  standing.) 

General  W.  A.  Smith: 

Mr.  Commander,  Men  of  the  Legion,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

It  is  with  mixed  pride  and  mortification  that  I  attempt  to  speak  to  you 
today.  I  hope  you  will  be  seated.  (All  sat  down.)  Because  there  is  such 
splendid  oratory  on  all  sides,  there  is  mortification  because  I  cannot  meas¬ 
ure  up  in  oratory  to  the  high  estimation  of  my  friends.  But  I  hope  you  wilt 
strive  to  smile  all  the  while,  and  while  you  smile  others  will  smile,  and  soon 
there  will  be  miles  and  miles  of  smiles  because  you  smile.  I  can  remember 
well  that  for  three  long  years  Germany  violated  every  law  of  the  Nations, 
and  defined  the  people  of  the  United  States,  until  the  whole  Nation  was 
united  as  one  man  and  stood  at  the  back  of  our  great  Southern  President, 
Woodrow  Wilson.  (Applause.)  Yet,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  neither  the  Kai¬ 
ser  nor  any  of  his  officers  was  held  responsible  for  the  murder  of  Miss  Edith 
Cavell  and  of  others  they  put  to  death,  unlawfully  and  maliciously.  In  1917, 
when  I  was  at  the  reunion  of  the  Confederate  Veterans,  I  was  talking  to 
them,  and  I  said  that  the  boys  that  were  then  volunteering  to  defend  Old 
Glory  would  prove  just  as  brave,  just  as  courageous,  just  as  daring,  just  as 
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heroic  and  gallant  as  our  men  were  in  the  Sixties;  that  they  would  bear 
themselves  just  as  upstanding,  with  eyes  to  the  front,  and  would  be  just  as 
bold  and  loyal  and  zealous  as  we  were  in  the  days  that  made  history,  that 
tried  the  souls  of  men  and  broke  the  hearts  of  women.  I  could  see  those 
old  men  shaking  their  heads.  They  didn’t  believe  in  the  boys  or  anybody 
else  being  as  brave  and  as  true  as  they  were  in  the  days  past.  I  said,  “And 
why  not?  Aren’t  they  your  own  sons,  your  own  flesh  and  bone,  flesh  of 
your  flesh  and  bone  of  your  bone  and  blood  of  your  blood,  your  own  bone 
and  sinew?  Are  you  the  fathers  of  degenerates?”  And  I  could  see  them 
nod  their  heads  in  assent  and  approval.  And  did  they  not  prove  them¬ 
selves  to  be  heroes,  sons  of  hero  fathers,  when  they  stemmed  the  tide  of 
the  onrushing  cyclonic  Germans,  at  Chateau  Thierry  ?  Were  they  not  he¬ 
roic  sons  of  heroic  fathers  when  they  drove  the  Germans  from  hilltop  to 
hilltop,  from  stronghold  to  stronghold  in  the  Argonne  Section,  and  broke  the 
line  of  fortifications?  Were  they  not  heroic  sons  of  heroic  fathers  when 
they  broke  the  Hindenburg  Line?  Who  broke  the  Hindenburg  Line? 
A  mooted  question  for  long  years,  but  a  boy  named  James  Harrill  Smith — 
and  he  has  the  right  name — from  Charlotte,  North  Carolina — and  he  be¬ 
longs  to  the  right  city  and  to  the  great  State  of  our  own  Land — wrote  to 
General  Pershing  asking  him  the  question.  Here  is  General  Pershing’s  re¬ 
ply  which  I  quote  verbatim: 

“From  the  General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.,  to  James  Harrill 
Smith,  109  Clement  Avenue  Charlotte,  N.  C.  My  dear  James: — You  ask 
me  if  the  soldiers  from  North  Carolina  broke  the  Hindenburg  Line.  They 
did.  And  like  their  fathers  in  the  Civil  War  they  fought  aggressively,  with 
courageous  devotion  and  heroic  fortitude.  Some  day  I  hope  we  can  talk 
this  over.  Signed:  John  J.  Pershing.” 

The  man  in  authority,  the  man  who  is  in  a  position  to  know,  the  man 
who  did  it,  says  the  North  Carolina  soldiers  broke  the  Hindenburg  Line 
(Applause.)  They  not  only  broke  the  line,  but,  what  is  more,  as  said 
General  Pershing  in  the  letter,  they  broke  the  Division  opposing  them.  The 
last  word  has  been  spoken,  and  North  Carolina  has  the  glory.  The  prophet 
Isaiah  said  “The  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  the  house  of  Israel,  and 
the  men  of  Judah  his  pleasant  plant.”  Substitute  a  word  or  two,  and  we 
have  what  is  true.  “The  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  the  American 
Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  his  pleasant  plant.”  (Applause.) 

By  Commander  Stevens; 

Men  of  the  Legion,  and  Women  of  the  Auxiliary: 

I  don’t  know  whether  it  has  occurred  to  you  or  not,  but  it  is  a  most  dif¬ 
ficult  thing  for  a  Convention  program  committee  to  select  the  chief  speaker 
of  a  Department  or  National  Convention.  First  of  all,  you  wrant  a  man  of 
National  prominence,  secondly,  you  want  a  Legionnaire;  and  then  it’s  ab¬ 
solutely  necessary,  if  possible,  to  secure  one  who  can  speak  attractively; 
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and  then  further,  if  he  can  meet  it,  the  fourth  qualification,  a  man  who  can 
qualify  under  the  title  of  one  of  God’s  gentlemen.  I  am  happy  to  announce 
this  morning,  in  the  absence  of  a  representative  of  the  Government  who 
could  not  be  here  to  introduce  the  chief  speaker  of  this  occasion,  that  I 
have  found  such  a  person,  a  man  that  distinguished  himself  in  time  of  war, 
starting  as  a  second  lieutenant — a  “shavetail,”  if  you  please — and  emerging 
at  the  end  of  the  great  conflict  as  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  wearing  the  Dis¬ 
tinguished  Service  Cross,  cited  five  times;  the  Croix  de  Guerre,  cited  four 
times;  the  French  Legion  of  Honor;  the  Italian  Cross,  and  that  isn’t  all. 
The  speaker  we  have  today  has  done  well  in  Legion  fields.  Coming  from 
the  State  of  Iowa,  he  is  a  cornfed  boy,  and  naturally  knows  how  to  fight 
either  in  time  of  peace  or  in  time  of  war.  After  the  great  conflict,  this  man 
turned  his  efforts  to  service  in  time  of  peace,  and  duplicated  the  records  that 
he  made  in  the  Army.  Starting  in  as  a  buck  private  in  the  American  Legion 
service,  he  was  honored  and  rewarded  by  being  chosen  as  National  Com¬ 
mander  of  this  Legion  of  ours.  (Applause.)  And  so,  when  I  was  able  to 
secure  this  man,  I  felt  that  I  had  done  a  great  day’s  work.  But  I  was  afraid 
something  would  happen  in  the  War  Department  that  might  demand  his 
services  in  some  foreign  place,  so  that  he  couldn’t  get  back.  To  show  you 
how  typical  of  a  real  man  he  is,  and  how  truly  American,  in  response  to  a 
telegram  that  I  sent  him  a  few  days  ago,  worded  along  this  line,  in  order 
that  I  might  not  offend  or  show  any  apathy,  “Please  advise  me  on  what 
train  you  will  arrive  in  Hickory,  in  order  that  I  may  have  a  delegation  to 
meet  you.”  He  wired,  “Present  expectation  arrive  on  train  7.20  a.  m.;  but 
don’t  bother  about  me,  Old  Boy,  I  will  find  your  old  Convention.  Mc- 
Nider.”  (Applause.)  Men  of  the  Legion,  and  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary,  I 
now  present  Hanford  McNider,  Past  National  Commander  of  the  American 
Legion,  and  Assistant  Secretary  of  War.  (Applause.  The  Fort  Bragg 
Band  Struck  up  “The  Old  Gray  Mare.”) 

Colonel  McNider’s  Address  to  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary 
was  as  follows: 

Mr.  Commander,  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary,  Comrades  and  men  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  of  North  Carolina: 

I  am  happy  to  be  down  here,  of  course;  happy  always  to  meet  with  you 
in  North  Carolina  again.  I  want  to  tell  you  that  I  am  greatly  honored  to 
follow  on  the  program  the  representative  of  one  of  the  most  gallant  armies 
that  ever  fought  in  any  field.  (Applause.)  I  never  get  on  the  platform 
with  one  of  these  men  who  fought  the  great  War  Between  the  States — is 
that  right?  (From  the  audience  “That  is  right.”)  that  I  do  not  remem¬ 
ber  a  time  in  my  State  when  I  was  assigned  as  aide-de-camp  to  their  Com- 
mander-in-Chief.  I  followed  him  around  all  day,  trying  to  help  as  best  I 
could,  because  they  were  our  guests.  In  the  afternoon,  he  got  into  a  lunch- 
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eon,  and  after  I  got  in  there  with  him  there  was  no  way  for  me  to  get  out, 
and  he  told  me  two  or  three  times  he  thought  I’d  better  get  out,  as  there  was 
supposed  to  be  only  those  in  there  that  were  veterans  of  his  war;  but  finally, 
in  order  to  stop  the  commotion,  and  get  things  straightened  out,  he  told  me 
I  could  stay.  “But,”  he  said,  “there  are  two  things  I  want  you  to  remem¬ 
ber.  First,  I  want  you  to  keep  quiet,  as  you  should.”  And  I  said,  “Yes 
sir,  I  will  try  to  do  that.”  And  he  said,  “And  there  are  two  other  things  I 
want  you  to  remember.  I  want  you  to  remember  that  we  lost  more  gen¬ 
erals  in  one  battle  than  you  lost  in  your  whole  war!”  And  I  said,  “Yes 
sir;  I  know  that.”  And  he  said,  “Another  thing  I  want  you  to  remember, 
and  that  is,  I  want  you  to  keep  it  on  your  mind  that  you  didn’t  have  to 
fight  anything  but  Germans,  and  we  had  to  fight  Americans!”  (Applause.) 

I  came  down  to  North  Carolina  with  a  bit  of  foreboding,  a  little  bit  scared 
about  what  I  was  going  to  do.  It’s  not  an  easy  thing  for  a  farmer  boy  to 
come  along  with  all  the  natural  born  orators  of  the  world  and  try  to  put 
over  anything  from  the  platform.  The  last  time  I  was  in  North  Carolina, 
I  think  it  was  in  Raleigh,  they  had  a  tremendous  gathering  over  there,  some 
dedication  or  something.  General  Pershing  was  there,  and  a  whole  lot  of 
other  people  of  high  repute,  and  because  of  my  junior  status  in  this  meeting 
I  was  the  first  on  the  program.  I  got  up  there,  after  talking  to  some  general 
who  had  come  from  another  State  to  the  South,  cleared  my  voice,  got  out 
in  front  of  an  American  Flag,  and  started  in  good.  I  said,  “Good  people 
of  South  Carolina” — and  I  stood  there  for  five  minutes  trying  to  get  the 
crowd  quiet.  Now,  every  time  our  Commander-in-Chief  gets  me  around  in 
a  crowd  he  hollers  that  at  me.  I  think  you  all  remember  the  trip  of  the 
great  Marshal  Foch  to  this  Country  when  it  was  my  pleasure  to  accompany 
him  on  his  tour.  We  were  together  some  three  months  altogether,  and  onthe 
last  six  weeks  of  that  trip  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  introduce  the  Marshal  every 
time  he  spoke.  We  were  on  trains,  you  know,  stopping  every  hour  or 
hour  and  a  half,  and  that  usually  happened  fifteen  or  twenty  times  a  day, 
and  because  we  were  always  at  different  places  I  always  said  the  same  thing. 
In  fact,  I  said  it  so  often  that  three  French  officers  on  the  Marshal’s  staff, 
who  had  come  to  our  Country  without  knowing  a  word  of  English,  could 
quote  my  speech  word  for  word.  One  day  I  walked  out  on  the  back  of  the 
Marshal’s  car,  the  observation  car,  just  before  reaching  Portland,  and  found 
three  of  the  news  reporters,  with  arms  crossed.  They  had  my  speech  all 
written  down  in  advance  before  I  started.  So  I  thought  I  had  better  do 
something  about  it,  and  I  decided  I  would  use  the  same  sentences  but 
would  change  them  around  a  bit.  The  Marshal  usually  sat  on  one  side  of 
the  platform  awaiting  his  time  to  speak,  and  when  I  was  indulging  in  my 
form  speech  he  would  doze  comfortably,  and  when  I  gave  him  the  cue, 
something  about  the  “first  soldier  of  the  world”  he  would  get  up  and  come 
forward  to  “do”  his  speech.  This  night  the  Marshal  seemed  to  be  squirm¬ 
ing  around  on  his  chair,  and  making  queer  noises,  and  presently  he  swung 
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clear  of  his  chair  and  got  clear  up  to  the  footlights  before  some  of  his  staff 
grabbed  him  and  allowed  me  to  finish  up  my  speech.  After  it  was  over, 
his  physician,  a  Frenchman  who  had  come  over  with  him,  got  me  over  to  one 
side  and  said,  “Look  here,  young  man;  after  we  have  all  got  used  to  your 
speech,  you  must  say  the  same  thing,  and  besides  the  Marshal  is  an  old 
man  now,  and  he  can’t  stand  the  shock,  he  can’t  stand  a  shock  like  that!” 
(Applause.)  And  so  I  went  back  to  the  very  same  speech,  and  I  said  the 
same  thing  thirty  times  a  day  all  the  way  down  the  Pacific  Coast  and  all 
the  way  back  until  we  got  down  here  in  a  little  town  in  South  Carolina. 
We  got  there  at  dusk,  and  the  lights  were  strung:  across  the  courthouse 
square,  and  there  was  a  sea  of  upturned  faces,  just  as  far  as  you  could  see, 
all  tremendously  inspired.  We  all  tried  to  do  our  stuff  the  best  we  knew 
how.  After  it  was  over,  a  very  tall  Southern  gentleman  in  a  tall  silk  hat 
marched  up  to  the  platform  and  congratulated  the  Marshal  on  what  he 
had  said.  He  said,  “What  you  have  said  here  tonight,  Sir,  will  go  down  in 
the  history  of  South  Carolina.”  Then  he  reached  another  man,  and  said, 
“Every  word  you  have  said  here  tonight  is  engraved  on  my  heart,  and  I 
will  carry  it  to  my  grave.”  Then  he  came  to  me,  and  he  grabbed  my  hand 
and  started  in,  saying,  “Sir,”  and  then  he  looked  up  and  saw  to  whom  he 
was  speaking,  and  he  said,  “Sir,  er,  er,  you  have  a  remarkably  good  speaking 
voice.”  So  I  have  reason  to  remember  South  Carolina. 

I  doubt  the  good  judgment  of  Past  Commanders  trying  to  tell  you  men, 
who  are  here  as  delegates,  or  you  probably  wouldn’t  be  here,  as  I  believe 
you  can  tell  a  lot  better  than  I  can  what  we  need  and  are  doing.  I  used 
to  think  this  Past-National-Commander  business  amounted  to  something. 
It’s  a  nice  long  title,  you  will  all  have  to  admit  that.  At  the  Convention  at 
San  Francisco,  we  had  all  the  cups  named  after  the  Past  National  Com¬ 
manders.  I  started  this,  thinking  it  would  be  a  fine  thing,  so  you  wouldn’t 
forget  us,  and  it  would  sort  of  carry  our  names  right  along  after  we  have 
really  dropped  out  of  the  procession.  This  day  I  came  in  too  late  to  get  on 
the  platform,  so  I  sat  down  with  some  men  from  Texas  or  Oklahoma. 
The  cups,  some  six  or  seven,  were  being  presented  to  the  different  States,  and 
the  Commander  of  the  winning  Department  would  come  up  and  take  the 
cup.  He  would  then  respond,  and  all  would  sing,  and  the  band  would  play; 
and  then  it  would  be  done  all  over  again.  An  old  gentleman  next  to  me, 
who  was  more  or  less  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the  Convention,  was  very 
much  bored  by  this  procedure.  After  they  had  done  this  many  times,  he 
leaned  over  to  me  and  said,  “Say,  do  you  know  what  is  the  lowest  thing  in 
Legion  life?”  And  I  said,  “No,  Old  Man,  what  is  it?”  And  he  said,  “It’s 
the  Past  National  Commanders!”  Now  there  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  to 
that.  You  know  I  don’t  think  even  the  National  Headquarters  is  tremen¬ 
dously  important.  They  are  always  there,  but  if  down  in  the  Post  there 
aren’t  four  or  five  good  men  working  and  doing  things,  carrying  the  burden, 
carrying  on  the  battles,  we  wouldn’t  have  any  Legion  for  these  dignitaries 
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to  cheer  about.  That  is  where  the  Legion  is,  down  in  the  Post;  and  there 
is  where  it’s  always  going  to  be.  As  you  carry  on  the  work  in  the  many 
Posts,  all  over  this  State,  so  is  this  Legion  going  to  be  worth  while.  As 
these  eleven  thousand  American  Legion  Posts  feel  about  the  American  Le¬ 
gion,  so  is  the  National  opinion  of  the  Legion  going  to  be  formed,  and  so 
will  the  influence  of  the  Legion  be  felt.  The  history  of  the  American  Legion 
has  been  tremendously  worth  while  so  far.  We  have  run  into  all  kinds 
of  difficulties,  naturally,  this  being  a  brand  new  infant  affair  without  any 
precedents  to  guide  us,  with  no  one  to  advise  us  about  so  large  a  proposi¬ 
tion,  but  we  have  conquered  them  all,  and  it  is  only  natural  that  the  Nation 
will  look  to  the  Legion  as  the  representatives  of  our  generation  all  through 
the  coming  years,  especially  on  those  questions  on  which  our  experience  has 
given  us  so  much  ground  for  knowledge.  When  it  comes  to  the  War  De¬ 
partment,  there  is  one  question  on  which  the  voice  of  the  Legion  is  to  be 
final,  and  that  is  on  all  questions  of  National  Defense.  If  anybody'  in  this 
Country  is  fitted  to  express  themselves  on  this  question,  it  is  the  generation 
that  fought  the  war;  and  the  question  is  going  to  be  in  pretty  safe  hands, 
because  the  men  who  have  actually  fought  in  battle  are  pretty  good  guides 
in  matters  of  the  National  protection.  The  Nation  looks  to  the  Legion,  and 
the  Legion  has  got  to  make  itself  felt,  as  it  did  when  we  wrote  the  National 
Defense  Act.  It  is  a  vital  matter  with  every  one  of  us,  because  we  want  to 
see  that  the  coming  generation  gets  the  proper  ideas,  gets  some  of  the  bitter 
lessons  we  got  out  of  the  war;  otherwise  our  experience  there  will  to  a  great 
extent  be  lost  and  of  no  real  value  to  the  Country. 

I  could  go  into  all  the  ramifications  of  the  War  Department,  but  I  am 
not  going  to.  I  might  tell  you  that  there  is  a  North  Carolinian  in  my 
office,  a  man  who  lived  right  here  and  who  understands,  a  member  of  the 
regular  Army,  who  formerly  served  with  the  Corps  that  was  with  the 
British  during  the  war.  He  does  all  the  thinking,  and  I  do  only  the  bally- 
hooing  around  on  the  outside.  (Applause.)  His  name  is  Harlee  Furger- 
son,  from  over  here  in  Waynesville.  It’s  his  job  to  dope  out  all  this  stuff 
in  my  office,  and  then  I  go  around  and  preach  about  it.  So  North  Carolina 
really  has  a  large  part  in  the  War  Department  activities,  with  which  I  am 
connected. 

My  experience  in  the  War  Department  has  been  pretty  limited,  and  my 
short  time  there  reminds  me  of  a  certain  parrot.  This  parrot  was  rather 
profane,  and  the  minister  was  in  the  habit  of  calling  at  this  particular  house 
on  every  Sunday  night.  The  good  minister  used  to  arrive  about  supper 
time.  The  family,  in  order  not  to  shock  the  good  man,  would  cover  the 
parrot  with  a  blanket  about  noon,  so  Polly  would  go  to  sleep  in  the  dark  by 
the  time  the  good  man  of  the  faith  would  arrive  on  Sunday  night.  One 
week  the  minister  came  in  unexpectedly  on  Tuesday  night,  and  the  mother 
of  the  house  opened  the  door  and  let  him  in.  She  immediately  ran  back  to 
the  parrot  and  threw  her  apron  over  the  cage  so  that  the  bird  would  realize 
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that  something  unusual  had  happened,  and  then  ran  off  to  find  a  blanket  to 
cover  him  up  with.  The  good  man  entered  the  sitting  room  just  in  time  for 
the  parrot  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  him  before  the  darkness  settled  down  and 
he  said,  “My  God,  but  this  has  been  a  hell  of  a  short  week!”  Which  is 
more  or  less  how  I  stand  as  far  as  the  War  Department  is  concerned.  I 
have  been  there  only  since  the  middle  of  last  winter. 

But  this  National  Defense  Act  which  you  men  of  the  Legion  helped  write 
as  the  law  of  the  land,  you  know  what  its  different  obligations  are,  and  what 
you  should  do  to  carry  it  out.  You  know,  and  it  is  your  duty  as  veterans 
to  see  that  the  National  protection  is  properly  built  up.  The  Legion  is 
made  up  of  men  who  have  fought  in  battle,  and  they  probably  have  a  clear 
and  strong  desire  for  peace,  more  than  any  group  of  people  in  the  whole 
Nation.  These  people  who  want  peace  at  any  price  are  not  usually  to  be 
found  when  it  comes  to  service,  and,  to  be  frank,  they  don’t  know  what 
they  are  talking  about.  The  Legion  doesn’t  want  war.  No  man  who  has 
ever  fought  in  a  war  wants  to  repeat  that — certainly  not  for  himself,  and 
certainly  not  for  his  son.  He  does  not,  however,  have  any  idea  of  seeing 
dissipated  the  heritage  which  all  his  comrades  died  for,  and  for  which  every 
generation  of  Americans  has  fought;  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  or¬ 
ganization  in  America  today  that  is  doing  more  to  carry  out  our  great  peace 
measures  than  is  the  American  Legion.  Our  Pacifists  seem  to  have  a  sneak¬ 
ing  idea  that  everyone  who  has  worn  a  uniform  is  going  to  try  to  start  a 
new  war.  I  think  everyone  who  has  seen  service  knows  better  than  that. 
It  is  fitting  that  the  very  men  who  had  to  wear  the  uniform  in 
the  last  emergency,  without  proper  preparedness,  should  be  the  ones  to  foster 
proper  preparedness  in  times  of  peace.  We  must  leave  this  fighting  busi¬ 
ness  to  the  men  who  know.  We  saw  nothing  of  the  Pacifists  when  the  Na¬ 
tion  was  in  trouble  and  needed  them.  The  advice  of  the  Legion  is  going 
to  be  the  determining  factor  in  matters  of  National  protection,  not  only  for 
this  generation,  but  for  generations  to  come.  I  don’t  mean  to  repeat  that 
to  you.  You  know  it  as  well  as  I  do.  I  am  not  going  to  stand  up  here 
and  continue  to  emphasize  it. 

Now  I  am  going  to  tell  you  about  the  arithmetic  bug,  which  expresses 
what  we  are  all  likely  to  get  into.  Perhaps  you  have  heard  this  story  about 
a  colored  trooper,  who  during  inspection  kept  putting  his  hand  to  his  back. 
The  old  Colonel,  who  was  sitting  over  there  on  his  big  horse,  kept  watching 
this  man,  and  finally  got  down  off  his  horse  and  went  over  to  the  colored 
trooper  and  said,  “What  is  the  matter  with  you?”  He  replied,  “General, 
Boss,  Sir,  I  got  the  arithmetic  bug.”  And  the  Colonel  said,  “What  you 
talking  about,  the  arithmetic  bug?”  And  the  colored  trooper  said,  “Well, 
General,  it’s  like  this:  They  subtract  from  my  pleasure,  they  add  to  my 
misery  they  divide  my  attention,  and  they  multiply  like  hell.” 

I  have  just  one  thought  to  leave  with  you,  from  the  War  Department. 
You  probably  would  like  to  know,  most  of  you  know  it  already,  that  the 
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personnel  of  the  War  Department,  from  the  Secretary  down,  every  one  of 
them,  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion.  (Applause.)  You  will  find  if 
you  come  there  that  all  speak  your  same  language.  It  is  true  all  the  way 
through  the  activities  of  Washington.  You  will  find  it  in  every  Gov¬ 
ernment  Department,  that  they  will  know  what  you  are  talking  about,  that 
they  speak  your  language,  the  language  of  the  Service  man.  It  is  true,  as 
your  good  friend  Congressman  Bulwinkle  can  tell  you;  and  that  is  the 
growing  tendency  of  everyone  under  the  dome  of  the  Capitol.  Now,  just 
this  one  thought:  If  you  believe  that  we  should  maintain  our  Army  and 
Navy,  if  you  believe  we  should  have  a  National  Guard  and  Reserves,  in  line 
with  our  National  Defense,  then  the  American  Legion  should  be  heard.  You 
have  been  through  the  mill.  When  these  people  say  that  the  R.  O.  T.  C.  is 
demoralizing  our  schools  and  colleges,  when  they  say  we  are  making  blood¬ 
thirsty  militarists  out  of  our  C.  M.  T.  C.,  when  they  come  forward  with  these 
arguments,  it’s  up  to  the  American  Legion  to  agree  or  to  disagree,  and  to  tell 
the  Nation  what  is  the  real  status  of  these  things.  You  have  been  through 
the  mill.  You  and  you  alone  are  qualified  to  speak,  and  the  Nation  will  be 
glad  to  abide  by  your  decision,  whatever  it  is. 

All  good  luck  to  you  next  year,  and  may  all  your  activities  here  in  this 
Department,  in  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  like  the  “arithmetic  bugs,”  “multi¬ 
ply  like  hell.”  (Applause.) 

By  Commander  Stevens: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  we  will  now  continue  our  program.  At  this  time  we 
are  fortunate  in  having  a  lady  from  a  Department  where  the  Legion  has 
always  meant  a  great  deal,  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania.  That  is  not  only 
true  among  its  men,  but  among  its  women  also.  We  have  present  here  today 
a  member  of  that  Auxiliary,  who  has  journeyed  all  the  way  from  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  to  bring  greetings  from  that  Department;  and  it  is  my 
pleasure  to  present  at  this  time  Mrs.  James  H.  Kennedy,  Rehabilitation 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Kennedy: 

Mr.  Commander,  Men  of  the  Legion,  and  members  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary 
of  North  Carolina: 

I  bring  you  greetings  from  Pennsylvania,  the  Keystone  State,  the  home  of 
the  Sesquicentennial  City.  I  am  most  happy  to  present  to  North  Carolina 
the  love  and  the  best  wishes  of  her  sister  Yankee  State.  (Applause.)  We 
wish  you  well,  and  hope  that  we  will  see  many  of  you,  if  not  all  of  you,  in 
Philadelphia,  in  October.  We  are  working  very  hard  to  perfect  our  program, 
and  we  hope,  and  in  fact  we  know,  we  are  going  to  give  you  the  best 
National  Convention  you  have  ever  had.  (Applause.) 
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Commander  Stevens: 

Throughout  this  entire  year  the  Legion  of  the  Department  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  has  been  very  close  to  the  Legion  of  the  Department  of  South  Carolina, 
and  I  am  sure  the  same  cordial  relationship  has  existed  between  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  of  the  two  Departments;  and  today  it  is  a  great  pleasure 
for  us  to  have  with  us  the  representative  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
or  rather  its  Auxiliary.  I  now  present  to  this  Convention  Mrs.  J.  Lyles 
Glenn,  Jr.,  the  Department  President  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  Glenn: 

Mr.  Commander,  Miss  Lee,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Guests,  Men  of  the 
Legion,  and  Women  of  the  Auxiliary: 

The  Department  of  South  Carolina  feels  honored  that  you  have  asked  us  to 
represent  it  at  your  Convention.  We  look  upon  you  as  our  big  sister.  You 
have  grown  and  you  are  forging  to  the  front  in  a  material  way,  and  your 
progress  is  wonderful.  You  have  commanded  the  attention  of  the  Nation. 
But  I  am  representing  a  patriotic  women’s  organization,  and  am  not  here  to 
talk  of  wealth  and  progress,  but  rather  to  voice  in  the  fewest  words  the 
real  joy  and  inspiration  we  received  in  witnessing  and  contemplating  the 
magnificent  growth  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  in  our  big  sister  State. 
May  you  have  a  wonderful  Convention.  I  just  feel  so  happy  and  so  proud 
that  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  are  growing  in  numbers  and  in  service  in 
the  two  Carolinas.  I  know  that  our  only  rivalry  will  be  to  vie  with  each 
other  to  make  our  respective  Departments  worthy  of  the  name  “Carolina.” 
(Applause.) 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  E.  K.  Carter,  State  Commander  of  The 
Disabled  American  Veterans,  the  Commander  read  the  following 
telegram: 

Asheville,  N.  C.,  August  22,  1926 

Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr.,  State  Commander  American  Legion,  Hickory, 
North  Carolina. 

It  was  a  gratification  to  receive  your  invitation  to  attend  the  Department 
Convention  at  Hickory,  but  on  account  of  unforeseen  circumstances  I  find 
with  deep  regret  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  be  with  you.  Your  Organization 
occupies  a  highly  respected  position  with  the  Disabled  American  Veterans. 
The  endeavor  which  the  Legion  has  so  effectively  put  forth  to  help  solve  the 
problems  of  those  who  suffered  most  severely  by  reason  of  the  war  is  a 
source  of  great  encouragement  to  us.  The  Department  of  North  Carolina 
of  the  Disabled  American  Veterans  of  the  World  War  extends  the  greetings 
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of  brotherhood  to  our  comrades  in  Convention  assembled,  and  wishes  you 
much  success. 

DISABLED  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OF  THE  WORLD  WAR 

E.  K.  Carter,  State  Commander 

By  Commander  Stevens: 

We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  this  morning  distinguished  men  of 
the  American  Legion  from  this  and  other  States.  We  are  fortunate  today  in 
having  a  National  figure  in  the  Auxiliary,  and  we  are  also  fortunate  in  having 
another  prominent  Auxiliary  woman  to  introduce  her,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe, 
of  Lexington,  will  now  do  that. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe: 

Mr.  Commander,  Miss  Lee,  Distinguished  Guests,  Members  of  the  Auxiliary 
and  American  Legion: 

I  am  glad  to  give  you  further  proof  of  the  cordial  relationship  between 
North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina,  and  present  to  you  a  woman  who  is 
honored  by  our  National  Organization,  and  a  woman  who  stands  highest  in 
the  Southern  Division  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  North  Carolina 
is  glad  to  claim  her  as  a  friend,  and  as  a  friend  of  long  standing.  This 
cordial  relationship  was  early  established  by  our  President,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt, 
and  all  those  that  were  in  Fayetteville  last  year  will  be  glad  again  to 
welcome  her,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  her  for  another  visit.  Her  sister  State 
appreciates  her  great  executive  ability  in  the  private  ranks,  as  Department 
President  of  her  Native  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  as  National  Vice- 
President  of  the  Southern  Division.  As  a  lady  of  Charleston,  she  is 
entitled  to  all  those  distinctions  possessed  by  those  to  the  manor  bom.  With 
sympathy,  she  is  obedient  to  that  royal  command,  “Love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself,”  and  she  is  confident  of  the  fact  that  true  service  is  in  the  ministry 
to  the  sick  and  to  those  in  prison.  So,  I  present  to  you  a  most  democratic 
aristocrat,  and  an  aristocratic  democrat,  Mrs.  A.  F.  McKissick,  National 
Vice-President  of  the  Southern  Division  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 
(Applause.  All  stood  up.) 

Mrs.  McKissick: 

Mr.  Commander,  Miss  Lee,  Mrs.  Lowe,  Distinguished  Guests,  Men  of  the 
Legion  and  Women  of  the  Auxiliary: 

Last  year,  at  Fayetteville,  when  I  was  given  a  most  cordial  invitation  to 
come  to  the  meeting  at  Hickory,  I  did  not  know  that  I  was  to  try  and 
fill  the  place  of  your  own  beloved  Mrs.  Burt.  (Applause.)  I  have  done  the 
best  that  I  could  to  fill  her  place,  and  I  thank  you  for  your  loyalty.  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  this  year  every'  Department  in  the  Southern  Division  has 
made  a  gain  in  its  membership.  Every'  Department  in  the  Southern  Division 
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has  increased  its  membership  over  last  year’s  membership.  (Applause.)  And 
every  Department  has  in  every  way  exceeded  the  every  request  of  the 
National  Legion  and  of  the  Auxiliary.  We  are  proud  of  our  record.  But, 
though  we  are  proud  of  our  records  of  membership,  I  wish  to  ask  a  favor 
of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  McNider  spoke  of  the  Legion 
Cups.  Those  of  us  who  went  to  St.  Paul  two  years  ago  heard  from  early 
morning  until  two  o’clock  the  next  morning,  sometimes,  that  “we  have  won 
the  McNider  Cup,  we  have  won  the  D’Olier  Cup,  because  no  other  Depart- 
though  we  are  proud  of  our  records  of  membership,  I  wish  to  ask  a  favor 
ment  could  fill  them  up,”  and  the  Auxiliary  members  were  determined  that 
they  would  have  a  cup  of  their  own.  We  have  our  Past-President’s  Cup,  the 
Hobart  Cup.  This  year,  at  present,  Wyoming  is  leading  with  152  per  cent,  in¬ 
crease  in  membership.  Your  own  Department  of  North  Carolina  is  coming 
second,  with  150  per  cent,  of  membership  increase.  And  if  every  Post  of  the 
Legion  will  see  to  it  that  your  wives,  your  mothers,  your  daughters,  and  your 
sisters,  send  their  papers  before  September  7  to  your  Department  President  of 
the  Auxiliary,  North  Carolina  will  have  the  pleasure  of  bringing  home  that 
Hobart  Cup  to  this  State,  and  your  National  Vice-President  will  be  proud 
of  the  Southern  Division,  because  Florida  won  it  first.  But  I  do  hope  that 
you  will  bring  it,  help  the  Auxiliary  to  bring  it  home  to  North  Carolina. 

I  am  bringing  you  greetings  from  the  National  Organization.  We  are  sure 
you  will  continue  to  co-operate  with  us  in  everything  that  helps  the  work  of 
the  Legion.  We  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  our  title  is  that  of  “Auxiliary  to 
the  Legion.”  We  know  that  we  do  not  stand  alone,  but  that  we  are  part 
and  parcel  of  the  American  Legion.  We  are  those  who  stand  behind  you 
in  everything  that  you  try  to  do.  We  pledge  you  here  our  support  and  love; 
and,  as  your  “sweetheart”  sang  this  morning,  “Not  for  a  day  and  not  for  a 
year,  but  for  always.” 

There  is  no  need  to  speak  to  you  about  your  rehabilitation  work,  there  is 
no  need  to  speak  in  North  Carolina  about  the  wonderful  work  of  this 
Department,  for  you  of  the  Department  have  Oteen. 

I  have  just  returned  from  Washington,  and  it  will  be,  I  know,  a  pleasure 
to  the  Department  to  hear  that  the  American  College  of  Surgeons  has  just 
awarded  a  certificate  of  distinction  for  the  splendid  work  at  Oteen,  that 
certificate  having  been  signed  by  Dr.  Charles  Mayo,  of  Rochester,  Minn.  I 
know  you  are  proud,  since  yours  is  one  of  the  few  hospitals  that  has  won  this 
distinction.  But  I  cannot  speak  of  the  rehabilitation  work  without  urging 
you  to  be  more  loyal  in  your  co-operation  with  the  Child  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment  and  our  guardianship  work.  It  is  a  matter  that  has  come  very  close 
home  to  me  in  the  past  week.  If  you  will  pardon  me,  I  will  refer  to  the 
incident  that  has  hurt  most.  We  have  in  South  Carolina  a  man  who  is  a 
patient  in  a  Veterans’  Bureau  Hospital.  We  know  that  he  is  liable  to 
become  dangerous.  He  has  been  writing  very  threatening  letters,  and  the 
letters  have  become  more  and  more  abusive  within  the  last  few  weeks.  He 
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wrote  his  guardian  the  other  day  that  he  wanted  a  furlough,  that  there 
was  a  new  baby  in  his  home  whom  he  had  never  seen,  and  he  wanted  to 
come  home.  Without  any  consultation,  and  without  conferring  with  the 
chairman  of  guardianship  of  the  Post,  without  looking  into  any  of  the 
circumstances  that  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  have  this  guardian,  the 
guardian  applied  for  a  thirty-day  furlough  for  his  ward,  and  the  man  came 
home.  Within  twenty-four  hours  one  of  the  women  whom  he  had  threatened 
had  been  forced  to  leave  town  to  avoid  trouble,  and  the  other  one  will 
return  home  with  a  little  quiver  in  her  heart  as  to  what  perhaps  unpleasant 
experience  she  may  meet,  because  an  absolutely  irresponsible  man  has  been 
turned  loose  on  the  community  by  a  guardian  who  thought  his  duty  was 
simply  to  administer  his  money,  and  that  ended  his  guardianship. 

We  have  another  case  that  lies  between  our  two  Departments.  I  spoke  to 
you  last  year  about  the  imaginary  line  that  divides  us.  This  is  a  lad  of 
seven  years  of  age.  His  grandfather  had  collected  $3,000  of  the  $20,000 
insurance,  and  there  is  not  a  penny  to  show  for  it.  The  guardian  was 
appointed  and  gave  bond,  and  the  money  is  now  being  paid  to  the  guardian. 
The  guardian  made  arrangements  with  the  grandfather  for  the  care  of  the 
little  boy  and  told  him  that  no  money  would  be  paid  him  unless  he  had 
given  the  child  care  equivalent  to  that  $3,000.  We  asked  the  guardian, 
“Are  you  sure  the  child  is  being  taken  care  of?  Where  does  he  live?”  He 
said,  “They  live  in  the  mountains  just  a  half-mile  from  the  North  Carolina 
line.  The  child  goes  to  school  over  in  North  Carolina,  but  I  have  never 
seen  him.”  He  was  asked  the  question,  “But  whose  duty  is  it  to  see  that 
the  child  is  being  well  taken  care  of?”  And  the  guardian  said,  “Well,  I  am 
sure  I  don’t  know;  I  didn’t  suppose  that  was  up  to  me.”  But  it  is  up  to 
the  Post,  and  it  is  up  to  the  Auxiliary  Unit  to  see  that  the  dependent  children 
of  those  who  have  gone  are  taken  care  of ;  and  that  they  are  being  properly 
taken  care  of ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  an  empty  request  to  ask  of  you  to 
pay  a  little  more  attention  to  the  guardians  who  are  appointed  to  take  care 
of  those  unfortunates  and  our  own  children. 

There  is  just  one  more  thing  I  would  like  to  say  to  you.  It  has  not  been 
long  ago,  within  the  last  three  weeks,  a  beautiful  hospital,  given  as  a  memo¬ 
rial  to  sons  who  were  left  in  France,  has  been  opened  and  dedicated,  at 
Rockland,  Vt.  When  a  woman  going  through,  looking  at  these  wrecks  of 
humanity  in  their  wheel  chairs  or  in  their  beds  on  the  veranda  said,  “Do 
you  think  it  was  worth  while?”  One  of  our  Past-National  Presidents  went 
on  and  stood  by  the  side  of  the  bed  of  a  man  who  had  given  up  a  brilliant 
future  to  serve  with  you  in  France.  He  knew  that  death  was  only  a  few 
days  away.  He  had  fought  a  fight  for  seven  years.  She  said  to  him,  “Oh, 
Mr.  So-and-So,  was  it  worth  while?”  And  he  turned  and  looked  at  her,  and 
said,  “You  tell  the  Boys,  and  you  tell  America  that,  what  does  it  matter 
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if  we  lost  our  lives,  if  America  did  not  lose  her  soul?  What  does  it  matter  if 
we  die  if,  when  America  was  weighed  in  the  scales,  she  was  not  found  want¬ 
ing?  Tell  that  to  America.”  You  men  of  the  American  Legion,  and  women  of 
its  Auxiliary,  you  stand  for  the  greatest  force  for  good  in  America.  You 
cannot  read  the  Preamble  to  your  Constitution,  that  most  beautiful  creed 
of  what  we  stand  for,  without  knowing  that  unless  we  uphold  its  principles 
we  are  playing  false  to  those  who  have  given  their  lives.  We  are  to  do  our 
part  in  our  State  and  in  our  Nation  and  in  our  comm  unities.  We  are  to  pass 
to  posterity  our  heritage,  and  I  pray  to  God  that  our  American  Legion,  not 
only  of  North  Carolina,  not  only  of  the  Southern  Division,  but  our  National 
American  Legion,  will  never  be  found  wanting,  when  we  are  weighed  in  the 
scales.  (Applause.) 

By  Commander  Stevens: 

If  I  were  called  upon  to  tell  you  the  Department  in  the  whole  National 
Organization  which  I  consider  most  generally  liked,  and  functioning  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  days  in  the  year,  in  all  candor  and  fairness  I  would 
name  the  Department  of  Florida.  W7e  have  on  our  program  as  our  next 
speaker  a  man  from  Florida,  and  the  very  fact  that  he  belongs  to  the 
American  Legion  in  Florida  signifies  that  he  is  an  active  and  interesting 
person.  But,  in  addition  to  that,  this  man  comes  to  bring  greetings  from  the 
National  Organization  of  the  “40  and  8,”  that  group  of  individuals  whom 
we  are  pleased  to  designate  as  the  “shock  troops”  of  the  American  Legion, 
and  it’s  my  privilege  at  this  time  to  present  Sous  Chef  de  Chemin  de  Fer 
Mills,  of  the  Department  of  Florida.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Mills: 

Mr.  Commander,  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary,  Legionnaires:  Your  Department 
Commander  has  taken  the  breath  out  of  me.  I  don’t  know  just  exactly 
howr  to  reply  to  him.  But  I  do  want  to  say  that  a  few  of  us  in  Florida 
have  the  Legion  at  heart,  and  we  work  for  it;  and  it’s  a  real  pleasure  to 
work  for  such  an  unselfish  organization  as  the  Legion.  But.  friends,  I  am 
certainly  glad  to  be  here  with  you,  and  I  bring  you  the  greetings  and  the 
good  wishes  of  the  National  Organization  for  a  successful  Convention. 

In  looking  over  your  good  faces,  I  can  tell  you  right  now  you  are  going 
to  have  a  big  Convention.  I  was  just  telling  your  good  friend.  Doctor  Mann, 
that  I  believe  you  outnumber  already  the  attendance  of  the  last  two  Con¬ 
ventions.  Your  attendance  is  wonderful,  and  best  of  all  you  are  a  fine 
bunch  of  people. 

To  follow  up  Mrs.  McKissick.  I  just  want  to  say  to  you,  and  to  tell  Mrs. 
McKissick,  that  the  Department  of  Florida  will  win  that  Hobart  Trophy. 
Did  you  ever  hear  of  an  American  Legion  Department  putting  on  a  drive 
for  the  Auxiliary?  We  are  doing  it  down  in  Florida.  (Applause.)  Our 
Department  Adjutant  has  told  the  Legion  Posts  and  the  40-8  to  get  five 
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thousand  Auxiliary  members,  and  help  the  Auxiliary  win  that  Trophy,  or 
quit  talking;  and  they  are  going  to  get  that  membership.  But  to  show  you 
that  my  heart  is  in  the  right  place,  I  am  going  to  try  to  help  you  in  the 
North  Carolina  Department  right  now.  (Applause.)  All  you  men  in  this 
room,  whose  ladies  are  not  members  of  the  Auxiliary,  please  hold  up  your 
hands.  Come  on,  Boys,  put  them  up;  don’t  be  ashamed;  come  on  up  with, 
them.  I  know  there  are  more  than  that.  Now  you  ladies  go  after  these 
men,  and  get  their  women  into  your  Auxiliary;  for  if  they  are  not  in  they 
should  be,  and  the  quicker  they  get  in  the  better. 

I  am  not  going  into  the  Legion  principles.  You  know  as  much  about  the 
Legion  as  I  do.  To  follow  a  man  like  Hanford  McNider  makes  me  think  of 
the  story  about  “status  quo.”  I  don’t  know  whether  you  have  heard  it  or 
not,  but  a  colored  preacher  was  telling  his  congregation  about  “status  quo.” 
Every  little  while  he  would  say  something  about  “status  quo,”  until  finally 
one  of  the  congregation  said,  “Look  here,  Parson;  what  do  you  mean  by 
this  ‘status  quo’?”  The  Parson  said,  “Don’t  you  know  what  ‘status  quo’ 
means,  nigger?”  And  he  said,  “No.”  “Well,”  he  said,  “‘Status  quo’  means 
you  are  in  a  hell  of  a  fix.”  (Laughter.)  But  the  point  you  want  to  bring  to 
your  Legionnaires  is  that  it  is  a  great  privilege  to  be  a  member  of  the 
American  Legion.  You  men  realize  it,  but  I  think  you  ought  to  carry  it 
through.  The  American  Legion  holds  a  unique  position  in  the  Nation  today. 
It  doesn’t  make  any  difference  who  the  man  is,  or  how  much  wealth  he  may 
possess,  or  what  position  he  may  hold  in  the  community,  if  he  didn’t  serve 
during  the  period  of  April  6,  1917,  and  November  11,  1918,  all  his  money 
and  position  can’t  buy  for  him  the  privilege  you  have.  We  are  not  going 
to  last  forever.  When  we  are  gone,  that  is  the  end  of  it,  with  the  possible 
exception  that  some  organization  may  be  carried  on  by  our  sons,  and  no 
doubt  the  Auxiliary  will  carry  on  after  we  have  ceased.  But  every  man  who 
served  during  that  period  should  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  of  being  a 
Legionnaire.  It  is  the  only  organization  in  our  history  that  has  not  asked  for 
anything  for  itself.  You  can’t  point  out  a  single  activity  of  the  American 
Legion  where  it  has  asked  for  anything  for  the  membership.  All  that  it  has 
asked  for  is  that  justice  be  done  to  the  disabled  man,  the  man  who  came 
back  broken  in  health,  and  for  him  is  our  constant  battle  waged.  I  venture 
to  say  that  if  someone  would  go  to  you,  a  Legionnaire,  and  ask  quickly  what 
the  Legion  is  for,  for  a  minute  you  might  be  in  a  daze;  you  wouldn’t  know 
exactly  what  to  say,  but  back  in  your  heart  you  have  that  feeling  that  your 
membership  helps  out  the  poor  fellow  that  came  back  shot  to  pieces,  broken 
in  health,  and  you  help  his  family.  Therefore,  I  say  to  you,  it  is  a  privilege, 
it’s  a  sacred  privilege,  and  you  men  should  be  proud  of  that  privilege,  and 
you  should  make  known  all  over  the  United  States  what  your  principles  are, 
and  what  you  stand  for — which  brings  me  to  a  story  of  a  negro  in  France. 

His  Captain  was  very  proud  of  his  Company,  and  had  received  orders  that 
it  was  to  advance.  Before  they  moved  on,  the  Major  came  around  and 
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interviewed  the  battalion,  and  as  the  reviewing  party  stopped  in  front  of  a 
big  burly  fellow  the  Captain  said,  “Black  Boy,  when  you  get  to  the  front, 
and  you  come  upon  a  group  of  Germans  with  bayonets  fixed,  tell  the  Major 
what  you  will  do.”  Black  Boy  said,  .“You  want  to  know  what  I  would 
do — I  sure  would  spread  the  news  all  over  France.”  (Laughs.)  Don’t  spread 
the  news,  the  gospel  of  the  Legion  in  a  scared  way,  but  be  proud  of  it.  This 
same  old  “nigger”  when  he  was  given  leave  in  Paris,  went  to  a  little  store 
and  called  for  refreshments.  His  bill  came  to  about  two  and  a  half  francs, 
and  he  handed  the  French  woman  a  five  franc  note,  and  said,  “Woman, 
give  me  my  change.”  And  she  said,  “No  compre.”  He  said,  “What  is  that? 
Give  me  my  change,  woman.”  And  she  said,  “No  compre.”  He  said,  “I 
don’t  give  a  damn  you  ‘no  compre,’  give  me  my  change.”  He  couldn’t  make 
her  understand  he  wanted  his  change,  and  there  came  another  Buddy  along 
to  whom  he  said,  “Say,  Big  Boy,  do  you  speak  the  French?”  The  reply 
was,  “French  is  my  name.  What  is  your  trouble,  Old  Boy?”  He  said, 
“Tell  this  French  woman  to  give  me  my  change.”  The  friend  said,  “You 
watch  me,”  and  addressed  the  French  woman,  “Parley-vous  Francais?”  She 
replied,  “Oui,  oui,”  to  which  the  friend  replied,  “Then  why  in  the  hell  don’t 
you  give  the  boy  his  change?”  (Laughs.) 

Friends,  I  am  very  glad  to  be  here  with  you,  and  I  know  you  are  going 
to  have  a  good  Convention;  and  if  there  is  anything  I  can  do  for  you  while  I 
am  here,  call  on  me.  (Applause.) 

The  Fort  Bragg  Band  played  a  selection  while  the  Auxiliary 
members  retired  from  the  hall. 


AFTERNOON 

At  one  o’clock,  Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary  members  met  at 
Hotel  Hickory,  for  a  drive  to  Blowing  Rock,  where,  at  Green  Hill, 
Yonahlossee  Trail,  through  the  courtesy  of  citizens  of  Hickory, 
Newton,  and  Lenoir,  a  barbecue  dinner  was  served.  Here  Miss 
Bonnie  Murray,  “Sweetheart  of  the  Thirtieth  Division,”  rendered 
a  program  of  songs  and  dances  in  costume. 


EVENING  SESSION 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  eight-thirty  Monday  evening, 
the  President  calling  the  meeting  to  order. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Shuford  sang  “Moonlight  and  Roses,”  and  “The 
Rosary.” 
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The  Secretary  read  the  following  telegraphic  greetings: 

Rocky  Mount,  N.  C'.,  August  23,  1926 

Miss  Annie  Lee 

President  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Hickory,  N.  C. 

Returned  today  from  New  York.  Find  it  impossible  to  attend  convention. 
My  love  to  every  one.  MRSv  F.  S.  SPRUILL 

Tarboro,  N.  C.,  August  21,  1926 

Miss  Annie  Lee 
Hickory,  N.  C. 

Sorry  not  with  you.  Greetings  and  best  wishes  for  happy  convention. 

MRS.  HAYWOOD  FOXHALL 

Bryson,  N.  C.,  August  23,  1926 

Miss  Annie  Lee 

Legion  Auxiliary,  Hickory,  N.  C. 

Greetings.  Am  sending  you  money  for  Caro  Freeman  unit  dues. 

MRS.  FRANK  E.  FRY 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Chairman  of  the  Constitution  Committee, 
read  her  report,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  CONSTITUTION  COMMITTEE 

The  Committee  met  in  Winston-Salem,  and  labored  over  revising  our 
Constitution.  The  Chairman  of  the  National  Committee  writes  me  that  there 
is  every  likelihood  that  there  will  be  many  changes  made  in  the  National 
Constitution,  and  those  changes  would,  of  course,  automatically  affect  the 
Department  Constitution.  So,  if  there  is  anything  in  this  that  does  not 
coincide  with  the  revised  National  Constitution,  it  will  be  changed  after  the 
National  Convention.  I  will  read  our  present  Constitution  and  the  Consti¬ 
tution  as  proposed.  I  wish  I  had  time  to  dwell  on  the  Preamble,  because 
of  the  beauty.  I  hope  some  time  to  have  time  to  talk  on  the  Preamble.  You 
will  take  action  on  the  proposed  Constitution  at  a  later  session. 
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To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America; 
to  maintain  law  and  order;  to  foster  and  perpetuate  one  hundred  per  cent. 
Americanism ;  to  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents  of  our  Association 
during  the  Great  War;  to  inculcate  a  sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the 
Community,  State,  and  Nation;  to  combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the  classes 
and  the  masses;  to  make  right  the  master  of  might;  to  promote  peace  and 
good-will  on  earth ;  to  safeguard  and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of 
justice,  freedom,  and  democracy;  to  participate  in  and  to  contribute  to  the 
aims  and  purposes  of  the  American  Legion;  to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our 
Association  by  our  devotion  to  mutual  helpfulness. 

ARTICLE  I 
Name 

Section  1.  The  name  of  this  Organization  shall  be  The  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

.ARTICLE  n 
Nature 

Section  1.  This  organization  shall  be  absolutely  non-political  and  non- 
sectarian.  and  shall  not  be  used  for  the  dissemination  of  partisan  principles, 
or  for  the  promotion  of  the  candidacy  of  any  person  seeking  public  office 
or  preferment.  No  candidate  for  or  incumbent  of  a  salaried  elective  public 
office  shall  hold  any  office  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  or  in  any  Unit  thereof. 

ARTICLE  HI 
Eligibility 

Section  1.  Membership  in  the  Auxiliary  shall  be  limited  to  mothers,  wives, 
daughters,  and  sisters  of  members  of  the  American  Legion,  and  to  the  moth¬ 
ers.  wives,  daughters,  and  sisters  of  all  men  and  women  who  were  in  the 
military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States  between  April  6.  1917,  and 
November  11,  1918,  and  died  in  the  line  of  duty  or  after  honorable  dis¬ 
charge. 

Sec.  2.  All  women  Legionnaires  be  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary  on  their  own  discharge. 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  no  form  or  class  of  membership  except  an  active 
membership  as  hereinabove  provided. 

Note — The  words  “Class  of  Membership’’  are  understood  as  equivalent  to 
“kind”  or  “variety”  of  membership,  and  the  effect  of  the  foregoing  clause  is 
specifically  to  prohibit  the  conferring  of  “Honorary  Membership  in  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary’”  upon  any  person  not  falling  within  the  eligibility 
provisions  of  the  above  article.  The  per  capita  tax  shall  apply  equally  to  all 
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members.  There  shall  be  no  exemption  from  the  per  capita  tax,  nor  shall 
there  be  any  form  of  membership  known  as  “Life”  or  “Contributing”  mem¬ 
bers.  This  interpretation  to  be  in  effect  in  accordance  with  Article  14, 
Section  1,  of  our  National  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  IV 
Powers 

Section  1.  The  administrative  and  executive  powers  shall  be  vested  in  the 
Department  Executive  Committee,  which  shall  be  composed  of  one  Executive 
Committeewoman  from  each  Congressional  District,  and  the  Department 
Officers.  The  Department  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  and 
authority  in  case  of  an  emergency  to  call  a  Department  Convention,  provided 
that  notice  of  at  least  thirty  days  prior  thereto  shall  be  given  to  all  Units 
thereof,  and  the  reason  stated  for  calling  the  said  Convention.  Place  of 
meeting  upon  such  occasion  shall  be  designated  by  the  Department  Executive 
Committee.  The  Department  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  sub-committees  to  act  on  matters  delegated  to  it.  The  Department 
Executive  Committee  shall  meet  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  each  Department  Convention,  and  thereafter  at  the  call  of  the 
Department  President.  Seven  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  the 
Department  Executive  Committee. 

ARTICLE  V 
Officers 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  this  Department  shall  be  a  President,  Vice- 
President,  Second  Vice-President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Historian,  Chaplain, 
National  Committeewoman  and  Alternate  National  Committeewoman. 

Sec.  2.  The  Department  President  shall  have  power  to  appoint  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Secretary  and  Treasurer  and  any  other  such  assistants  as  may  be 
necessary;  said  appointments  to  be  confirmed  by  the  Department  Executive 
Committee,  subject  to  recall. 

Sec.  3.  These  officers  shall  have  powers  and  duties  usually  appertaining 
to  the  office  under  parliamentary  law  and  usages,  or  as  they  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  4.  Officers  may  be  elected  at  the  annual  convention,  and  shall  hold 
office  until  their  successors  are  duly  elected  and  qualified.  Officers  may  be 
elected  for  a  second  term. 

Sec.  5.  Vacancies  of  office  occurring  between  annual  conventions  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 
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ARTICLE  VI 
Elections 

Section  1.  Previous  to  the  session  for  the  election  of  officers,  there  shall 
be  a  Nominating  Committee  of  five  elected.  Nominations  for  this  Committee 
shall  be  from  the  floor,  and  five  of  those  nominated  shall  be  selected  for  this 
Committee.  Election  of  officers  shall  follow  the  report  of  the  Nominating 
Committee.  All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot. 

ARTICLE  VII 

Bonding  Officials 

Section  1.  All  officers  of  this  Department  or  any  Unit  thereof  holding 
funds  of  the  Organization  shall  be  required  to  give  bond. 

ARTICLE  VIII 

Organization 

Section  1.  The  Department  shall  be  divided  into  Districts  coinciding  with 
the  Congressional  Districts. 

Sec.  2.  At  each  annual  Department  Convention,  the  duly  elected  and 
accredited  delegates  from  each  District  attending  said  Convention  shall  hold 
a  meeting  and  elect  one  person  from  their  respective  Districts,  which  person 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee.  The  office  shall 
be  termed  “The  District  Executive  Committeewoman.”  The  person  so  elected 
shall  hold  office  until  her  successor  is  duly  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  no  other  District  or  Unit  officers  except  as  herein 
previded. 

ARTICLE  IX 

Unit  Organization 

Section  1.  The  smallest  administrative  unit  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  of  this  Department  shall  be  termed  “The  Unit,”  which  shall  have 
a  minimum  membership  of  ten  paid-up  members.  No  Unit  shall  be  received 
into  this  organization  until  it  has  received  a  charter.  A  Unit  desiring  a 
charter  shall  apply  to  Department  Headquarters,  and  the  charter  will  be 
issued  by  the  National  President  and  National  Secretary  whenever  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Department  President  or  Department  Executive  Committee. 
All  Unit  charters  shall  be  countersigned  by  the  Department  President  and 
Department  Secretary. 

Sec.  2.  The  officers  of  the  Unit  shall  be  a  President,  one  or  more  Vice- 
Presidents,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Chaplain,  and  Historian,  with  such  other 
officers  and  committees  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  authorized. 
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Sec.  3.  All  officers  of  the  Unit  may  be  elected  for  as  many  times  as  the 
Unit  so  desires. 

Sec.  4.  All  Units  shall  adopt  the  Constitution  conforming  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  and  National  Constitution  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Sec.  5.  Unit  shall  be  given  name  and  number  of  Post  to  which  it  is 
attached. 

ARTICLE  X 
Convention 

Section  1.  The  legislative  body  of  this  Department  shall  be  a  Department 
Convention,  to  be  held  each  year.  The  place  and  time  of  this  Convention 
shall  be  the  same  as  the  place  and  time  of  the  Convention  of  the  American 
Legion. 

Sec.  2.  Each  Unit  shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  and  one  alternate  for 
the  first  ten  members,  and  two  additional  delegates  and  two  additional 
alternates  for  each  fifty  members  or  major  fraction  thereof,  provided  that,  in 
the  event  any  Unit  shall  have  a  fraction  thereof,  such  Unit  is  entitled  to  at 
least  one  delegate,  whose  current  Department  and  National  dues  have  been 
paid  and  received  by  the  Department  Treasurer  fifteen  days  prior  to  the 
holding  of  the  Department  Convention.  Each  Unit  shall  have  as  many  votes 
as  it  is  entitled  to  delegates. 

Sec.  3.  A  quorum  of  the  Department  Convention  shall  consist  of  the  duly 
elected  delegates  and  alternates  of  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  Units  of 
the  Department. 

Sec.  4.  The  members  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee  shall  be 
delegates-at-large  to  the  annual  Department  Convention,  with  vote. 

ARTICLE  XI 
Transfers 

Section  1.  Transfers  of  membership  from  one  Unit  to  another  in  this 
Department  shall  be  upon  application  of  the  member  to  and  the  acceptance 
by  the  other  Unit.  No  dues  shall  be  transferred,  and  a  member  transferring 
shall  be  entitled  to  voting  membership  in  the  Unit  to  which  she  transfers  until 
the  expiration  of  her  paid-up  dues. 

ARTICLE  XII 
Dues 

Section  1.  The  revenue  of  this  Department  shall  be  derived  from  the 
annual  dues  of  members,  and  by  such  other  means  as  may  be  determined 
by  the  Department  Executive  Committee.  The  Local  Unit  shall  charge  its 
members  for  membership  by  the  calendar  year,  dating  from  January  1  to 
December  31  each  year;  and  it  shall  remit  to  the  Department  Secretary 
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for  each  member  the  sum  of  the  Department  and  National  dues,  the 
amount  of  the  Department  dues  being  fifty  cents  (50c.)  per  member  per 
annum,  and  the  amount  of  the  National  dues  being  twenty-five  cents  (25c.) 
per  member  per  annum.  Each  annual  Department  Convention  shall  deter¬ 
mine  the  amount  of  the  Department  dues  for  each  succeeding  fiscal  year. 

Sec.  2.  Any  Unit  in  this  Department  shall,  after  notification,  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  drop  from  membership  roll  the  name  of  any  member 
not  paying  the  annual  dues,  after  the  expiration  of  ninety  days  from  the  date 
same  came  due  and  payable. 

Sec.  3.  Each  Unit  shall  be  required  to  make  a  complete  report  to  the 
Department  Headquarters  at  the  end  of  each  month,  and  shall  remit  with 
each  report,  all  Department  and  National  dues  collected  and  unreported. 

ARTICLE  XIII 
National  Convention  Delegates 

Section  1.  Department  delegates  to  the  National  Convention  shall  be 
elected  by  the  Department  Convention.  Each  Department  shall  be  entitled 
to  five  delegates,  and  one  additional  delegate  for  each  one  thousand  mem¬ 
bers  or  major  fraction  thereof,  whose  current  dues  have  been  received  by 
the  National  Treasurer  thirty  days  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  said  Conven¬ 
tion  ;  and  to  one  alternate  for  each  delegate. 

Sec.  2.  Each  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.  The  vote  of  any 
delegate  absent  and  not  represented  by  alternate  will  be  cast  by  the  majority 
of  the  delegates  present  from  her  Department.  Alternates  shall  have  all  the 
privileges  of  delegates  except  that  of  voting. 

Sec.  3.  One  National  Executive  Committeewoman  and  one  alternate  shall 
be  elected  at  the  Department  Convention,  to  serve  on  the  National  Executive 
Committee,  which  is  the  legislative  body  functioning  between  conventions. 

Sec.  4.  The  Department  Delegates  to  the  National  Convention  shall 
consist  of  the  Department  President  and  the  National  Committeewoman,  and 
such  other  delegates  as  prescribed  by  the  National  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  XIV 
Fiscal  Year 

Section  1.  The  fiscal  year  of  this  Department  shall  be  from  January  1  to 
December  31  of  each  year. 

ARTICLE  XV 

Dues 

Section  1.  The  rules  of  procedure  of  a  Department  Convention  shall  be 
those  set  forth  in  Robert’s  Revised  Rules  of  Order. 
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ARTICLE  XVI 
Amendments 

Section  1.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  3  Department  Conven¬ 
tion  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  total  authorized  representation  thereat, 
and  become  operative  upon  adoption ;  providing  such  amendments  do  not 
conflict  with  the  National  Constitution. 

Sec.  2.  This  Constitution  shall  be  automatically  amended  to  conform  to 
any  amendments  adopted  by  the  National  Constitution. 


BY-LAWS  OF  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

DUTIES  AND  POWERS  OF  OFFICERS 

President 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  meetings 
of  the  Department  in  Convention  assembled,  and  the  Department  Executive 
Committee;  to  enforce  strict  observance  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws; 
to  appoint  members  of  constituted  committees,  and  create  such  other  com¬ 
mittees  as  she  deems  advisable;  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  customs 
and  parliamentary  usage  require;  and  to  appoint  all  officers  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Vice-Presidents 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Presidents  in  their  order  to  act  for 
the  President,  in  her  absence  or  disability. 

Secretary 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  record  the  proceedings  of 
the  Department  in  Convention  assembled,  and  of  the  Department  Executive 
Committee  meetings;  and  to  keep  all  books  required  to  successfully  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  office. 

Treasurer 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive  all  moneys 
belonging  to  the  Department,  and  to  account  for  same.  The  Treasurer  shall 
pay  all  orders,  signed  by  the  President.  Her  accounts  shall  be  audited 
by  a  Public  Accountant,  said  audit  to  be  completed  one  week  before  the 
Convention. 

Historian 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Historian  to  prepare  for  posterity  the 
records  of  the  organization,  and  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Convention. 
She  shall  issue  questionnaires. 
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Chaplain 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chaplain  to  offer  prayer  at  the  opening 
of  each  day’s  business,  and  such  other  duties  as  the  President  may  direct. 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  preserve  order 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Department  Conventions,  and  such  other  duties  as 
prescribed  by  the  President. 


COMMITTEES 

✓ 

Department  Executive  Committee 

Section  1.  The  Department  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of: 
Officers,  District  Committeewomen,  and  Past  Department  Presidents. 

Sec.  2.  A  committee  on  Credentials  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President 
at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  Convention,  consisting  of  five  members  chosen 
from  the  Department,  and  the  Secretary  shall  furnish  them  with  a  certified 
copy  of  the  list  of  such  delegates  entitled  to  attend  the  Convention,  and 
such  committee  shall  prepare  a  report  to  be  given  at  the  time  specified  in 
the  Order  of  Business. 

Sec.  3.  A  Committee  of  Resolutions  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President 
not  less  than  fifteen  days  prior  to  the  Convention,  consisting  of  five  members 
chosen  from  elected  delegates,  and  the  resolutions  shall  be  presented  to  said 
Committee  for  its  consideration.  No  resolutions  presented  by  an  individual 
member  shall  be  considered  by  said  Committee,  unless  approved  by  the  Unit 
of  which  she  is  a  member. 

District  Executive  Committeewomen 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  District  Executive  Committeewoman 
Department  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  delegates  present. 

AMENDMENTS 

These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  Convention  of  this 
Department  by  a  twot-hirds  vote  of  delegates  present. 

MRS.  J.  L.  GRAHAM. 

MRS.  DORIAN  BLAIR. 

T  MRS.  R.  C.  CANTWELL,  JR. 

MRS.  A.  L.  FLETCHER. 
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PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION  OF 
AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
Department  of  North  Carolina 


PREAMBLE 

For  God  and  Country,  we  associate  ourselves  together  for  the  following 
purposes: 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America; 
to  maintain  law  and  order;  to  foster  and  perpetuate  one  hundred  per  cent. 
Americanism;  to  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents  of  our  association 
during  the  Great  War;  to  inculcate  a  sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the 
Community,  State,  and  Nation;  to  combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the  classes 
and  the  masses;  to  make  right  the  master  of  might;  to  promote  peace  and 
good-will  on  earth;  to  safeguard  and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of 
justice,  freedom,  and  democracy;  to  participate  in  and  to  contribute  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  American  Legion;  to  con¬ 
secrate  and  sanctify  our  Association  by  our  devotion  to  mutual  helpfulness. 

ARTICLE  I 

Name 

Section  1.  The  name  of  this  Organization  shall  be  The  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

ARTICLE  II 

Object 

Section  1.  The  object  of  this  Organization  is  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
in  the  Preamble. 

ARTICLE  III 

Nature 

Section  1.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  shall  be  absolutely  non-political  and  non-sectarian,  and  shall  not  be 
used  for  the  dissemination  of  partisan  principles. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Eligibility 

Section  1.  Membership  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  limited  to  mothers,  wives,  sisters,  and  daughters 
of  members  of  the  American  Legion,  and  to  the  mothers,  wives,  sisters,  and 
daughters  of  all  men  and  women  who  were  in  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  between  April  6,  1917,  and  November  11,  1918,  and 
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died  in  line  of  duty  or  after  honorable  discharge;  and  to  those  women  who 
of  their  own  right  are  eligible  to  membership  in  the  American  Legion. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  no  class  of  membership  except  an  active  mem¬ 
bership. 

Sec.  3.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  at  any  one  time  of  more  than  one 
Unit. 

ARTICLE  V 
Department  Organization 

Section  1.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  shall  be  composed  of  Districts  coinciding  with  the  Congressional  Dis¬ 
tricts  within  the  State  of  No-rth  Carolina,  and  the  Districts  in  turn  shall  be 
composed  of  the  duly  constituted  Auxiliary  Units  to  the  Posts  of  the 
American  Legion  within  the  said  Districts. 

ARTICLE  VI 
Department  Convention 

Section  1.  The  legislative  body  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  the  Department  Convention  which 
shall  be  held  annually  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  Convention  of  the 
American  Legion. 

Sec.  2.  Representation  in  the  Department  Convention  shall  be  by  Units. 
Each  Unit  shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  and  one  alternate  for  the  first 
ten  members,  and  two  additional  delegates  and  two  additional  alternates 
for  each  fifty  members  or  major  fraction  thereof,  whose  current  Department 
and  National  dues  have  been  paid  and  received  by  the  Department  Treasur¬ 
er  fifteen  days  prior  to  the  date  of  meeting  of  the  Department  Convention. 

Sec.  3.  Each  Unit  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.  The  vote  of 
any  delegate  absent  and  not  represented  by  an  alternate  shall  be  cast  by 
the  majority  of  the  delegates  from  her  Unit. 

Sec.  4.  Each  member  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee  shall  be 
a  delegate-at-large  to  the  Annual  Department  Convention,  with  vote;  the 
same  to  be  exercised  with  the  Unit  to  which  she  belongs. 

Sec.  S.  Representation  of  a  majority  of  the  Units  shall  constitute  a  quo¬ 
rum  for  the  holding  of  a  Department  Convention. 

ARTICLE  VII 
Department  Officers 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  shall  be  a  President,  Vice-President,  Second  Vice-President, 
Secretary,  Treasurer,  Historian,  Chaplain,  a  National  Executive  Com- 
mitteewoman,  and  an  Alternate  National  Executive  Committeewoman. 

Sec.  2.  All  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
shall  be  elected  on  the  last  day  of  the  Annual  Department  Convention,  and 
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shall  serve  until  their  successors  are  duly  elected  and  qualified,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  National  Committeewoman,  whose  term  of  office  is  determined 
by  the  National  Constitution.  No  one  shall  be  eligible  to  be  elected  National 
Executive  Committeewoman  or  Alternate  National  Executive  Committee- 
woman,  who  has  not  first  served  as  a  Department  Officer.  No  officer  shall 
be  eligible  for  the  same  office  for  more  than  two  years  consecutively. 

Sec.  3.  The  Department  President  shall  have  power  to  appoint  the  De¬ 
partment  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  other  such  assistants  as  may  be 
necessary ;  said  appointments  to  be  confirmed  by  the  Department  Executive 
Committee. 

Sec.  4.  Each  officer  of  the  Department  shall  have  all  authority  for  the 
execution  of  all  duties  pertaining  to  her  office,  subject  to  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  5.  Vacancies  of  office  occurring  between  Annual  Conventions  shall 
be  filled  by  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

ARTICLE  VIII 

Elections 
Department  Officers 

Section  1.  Previous  to  the  session  for  the  election  of  officers,  there  shall 
be  a  Nominating  Committee  of  five  elected.  Nominations  for  this  Com¬ 
mittee  shall  be  from  the  floor,  and  shall  include  not  more  than  one  member 
from  each  District  represented.  The  five  receiving  the  greatest  number  o_f 
votes  shall  be  the  Nominating  Committee.  The  member  receiving  the  high¬ 
est  vote  shall  become  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  Each  District  Committeewoman  may  present  in  writing  her 
District’s  choice  of  candidates  for  Department  Officers  to  the  Chairman  of 
Nominating  Committee,  Nominations  may  also  be  made  from  the  floor, 
said  Chairman  at  the  Committee  meeting.  Following  the  report  of  the 
Nominating  Committee,  Nominations  may  also  be  made  from  the  floor. 
No  candidate’s  name  shall  be  presented  from  the  floor  or  by  the  Nominating 
Committee  unless  it  is  known  that  she  will  serve  if  elected.  All  elections 
shall  be  by  written  ballot,  unless  there  is  but  one  candidate  for  the  office, 
in  which  case  the  ballot  may  be  dispensed  with  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

National  Convention  Delegates 

Section  3.  The  Department  Delegates  to  the  National  Convention  shall 
consist  of  the  Department  President  and  the  National  Executive  Committee- 
woman,  and  such  other  delegates  as  prescribed  by  the  National  Consti¬ 
tution. 

Sec.  4.  Department  Delegates  to  the  National  Convention  shall  be  elected 
by  the  Department  Convention.  Each  Department  shall  be  entitled  to  five 
delegates,  and  one  additional  delegate  for  each  one  thousand  members  or 
major  fraction  thereof,  whose  current  dues  have  been  received  by  the  Na- 
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tional  Treasurer  thirty  days  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  said  Convention; 
and  to  one  alternate  for  each  delegate. 

Sec.  5.  Each  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.  The  vote  of  any 
delegate  absent,  and  not  represented  by  an  alternate,  will  be  cast  by  the 
majority  of  the  delegates  present  from  her  Department. 

District  Executive  Committeewoman 

Section  6.  At  each  Annual  Department  Convention,  the  duly  elected 
and  accredited  delegates  from  each  District  attending  said  Convention,  shall 
hold  a  meeting  and  elect  one  person  from  their  respective  Districts,  which 
person  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee.  The 
office  shall  be  termed  “The  District  Executive  Committeewoman.”  The 
person  so  elected  shall  hold  office  until  her  successor  is  duly  elected  and 
qualified. 

ARTICLE  IX 

Department  Executive  Committee 

Section  1.  The  administrative  and  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in 
the  Department  Executive  Committee,  which  shall  be  composed  of  one 
Executive  Committeewoman  from  each  Congressional  District,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Officers,  and  Past  Presidents.  The  Department  Executive  Committee 
shall  have  power  and  authority  in  case  of  an  emergency  to  call  a  Depart¬ 
ment  Convention,  provided  that  notice  of  at  least  thirty  days  prior  thereto 
shall  be  given  to  all  Units  thereof,  and  the  reason  stated  for  calling  said 
Convention.  Place  of  meeting  upon  such  occasions  shall  be  designated  by 
the  Department  Executive  Committee.  The  Department  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  shall  have  power  to  appoint  sub-committees  to  act  on  matters  dele¬ 
gated  to  it.  The  Department  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  adjournment  of  each  Department  Convention, 
and  thereafter  at  the  call  of  the  Department  President.  Seven  members 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

ARTICLE  X 

Unit  Organization 

Section  1.  The  smallest  administrative  body  of  the  District  shall  be 
termed  “The  Unit,”  which  shall  have  a  minimum  membership  of  ten  mem¬ 
bers. 

Sec.  2.  Units  shall  be  given  the  name  and  number  of  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  Post  to  which  they  are  attached. 

Sec.  3.  Formation  of  Units  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  National  Constitution. 

Sec.  4.  The  officers  of  the  Unit  shall  be  a  President,  one  or  more  Vice- 
Presidents,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Historian,  and  Chaplain,  with  such  other 
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officers  and  committees  as  may  be  authorized  by  the  Department  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee. 

Sec.  5.  The  officers  and  chairmen  of  said  committees  shall  constitute  the 
Unit  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  6.  Units  shall  be  chartered  by  the  National  President  and  National 
Secretary,  upon  receipt  of  the  charter  application  properly  executed,  and 
accompanied  by  the  per  capita  dues  and  individual  membership  record  forms. 
Application  for  Unit  Charters  shall  be  signed  by  the  Commander  and  Ad¬ 
jutant  of  the  American  Legion  Post  to  which  the  Unit  is  attached,  and  by 
the  Department  President. 

Sec.  7.  The  annual  dues  of  a  Unit  shall  be  determined  by  the  said  Unit. 
The  Unit  dues  shall  also  include  Department  and  National  dues. 

Sec.  8.  Units  shall  be  governed  by  the  National  and  Department  Consti¬ 
tutions,  with  the  privilege  of  making  by-laws  to  meet  the  Unit  demands. 

Sec.  9.  The  National  Executive  Committee  may  suspend  or  revoke  the 
charter  of  a  Unit  which  violates  the  National  Constitution  and  By-Laws, 
or  any  specific  action  of  the  National  Convention  or  the  National  Executive 
Committee. 

Sec.  10.  When  a  Unit  ceases  to  function,  or  its  charter  has  been  revoked 
or  canceled,  the  charter  and  all  Unit  records  and  funds  shall  be  immediately 
forwarded  to  Department  Headquarters. 

ARTICLE  XI 
Finance 

Section  1.  The  revenue  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  derived  from  the  annual  membership  dues,  and 
by  such  other  means  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Department  in  Con¬ 
vention  assembled,  or  Department  Executive  Committee.  Local  Units  shall 
pay  membership  dues  by  the  calendar  year,  and  shall  remit  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Secretary-Treasurer  for  each  member  the  sum  of  the  Department  and 
National  Dues,  the  amount  of  the  Department  dues  being  fifty  cents  per 
member  per  annum,  and  the  amount  of  the  National  dues  being  twenty-five 
cents  per  member  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  The  annual  National  dues  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  National 
Treasurer,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  National  Constitution. 

Sec.  3.  Any  Unit  of  this  Department  shall,  after  notification,  have  full 
authority  and  power  to  drop  from  the  membership  roll  the  name  of  any 
member  not  paying  the  annual  dues,  after  the  expiration  of  ninety  days. 

Sec.  4.  Each  Unit  shall  be  required  to  make  a  complete  report  to 
Department  Headquarters  at  the  end  of  each  month,  and  shall  remit,  with 
said  report,  all  Department  and  National  dues  collected  and  unreported. 
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ARTICLE  XII 

Bonding  Officials 

Section  1.  All  officers  of  this  Department  or  any  Unit  thereof  holding 
funds  of  the  Organization  shall  be  required  to  give  bond. 

ARTICLE  XIII 

Arbitration 

Section  1.  The  Department  Executive  Committee,  after  hearing,  may 
recommend  to  the  National  Executive  Committee  the  suspension  or  revoca¬ 
tion  of  a  charter  of  a  Unit  which  violates  this  Constitution,  and  may  provide 
for  the  government  and  administration  of  such  Unit  during  such  suspension 
or  upon  such  revocation. 

ARTICLE  XIV 
T  ransfers 

Section  1.  Any  member  in  good  standing  in  a  Unit,  who  removes  from 
the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  transfer  certificate 
from  said  Unit,  stating  her  membership  and  duration  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  Transfers  of  membership  from  one  Unit  to  another  in  this  Depart¬ 
ment  shall  be  upon  application  of  the  member  to  and  acceptance  by  the 
other  Unit.  No  dues  shall  be  transferred,  and  a  member  transferring  shall 
be  entitled  to  voting  membership  in  the  Unit  to  which  she  transfers  until 
the  expiration  of  her  paid-up  dues. 

ARTICLE  XV 
Manual 

Section  1.  The  Department  Organization  shall  be  governed  by  Robert’s 
Rules  of  Order,  Revised,  in  all  points  not  covered  by  this  Constitution  and 
By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  XVI 
Fiscal  Year 

Section  1.  The  fiscal  year  of  this  Department  shall  be  from  January  1 
to  Decen  *  ^  31  of  each  year. 

ARTICLE  XVII 
Amendments 

Section  1.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  Department  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  vote 
cast  in  regular  session  assembled,  provided  that  the  proposed  amendments 
shall  have  been  read  at  a  previous  session  of  the  said  Convention;  and  shall 
go  into  effect  upon  adoption. 

Sec.  2.  This  Constitution  shall  be  automatically  amended  to  conform  to 
any  amendments  adopted  by  the  National  Constitution. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


203 


BY-LAWS 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

Department  of  North  Carolina 


BY-LAW  I 

Duties  and  Powers  of  Officers 
President 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  meetings 
of  the  Department  in  Convention  assembled,  and  of  the  Department  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee;  to  enforce  strict  observance  of  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws;  to  appoint  members  of  constituted  committees,  and  create  such  other 
committees  as  she  deems  advisable,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  cus¬ 
toms  and  parliamentary  usage  require ;  and  to  appoint  all  officers  not  other¬ 
wise  provided  for,  with  the  approval  of  the  Department  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Vice-Presidents 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Presidents  in  their  order  to  act  for 
the  President  in  her  absence  or  disability,  and  render  such  assistance  to  the 
President  as  the  President  may  deem  necessary. 

Secretary 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  record  the  proceedings  of 
the  Department  in  Convention  assembled,  and  of  the  Department  Executive 
Committee  meetings;  and  to  keep  all  books  required  to  successfully  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  office.  The  retiring  Secretary  shall  arrange,  print,  and 
distribute  the  minutes  of  her  own  Convention,  after  being  approved  by  the 
President  presiding  at  the  Convention ;  but  when  a  new  President  has  been 
elected,  all  bids  for  printing  the  minutes  must  be  sent  to  her,  and  no  contracts 
can  be  made  without  her  approval.  The  contract  with  the  printer  must 
require  that  the  said  minutes  be  ready  for  distribution  by  January  1. 

Treasurer 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive  all  money  belonging 
to  the  Department,  and  to  account  for  same.  The  Treasurer  shall  pay  all 
orders  signed  by  the  President.  Her  accounts  shall  be  audited  by  a  Public 
Accountant,  said  audit  to  be  completed  one  week  before  the  Convention. 

Historian 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Historian  to  prepare  for  posterity  the 
records  of  the  Organization,  and  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Convention. 
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Chaplain 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chaplain  to  offer  prayer  at  the  opening 
of  each  day’s  business,  and  such  other  duties  as  the  President  may  direct. 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  preserve  order  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Department  Conventions,  and  such  other  duties  as  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  President. 

National  Executive  Committeewoman 

Sec.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  National  Executive  Committeewoman 
to  represent  the  Department  on  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

BY-LAW  II 
Committees 

District  Executive  Committeewoman 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  District  Executive  Committee- 
woman  to  call  District  Meetings,  help  organize  new  Units  in  her  District, 
and  in  every  way  promote  interest  in  the  work  of  the  District. 

Standing  Committees 

Sec.  2.  Standing  Committees  shall  be  formed,  and  shall  function  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  National  Organization.  The  Stand¬ 
ing  Committees  are:  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare,  Guardianship,  Ameri¬ 
canism,  Poppy,  Legislation,  Membership,  Constitution,  Memorials,  Emblem, 
Co-Operation,  Gold  Star,  Trophies  and  Awards,  Fidac,  Hereditary,  Prison 
Work,  and  Finance. 

Special  Committees 

Sec.  3.  Special  Committees  may  be  formed  by  the  Department  Executive 
Committee  as  the  work  of  the  Department  requires. 

Sec.  4.  A  Committee  on  Credentials  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President 
at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  Convention.  This  Committee  shall  consist 
of  five  members  chosen  from  the  Department,  and  the  Department  Secretary 
shall  furnish  them  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  list  of  such  delegates  entitled 
to  attend  the  Convention,  and  such  Committee  shall  prepare  a  report,  to  be 
given  at  the  time  specified  in  the  order  of  business. 

Sec.  5.  A  Committee  of  Resolutions  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President 
not  less  than  fifteen  days  prior  to  the  Convention,  consisting  of  five  members 
chosen  from  the  elected  delegates,  and  all  resolutions  shall  be  presented  to 
said  Committee  for  its  consideration.  No  resolution  presented  by  an  indi¬ 
vidual  member  shall  be  considered  by  said  Committee,  unless  approved  by 
the  Unit  of  which  she  is  a  member. 
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BY-LAW  III 

Order  of  Business 

Section  1.  The  Order  of  Business  at  the  Annual  Convention  shall  be 
reciprocal  with  the  program  of  the  American  Legion,  and  shall  include: 

Call  to  order  by  the  President. 

Invocation. 

Salute  to  the  Flag. 

Reading  of  the  Preamble. 

Call  for  Convention. 

Report  of  the  Credentials  Committee. 

Roll  Call. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

Report  of  Officers. 

Report  of  Committees. 

New  Business. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Report  of  Resolutions  Committee. 

Adjournment. 

BY-LAW  IV 
Amendments 

Section  1.  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  at  any  Annual  Convention 
of  this  Department  by  a  two-thirds  \ote  of  all  delegates  present. 

MRS.  JOHN  T.  LOWE,  Chairman 
MRS.  W.  O.  SPENCER 
MRS.  JAMES  K.  NORFLEET 

Constitution  Committee. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller  read  her  report  as  Ninth  District  Com- 
mitteewoman  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  NINTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

As  Ninth  District  Committeewoman,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report: 
During  the  past  year,  the  Auxiliary  Units  in  the  Ninth  District  have  made 
an  enviable  record,  and  to  them  belongs  the  credit  for  all  progress. 

With  our  Department  President,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  it  has  been  my  pleasure 
to  visit  the  Units  in  Gastonia,  Grover,  Charlotte,  and  Mount  Holly,  but  I 
regret  that  it  was  impossible  to  visit  every  Unit. 

Letters  were  written  to  all  Unit  Presidents,  urging  an  increase  in  mem¬ 
bership,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  every  Unit  has  increased  its  mem¬ 
bership,  and  that  the  membership  of  the  District  has  more  than  doubled. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  attend  the  Guardianship  Conferences  which 
are  held  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the  Veterans’  Bureau  in  Char- 
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lotte.  This  has  enabled  us  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  Guardianship  prob¬ 
lems  otherwise  unobtainable. 

In  co-operation  with  our  Legislative  Chairman,  communications  urging 
the  passing  of  the  Johnson,  Greene,  and  Fitzgerald  Bills,  sponsored  by  the 
American  Legion,  were  sent  to  Ninth  District  Representatives  and  our  Sen¬ 
ators. 

A  joint  meeting  of  the  Legion  Posts  and  Auxiliary  Units  in  this  District 
was  held  in  Charlotte,  Wednesday,  June  19.  We  had  as  our  guests  Miss 
Annie  Lee,  Department  President;  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Department  Vice- 
President;  and  the  following  Department  Chairmen:  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney, 
Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  and  Mrs.  Randolph  Redfern.  All  made  inspirational 
talks.  Mr.  Paul  Younts,  Mr.  Harry  G.  Blaising,  and  Mr.  Paul  Rousseau 
represented  the  Legion  on  the  program.  We  were  pleased  to  have  with  u^ 
as  guests,  members  of  the  Units  from  Concord,  Monroe,  and  Mooresville. 

Temporary  awards  of  cups  were  made — the  one  for  the  greatest  percent¬ 
age  of  increase  in  membership  being  won  by  the  Hickory  Unit,  and  the  one 
for  the  largest  number  of  new  members  by  the  Charlotte  Unit,  both  winning 
Units  being  in  the  Ninth  District. 

Two  new  Units  were  organized  this  year — the  James  I.  Neal,  No.  167,  at 
Grover;  and  the  Johnson-Lineberger,  No.  152,  at  Mount  Holly.  The 
enthusiasm  with  which  they  are  entering  upon  the  work  presages  a  bright 
future  for  them. 

May  I  express  my  pride  in  the  work  accomplished  by  the  Units  in  this 
District,  and  thank  all  the  Unit  Presidents  and  Auxiliary  members  who  have 
so  loyally  contributed  to  making  this  a  most  successful  year.  It  has  been 
a  privilege  as  well  as  an  honor  to  serve  for  you  and  with  you.  Much  of  our 
success  is  due  to  the  tireless  and  unselfish  efforts  of  our  Department  Presi¬ 
dent,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  and  we  thank  her  for  her  loving  help  and  co¬ 
operation. 

To  all  the  Department  Chairmen,  I  am  deeply  grateful,  and  especially  to 
our  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  for  her  devotion 
to  duty  this  year.  How  could  we  ever  have  developed  as  we  have  without 
the  bulletins  she  has  sent  out? 

We  thank  the  American  Legion  for  all  assistance  and  courtesies,  and  the 
Veterans’  Bureau  for  the  privilege  of  attending  their  Conferences. 

And  to  my  own  Unit  I  wish  to  express  deep  appreciation  for  having 
entertained  the  District  Meeting,  and  for  the  loyal  support  and  co-operation 
of  its  members  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  REVERDY  J.  MILLER 

It  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Miller  that  we  accept  this  report.  Mrs. 
Charles  Dunn  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  duly  carried. 
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The  Secretary  read  the  report  of  Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin  on 
Americanism,  as  follows: 

REPORT  ON  AMERICANISM 

In  submitting  this,  my  second  report  on  Americanism,  let  me  say  what 
a  privilege  and  pleasure  it  has  been  to  have  served  as  your  Chairman,  to 
have  had  such  splendid  assistance  at  all  times;  and  to  those  good  people 
who  have  never  tired  of  the  constant  grind,  I  wish  to  pay  my  tribute  of 
thanks.  Service  has  been  taken  out  of  the  category  of  duty,  and  placed 
among  the  privileges  and  pleasures. 

I’ve  endeavored  to  do  as  asked,  to  use  the  splendid  questionnaire  in 
making  my  report,  as  handed  in  by  the  various  Units.  Fifty-four  ques¬ 
tionnaires  were  sent  out  and  returned,  all  containing  valuable  information, 
and  many  excellent  suggestions. 

“What  patriotic  days  have  been  observed,  and  how,”  invariably  brought 
the  answer:  All  National  holidays,  with  patriotic  addresses,  dinners,  and 
contribution  to  adopted  Wards  at  Oteen;  also  decoration  of  graves  on  Me¬ 
morial  Day,  the  placing  of  granite  markers,  containing  the  name,  Company 
and  dates  1914-1918  World  War  (forty-five  having  been  placed  in  Wilming¬ 
ton  since  1918,  five  in  the  city,  three  in  county  this  year.) 

“What  methods  have  been  used  in  disseminating  information  with  reference 
to  the  proper  respect  for  the  Flag?”  Patriotic  plays  and  programs  in 
schools,  Code  and  salute  used  in  movies,  and  at  all  public  gatherings,  Flags 
given ;  foreigners  who  have  taken  out  their  naturalization  papers,  and  sworn 
allegiance  to  the  U.  S.  A.,  have  been  given  prominence;  Exercises  held  in 
Federal  courtroom,  Judge  Isaac  Meekins  presiding;  thirty-nine  were  adopted 
in  Wilmington,  given  a  cordial  welcome,  and  presented  with  silk  United 
States  Flags,  Codes  for  the  proper  use  and  manuals  containing  the  revised 
salute,  the  American  Creed,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  other  valuable  information. 

Flag  Day  universally  observed  jointly  with  D.  A.  R.  in  Wilmington. 
Legion  band  gave  concert,  reading  by  Chaplain,  “America”  sung  by  audience, 
Salute  and  Creed  in  unison.  Campfire  Girls  and  Scouts  have  had  their 
share  in  all  public  functions.  Printed  forms  of  salute,  “America,”  “Star 
Spangled  Banner”  were  donated;  same  given  the  public  on  Flag  Day,  June 
14,  all  having  co-operated  with  schools,  taught  and  helped  pay  expenses 
of  pupils. 

In  closing,  I  cannot  stress  too  vigorously  the  disregard  in  many  places  of 
allowing  the  Flag,  used  in  decorations  on  streets,  to  remain  up  after  sun¬ 
down,  and  often  all  night.  This  is  easy,  simply  a  matter  of  calling  attention 
to  the  fact,  in  order  to  have  it  corrected. 

Moving  picture  managers  have  been  gracious  in  putting  the  Flag  Code 
in  the  public  eye.  They  are  eager  and  anxious  to  take  part,  and  have  con¬ 
tributed  largely  to  the  success  of  all  undertakings.  The  Poppy  Film  was 
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used  one  week  at  all  performances,  thereby  stimulating  the  sale.  There  is 
no  bigger  work  for  this  committee  than  to  familiarize  ourselves  with  the 
outstanding  features  of  our  relations  with  foreign-born,  and  pledge  our¬ 
selves  to  guard  the  ideals  of  our  Country  in  the  same  spirit  as  did  our  fore¬ 
fathers  in  1776. 

(MRS.  CUTHBERT)  BESSIE  MARTIN,  Chairman. 

This  report  was  unanimously  accepted. 

The  President  announced  that  a  question  box,  into  which  any¬ 
one  might  put  questions,  signed  with  the  name  of  the  person  and 
the  Unit  of  which  she  is  a  member,  had  been  placed  in  the  Con¬ 
vention  Hall.  She  said  that  Mrs.  McKissick  would  answer  the 
questions  in  a  later  session,  no  names  being  used  in  giving 
answers. 

Following  this  announcement,  the  Colors  were  retired,  and  the 
meeting  declared  adjourned,  to  meet  again  on  Tuesday  morning  at 
eight-thirty. 


TUESDAY,  AUGUST  24,  1926 


MORNING  SESSION 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
convened  at  eight-thirty  on  Tuesday  morning.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  the  President. 

The  Colors  were  advanced  by  the  Pages,  and  Mrs.  McKissick 
led  in  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag. 

The  invocation  was  made  by  Mrs.  C.  C.  Bost,  Chaplain  of  the 
Hickory  Unit,  as  follows: 

We  come  to  Thee,  this  morning,  Our  Heavenly  Father,  to  ask  Thy  blessing 
upon  today’s  sessions  of  this  Convention.  Bless  in  an  especial  manner  those 
who  direct  the  affairs  of  this  Organization.  Increase  our  patriotism,  and 
make  us  worthy  mothers,  wives,  sisters,  and  daughters  of  the  American 
Legion,  with  which  we  are  so  proud  to  be  affiliated.  We  remember  at  this 
time  with  love  and  gratitude  the  American  Legion,  those  with  broken  bodies 
— wherever  they  may  be — and  those  who  made  the  supreme  sacrifice.  Help 
us,  our  Father,  to  keep  their  torch  alight,  that  they  may  not  have  died  in 
vain.  Be  with  us  through  all  of  the  activities  of  the  day;  guide  and  guard 
us  through  all  future  years,  we  ask  in  Jesus’  name.  Amen. 

The  Convention  sang  “Carolina.” 

It  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Charles  Young  that  the  reading  of  the 
minutes  of  yesterday’s  sessions  be  dispensed  with.  The  motion 
was  seconded,  and  duly  carried. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees: 

RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 

Miss  Bernice  Turner,  Chairman;  Miss  Nell  Somers,  Mrs.  M.  P.  Traynor, 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Daniel. 

COURTESIES  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Hubert  E.  Olive,  Chairman;  Mrs.  J.  F.  Esmond,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Bolt, 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Lattimore. 
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Mr.  McDaniel  Lewis,  Chairman  of  the  Transportation  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  North  Carolina  Department,  American  Legion, 
talked  on  the  National  Convention,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  in 
October. 

Mrs.  Burt  submitted  the  report  of  the  National  Committee- 
woman,  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  and  the  supplementary  report  of 
Miss  Annie  Lee,  National  Committeewoman  until  December  31, 
1925,  and  made  a  motion  that,  in  order  to  save  time,  the  reading 
of  these  reports  be  dispensed  with,  inasmuch  as  they  would  be  in¬ 
corporated  in  the  minutes.  Mrs.  Burt’s  motion  was  seconded  by 
Miss  Nannie  D.  Riddle,  and  duly  carried. 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

Beginning  my  term  of  office  as  National  Executive  Committeewoman  for 
the  Department  of  North  Carolina  on  January  1,  1926,  my  first  opportunity 
for  service  was  attending  the  mid-year  National  Executive  Committee  meet¬ 
ing,  held  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  11  and  12.  Owing  to  train  con¬ 
nections,  I  did  not  arrive  in  time  for  the  first  session  on  Monday  morning, 
which  program  was  largely  filled  with  the  presentation  of  officers  and 
greetings.  National  Adjutant  James  F.  Barton  addressed  the  Committee 
in  the  name  of  the  Legion  Commander.  Business  was  taken  up  at  the 
afternoon  session,  with  Mrs.  Eliza  London  Shepard,  National  President,  in 
the  chair.  This  was  the  first  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  meeting  held  in  the  new  Legion  Building,  built  by  the  citizens  of 
Indianapolis  in  memory  of  their  boys  who  served  in  the  World  War. 
Major  Arnold,  Assistant  Director  of  United  States  Veterans’  Bureau,  and 
National  Guardianship  Officer,  addressed  the  Committee,  followed  by  Mrs. 
Marie  Ruth,  National  Chairman  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary’s  Guard¬ 
ianship  Committee.  Mrs.  Lucile  Downey,  National  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  then  gave  the  suggested  budget  for  the  year.  At  the 
conclusion  of  this  report,  the  Finance  Committee  iras  given  the  power  to 
increase  or  decrease  the  amount,  at  their  next  meeting,  if  they  found  it 
necessary,  according  to  the  amount  coming  into  the  treasury. 

Tuesday’s  sessions  were  filled  with  the  reports  of  the  following  National 
Chairmen: 

Rehabilitation,  Mrs.  Hazel  Workman; 

Americanism,  Mrs.  Eugene  Fenelon; 

Hereditary,  Mrs.  Frank  Smith  (a  member  of  committee) ; 

Membership,  Mrs.  Donald  Macrae; 

Trophies  and  Awards,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Porter  (member) ; 

Emblem,  Mrs.  Dorothy  B.  Harper. 
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Mr.  Frank  Samuels,  Chairman  of  Organization  and  Membership  of  the 
American  Legion,  submitted  the  Legion  membership  plans  for  the  year 
Mr.  Frank  Cross,  the  Legion’s  National  Director  of  Americanism,  next 
addressed  the  Committee.  Mrs.  Lowell  F.  Hobart,  our  first  National 
President,  was  introduced,  and  briefly  addressed  the  Committee.  Mrs. 
Donald  Macrae,  National  Membership  Chairman,  was  given  the  privilege  of 
the  floor  and  stated  that  the  idea  of  the  Stand  of  Colors,  to  be  given  as 
prizes  within  the  Department  to  the  Unit  making  best  membership  advance, 
met  with  her  hearty  approval. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mrs.  Villars,  of  Minnesota,  to  appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  draft  a  resolution  protesting  against  the  Pacifist  movement  in  our 
Country. 

At  the  afternoon  session,  the  reading  of  reports  was  finished: 

Poppy,  Mrs.  Adalin  W.  Macauley; 

Co-Operation,  Mrs.  B.  E.  Noble  (member)  ; 

Memorials,  Mrs.  Clement  Johnson  (member). 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Hudson,  National  Chairman  of  the  Child  Welfare  Committee, 
submitted  her  report,  in  the  midst  of  which  she  introduced  Mr.  John 
Gorkey,  Director  of  the  Child  Welfare  Division  of  the  American  Legion, 
who  explained  fully  the  plans  and  work  of  the  Child  Welfare  Committee  of 
the  Legion.  Miss  Emma  Puschner,  Field  Secretary  Child  Welfare  Work  of 
the  Legion,  was  also  introduced,  and  addressed  the  body. 

Mrs.  Donald  Macrae  here  brought  out  the  fact  that  it  had  come  to  her 
attention  that  some  of  the  Departments  do  not  require  Unit  dues.  She 
stated  that  she  had  received  a  ruling  from  the  Judge  Advocate,  in  which 
he  advised  that  in  order  to  be  in  good  standing  a  member  must  pay 
Unit,  Department,  and  National  dues,  and  she  requests  a  strict  adherence 
to  this  ruling. 

Mrs.  Mabel  D.  Stark,  of  Pennsylvania,  extended  greetings  from  her 
Department,  and  a  hearty  welcome  to  Philadelphia  for  the  1926  National 
Convention. 

After  singing  “Blest  Be  the  Tie  That  Binds,”  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  JAMES  K.  NORFLEET. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT 

As  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  filling  the  unexpired  term  of 
Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  I  attended  the  meeting  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee,  on  October  4,  a  day  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  National 
Convention  held  in  Omaha,  Neb.  I  represented  North  Carolina  in  the 
march,  an  impressive  ceremony  at  the  opening  of  the  Convention.  All 
Flags  and  Department  Colors,  in  massed  formation,  preceded  the  National 
Officers  and  Executive  Committeewomen  to  the  stage,  where  the  National 
President  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  the  National  Chairman  of 
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Americanism,  Mrs.  Ruth  McCurry  Brown,  led  the  Convention  in  the  Pledge 
of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag.  North  Carolina’s  Banner  was  carried  by  Mi$s 
Marie  Edwards,  of  Sanford,  who  was  Page  from  the  State  at  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

I  again  attended  the  Executive  Committee  meeting  held  on  October  9, 
immediately  following  the  adjournment  of  the  National  Convention.  Mrs. 
Eliza  London  Shepard,  newly  elected  President,  presided  at  this  meeting. 

All  necessary  correspondence  and  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  office 
of  National  Executive  Committeewoman  were  carried  on  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  until  the  expiration  of  my  term  of  office,  on  December  31,  1925. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  LEE, 

National  Executive  Committeewoman  from  June  1  to  December  31,  1925. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan,  Second  Vice-President,  thereupon  took 
the  chair,  and  Miss  Lee  gave  the  President’s  report,  as  follows: 

PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

Coming  a  second  time  to  the  close  of  my  year  as  President  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  I  am  happy  to  tell  you 
that  the  Department  has  gone  forward  in  achievement  worthy  of  its  past, 
and  with  an  added  record  of  accomplishment  that  presages  a  future  of  still 
greater  things.  I  feel  sure  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  we  should  so 
labor  in  our  time  that  what  came  to  us  as  seed  may  go  to  the  next  in  line 
as  blossom;  and  that  which  came  to  us  as  blossom  may  go  to  them  as 
fruit.  That  is  progress,  and  in  that  way  have  we  striven  during  the  past 
year. 

Whatever  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  accomplish  is  due  to  the  unfailing 
co-operation  rendered  me  by  officers  and  members  of  this  organization.  To 
the  Department  Executive  Committee,  I  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  its 
generous  assistance  in  the  constructive  program  of  this  administration,  and 
in  meeting  the  problems  which  have  arisen.  The  Advisory  Committee  has 
indeed  been  my  right  arm,  ever  ready  with  sympathy  and  wise  counsel. 
There  is  one  woman  who  carries  a  heavy  burden  for  our  Organization,  who 
labors  incessantly  in  its  behalf,  but  whose  efforts  are  sometimes  taken  for 
granted.  I  refer  to  the  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  During  the  two 
years  in  which  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee  has  filled  this  position,  she  has  labored 
far  beyond  the  requirements  of  her  office,  and  has  contributed  in  a  large 
way  to  the  measure  of  success  attained  in  all  branches.  In  addition,  may 
I  be  permitted  to  express  from  my  heart  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
all  Unit  Officers  and  members.  The  accomplishments  of  the  Department 
arc  but  a  summing  up  of  these  individual  efforts. 

To  the  American  Legion  of  this  Department,  and  to  the  State  Com¬ 
mander,  Mr.  Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr.,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
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for  the  help  they  have  accorded  me  during  the  year.  Capt.  A.  L.  Fletcher, 
“Forward  Observation  Post”  Editor  in  the  Sunday  Editions,  has  given 
splendid  co-operation.  To  him  I  extend  thanks. 

The  Department  was  represented  at  the  National  Convention  in  Omaha*; 
Neb.,  October  5  to  9,  1925,  by  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  of  Winston-Salem, 
Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Claverie,  of  Asheville,  Misses  Nan  and  Julia  Edwards,  of 
Sanford,  and  your  Department  President.  Present  with  us,  too,  and  a 
member  of  our  delegation,  was  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  National  Vice-President 
of  the  Southern  Division.  You  have  had  reports  of  this  Convention  through 
bulletins,  so  I  shall  only  mention  the  part  played  by  North  Carolina.  One 
of  the  outstanding  social  events  of  the  Convention  was  the  brilliant  States 
Dinner.  North  Carolina’s  table  was  centered  with  a  basket  of  magnificent 
red  and  white  roses,  carrying  out  the  State  colors.  Flying  in  the  center 
was  the  flag  of  our  dear  Old  North  State.  Branches  of  our  longleaf  pine  were 
scattered  along  the  table,  these  having  been  provided  through  the  thoughtful 
courtesy  of  our  Historian,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston.  The  North  Carolina  Legion¬ 
naires  were  our  guests  on  this  occasion. 

By  appointment  of  the  National  President,  your  Department  President 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Permanent  Organization.  Repre¬ 
senting  North  Carolina,  she  also  gave  a  tribute  at  the  Memorial  Service  to 
Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  Past  Department  President. 

No  greater  thrill  of  pride  has  ever  been  mine  than  when  North  Caro¬ 
lina’s  name  was  called,  and  I  received  for  her  a  National  Citation,  given 
for  co-operation  in  carrying  on  the  National  Program.  North  Carolina 
was  one  of  the  twenty-one  Departments  to  which  this  honor  was  accorded. 
The  Department  Banner  today  proudly  bears  a  citation  band,  which  testi¬ 
fies  to  the  fact  that  it  was  carried  in  the  parade  at  Omaha. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  present,  in  behalf  of  my  own  Unit,  Melvin  Deese, 
No.  27,  a  gavel  fittingly  inscribed,  and  made  from  timber  taken  from 
McKamie  Cabin,  birthplace  of  President  Andrew  Jackson. 

The  delegates  returned  from  the  National  Convention  with  much  enthusi¬ 
asm  with  which  to  begin  the  new  year. 

Three  meetings  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee  have  been  held 
during  the  year.  The  first  followed  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention  at 
Fayetteville,  September  8.  The  second  was  held  in  Greensboro,  on  December 
8,  and  the  third  on  Sunday  evening  preceding  the  opening  of  this  Convention. 

Our  activities  for  the  year  have  been  varied.  They  have  been  carried 
on  through  Committee  Chairmen,  appointed  to  conform  to  National  Com¬ 
mittees.  You  will  hear  extensive  reports  from  them,  so  I  will  only  mention 
a  few  of  the  outstanding  accomplishments.  Since  this  is  “Membership  Year,” 
great  emphasis  has  been  laid  on  that  branch  of  work.  Today  we  have  by 
far  the  greatest  membership  ever  recorded  at  a  Department  Convention 
in  North  Carolina — 3,367  members.  I  am  tremendously  proud  of  the  fact 
that  North  Carolina  is  a  leader  among  the  Departments  in  percentage  of 
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increase  in  membership.  She  is  standing  near  Wyoming,  which  leads  the 
list  with  150  per  cent.,  and  I  believe  that  North  Carolina  will  reach  the 
high  mark — four  thousand  members — before  the  National  Convention. 

Though  realizing  the  importance  of  a  large  membership,  our  welfare 
work  has  not  been  allowed  to  suffer  because  of  efforts  in  that  line.  More 
than  twenty  thousand  dollars  have  been  expended  by  you  and  our  friends  of 
other  Departments  in  care  of  the  disabled  at  Oteen.  The  State  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Fund,  to  which  practically  every  Unit  has  contributed,  has  been 
larger  this  year  than  ever  before,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand  dollars. 
North  Carolina  has  also  been  represented  in  the  National  Rehabilitation 
Fund.  The  growth  of  the  sale  of  Poppies,  too,  has  been  phenomenal,  the 
number  of  Poppies  used  by  the  Units  being  double  that  of  last  year.  The 
Units  have  responded  most  liberally  to  the  support  of  the  Oteen  Clinic. 
The  Clinic,  with  a  nurse  in  charge,  is  a  project  supported  jointly  by  the 
Auxiliary  and  Legion  of  the  State.  It  has  attracted  National  attention, 
and  has  been  recognized  by  the  National  Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the 
Legion  as  a  model  for  other  Departments.  The  State  has  contributed  about 
five  hundred  dollars  to  National  Child  Welfare  work. 

A  greater  interest  than  ever  before  has  been  manifested  in  Legislative 
work.  It  has  been  my  privilege  on  several  occasions  to  personally  urge  upon 
Bills  in  which  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  were  interested.  You  are  familiar 
with  the  favorable  action  which  resulted  in.  the  passage  of  various  of  these 
Bills. 

Believing  that  adequate  National  Defense  is  the  best  Peace  Insurance,  I 
have  lost  no  opportunity  to  indorse  the  Citizens’  Military  Training  Camps, 
and  other  things  of  a  like  nature. 

Many  pleasant  duties  have  come  to  your  President.  Among  these  she 
numbers  the  occasions  on  which  she  took  greetings  from  the  Auxiliary 
to  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  at  their  Conference  in  session 
at  Elizabeth  City  last  fall,  and  to  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
at  their  State  Meeting  in  Charlotte  in  March.  She  was  the  guest  of  Stonewall 
Chapter,  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  Charlotte,  on  Lee- Jackson 
Day,  and  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  of  Hornets’  Nest  Post,  Charlotte,  for 
their  Memorial  Service. 

She  was  the  guest  of  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  of  Andrew  Jackson 
Post,  High  Point,  at  a  banquet  and  meeting  last  fall,  at  which  time  Com¬ 
mander  Stevens  was  also  present.  Again  she  was  the  guest  of  the  Legion, 
and  expressed  the  welcome  of  the  Auxiliary  to  the  National  Commander 
of  the  Legion,  General  McQuigg,  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  High  Point, 
on  March  11. 

With  Hon.  Royal  C.  Johnson,  Legionnaire  Congressman  from  North 
Dakota,  she  was  a  guest  of  honor  of  the  Clyde  Bolling  Post  and  Unit  at  a 
banquet  and  dance  on  February  22. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


215 


In  February,  she  was  the  guest  of  the  Hornets’  Nest  Unit,  Charlotte,  at  a 
large  benefit  bridge  party,  and  again  on  May  29,  with  Mrs.  Henry  L. 
Stevens,  Jr.,  was  a  guest  of  honor  at  a  beautiful  dinner  given  by  the 
Hornets’  Nest  Unit. 

One  of  her  most  recent  pleasures  was  attendance  for  one  day,  August  5, 
at  the  South  Carolina  Department  Convention. 

Twelve  new  Units  have  been  organized  in  the  Department  this  year.  It 
was  my  privilege  to  be  present  and  assist  with  the  organization  of  the 
Units  at  Asheboro,  Boone,  Chapel  Hill,  Dunn,  Grover,  Mount  Holly, 
Pittsboro,  and  Smithfield. 

In  addition  to  the  ones  mentioned,  I  have  visited  and  officially  attended 
meetings  of  the  Units  in  Lexington,  Winston-Salem,  Snow  Hill,  New  Bern, 
Greenville,  Tarboro,  Scotland  Neck,  Wilson,  Weldon,  Warrenton,  Louisburg, 
Spring  Hope,  Fuquay  Springs,  Salisbury,  Gastonia,  Statesville,  Albemarle, 
and  Monroe.  The  message  of  the  Auxiliary,  which  I  endeavored  to  take 
to  these  Units,  was  always  received  with  appreciation.  The  meeting  with 
Auxiliary  women,  always  eager  to  “carry  on”  in  every  possible  way,  was  a 
great  inspiration  to  me.  I  was  most  cordially  received  and  delightfully 
entertained  everywhere,  and  regret  that  it  was  not  possible  to  accept  all 
invitations  received  from  Units. 

Since  personal  visits  to  the  Units  made  it  possible  to  reach  more  Auxiliary 
members  than  can  ever  attend  District  Meetings,  they  were  substituted  for 
District  Meetings  in  several  instances.  However,  I  attended  meetings  of  the 
Fifth  District  held  in  High  Point;  of  the  Eighth  District,  held  in  Lenoir; 
and  of  the  Ninth  District,  held  in  Charlotte.  In  addition,  a  District  Meeting 
was  held  in  the  Seventh  District,  but  a  conflict  in  engagements  made  it 
impossible  for  me  to  attend. 

I  have  made  three  visits  to  Oteen  Hospital  during  the  year — the  first  on 
my  return  from  the  National  Convention;  again  in  February,  in  company 
with  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  our  most  efficient  Department  Vice-President; 
and  lastly  with  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Rehabilitation  Chairman,  when  I 
spent  a  week  making  a  complete  visit  to  every  ward  of  the  Hospital.  Mrs. 
A.  F.  McKissick,  our  National  Vice-President  of  the  Southern  Division, 
honored  North  Carolina  with  a  three-day  visit  to  Oteen  at  this  time.  In 
her  honor,  the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit,  Asheville,  entertained  at  a  lovely 
luncheon. 

During  the  year,  I  have  made  several  visits  to  the  office  of  the  Veterans’ 
Bureau  in  Charlotte,  and  there  I  have  always  met  with  a  splendid  spirit 
of  co-operation.  In  March,  I  attended  a  Guardianship  Conference  at  the 
Veterans’  Bureau,  and  discussed  with  Major  Davis  G.  Arnold,  Assistant 
Director  of  the  Veterans’  Bureau  in  charge  of  Guardianship  work,  the 
plans  for  this  important  phase  of  our  work.  Again,  in  May,  I  attended 
a  luncheon  meeting  of  the  Guardianship  Committee. 
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Honoring  the  service  of  our  first  Department  President,  and  National 
Vice-President  for  1925-26,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  the  North  Carolina  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  have  placed  a  settee  at  National  Head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Auxiliary.  A  bronze  plate  bears  the  following  inscription, 
“Presented  by  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  American  Legion  and 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  in  honor  of  the  service  of  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt, 
National  Vice-President,  September,  1924,  to  October,  1925. 

The  Southern  Division  is  this  year  placing  a  handsome  portrait  of  Dr. 
Kate  Waller  Barrett,  Past  National  President  of  the  Auxiliary,  at  National 
Headquarters,  as  a  memorial  to  this  wonderful  woman,  the  first  for  whom 
the  proud  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  ever  lowered  the  Flag  over  its 
Capitol.  North  Carolina  is  honored  to  have  a  part  in  this  memorial. 

You  will  learn  with  appreciation,  I  am  sure,  that  the  Past  Presidents’ 
Parley  Roster,  recently  published,  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  the 
members  of  the  Parley  who  have  passed  beyond,  one  of  whom  was  our 
Mrs.  Wilkes. 

I  have  sent  out  the  bulletins  which  you  have  received.  In  an  effort  to 
stimulate  interest  in  the  accomplishment  of  some  special  aim,  I  have 
added  many  personal  notes.  At  all  times  I  have  tried  to  put  into  them  much 
information  and  some  inspiration. 

From  my  experience  of  two  years,  and  prompted  by  my  sincere  interest 
in  the  future  development  of  our  Organization,  I  beg  to  offer  the  following 
recommendations: 

First:  That  the  Finance  Committee  be  composed  of  three  members,  one 
appointed  for  a  term  of  three  years,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  one 
year,  and  that  the  Finance  Committee  prepare  and  present  a  tentative 
budget  to  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Second:  That  a  plan  to  co-ordinate  the  efforts  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  and  other  organizations  at  Oteen,  particularly  at  Christmas,  be 
worked  out. 

Third:  That,  while  making  no  distinction  in  the  love  and  cheer  we  try 
to  dispense  at  Oteen,  we  concentrate  any  material  aid  we  may  be  able  to 
render  on  the  men  receiving  no  compensation. 

Fourth:  That  every  District  Committeewoman  be  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  she  is  responsible  for  the  Units  within  her  District,  so  that  her 
service  may  represent  the  maximum  efficiency  to  the  Department  work. 

Fifth:  That  the  possibility  and  advisability  of  establishing  a  Department 
newspaper  be  considered. 

It  has  been  an  honor  to  serve  for  you  and  with  you.  The  best  that 
I  have  has  been  given  in  your  service,  and  in  the  service  of  our  great 
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Organization,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  For  the  future,  I  say  to 
you — “Too  low  they  build  who  build  beneath  the  stars.”  We  can  never 
rise  above  that  at  which  we  aim. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  LEE. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  the  Convention  gave  Miss  Lee 
a  rising  vote  of  thanks  for  her  report. 

The  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  report  of  Mrs.  John 
T.  Lowe,  First  Vice-President,  was  heard. 

REPORT  OF  FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 

The  duties  of  your  First  Vice-President  began  with  obedience  to  the  call 
to  attend  Executive  Committee  Meetings.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in 
Fayetteville,  following  the  Annual  Convention,  and  the  second  convened  in 

Greensboro. 

Outstanding  in  my  impression  of  the  year’s  routine  is  a  visit  of  a  few  days 
to  Oteen  with  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Lee.  Here  we  learned 
definitely  of  the  needs  of  many  of  our  sick  soldiers,  and  the  great  value 
of  the  Rehabilitation  Work  carried  on  by  our  Chairman,  Miss  Gwaltney. 
We  visited  Miss  Whitesides,  the  Child  Welfare  nurse,  saw  how  she  was 
developing  a  mere  cabin  into  rooms  for  holding  clinics,  and  introducing 
hygienic  education  among  the  mothers  and  children  living  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  Government  property.  During  our  three  days  of  intensive  study  of 
the  conditions  at  the  hospital,  we  were  extended  generous  aid  and  courtesies 
by  the  hospital  administration,  the  Red  Cross,  and  officers  of  the  Kiffin 
Rockwell  Post  and  Unit. 

On  the  second  of  May,  I  was  delegated  by  our  President  to  bring  greetings 
from  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  at  the  unveiling  of  the  Dixie 
Highway  Markers,  erected  by  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  on 
Pack  Square,  Asheville,  and  on  the  roadside  near  Old  Calvary  Church,  at 
Fletcher.  I  also  represented  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  in  the  toasts 
and  talks  at  the  dinner,  when  Mrs.  J.  M.  Gudger  entertained  at  Kenil¬ 
worth  Inn,  honoring  Dr.  Lucian  Lamon  Knight,  Historian  Emeritus  of 
Georgia. 

In  the  absence  of  Miss  Lee,  when  she  visited  the  Districts  in  the  east,  I 
continued  active  on  the  part  of  the  Department  in  protest  to  the  dis¬ 
mantling  of  the  Auxiliary  Sun  Parlors  at  Oteen. 

Attended  the  Post  Officers’  Conference  and  luncheon  in  High  Point, 
when  National  Commander  McQuigg  made  his  grand  plea  for  Americanism. 
While  in  that  city  I  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  with  the  Fifth  District, 
through  the  invitation  of  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  District  Committeewoman. 
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I  accepted  the  invitation  of  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Ninth  District 
Committeewoman,  to  the  meeting  in  Charlotte,  and  gave  a  brief  talk  on 
the  Preamble  of  our  Constitution. 

At  a  delightful  meeting  of  the  Samuel  C.  Hart  Unit,  Salisbury,  I  was 
invited  to  talk  on  the  ideals  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Assisted  Mrs.  Sam  Lee  in  organizing  a  Unit  in  Siler  City,  and  as  called 
upon  have  written  letters  and  sent  messages  to  help  influence  Units  to 
renew  and  enlarge  membership. 

It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  endeavor  to  promote  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  Service  man.  I  would  enjoy  making  a  report  of  greater  activities, 
hence  find  cheer  in  Browning’s  lines: 

“It  is  not  what  a  man  doeth  that  exalteth  him,  but 
what  a  man  would  do.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(MRS.  JOHN  T.)  AUVILA  LINDSAY  LOWE 

The  report  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan,  Second  Vice-President,  made  a  verbal 

report,  which  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

r- 

Mrs.  James  H.  Kennedy,  Rehabilitation  Chairman,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed  the  Convention  as  follows: 

Madam  President,  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary  : 

First,  may  I  say  how  very  happy  I  am  to  be  here?  I  don’t  know  anything 
that  has  pleased  me  more  than  when  I  was  asked  to  come  to  your  North 
Carolina  Convention. 

I  want  to  bring  you  the  sincere  regrets  of  our  President,  Mrs.  Biester.  I 
know  that  she  would  be  pleased  to  be  here,  but  the  demands  on  her  at  this 
time  are  so  great  that  it  was  impossible  for  her  to  come.  However,  she  sent 
you  her  love  and  best  wishes,  and  I  hereby  give  them  to  you. 

Unlike  Mark  Twain,  who,  having  waited  all  evening  long  for  his  time  to 
come  to  speak,  and  seeing  the  audience  one  by  one  get  tired  and  leave,  finally 
was  asked  to  make  his  address,  and  an  old  man  said,  “Just  what  are  you 
going  to  talk  about,”  and  Mr.  Clements  replied,  “Sir,  about  one  minute; 
Good  night.”  I  am  not  here  to  speak  about  one  minute,  but  I  won’t  take 
very  much  more  of  your  time. 

I  have  been  asked  to  talk  about  Rehabilitation.  Rehabilitation  is  a  big 
name,  but  it  is  a  big  name  for  a  big  work,  and  we  are  a  big  Organization, 
and  I  think  we  do  things  in  a  big  way.  Last  September  I  accepted  the  office 
of  Rehabilitation  Chairman  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  great  deal  of  trepidation, 
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because  I  was  following  Mrs.  Frederick  P.  Moore,  who  is  our  “Miss 
Gwaltney.”  No  boy  is  too  far  away  for  her  to  remember,  she  never  has  too 
many  boys,  and  she  never  is  too  ill  or  too  busy  to  give  of  her  time  and 
service. 

I  would  like  to  tell  you  of  a  few  of  our  problems,  and  the  kind  of  work 
that  is  presented  to  us.  I  shall  tell  you  about  some  of  the  outstanding 
cases  that  came  to  me  last  year. 

I  found  a  man  who  had  entrusted  his  meager  earnings  to  a  bank  that  had 
failed  and  the  little  that  he  had  saved  was  wiped  away.  The  American 
Legion  Post  funds  were  gone  also.  The  thing  that  worried  him  most,  and 
kept  him  from  getting  well,  was  the  fact  that  he  had  a  home  which  had  been 
furnished  on  the  installment  plan ;  the  last  installment  was  due  in  a  week 
or  two,  and  unless  it  was  paid  every  piece  of  furniture  would  be  taken  away. 
Mrs.  Moore  wrote  to  me,  and  said,  “Don’t  you  think  we  can  pay  that 
installment,  and  make  this  man  happy?”  Of  course  we  sent  the  money, 
saved  his  home,  and  made  him  content ;  and  I  had  a  nice  letter  from  him 
thanking  me  for  the  extra  money  sent  his  wife,  which  she  used  to  buy 
shoes  for  the  children  Another  case  of  a  boy  from  Erie,  Pa.,  who  was  in  a 
hospital  in  Philadelphia,  came  to  my  attention.  I  went  to  see  him,  and  he 
said,  “If  you  have  an  old  sweater  that  you  would  give  me — just  anything 
will  do— I  could  get  out  on  the  sun  porch  sometimes.”  I  talked  with  him  a 
long  while,  and  asked  him  if  he  would  not  rather  have  a  bathrobe.  He  said, 
“I  would  not  ask  so  much  of  you.”  The  next  day  I  sent  him  a  bathrobe 
and  some  slippers.  He  was  the  most  thankful  sort  of  person  you  can  imagine. 
We  visited  him  until  he  went  home  at  Christmas.  Another  case  was  that  of 
a  man  who  was  traveling  from  Baltimore  to  Toronto.  He  was  taken  sick 
on  the  train,  and  removed  to  a  hospital  in  Philadelphia,  and  operated  on  for 
appendicitis.  I  was  notified  that  he  was  an  ex-Service  man,  so  I  called  on 
him,  and  found  he  was  in  need  of  a  surgical  belt,  which  I  supplied,  and  also 
his  transportation  from  Philadelphia  to  Toronto.  Mrs.  Biester  visited  him 
on  Christmas  Day,  and  as  she  came  to  the  ward  she  could  hear  the  other 
boys  saying  to  him,  “Here  she  comes;  here  she  comes.”  They  all  had 
heard  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  wanted  to  notify  him  that  we  were  on  our  way. 
We  sent  him  the  usual  Christmas  gifts  that  we  give  to  the  boys  in  the 
hospitals,  and  fruit. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  individual  cases  that  are  coming  up  all  the 
time.  Of  course,  our  Christmas  work  is  our  big  work.  I  wrote 
to  some  one  hundred  hospitals,  and  asked  for  the  number  of 
Pennsylvania  boys  there,  and  found  eighteen  hundred.  They  were  scattered 
all  over  the  United  States.  We  sent  each  boy  a  check  for  one  dollar,  and  a 
C  hristmas  card,  and  every  boy  received  a  Christmas  stocking,  filled  with 
Christmas  gifts.  It  was  a  big  job,  and  up  until  Christmas  Eve  I  didn’t  think 
I  would  be  able  to  accomplish  what  I  was  trying  to  do.  But  probably  I 
was  the  happiest  woman  in  the  United  States  on  Christmas  Day — except 
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Miss  Gwaltney — because  I  had  done  a  little  work  for  these  boys  this  year. 
The  Units  were  back  of  me  one  hundred  per  cent.  Day  after  day  I  would 
have  telephone  calls  or  telegrams  saying,  “We  can  fill  ten  more  stockings,” 
until  I  decided  not  to  worry  about  it.  I  knew  I  would  get  those  stockings 
somewhere. 

The  hospitals  at  home — that  is,  in  Pennsylvania — are  numerous.  We 
have  a  United  States  Veterans’  Bureau  Hospital  in  Philadelphia,  No.  49, 
which  takes  care  of  nervous  and  mental  diseases;  the  Naval  Hospital  is  also 
there.  The  United  States  Veterans’  Bureau  Hospital  for  Tuberculosis  is  at 
Aspinwall.  There  is  also  a  Marine  Hospital  in  Pittsburgh,  and  besides  the 
Government  Hospitals,  we  have  Contract  Hospitals.  There  are  five  or  six 
State  Sanatoriums,  where  the  ex-soldiers  suffering  from  certain  ailments, 
chiefly  tuberculosis,  are  taken  care  of.  The  Units  in  and  around  Philadelphia 
visit  Hospital  49  every  week.  The  members  go  down  there  and  spend  prob¬ 
ably  two  hours,  dancing  with  the  boys,  and  taking  entertainments  where 
possible.  Certain  boys  are  allowed  the  use  of  the  Recreation  Hall,  and 
amuse  themselves  by  playing  the  Victrola,  playing  games,  or  doing  whatever 
they  want  to  do.  They  also  have  Vocational  Training  there,  and  we  help 
them  by  buying  the  work  they  do — basketry,  rag  rugs,  woolen  scarfs,  and 
all  that  sort  of  thing.  Members  of  the  Units  go  down  there  in  groups  of 
five  to  ten,  always  taking  a  treat  of  some  kind.  Mrs.  C.  R.  Kennedy,  the 
Red  Cross  Director,  stands  back  of  everything  we  do,  and  she  welcomes  us 
with  open  arms.  At  Christmas  times,  we  have  to  be  very  careful  what  sort 
of  things  we  send  these  boys,  because  most  of  the  men  are  irresponsible.  A 
great  many  of  them  don’t  know  anything  at  all  the  next  day,  but  they 
realize  at  the  time  that  somebody  is  thinking  of  them. 

Then  we  have  the  United  States  Veterans’  Hospital,  No.  42,  at  Perry 
Point,  Md.  That  is  also  a  hospital  for  nervous  patients,  in  which  there  are 
about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  boys  at  the  present  time.  We  have  the 
assistance  there  of  Miss  Irene  Grant,  the  Red  Cross  Director.  She  told  me 
last  year  she  had  the  best  Christmas  she  had  ever  had,  because  of  our 
assistance.  Members  of  different  Units  in  Pennsylvania  go  down  and  take 
entertainments,  treats,  and  gifts.  We  have  given  a  number  of  Victrolas,  also 
a  radio,  given  and  installed  by  one  Unit.  That  same  Unit  took  down  on 
one  occasion  enough  home-made  cake  for  all  the  boys,  and  the  Unit  only  has 
about  fifteen  members.  If  you  are  ever  up  that  way,  you  will  notice  a  group 
of  buildings  on  the  righthand  side  of  the  railroad,  just  after  you  cross  the 
bridge  at  Havre  de  Grace.  That  is  Perry  Point,  which  is  right  on  the 
Chesapeake.  One  Sunday  we  were  down  there  when  the  wind  was  blowing 
hard.  The  boys  suffer  from  the  cold,  though  the  Government  is  trying  to  do 
all  they  can  to  make  them  comfortable.  Some  of  the  boys  are  kept  in 
confinement,  because  they  are  irresponsible,  but  many  of  them  are  allowed 
the  privilege  of  the  grounds,  and  they  of  course  are  the  boys  whom  we  see. 
They  always  look  forward  to  the  days  that  we  visit  them.  Of  course,  the 
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athletic  training  of  these  boys  is  a  great  factor  in  the  care  of  them,  so  we 
have  endeavored  to  help  them  along  in  that  line.  We  have  given  dozens  of 
tennis  balls,  baseballs,  mits  and  gloves,  also  a  volley-ball  outfit.  Miss  Grant 
says  that  is  one  of  the  greatest  services  we  have  done.  I  don’t  know  how 
they  wear  them  out  so  quickly,  but  they  use  them  so  much  that  the  gloves 
and  bats  do  wear  out.  We  sent  new  equipment  just  last  month. 

Now  for  Oteen.  To  Oteen,  Pennsylvania  gives  her  best.  First,  let  me 
say  we  can’t  thank  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney  enough  for  what  she  does  for 
our  boys  there.  Through  her  wise  planning,  we  have  been  able  to  adopt 
twenty  wards.  I  will  not  enlarge  on  this,  as  Miss  Gwaltney  has  a  report 
on  the  work  at  this  Hospital,  and  I  am  sure  she  has  included  our  work.  But 
we  are  back  of  you  one  hundred  per  cent.,  North  Carolina,  in  everything 
you  do  there.  I  do  feel  that  Oteen  belongs  partly  to  us,  because  we  have 
always  had  a  soft  spot  in  our  hearts  for  North  Carolina.  Wherever  you 
want  to  do  at  Oteen,  you  can  always  depend  on  Pennsylvania  for  her  help. 

There  are  outings  to  be  provided  for  the  boys  in  Hospital  49.  These  boys 
are  being  taken  out  as  often  as  the  hospital  will  permit,  and,  during  the 
summer,  provided  with  ice  cream  and  cake.  Aspinwall  is  our  new  Hospital. 
We  have  furnished  two  sun  parlors  there,  Mrs.  Moore  having  been  Chairman 
of  that  fund  this  year.  There  are  probably  two  hundred  boys  there  now. 
Dr.  Brown,  the  head  of  the  Hospital,  has  been  wonderful  to  us,  and  we  feel 
that  he  is  with  us  in  everything  we  do  there ;  Mrs.  Moore  says  she  has  always 
been  received  very  cordially,  and  the  boys  look  forward  to  her  coming. 
She  has  taken  six  canaries  out  this  year.  The  boys  love  those  birds,  and  she 
says  they  care  for  them  just  as  they  would  for  a  child.  Then  we  help  the 
boys  in  other  ways — in  traveling,  buying  their  meals,  or  with  extra  trans¬ 
portation.  One  boy  had  a  new  baby  at  home.  The  Government  was  trans¬ 
ferring  him  from  one  hospital  to  another,  but  would  not  pay  his  trans¬ 
portation  by  way  of  his  home,  though  only  a  short  distance  out  of  the 
way.  They  would  only  send  him  by  the  most  direct  route.  We  made  it 
possible  for  him  to  stop  and  see  his  wife  and  baby.  These  little  things  count 
so  much  to  the  men,  I  think.  We  also  provided  baseball  suits  at  Aspinwall 
Hospital,  costing  about  one  hundred  and  seven  dollars.  They  are  having 
weekly  bus  rides  this  summer.  Mrs.  Moore  is  taking  charge  of  that  end  of 
it;  but  it  is  all  Rehabilitation  work. 

The  South  Mountain  Sanatorium  is  near  Waynesboro,  Pa.  Last  Spring, 
the  ex-Service  boys  were  transferred  from  there  to  Aspinwall  or  to  Oteen. 
The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  in  Chambersburg  outfitted  those  boys  when 
they  left.  They  found  out  what  they  needed,  and  sent  them  entirely  new 
clothing. 

These  are  just  some  of  the  high  points  of  our  work.  I  don’t  know  whether 
I  have  given  you  what  you  want  to  know,  but  I  hope  that  I  have.  I  feel 
that  this  has  been  one  of  the  best  years  of  my  life,  because  it  was  spent  in 
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this  work,  which  was  all  new  to  me  a  year  ago.  I  am  sure  that  the  time 
jrill  come  when  we  will  all  be  working  together,  just  as  North  Carolina  and 
Pennsylvania  are  now  doing.  I  think  there  is  no  limit  to  what  we  can  do. 
I  hope  the  time  will  not  be  long  before  everyone  will  realize  our  duty  to  hold 
high  the  torch  that  was  flung  to  us,  and  pray 

“Lord,  God  of  Hosts,  Be  with  us  yet, 

Lest  we  forget,  Lest  we  forget.” 

Mrs.  Miller  read  the  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Sam  H.  Lee,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  SECRETARY 

At  the  Executive  Committee  meeting,  on  the  night  of  September  8,  1925, 
immediately  following  the  Fayetteville  Convention,  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee  was 
reappointed  by  Miss  Lee  as  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  the 
Executive  Committee  approving. 

The  next  Department  Executive  Committee  meeting  was  held  in  Greens¬ 
boro,  at  the  O.  Henry  Hotel,  on  December  8,  and  this  meeting  was 
attended  by  your  Secretary. 

In  March,  in  company  with  the  Department  President,  Miss  Lee,  I 
attended  the  big  rally  in  High  Point,  to  welcome  National  Commander 
McQuigg  to  the  State.  While  in  High  Point,  it  was  my  pleasure  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Fifth  District,  which  had  been  called  by  the  District 
Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  of  Winston-Salem. 

In  June,  I  was  asked  by  friends  in  Oxford  to  come  there  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  an  Auxiliary  Unit  to  the  local  Post.  I  went,  and  talked  to 
a  large  gathering  of  most  enthusiastic  men  and  women.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Unit  has  not  yet  been  perfected,  but  we  are  still  working  to  this 
end,  and  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  report  Oxford  as  a  new  Unit.  On  this 
same  trip,  I  visited  the  newly  organized  Units  in  Chapel  Hill  and  Pittsboro, 
securing  in  both  towns  the  applications  for  their  permanent  charters,  and 
also  went  to  Siler  City,  assisting  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  First  Vice-President 
of  the  Department,  in  organizing  a  Unit.  This  Unit  has  proven  to  be  one 
of  the  very  best  in  our  Department. 

During  the  year,  I  have  sent  fifteen  bulletins  of  general  information  to  a 
mailing  list  of  more  than  two  hundred  names,  besides  several  special  bulletins 
for  various  State  Chairmen.  The  District  Committeewomen  were  sent  lists 
of  the  Counties  in  their  respective  Districts,  with  the  names  of  the  Legion 
Posts  and  Auxiliary  Units  in  these  Counties.  Much  correspondence  has 
been  done  regarding  the  formation  of  new  Units,  with  the  result  that 
twelve  have  been  added  to  the  Department,  bringing  the  total  number  of 
active  Units  to  sixty-one. 
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Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Units  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  State 
for  Miss  Lee’s  visit  there  early  in  the  Spring,  this,  naturally,  necessitating 
a  vast  amount  of  correspondence. 

Copies  of  Minutes  of  the  Omaha  National  Convention  were  sent  to  all 
Unit  Presidents,  State  Officers,  and  Committee  Chairmen.  Each  Unit  was 
furnished  a  list  of  Department  Officers  and  Chairmen,  and  every  Officer, 
Committeewoman,  and  Chairman  sent  a  list  of  Units  and  their  Presidents. 
The  names  of  the  Chairman  of  each  Committee  for  every  Unit  were  sent 
to  the  corresponding  Department  Chairman.  The  name  of  the  Chairman 
of  each  of  our  standing  committees  was  sent  to  the  Chairman  of  each 
corresponding  National  Committee,  and  the  entire  personnel  of  National 
Committees  was  furnished  each  of  our  State  Chairmen. 

The  new  membership  blanks,  giving  personal  information  and  also 
the  service  records  of  Legionnaire  relatives,  were  furnished  all  Units,  and 
approximately  three  thousand  of  these  have  been  returned  and  filed  for 
historical  records.  Of  this  number,  about  two-thirds  were  completed  by 
your  Secretary,  many  with  the  aid  of  affidavits  secured  from  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  this  and  other  States. 

Seventy-five  thousand  poppies,  made  by  the  disabled,  were  ordered  and 
distributed  by  Department  Headquarters  to  the  various  Units  and  Posts 
throughout  the  State. 

Several  Stands  of  Colors,  separate  Flags,  Banners,  Flag  stands,  Auxiliary 
lamps,  pins,  and  various  other  articles  bearing  the  insignia  have  been 
ordered  for  the  Units. 

Newspaper  publicity  has  been  secured  by  the  writing  of  various  articles 
for  the  State  papers  and  for  Capt.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  of  the  “Forward  Observa¬ 
tion  Post.” 

For  the  information  of  the  Convention,  I  am  pleased  to  announce  that 
the  membership  of  the  Department,  which  stood  2,254  at  the  close  of 
December,  1925,  has  increased  49.82  per  cent.,  making  our  total  membership 
as  of  August  23,  1926,  3,377. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  SAM  H.  LEE. 


RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 


September  1,  1925,  to  August  20,  1926 


Rehabilitation  . 

State  Dues . 

National  Dues . 

Charter  Fees  . 

Oteen  and  Otter  Lake  Billet 

Membership  Cards . 

Poppies . 


Receipts 

Disbursements 

1,581.84 

$  1,333.00 

1,774.00 

26.01 

886.75 

802.75 

59.30 

25.75 

180.00 

600.00 

12.92 
.  2,241.97 

1,535.15 
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National  Child  Welfare  .  506.85 

Contribution  Furnishing  National  Headquarters .  3.00 

Bond  Premiums  Unit  Treasurers .  92.00  80.00 

Postage  and  Telegraph  .  282.68 

Stationery  and  Printing  .  113.63 

Salary  Secretary  Treasurer  .  750.00 

Officers’  Traveling  and  Incidental .  487.25 

Auditing,  1925  . 75.00 

Miscellaneous  .  169.15  451.10 

Unit  Tax .  555.00 

Oteen  Nurse  Fund  .  1,892.00  700.00 

K.  W.  Barrett  Memorial  Fund . 116.50 


TOTAL  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  $  9,564.43 

Bank  Balance,  September  1,  1925 . .  2,357.11 

Bank  Balance,  August  20,  1926 . 

IN  SUSPENSE  . 


$  7,769.17 

4,065.22 

87.15 


TOTALS  . $11,921.54  $11,921.54 

Since  this  audit  was  made,  the  following  checks  have  been  paid  out: 


To  National  Treasurer,  A.  L.  A.,  National  Rehabilitation  Pledge .  $100.00 

To  National  Treasurer,  A.  L.  A.,  for  National  Child  Welfare .  339.16 

To  National  Treasurer,  A.  L.  A.,  for  dues  for  715  members,  5  char¬ 
ters,  and  141  names  on  rolls  of  same .  198.60 

To  Mrs.  John  Marshall,  Treasurer,  North  Carolina’s  contributions 

to  the  Kate  Waller  Barrett  Memorial  Portrait  Fund .  116.50 

For  Mimeograph  Work  .  58.50 


Total  .  $821.76 


Mrs.  Lee’s  report  was  accepted  with  a  rising  vote  of  thanks. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston  gave  her  report  as  Historian,  as  follows: 

HISTORICAL  REPORT 

It  is  said  that  “history  repeats  itself.”  Then  we,  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina,  are  repeating  this  year  what  has  gone  before, 
and  that  is  excellent  work  and  progress. 

Our  history  for  the  year  dates  back  to  the  Annual  State  Convention, 
which  was  held  in  Fayetteville,  September  7  and  8,  1925,  when  we  were  so 
hospitably  entertained  by  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  of  that  city. 

At  that  time,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  of  Monroe,  was  unanimously  elected  to 
serve  a  second  term  as  Department  President,  she  being  the  first  woman  on 
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whom  this  honor  had  been  bestowed.  In  addition  to  Department  President, 
Miss  Lee  also  served  as  National  Executive  Committeewoman  until  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1925,  completing  the  unexpired  term  of  Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes. 
Other  officers  elected  were:  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington,  First  Vice- 
President  (re-elected)  ;  Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan,  Fayetteville,  Second  Vice- 
President;  Mrs.  John  E.  Ray,  Raleigh,  Chaplain;  Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston,  South¬ 
ern  Pines,  Historian  (re-elected) ;  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Winston-Salem, 
National  Executive  Committeewoman;  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Salisbury,  Alternate 
National  Executive  Committeewoman.  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Monroe,  was  re¬ 
appointed  to  serve  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Membership  has  been  our  watchword  this  year,  and  with  Mrs.  Harry  F. 
Vass,  of  Winston-Salem,  as  Chairman,  we  have  increased  our  membership 
from  2,254  to  3,367  members.  With  the  organization  of  twelve  new  Units 
this  year,  the  Department  is  now  composed  of  sixty-one  active  Units. 

The  new  Units  are  Dixon,  No.  45,  Asheboro;  Watauga,  No.  130,  Boone; 
Joseph  G.  Henson,  No.  12,  Carthage;  Chapel  Hill,  No.  6,  Chapel  Hill; 
Dunn-Erwin,  No.  59,  Dunn;  James  I.  Neal,  No.  167,  Grover;  Jesse  B. 
Jones,  No.  123,  Mount  Airy;  Johnson-Lineberger,  No.  152,  Mount  Holly; 
Chatham,  No.  57,  Pittsboro;  Wayne-Mendenhall,  No.  93,  Siler  City;  Pou- 
Parish,  No.  132,  Smithfield;  and  Varner- Rhinehart,  No.  61,  Canton. 

In  addition  to  the  two  trophies  awarded  annually — one  for  the  greatest 
number  of  new  members,  and  one  for  the  highest  percentage  of  increase — 
Mrs.  James  C.  Smoot,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  Trophies  and  Awards,  reports 
that  three  new  cups  are  to  be  awarded  for  particular  effort  this  year — one 
given  by  the  Department  President,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  to  the  woman  who 
has  enrolled  the  greatest  number  of  new  members  during  the  year;  one  by 
the  Department  Secretary,  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  to  the  Unit  sending  in  the  greatest 
number  of  members,  old  or  new,  between  April  30  and  August  7 ;  and  one 
by  Mrs.  H.  F.  Vass,  Membership  Chairman,  to  the  Unit  sending  in  the 
greatest  number  of  new  members  between  April  30  and  August  7. 

The  following  Units  have  sent  in  histories  of  their  functioning,  and  I  wish 
I  had  the  space  to  enumerate  their  splendid  work,  but  it  can  only  be  briefly 
stated.  For  instance,  Wilmington  reports  that  thirty-nine  candidates  took 
out  naturalization  papers,  at  which  time  an  impressive  ceremony  was 
held,  and  each  one  was  presented  with  a  United  States  Flag,  a  Testament, 
and  a  manual  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  Raleigh  has  planted 
memorial  shrubs  in  the  Wake  County  courtyard,  in  memory  of  the  men 
of  the  county  who  served  in  the  World  War.  Lexington  speaks  of  their 
strong  co-operative  spirit  in  every  public  movement.  Charlotte  co-operated 
with  its  Legion  Post  in  an  impressive  Memorial  Service,  at  which  time  the 
State  Commander  of  the  Legion,  Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr.,  and  the  State 
President,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  were  guests.  Winston-Salem  had  speakers  in 
local  theaters  telling  of  Auxiliary  work,  thereby  enlarging  their  membership 
to  a  great  extent.  Rocky  Mount  put  the  Flag  Code  in  all  schools.  Green- 
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ville  won  a  prize  of  fifty  dollars  for  having  the  best  float  in  the  Eastern 
Carolina  Exposition  parade.  This  float  represented  a  battlefield  in  the 
World  War.  From  eye-witnesses  to  their  deaths,  Monroe  secured  a  com¬ 
plete  historical  record  of  the  service  of  Melvin  Deese,  for  whom  the  Post  is 
named,  and  of  Judge  Austin,  also  of  Union  County.  Both  of  these  men 
were  killed  in  action.  Asheville  has  a  splendid  report.  Scotland  Neck 
awarded  a  medal  in  the  public  schools  for  the  best  essay  on  “Why  America 
Entered  the  World  War.”  Concord  reports  having  presented  to  one  of  the 
public  schools  a  picture  of  Gen.  John  J.  Pershing,  Commander  of  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces,  in  memory  of  Miss  Annie  Snyder,  the 
recently  deceased  Chaplain  of  the  Unit.  Newton,  Belmont,  Fuquay 
Springs,  Southern  Pines,  Warrenton,  Gastonia,  Durham,  Salisbury,  Tarboro, 
Mooresville,  Sylva,  Hickory,  Kinston,  Wilson,  North  Wilkesboro,  Marion, 
New  Bern,  and  Snow  Hill  report  excellent  work,  particularly  for  the  boys  at 
Oteen;  and  we  feel  sure  that  all  other  Units  did  their  bit  for  our  disabled 
veterans. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  Chairman  of  Child  Welfare  and  Guardianship,  and 
also  a  member  of  the  National  Child  Welfare  Committee,  1925-1926,  tells 
us  that  the  meaning  of  Child  Welfare  is  getting  to  be  better  understood 
among  the  Units,  for  most  of  them  have  reported  work  of  this  nature 
having  been  done.  The  American  Legion  Monthly  Magazine  of  August 
has  a  very  interesting  article  called  “Two  Ounces  of  Prevention,”  which 
tells  about  the  clinic  and  nurse  sponsored  by  the  American  Legion  and 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  at  Oteen  for  the  wives  and  children  of  the  ex- 
Soldier  in  the  hospital.  This  work  was  started  last  year  with  Miss  Lula 
Whitesides,  R.  N.,  in  charge.  Miss  Alice  Gray,  Child  Welfare  Chairman 
of  the  Legion,  states,  “Jf  we  had  searched  the  whole  world  over,  we  could 
not  have  found  a  woman  better  fitted  to  the  position  of  educating  the 
mothers  and  caring  for  the  children  than  Miss  Whitesides.”  The^National 
Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Legion,  at  a  recent  meeting,  commended 
the  Oteen  Clinic  and  suggested  it  as  a  model  to  other  Departments. 

Mrs.  Charles  Young,  our  State  Legislative  Chairman,  has  been  very  active 
in  her  efforts  to  direct  the  Auxiliary  in  pushing  the  following  Bills,  the 
passage  of  which  the  Legion  urged.  They  are  the  Johnson  Bill — To  Amend 
the  World  War  Veterans’  Act;  The  Green  Bill — To  Amend  the  World  War 
Adjusted  Compensation  Act;  The  Fitzgerald  Bill — To  Retire  the  Disabled 
Emergency  Officers  of  the  World  War.  Mrs.  Young  has  sent  out  a  great 
many  letters,  and  telegrams  have  been  sent  to  our  Senators  and  Congress¬ 
men  urging  them  to  support  the  above  measures. 

Since  with  all  progress  must  come  changes,  our  Constitution  Chairman, 
Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  with  an  able  committee,  has  rewritten  the  Constitution, 
and  has  it  ready  to  present  to  the  Convention. 

Mrs.  Randolph  Redfern,  Emblem  Chairman,  reports  that  many  of  the 
local  organizations  have  purchased  pine  and  grave  markers,  and  that  some 
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planting  of  trees  along  the  highway  has  been  done.  Mrs.  Redfern’s  Unit, 
Melvin  Deese,  No.  27,  Monroe,  presented  a  gavel  made  from  wood  taken 
from  the  McKamie  cabin,  birthplace  of  Andrew  Jackson,  seventh  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  National  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Prison  Work  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Chas.  L.  Dunn,  Chairman, 
who  reports  much  good  having  been  done  for  the  men  who  have  taken 
a  wrong  step,  and  for  their  families,  who  suffer  in  consequence.  About  four 
hundred  thirty-three  dollars  have  been  spent  in  this  direction. 

On  Memorial  Day,  the  largest  Poppy  sale  in  our  history  was  conducted, 
approximately  103,000  poppies,  most  of  them  made  by  the  disabled,  having 
been  handled  through  the  Department.  Only  in  the  case  of  two  Units  were 
commercial  poppies  sold,  these  having  been  left  from  former  years,  before 
the  poppy-making  industry  by  our  disabled  was  established.  There  was  a 
general  observance  of  Memorial  Day  by  all  Units,  and  a  growing  interest 
is  noticeable  in  the  erection  of  memorials.  This  Department  has  been  ably 
handled  by  Mrs.  Mark  Lasitter,  of  Snow  Hill,  Memorial  Chairman. 

There  has  been  a  general  display  of  the  Flag  on  patriotic  days,  upon 
visits  of  National  Officers  and  of  District  Meetings.  The  proper  use  of  the 
Flag  has  been  fostered  by  our  Chairman  of  Americanism,  Mrs.  Cuthbert 
Martin. 

Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  our  Chairman  of  Rehabilitation,  reports  that,  in 
all,  the  Units  have  spent  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  Rehabili¬ 
tation  work  at  Oteen,  locally,  and  for  North  Carolina  men  in  other  hos¬ 
pitals.  Miss  Gwaltney  has  made  many  visits  to  Oteen,  and  her  devotion 
and  untiring  efforts  are  always  for  our  boys. 

Our  President  expressed  the  welcome  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  participated 
in  the  celebration  in  honor  of  the  National  Commander  of  the  Legion, 
Gen.  John  R.  McQuigg,  on  his  visit  to  High  Point,  March  11,  1926. 

The  Auxiliary’s  co-operation  with  Patriotic  and  Historic  Societies  is 
shown  by:  Presentation  of  greetings  at  the  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  held  in  Charlotte,  March  2  to  4, 
1926;  presentation  of  greetings  at  the  State  Meeting  of  the  United  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  Confederacy  at  Elizabeth  City,  October  20  to  23,  1925;  attendance 
at  Lee-Jackson  Day,  January  19,  1926,  in  Charlotte,  when  the  American 
Legion  Department  Commander,  Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr.,  was  the  speaker. 

Many  Units  have  aided  the  Disabled  Veterans  of  the  World  War  in  their 
sale  of  forget-me-nots,  sold  Stone  Mountain  Memorial  coins,  and  Red  Cross 
seals. 

Department  Headquarters  has  co-operated  with  National  Officers  in  all 
things,  carrying  on  every  phase  of  work.  Application  for  Membership 
Blanks  have  been  secured  from  practically  three  thousand  members. 

North  Carolina  was  awarded  one  of  the  first  Citations  of  Merit  at  the 
National  Convention,  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  October  5  to  9,  1925,  for  fulfdling 
the  following  requirements: 
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Increase  in  membership  over  previous  year. 

Every  Unit  permanently  chartered. 

Completion  of  quota  of  ten  cents  per  member  for  American  Legion 
Auxiliary’s  Chrildren’s  Billet,  at  Otter  Lake,  Mich. 

Contribution  of  quota  of  $1.00  per  Unit  for  furnishing  new  National 
Headquarters. 

Contribution  to  National  Rehabilitation  Fund. 

Forwarded  data  for  National  History,  Volume  1,  for  first  three  years  of 
the  Auxiliary. 

The  wording  of  the  Citation  is:  “This  is  to  certify,  That  the  Department 
of  North  Carolina  merits  special  commendation  and  recognition  for  its 
service  in  carrying  forward  the  National  Program  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  and  for  contributing  to  its  achievements  during  the  administrative 
year,  nineteen  hundred,  twenty-four,  twenty-five.  Signed.  Claire  Oliphant, 
National  President.  Bess  B.  Wetherholt,  National  Secretary.” 

The  Department  Banner  and  Unit  Banner  of  Melvin  Deese  Unit  proudly 
bear  citation  bands,  with  the  words,  “Omaha,  1925,”  awarded  because  they 
were  carried  in  the  parade  at  the  National  Convention.  These  are  the 
first  awards  made  by  the  National  Organization. 

Miss  Lee,  at  the  National  Convention  at  Omaha,  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Permanent  Organization.  On  the  opening  afternoon,  the 
Convention  held  a  Memorial  Service  for  the  National  Officers  and  Depart¬ 
ment  Presidents  who  had  passed  on.  Miss  Lee  gave  the  tribute  of  love  and 
remembrance  for  Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  our  much  beloved  Past  President 
and  National  Committeewoman,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  Mrs.  Harry  F. 
Vass,  of  Winston-Salem,  added  one  perfect  rosebud  to  the  three  which  had 
preceded  it  in  a  vase,  each  pink  bud  representing  the  beauty  and  perfection 
of  the  life  of  one  of  our  Auxiliary  sisters  whose  absence  was  mourned. 

In  honor  of  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  organizing  President  of  the  Auxiliary  in 
North  Carolina,  and  National  Vice-President  of  the  Southern  Division  for 
the  year  1924-1925,  the  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  at  its  1925  Con¬ 
vention,  presented  a  settee  to  the  new  National  Headquarters.  Early  in  the 
year,  a  bronze  tablet  was  attached  with  the  following  inscription: 

Presented  by 

The  Department  of  North  Carolina 
American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
In  honor  of  the  service  of 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt 

National  Vice-President,  Southern  Division, 

September  19,  1924,  to  October  9,  1925 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Greetings  taken  to  the  Paris  Unit  last 
year  by  Mrs.  D.  B.  Desbriere-Irwin  were  made  a  part  of  their  historical 
records. 

Through  the  daily  press  and  the  “Forward  Observation  Post,”  the  activities 
of  the  Auxiliary  have  been  kept  before  the  public,  and  through  this  medium 
the  public  is  learning  of  the  splendid  work  and  progress  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary. 

In  the  past  year,  your  Historian  has  written  and  answered  many  letters, 
and  sent  out  bulletins  in  regard  to  the  Units  keeping  their  local  history  and 
'  requesting  them  to  send  in  newspaper  clippings  which  may  be  put  into  the 
Scrap  Book. 

Copies  of  Volume  1  of  the  National  History  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  have  been  mailed  to  the  Units  which  purchased  them. 

Three  copies  of  the  Yearbook  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  1921- 
22-23,  and  a  copy  of  the  Past  President’s  Parley  Roster,  together  with  a 
copy  of  Volume  1  of  the  National  History  of  the  Auxiliary,  have  been  sent 
to  Mr.  A.  R.  Newsome,  Secretary  of  the  State  Historical  Commission,  to  be 
placed  in  the  files  of  the  Commission. 

This  closes  our  history  for  the  year.  We  are  proud  of  what  we  have 
accomplished.  May  we  ever  go  forward,  true  to  our  ideals  of  service  to 
our  God,  our  Country  and  our  fellow-man. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(MRS.  J.  E.)  HELEN  L.  POLSTON. 

Mrs.  Polston’s  report  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass  read  the  report  of  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet, 
on  Child  Welfare,  as  follows: 

CHILD  WELFARE  REPORT 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  great  satisfaction  that  I  render  my  Child  Welfare 
Report  for  1926.  Who  could  feel  otherwise,  when  one  sees  the  work,  which 
we  have  thought  of  and  planned  for,  going  forward  with  marked  success? 

Miss  Lula  Whitesides,  our  faithful  and  ever  vigilant  nurse,  has  been  in 
and  out  among  the  homes  of  our  ex-Service  men,  gaining  the  love  and 
confidence  of  their  families,  and  playing  the  part  of  big  sister  to  their 
wives  and  mothers.  We  must  remember  that  most  of  these  mothers  who 
come  to  the  clinic  are  young  and  inexperienced,  often  ignorant  of  what 
they  owe  their  first  offspring.  How  grateful  they  must  feel  to  be  enlight¬ 
ened  in  such  a  sweet  and  patient  way ! 

Truly,  “an  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure.”  The  biggest 
part  of  Miss  Whitesides’  work  is  educational.  To  be  successful,  she  has 
to  be  more  than  a  teacher,  more  than  a  nurse.  She  has  to  convince  them 
of  her  sincere  interest,  and  that  she  is  their  friend,  before  she  can  gain  their 
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confidence.  Alas!  how  prone  we  are  to  feel  that  any  disease  contracted  by 
one  of  our  own  family  doesn’t  require  the  same  precaution  as  if  it  were 
in  our  neighbor’s  family.  Many  times  it  takes  weeks  and  even  months  to 
convince  a  mother  that  all  of  these  precautionary  measures  are  solely  for 
her  good  and  that  of  her  child.  It  is  perhaps  natural  for  the  Hospital 
authorities  to  feel  the  first  concern  of  their  patients  is  to  get  well,  but  these 
men  are  human,  and  have  hearts,  just  as  we  have.  How  can  they  get  the 
rest  with  a  carefree  mind  when  they  have  family  cares  which  cannot  be 
forgotten?  Imagine  the  relief  which  comes  to  them  to  know  that  in  our 
nurse  they  have  a  friend  who  will  help  in  every  way  she  can  and  at  any 
time  a  call  comes  to  her. 

Miss  Whitesides,  feeling  that  her  effort  would  be  much  more  effective 
if  she  had  a  health  center,  talked  it  over  with  Miss  Gray  and  myself.  We 
readily  agreed  with  her,  and  set  about  to  secure  same.  We  had  tried  all  of 
last  year  to  get  a  building  on  the  reservation.  In  January,  Miss  Gray  and 
I  went  to  Oteen,  determined  to  get  a  place  for  a  clinic.  We  had  an  appoint¬ 
ment  with  the  Medical  Director  of  the  Hospital,  Colonel  Odenhall,  who 
assured  us  of  his  interest  in  our  Child  Welfare  work,  but  said  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  for  him  to  furnish  us  a  building  for  our  clinic.  After  this  interview, 
we  went  house  hunting.  Miss  Whitesides  taking  us  in  our  Ford,  we  went 
from  house  to  house  up  and  down  the  highway  till  we  came  to  the  “little 
log  cabin”  so  dear  to  our  hearts.  We  found  the  owner  away  from  home, 
so  we  had  to  go  back.  He  told  us  that  other  parties  had  spoken  for  the 
house;  he  promised  that  if  they  didn’t  take  it,  we  could  have  it  for  $20.00 
per  month.  The  question  then  arose,  how  could  we  finance  this  additional 
expense,  for  it  would  mean  more  than  this  amount  with  incidentals 
necessary  for  the  maintenance.  We  pondered  for  some  time — when  Miss 
Gray  said  to  Miss  Whitesides,  “Take  it  if  you  can  get  it.  I  will  see  that 
we  get  the  money.” 

On  the  train,  as  we  talked  it  over,  Miss  Gray  exclaimed,  “I  have  a 
thought!  I  am  going  to  ask  five  members  of  our  Clyde  Bolling  Post  to 
finance  this  for  us.”  On  her  return  home,  she  went  to  these  men,  who 
expressed  much  interest  in  our  undertaking,  each  one  giving  her  the  amount 
in  full  for  the  year,  with  the  promise  to  continue  the  contribution  as  long 
as  we  needed  it.  Then,  how  could  we  get  the  equipment  for  the  Clinic? 
We  remembered  the  D.  A.  V.’s  at  Oteen  had  given  us  $100  toward  the 
work,  which  we  had  never  called  for,  so  with  this  amount,  and  some  help 
from  individuals,  Miss  Whitesides  got  busy,  cleaned  up  the  house,  painted 
the  walls,  and  bought  such  things  as  were  needed.  I  do  wish  you,  every¬ 
one,  could  drop  in  to  see  her  busy  with  her  little  flock  during  clinic  hours, 
weighing  and  examining  them,  and  giving  the  mothers  advice  as  to  diet, 
cleanliness,  etc.  The  other  hours  she  spends  visiting,  going  from  house  to 
house,  taking  special  cases  to  other  clinics  where  they  are  examined  and 
treated  by  the  best  of  doctors.  She  has  persuaded  a  number  of  mothers 
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to  be  examined,  and  in  some  cases,  has  found  tuberculosis  in  its  incipiency. 
I  recall  one  case,  a  little  girl  ten  years  of  age,  who  had  a  decided  infection. 
This  child  was  put  under  the  observation  of  one  of  the  best  tuberculosis 
specialists  in  Asheville,  the  expense  of  the  treatment  being  borne  by  a 
friend  in  Winston-Salem.  I  am  glad  to  report  her  latest  tests  have  all 
proven  negative.  Dr.  Lee,  of  the  State  Sanitarium,  who  has  held  two 
clinics  in  our  building,  and  co-operated  in  every  way,  advises  that  her 
tonsils  should  be  removed.  This  will  be  done  before  time  for  her  school 
to  open. 

Another  case — a  little  boy  who  needed  orthoepdic  treatment.  The 
mother  was  persuaded  to  send  him  to  the  Orthopedic  Hospital  in  Gastonia. 
On  Miss  Whitesides’  recent  visit  to  Gastonia,  she  went  out  to  see  him,  and 
found  him  very  happy,  and  a  general  favorite  among  the  hospital  staff. 
Many  are  the  stories  I  could  tell  of  her  experiences,  some  of  them  so  heart¬ 
rending  they  would  ’most  break  your  heart. 

Is  this  work  worth  while?  This  is  a  floating  population,  here  today, 
gone  tomorrow,  with  each  day  others  coming  to  take  their  places.  This 
work  is  preventive  and  educational  work  rather  than  one  which  combats 
disease.  Mothers  are  urged  to  keep  their  children’s  weight  just  above 
the  normal,  because  of  the  additional  handicap  with  which  they  start  in 
life.  Even  those  mothers  who  remain  only  a  few  weeks  go  away  with  a 
better  knowledge  of  home  life  and  the  care  of  their  children;  also  they 
have  been  taught  the  most  nourishing  diet  for  the  child,  and  that  they 
should  be  trained  to  partake  of  such  diet  as  will  build  them  up  physically, 
so  they  may  be  able  to  combat  any  disease. 

The  report  of  the  last  survey,  made  August  19,  shows  136  families  of 
Oteen  patients  within  a  radius  of  two  miles  of  the  reservation.  Soon  after 
opening  our  clinic,  a  committee  came  to  Miss  Whitesides  asking  permis¬ 
sion  to  open  a  Sunday  School  in  the  building.  This  was  granted,  and  Miss 
Whitesides  writes  us  the  Sunday  School  has  grown  so  that  classes  have  to 
be  held  out  of  doors. 

Besides  our  work  at  Oteen,  I  am  glad  to  report  a  better  understanding  of 

the  meaning  of  Child  Welfare  in  our  local  Units. 

The  following  Auxiliary  Units  have  sent  reports.  Most  of  them  have 
found  Child  Welfare  work  right  in  their  own  communities,  and  have 
helped  in  a  substantial  way: 

Asheboro,  Asheville,  Belmont,  Boone,  Concord,  Charlotte,  Durham, 
Fuquay  Springs,  Gastonia,  Greensboro,  Greenville,  Henderson,  Hickory, 
High  Point,  Kings  Mountain,  Kinston,  Lexington,  Lenoir,  Louisburg, 
Marion,  Mooresville,  North  Wilkesboro,  Statesville,  Raleigh,  Rocky  Mount, 
St.  Pauls,  Salisbury,  Sanford,  Scotland  Neck,  Wilmington,  Southern  Pines, 
Sylva,  Snow  Hill,  Warrenton,  Wilson,  Winston-Salem. 

The  four  outstanding  Units  in  contributions  to  local  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  work  are  Winston-Salem,  $497.75,  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  Presi- 
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dent,  and  Mrs.  Moses  Shapiro,  Child  Welfare  Chairman;  Raleigh,  $264.69, 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Gosney,  President,  and  Miss  Katherine  Rogers,  Child  Welfare 
Chairman;  North  Wilkesboro,  $150.00,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Smoot,  Jr.,  President,  and 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Horton,  Child  Welfare  Chairman;  Asheville,  $147.50,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Claverie,  President,  and  Mrs.  Richard  Tighe,  Child  Welfare  Chairman.  The 
total  amount  contributed  for  the  year  is  $2,054.55. 

To  those  who  report  no  Child  Welfare  work  in  their  communities,  I  would 
suggest  that  you  keep  looking,  for  I  feel  sure  it  is  there.  While  I  have  not, 
apparently,  been  as  active  in  the  work  this  year,  the  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Chairman,  Miss  Alice  Gray,  and  I  have  worked  in  perfect  harmony — 
when  I  couldn’t  go  she  represented  us  both.  Just  here,  I  want  to  express 
my  appreciation,  for  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  her.  There  has  never  been 
a  forward  step  taken  that  we  haven’t  both  considered  and  agreed  upon. 
We  have  had  the  work  under  our  close  supervision,  she  having  visited 
Oteen  five  times  since  last  Convention,  and  I  once,  at  our  own  expense. 

Miss  Whitesides’  work  has  been  most  satisfactory.  We  regret  very  much 
that  she  has  tendered  her  resignation,  effective  September  1 ;  but  who  can 
censure  her,  when  she  is  accepting  a  very  flattering  position  in  the  schools  of 
her  home  town,  where  she  can  be  at  home  with  her  mother?  While  we 
hate  to  give  her  up,  we  consider  ourselves  most  fortunate  to  have  secured 
the  services  of  Miss  Louise  Rinehardt,  of  Black  Mountain.  Miss  Rinehardt 
volunteered  for  service,  was  sent  to  Camp  Sevier,  went  overseas  with 
United  States  Base  Hospital  No.  45,  and  was  later  on  duty  at  Kenilworth 
Hospital,  Oteen  Hospital,  and  at  Dawson  Springs,  Ky.,  until  her  health  failed, 
which  forbade  her  “carrying  on.”  She  has  just  recently  returned  from 
taking  a  two  years’  course  at  Roosevelt  Hospital,  New  York.  Miss  Rine- 
hardt  will  attend  the  Convention,  and  I  beg  you  to  meet  her,  and  pledge 
her  the  same  loyal  support  you  have  given  Miss  Whitesides  in  her  fourteen 
months  of  service. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  on  the  National  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee,  with  Mrs.  S.  E.  Hudson,  of  Texas,  as  our  able  Chairman  It  is 
a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  I  was  unable  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
Legion  Child  Welfare  Committee,  March  18  and  19,  to  which  I  was 
appointed  as  a  special  member  representing  the  Auxiliary. 

I  would  not  feel  right  to  close  my  report  without  expressing  my  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  honor  you  conferred  upon  me  by  giving  me  the  opportunity 
of  serving  you  a  second  term  as  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  and  assuring  you  . 
it  has  been  a  labor  of  love. 

With  all  good  wishes  for  continued  success  in  the  work, 

Respectfully  submitted, 


MRS.  JAMES  K.  NORFLEET 
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The  report  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

The  meeting  recessed,  to  meet  in  a  joint  session  with  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion. 


JOINT  SESSION 

Convening  with  the  Legion,  the  Auxiliary  heard  the  Hon. 
Josephus  Daniels  in  an  address.  Mr.  Daniels  was  introduced  by 
Commander  Stevens,  as  follows: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  we  have  now  arrived  at  a  time  on  our  program 
when  I  know  you  will  be  delighted.  It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  your 
Convention  Committee  to  bring  before  you  men  of  exceptional  National 
prominence,  men  who  have  made  something  of  themselves  in  life,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  this  man,  who  has  his  proper  sphere  in  North  Carolina  because 
of  his  activities.  We  can  recall  that  during  the  War  it  was  the  armies  that 
did  most  of  the  fighting  on  the  actual  battlefields,  but  there  was  a  means  of 
transportation  that  we  had  to  use,  and  the  speaker  this  morning  has  by  his 
efforts  and  his  work  gone  down  in  history  as  the  greatest  manager  of  that 
particular  job  that  as  yet  has  lived.  And  again,  my  friends,  I  say,  it  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  bring  this  man  to  our  Convention,  here  before  our  own 
people — not  some  man  that  was  born  in  some  foreign  or  far-off  region,  but 
one  of  our  own  native  sons;  and  it  is  a  pleasure  for  this  Convention  to  do 
honor  to  the  speaker  of  the  morning,  the  Hon.  Josephus  Daniels,  of  Raleigh, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  during  the  World  War.  (Applause.  Much  applause; 
all  stood  up.) 

Hon.  Josephus  Daniels: 

Commander,  Comrades  and  Shipmates: 

As  I  look  into  your  faces  this  morning,  I  am  carried  back  to  a  certain 
day  to  one  of  the  most  impressive  scenes  I  have  ever  been  privileged  to 
witness.  On  Easter  morn,  in  191Q,  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  in  that 
portion  of  Germany  under  the  occupation  of  the  American  troops,  as  they 
passed  in  review  on  the  heights  of  Vallendar,  that  wonderful  place  on  the 
Rhine,  which  for  hundreds  of  years  had  been  the  scene  of  the  gathering 
of  the  hosts  of  the  German  army,  when  the  Kaiser  came  to  review  them, 
and  to  give  them  inspiration  for  battle.  But,  on  that  day,  no  goosestep  of 
German  troops  marched  over  that  historic  drill  ground,  but  more  than 
forty-four  thousand  American  soldiers  and  marines;  and  it  seemed  to  me  I 
had  never  beheld  such  specimens  of  manhood.  I  had  seen  those  young  men 
entrain  at  Hoboken  and  go  across  the  seas,  a  year  and  more  before.  That 
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day  they  were  no  longer  lads,  boys,  they  were  bronzed  veterans.  When  the 
review  was  over,  the  boys  called  for  a  few  words,  and  I  said  to  them,  “What 
shall  I  talk  about?”  With  the  rhythm  of  long  training,  they  cried  out, 
“Talk  about  going  home!”  And  I  said  to  them,  “The  last  man  I  saw  in 
Washington  before  sailing  was  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
to  you  that  arrangements  are  being  made  whereby  you  shall  go  home  as  fast 
as  ships  can  ride.”  Then  this  same  forty-four  thousand  men  in  rhythm 
cried  out,  “How  soon?”  and  I  used  with  them  the  only  French  I  knew,  “Toot 
sweet.”  (Laughs.) 

We  have  come  a  long  way  since  that  day,  and  many  illusions  have  beckon¬ 
ed  us  in  days  of  drifting  and  indecision.  I  sometimes  wonder  if  every  genera¬ 
tion  is  stampeded  or  troubled  by  illusions.  In  the  year  1913,  before  the  war 
cloud  had  broken  on  the  world,  there  came  to  the  City  of  Washington  a 
distinguished  writer,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  pessimists  and  one  of  the 
ablest  writers  of  the  English  language.  At  a  dinner  given  to  him,  he  discussed 
the  one  thing  which  he  had  made  the  whole  world  think  about,  and  that  was 
his  book,  “The  Great  Illusion.”  In  that  book,  as  you  know,  he  combatted 
the  theory  held  from  the  earliest  time,  that  war  could  benefit  anybody.  He 
said  there  never  was  an  illusion  with  so  little  foundation  as  that  victory  in 
war  could  bring  financial  or  other  benefit.  In  our  day,  said  he,  we  nations 
must  issue  bonds  to  go  to  war;  that  everything  is  changed;  that  in  the  old 
days  men  went  to  war  and  lived  upon  the  enemy,  and  when  one  side  was 
victorious  they  enslaved  the  men  they  conquered,  but  now  with  us  it’s  all 
changed,  and  if  we  should  have  another  great  war  the  vanquished  would 
be  in  as  strong  position  as  the  victor.  And  he  illuminated  and  illustrated 
that  idea.  It  was  rather  a  strange  one,  particularly  to  the  Army  and  Navy 
Officers  present,  and  as  I  went  back  with  some  of  them,  back  to  the  Navy 
Department,  they  said  they  had  never  heard  a  man  speak  so  much  nonsense 
in  their  lives.  “Why,”  they  said,  “look  at  the  great  British  Empire,  upon 
whose  dominions  the  sun  never  sets.  Its  greatness  and  power  and  wealth 
are  due  to  its  magnificent  navy  that  has  conquered  Nations  and  held  them 
as  Colonies.  France,  in  days  gone  by,  won  her  wealth,  like  the  Roman 
Empire,  by  conquest;  and  think,”  they  said,  “of  the  absurdity  of  believing 
that  our  wars  can  be  fought  and  the  victor  not  achieve  what  he  fought  for, 
economic  power  and  wealth.”  Well,  time  passed  on,  and  a  man  in  this 
world,  with  his  War  Lords,  a  dreamer,  a  theorist,  believed  that  he  could 
go  to  war  with  the  World,  and  that,  if  he  won,  his  will  would  dominate  the 
World  and  all  Nations  would  be  tributary  to  the  German  government.  So 
that  great  war  came  upon  the  world,  and  deluged  it  in  blood,  and  if  America 
in  the  crucial  hour  had  not  called  you  and  your  comrades  and  shipmates  to 
the  Colors,  one  of  two  things  would  have  happened:  There  would  have  been 
a  stall,  and  no  victory ;  or  the  Kaiser  would  have  had  an  opportunity  to  test 
whether  it  was  a  great  illusion,  that  of  victory,  economic  power,  and  wealth. 
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But,  fortunately  for  mankind,  that  victory  did  not  come,  and  the  test  has  not 
been  made  in  our  generation. 

But  today  we  sit  here  looking  back  over  these  years,  and  are  we  quite 
sure  that  Norman  Angell  was  a  dreamer?  Have  we  not  evidence  upon 
evidence  that  he  spoke  wisely  and  prophetically?  Who  won  the  World 
War?  Suppose  a  man  from  Mars,  who  knew  nothing  about  the  struggle 
and  what  went  before  and  has  gone  after,  could  today  fly  over  Europe 
and  look  down  from  his  airplane  as  he  entered  Europe  from  the  eastern  side. 
Flying  over  Germany,  what  would  he  see?  Not  an  acre  of  land  injured  by 
war,  not  a  factory  demolished,  not  a  church  destroyed,  peaceful,  happy, 
smiling  people,  and  fruitful  acres,  never  touched  or  injured  in  the  least  in 
the  combat !  And  then,  as  his  ship  would  fly  over  the  Rhine,  and  he  would 
look  down  upon  Belgium !  The  awfulest  sight  I  ever  saw  is  the  land  in 
Belgium,  into  which  the  gas  was  poured,  which  destroyed  its  fertility.  As 
he  looked  down  on  Belgium,  and  went  on  into  France,  looking  still  at  the 
ugly  scars  and  the  yet  unfinished  Cathedral  at  Rheims  and  the  University  at 
Lathan  and  all  about,  looking  down  at  Verdun  upon  battlefields  where  more 
men  were  killed  than  in  any  battle  in  the  tide  of  time;  what  do  you  suppose 
this  man  would  say?  “There  has  been  a  great  war  in  this  world,”  he  would 
say.  “Look  at  how  these  poor  nations  of  France  and  Belgium  are  scarred 
and  disfigured  and  injured,  and  look  at  the  smiling  unbroken  lands  of  Ger¬ 
many,  with  its  smokestacks  all  untouched.”  And  he  would  say,  “Poor 
France,  and  poor  Belgium,  they  must  have  surrendered  to  their  superior 
power,  the  powerful  German  Army.”  But  suppose  he  would  come  down 
from  the  air,  and  suppose  he  would  go  into  Berlin  and  to  the  great  cities 
and  the  farms  of  Germany.  What  would  he  see  there?  He  would  see 
sad-hearted  women  mourning  for  their  lost  ones,  but  he  would  see  no 
devastation  of  property,  and  as  he  went  into  Belgium  and  France  he  would 
see  people  rebuilding,  rebuilding  out  of  their  own  resources,  because  they 
have  been  denied  the  just  reparation  which  Germany  ought  to  have  paid 
them.  (Much  applause.)  And  he  would  say,  “The  tragedy  of  tragedies, 
1870  repeated,  and  France  again  prostrate,  and  Germany  victorious!”  Well, 
the  years  have  gone  by.  Suppose  he  had  gone  over  or  sailed  over  to 
Turkey?  Of  all  of  the  results  of  the  War,  the  one  that  is  the  most  disap¬ 
pointing  and  disheartening  is  what  has  happened  to  Turkey.  That  nation 
owed  a  gratitude  to  Britain  beyond  any  gratitude  that  any  nation  ever 
owed  to  another  Nation,  when  Britain  gave  it  independence  and  power, 
without  which  Turkey  would  have  been  a  century  ago  absorbed  by  Russia; 
and  yet  when  the  struggle  came  the  Turks  sided  with  Germany.  They  made 
a  war  that  lasted  longer  and  was  more  cruel.  What  do  we  find  in  Turkey 
today?  Nobody  hurt,  nobody  killed,  no  money  lost,  not  an  ugly  scar 
from  war  from  one  end  of  Turkey  to  the  other.  More  than  that,  Turkey 
stands  with  new  power,  and  today  if  an  American  in  that  benighted 
country  of  Turkey  should  be  on  trial  for  any  cause,  though  for  hundreds 
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of  years,  or  a  hundred  years,  America  has  had  its  own  courts,  and  tried  its 
own  Nationals,  a  new  treaty  gives  Turkey  the  power  to  put  out  those 
judges,  and  to  compel  the  Nationals  of  all  Nations  to  be  subject  to  the 
rule  of  the  Unspeakable  Turk!  In  one  of  the  fourteen  points  which  were 
accepted  by  all  of  the  Nations  was  a  guarantee  that  that  portion  of  the 
Turkish  Empire  under  other  Nations’  control  should  have  its  sovereignty, 
but  all  of  the  peoples  under  Turkish  control  should  be  guaranteed  their 
protection  and  rights,  and  that  the  Dardanelles  should  be  forever  open  to 
the  ships  of  every  Nation.  And  yet,  the  visitor  from  Mars  would  see, 
and  we  would  see,  that  Turkey,  because  of  its  oil  and  tobacco  interests, 
stands  as  the  proof  of  the  great  illusion  that  war  hurts  the  conquered! 

And  so,  let  us  pass  the  Armistice  and  come  to  our  day.  The  War  has 
shown  us  all  that  Norman  Angell,  in  part,  was  right;  that  it  is  a  great 
illusion,  and  not  impossible  to  believe  now,  that  a  Nation  can  win  anything 
by  war.  The  nations  that  have  won  most  by  war  are  those  that  are 
conquered,  and  sometimes,  when  this  fact  is  realized,  men  who  served  in 
the  War  in  those  dreadful  days  are  saying  to  themselves,  “We  quit  too 
soon;  we  ought  to  have  crossed  the  Rhine;  we  ought  to  have  gone  over  to 
Berlin;  and  we  ought  to  have  made  the  German  people  understand  the 
result  of  war” — but  they  would  be  wrong  about  that.  General  Foch  was 
right  when  he  said,  “The  object  of  war  is  to  obtain  results,”  and  when  the 
Armistice  was  pending,  he  said,  “If  we  can  secure  the  same  results  by 
Armistice  as  by  arms,  it  would  be  a  crime  to  go  further  in  battle.” 

The  years  have  passed.  These  last  years  since  you  men  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  returned  from  France,  or  came  out  of  training  ready  to  go  to 
France,  these  have  been  trying  years.  I  see  in  the  paper  this  morning  that 
President  Elliot,  whom  I  regard  as  the  greatest  man  in  America,  has 
.  passed  away.  A  fern  months  ago  he  said,  “The  world  is  drifting  into  inde¬ 
cision  and  indifference,  and  there  is  need  of  a  leadership  and  fellowship 
that  shall  be  worthy  of  the  sacrifices  of  the  men  of  1917  and  1918.”  Have 
we  had  that  leadership?  What  is  the  great  illusion  of  today?  There  will 
never  come  a  time  when  Nations  will  not  have  differences  of  opinion,  there 
will  never  come  a  time  when  Nations  will  not  see  things  differently,  and 
when  grievances  will  not  come  between  them.  There  are  only  two  ways 
to  settle  them,  gentlemen.  One  way  is  the  way  you  employed  in  1917  and 
1918,  and  the  other  is  to  set  up  some  universal  tribunal,  having  the  respect 
of  mankind,  destroying  no  Nation’s  power,  but  strengthening  it  by  cement¬ 
ing  it  with  a  love  of  peace  by  all  the  world.  Now,  the  great  illusion  of 
today  is,  that  we  may  have  peace  by  wishing  it,  that  somehow  it  will  come 
about.  That  “somehow”  reminds  me  of  the  race  of  men  that  Kipling  tells 
about,  the  monkeys  in  the  jungles  of  India,  of  how  these  monkeys,  chat¬ 
tering  and  jumping  from  limb  to  limb,  went  out  on  a  limb  and,  attaching 
themselves  to  the  limb  by  the  tail,  sang  in  unison, 
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“We  are  hanging  on  the  branchy  bough, 

Thinking  the  good  things  we  know, 

Something  noble,  something  wise  and  good, 

Being  done  by  wishing  we  could!” 

The  world  today  is  hoping  that  universal  peace  and  brotherhood  and  end 
of  war  may  come — by  wishing  it  could  come!  As  great  an  illusion  as  that 
a  conquering  Nation  will  get  rich  by  victory !  What  have  we  been  doing 
to  ourselves  when  there  was  need  of  a  real  remedy,  when  we  needed  a 
great  physician  or  surgeon?  We  have  been  calling  in  quacks,  we  have  been 
depending  on  nostrums  or  bread  pills. 

First  and  foremost  of  all  these  bread  pills,  we  had  the  separate  peace 
with  Germany !  A  tragedy  of  tragedies,  which  no  man  who  fought  can 
look  back  upon  without  a  feeling  of  shame.  I  have  almost  always  thought 
him  wrong,  and  I  haven’t  always  agreed  with  him,  but  when  Senator 
Lloyd  said,  “A  separate  peace  with  Germany  will  mean  National  dishonor 
and  disgrace,”  he  was  right!  The  duty  of  America  was  to  make  its  joint 
peace  with  the  men  who  fought,  and  not  seek  to  escape  its  responsibility 
by  making  a  separate  peace  with  the  conquered. 

Then  we  would  have  another  bread  pill.  They  called  it  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Conference,  and  hailed  it  as  some  capitalistic  method  of  5-5-3  by 
which  peace  could  be  secured.  And  in  order  to  get  that  half  way  backed, 
this  poor  arid  weak  thing,  we  surrendered  the  protection  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  and  turned  over  to  another  Nation  the  power  in  that  Ocean,  and 
stripped  ourselves  of  rights! 

Then  we  tried  the  bread  pill  which  was  the  greatest  gesture  of  indifference 
and  condemnation  of  France  we  have  made.  When  the  other  Nations  would 
not  help  France  obtain  her  reparations,  that  Nation  set  its  soldiers  at  the 
Ruhr  Valley  to  demand  that  Germany  pay  what  it  had  promised  to  pay; 
and  the  very  moment  that  the  French  Army  marched  into  the  Ruhr 
Valley  to  collect  that  debt  to  rebuild  its  vast  waste,  destroyed  by  German 
ruthlessness,  what  happened?  The  American  soldiers,  kept  in  Germany 
for  months  and  months  and  months,  were  marched  out  of  Germany  as  the 
French  Army  marched  in,  as  a  gesture  that  America  was^  taking  sides  with 
Germany  and  against  France! 

What  other  bread  pills  have  we  had?  The  Dawes  Commission,  a  very 
good  bread  pill  for  its  purpose,  and  its  object  was,  and  its  result  was,  what? 
To  build  up  and  strengthen  Germany !  I  believe  we  ought  to  treat  Germany 
with  the  kindness  that  America  always  uses  toward  Nations;  but  I  did  not 
believe  then,  I  do  not  believe  now,  and  I  never  will  believe,  that,  when 
the  issue  is  drawn  between  the  French  people  and  the  Germans,  America 
ought  to  side  with  Germany.  (Applause.) 

What  other  weak  pellets  have  we  given?  The  World  is  talking  about  the 
debts  of  the  Country,  how  they  shall  be  settled.  Some  people  think  all 
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ought  to  be  wiped  out  and  forgiven;  and  some  people  think  they  ought 
to  pay  dollar  for  dollar.  There  is  much  honest  difference  of  opinion.  One 
thing  is  true,  no  debt  settlement  ought  to  be  made  with  any  Nation 
better  than  the  terms  we  give  France;  and  yet  we  have  put  in  a  black- 
shirted  autocrat  as  the  favored  Nation,  and  given  France  the  poorest  place. 

These  pellets,  these  pink  pills,  these  bread  pills,  we  have  gone  on  with 
now  for  some  time,  hoping  as  we  swing  on  the  limb  of  the  tree  that  some¬ 
thing  good  would  happen  because  we  want  it  to  happen !  But,  Comrades, 
war  is  as  inevitable  in  the  future  as  it  was  in  the  past,  unless  some  substitute 
for  war  is  invested  and  accepted  by  the  Nations.  And,  moreover,  it  was  a 
bloody  war  in  which  you  were  engaged.  Many  new  things  were  introduced 
in  the  way  of  munitions  to  destroy  human  lives,  but  if  we  think  that 
that  war  was  terrible  because  of  its  gas,  and  because  of  other  new  methods, 
we  ought  to  realize  that  today  in  America,  and  in  every  country,  the 
greatest  chemists  who  live  are  devoting  themselves  to  the  perfecting  of 
new  and  wholesale  methods  of  devastation,  and  that  the  war  of  tomorrow 
would  not  send  back  America  most  of  its  men.  It  would  destroy  them  and 
other  nations. 

It’s  an  illusion.  Shall  we  continue  to  drift  and  hope  that  peace  may  be 
established,  by  wishing  it?  Or  by  using  nostrums  or  bread  pills?  In  the 

last  Convention  of  the  American  Legion,  in  Omaha,  there  was  no  dodging 
this  question,  but  a  sincere  desire  to  find  what  should  be  done.  The 
American  Legion  at  Ohama  appointed  a  Committee  on  Peace  and  World 
Relations,  and  that  commission  was  directed  to  make  a  study  of  the  League 
of  Nations,  and  report  at  Philadelphia  what  attitude  America  should  take 
toward  that  document.  We  stood  in  the  war,  and  we  stood  after  the  war, 
for  some  method  to  end  war.  Why  did  you  gentlemen  leave  your  col¬ 
leges  and  your  workshops  and  your  factories  and  your  offices  and  go  to 
war  in  1917?  No  man  has  ever  been  able  to  voice  in  language  to  suit  himself 
what  made  you  men  leave  your  Country  to  fight  this  war;  but  if  I 
understand  anything  about  it,  every  public  man  in  America  of  every  political 
party  knows  why  we  went  to  war.  It  was  in  the  earnest  hope  and  sincere 
prayer  that  it  would  be  a  war  against  wars. 

Now,  of  course,  it  may  be  that  some  people  went  to  war  like  an  Indian 
out  in  Oklahoma.*  When  he  enlisted  and  started  to  the  front,  somebody 
said,  “Long  Bear,  why  are  you  going  to  fight  in  this  war?”  Well,  he  had 
heard  President  Wilson’s  speech  about  making  the  world  safe  for  democracy, 
but  he  didn’t  exactly  take  it  all  in,  and  he  said,  “I  am  going  to  war  to 
make  the  whole  damn  world  safe  for  the  Democratic  Party!”  (Laughs.) 
Well,  there  are  some  of  us  that  would  like  for  it  to  have  had  that  result; 
but  (Applause)  in  the  great  Assize  it  shall  be  written  down  that  the 
American  people,  seeing  that  the  world  was  in  peril,  went  to  war  to  end 
war,  and  until  that  goal  is  achieved  all  other  goals,  all  other  victories,  are 
small  in  comparison.  So  I  trust  and  pray  that  when  this  Convention  meets 
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at  Philadelphia,  with  the  greatest  gathering  of  men  who  put  their  lives  on 
the  altar  of  their  Country  in  the  history  of  mankind,  they  will  devote 
themselves  as  assiduously  and  earnestly  to  the  report  of  this  commission 
as  they  threw  themselves  whole-heartedly  into  the  great  battle  on  the  fields 
of  France ! 

There  is  no  hope  to  end  war  except  by  a  substitute  for  war.  The  climax 
and  culmination  of  the  Fourteen  Points  was  an  Association  of  Nations  that 
viduals  before  a  court  of  justice.  Any  other  thing  is  a  delusion  greater 
tragedy  that  left  your  comrades  buried  in  France,  more  of  them  wounded 
in  hospitals,  and  others  returned  with  the  horrors  of  the  battle  still  ringing 
in  their  ears.  The  only  substitute  is  a  forum  of  reason,  where  justice  can 
be  meted  out,  and  where  Nations  may  present  their  differences  like  indi- 
vidauls  before  a  court  of  justice.  Any  other  thing  is  a  delusion  greater 
than  Angell  ever  dreamed.  And  I  hope  that  as  you  go  home,  you  and 
your  four  and  a  half  million  comrades  and  shipmates  will  catch  the  vision 
of  1917,  when  you  marched  away  with  the  prayers  and  love  of  all  the 
people,  and  when  you  came  back  in  the  gratitude  of  all  the  people  with 
hearts,  and  that  you  will  so  fashion  your  lives,  so  fashion  your  religion, 
that  never  again  will  the  illusion  that  war  can  be  ended  by  wishing  it,  or 
by  any  nostrum,  or  bread  pills,  or  policies,  be  perpetrated. 

But  it  can  be  ended!  I  thank  God  I  believe  it  can  be  prevented,  and 
if  I  didn’t  believe  it  I  could  not  believe  in  the  permanency  and  full  coming 
of  the  full  order  of  Christ  and  religion.  That  it  may  come,  let  us  men  look 
to  the  light  of  Bethlehem,  that  statesmen  may  quit  wobbling,  and  provide  a 
substitute  that  has  the  confidence  of  mankind  and  the  confidence  of  men 
of  reason.  (Much  applause.) 

Miss  Bonnie  Murray,  “Sweetheart  of  the  Thirtieth  Division,” 
gave  an  impersonation  of  1860,  dressed  in  a  hoopskirt,  dancing. 
(Much  applause.) 

While  the  Fort  Bragg  Band  played  a  lively  march,  the  Auxiliary 
left  the  Convention  Hall,  adjourning  to  the  Church,  where  a 
Memorial  Service  was  held. 
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Jttemorial  Hour 


NOON 


Tuesday,  August  24 

Mrs.  Mark  C.  Lasitter,  Memorial  Chairman,  Presiding 


Mrs.  Harold  Deal . Organist 

Corp.  Robert  F.  Brothers . . Flag  Bearer 

Musician  Carl  C.  McRorie . Bugler 


“There’s  a  rift  in  the  vail,  and  a  light  shines  through — 
The  light  of  infinite  love — 

Just  a  glimpse  of  the  glory  beyond  our  view 
Of  the  aftermath  above. 

But  it  binds  our  hearts  with  a  wondrous  power 
To  the  broader  life  and  true, 

And  we  dream  of  that  home,  and  long  for  the  hour 
When  we  shall  be  summoned  to  you.” 


Organ  Prelude:  “Calm  as  the  Night” 

Quartet:  “The  Strife  is  O’er” . 

Invocation  by  Department  Chaplain . 


. Bohn 

W.  R.  Weaver,  G.  C.  Warlick 
L.  A.  Deal,  T.  S.  Golden 

. The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Gribbin 


Roll  Call  of  Departed  Members. 

In  Memoriam:  Members  of  Auxiliary . Mrs.  Mark  C.  Lasitter 

Solo:  “To  Those  Who  Fell” . Mrs.  C.  C.  Bost 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Shuford 

In  Memoriam:  World  War  Veterans . Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan 

Solo:  “There  Is  No  Death” . Geoffrey  O’Hara 

L.  A.  Deal 


Reading:  “The  Wood  Called  Rouge  Bouquet” . Joyce  Kilmer 

Capt.  W.  S.  Charles 

Taps . Bugler  McRorie 

Organ  Postlude  . ;. . Chopin 
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Jin  jMenumam 

JAMBES  UNIT,  LOUISBURG 
MRS.  W.  J.  MACON  MRS.  D.  C.  HIGH 

FRED  Y.  M’CONNELL  UNIT,  CONCORD 
MISS  ANNIE  SNYDER 

HORNETS’  NEST  UNIT,  CHARLOTTE 
MRS.  LATTA  C.  JOHNSON  MRS.  W.  W.  COX 

GASTON  UNIT,  GASTONIA 
MRS.  E.  W.  GILLIAM 

MELVIN  DEESE  UNIT,  MONROE 
MRS.  SAM  PHIFER 

HUBERT  M.  SMITH  UNIT,  HENDERSONVILLE 

MRS.  R.  E.  WARD 

DONNERSON  HAWKINS  UNIT,  NEW  BERN 
MRS.  HARRY  R.  SHRIVER 

WALTER  B.  HILL  UNIT,  ALBEMARLE 
MRS.  C.  M.  PALMER 

WILMINGTON  UNIT,  WILMINGTON 
MRS.  L.  STEIN 

KIFFIN  ROCKWELL  UNIT,  ASHEVILLE 
MRS.  GEORGE  SHUFORD 

DURHAM  UNIT,  DURHAM 
MRS.  A.  C.  JORDAN 

CLYDE  BOLLING  UNIT,  WINSTON-SALEM 
MRS.  L.  B.  HAYES 

Transposed  by  love  divine,  the  souls  of  fourteen  of  our  members  have 
joined  the  choir  invisible, 

“Where  seraphim  sin  gin  the  City  of  Gold — 

Where  lillies  are  fadeless  by  rivers  of  light, 

And  day  is  undarkened  by  curtains  of  night.” 

As  each  name  of  this  roll  of  those  who  during  the  year  had  passed  to  the 
Great  Beyond  was  read,  a  member  of  that  Unit  brought  forth  a  lily,  and 
placed  it  in  a  silver  basket. 


242 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


B 


Tin  jttetmmmn 

MEMBERS  OF  AUXILIARY 

“Leaves  have  their  time  to  fall, 

And  flowers  to  wither  at  the  North  Wind’s  breath ; 

And  stars  to  set;  but  all, 

Thou  hast  all  seasons  for  thine  own,  0  Death!” 

Death  has  entered  the  ranks  of  the  Auxiliary  since  last  we  met,  and 
launched  into  eternity  the  souls  of  fourteen  of  our  members,  and  it  is  in 
loving  memory  of  these  that  we  come  today  to  render  our  tribute  of  respect. 

Never  again  will  the  music  of  their  lives  strike  responsive  chords  of  love 
and  friendship  in  our  hearts.  The  birds  seem  to  sing  less  sweetly,  the 
flowers  to  bloom  less  fragrantly,  and  all  nature  to  lure  less  enchantingly 
than  when  they  were  here.  We  miss  their  genial  presence,  their  abiding 
friendship,  and  the  wisdom  of  their  counsel. 

In  every  crisis  of  our  history  the  patriotism  of  our  women  has  been  con¬ 
spicuous.  To  it,  men  have  owed  the  inspiration  to  be  steadfast,  the  deter¬ 
mination  to  win,  and  the  courage  to  endure. 

During  the  trying  days  of  1917-18,  the  women  all  over  this  Country 
marched,  in  spirit,  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  their  men  into  the  fierce 
conflict,  with  superb  heroism,  giving  them  to  the  cause  which  was  the 
supreme  issue  of  the  time.  They  kept  lonely  vigils  at  prayer  ’til  dawn 
for  the  loved  ones  far  away. 

The  lives  of  those  who  have  gone  on  were  not  filled  with  such  deeds  as 
the  world  calls  great — but  their  untiring  devotion  to  duty,  their  consecration 
to  the  service  of  God  and  Country,  their  quiet  acceptance  of  ordeals,  their 
innumerable  acts  of  kindness  and  of  loving  deeds  are  their  enduring  monu¬ 
ments,  builded  by  them  when  God  alone  witnessed  the  building;  and  just  as 
long  as  the  memory  of  good  deeds  shall  linger,  as  long  as  love  shall  rule 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  noble  men  and  women,  just  so  long  shall  these 
unseen,  intangible  monuments  withstand  the  ravages  of  time. 

“Servants  of  God,  well  done. 

Peace  be  unto  thee  forever.” 


(MRS.  MARK  C.)  ETHEL  DURANT  LASITTER 
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WORLD  WAR  VETERANS 

In  Flanders  Fields  the  Poppies  grow,  and  nod  their  heads  amid  the 
graves  of  thousands  of  men  who  fell  fighting  in  the  greatest  of  wars,  the 
World  War.  No  sacrifice  was  too  great  that  America  might  come  out  of 
the  conflict  and  live. 

Eight  anniversaries  mark  the  end  of  this  great  War,  and  each  of  these 
days  impresses  us  with  the  dreadful  toll  still  going  on. 

For  the  gallant  hosts  that  went*  from  our  own  Carolina  to  accept  their 
portion  in  the  war,  the  Armistice  did  not  end  the  fight,  for  they  still  retain 
the  same  courage  and  spirit  that  took  them  “over  the  top”  and  into  “No 
Man’s  Land.”  Almost  daily  some  noble  boy  answers  the  call,  and  sur¬ 
renders  the  wasted  frame  and  shell  shocked  nerves  to  join  those  who  have 
already  crossed  the  bar,  and  the  sound  of  “Taps”  is  heard  again.  To  those 
who  can  no  longer  “feel  dawn  and  see  sunset  glow,”  nothing  matters  save 
that  we  keep  faith.  We  honor  their  memory,  and  pay  tribute  to  them  for 
their  noble  sacrifice.  They  gave  their  lives  that  we  might  not  die. 

“Our  guardian  angels  they  will  henceforth  be 
To  shield  us  from  the  dangers  of  our  way, 

To  soothe  us,  whisper  tender  loving  cheer, 

And  lead  us  to  eternal  day.” 

Write  this  on  your  heart  of  those  soldiers  who  lie  buried  in  the  fields  of 
France.  Out  of  the  sadness  of  farewell  comes  a  word  that  should  be  the 
inspiration  of  this  and  of  future  generations.  It  is  the  perfect  expression 
of  heroism,  of  sacrifice,  of  inspiration  for  the  future  American,  Briton, 
Frenchman,  Italian.  It  is  this  inscription  on  a  soldier’s  grave  in  France: 

“For  your  tomorrow  gave  they  their  today, 

And  yet  the  World  forgets, 

Lord  God  of  Hosts,  be  with  us  yet, 

Lest  We  Forget,  Lest  We  Forget.” 

MRS.  W.  M.  MORGAN. 
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“THE  WOOD  CALLED  ROUGE-BOUQUET” 

Joyce  Kilmer 

Read  by  Capt.  W.  S.  Charles 

In  the  woods  they  call  Rouge-Bouquet 
There  is  a  new-made  grave  today, 

Built  by  never  a  spade  or  pick, 

Yet  covered  by  earth  ten  meters  thick. 

There  lie  many  fighting  men, 

Dead  in  their  youthful  prime, 

Never  to  laugh  nor  love  again 
Nor  taste  of  the  summer  time. 

For  Death  came  flying  through  the  air 
And  stopped  his  flight  at  the  dugout  stair, 
Touched  his  prey  and  left  them  there — 

Clay  to  clay. 

He  hid  their  bodies  stealthily 

In  the  soil  of  the  land  they  fought  to  free, 

And  fled  away. 

Now  over  the  grave,  abrupt  and  clear,  * 

Three  volleys  ring; 

And  perhaps  their  brave  young  spirits  hear 
The  bugle  sing: 

“Go  to  sleep! 

Go  to  sleep! 

Slumber  well  where  the  shell  screamed  and  fell. 
Let  your  rifles  rest  on  the  muddy  floor, 

You  will  not  need  them  any  more. 

Danger’s  past; 

Now  at  last, 

Go  to  sleep!” 

(Taps  sounding  in  distance) 

There  is  on  earth  no  worthier  grave 
To  hold  the  bodies  of  the  brave 
Than  this  place  of  pain  and  pride 
Where  they  nobly  fought  and  nobly  died. 

Never  fear  but  in  the  skies 
Saints  and  angels  stand, 
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Smiling  with  their  holy  eyes 
On  this  new  come  band. 

And  up  to  Heaven’s  doorway  floats, 

From  the  woods  called  Rouge-Bouquet, 

A  delicate  cloud  of  bugle  notes 
That  softly  say: 

“Farewell — 

Farewell. — 

(Taps  sounding  in  distance) 

L’Envoi 

Comrades  true,  born  anew,  peace  to  you 
Your  soul  shall  be  where  the  heroes  are, 

And  your  memory  shine  like  the  morning  star, 

Brave  and  dear, 

Shield  us  here — 

Farewell!” 

(Taps  with  bugler  in  sight.) 

(Gold  Star  Flag  raised  during  reading,  with  entire  assembly  standing.) 
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********** 

A  brief  business  session,  held  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a 
Nominating  Committee,  followed  the  Memorial  Service.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  members  were  elected  to  constitute  this  committee: 

Miss  Nannie  Riddle,  Chairman. 

Miss  Orie  Moseley. 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Traynor. 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson. 

Mrs.  Richard  C.  Springs. 

This  business  completed,  the  Convention  adjourned. 


At  one  o’clock,  the  Hickory  Unit  of  the  Auxiliary  was  hostess 
to  the  members  of  the  Convention  at  a  luncheon,  held  in  the 
ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Hickory.  Attractive  paperweights,  bearing 
a  picture  of  the  Hickory  Tavern,  the  first  house  built  in  Hickory, 
were  given  as  favors. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  Auxiliary  met  at  two-fifteen  Tuesday  afternoon,  for  a 
Business  Session. 

Mr.  J.  D.  DeRamus,  Legal  Adviser  and  Guardianship  Officer 
for  the  North  Carolina  Regional  Office,  United  States  Veterans’ 
Bureau,  Charlotte,  was  introduced  by  the  President.  Mr.  De- 
Ramus  addressed  the  meeting  as  follows: 

Madam  President,  Mrs.  McKissick,  and  Ladies  of  the  American  Legion 

Auxiliary: 

I  deeply  appreciate  the  opportunity  of  speaking  to  your  splendid  Organi¬ 
zation  today.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  rendering  a  great  service 
to  the  mentally  sick  ex-Service  men,  and  to  the  minor  children  of  our 
deceased  comrades.  Your  Department  President,  District  Executive  Com- 
mitteewomen,  and  many  of  your  members,  have  attended  the  regular 
monthly  Guardianship  Conferences  in  Charlotte,  and  helped  solve  the  many 
problems  that  present  themselves  in  this  work.  The  local  Units  have 
responded  nobly  in  securing  social  service  contact  reports  on  the  incompetent 
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and  minor  beneficiaries  residing  in  their  respective  localities.  I  desire  to 
thank  you  for  your  high  spirit  of  co-operation. 

The  Guardianship  Division  of  the  Veterans’  Bureau  was  created  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  and  safeguarding  the  interest  of  incompetent  veterans 
and  minor  children  of  veterans,  who  are  receiving  Federal  funds.  It  has 
been  functioning  for  approximately  eighteen  months.  In  each  of  the  fifty- 
four  Regional  Offices  there  is  a  Guardianship  Officer  whose  duty  it  is  to 
supervise  all  Bureau  activities  relative  to  the  welfare  of  minor  and  incom¬ 
petent  beneficiaries  who  are  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  War  Risk  Insur¬ 
ance,  as  amended,  and  World  War  Veterans’  Act,  1924,  as  amended,  and  to 
thoroughly  investigate  any  case  brought  to  his  attention  in  which  it  is 
charged  that  the  Guardian  is  in  any  way  failing  to  satisfactorily  administer 
his  trust. 

In  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  we  have  at  the  present  time  two  hundred 
thirty-nine  incompetent  ex-Service  men  and  four  hundred  eighty-eight 
minor  children,  making  a  total  of  seven  hundred  twenty-seven  Bureau  bene¬ 
ficiaries,  under  the  care  of  five  hundred  seventy-two  guardians.  These 
guardians  receive  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  annually  for  the  benefit 
of  their  wards.  The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  guardians  ranges  from  a 
few  dollars,  in  some  cases,  to  amounts  of  eight  and  ten  thousand  dollars  in 
several  cases. 

Five  hundred  seventy-two  guardians  reside  in  eighty-eight  of  the  one 
hundred  counties  in  the  State.  These  guardians  have  nearly  every  conceiv¬ 
able  occupation.  The  estates  of  the  wards  are  administered  by  the  most 
careful  business  men  we  have  in  the  State,  on  one  hand,  to  men  who  only 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  are  able  to  care  for  their  own  funds,  not  to 
speak  of  funds  for  which  an  itemized  report  must  be  rendered  as  in  the 
cases  under  guardianship. 

Up  until  eighteen  months  ago  all  guardianship  activities  were  handled 
in  the  Central  Office  of  the  Veterans’  Bureau  at  Washington.  No  definite 
field  organization  existed  and,  therefore,  personal  contacts  with  the  wards 
and  county  Courts  were  impossible.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
Guardianship  work  of  the  Bureau  has  grown  by  leaps  and  bounds  during 
the  past  three  years,  and  the  present  field  organization  was  perfected  to  meet 
the  demands  of  this  growth. 

Bureau  investigations  into  certain  cases  under  guardianship  resulted  in 
the  unearthing  of  many  cases  of  mismanagement  by  guardians.  The  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  World  War  Veterans’  Act,  approved  July  2,  1926,  places  addi¬ 
tional  duties  and  responsibility  upon  the  Director,  and  gives  him  authority 
to  appear  in  Court,  represented  by  his  attorney,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  interest  of  these  helpless  beneficiaries.  However,  the  Bureau’s  authority 
is  still  limited.  The  Bureau  cannot  appoint  a  guardian,  neither  can  it  cite 
a  guardian  to  appear  before  it  and  render  an  accounting,  or  make  any  other 
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necessry  adjustments.  It  is  well  to  state  that  the  Bureau  does  hold  the 
purse-strings,  and  any  suggestions  which  the  Guardianship  Officer  deems 
advisable  are  made  to  the  Guardian,  and  if  compliance  is  not  obtained 
payments  are  suspended.  This  is  an  awkward  whip-hand  to  use,  and  it 
generally  injures  the  ward  more  than  the  Guardian,  so  the  Bureau  deems 
it  advisable  to  work  through  the  county  Court,  which  can  enforce  its  orders 
on  the  Guardian  by  the  penalty  of  contempt  for  the  Law.  It  is  in  working 
through  the  various  county  Courts  that  we  need  the  co-operation  of  the 
American  Legion  Posts  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Units,  and  pref¬ 
erably  the  active  co-operation  of  those  Posts  and  Units  located  in  the 
county  seats  of  the  State. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  the  Guardianship  Officer  of  the  local  Legion 
Post,  Guardianship  Officer  of  the  local  Auxiliary  Unit,  and  a  representative 
of  the  American  Red  Cross,  could  be  the  organization  formed  in  each  county 
seat  to  handle  the  cases  occurring  in  that  particular  county.  This  com¬ 
mittee  could  keep  in  constant  touch  with  the  guardians  and  wards  residing 
in  their  county,  and  be  of  much  aid  in  many  ways.  Laiason  could  be  main¬ 
tained  between  the  Regional  Guardianship  Officer  and  the  Committee  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  money  received  by  guardians  was  spent  for 
the  benefit  of  the  wards,  and  not  dissipated  or  unwisely  disbursed  by  the 
guardian.  The  advantages  of  a  Committee  of  this  kind  are  too  numerous 
to  mention. 

I  have  here  a  letter  which  was  received  in  our  office  on  Saturday  morning, 
and  it  is  so  typical  of  the  various  complaints  lodged  against  guardians  that 
I  will  read  it: 

“If  not  asking  too  much  of  you,  I  would  appreciate  some  advice.  I  have 
three  children  in  my  care  who  are  the  minor  heirs  of  the  above-mentioned 
deceased  soldier.  I  want  some  advice  as  to  how  this  money  should  be 
used,  as  the  Guardian  is  not  giving  them  the  benefit  of  it.  The  children 
made  their  home  with  their  grandfather  up  until  after  Christmas,  and  when 
I  took  the  children  I  found  them  in  bad  condition,  as  one  of  them  was 
barefooted  at  Christmas.  After  taking  the  children  in  my  care,  I  asked  the 
Guardian  to  get  the  children  some  clothes,  and  prepare  them  so  I  could 
keep  them  in  school,  which  he  failed  to  do.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
children’s  mother  appointed  Guardian.  The  Guardian  said  he  had  been 
informed  by  good  attorneys  that  this  money  should  not  be  used  for  the 
support  of  the  children. 

“Thanking  you  in  advance  for  any  advice,  as  I  would  like  to  know  just 
how  it  is,  as  they  have  told  me  so  much. 

“Hoping  an  early  reply,  I  am, 


“Yours  very  truly.” 
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The  complaint  contained  in  this  letter  is  receiving  the  personal  attention 
of  the  Guardianship  Officer,  and  an  investigation  is  being  conducted  in  the 
County  where  the  Guardian  and  wards  reside,  for  the  purpose  of  either 
substantiating  the  allegations  or  clearing  the  Guardian  of  any  improper 
management.  There  should  be  no  difficulty  for  the  Guardian  to  obtain  an 
order  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  directing  him  to  disburse  funds 
for  board,  clothes,  school  books,  etc.  The  end  desired  is  not  so  much  the 
building  up  of  an  estate,  but  to  see  that  the  money  is  spent  judiciously,  and 
that  the  Guardianship  funds  are  protected. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  owes  an  obligation  to  these  incompetent 
veterans  and  minor  children.  They  are  the  unfortunate  victims  of  the 
War,  helpless  in  the  face  of  circumstances.  It  is  imperative  that  they  have 
the  aid  of  some  efficient  Unit  near  at  hand,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  Com¬ 
mittee,  as  above  outlined,  will  be  of  material  benefit  in  safeguarding  the 
social,  physical,  and  financial  welfare  of  these  worthy  wards  of  the  Nation 
who  were  so  sadly  broken  on  the  wheel  of  War.  I  thank  you. 

The  President  thanked  Mr.  DeRamus  for  his  splendid  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  Guardianship  Work,  and  assured  him  of  the  Auxiliary’s 
desire  to  co-operate  with  the  Veterans’  Bureau  in  caring  for  the 
orphans  and  incompetents. 

Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney  read  her  report  as  Chairman  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Committee,  saying: 

I  bring  my  report  to  you  today,  hoping  that  you  will  be  proud  of  the 
work  you  have  done. 

REHABILITATION  REPORT 

Madam  President,  Women  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary: 

I  wish  with  all  my  heart  to  thank  you  for  the  wonderful  co-operation 
and  backing  which  you  have  given  me  this  year. 

Because  of  your  beautiful  spirit,  your  willingness  to  fall  in  with  our 
every  plan,  so  that  we  might  pull  together,  and  do  the  same  thing  at  the 
same  time,  we  have  accomplished  much.  We  have  undertaken  greater 
things  than  ever  before,  and  have  put  them  across. 

We  are  “on  the  map”  with  our  boys;  let’s  stay  there.  After  all,  they  are 
our  excuse  for  existing.  We  receive  far  more  appreciation  than  we  deserve, 
however  much  we  may  do. 

It  was  rumored  last  Fall  that  we  were  giving  up  our  work  at  Oteen,  and 
I  found  the  boys  terribly  upset  over  it.  One  boy,  a  very  sick  one,  said, 
“You  women  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary  aren’t  giving  us  up,  are  you?  You 
women  and  your  visits  are  all  that  we  have  to  look  forward  to.”  Another 
one  said.  “So  few  of  us  have  friends  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  no 


250 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


relatives  to  visit  us;  so  you  don’t  know  what  you  mean  to  us.”  I  wasn’t 
long  in  assuring  them  that,  as  they  had  stood  by  us,  we  also  meant  to 
“stand  by”  them  as  long  as  they  needed  us. 

Adoption  of  Wards 

As  you  know,  each  Ward  is  sponsored  by  one  or  more  Units,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  see  that  their  boys  are  given  constant,  loving  care. 

Our  plan  is  to  have  every  Ward  remembered  by  its  Unit  at  least  once  a 

month.  The  four  weeks  pass  all  too  quickly  for  us  who  are  busy,  but  to 

% 

our  boys  who  are  ill,  and  must  lie  flat  on  their  backs,  they  are  thirty 
long-drawn-out  days,  with  so  little  to  break  the  monotony.  So  they  look 
forward  to  a  visit  from  your  representative,  and  to  the  coming  of  the 
little  gifts  and  remembrances  which  you  send  them.  Eleven  visits  have 
been  made  this  year,  at  which  time  every  Ward  has  been  visited.  Some¬ 
times  it  has  taken  ten  days  to  do  this  and  look  after  the  needs  and  care  for 
them.  I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  majority  of  the  Units  never  let  a  month 
pass  without,  in  some  way,  remembering  their  Wards.  Only  a  few  of  the 
Units  are  content  to  remember  their  Wards  just  on  holidays.  Of  course, 
we  cannot  let  these  Wards  feel  neglected,  so  we  care  for  them  out  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Fund.  The  Receiving  Ward,  Observation  Ward,  and  Colored 
Wards  also  are  cared  for  out  of  this  Fund.  Friends  often  come  to  my 
rescue  and  help  with  these  Wards,  by  sending  checks  and  extra  packages. 
A  yearly  program  is  worked  out,  calling  for  remembrances  on  holidays,  and 
we  find  a  holiday  in  every  month  during  the  year  except  three.  On  these 
months,  we  just  remember  them  anyway. 

If  I  were  asked,  “What  is  the  greatest  thing  that  we  do  during  the 
year?”  I’d  say  unhesitatingly,  “The  constant,  loving  care  which  you  give 
your  boys,  month  by  month.” 

The  opening  and  closing  of  so  many  Wards  has  made  it  hard  to  keep  the 
Wards  adopted  this  year.  While  we  hate  to  give  up  the  boys  whom  we 
have  gotten  interested  in  and  learned  to  love,  yet  we  find  our  hearts  are  big 
enough  to  take  in  a  whole  Ward  of  new  ones,  if  need  be,  and  call  them 
“Our  Boys.”  To  the  Units  that  have  had  to  do  this,  I  wish  to  say  that  w.e 
all  greatly  appreciate  the  beautiful  way  in  which  you  have  met  the  situa¬ 
tion. 

Our  Friends 

I  wonder  if  you  women  know  just  how  many  friends  we  have  in  the 
work,  how  willing  and  ever  ready  they  are  to  help.  Letters  come  from 
many  individuals  and  organizations  all  over  the  Country  asking  to  be 
allowed  to  help. 

It  is  a  tribute  to  our  boys,  who  have  given  their  health,  their  lives,  their 
happiness,  ambitions,  and  talents.  We  have  many  University  men,  College 
men,  Professional  men — men  who  were  trained  and  ready  to  go  far  and 
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accomplish  much  in  this  life — at  Oteen.  We  also  have  many  men  who  were 
trained  in  the  school  of  life,  yet,  for  some  reason,  all  these  things  must  be 
put  aside.  “They  also  serve  who  stand  and  wait.”  Some  are  able  to  go  on 
with  their  training,  so  here  we  find  our  friends  ready  to  help  us  go  on 
with  their  Rehabilitation.  A  Correspondence  Law  Course  and  all  books 
necessary  were  given  for  the  asking.  Books  on  all  sorts  of  subjects,  coming 
from  all  sorts  of  places,  magazines,  daily  papers,  clothes,  comforts  of  all 
kinds,  lovely  favors  for  all  holidays,  many  cut  flowers  and  plants,  seeds  and 
bulbs.  All  these  from  our  friends! 

A  Sunday  School  class  of  Young  Girls  sends  a  check  every  month.  This 
check  is  used  for  some  comfort  for  very  ill  boys,  or  given  to  a  boy  who  is 
not  drawing  compensation. 

A  three  hundred  dollar  Victrola  was  sent  by  a  friend — and  seventy-five 
dollars  at  Christmas  from  the  Legion  Auxiliary  at  Sitka,  Alaska. 

The  Rehabilitation  Fund — For  What  Used? 

This  year,  while  the  Units,  as  a  rule,  have  been  more  generous,  the  needs 
have  been  many  and  greater.  For  the  first  time  in  our  history  we  have  not 
been  able  to  meet  all  of  our  demands.  This  has  been  due  to  the  fact  that 
we  have  so  many  men  breaking  down  now  who  aren’t  compensated.  We 
have  had  208  this  summer,  and  while  our  service  officer  has  done  splendid 
work,  it  takes  time,  and  affidavits  are  hard  to  get.  In  the  meantime,  these 
men  need  shaves,  haircuts,  tooth  paste,  little  necessities,  etc.  Many  of 
them  smoke.  Those  who  are  up  must  have  clothes,  shoes,  etc.  Many  of 
them  have  left  families  at  home  to  get  on  the  best  way  they  can.  These 
men  find  it  hard  to  take  the  cure  unless  those  whom  they  love  are  pro¬ 
vided  for. 

With  these,  we  leave  a  small  check,  a  dollar  bill,  a  carton  of  cigarettes, 
or  some  necessity,  with  your  love,  and  an  apology  because  it  is  so  small. 
We  are  embarrassed  by  the  appreciation  which  we  receive. 

Out  of  this  fund,  we  bring  any  little  comfort  to  the  very  ill  or  dying 
which  we  are  allowed  to  bring.  We  cannot  wait  to  raise  this  money,  but 
must  have  it  at  hand,  for  while  we  “are  busy  here  and  there  they  are 
gone,”  and  our  opportunity  is  lost. 

The  boys  and  girls  get  more  pleasure  out  of  their  Victrolas  than  any  one 
thing  that  we  give  them.  The  majority  of  the  Victrolas  have  been  given  by 
the  Legion  Auxiliary.  These  are  kept  repaired,  and  we  try  to  see  that  new 
records  are  forthcoming. 

Three  new  Orthophonic  Victrolas  have  been  given  this  year,  and  the 
Wards  receiving  them  are  as  “proud  as  Punch.” 

This  year  we  have  had  to  call  on  you  more  than  once,  and  you  have 
been  most  generous  in  your  response.  But  for  your  interest  and  aid,  we 
could  not  have  helped  the  large  number  to  whom  it  has  been  our  privilege 
to  bring  a  bit  of  cheer  and  comfort. 
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Armistice  Sunday 

I  bring  up  the  matter  again  of  making  Armistice  Sunday  an  Institution 
by  asking  the  pastors  in  our  churches  to  tell  their  people  again  of  the  brave 
deeds  of  our  boys,  to  offer  prayer  for  faith  and  strength  to  bear  this  great 
cross  that  is  laid  upon  them.  At  least  once  a  year  we  should  give  the 
people  a  chance  to  contribute  a  little  toward  the  comfort  of  the  very  ill  and 
dying,  but  best  of  all  to  let  them  know  that  they  aren’t  forgotten. 

Where  the  women  were  interested  themselves,  they  got  good  results 
last  year,  one  Unit  having  $137.00  from  the  church  collections  to  add  to 
-  their  own  contribution  of  $50.00. 

I  find  the  ministers  most  willing  to  co-operate  if  we  take  the  trouble  to 
explain  what  it’s  all  about.  It  is  due  the  boys. 

The  Service  Organizations 

THE  LEGION,  DISABLED  AMERICA!*  VETERANS  ,  AND 
VETERANS  OF  FOREIGN  WARS  AT  OTEEN 

These  three  service  organizations,  composed  of  patients  at  Oteen,  play  a 
big  part  in  the  life  of  the  hospital.  Their  object  is  to  look  after  the  best 
interests  of  their  sick  Buddies. 

Each  organization  has  a  fund  which  they  use  for  emergencies,  and  to 
help  the  men  who  aren’t  drawing  compensation.  They  are  on  the  ground, 
and  can  attend  to  these  things  at  once. 

The  Disabled  American  Veterans  annually  put  on  a  forget-me-not  drive 
in  the  State.  Last  year  the  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina  raised 
about  $2,000.00  for  them,  but  only  twelve  Units  assisted  them.  We  hope 
that  this  next  year  every  Unit  will  assist  in  this  drive,  for  it  is  true 
Rehabilitation  work.  The  Legion  and  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  put  on  a 
Poppy  Sale  at  Oteen  and  in  Asheville.  We  bespeak  the  co-operation  of 
the  Legion  Auxiliary  in  these  drives  also.  At  the  Convention  in  Fayetteville, 
the  Disabled  Veterans  of  America  asked  our  Organization  to  send  a  delegate 
to  their  State  Convention  in  Asheville,  May  20.  I  had  the  honor  of  repre¬ 
senting  you  at  that  Convention.  It  was  a  great  pleasure,  and  a  true  honor, 
to  be  able  to  represent  you  at  such  a  meeting.  I  took  a  message  of  love, 
hope,  and  courage,  and  tried  to  make  each  man  understand  just  how  proud 
we  were  of  him,  not  only  because  of  what  he  had  done,  but  because  of  the 
wonderful  way  in  which  he  is  still  trying  to  carry  on.  I  left  our  love  with 
those  who  are  still  with  us,  and  for  those  who  have  gone  on,  a  basket  of 
forget-me-nots,  in  remembrance.  As  your  representative,  I  was  a  guest 
of  honor  that  night  at  their  banquet,  which  because  of  the  informality, 
fine  spirit,  and  good  comradeship  was  a  most  delightful  affair. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


253 


When  there  is  a  meeting  of  these  organizations  while  I  am  at  Oteen,  I 
am  asked  to  meet  with  them,  and  great  appreciation  is  shown  of  our 
Organization  and  our  work. 

We  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  these  men,  and  I  bespeak  for  them 
our  co-operation  in  their  drives  or  in  any  way  in  which  we  can  help.  It 
gives  the  men  who  handle  this  fund  real  joy  to  be  able  to  help  care  for 
their  less  fortunate  Buddies. 

The  Legion  Auxiliaries  of  Other  States 

In  a  vague  way,  I  know  that  many  things  come  to  our  boys  from  the 
Auxiliary  Units  of  their  home  States — all  of  which  is  appreciated — not  only 
by  the  boys  but  by  us. 

I  can  speak  knowingly  of  what  has  come  from  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Nebraska,  and  the  Unit  from  Abbeville,  S.  C.,  since 
they  have  written  such  interesting,  helpful  letters,  and  their  co-operation 
has  been  wonderful.  The  lovely  things  which  they  sent,  also  went  through 
this  Department. 

I  cannot  say  enough  of  all  the  wonderful  things  which  Pennsylvania  has 
done,  not  only  for  her  boys,  but  for  us  and  our  boys  as  well.  Their  co¬ 
operation  has  been  perfect,  doing  the  things  that  we  wanted  done  in  the 
way  in  which  we  wanted  them  done.  Letters  came  to  me  from  all  over  the 
State,  asking,  “Now  what  else  can  we  do?”  They  have  not  only  cared 
for  their  own  men  constantly,  but  have  adopted  eighteen  Wards  at  Oteen, 
and  cared  for  the  men’s  families  at  home  when  it  was  needed. 

At  Christmas,  each  Pennsylvania  man  received  a  special  package  and  a 
dollar  bill  from  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania.  The  adopted  Wards 
received  packages,  stockings,  and  decorations. 

Three  Wards  received  ten  dollars  each  month,  with  an  extra  ten  for  holi¬ 
days,  from  the  Bi-County  Councils  adopting  them. 

The  many  undesignated  packages  which  are  sent  are  a  lifesaver — for  these 
help  care  for  the  Wards  that  are  not  so  well  remembered. 

Three  dozen  pairs  of  pajamas  were  sent  at  one  time,  and  seven  dozen 
pairs  at  another  shipment,  besides  dozens  of  bathrobes,  bedroom  slippers, 
and  other  things  too  numerous  to  mention. 

Virginia  is  on  her  job  also.  The  many  interested  and  interesting  letters 
which  we  have  received  from  her  Rehabilitation  Chairman  have  helped 
much  toward  keeping  up  the  work.  While  looking  after  each  Virginia  man 
at  Oteen,  also  the  families  at  home  when  they  needed  it,  Virginia  has 
provided  clothes  and  comforts  for  those  who  weren’t  drawing  compensation 
and  who  needed  their  help,  and  has  kept  in  close  touch  with  our  Depart¬ 
ment. 

New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Nebraska  have  responded  promptly  to  all 
calls  made  upon  them,  but  first  they  wrote  and  offered  help. 
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Abbeville,  S.  C.,  with  the  help  of  the  Post,  has  adopted  a  Ward,  and 
gives  not  only  beautiful  but  constant  care.  Their  letters  have  shown  such 
interest,  not  only  in  their  own  men,  but  in  every  sick  soldier  boy,  and 
such  appreciation  of  what  we  have  done.  Such  offers  of  help  showed 
them  to  be  so  big  and  fine  that  we  have  done  greater  things  ourselves. 

Christmas 

We  had  thirty-three  States  and  two  Countries  represented  at  Oteen  last 
Christmas.  A  list  of  men  hospitalized  at  Oteen  was  sent  to  the  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Chairman  of  each  State  represented,  with  a  little  note  saying,  “Don’t 
think  that  we  aren’t  remembering  your  boys,  but  nothing  that  we  can  do 
will  mean  as  much  as  a  little  remembrance  from  home.  We  are  also 
remembering  our  three  hundred  North  Carolina  men  in  hospitals  out  of 
the  State  with  a  message  of  love  and  a  crisp  dollar  bill.”  To  our  adopted 
sons,  the  boy  from  England  and  the  boy  from  France,  we  sent  a  message 
of  love  and  a  dollar  bill  also.  From  one  we  received  a  beautiful  letter  of 
thanks,  but  the  other  one  was  critically  ill,  so  on  Christmas  morning  I  went 
into  his  room  to  take  our  love  and  a  bit  of  cheer,  and  I  had  to  bend  low 
to  hear  his  whisper,  “Give  my  love  to  every  one  of  them.” 

So  far  as  I  could  learn,  every  State  came  across  either  with  a  lovely 
package  or  a  dollar  bill.  On  every  hand,  I  heard  the  question  asked, 
“Where  did  the  Legion  Auxiliary  in  my  State  get  my  name?”  Only  those 
who  spend  the  holidays  away  from  home  and  in  hospitals  know  what  it 
means  to  be  remembered  “From  Home.” 

Our  Christmas  program  calls  for  tree  decorations,  stockings,  and  personal 
gifts  for  each  boy.  Last  year  we  had  thirty-six  Wards,  and  it  is  some  job 
to  see  that  each  boy  and  each  Ward  is  remembered  properly;  but  I  do  not 
worry  about  some  of  the  Wards  because  I  know  that  they  will  be  beautifully 
cared  for  always. 

But  to  the  Units  that  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  write,  and  only  do 
things  occasionally,  I  want  to  say  that  your  Ward  lies  heavily  on  my  heart, 
and  I  cannot  enjoy  Christmas  until  I  know  that  those  boys  are  looked 
after.  These,  I  am  glad  to  say,  are  in  the  small  minority. 

I  always  ask  for  extra  stockings  and  packages  when  I  am  asked,  “What 
can  I  do  to  help?”  For  this  reason  I  appreciate  Pennsylvania’s  undesignated 
packages  at  Christmas,  Easter  baskets  at  Easter,  and  lovely  favors  on  other 
holidays,  more  than  anything  else  that  she  does. 

Now  let’s  hear  what  some  of  the  Commanding  Officers,  our  sick  nurses, 
and  our  boys  think  of  us. 

Here  are  two  testimonials  from  Commanding  Officers  at  Veterans’  Bureau 
Hospitals: 
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“I  wish  to  express  to  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina 
my  appreciation  of  their  interest  in  and  good  will  for  the  unfortunate  ex- 
Service  men  at  this  Hospital,  and  I  am  sure  that  each  patient  receiving  your 
generous  Christmas  present  desires  to  convey  to  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina  his  sincere  appreciation  and  best  wishes.” 

Another  one: 

“I  wish  to  thank  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina  for  their  wonderful  thought  and  the  desire  just  to  send  a 
token  to  ‘My  Buddies’  at  Christmas  time,  which  unquestionably  makes 
them  feel  that,  though  compelled  to  be  hospitalized,  they  are  not  forgotten.” 

Our  own  North  Carolina  Boys  in  hospitals  in  other  States — does  it  mean 
anything  to  them  to  be  remembered  from  home?  Let  them  speak  for 
themselves. 

From  a  nervous  Hospital: 

“Whoever  suggested  sending  money  instead  of  something  else  must  have 
been  in  the  same  fix  that  I  am  in  myself.  While  I  am  drawing  compen¬ 
sation,  I  am  adjudged  incompetent,  and  have  a  guardian,  so  you  will  never 
know  what  it  meant  to  me  to  hold  that  dollar  bill  in  my  hand  on  Christmas 
Day.  Hoping  you  won’t  forget  me  next  year.” 

I  have  three  testimonials  from  Tuskegee — Our  Colored  Soldiers: 

1.  “Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  the  Christmas  token.  The  Old  North 
State  never  forgets  her  boys.” 

2.  “As  my  disability  and  finances  have  driven  me  a  long  ways  from 
home,  it  leaves  me  with  much  consolation  to  know  that  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina  is  helping  my  Buddies  as  well  as  myself 
to  bear  our  burdens.” 

3.  “Your  sweet  gift  came  to  hand,  but  the  mean  part  about  it  is  I  can’t 
recognize  your  face.  Who  is- you,  and  who  is  your  people?  I  feels  bad  to 
have  to  ask  ‘Who  you  is,’  when  you  have  sent  me  $1.00  and  a  Christmas 
card,  but  ‘Who  is  you,  anyway?’”  Then  in  the  corner  a  line  which  tells 
the  story.  “I  am  not  doing  well.” 

From  Virginia: 

“It  rives  me  great  pleasure  to  let  you  know  how  grateful  I  feel  to  your 
Organization  for  remembering  the  disabled  soldiers.  It  makes  me  proud  to 
be  a  Tar-Heel  and  a  soldier.  To  do  a  thing  without  any  reward  except 
the  satisfaction  of  doing  a  good  deed  is  that  distinct  virtue  referred 
to  by  Jesus  when  he  said,  ‘Verily,  I  say  unto  you.  they  have  their  reward.’  ” 
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From  Walter  Reed: 

“Was  delighted  and  surprised  to  receive  the  Christmas  Card  and  present. 
It  cheered  me  up.  A  hospital  is  not  a  very  pleasant  place  in  which  to  spend 
Christmas.” 

From  Ohio: 

“Am  acknowledging  your  Christmas  greeting.  Unexpected,  I  must  say, 
and  most  appreciated. 

“Being  in  the  hospital  and  away  from  one’s  friends,  brought  back  mem¬ 
ories  of  the  Christmas  I  spent  in  France.  With  thanks  to  the  Legion 
Auxiliary  for  their  gift  and  card.” 

From  Georgia: 

“I  have  just  written  to  the  Governor,  telling  him  of  the  good  work  that 
you  have  done  here  at  our  hospital.  We  are  with  you  in  your  battle  to 
keep  the  home  fires  burning  in  all  the  hearts  that  you  can.  Love  and  best 
wishes  to  all  of  you.” 

From  Florida: 

“Your  kind  remembrance  on  the  day  of  days  came  as  a  pleasant  surprise. 
The  sentiment  with  which  the  dollar  was  given  to  an  unknown  ex-soldier 
who  hails  from  the  garden  spot  of  the  world — North  Carolina — will  long 
be  remembered.” 

From  a  sick  nurse  in  California,  who  longs  for  home: 

“Thank  the  Legion  Auxiliary  for  me  for  their  remembrance  of  me  at 
Christmas.  The  card  is  sweet  and  homey-looking,  with  the  open  fireplace 
and  easy  chair.” 

From  Washington  State: 

“You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  we  have  a  number  of  Southern 
boys  here,  and  that  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  Washington. has  been 
wonderfully  kind  and  thoughtful  of  us  all.  I  can’t  express  my  gratefulness 
to  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina.  Will  you  just  tell 
them,  every  one,  that  their  little  token  from  dear  old  North  Carolina  made 
me  so  glad  that  I  feel  as  though  I  can  never  be  sad  again,  and  that  my 
loving  thoughts  of  them  will  continue  forever  and  a  day.” 

With  each  letter  came  lovely  New  Year  wishes  and  blessings  from  our 
boys  and  girls  away  from  home. 

I  wonder  if  any  of  you  know  just  how  little  we  had  left  to  the  account 
of  the  Rehabilitation  Fund  after  all  of  these  three  hundred  were  remembered 
at  Christmas?  Well,  I  am  ashamed  to  tell  you,  but  it  was  more  than 
worth  the  panicky  feeling  which  I  carried  with  me  all  through  Christmas; 
but  I’m  ashamed  of  that  also,  since  you  came  to  my  rescue  like  the  fine 
women  that  you  are  as  soon  as  I  made  you  understand. 
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Local  Work 

I  am  proud  of  the  work  which  some  of  the  Units  have  done  at  home.  It 
is  our  privilege  not  only  to  look  after  the  “Strangers  within  our  gates,”  but 
to  look  after  the  boys  at  home,  or  the  families  of  the  boys  who  must  be  in 
hospitals.  Perhaps  they  do  not  need  financial  aid,  but  they  do  need  friends. 

Letters  of  Appreciation  from  Oteen 

(1)  “The  patients  on  this  Ward  join  in  with  me  in  expressing  our 
appreciation  of  what  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  has  done  for  us.  You 
have  made  hospital  life  more  pleasant  for  us,  besides  being  anxious  to  do 
things.  When  a  request  is  made,  it  is  not  long  in  forthcoming.  Some  people 
make  a  pretense  of  wanting  to  do,  but  always  have  an  excuse.  We  have 
not  found  it  so  with  the  Legion  Auxiliary.” 

(2)  “The  many  good  deeds  that  you  women  have  done,  the  many  acts 
of  kindness  shown,  and  the  sunshine  that  you  have  scattered,  have  made 
life  worth  while.  You  women  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  have 
brought  to  us  that  motherly  touch  and  a  bit  of  home  which  we  miss  when 
we  are  away  from  those  we  love.” 

(3)  “I  wish  to  add  a  few  words  of  praise  and  of  appreciation  for  the 
many  deeds  of  kindness  which  we,  the  disabled  veterans  in  hospitals  and 
at  home,  have  received  from  your  splendid  Organization.  Without  you, 
we  would  fail  to  get  the  many  nice  gifts  at  Christmas,  and  at  other  times, 
which  we  appreciate  so  much.  But  what  we  appreciate  most  is  not  the 
value  of  the  gift — it  is  the  knowing  that  we  aren’t  forgotten  nor  neglected. 
May  God  bless  you,  and  give  you  noble  women  a  successful  year.” 

(4)  “I  am  writing  you  in  behalf  of  this  Ward  for  your  many  tokens  of 
love.  Those  of  us  who  are  still  fighting  the  greatest  battle  of  our  lives — 
though  the  war  is  over — appreciate  your  desire  to  bring  to  us  your  love  and 
a  touch  of  human  kindness,  also  the  material  things  that  help.  You  have 
been  most  liberal.  Your  work  is  greatly  appreciated.  You  have  our  love 
and  admiration.  You  have  given  us  of  your  time,  personality,  and  money, 
and  we  love  you.  Could  we  say  more?” 

(5)  “The  Veterans’  Bureau  provides  hospitals  and  medical  attention  for 
us,  but  it  is  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary'  that  provides  us  with  such 
comfortable  and  attractive  furniture  and  curtains  for  our  sun  parlors, 
phonographs  and  pianos  for  our  amusement,  and  sweaters,  pajamas,  and 
so  many  other  things,  for  our  comfort.  It  is  the  Auxiliary  that  never  fails 
to  remember  us  on  holidays  with  greetings,  cheery  messages,  and  so  many 
other  remembrances.  It  is  the  Auxiliary  that  takes  such  an  interest  in  our 
welfare,  and  so  vigorously  helps  us  fight  our  fights  when  sometimes  through 
oversight  or  otherwise  an  injustice  is  done  us.  And  it  is  the  Auxiliary  that 
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sends  their  representative  here  to  be  the  confidant  of  us  all  and  to  advise 
and  encourage  us  with  our  little  problems.  It  is  such  thoughtful  attention 
“Wd  such  interest  in  our  welfare  that  we  appreciate  so  much  that  we  want 
you  and  the  Auxiliary  to  know  that  we  do  so.” 

(6)  “We  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  express  to  the  ladies  of  the  Auxiliary 
the  love  and  gratitude  we  feel  for  them  for  their  beneficent  efforts  in  our  be¬ 
half.  It  is  now  nearly  eight  years  since  the  great  conflict,  and  probably  it  is 
but  natural  that  gradually  those  in  health  will  leave  behind  and  forget  their 
less  fortunate  comrades.  And  who  can  notice  this  more  than  the  sick  comrade 
himself,  and  who  can  appreciate  more  the  ever  staunch  and  loyal  support 
unfalteringly  given  by  the  Auxiliary.  The  ladies  of  the  North  Carolina 
Legion  Auxiliary,  by  their  kindness  and  helping  hands,  have  kept  alive  in  us 
the  desire  to  get  well,  and  the  will  and  determination  to  fight  on  at  this 
seemingly  endless  battle  for  health.  It  has  not  been  an  easy  task,  but  you 
have  carried  to  us  the  message  of  the  Auxiliary  so  long  that  we  have  learned 
to  know  and  love  the  ladies  of  North  Carolina  through  you.  Do  they  know 
that  they  are  all  we  have  left  to  give  us  courage  to  carry  on?  We  extend 
greetings  and  ask  the  blessing  of  God  on  their  work.  Sincerely,  A  Nurse 
Patient.” 

(7)  “To  say  what  the  Auxiliary  means  to  us  at  the  hospital  is  a  large 
order.  There  are  so  many  men  in  so  many  different  circumstances.  There 
are  many  getting  no  compansation.  To  these  go  most  of  the  dollars  which 
come  to  us,  so  that  they  can  get  haircuts,  razor  blades,  soap,  stamps,  and 
the  other  little  things  no  patient  can  do  without.  To  these  men  the  help 
of  the  Auxiliary  is  more  than  a  comfort.  It  is  almost  a  necessity.  To  all 
of  us,  the  occasional  bit  of  jelly,  honey,  or  candy,  the  smokes,  the  favors  for 
special  days,  the  innumerable  things  which  our  friends  of  the  Auxiliary  send, 
help  us  to  remember  that  someone  is  trying  to  cheer  us  along  toward 
health.  I  think  you  know  that  all  of  us  at  times  are  spiritually  hard-up. 
You  know  that  all  of  us  have  jet  black  hours  when  we  think  back  over 
the  long  months  or  years,  wondering  how  long  it  will  be  before  health 
will  return,  wondering  whether  we  may  ever  again  be  of  any  use  to  any¬ 
body.  We  wonder  if  anyone  cares  whether  we  live  or  die.  Such  hours  are 
infrequent,  but  they  do  come,  and  when  they  do,  it  is  a  help  to  know  that 
out  in  the  world  there  are  people  who  care  so  much  for  our  welfare  that 
they  are  willing  to  put  their  hard-earned  cash  and  valuable  time  into 
sending  us  material  help.  Materially  and  spiritually,  the  things  that  are 
sent  us  help  both  ways.  Many  things  are  almost  impossible  to  buy,  such 
as  home-made  candy  and  jelly,  and  the  writing  pads  which  we  all  use  every 
day.  And  to  the  men  without  compensation,  the  money  comes  close  to 
being  a  real  Godsend.  Gratefully  yours.” 
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From  the  Pennsylvania  Boys  at  Oteen: 

“I  am  writing  you  in  behalf  of  a  few  of  the  Pennsylvania  boys  here  at 
the  hospital,  to  extend,  through  you,  our  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina  for  their  work  here  at 
Oteen.  Three  years’  hospitalization  at  Oteen  has  made  me  somewhat  of  an 
authority  on  life  here  and  the  work  done  by  the  various  organizations.  The 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  heads  the  list  for  real  work  done;  in  fact,  I 
would  almost  be  tempted  to  say  it  constitutes  the  whole  list.  To  do  some 
work  for  the  boys  in  the  hospital  off  and  on  at  various  intervals  during  the 
year  is  all  very  well,  and  is  appreciated ;  but  to  keep  on  the  job  day  in 
and  day  out,  as  the  Auxiliary  has  done,  is  an  altogether  different  proposi¬ 
tion.  It  is  hard  work,  with  little  or  no  flag  waving  or  cheering  to  relieve 
the  monotony;  but  surely  no  group  could  do  the  good  you  are  doing,  bring 
us  the  happiness  and  contentment  you  are  bringing  us,  without  feeling  the 

t 

satisfaction  of  work  well  done,  of  service  rendered.  I  am  looking  forward 
to  my  return  home  in  the  near  future,  and  shall  carry  many  pleasant  mem¬ 
ories  with  me,  made  possible  by  the  ladies  of  the  North  Carolina  Auxiliary. 
With  all  good  wishes  for  your  Organization  and  its  individual  members,  we 
are,  Sincerely,  The  Pennsylvania  Boys  at  Oteen.” 

From  Our  Poet,  The  “Do  Boy” 

THE  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

Hail  to  the  Legion  Auxiliary, 

Hail  to  the  mothers  and  wives, 

Hail  to  the  sisters  and  daughters, 

Of  the  men  who  offered  their  lives. 

Who,  through  the  years  that  have  passed, 

Who,  though  their  own  hearts  were  sore, 

Have  never  forgotten  the  wounded  and  sick, 

The  wreckage  cast  up  by  the  war. 

Through  the  long  years,  empty  and  bleak, 

Still  they  remembered  the  ailing  and  weak, 

Gave  of  their  substance,  gave  of  their  love, 

Gave  in  the  spirit  of  Heaven  above. 

For  “we  were  sick,  and  they  visited  us,” 

Cheered  us  again  and  again; 

Seeking,  insisting  on,  something  to  do  for  us. 

God  knows  they  have  not  toiled  in  vain. 

Hail  to  the  Legion  Auxiliary, 

Hail  to  the  mothers  and  wives, 
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Hail  to  the  sisters  and  daughters 
Who  are  giving  us  back  our  lives. 

“Do  Boy.” 

What  more  do  we  need  to  make  it  understood  that  what  we  are  doing 
is  worth  while?  When  we  say  that  these  are  real  men,  who  played  the 
game  as  real  men  play  it,  it  is  enough.  “Shall  we  not  measure  up  to  them, 
and  play  our  game  as  real  women,  by  bringing  comfort  and  cheer  to  them 
so  long  as  they  shall  need  it?”  As  one  boy  put  it,  “You  helped  us  not  only 
materially,  but  spiritually.”  But,  for  many  of  them  the  grade  is  too  steep, 
the  hike  too  long,  the  pack  too  heavy.  So — 

“Down  the  wind  and  far  away — 

Bugles  are  blowing  Taps  today.” 

“Have  you  forgotten  what  they  did  for  you? 

Those  days  of  darkness — are  they  buried,  too? 

Is  the  old  name  of  Flanders  but  a  dream? 

Have  you  forgotten  the  loud  cannon’s  scream? 

The  terror  that  our  young  battalions  knew? 

Hushed  are  the  guns,  the  years  we  blundered  through 
Are  gone,  thank  God;  yet  some  who  dared  to  do 
The  awful  work  are  blundering  down  Life’s  stream — 

Have  you  forgotten? 

%  Talk  not  of  justice,  truth,  and  mercy!  Few 

May  prate  of  these,  when  we  remembering,  view 
The  hosts  returned  who  followed  the  great  gleam, 

And  now,  are  Soul  Sick ,  Body  Sick! 

The  beam — 

t 

Is  in  our  eyes — Oh,  let  not  this  be  true. 

Have  you  forgotten?” 

REHABILITATION  REPORT,  1926 


Total  contributed  by  Units .  $14,548.06 

Total  contributed  by  Pennsylvania .  4,000.00 

Total  contributed  by  Friends  .  1,500.00 

Amount  Contributed  to  Rehabilitation  Fund .  1,665.65 

On  hand,  September  1,  1925 .  232.74 

Disbursements  (from  Rehabilitation  Fund) .  1,284.00 

YEAR’S  REPORT  OF  UNITS 

Asheville  . $  2,349.18 

Belmont  .  279.50 
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Brevard  . 20.00 

Charlotte  . 528.32 

Concord  .  118.42 

Durham  . . . 115.00 

Fayetteville  .  200.00 

Fuquay  Springs  .  115.85 

Gastonia  .  241.00 

Greensboro  .  300.21 

Greenville  . . .  314.20 

Hendersonville  .  114.42 

Hickory  .  1,364.25 

Kings  Mountain  .  46.00 

Kinston  .  257.00 

Lenoir  .  235.57 

Lexington  .  155.16 

Louisburg  .  133.69 

Marion  .  257.25 

Monroe  .  1,007.51 

Mooresville  . 68.50 

New  Bern  .  650.00 

North  Wilkesboro  .  241.77 

Raeford  .  60.00 

Raleigh  . 890.75 

Rocky  Mount  .  628.75 

St.  Pauls  .  64.00 

Salisbury  . 640.95 

Sanford  .  152.00 

Scotland  Neck  .  477.50 

Snow  Hill  . 25.00 

Southern  Pines  .  179.25 

Spring  Hope  . . . . .  196  00 

Statesville  . 55.00 

Sylva  .  79.67 

Tarboro  .  225.00 

Warrenton  . 88.40 

Washington  .  75.00 

Weldon  . 311.48 

Wilmington  . 427.00 

Wilson  .  209.30 

Winston-Salem  .  575.41 

Abbeville,  S.  C . 77.80 

Carthage  .  6.00 

By  Pennsylvania  Auxiliary  . . .  4,000  00 

By  Friends  .  1,500.00 
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Reidsville  . 
High  Point 


75.00 

125.00 


Total 


. $20,248.06 

MINNIE  GWALTNEY,  Chairman 


Miss  Gwaltney  moved  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  The 
motion  was  seconded,  and  duly  carried. 

The  President  then  said: 

I  am  happy  to  recognize  in  the  audience  Mr.  Josephus  Daniels,  who  was 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  during  the  World  War.  Will  the  Pages  please  escort 
him  to  the  stage. 

Mr.  Daniels  addressed  the  Auxiliary  as  follows: 

It  is  indeed  a  privilege  and  a  pleasure  to  leave  the  Legion  Convention 
and  come  to  see  better  looking  people.  You  know  in  the  Navy  we  always 
refer  to  the  beautiful  ships  as  “she.”  Everything  in  the  Navy  is  female,  and 
so  when  the  World  War  began,  we  enrolled  women  for  Naval  service. 
The  only  people  that  have  ever  been  enrolled  with  all  the  privileges  of 
military  men  were  the  women  who  served  in  the  Navy.  A  few  days  after 
the  World  War  was  declared,  the  Chief  of  Navigation  came  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  and  said:  “We  are  overwhelmed  with  work,  and  we  have 
no  appropriation  to  employ  help.  We  have  money  for  ships  and  every¬ 
thing  else  we  need — but  no  money  for  clerical  or  stenographic  help.”  I  said 
to  him,  “Why  don’t  you  enroll  women  as  Yeomen,  so  they  can  do  the 
needed  work  of  stenographers  and  clerks  and  bookkeepers?”  He  replied, 
“I  know  of  no  law  authorizing  their  enrollment.”  I  said,  “Do  you  find  any 
law  saying  that  a  Yeoman  shall  be  a  man?”  “I  do  not,”  he  said.  “Then,” 
I  said,  “enroll  them.”  We  enrolled  thirty  thousand  women  as  Yeomen  in 
the  Navy;  and  to  differentiate  them  from  the  male  Yeomen  in  the  Navy, 
we  called  them  “Yeomen  F,”  and  they  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
all  the  Navy  enlisted  personnel.  They  received  the  bonus,  they  have  the 
right  of  life  insurance — every  right  and  privilege  that  belong  to  the  men 
in  the  Army  and  Navy  belong  to  those  women. 

We  had  some  peculiar  experiences.  It  wasn’t  at  first  known  what  duties 
they  were  to  perform,  or  at  what  place.  One  lady  went  down  to  the 
Washington  Navy  Yard  to  enroll,  and  said,  “I  want  to  enroll  in  the  Navy; 
but  before  I  do,  I  want  to  know  what  ship  I  am  to  be  on.  I  want  to  serve 
on  the  Nevada.”  I  don’t  know  whether  she  had  a  sweetheart  on  that 
dreadnaught  or  not.  That  might  have  been  her  motive.  She  was  a 
“goodlooker.” 
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It  has  been  the  women  of  every  country,  who,  after  our  Wars,  have 
preserved  the  history  of  the  struggle.  Much  of  the  history  of  the  Civil 
War  was  allowed  to  be  lost.  Today  what  we  have  of  it  has  been  largely 
because  the  women  have  collected  it.  It  has  ever  been  true  that,  if  those 
who  are  wounded,  and  those  who  need  help,  are  to  be  taken  care  of,  we 
must  have  the  interest,  the  sympathy,  the  leadership  of  the  women.  I  feel 
that  in  the  Auxiliary  you  compose  a  part  of  the  Legion  which  is  very  much 
more  than  is  generally  understood — you  compose  the  inspiration  of  it  and 
the  direction.  I  sat  and  heard  the  reading  of  what  you  have  done  at  Oteen 
— and  know  you  have  done  likewise  at  all  the  hospitals — and  I  know  what 
you  did  in  the  War.  I  was  overseas.  I  never  went  anywhere  that  I  didn’t 
find  the  women — in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.’s,  and  Red  Cross,  and  nursing  near 
the  trenches. 

I  sometimes  think,  if  you  halfway  knew  how  much  you  mean  to  make 
men  stand  straight,  and  shoot  straight,  live  straight,  and  die  straight,  and 
be  worthy  of  their  mothers,  you  would  tremble  for  the  responsibility  of  it. 
And  so,  in  the  work  that  you  have  in  hand  now,  you  are  leading,  you  are 
guiding,  and  you  are  helping,  and  I  am  proud  to  be  permitted  to  come 
here  and  take  a  moment  to  tell  you  of  how  your  devotion  is  appreciated 
by  your  countrymen,  particularly  by  those  of  us  whose  hearts  were  fully 
enlisted  in  the  World  War. 

I  understand  you  are  going  to  elect  officers,  and  I  think  that  is  a  very 
important  matter,  and  I  must  not  keep  you  from  that  duty.  I  thought  of 
offering  my  name  as  a  candidate;  but  I  left  my  hoopskirt  at  home.  I  wish 
for  the  Legion  nothing  at  all  except  that  they  may  always  have  your 
support  and  guidance  and  love.  With  that,  all  things  are  possible. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  thanked  by  the  President,  and  given  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  be  with  us  next  year. 

The  President  introduced  Mr.  W.  L.  Harrell,  a  representative 
of  the  Oteen  Chapter,  Disabled  American  Veterans. 

Mr.  Harrell  said: 

Ladies,  I  feel  greatly  embarrassed  to  speak  after  so  many  distinguished 
predecessors  have  spoken  so  well.  But  I  want  to  express,  as  well  as  I  am 
able,  the  appreciation  of  all  the  men  at  Oteen  for  the  work  which  the 
Auxiliary  has  done  there.  Most  of  us  are  unable  to  express  our  emotions. 
However,  I  am  sure  that  I  express  the  sentiments  of  every  man  at  Oteen 
when  I  say  that  nothing  that  is  done  for  them  is  more  appreciated  than 
the  work  which  the  Auxiliary  does. 

I  have  come  here  as  a  Representative  of  the  Oteen  Chapter,  No.  3, 
Disabled  American  Veterans  of  the  World  War,  to  speak  to  you  for  but  a 
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moment  about  our  Forget-me-not  sale.  We  have  an  organization  of  about 
five  hundred  fifty  members  there,  which  composes  most  of  the  men  who  are 
eligible  to  disability  pay.  Most  of  us  are  Legionnaires,  but  as  there  is  a 
somewhat  closer  tie  between  those  who  are  disabled  in  the  hospitals,  we 
usually  have  the  largest  membership,  most  of  us  being  unable  to  get  out 
and  do  anything  on  the  outside,  and  the  only  thing  we  can  do  is  with  the 
co-operation  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  disabled  ex-Service  men. 
The  only  money  we  have  is  from  the  Forget-me-not  sale,  which  is  similar  to 
the  Poppy  Sale. 

Your  Rehabilitation  Chairman  reported  that  last  year  the  Auxiliary 
helped  us  collect  about  $2,000.00  through  this  State.  It  is  spent  for 
emergencies  mostly.  Situations  arise  that  have  to  be  attended  to  immedi¬ 
ately.  We  have  organized  to  carry  out  this  work  in  that  way.  We  pay 
half  of  the  salary  of  a  service  officer;  the  Legion  pays  the 
other  half.  We  also  attempt  to  put  a  wreath  on  the  grave  of  every  man 
who  dies,  and  whose  body  is  sent  from  Oteen.  The  Government  furnishes 
the  Flag,  but  we  feel  that  there  should  be  something  else.  That  is  quite 
an  item  of  expense,  too,  for  although  we  spend  only  a  few  dollars  on  each 
wreath,  that  amounts  to  an  average  of  about  $15.00  each  month.  Of  course, 
when  these  men  go  home,  they  have  friends;  but  it  has  been  my  privilege 
to  attend  the  funerals  of  some  of  those  who  died  alone,  without  relatives 
or  close  friends.  They  are  buried  in  the  Government  Cemetery,  at  Ashe¬ 
ville;  and  we  attempt  to  do  what  we  can.  Of  course,  it  is  but  little  at  best, 
but  usually  that  is  all  there  is — a  wreath  and  a  Flag. 

Then,  in  the  third  place,  we  use  this  money  for  relief  work.  Your 
Rehabilitation  Chairman  reports  that  there  are  approximately  two  hundred 
forty  men  at  Oteen  who  do  not  receive  compensation.  This  number  is 
growing,  because  it  is  very  hard  for  the  men  to  establish  claims.  They 
have  families  in  many  cases.  If  you  will  allow  me,  I  will  mention  one  or 
two  instances  of  the  work  that  we  do. 

Just  recently,  we  found  there  was  a  man  receiving  no  compensation,  and 
seriously  ill.  His  wife  had  come  up  from  a  neighboring  State  and  it  was 
found  that  she  also  had  tuberculosis.  She  was  living  in  a  damp  cellar, 
with  one  attic-like  window,  with  nobody  to  look  after  her.  She  had  to  be 
put  in  a  hospital  somewhere.  It  seems  that  the  place  from  which  she  came 
wasn’t  able  to  take  care  of  her  in  a  case  of  that  kind.  The  Red  Cross 
was  notified,  but  they  haven’t  funds  to  keep  up  these  families  indefinitely. 
We  took  the  matter  up,  and  are  now  keeping  her  in  a  sanatorium.  We 
don’t  know  how  long  we  are  going  to  be  able  to  do  that. 

So  the  greater  part  of  our  funds  go  in  that  way.  I  am  not  here  to  sug¬ 
gest  what  you  shall  do.  I  simply  want  to  thank  you  for  what  you  have 

done  in  the  past.  I  want  to  say  that  wc  are  going  to  hold  our  sale  of  these 

little  blue  flowers  throughout  this  State  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  October. 
There  is  only  one  active  Chapter,  and  that  is  at  Oteen.  The  men  are  not 
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able  to  get  out  of  the  hospital,  and  we  feel  that  we  do  not  like  to  ask 
anybody  who  is  not  in  some  way  interested  in  the  ex-Soldier  to  work 
with  us.  Therefore,  we  feel  we  can  ask  you  to  help  us  make  this  drive  a 
success.  You  can  help  us,  if  you  are  able  to  take  charge  of  it,  sponsor  it; 
and  the  main  thing  is  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of  girls  on  that  day  to  get 
out  and  do  a  little  bit  of  hard  work.  We  will  furnish  the  flowers,  posters, 
advertising  matter,  and  everything  that  you  ask  for.  We  always  ask  that 
a  bank  be  designated  as  a  depository  for  the  funds.  The  Officers  who 
administer  this  money  are  bonded,  so  there  is  very  little  chance  of  it  going 
where  it  should  not  go. 

I  am  sure  that  there  are  a  good  many  more  things  I  would  like  to  say; 
but  I  know,  in  view  of  the  business  that  you  have  to  transact,  that  I 
should  not  say  any  more,  except  to  express  my  appreciation  to  your 
President  and  to  all  of  you  for  this  opportunity  which  you  have  given 
us,  to  lay  this  matter  before  you,  and  to  thank  you  for  your  unfailing 
sympathy  and  support. 

The  President  assured  Mr.  Harrell  that  the  Auxiliary  might 
be  depended  upon  to  assist  the  Disabled  Veterans  at  any  time, 
and  in  any  way  possible. 

An  invitation  to  hold  its  Seventh  Annual  Department  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Washington  was  extended  the  Convention,  and  enthusi¬ 
astically  accepted,  when  it  was  announced  that  the  Legion  had 
accepted  a  similar  invitation. 

Mrs.  Lowe  moved  that  we  adopt  the  Constitution  Report  as 
read  at  a  previous  session.  Mrs.  Gudger  seconded  the  motion, 
and  the  President  declared  the  Constitution,  as  it  stands,  adopted. 
Whereupon  Mrs.  Lowe  and  her  Committee  were  thanked  for  their 
untiring  efforts  in  preparing  the  Constitution. 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Grier  read  the  Report  of  the  Resolutions  Com¬ 
mittee  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  members  of  the  Resolutions  Committee,  wish  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolutions: 

WHEREAS,  in  the  course  of  human  events  it  often  becomes  necessary 
to  offer  an  expression  of  sympathy;  therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  BY  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY,  IN 
CONVENTION  ASSEMBLED,  that  we  adopt  as  our  official  means  of 
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sympathetic  expression  a  floral  wreath  of  bay  leaves,  bound  by  the  colors 
of  the  Auxiliary,  and ‘bearing  the  inscription,  “American  Legion  Auxiliary,” 
with  the  name  of  the  Unit. 

WHEREAS,  Dr.  Lee,  of  Sanatorium,  has  rendered  invaluable  service  to 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  in  carrying 
on  its  Child  Welfare  work  at  Oteen  during  the  past  year,  now  therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  BY  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY,  IN 
CONVENTION  ASSEMBLED,  at  Hickory,  on  August  24,  1926,  that  we 
extend  to  Dr.  Lee  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  Department. 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  established  in  the  United  States  Veterans’ 
Bureau  a  Guardianship  Service,  which  Service  has  been  functioning  for 
approximately  eighteen  months;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  believes  that  there  is  a  great  need  for  this  Service,  which  was 
created  to  protect  the  interest  of  insane  veterans  and  minor  children  who 
are  receiving  Federal  funds;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  President  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Service  Officer,  Chairman  of  the  State  Child  Welfare  Committee,  and 
Director  of  the  Veterans’  Service  Office  of  North  Carolina,  have  held  many 
Guardianship  Conferences  during  the  year,  and  have  kept  in  close  touch 
with  the  policies  and  purposes  of  the  Guardianship  Service,  and  by  this 
means  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  familiar  with  what  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  in  the  Guardianship  work  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  therefore, 
BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  in  convention  assembled,  at  Hickory,  August  23  and  24, 
1926,  pledges  its  continued  co-operation  to  the  United  States  Veterans* 
Bureau  Guardianship  Service,  to  the  end  that  Federal  funds  being  received 
by  Guardians  for  the  benefit  of  insane  veterans  and  minor  children  shall 
be  fully  protected,  and  that  each  Unit  appoint  a  Guardianship  Officer  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  estate  of  wards  is  administered  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  this  State;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  commends  the  United  States  Veterans’  Bureau 
for  the  most  excellent  work  being  accomplished  in  safeguarding  the  interests 
of  insane  veterans  and  minor  children  receiving  Federal  funds  through 
Guardians,  and  pledges  the  full  support  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
in  North  Carolina  in  carrying  out  this  most  worthy  and  vital  program ;  and 
BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  the  proper  Court  Officials  in  this 
State  be  requested  to  co-operate  with  the  United  States  Veterans’  Bureau 
and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  to  the  end  that  the  accounts  of  Guard¬ 
ians  of  incompetent  veterans  and  minor  children  of  veterans  be  carefully 
checked,  and  the  laws  of  the  State  enforced,  and  violations  prosecuted;  and 
BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to 
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the  Director  of  the  United  States  Veterans’  Bureau  and  to  the  National 
Guardianship  Officer  of  the  United  States  Veterans’  Bureau. 

BERNICE  TURNER,  Chairman. 

Each  Resolution  was  taken  up  separately,  discussed,  moved 
for  adoption,  and  duly  carried. 

Mrs.  Homer  Beaman,  Chairman,  read  the  Poppy  Report  as 
follows: 

POPPY  REPORT 

If  the  poppies  which  were  sold  in  North  Carolina  this  year  were  placed 
petal  to  petal  they  would  make  a  border  more  than  two  miles  in  length — 
a  beautiful  picture  in  itself,  but  indescribably  beautiful  when  one  realizes 
that  each  little  flower  has  been  a  blessing  to  our  Veterans  with  sick  minds 
or  bodies,  to  little  children,  or  to  mothers  who  are  bravely  holding  their 
families  together. 

Units  of  North  Carolina,  you  may  be  proud  of  this  record,  for  you  have 
made  it.  From  mountain  to  seashore  you  have  scattered  the  Poppies — 
87,000  made  by  our  disabled,  and  15,000  made  by  your  own  faithful  mem¬ 
bers.  As  you  sowed,  you  reaped;  for  $8,010.71  was  gathered,  and  again 
parceled  out  to  those  for  whom  our  Organization  exists.  To  our  Depart¬ 
ment  service  fund  went  $2,711.68 — part  for  the  Rehabilitation  Fund,  which 
Miss  Gwaltney  spends  with  a  loving  heart  and  a  wise  hand;  and  part  for 
the  Oteen  Nurse  Fund,  which  is  giving  the  children  of  our  disabled  Veterans 
at  Oteen  a  better  chance  at  facing  life.  National  Child  Welfare  received 
$493.29,  and  although  not  ten  per  cent,  of  the  poppy  proceeds,  as  asked 
for,  this  is  a  sum  of  which  we  need  not  be  ashamed.  In  Unit  treasuries 
there  is  $3,896.73,  to  be  spent  according  to  your  reports,  for  local  Child 
Welfare,  for  your  Wards  at  Oteen,  and  for  the  needs  of  local  disabled  men 
and  their  families.  Your  reports  show  that  you  are  keeping  faith  with 
those  who  died,  in  ministering  to  the  physical  and  mental  comforts  of  those 
who  live.  To  Legion  Posts,  $860.47  was  given  by  various  Units.  Consid1 
ering  the  total  amount  of  profits,  the  men  have  been  most  generous,  allowing 
the  women  in  this  case  to  hold  the  pocketbook.  Their  trust  in  us  is  not 
misplaced. 

I  am  very  much  gratified  that  the  commercial  poppy  is  almost  eliminated 
from  our  program  in  North  Carolina.  Only  2,495  were  used  this  year, 
against  11,000  last  year.  The  Unit  which  sold  the  majority  of  that  number 
did  so  because  of  a  misunderstanding  of  where  our  poppies  were  made, 
and  has  gladly  promised  to  buy  them  hereafter.  In  speaking  of  the  poppy¬ 
making  industry,  which  has  been  instituted  in  so  many  of  our  Government 
Hospitals,  Mrs.  Macauley,  our  National  Poppy  Chairman,  said,  “Jus*  know 
that  our  little  poppy,  though  not  the  Oriental  sleep  flower,  was  literally 
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the  sleep  flower,  for  it  enabled  harassed  men  to  rest,  knowing  they  could 
send  money  to  their  families  who  otherwise  would  be  in  want.” 

May  I  again  express  my  appreciation  to  you  for  your  wonderful  response 
to  our  program?  If  time  permitted,  I  would  tell  of  the  great  sales  each 
Unit  has  reported.  Between  the  lines  of  your  reports,  I  read  of  your 
careful  planning,  your  concentrated  efforts,  and  your  love  for  the  Cause 
which  the  sales  represented.  To  me  is  given  the  honor  of  making  the 
report;  but  to  you  I  give  the  credit  for  success. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  Mr.  Stevens,  State  Commander  of  the  American 
Legion,  for  his  assistance,  his  interest,  and  co-operation  in  our  poppy  pro¬ 
gram. 

Our  Department  President  and  our  Secretary,  Miss  Lee  and  Mrs.  Lee,  have 
made  my  work  as  Poppy  Chairman  a  great  pleasure.  They  have  given  me 
inspiration  because  of  their  faithful  service.  I  shall  always  treasure  this 
year  of  Auxiliary  work  because  of  my  association  with  them. 

Next  year  I  hope  North  Carolina  will  exceed  this  splendid  record  of  1926. 
May  we  find  encouragement  in  these  words: 

“If  poppies  blow  where  heroes  lie, 

Think  not  the  flag  of  shame  we’ll  fly. 

Our  duty  to  them  lies  at  hand — 

Help  to  the  living  in  this  land.” 

Department — NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Number  of  poppies  made  in  hospitals  of  the  State — NONE.  (Our  hos¬ 
pital  is  for  tubercular  patients.) 

Number  of  poppies  made  by  disabled  Service  men  in  other  States — 87,000. 

Number  of  poppies  made  by  Units — 

Small  poppies — 15,000. 

Large,  for  decoration — 200. 

How  many  wreaths  sold — NONE. 

Total  profits  from  poppy  sale — $8,010.71. 

How  divided: 

Legion  Posts.  Several  received  half.  TOTAL,  $860.47. 

Department  Service  Fund — $2,711.68. 

National  Child  Welfare — $493.29. 

Unit  Service  Funds — $3,996.73. 

Number  films  purchased  in  Department — 11. 

Number  of  poppy  booklets — 22. 

Reports  received  to  date  on  number  poppies  sold  by  Units  which  were 
made  by  disabled — 51,534. 

Number  Units  not  reported — 10. 

Commercial  poppies  used — 2,495. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(MRS.  HOMER)  FAY  P.  BEAMAN,  Chairman. 
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It  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Beaman  that  we  accept  the  Poppy 
Report  as  read.  The  motion  was  duly  seconded,  and  carried. 

The  following  telegrams  were  read  by  the  Secretary: 

Charlotte,  N.  C.,  August  23,  1926. 

American  Legion  Auxiliary, 

Hickory,  N.  C. 

The  Charlotte  Chapter  of  War  Mothers  sends  hearty  greetings  to  the 
Legion  Auxiliary  in  Convention  assembled. 

MRS.  E.  P.  TINGLEY,  Secretary  Charlotte  Chapter. 

Asheville,  N.  C.,  August  23,  1926. 

Miss  Annie  Lee, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Hickory,  N.  C. 

Many  thanks  to  the  Legion  Auxiliary  for  their  numerous  kindnesses 
during  the  last  year.  We  want  you  all  to  feel  that  they  have  been  deeply 
appreciated.  We  hope  that  we  will  have  Miss  Gwaltney  with  us  again 
during  the  coming  year,  for  we  all  love  her,  and  look  forward  to  her  visits. 

NURSE  PATIENTS,  WARDS  ONE  AND  TWO,  OTEEN 

Asheville,  N.  C.,  August  22,  1926 

Miss  Annie  Lee, 

President  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Hickory,  N.  C. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  accept  your  most  courteous 
invitation  to  attend  the  Hickory  Convention.  The  great  work  which  your 
Organization  is  doing  toward  the  rehabilitation,  relief,  and  welfare  of  my 
disabled  comrades  cannot  fail  to  appeal  to  all  patriotic  Americans.  With 
such  a  splendid  objective  of  service,  you  will  always  be  assured  of  success. 
Please  convey  to  the  good  women  of  your  Organization  our  greetings  and 
deep  appreciation  of  their  interest  in  us. 

DISABLED  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OF  WORLD  WAR, 

E.  K.  Carter,  State  Commander. 

Miss  Annie  Lee, 

President  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Hickory,  N.  CL 

Sorry  cannot  be  with  you.  Greetings  from  Paris  and  myself. 

(MRS.  D.  B.)  J.  DESBRIERE  IRWIN. 
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Winston-Salem,  N.  C.,  August  22,  1926. 

Miss  Annie  Lee, 

President  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Hotel  Hickory,  Hickory,  N.  C. 

Please  express  to  the  Convention  my  sincere  regrets  that  I  am  not  able  to 
be  present,  and  let  me  wish  for  you  and  the  members  a  most  successful 
and  happy  meeting. 

MRS.  J.  K.  NORFLEET. 

Mrs.  Hubert  E.  Olive  moved  that  we  send  a  telegram  to  our 
National  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  expressing 
appreciation  of  her  greeting,  and  also  that  we  reply  to  all  tele¬ 
grams  of  greeting.  The  motion  was  unanimously  carried. 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass  read  the  Membership  Report  which  was 
unanimously  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 

Last  year,  when  I  was  appointed  to  serve  as  your  Membership  Chairman, 
I  accepted  with  fear  and  trembling ;  but  now  I  can  truly  say  that  the  year 
has  gone  too  swiftly,  and  that  I  count  it  a  privilege  to  have  served  you. 
For  your  information,  and  your  approval,  I  submit  the  following  report: 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  today  stands  in  a  unique  position.  It  has 
established  itself,  and  proved  its  value  for  service.  Our  accomplishments  of 
the  past  in  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare  have  made  the  campaign  for 
new  members  an  easier  one  this  year.  Very  few  Units  have  not  shown  an 
increase,  and  this  gives  an  idea  of  what  really  can  be  done.  Allow  me  to 
reiterate,  it  is  an  enviable  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

At  the  December,  1925,  meeting  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee, 
it  was  decided  that  a  membership  drive  should  be  held  from  January  1  to 
May  1,  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  drive  a  temporary  award  should  be 
made  of  the  two  Membership  Cups  awarded  annually  by  the  Department. 
It  was  announced  that,  during  this  drive,  all  Units  re-enrolling  ALL  of  their 
1925  members  by  the  end  of  February  were  to  have  their  names  placed  on 
the  Department  Honor  Roll,  and  published  through  the  Forward  Observa¬ 
tion  Post  in  the  State  papers.  The  Units  winning  this  distinction  were; 
Kiffin  Rockwell,  No.  2,  of  Asheville;  Lexington,  No.  8,  of  Lexington; 
Hornets’  Nest,  No.  9,  of  Charlotte;  Newton,  No.  16,  of  Newton;  Clyde 
Bolling,  No.  55,  of  Winston-Salem;  Shirley-Hill,  No.  94,  of  Snow  Hill;  and 
Jambes,  No.  105,  of  Louisburg. 

At  the  close  of  the  drive,  one  cup,  for  the  largest  number  of  new  mem¬ 
bers,  was  awarded  to  the  Unit  of  Hornets’  Nest  Post,  No.  9,  of  Charlotte, 
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for  having  enrolled  sixty-one  new  members;  and  the  other,  for  the  highest 
percentage  of  gain,  to  the  Unit  of  Hickory  Post,  No.  48,  of  Hickory,  this 
Unit  having  made  an  increase  of  122  per  cent. 

This  being  “Membership  Year,”  it  was  decided  by  the  Department 
Officers  that  another  drive  was  necessary  in  order  to  bring  North  Carolina 
to  the  front  ranks,  and,  as  a  greater  incentive  to  work  for  new  members, 
three  additional  trophies  were  announced,  to  be  awarded  permanently  at 
the  Hickory  Convention  to  the  Units  winning  them.  The  Department 
President,  Miss  Lee,  offered  a  cup  to  the  individual  member  enrolling  the 
highest  number  of  new  members  during  the  entire  year.  I  was  made  happy 
today  when  I  learned  that  I  had  won  this  trophy,  for  having  enrolled  one 
hundred  twenty-eight  new  members  prior  to  the  closing  of  Department 
books.  In  addition  to  this  number,  I  have  re-enrolled  two  hundred  seventy- 
seven  old  members.  The  Department  Secretary,  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee, 
announced  that  she  would  award  a  cup  to  the  Unit  reporting  the  largest 
number  of  members,  old  and  new,  between  May  1,  the  date  of  the  tem¬ 
porary  awarding  of  the  cups,  and  the  closing  of  Department  Books  on 
August  7.  In  this  contest,  two  Units  tied,  Hickory  and  Monroe,  each 
reporting  91  members  during  that  period,  and  to  each  is  presented  a  cup. 
The  “Byrd  Vass  Membership  Cup,”  offered  by  your  Chairman  to  the  Unit 
reporting  the  largest  number  of  new  members  between  May  1  and  August 
7,  also  goes  to  Hickory,  with  88  new  members  reported  during  that  time. 

The  Department  Cup  for  the  largest  number  of  new  members,  held  tem¬ 
porarily  by  Charlotte,  was  won  for  the  year  by  the  Unit  of  Clyde  Bolling 
Post,  No.  55,  of  Winston-Salem,  this  Unit  having  enrolled  147  new  members. 
The  cup  for  the  highest  percentage  of  increase  was  retained  by  the  Hickory 
Unit,  the  final  gain  of  this  Unit  being  nearly  530  per  cent. 

My  first  visit  this  year  to  talk  “membership”  was  to  the  Lexington  Unit. 
The  meeting  was  held  in  a  private  home  with  a  splendid  number  of  members 
present.  This  Unit  has  shown  quite  an  increase  in  membership.  Greensboro 
was  my  next  call,  and  then  again  to  Greensboro  to  a  joint  campaign  meeting 
of  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  for  members.  This  meeting  was  held  in 
Vick’s  Club  House,  and  was  most  enthusiastic.  Greensboro  also  has  shown  a 
large  gain.  At  High  Point,  in  March,  the  day  of  General  McQuigg’s  visit 
to  the  State,  a  Post  Officers’  Conference  was  held,  and  also  a  meeting  of 

V 

the  Fifth  District,  at  both  of  which  membership  was  stressed.  High  Point 
has  also  surpassed  its  highest  former  membership.  Salisbury  asked  me  to 
speak  there,  but,  unfortunately,  the  date  was  the  same  as  my  own  Unit 
meeting,  so  I  could  not  attend.  I  could  mention  all  Units  separately,  but 
time  forbids.  Winston-Salem  has  made  a  splendid  gain — Asheville  and 
Raleigh  also. 

The  outstanding  meeting  which  I  attended,  excepting  the  one  in  High 
Point  in  honor  of  the  National  Commander,  was  that  of  the  Seventh 
District,  in  Sanford.  In  this  District,  a  noticeable  gain  has  been  made. 
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The  meeting  of  the  Ninth  District,  held  in  Charlotte,  was  also  attended; 
and  at  Boone  I  spoke  on  membership  at  the  organization  of  the  Unit  to 
the  Watauga  Post. 

Regular  bulletins  have  been  sent  to  Unit  Presidents,  Secretaries,  Treasurers. 
Membership  Chairmen,  and  interested  individuals,  as  well  as  personal  letters 
too  numerous  to  be  mentioned. 

Twelve  new  Units  have  been  organized  since  the  first  of  January,  with  a 
total  membership  of  254 — the  Unit  of  Dunn-Erwin  Post,  of  Dunn,  leading, 
with  35  members.  Thirty-six  Units  have  increased  their  membership  this 
year,  nine  have  decreased,  and  four  have  the  same  number  as  in  1925. 

Our  membership  today  (August  23)  is  3,377,  as  compared  with  2,054  at 
the  close  of  last  year.  We  are  growing  each  year;  but  let  us  not  get  away 
from  the  impulse  that  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary.  Let  us  become  further  acquainted  with  its  accomplishments  and 
its  possibilities.  Let  us  put  forth  every  effort  for  the  future,  as  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  our  appreciation  to  the  blessed  boys  in  our  hospitals  and  those  in 
Flanders  Field. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  HARRY  F.  VASS. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  Miller  read  the  completed  report  of  the  Cre¬ 
dentials  Committee. 

COMPLETED  CREDENTIAL  REPORT 

Following  is  the  membership  standing  of  the  Auxiliary  Units  of  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina  at  midnight,  August  7,  the  date  required  by 
the  Constitution  for  the  closing  of  Department  books.  Unit  representation 

at  the  Department  Convention  is  determined  by  this  membership. 

Delegates 

Number  of  Authorized  and  Alternates 


Town 

Members 

Representation 

Registered 

Visitors 

Albemarle  . 

.  10 

1 

0 

0 

Asheboro  . 

.  21 

1 

0 

0 

Asheville  . 

.  153 

7 

9 

1 

Belmont  . 

.  35 

3 

2 

0 

Boone  . 

.  24 

1 

0 

0 

Brevard  . 

.  10 

1 

0 

0 

Bryson  City  . 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

Canton  . 

.  11 

1 

1 

0 

Carthage  . 

.  18 

1 

1 

0 

Charlotte  . 

.  151 

7 

13 

(Page)  1 

Chapel  Hill  . 

.  28 

3 

0 

0 

Concord  . 

.  37 

3 

6 

9 
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Dunn  . 

Durham  . 

Fayetteville  . 

Fuquay  Springs  . 

Gastonia  . 

Greensboro  . 

Greenville  . 

Grover  . 

Henderson  . 

Hendersonville  . 

Hickory  . 

High  Point  . 

Kings  Mountain . 

Kinston  . 

Lenoir  . 

Lexington  . 

Louisburg  . 

Lumberton  . 

Marion  . 

Monroe  . . 

Mooresville  . 

Mount  Airy  ••«•»»••••••• • • •»•••• 

Mount  Holly  . 

New  Bern  . 

Newton  . 

North  Wilkesboro  . 

Pittsboro  . 

Raeford  . 

Raleigh  . . 

Reidsville  . 

Rocky  Mount  . 

St.  Pauls  . . 

•  » 

Salisbury  . 

Sanford  . 

Scotland  Neck  . 

Siler  City  . 

Smithfield  . . . 

Snow  Hill  . 

Southern  Pines  . . . 

Spring  Hope  . 

Statesville  . .. 

Sylva  . . . 

Tarboro  . 

Warren  ton  . 


35 

53 

101 

26 

70 

126 

27 

11 

12 

27 

142 

80 

33 
50 
48 
119 

34 
23 
38 

155 

48 
19 
22 
65 

29 

49 
19 

19 
161 

10 

63 

15 

50 
103 

55 

25 

15 

20 
27 

30 
45 

16 
42 

26 


3 

3 

5 

3 

3 

7 

3 

1 

1 

3 

7 

5 

3 

3 

3 

5 

3 

1 

3 

7 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

7 

1 

3 

1 

3 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 


0 

2 

4 

1 

6 

6 

0 

0 

1 

0 

11 

3 

4 
4 
6 
7 
1 
0 
6 
4 
6 
1 
2 
4 
6 
2 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
2 
0 
0 
1 
2 
1 
6 
0 
1 
0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

(Page)  1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 

(Page)  1 
0 
0 
6 

(Page)  1 
0 
0 
5 
0 

4 
0 
0 
0 

5 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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Washington  .  32  3  1  3 

Weldon  .  33  3  0  0 

Wilmington  .  80  5  1  0 

Wilson  .  86  5  0  0 

Winston-Salem  .  419  17  9  0 


The  total  membership  of  3,367  gives  an  authorized  representation  at  the 
Department  Convention  of  192  delegates  and  192  alternates,  with  105 
registered  delegates  and  51  alternates,  3  National  Officers,  5  Department 
Officers,  5  District  Committeewomen,  and  39  visitors. 


Mrs.  Miller  moved  the  adoption  of  this  report;  Mrs.  Morgan 
seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried. 

Miss  Riddle  gave  the  Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee, 
as  follows: 


Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe . 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass . 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice . 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Smoot,  Jr. 
Mrs.  H.  P.  Grier,  Sr. 

Miss  Annie  Lee  . 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt 


. : . President 

. First  Vice-President 

. Second  Vice-President 

. . . Historian 

. . . . Chaplain 

National  Executive  Committeewoman 
Alternate  Executive  Committeewoman 


The  President  then  called  for  nominations  from  the  floor. 


Mrs.  Croom  moved  that  we  accept  the  nominations  presented 
by  the  Nominating  Committee.  Mrs.  Dunn  seconded  the  motion, 
and  it  was  unanimously  carried,  and  the  Officers  as  nominated 
by  the  Nominating  Committee  were  unanimously  elected. 

The  Districts  nominated  the  following  District  Committee- 
women,  who  were  unanimously  elected  by  the  Convention: 


First  District . Mrs.  H.  E.  Tripp,  Jr.,  Washington 

Second  District . Mrs.  E.  P.  Hyman,  Palmyra 

Third  District . Mrs.  Raymond  Pollock,  New  Bern 

Fourth  District . Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry,  Louisburg 

Fifth  District . Mrs.  N.  L.  Eure,  Greensboro 

Sixth  District . Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan,  Fayetteville 

Seventh  District . Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Monroe 

Eighth  District . Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson,  Statesville 

Ninth  District . Miss  Ona  Choate,  Charlotte 

Tenth  District . Mrs.  J.  M.  Gudger,  Jr.,  Asheville 
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The  following  were  elected  to  represent  North  Carolina  at  the 
National  Convention  in  Philadelphia  in  October: 

DELEGATES:  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie, 
Miss  Orie  Moseley,  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  Miss  Nan  Edwards,  Mrs.  John  T. 
Lowe,  and  Mrs.  H.  P.  Grier. 

ALTERNATES:  Mrs.  Paul  G.  Noell,  Mrs.  Joseph  Bradberry,  Mrs.  David 
Yow,  Mrs.  Randolph  Redfern,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan, 
Mrs.  J.  K.  Slear,  and  Mrs.  S.  S.  Chandley. 

In  case  the  Department  membership  should  increase  before 
the  closing  of  National  books  to  a  number  entitling  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  an  added  representation,  as  is  hoped  and  expected,  Mrs. 
I.  T.  Mann  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Smathers  were  elected  as  Delegate 
and  Alternate,  respectively,  to  be  added  to  the  above  list. 

Here  Mrs.  Dunn  presented  flowers  to  Mrs.  Sam  Lee  as  follows: 

I  have  been  asked  to  do  something  that  is  a  great  pleasure.  It  is  to 
present  to  one  we  all  love — we  all  love  her — we  could  not  help  it — a  token 
in  appreciation  of  her  untiring  efforts  this  year.  We  have  missed  her  so 
much  this  week.  I  present  “little  Miss  Sam  Lee”  these  flowers. 

Mrs.  McKissick  presented  Miss  Annie  Lee  with  a  pin  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

Last  year  it  was  my  great  pleasure  to  be  with  you,  and  again  I  come  to 
you  this  year  a  Representative  of  your  National  Organization;  and  I  have 
been  asked  to  present  to  Miss  Lee  a  Past  President’s  Pin,  for  her  to  wear 
always  and  to  know  that  it  conveys  the  deepest  appreciation  of  the 
Units  of  the  Department. 

Miss  Lee  expressed  her  thanks  as  follows: 

I  am  very  happy  to  receive  this  pin  from  my  Units,  and  especially 
through  you. 

In  the  absence  of  Mrs.  J.  Clinton  Smoot,  Jr.,  Chairman 
of  Trophies  and  Awards,  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass  made  the  following 
presentations: 

To  the  Clyde  Bolling  Unit,  No.  55,  of  Winston-Salem,  the  Department 
Cup  awarded  annually  to  the  Unit  enrolling  the  greatest  number  of  new 
members ; 
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To  the  Hickory  Unit,  No.  48,  of  Hickory,  the  Department  Cup  awarded 
annually  to  the  Unit  showing  the  greatest  percentage  of  increase  in  mem¬ 
bership  ; 

To  the  Hickory  Unit,  No.  48,  of  Hickory,  and  to  the  Melvin  Deese  Unit, 

No.  27,  of  Monroe,  each  a  cup  on  one  side  bearing  the  incription: 

» 

Presented  by 

North  Carolina  Department  Secretary 
Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee 

to 

Unit  securing  largest  number  of  members 
May  1  to  August  7,  1926 

and  on  the  reverse  side  of  one  cup: 

Awarded  to 
Hickory  Unit,  No.  48 
Hickory,  North  Carolina 
August  24,  1926 

And  on  the  other  cup: 

Awarded  to 

Melvin  Deese  Unit,  No.  27 
Monroe,  North  Carolina 
August  24,  1926 

To  Hickory  Unit,  No.  48,  of  Hickory,  the  “Byrd  Vass  Cup,”  offered  to 
the  Unit  securing  the  largest  number  of  new  members  between  May  1  and 
August  7,  1926. 

The  President  presented  Mrs.  Vass  with  a  cup  bearing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  inscription: 

Awarded  to 
Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass 
“Member  Getter” 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Department  of  North  Carolina 
1926 

Presented  by 
Annie  Lee 

Department  President 

The  President  announced  that  the  National  President,  Mrs. 
Eliza  London  Shepard,  would  visit  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina  on  September  7,  and  asked  the  Convention  to  pledge 
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itself  to  a  third  membership  drive  before  her  visit,  the  goal  being 
the  highest  percentage  of  increase  in  membership  among  the 
Departments  by  the  closing  of  books  for  the  National  Convention. 
This  suggestion  was  unanimously  and  enthusiastically  adopted. 

The  President  then  asked  the  representatives  of  the  following 
Units  to  come  forward:  Asheville,  Durham,  Fuquay  Springs, 
Gastonia,  Greensboro,  Hickory,  High  Point,  Kings  Mountain, 
Lenoir,  Lexington,  Louisburg,  Mooresville,  New  Bern,  North 
Wilkesboro,  Raleigh,  Sanford,  Scotland  Neck,  Statesville,  Wil¬ 
mington,  Winston-Salem,  and  Dunn,  a  new  Unit,  to  all  of  whom 
she  presented  Citations  for  having: 

Increased  their  membership  over  the  highest  former  member¬ 
ship; 

Sent  in  Membership  Blanks,  properly  filled  out,  for  every 
member; 

Used  poppies  made  by  the  disabled  or  by  the  Unit  members; 

Paid  the  monthly  tax  in  full; 

Made  a  contribution  to  the  Rehabilitation  Fund; 

Paid  their  quota  to  the  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Miss  Lee  announced  that  three  of  our  members  are  wearing 
the  red  citation  of  the  “8  and  40,”  which  means  that  each  of 
them  has  brought  as  many  as  twenty-five  members  into  her  Unit. 
These  members  are  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  of  Winston-Salem; 
Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Claverie,  Asheville;  and  Miss  Julia  Edwards,  of 
Sanford. 

Mrs.  McKissick  answered  a  few  questions  which  had  been 
left  in  the  Question  Box. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Gudger,  Jr.,  Tenth  District  Committeewoman, 
moved  that  the  reports  of  Standing  Committees  which  remained 
unread  be  filed  with  the  Secretary,  to  be  included  in  the  Minutes. 
The  motion  was  duly  seconded  and  carried,  and  the  following 
reports  handed  in: 

Reports  of  Fifth,  Seventh,  and  Tenth  District  Committeewomen ; 
Report  of  the  Legislative  Chairman;  Report  of  the  Memorials  Chairman; 
Report  of  the  Emblem  Chairman;  Report  of  Gold  Star  Chairman;  Report 
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of  Trophies  and  Awards  Chairman;  Report  of  FIDAC  Chairman;  Report 
of  Heredity  Chairman;  Report  of  Guardianship  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Hubert  E.  Olive  read  the  Report  of  the  Courtesies  Com¬ 
mittee  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  COURTESIES  COMMITTEE 

Our  President  has  given  to  this  Committee  the  pleasure  of  telling  the 
good  people  of  Hickory  what  a  wonderful  Convention  and  delightful  visit 
they  have  given  us. 

Perhaps  you  have  noticed  how  many  familiar  faces  you  have  seen.  This 
is  proof  that  Fayetteville  gave  us  a  great  time  there  last  year,  and  made 
us  anxious  to  unite  again.  Hickory  most  assuredly  has  lived  up  to  past 
records  in  a  most  generous  and  hospitable  manner. 

To  the  members  of  the  American  Legion,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
and  the  citizens  of  Hickory,  we  extend  our  whole-hearted  thanks  and 
appreciation  for  their  untiring  efforts  to  entertain  and  serve  us. 

We  thank  the  Reception  Committee  for  making  us  feel  at  home  from  the 
very  start.  Each  committee  seems  to  have  surpassed  the  other  in  their 
efficiency. 

We  thank  the  Pastor  and  congregation  of  the  Reformed  Church  of 
Hickory  for  the  use  of  their  beautiful  building. 

We  extend  to  the  Hotel  force,  from  manager  to  bellboys,  our  thanks 
for  their  service,  thoughtfulness,  and  courtesy. 

We  wish  to  express  our  admiration  of  your  beautiful  little  city.  The 
merchants,  public  officials,  and  decorating  committee  have  wrought  well  in 
their  efforts  to  put  on  holiday  attire.  We  feel  proud  that  this  was  done 
in  our  honor. 

“Barbecue”  seems  to  be  a  magic  word  among  men,  and  I  believe  that 
the  women  liked  it  equally  as  well.  The  citizens  of  Hickory,  Newton,  and 
Lenoir  joined  in  staging  this  barbecue  at  Blowing  Rock,  which  we  all 
enjoyed  so  much.  Even  if  we  could  not  get  a  full  view  of  the  unequaled 
beauty  of  the  scenery,  we  can  at  least  go  home  and  say  that  we  washed 
our  faces  in  the  clouds.  We  feel  proud  that  these  sister  towns  invited  us, 
and  gave  us  their  approval  in  this  manner. 

We  want  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Hickory  Unit  of  the  Auxiliary  for 
their  delightfully  arranged  luncheon,  reception,  and  dance. 

The  press  of  Hickory  and  of  the  State  have  been  most  generous  with 
publicity.  We  thank  them,  for  we  do  want  the  people  at  large  to  know 
of  the  good  work  which  we  are  doing. 

Our  Pages  have  been  faithful  and  efficient,  as  well  as  an  adornment  to 
our  meetings.  We  want  them  to  know  that  we  appreciate  their  services. 

We  wish  to  voice  our  appreciation  of  Miss  Annie  Lee  as  our  President. 
She  has  given  her  whole  heart  and  energy  to  us  for  two  years.  Words 
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fail  when  we  try  to  tell  her  how  we  love  her,  and  how  deeply  we  do 
appreciate  her  efforts  and  accomplishments.  To  Mrs.  Sam  Lee  and  other 
Department  Officials  we  also  give  our  thanks  for  their  loyalty  and  efficiency. 

We  all  will  go  home  with  happy  hearts  and  sweet  memories  of  this 
meeting  of  good  fellowship,  hoping  that  some  day  we  will  be  able  to  repay 
this  real  Southern  hospitality. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  HUBERT  E.  OLIVE,  Chairman. 

It  was  moved  and  unanimously  carried  that  we  accept  the 
Report  of  the  Courtesies  Committee. 

Mrs.  McKissick  then  installed  the  new  Officers,  with  the 
exception  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Smoot,  Jr.,  who  was  not  present. 

Mrs.  McKissick  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  said  good-bye  to  the  Con¬ 
vention,  and  expressed  their  pleasure  and  appreciation  of  the 
cordial  welcome  given  them.  They  were  assured  that  North 
Carolina  appreciated  their  visits,  and  wants  them  to  return. 

After  the  announcement  of  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  to  be  held  in  the  Church  at  eight-thirty  p.  m.,  the  Pages 
retired  the  Colors.  Thereupon,  Mrs.  Lowe,  the  newly  elected 
President,  declared  the  Sixth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  adjourned. 


On  Tuesday  evening,  the  members  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary 
Conventions  were  entertained  at  receptions  and  dances  at  the 
Country  Club  and  at  Hotel  Hickory. 


On  Sunday  evening,  August  22,  the  day  preceding  the  opening 
of  the  Convention,  the  Hickory  Unit  graciously  entertained  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  Distinguished  Guests  at 
dinner  at  the  Hickory  Tea  House,  with  Mrs.  Connolly  C.  Gamble, 
Unit  President,  presiding.  A  short  business  session  followed  the 
dinner. 


■ 


■ 


■ 


. 


- 

.4  \Tj  t  '  •  •  •  ; 


Annual  Reports  Filed  with  Secretary 


REPORT  OF  FIFTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  have  served  as  Fifth  District 
Committeewoman  during  the  year  1926. 

On  many  occasions,  I  have  visited  different  Units,  and  I  have  written 
letters  to  every  Post  in  this  District,  hoping  in  that  way  to  get  new  Units 
organized.  Some  seem  asleep,  but  I  am  very  happy  to  report  two  new 
Units  in  this  District — Chapel  Hill  and  Mount  Airy.  I  would  recommend 
that  these  new  Units  be  put  to  work,  as  we  are  able  to  hold  them  much 
better  when  busy. 

With  thanks  for  the  co-operation  that  I  have  had, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  HARRY  VASS. 

REPORT  OF  SEVENTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

Madam  President,  Members  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  Friends: 

As  Committeewoman  of  the  Seventh  District,  I  wish  to  report  the 
organization  of  two  new  Units  in  this  District. 

Early  in  December,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Asheboro,  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  a  Unit,  and  application  for  a  charter  was  made  in  April,  with  21 
charter  members.  Miss  Annie  Lee,  our  President,  organized  this  Unit,  and 
it  has  grown  to  be  large  and  most  active. 

In  March,  with  the  help  of  the  Joseph  G.  Henson  Post,  I  organized  a 
Unit  in  Carthage.  This  Unit  has  18  members,  who  are  active  and  are 
showing  a  great  interest  in  the  work. 

On  May  7,  an  interesting  and  well  attended  meeting  of  both  the  Legion 
and  Auxiliary  of  the  District  was  held  at  Sanford.  Many  prominent  State 
Officers  of  both  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  were  present,  and  a  good 
meeting  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

(MISS)  NANNIE  D.  RIDDLE. 

REPORT  OF  TENTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

Endeavoring  in  every  way  to  co-operate  with  the  American  Legion  Posts 
of  the  District,  your  Chairman  submits  the  following  report: 

Organized  a  new  Unit  at  Canton,  with  22  members — Varner-Rhinehart 
Unit,  No.  61,  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  The  Commander  of  the  Post, 
Capt.  Fred  Roberts,  graciously  presented  the  charter  to  the  Auxiliary,  and 
a  most  enthusiastic  and  successful  meeting  was  held. 
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A  personal  conference  with  the  Hendersonville  Unit  President  resulted 
in  a  large  delegation  from  that  Unit  attending  one  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Asheville  Unit,  with  successful  results. 

Had  a  personal  conference  with  the  Bryson  City  Unit  President,  which 
resulted  in  a  revival  of  their  Unit. 

Visited  and  spoke  to  the  Community  Night  School  of  foreign-born  citizens, 
stressing  Americanization  and  proper  use  of  the  Flag.  Distributed  copies 
of  “The  American’s  Creed.” 

Visited  and  spoke  to  the  Asheville  High  School  Parent-Teachers’  Council, 
with  successful  results. 

Compiled  an  attractive  yearbook  for  the  Asheville  Unit,  which  has  proven 
most  successful  in  rallying  our  membership  attendance,  introducing  an  inno¬ 
vation  for  a  social  hour  after  the  business  session.  Patriotic  speakers  and 
a  short  musical  program  is  furnished  by  the  chairman  of  the  program  each 
afternoon ;  light  refreshments  served. 

Would  recommend  to  every  Committeewoman  in  the  State  to  insist  on  the 
Units  having  a  yearbook. 

As  chairman  of  Americanization  of  the  Asheville  Unit,  your  Committeewo- 
mau^  will  have  charge  of  the  October  meeting  program,  which  will  be  given 
over  to  Americanization.  The  State  Americanization  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cuth- 
bert  Martin,  will  speak,  and  Lillian  Lipskin,  an  attractive  Russian  girl  of  the 
Asheville  High  School,  will  give  an  original  essay  with  Russian  songs  and 
dances.  Special  invitations  will  be  sent  out  to  every  Unit  in  the  Tenth 
District  to  bring  a  delegation  for  this  meeting. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  JAMES  MADISON  GUDGER,  JR. 

LEGISLATIVE  REPORT 

We  have  no  Legislative  program  other  than  to  support  the  American 
Legion’s  program  of  legislation.  The  three  measures  especially  sponsored 
by  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  during  the  year  just  past  were: 

The  Johnson  Bill,  to  Amend  the  World  War  Veterans  Act; 

The  Green  Bill,  to  Amend  the  World  War  Adjusted  Compensation  Act; 

The  Fitzgerald  Bill,  to  Retire  the  Disabled  Emergency  Officers  of  the 
World  War. 

An  unusual  number  of  laws  for  the  benefit  of  World  War  Veterans  was 
obtained  by  the  American  Legion  from  the  session  of  Congress  just  ended. 

The  legislation  for  the  disabled  is  particularly  noteworthy,  as  well  as  that 
which  relieved  the  discrimination  in  the  World  War  Adjusted  Compen¬ 
sation  Act,  which  had  heretofore  existed  against  the  mothers  of  our  boys 
killed  in  action. 

All  classes  of  veterans  will  benefit  from  the  laws  enacted.  Those  in 
government  employment  will  be  able  to  attend  our  Paris  Convention  next 
year.  All  veterans  are  given  an  additional  year  in  which  to  convert  their 
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war  insurance.  Our  veterans  with  arrested  tuberculosis  will  receive  $50.00  a 
month.  All  of  our  war  disabled,  except  those  rated  permanently  and 
totally  disabled,  may  now  reinstate  their  insurance,  and  obtain  the  benefits 
for  themselves  and  their  families  which  this  insurance  was  created  to  extend. 
Time  limitations  for  the  filing  of  claims  for  death  and  disability  compensa¬ 
tions  have  been  extended,  as  well  as  the  period  of  vocational  training  for 
those  who  have  not  completed  their  courses.  Free  hospitalization  is  now 
extended  to  veterans  of  all  wars  and  expeditions. 

In  addition  to  these,  the  sons  of  our  boys  who  sleep  in  France  will  now 
have  an  opportunity  to  attend  West  Point  and  Annapolis  through  special 
Presidential  appointment.  An  armed  sentry  walks  constant  post  before 
the  Tomb  of  our  Unknown  Soldier  at  Arlington;  and  the  Tomb  itself  will 
be  completed  in  a  simple  and  fitting  manner. 

In  reply  to  questionnaires  sent  out  by  your  Legislative  Chairman,  half  of 
the  Units  replied,  these  twenty-eight  reporting  that  eighty-two  letters  and 
telegrams  had  been  sent  to  our  Senators  and  Congressmen  urging  them  to 
support  the  above  measures.  Twenty-three  letters  were  written  them  in 
appreciation  of  the  support  given  by  the  North  Carolina  Representatives, 
and  several  people  personally  expressed  their  appreciation  to  them. 

MRS.  CHARLES  YOUNG,  Chairman 

REPORT  OF  MEMORIALS  CHAIRMAN 

At  the  close  of  this,  another  year,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that 
there  have  been  increased  interest  and  marked  improvement  in  the  Memorial 
work. 

Bulletins  setting  forth  all  phases  of  the  work,  together  with  requests  for  a 
list,  and  snapshots  of  all  memorials  erected  or  dedicated  in  the  State,  have 
been  mailed  to  every  Unit.  Only  forty  of  the  sixty-one  Units  have  been 
heard  from,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  bulletins,  many  personal  letters  were  written, 
urging  the  importance  of  sending  in  snapshots  for  the  Memorials  Scrapbook 
which  has  been  started.  Raleigh,  Monroe,  Mount  Holly,  and  North  Wilkes- 
boro  are  the  only  Units  which  have  responded  with  snapshots  A  scrapbook 
of  clippings  relating  to  Memorial  Work  has  also  been  prepared. 

MEMORIAL  DAY:  Memorial  Day  was  observed  generally,  with  Memo¬ 
rial  Services  featured  by  splendid  addresses  and  beautiful  music;  decoration 
of  graves  with  Flags,  flowers,  and  wreaths,  placing  of  grave  markers,  and 
dedication  of  Memorials. 

MOTHERS’  DAY:  Special  church  services,  Mothers’  Day  programs  in 
Unit  meetings,  and  the  wearing  of  flowers  “in  memoriam”  marked  the 
observance  of  Mothers’  Day. 

Raleigh  sent  Mrs.  John  E.  Ray,  Department  Chaplain,  to  visit  the  disabled 
veterans  at  Oteen  at  this  time,  and  Marion  Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary 
members  spent  the  afternoon  with  the  boys  of  their  Ward. 
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Charlotte,  North  Wilkesboro,  Rocky  Mount,  High  Point,  Scotland  Neck, 
and  Marion  remembered  the  Oteen  boys  with  flowers,  smokes,  fruit,  Moth¬ 
ers’  Day  cards,  gifts,  and  checks. 

Units  of  the  Department  contributed  $119  to  the  Dr.  Kate  Waller 
Barrett  Memorial  Fund. 

MEMORIALS:  Monroe  has  planted  an  avenue  of  crepe  myrtle  trees 
one  and  a  half  miles  long  on  Highway  No.  20,  honoring  both  the  living  and 
the  deceased  veterans,  and  Raleigh  planted  shrubs  around  the  memorial 
drinking  fountain  which  was  erected  on  the  courthouse  square  by  Wake 
County  citizens,  in  memory  of  the  men  and  women  who  lost  their  lives 
during  the  war. 

Louisburg  and  Tarboro  have  placed  German  guns,  bearing  tablets  appro¬ 
priately  inscribed,  on  their  courthouse  squares;  and  Hickory  has  placed  a 
gun  in  a  public  park. 

Warrenton  presented  books  to  the  Memorial  Library,  and  Greensboro 
contributed  to  a  fund  for  building  a  Memorial  Stadium. 

The  City  Commissioners  presented  the  Hornets’  Nest  Unit,  of  Charlotte, 
with  a  flagpole,  which  was  erected  at  Elmwood  Cemetery,  on  the  plot 
where  World  War  Veterans  are  buried. 

Concord  presented  a  picture  of  Pershing  to  one  of  its  schools,  in  memory 
of  Miss  Annie  Snyder,  beloved  Chaplain  of  the  Unit. 

New  Bern  has  raised  $10,000.00  for  a  Community  Building,  and  Golds¬ 
boro  has  completed  a  wonderful  Community  Building  at  a  cost  of  $81,000.00. 

Lexington  is  planning  to  build  a  hut,  and  Newton  a  tower  with  four  dial 
town  clock,  to  cost  around  $3,000.00. 

IN  MEMORIAM:  It  is  with  sorrow  that  I  record  that  fourteen  of  our 
•members  have  been  claimed  by  death  during  the  year.  A  tribute  will  be 
paid  them  at  our  Memorial  Hour. 

CONCLUSION:  I’m  sure  that  none  of  us  is  satisfied  with  what  has 
been  accomplished,  but  I  trust  that  we  will  be  inspired  to  go  forward  to 
larger  and  fuller  developments. 

And  now,  as  I  come  to  the  close  of  my  second  year  of  service,  I  want  to 
express  to  all  those  with  whom  I  have  worked,  to  Miss  Lee  especially,  my 
deep  and  sincere  appreciation  of  their  splendid  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I  truly  regret  that  I  have  not  secured  greater  results  where  there  is  such' 
a  broad  field  and  such  wonderful  opportunities. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  MARK  LASITTER,  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  EMBLEM  CHAIRMAN 

As  Department  Emblem  Chairman  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of 
North  Carolina,  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  various  Units  in  the  State 
have  shown  diligent  interest  and  activity  in  erecting  markers  and  emblems 
in  commemoration  of  the  fallen  heroes  of  the  great  World  War. 
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Markers  and  emblems,  whatever  form  they  may  take,  are  but  expressions 
of  the  life  and  enthusiasm  of  our  Organization,  and  are  among,  if  not  the 
one  most  efficient  means  at  our  hands  of  constantly  reminding  our  citizenry 
of  the  service  rendered  by  those  who  have  defended  the  Flag.  Activity 
in  providing  markers  and  emblems,  therefore,  is  a  good  omen  to  the  real 
life  and  usefulness  of  our  Organization,  and  reports  coming  into  the  office 
of  your  Chairman  speak  well  for  the  various  Units  throughout  the  State. 

Many  of  the  Units  have  purchased  membership  pins  for  all  of  their 
members,  and  these  are  being  worn  at  all  times.  The  Auxiliary  pins  are 
constant  reminders  of  “service  to  others,”  in  three  tenses — past,  present,  and 
future.  They  are  reminders  of  the  service  which  the  soldier  has  rendered, 
the  service  which  our  Organization  has  rendered  and  is  rendering  to  disabled 
and  orphans,  and  the  great  field  of  service  which  lies  out  before  our  Organi¬ 
zation  in  the  future.  The  local  Organizations  which  have  purchased  the 
Auxiliary  pins  are  starting  out  on  a  sure  and  firm  foundation  for  greater 
usefulness. 

Reports  from  several  Units  in  the  State  show  that  grave  markers  have 
been  placed  on  the  graves  of  all  ex-Service  men  buried  within  their  territory. 
The  work  of  placing  these  markers  should  not  abate  until  every  grave  of 
World  War  Veterans  within  the  State  has  been  distinguished.  Cemeteries 
are  frequented  by  the  whole  populace,  and  there  markers  quickly  catch  the 
eye  and  make  deep  and  lasting  impressions,  and  for  these  reasons  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  finds  in  grave  marking  its  best  opportunity  to 
accomplish  its  aims  and  purposes  with  markers  and  emblems. 

Too  kittle  work  has  been  done  in  the  State  in  the  matter  of  tree  markers. 
The  opportunity  for  accomplishment  in  this  line  is  indeed  great.  Trees  by 
the  highways  and  in  public  places  should  be  used  to  commemorate  the 
service  of  our  heroes.  In  the  cause  of  planting  Memorial  Trees,  the  Auxiliary 
will  easily  find  co-operation.  The  State  Highway  Commission  and  the  Road 
Commissions  of  the  Counties  are  glad  to  co-operate  with  us  in  planting  trees 
along  our  highways,  which  may  be  marked  in  memory  or  in  honor  of  those 
who  suffered  in  the  great  conflict,  and  afterwards  in  protecting  those  trees. 
A  tree  marked  to  the  memory  of  some  soldier  is  highly  effective  in  keeping 
the  glorious  deeds  of  our  heroes  constantly  before  the  minds  of  the  rising 
generation.  In  the  matter  of  tree  markers,  local  Units  should  interest  the 
citizens  of  the  counties  in  which  they  are  located  in  planting  trees  by  the 
roadside,  or  in  selecting  some  suitable  trees  already  growing,  marking  each 
in  honor  of  some  soldier,  to  the  end  that  each  “boy”  shall  have  his  tree. 

Since  fall  is  the  time  of  the  year  for  planting  trees,  why  cannot  we  make 
Armistice  Day  a  tree  planting  day  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina? 
What  more  fitting  observance  of  the  day  could  there  be  than  that  every 
Unit  plant  trees  or  mark  trees  already  growing?  Many  families  or  friends 
would  be  happy  to  honor  a  former  soldier  and  his  service  by  providing  a 
tree  and  a  marker,  giving  name,  rank,  organization,  and  date  of  service. 
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Several  designs  for  tree  markers  are  to  be  found  in  the  Legion’s  Emblem 
Catalog.  Three  large  Units  on  Highway  No.  20  are  already  planning  to 
carry  out  this  idea.  How  many  more  will  join  them  in  putting  North  Caro¬ 
lina  in  the  lead  in  this  matter? 

Reports  to  your  Department  Emblem  Chairman  indicate  that  with  very 
few  exceptions  the  Auxiliary  Units  of  the  State  are  exhibiting  their  Colors 
at  their  meetings  and  on  public  occasions.  One  of  our  largest  Units,  the 
Hornets’  Nest,  No.  9,  of  Charlotte,  recently  purchased  its  Unit  Banner 
and  United  States  Flag,  in  order  to  be  able  to  display  this  Stand  of  Colors 
at  the  Department  Convention.  Our  National  Organization  is  constantly 
emphasizing  the  importance  of  every  Unit  in  the  Nation  exhibiting  its 
Colors  properly,  and  is  highly  pleased  with  this  showing  on  the  part  of 
North  Carolina.  The  Banners  of  the  Department  and  of  the  Melvin  Deese 
Unit,  of  Monroe,  both  wear  the  service  stripe  citation  awarded  by  the 
Auxiliary  to  all  Banners  carried  in  the  National  Convention  Parade  in 
Omaha.  We  are  proud  of  this  distinction,  and  hope  that  it  may  be  an 
incentive  to  greater  interest  in  making  the  most  of  Auxiliary  Colors. 

Reports  to  your  Chairman  show  that  many  deeds  out  of  the  ordinary, 
but  nevertheless  effective  in  an  emblematic  way,  have  been  done  by  various 
Units  of  the  State  within  the  past  year.  A  few  of  these  deserve  especial 
mention  in  this  report. 

In  North  Wilkesboro,  a  monument  bearing  an  honor  roll  has  been  placed 
at  the  entrance  of  Memorial  Avenue.  In  that  town  this  is  a  very  effective 
reminder. 

The  Melvin  Deese  Unit,  at  Monroe,  prepared  a  forget-me-not  float  for 
the  eleventh  of  November  celebration.  This  float  took  first  prize,  was 
highly  complimented,  and  increased  the  sale  of  forget-me-nots  after  the 
parade.  One  citizen  was  so  impressed  that  he  paid  five  dollars  for  his 
flower. 

This  same  Unit  procured  for  a  New  York  publisher  pictures  of  McKamie 
Cabin,  birthplace  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  pictures  of  the  marker  which  it 
had  placed  previously.  It  presented  a  gavel  made  of  wood  taken  from  the 
original  cabin  in  which  the  Seventh  President  was  born,  to  the  National 
Organization. 

One  Unit  in  the  State  reports  the  presentation  of  a  Gold  Star  Auxiliary 
Membership  Emblem  mounted  on  a  bar  pin  to  a  Gold  Star  Mother.  This 
policy  could  be  followed  by  other  Units  to  great  accomplishment. 

Another  Unit  has  recently  provided  its  meeting  hall  with  an  Auxiliary 
Emblem  table  lamp. 

The  Unit  to  which  I  belong  has  adopted  as  a  floral  emblem  to  departed 
members  a  wreath  of  green  bay  leaves,  with  rosette  and  streamers  of  blue 
and  gold  ribbon,  Auxiliary  colors,  with  the  name  of  the  Unit  in  gold  on  the 
blue.  A  resolution  recommending  that  this  emblem  be  adopted  by  the 
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Department  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  for  consid¬ 
eration. 

The  work  of  the  North  Carolina  Auxiliary  Units  in  emblems  and  markers 
has  just  begun.  Before  this  Department  lies  a  vast  opportunity  for  service 
along  this  line,  and  it  is  our  prayer  that  each  successive  annual  meeting 
may  show  increased  activity  and  greater  accomplishment  in  properly  using 
the  emblem  and  in  commemorating  the  deeds  of  our  heroes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(MRS.  RANDOLPH)  MARY  HOUSTON  REDFERN 

REPORT  OF  GOLD  STAR  CHAIRMAN 

Madam  President  and  Auxiliary  Members: 

I  have  received  reports  from  only  twenty-two  Units,  but  from  these  I 
have  tried  to  make  my  report  for  the  year.  Almost  all  of  these  Units  tell 
me  that  they  have  made,  and  are  continuing  to  make,  special  efforts  to 
enroll  all  Gold  Star  women.  Raleigh  is  working  very  hard  to  have  its 
Gold  Star  eligibilities  enrolled  100  per  cent.  This  has  not  quite  been 
attained,  but  will  be,  in  the  very  near  future,  I  feel  sure. 

Various  Units  reported  particular  attentions  extended  to  Gold  Star  mem¬ 
bers,  including  subscriptions  to  the  Legion  Monthly,  presentation  of  Gold 
Star  pins,  special  exercises  on  Mothers’  Day,  presentation  of  memberships, 
placing  of  Gold  Star  members  on  all  committees,  motor  service  to  all  exer¬ 
cises,  entertainment  at  barbecue  dinners,  remembrance  at  Easter  with  potted 
plants,  escort  to  all  Memorial  Services,  and  perhaps  others  too  numerous 
to  mention. 

Below  is  given  a  list  of  the  Units  reporting,  with  the  number  of  Gold 
Star  members  in  each: 

No.  Gold  Star 


Name  of  Town  and  Unit  Members 

Asheboro,  Dixon  . 0 

Belmont,  Auten-Stowe  .  0 

Durham,  Durham  . 1 

Greensboro,  Henry  K.  Burtner .  2 

Greenville,  Pitt  County  . 2 

Hickory,  Hickory  . 3 

High  Point,  Andrew  Jackson  .  1 

Kings  Mountain,  Otis  D.  Green .  5 

Lenoir,  Dysart-Kendall  .  14 

Lexington,  Lexington  .  1 

Mooresville,  Mooresville  .  1 

North  Wilkesboro,  Wilkes  County .  1 

Raleigh,  Raleigh  .  18 

Rocky  Mount,  Coleman-Pitt  .  1 

St.  Pauls,  Forrest  . 0 
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Salisbury,  Samuel  C.  Hart  . 

Scotland  Neck,  Scotland  Neck  . (Sisters) 

Tarboro,  Eason  Tiney  . 

Warrenton,  Limer  . 

Wilmington,  Wilmington  . . . 

Winston-Salem,  Clyde  Bolling  . „ . 

Gastonia,  Gaston 


4 

4 
1 

3 

5 

6 

4 


Total .  77 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  JOHN  E.  RAY,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  TROPHIES  AND  AWARDS  COMMITTEE 

The  Committee  on  Trophies  and  Awards  submits  the  following  report: 

A  bulletin  including  all  National  and  State  Awards  up  to  date,  was  sent 
out  the  first  of  the  year  to  all  Units,  State  Officers,  and  members  of  the 
National  Committee  on  Trophies  and  Awards.  Announcement  of  trophies 
recently  offered  by  Miss  Annie  Lee,  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  and  Mrs.  Harry  Vass 
was  made  through  a  membership  bulletin  sent  out  from  Department  Head¬ 
quarters. 

We  especially  wish  to  commend  the  following  Units  for  their  work  in 
co-operating  with  this  committee: 

Scotland  Neck  Unit,  for  presenting  school  award  for  best  essay  on  “Why 
America  Entered  The  World  War;” 

Hickory  Unit,  Hickory,  Clyde  Bolling  Unit,  of  Winston-Salem,  and  Dunn- 
Erwin  Unit,  Dunn,  for  presenting  membership  prizes; 

Sylva  Unit,  for  awarding  a  prize  for  the  best  float  in  Armistice  Day 
Parade. 

If  the  entire  Auxiliary  would  follow  the  spirit  shown  by  these  Units, 
not  only  to  build  up  the  Organization  in  membership,  but  to  bring  it  before 
the  people  in  our  communities  in  such  a  way  that  the  true  principles  for 
which  we  stand  might  be  realized,  thus  we  would  foster  a  co-operative 
spirit  which  we  must  have  between  community  and  Auxiliary  to  enable 
us  to  obtain  better  results. 

The  committee  realizes  that  the  percentage  of  awards  made  by  the  Units 
has  been  small,  but  we  believe  that  we  have  implanted  a  seed  which  will 
grow  in  the  future,  and  that  the  realization  has  come  to  the  Units  that 
through  this  means  we  may  foster  the  close  community  relationship  which 
we  are  striving  so  hard  to  obtain. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  JAMES  C.  SMOOT,  JR.,  Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  FIDAC  CHAIRMAN 

Madam  President,  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  year  the  growth  of  the  spirit  of 
FIDAC  in  North  Carolina  has  been  evident.  In  many  of  our  schools, 
through  the  agency  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross,  Christmas  boxes  were  sent  to 
the  children  of  Europe.  There  has  been  an  exchange  of  letters  between  the 
children  of  our  State  and  children  of  nations  with  whom  we  were  allied 
during  the  war.  The  Locarno  Pact  has  been  the  subject  of  study  and  dis¬ 
cussion  in  our  High  Schools,  and  a  recognition  of  the  mutual  interdepen¬ 
dence  of  nations  has  been  realized  to  a  great  degree.  Members  of  FIDAC 
have,  as  individuals,  encouraged  this  feeling,  believing  that  the  destiny  of 
the  world  depends  on  the  development  of  this  feeling  among  the  rising 
generation. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  has  been  so  greatly  occupied  with  Rehabil¬ 
itation,  Child  Welfare,  and  other  work  of  this  nature,  that  FIDAC  as  an 
organization  may  not  have  as  much  to  report  as  we  would  like,  but  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  organization,  I  feel,  have  been  stressed 
through  many  channels  by  the  individual  members. 

As  this  department  of  our  Organization  is  in  its  beginning  in  our  State, 
we  have  been  finding  out  how  we  may  best  serve,  and  we  believe  much 
may  be  accomplished  in  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

URSULA  BLANKENSHIP. 

REPORT  OF  HEREDITARY  COMMITTEE 

During  the  year,  an  interest  in  the  future  of  the  Auxiliary  after  this 
generation  has  been  manifested  on  many  occasions.  One  prominent  Legion¬ 
naire,  in  a  speech,  spoke  of  the  day  when  the  Legion  would  be  an  extinct 
organization,  but  said  that  the  Auxiliary  would  have  become  an  hereditary 
society.  This  feeling  is  perhaps  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Auxiliary  has 
acquired  a  few  years  of  age. 

One  bulletin,  urging  our  Legion  men  to  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  we 
wish  the  eligibility  clause  of  the  Auxiliary  changed,  so  that  the  Auxiliary 
may  live  on  as  an  organization,  has  been  issued.  Many  of  our  Officers, 
too,  have  spoken  of  this  to  the  Legion  men.  We  in  North  Carolina  feel, 
however,  that  in  good  time  the  Legion  will  change  our  eligibility  require¬ 
ment,  and  that  the  most  effective  means  of  bringing  them  to  the  point 
of  doing  this  is  to  wait  a  few  years  until  the  Legion  men  of  today  have 
become  the  grandfathers  of  the  Country.  No  pressure  will  be  needed  then. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(MISS)  LURA  ADA  HEATH,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  GUARDIANSHIP  CHAIRMAN 

A  good  foundation  in  Guardianship  work,  on  which  to  build  a  worth¬ 
while  record  of  accomplishment,  has  been  liad  during  the  past  year  in  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina. 

In  February,  the  Department  President  and  a  dozen  other  Auxiliary 
members  attended  a  Conference  at  the  Charlotte  Office  of  the  Veterans’ 
Bureau,  at  which  time  Major  Davis  G.  Arnold,  Assistant  Director  of  the 
Veterans’  Bureau,  explained  the  part  to  be  taken  by  the  Auxiliary  Units. 
Following  this,  a  concrete  bulletin  of  explanation  regarding  the  nature  of 
Guardianship  work  by  the  Units,  and  asking  for  the  appointment  of  Unit 
Guardianship  Chairmen,  was  sent  out.  The  majority  of  the  Unit  responded 
with  the  names  of  their  Chairmen,  and  these  names  were  promptly  forwarded 
to  the  Guardianship  Officer  of  the  Veterans’  Bureau. 

At  every  meeting  of  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary,  or  of  the  Auxiliary 
alone — about  forty  in  all — which  she  attended  after  the  establishment  of  the 
guardianship  work,  the  Department  President  spoke  on  Guardianship, 
explaining  its  need,  its  function,  and  its  possibilities.  The  Unit  in  Char¬ 
lotte,  where  the  Veterans’  Bureau  Office  is  located,  contacted  every  bene¬ 
ficiary  in  Mecklenburg  County,  one  of  the  largest  counties  in  the  State, 
making  as  many  as  three  visits  to  each  beneficiary.  The  contact  worker 
of  this  Unit  has  visited  several  Units  in  other  counties  during  the  year,  and 
on  every  occasion  she  has  talked  of  the  plan  of  Guardianship,  and  of  its 
practical  method  of  working  out.  This  has  much  to  do  in  arousing  other 
Units.  While  no  other  Unit  has  reported  contact  with  every  beneficiary, 
many  Units  have  contacted  some  of  them.  Special  service  has  been  rendered 
in  a  great  number  of  individual  cases.  The  regular  monthly  conferences, 
called  by  the  Guardianship  Officer  of  the  Veterans’  Bureau,  are  always 
attended  by  at  least  a  dozen  Auxiliary  women  of  the  Charlotte  or  nearby 
Units.  The  Department  President  has  attended  four  of  these  Conferences. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Department  President,  the  Guardianship  Officer 
of  the  Veterans’  Bureau  will  attend  the  Department  Convention  of  the 
Auxiliary  and  will  speak  of  the  work  which  has  been  done. 

I  am  confident  that  next  year  will  see  great  things  accomplished  in 
Guardianship  in  North  Carolina. 


MRS.  JAMES  K.  NORFLEET. 
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Convention 

WASHINGTON,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Monday  and  Tuesday,  August  15  and  16,  1927 


RALEIGH 

EDWARDS  &  BROUGHTON  COMPANY 

1928 


NATIONAL  OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT 

Mbs.  Adalin  Wright  Macauley . Menominee,  Wisconsin 

VICE  PRESIDENTS 

Mrs.  Walter  L.  Davol . East  Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Barcus . Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Mrs.  J.  Y.  Cheney . Orlando,  Florida 

Mrs.  C.  E.  McGlasson . Lincoln,  Nebraska 

Mrs.  Walter  B.  Bears . Seattle,  Washington 


SECRETARY 

Mrs.  Lucy  P.  Boyd . Indianapolis,  Indiana 

TREASURER 

Miss  Emma  Hadorn . Topeka,  Kansas 

CHAPLAIN 

Mrs.  Mabel  D.  Stark . West  Pittston,  Pa. 

HISTORIAN 

Mrs.  Frank  E.  Fleming . Augusta,  Georgia 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President . Lexington 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  Vice  President . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice,  Vice  President . Charlotte 

Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Secretary  and  Treasurer . Lexington 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Historian . Raleigh 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Grier,  Chaplain . Statesville 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  National  Executive  Committeewoman . Monroe 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Alternate  National  Executive 

Committeewoman  . Salisbury 

DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMEN 

First  District 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Tripp . Washington 

Second  District 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Hyman . Garysburg 
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Third  District 

Mrs.  Raymond  Pollock . . . New  Bern 

Fourth  District 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry . Louisburg 

Fifth  District 

Mrs.  N.  L.  Eure . Greensboro 

Sixth  District 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan . Fayetteville 

Seventh  District 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee . Monroe 

Eighth  District 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson . Statesville 

Ninth  District 

Miss  Ona  Choate . Charlotte 

Tenth  District 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Gudger . Asheville 


CHAIRMEN  STANDING  COMMITTEES 


Rehabilitation — Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney . Hickory 

Guardianship — Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller . Charlotte 

Child  Welfare — Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet . Winston-Salem 

Americanism — Mrs.  Charles  Dunn . Scotland  Neck 

Finance — Mrs.  Ed  Benbow . Greensboro 

Publicity — Miss  Mary  Trice . Lexington 

Unit  Activities — Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie . Asheville 

Legislation — Mrs.  E.  Clarence  Judd . Raleigh 

Constitution — Mrs.  W.  O.  Spencer . Winston-Salem 

Hereditary — Mrs.  Cabell  Young . Salisbury 

Memorials — Mrs.  Mark  Lassiter . Snow  Hill 

Music — Mrs.  Cora  Cox  Lucas . Greensboro 

Gold  Star — Mrs.  W.  P.  Baugham, . Washington 

Emblem — Mrs.  David  Yow . High  Point 

Poppy — Mrs.  Homer  Beaman . Marion 

Trophies  and  Awards — Mrs.  Hunt  Parker . Henderson 

Prison — Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin . Wilmington 

Fidac — Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill . Rocky  Mount 

Cooperation — Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews . New  Bern 


Membership — District  Committeewomen,  Department  Secretary 


UNIT  OFFICERS 


Town  Auxiliary  to 


President 


Albemarle . Walter  B.  Hill  Post,  No.  76 . Mrs. 

Asheboro . Dixon  Post,  No.  45 . Mrs. 

Asheville . Kiffin  Rockwell,  Post  No.  2 . Mrs. 

Belmont . Auten-Stowe  Post,  No.  144 . Miss 

Boone . -Watauga  Post,  No.  130 . Mrs. 

Brevard . Monroe-Wilson  Post,  No.  88 . Mrs. 

Bryson  City . Caro  E.  Freeman  Post,  No.  85 . Mrs. 

Canton . Varner-Rinehardt  Post,  No.  61 . Mrs. 

Carthage . Joseph  G.  Hinson  Post,  No.  12 . Mrs. 

Charlotte . Hornets  Nest  Post,  No.  9 . Mrs. 

Concord . Fred  Y.  McConnell  Post,  No.  51 . Mrs. 

Chapel  Hill . Chapel  Hill  Post,  No.  6 . Mrs. 

Durham . Durham  Post,  No.  7 . Mrs. 

Dunn . Dunn-Erwin  Post,  No.  59 . Mrs. 

Fayetteville . Cumberland  Post,  No.  3 . Mrs. 

Fuquay  Springs... Euquay  Springs  Post,  No.  116 . Mrs. 

Gastonia . Gaston  County  Post,  No.  23 . Mrs. 

Greenville . Pitt  County  Post,  No.  39 . Mrs. 

Grover...'. . Tames  I.  Neal  Post,  No.  167 . Mrs. 

Greensboro . Henry  K.  Burtner  Post,  No.  53 . Mrs. 

Henderson . Henderson  Post,  No.  60 . Mrs. 

Hendersonville . Hubert  M.  Smith  Post,  No.  77 . Mrs. 

Hickory . Hickory  Post,  No.  48 . Mrs. 

High  Point . .Andrew  Jackson  Post,  No.  67 . Mrs. 

Kinston . Joseph  Dixon  Rountree  Post,  No.  43..  Mrs. 

Kings  Mountain. ...Otis  D.  Green  Post,  No.  155 . Mrs. 

Lenoir . Dysart-Kendall  Post,  No.  29 . Mrs. 

Lexington . Lexington  Post,  No.  8 . Mrs. 

Leaksville . _  Tames  Hudnall  Post,  No. — . Mrs. 

Lumberton . .Lumberton  Post,  No.  42 . Miss 

Louisburg . Tambes  Post,  No.  105 . Mrs. 

Lincolnton . David-Milo-Wright  Post,  No.  30 . Mrs. 

Morehead  City . Morehead  City  Post,  No.  29 . Mrs. 

Marion . McDonnell  Post,  No.  56 . Mrs. 

Monroe . Melvin  Deese  Post,  No.  27 . Mrs. 

Mooresville . Wilder  Q.  Gresham  Post,  No.  66. Mrs. 

Mount  Airy . Tesse  B.  James  Post,  No.  123 . Miss 

Mount  Holly . Tohnson-Lineberger  Post,  No.  152.  Mrs. 

New  Bern . Donnerson-Hawkins  Post,  No.  24.  Mrs. 

Newton . Newton  Post,  No.  16 . Mrs. 

North  Wilkesboro-.Wilkes  County  Post,  No.  125 . Mrs. 

Oxford . Ernest  F.  Hart  Post,  No.  90 . Mrs. 

Pittsboro . Chatham  Post,  No.  57 . Mrs. 

Raeford . Ellis  Williamson  Post,  No.  20 . Mrs. 

Raleigh . Raleigh  Post,  No.  1 . Mrs. 

Reidsville . Coleman-Southard  Post,  No.  79 . Mrs. 

Rocky  Mount . Coleman-Pitt  Post,  No.  58 . Mrs. 

Salisbury . Samuel  C.  Hart  Post,  No.  14 . Mrs. 

Sanford . Lee  County  Post,  No.  18 . Mrs. 

Siler  City . Wayne-Mendenhall  Post,  No.  93 . Mrs. 

Scotland  Neck . Scotland  Neck  Post,  No.  34 . Mrs. 

Smithfield . Pou-Parrish  Post,  No.  132 . Miss 

Snow  Hill . Shirley-Hill  Post,  No.  94 . Miss 

Southern  Pines . Sandhills  Post,  No.  134 . Mrs. 

Spring  Hope . „Vester  Wheless  Post,  No.  91 . Miss 

Statesville . Hurst  Turner  Post,  No.  65 . Miss 

St.  Pauls . Forrest  Post,  No.  5 . Mrs. 

Sylva . William  E.  Dillard  Post,  No.  104. Mrs. 

Tarboro . Eason-Tiney  Post,  No.  19 . Mrs. 

Warrenton . Limer  Post,  No.  25 . Mrs. 

Wadesboro . Anson  County  Post,  No.  31 . Mrs. 

Washington . Beaufort  County  Post,  No.  15 . .Mrs. 

Wilson . Robert  B.  Anderson  Post,  No.  13. Mrs. 

Weldon . „Wm.  Shaw  Post,  No.  38 . Mrs. 

Wilmington . Wilmington  Post,  No.  10 . Mrs. 

Winston-Salem . Clyde  Bolling  Post,  No.  55 . Mrs. 


H.  C.  Turner 
William  Carl  Page 
F.  J.  Pape 
Melva  Gullick 
Smith  Hagaman 
W.  H.  Duckworth 
Frank  Fry 
Carroll  McCracken 
Charles  T.  Grier 
Richard  C.  Springs 
John  A.  Porter 
Dora  McRae  Elliott 
Alexander  M.  Worth 
Carl  E.  Fitchett 
C.  F.  Harris 
Lynton  Y.  Ballentine 

A.  Ted  Cashion 
Luther  A.  Bowling 
J.  A.  Ellis 
Edward  Benbow 
Laurence  Wall 

J.  W.  Williams 
Carl  Broome 
W.  A.  Hayes 

R.  S.  McGeachy 

B.  F.  Ormond 

G.  C.  Courtney 
James  A.  Leonard 
P.  Y.  Godfrey 
Jannie  Carlyle 

T.  G.  Alston 
Fitzhugh  Hoyle 
Floyd  Chadwick 
Ralph  Alexander 
Gilmer  Joyce 

S.  L.  Pharr 

Mary  Franklin  Graves 
William  Fred  Ballard 
A.  L.  Hibbard 
Andrew  War  lick 
Thomas  A.  Finley 

T.  G.  Stem 
Daniel  L.  Bell 
W.  P.  Hawfield 
George  A.  Iseley 
P.  W.  Glidewell 
N.  L.  Alcocke 
Clyde  Kizziah 
Gilliam  Brown 
R.  C.  Gyles 
Norfleet  McDowell 
Ruth  Jones 
Winnie  Harper 
Robert  M.  Lewis 
Sadie  Richardson 
Bernice  Turner 

J.  Worth  Williamson 
E.  Ford  King 
J.  G.  Roby 
John  Rodgers 

H.  P.  Taylor 
Hannah  Bonner 
Lawrence  J.  Herring 
W.  G.  Suiter 
Cuthbert  Martin 

M.  L.  Mott,  Jr. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY, 
DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


OFFICERS  OF  1921-1922 


Elected  at  Hendersonville,  August  1921 


Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  Organizing  President 
Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels,  First  Vice  President... 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Williams,  Second  Vice  President 


Mrs.  T.  B.  Marsh 
Miss  Marie  Torrence 


Secretary-Treasurer 


Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Chaplain . . 

Mrs.  Louis  Owen,  Historian . 

Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  National  Committeewoman 
Mrs.  Minnie  Fagg  Malloy,  Alternate  National 

Committeewoman  . 


. Salisbury 

. Raleigh 

Hendersonville 

}  Salisbury 
Gastonia 
Winston-Salem 
Winston-Salem 
. ..Salisbury 

. Asheville 


OFFICERS  OF  1922-1923 
Elected  at  Greensboro,  September  1922 


Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  President . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  Charles  D.  Benbow,  Jr.  First  Vice  President . Greensboro 

Mrs.  Robert  Redwood,  Second  Vice  President . Asheville 

Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  Secretary  and  Treasurer . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  William  P.  Baugham,  Chaplain . Washington 

Mrs.  Louis  F.  Owen,  Historian . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  Edward  W.  Burt,  National  Committeewoman . Salisbury 


Mrs.  Gabe  Croom,  Alternate  National  Committeewoman. ...Wilmington 


OFFICERS  OF  1923-1924 
Elected  at  Rocky  Mount,  September  1923 


Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  President . Charlotte 

Mrs.  Grant  Shepherd,  Second  Vice  President . Linwood 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Thomas,  Second  Vice  President . Wayensville 

Mrs.  L.  D.  Magette,  Sceretary-Treasurer„ . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  Chaplain . Rocky  Mount 

Miss  Lida  Rodman,  Historian . Washington 


Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  National  Committeewoman... .Winston-Salem 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Alternate  National  Committeewoman.... Salisbury 
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OFFICERS  OF  1924-1925 
Elected  at  Asheville,  September  1924 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  President . Monroe 

Mbs.  John  T.  Lowe,  First  Vice  President . Lexington 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Whitman,  Second  Vice  President . Asheville 

Mrs.  Samuel  H.  Lee,  Secretary-Treasurer . Monroe 

Mrs.  Frank  S.  Spruill,  Chaplain . Rocky  Mount 

Mbs.  J.  E.  Polston,  Historian . Southern  Pines 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  National  Committeewoman . Monroe 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  National  Vice  President,  Southern 

Division,  Alternate  National  Committeewoman . Salisbury 

OFFICERS  OF  1925-1926 
Elected  at  Fayetteville,  September  1925 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  President . Monroe 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  First  Vice  President . Lexington 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan,  Second  Vice  President . Fayetteville 

Mrs.  Samuel  H.  Lee,  Secretary-Treasurer . Monroe 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Polston,  Historian . Southern  Pines 

Mrs.  John  E.  Ray,  Chaplain . Raleigh 

Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  National  Executive 

Committeewoman  . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Alternate  National  Executive 

Committeewoman  . Salisbury 

OFFICERS  OF  1926-1927 
Elected  at  Hickory,  August  1926 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President . . . Lexington 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  First  Vice  President . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice,  Second  Vice  President . Charlotte 

Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Secretary-Treasurer . Lexington 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Historian . Raleigh 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Grier,  Sr.,  Chaplain . Statesville 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  National  Executive  Committeewoman . Monroe 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Alternate  National  Executive 

Committeewoman  . Salisbury 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  PROGRAM 

1927 


SUNDAY,  AUGUST  14 

3:30  p.m.  Sacred  concert  by  Sudan  Temple  Shrine  Band  of 
Raleigh. 

This  concert  was  given  by  the  local  Shrine  Club  to  the 
citizens  and  visitors,  and  the  local  Post  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion,  for  which  courtesy  we  are  grateful. 

8:00  p.m.  Executive  Committee  Meeting. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Bonner,  president  of  the  Beaufort  County 
Unit  was  the  charming  hostess  at  a  Luncheon  given 
to  the  Department  Executive  Committee  and  invited 
guests  in  the  Parish  House  of  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal 
Church,  Sunday  evening,  August  14,  by  courtesy  of 
the  Beaufort  County  Unit. 

The  business  of  the  executive  committee  pursuant  to 
the  opening  of  the  convention  was  carried  on  while 
enjoying  a  setting  of  beautiful  flowers,  perfect  ap¬ 
pointments  of  silver  and  linen  and  a  tempting  menu. 

MONDAY,  AUGUST  15 

9:00  a.m.  Joint  meeting  of  the  American  Legion  and  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  in  John  Small  School  Auditorium. 

Convention  called  to  order  by  Commander  Paul  R. 
Younts  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Department  Pres¬ 
ident. 

Advance  of  Colors. 

National  Anthem,  120th  Infantry  Band. 

Invocation,  Department  Chaplain,  J.  S.  Lockaby. 

Solo,  Mrs.  Wilbur  Cawthorne,  (nee  Miss  Virginia  Hufty). 

Memorial  Addresses — 

Legion,  Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr. 

Auxiliary,  Mrs.  Mark  Lassister. 

America,  Song  by  Assembly. 

9:30  a.m.  Address  of  Welcome  by  Hon.  Joshua  Tayloe,  Mayor. 

Address  of  Welcome  by  W.  C.  Rodman,  Past  Department 
Commander,  Washington. 

Address  of  Welcome  by  Mrs.  Hannah  Bonner,  President, 
Beaufort  County  Unit. 

Response  by  Legion  Auxiliary,  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass, 
Winston-Salem. 
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Response  by  Legion,  Bryce  Little,  Wilson. 

Greetings  from  Organiaztions: 

War  Mothers,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Pemberton. 

United  Daughters  of  Confederacy,  Mrs.  Walter 
Woodard. 

United  Confederate  Veterans,  General  W.  A.  Smith. 
Daughters  American  Revolution,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Gregory. 
Past  National  Vice  President  Legion  Auxiliary,  Mrs. 
A.  P.  McKissich. 

Disabled  American  Veterans,  William  C.  Tate. 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  Theodore  Stitt,  Commander- 
in-Chief. 

Department  of  South  Carolina  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Mrs.  Walter  Montgomery,  President-elect. 
Department  of  South  Carolina  American  Legion,  Mr. 

L.  C.  Wannamaker,  Department  Commander. 
Colonial  Dames,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Waddell. 

Spanish  American  War  Veterans,  Captain  J.  C. 
Benjamin. 

Selection  by  Orchestra  . 

Introduction  of  Speaker. 

Address,  National  Commander,  Howard  P.  Savage. 
Address,  Hon.  F.  Trubee  Davison,  Assistant  Secretary 
of  War. 

Introduction  Colonel  J.  A.  Moss  by  Miss  Annie  Lee. 
Monroe. 

Address,  Colonel  J.  A.  Moss,  Director  United  States  Flag 
Association. 

Selection  by  Orchestra. 

12:30  p.m.  Adjournment  for  Photograph  in  front  of  John  Small 
School  Building. 

12:40  p.m.  Assemble  for  Parade.  Assemble  in  front  of  John  Small 
School  Auditorium. 

1:00  p.m.  Luncheon  in  Gymnasium  of  Parish  House,  St.  Peter’s 
Episcopal  Church,  courtesy  Beaufort  County  Post 
Auxiliary. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  President,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe. 
Reading  of  Call  for  Convention. 

Reading  of  Minutes. 

Announcement  of  Committees. 

National  Executive  Committeewoman’s  Report. 
President’s  Report. 

First  Vice  President’s  Report. 
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Second  Vice  President’s  Report. 
Secretary’s  and  Treasurer’s  Reports. 
Historian’s  Report. 

Chaplain’s  Report. 


Afternoon  Session 

(A  meeting  of  each  District  called  by  the  respective 
District  Committeewoman  for  District  caucus  during 
the  afternoon.) 

2:30  p.m.  Assemble  Buoy  Yard  Dock,  West  Main  Street,  for  boat 
trip  down  the  historic  Pamlico  River  to  Bayview 
Beach,  where  supper  will  be  served. 

4:00  p.m.  Arrive  Bayview  Beach. 

5:00  p.m.  Boat  racing,  water  carnival  and  bathing. 

6:30  p.m.  Dinner  on  Bayview  Beach. 

8:00  p.m.  Fireworks  Display. 

9:00  p.m.  Dancing  at  pavilion,  Bayview  Beach.  Music  by  Stub 
Johnston’s  Band. 

1:00  a.m.  U.  S.  Cutter  Pamlico  will  leave  Bayview  pier  for 
Washington.  Busses  will  be  available  to  those 
wishing  to  make  the  trip  in  automobiles.  Busses 
will  leave  on  the  hour  for  those  wishing  to  return  to 
Washington. 


TUESDAY,  AUGUST  16 

9:00  a.m.  Meeting  called  to  order  by  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  First 
Vice  President. 

Advance  of  Colors. 

The  Old  North  State  by  Assembly. 

Invocation,  Department  Chaplain,  Mrs.  H.  P.  Grier. 
Report  of  Committee  on  Rules. 

Report  of  Credential  Committee. 

Reports  of  District  Committeewomen — 

First  District,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Tripp. 

Second  District,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Hyman. 

Third  District,  Mrs.  Raymond  Pollock. 

Fourth  District,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry. 

Fifth  District,  Mrs.  N.  L.  Eure. 

Sixth  District,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan. 

Seventh  District,  Mrs.  Samuel  Lee. 

Eighth  District,  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson. 

Ninth  District,  Miss  Ona  Choate. 

Tenth  District,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Gudger. 
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10:00  a.m. 


10:15  a.m. 
10:45  a.m. 


12:30  p.m. 


Joint  session  of  Legion  and  Auxiliary. 

Orchestra  Selection. 

Song,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbur  Cawthorne. 
Introduction  of  Speaker,  Hon.  L.  C.  Warren. 
Address,  Rear  Admiral  R.  E.  Coontz,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Orchestra  Selection. 

Auxiliary  Retires. 

Business  Session. 

Reports  Resolutions  Committee. 

Reports  Constitution  Committee. 

Election  of  Nominating  Committee. 

Adjourn  for  lunch. 


Afternoon  Session 

2:00  p.m.  Meeting  called  to  order  by  Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice,  Second 
Vice  President. 

Reports  of  Department  Chairman — 

Rehabilitation,  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney. 

Guardianship,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller. 

Child  Welfare,  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet  and  Miss 
Louise  Reinhardt. 

Americanism,  Mrs.  Charles  Dunn. 

Finance,  Mrs.  Ed  Benbow. 

Publicity,  Miss  Mary  Trice. 

Unit  Activities,  Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie. 

Legislation,  Mrs.  E.  Clarence  Judd. 

Constitution,  Mrs.  W.  0.  Spencer. 

Hereditary,  Mrs.  Cabell  Young. 

Memorials,  Mrs.  Mark  Lassiter. 

Music,  Mrs.  Cora  Cox  Lucas. 

Gold  Star,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Baugham. 

Emblem,  Mrs.  David  Yow. 

Poppy,  Mrs.  Homer  Beaman. 

Prison,  Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin. 

Trophies  and  Awards,  Mrs.  Hunt  Parker. 
Cooperation,  Miss  Gertie  Matthews. 

Fidac,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Spruill. 

Music,  by  Mrs.  Cora  Cox  Lucas. 

New  Business. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Confirm  election  of  District  Committeewomen. 

Election  of  delegates  and  alternates  to  the  National 
Convention. 
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Presentation  of  trophies  and  awards. 

Report  of  Courtesy  Committee. 

5:15  p.m.  Adjournment  for  Joint  Meeting  for  installation  of 
Legion  and  Auxiliary  Officers. 

7:00  p.m.  U.  S.  Cutter  Pamlico  will  leave  Buoy  Yard  Dock,  West 
Main  Street,  for  Bayview  Beach. 

9:00  p.m.  Dancing  at  pavillion,  Bayview  Beach. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES  FOR  THE  CONVENTION 

Registration 

Mrs.  Bruce  Tankard,  Washington,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Bonner,  Washington. 

Credentials 

Mrs.  Frazier  McDevett,  Washington,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Lexington. 

Mrs.  George  Iseley,  Raleigh. 

Miss  Bernice  Turner,  Statesville. 

Miss  Rebe  Shields,  Scotland  Neck. 

Resolutions 

Miss  Ona  Choate,  Charlotte,  Chairman. 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  Monroe. 

Mrs.  W.  O.  Spencer,  Winston-Salem. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Charlotte. 

Miss  Mary  Ward,  New  Bern. 

Entertainment 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Rodman,  Jr.,  Washington,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  B.  L.  Susman,  Washington. 

Mrs.  Selby  Jones,  Washington. 


Pages 

Miss  Eva  Hassell  Hackney,  Washington,  Chief. 
Miss  Cecelia  Scott,  Reidsville,  President’s  Page. 
Miss  Nora  Lee,  Monroe,  President’s  Page. 

Miss  Virginia  Burt,  Salisbury. 

Miss  Dorothy  James,  Asheville. 

Miss  Mary  Harvey  Charles,  Washington. 

Miss  Charlotte  Grimes,  Washington. 

Miss  Mary  Lindsay  Lowe,  Lexington. 

Miss  Carolyn  Phillips,  Lexington. 
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Miss  Maude  Mays,  Lexington. 

Miss  Carrie  Springs,  Charlotte. 

Mrs.  A.  Ted  Cashion,  Gastonia. 

Mrs.  R.  T.  Daniels,  Weldon. 

Chaperone  of  Pages 
Mrs.  Herbert  C.  Bonner,  Washington. 

Sergeant  at  Arms 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Slear,  Charlotte. 

Mrs.  Carl  E.  Fitchett,  Dunn,  Assistant. 


Seventh  Annual  Convention 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


MONDAY,  AUGUST  15,  1927 

Mokning  Session 
(Joint  Session) 

The  Seventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  convened  in  joint 
session  with  the  American  Legion  at  the  John  Small  School 
Auditorium,  Washington,  N.  C.,  9:30  Monday,  August  15,  1927. 

The  officers  and  guests  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  were 
ushered  to  the  platform  and  Post  No.  9,  Charlotte  Drum  and 
Bugle  Corps,  uniformed  in  red  coats,  white  trousers,  black  leg¬ 
gings  and  and  silver  helmets,  filed  into  reserved  seats.  (All  stood 
up.  Wild  applause.) 

At  the  time  of  being  seated,  a  beautiful  courtesy  was  be¬ 
stowed  upon  the  Department  Officers  and  invited  guests  of  the 
Auxiliary  when  each  was  quietly  presented  a  corsage  of  lovely 
flowers  selected  by  the  Department  Commander  of  the  Legion. 

The  Convention  was  declared  in  session  by  Paul  R.  Younts, 
Department  Commander  of  the  American  Legion,  and  Mrs. 
John  iT.  Lowe,  Department  President  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  with  Commander  Younts  in  the  chair. 

While  the  band  played  the  “Star  Spangled  Banner,”  the 
colors  were  advanced  by  the  pages  and  all  stood  at  attention. 

Invocation  was  made  by  Rev.  Stephen  Gardner,  Rector  of 
St,  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church,  Washington,  N.  C. 

Invocation 

Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  Who  declarest  Thy  glory 
and  showest  forth  Thy  handiwork  in  the  heavens  and  in  the  earth, 
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deliver  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  in  our  several  callings,  from  the  service 
of  mammon,  that  we  may  do  the  work  Thou  givest  us  to  do,  in 
truth,  in  beauty,  and  in  righteousness,  with  singleness  of  heart  as 
Thy  servants  and  to  the  benefit  of  our  fellow-men.  Bless  the 
American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  the  other 
patriotic  organizations  represented  at  this  Convention.  May  we 
serve  Thee  and  our  Country  in  these  days  of  peace  with  all  the  spirit 
and  devotion  and  loyalty  which  we  displayed  in  times  of  war.  May 
our  Country  be  an  instrument  of  preserving  peace  throughout  the 
world.  We  ask  this  in  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  Thy  Son, 
our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

Commander  Younts  announced  that  the  memorial  service 
claimed  first  attention  of  the  assembly  and  the  memorial  ad¬ 
dresses  would  be  made  by  Mrs.  Mark  C.  Lassiter,  Department 
memorial  chairman  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  Henry  Stevens,  past 
commander  of  the  Legion. 

MEMORIAL  ADDRESSES 

IN  MEMORIAM 
Members  of  Auxiliary 

It  is  fitting  at  this  memorial  hour,  that  we  pay  a  tribute  of  love 
and  appreciation  to  our  co-workers  of  the  Auxiliary,  who  since  last 
we  met  together  have  laid  down  their  burdens  and  passed  into  the 
presence  of  the  King.  Their  names  may  not  be  written  high  on 
the  scrolls  of  historic  fame,  but  their  deeds  are  imperishably  en¬ 
graven  upon  the  hearts  of  men. 

“We  call  them  dead,  but  can  that  be  true?  Nay,  indeed 
There  is  no  death  and  stars  go  down 
To  rise  upon  some  fairer  shore; 

And  bright  in  Heaven’s  jeweled  crown 
They  shine  forever  more.” 

No,  they  are  not  dead.  They  have  but  made  the  transition  to  that 
“blessed  sleep  from  which  none  ever  wake  to  weep.” 

They  dedicated  themselves  while  here  to  carrying  out  the  principles 
for  which  our  great  organization  is  formed,  and  now  their  spirits 
call  loudly  to  us  to  re-dedicate  ourselves  to  that  noble  task — that 
of  human  betterment  and  regeneration  over  the  whole  world. 

In  the  great  campaign  we  must  wage  to  carry  out  this  task  there 
is  work  for  each  of  us  in  the  solution  of  community,  state  and 
national  problems,  and  we  must  devote  ourselves  to  these,  even 
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as  our  comrades  did  do  their  task  in  France.  By  giving  our  lives, 
souls,  hearts  and  hands  to  the  uplift  and  betterment  of  society; 
to  the  crushing  out  of  the  wrong  and  the  ushering  in  of  the  right, 
to  ringing  out  the  old  that  is  false  and  degrading  and  ringing  in  the 
new,  the  good  and  the  true,  by  doing  these  things,  I  repeat,  we  can 
serve  in  peace  even  as  our  comrades  who  lie  beneath  the  poppies 
served  in  war. 

Thus  can  we  honor  best  their  lives,  thus  can  we  best  show  ap¬ 
preciation  of  their  service.  With  bowed  heads  we  do  them  honor, 
we  revere  their  names  and  their  memory.  They  lived  and  loved; 
they  labored  and  wrought,  until,  “God’s  finger  touched  them  and 
they  slept.” 

And  so  we  leave  them. 

We  will  go  forth  to  our  respective  tasks  in  the  great  fields  of 
human  endeavor  and  there  will  we  labor  on  until  taps  are  sounded 
for  us,  and  we  have  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond  where  spirits  dwell 
and  have  had  our  names  written  in  the  book  of  God’s  immortal 
dead,  there  to  glow  in  living  light  forever  more. 

Ethel  DuRant  Lasitter. 

(Mrs.  Mark  C.  Lassiter.) 

MEMORIAL  ADDRESS  BY  PAST  COMMANDER  HENRY  L. 

STEVENS,  JR. 

Mr.  Commander ,  Madam  President ,  my  comrades  of  the  Legion  and 
its  Auxiliary: 

I  have  been  commissioned  by  our  Commander  as  your  humble 
organ  this  morning,  to  bring  some  words  of  appropriateness  of  this 
our  memorial  occasion  at  this  convention.  And  as  we  stand  here 
this  morning  we  have  no  new  grief.  The  new  open  grave  lies  not 
before  us,  but  bereavement  that  has  been  held  by  us  for  eight  long 
years  and  with  the  sensation  of  lingering  memories  of  those  our 
comrades  who  passed  on  by  the  path  of  duty.  Death  is  a  great 
leveler,  and  nature  in  all  of  its  glory  has  smiled  benignly  over  on 
those  graves  over  yonder  in  the  bosom  of  France.  Its  glorious 
sunshine  falls  upon  every  lot,  and  the  birds  sing,  and  nature  weeps 
over  every  grave,  and  the  little  butterflies  are  there  and  the  voice 
of  immortality  spreads  its  wings  from  sod  to  sod.  Then  death  is  a 
great  purifier.  They  were  men  such  as  you  and  I,  with  their  failings 
and  their  accomplishments.  But  now,  all  has  been  washed  away, 
those  things  that  we  like  to  forget  about  them.  And  as  we  meet 
here  today  we  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  these  men,  without  any 
regard  to  any  distinction  of  rank.  We  give  the  same  praise  to 
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that  buck  private  who  fulfilled  his  mission  as  to  the  gallant  young 
general  with  the  stars  upon  his  shoulder  and  with  a  deadly  wound 
in  his  breast.  Without  distinction  as  to  nation,  race  or  religion,  they 
came,  and  without  regard  to  distinction,  race,  nationality  or  religion 
we  do  them  honor  today.  And  not  simply  do  we  honor  them,  be¬ 
cause  they  poured  out  their  last  full  measure  of  devotion  and 
stormed  at  the  doors  that  led  to  death  and  gave  to  death  their 
beautiful  youth  as  red  handed  trophies  of  their  courage,  but  because 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  that  has 
been  given  unto  man  to  make.  So,  in  reverence  and  respect,  we 
meet  today  to  do  our  Buddies  honor.  And  it  isn’t  long  now  before 
we  are  going  over  yonder  on  a  sacred  pilgrimage,  there  to  kneel 
beside  those  little  crosses,  row  on  row,  and  let  them  know  that  we 
are  here,  to  take  up  the  task  that  was  cut  short  for  them  in  their 
lifetime.  And  so  we  salute  them  today,  and  to  those  graves  over 
yonder  in  foreign  fields  that  speak  not,  we  say,  our  Buddies, 
Dear  Departed  Dead,  we  pledge  our  comradeship,  and  to  our  hallowed 
dead  we  swear  you  have  not  died  in  vain.  We  played  the  bloody 
game  with  you,  and  we  will  not  forget.  God  keep  us  true  that  we  do 
not  forget.  We  will  not  forget.  Oh  Legion,  we  who  are  bound  to¬ 
gether  by  ties  of  comradeship,  sacrifice,  by  memories,  sealed  in  the 
blood  of  sacrifice,  sworn  to  deeds  of  helpfulness,  justice,  freedom, 
devotion,  democracy,  we  will  carry  on.  We  will  carry  on,  Oh  Legion 
of  America! 

All  stood  in  one  minute  of  silent  prayer  for  the  memory  of 
“Those.”  Taps  were  sounded. 

Mayor  Joshua  Tayloe,  of  Washington,  N.  C.,  was  recognized 
by  the  chair  and  gave  an  address  of  welcome. 

WELCOME  AND  OTHER  ADDRESSES 

ADDRESS  OP  WELCOME 

Ladies  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion: 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  being  with  you  today,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  speech  for  I  recognize  too  keenly  my  inability  to  do  so 
Yet,  simply  to  extend  to  you  an  official  welcome  to  the  City  of 
Washington,  the  original.  (Applause.)  I  always  feel  when  I  am 
called  upon  to  make  a  talk,  very  much  like  a  man  who  attended 
his  wife’s  funeral  riding  in  the  carriage  by  the  side  of  his  mother-in- 
law.  This  man’s  wife  died  and  the  good  ladies  of  the  neighborhood 
came  over  and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  funeral  and 
told  him  that  of  course  he  should  attend  the  funeral  and  ride  in 
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the  car  with  his  mother-in-law.  He  strenuously  objected,  he  said 
he  just  couldn’t  do  that,  that  he  just  could  not  ride  with  his  mother- 
in-law,  that  is  all  there  was  to  it.  They  said  he  just  must  ride  with 
his  mother-in-law  to  the  funeral,  and  he  said  he  couldn’t  do  it. 
Finally,  he  said  “I  tell  you,  you  ladies  have  been  so  good  to  me  and 
if  you  say  I  must  ride  with  her  of  course  I  will  do  it,  but  I  want  to 
tell  you  right  now  its  going  to  destroy  all  the  pleasure  of  the  day 
with  me.”  When  I  am  called  upon  to  make  a  speech  it  simply  ruins 
the  pleasure  of  the  day  for  me.  We  recognize  the  nobleness  and 
patriotism  of  these  organizations,  and  while  these  Boys  came  back 
they  had  very  little  to  tell  or  say  themselves,  you  would  just  have  to 
draw  it  out  of  them,  yet  we  know.  I  had  three  nephews  and  one 
brother  that  went  over,  in  fact  I  would  have  gone  myself  but  I  was 
barred  on  account  of  youth.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  welcoming  you 
people  and  giving  you  the  most  sincere  and  cordial  welcome  to  our 
town.  We  want  you  to  enjoy  yourselves  Do  as  you  like.  It  affords 
me  much  comfort  to  know  that  I  am  in  a  position  to  turn  it  over 
to  you  to  do  with  as  you  please,  and  I  therefore  extend  to  you 
the  Town,  the  citizenship  of  the  Town  are  proud  to  have  you  with 
us.  I  have  been  mayor  of  this  town  only  a  very  few  weeks,  and  I 
don’t  know  the  boundary  lines.  I  know  the  Town  has  no  walls 
around  it,  yet  I  do  not  know  the  incorporated  limits,  but  you  people 
simply  take  it  and  go  as  far  as  you  like!  (Applause.) 

W.  C.  Rodman,  Washington,  N.  C.,  past  Department  com¬ 
mander,  was  recognized  by  the  chair  and  addressed  the  assembly. 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME 

Department  Commander,  Madam  President,  Brother  Legionaires  and 
Members  of  the  Auxiliary : 

It  is  my  most  happy  privilege  on  behalf  of  the  ex-service  men  of 
Beaufort  County  to  bid  you  their  official  greetings  and  to  extend 
you  welcome.  To  have  you  here  today,  in  your  actual  physical 
person  is  but  the  culmination  of  a  hope  that  has  existed  in  the 
hearts  of  all  of  us  since  first  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  was 
organized.  Beaufort  County,  in  the  borders  of  which  is  situated  this, 
the  original  Washington,  as  well  as  Bath,  the  oldest  town  in  North 
Carolina,  the  pages  of  its  history  filled  to  repletion  with  the  lives 
of  patriotic  men  and  women,  is  alive  today,  thrilled  with  enthusiasm 
and  standing  on  its  tip-toes  to  make  your  stay  in  our  midst  happy 
and  pleasant.  All  of  us  are  proud  of  the  record  made  by  North 
Carolina  in  the  War,  and  Beaufort  County  is  proud  of  the  record  of 
the  ex-service  men  in  Peace.  As  General  Pershing  on  a  certain 
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memorable  and  mementous  occasion  said  to  General  Foch  “All  that 
we  have  is  yours.”  When  you  return  to  your  homes  you  may  bear 
the  same  kindly  feeling  of  recollection  that  we  will  always  carry  in 
our  memories  of  this  pleasant  occasion.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  Hannah  Bonner,  President  of  the  Beaufort  County 
Unit,  was  recognized  by  the  chair  and  gave  the  following 
address : 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME 

Madam  President,  Mr.  Commander,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

In  behalf  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary  of  the  Beaufort  County  Post  1 
bid  you  welcome  to  our  City.  We  are  indeed  glad  to  have  you 
with  us,  and  I  assure  you  that  if  we  leave  anything  undone  to  prove 
that  joy  and  honor  of  being  host  and  hostesses,  we  feel  that  it  will 
assuredly  be  from  mistake  of  the  head  and  not  of  the  heart.  I 
believe  it  was  the  old  bard  Shakespeare  that  said  “What’s  in  a  name?” 
“That  flower  we  call  a  rose  smells  just  as  sweet  by  any  other  name.” 
But  we  say  not  so  in  regard  to  Washington.  Washington  on  the 
Pamlico  to  us  is  the  dearest  spot  on  earth.  Washington  has  never 
produced  a  Morse,  an  Edison,  a  Wright  or  a  Wilson,  but  it  has  pro¬ 
duced  a  John  H.  Small,  a  Josephus  Daniels  and  a  Lindsay  C.  Warren. 
I  do  not  know  what  I  can  say  to  express  stronger  my  feelings.  I  feel 
so  proud  mystelf  of  being  a  member  of  the  Auxiliary  that  is  host 
to  you  at  this  gathering.  Our  mayor  has  extended  to  you  the 
keys  of  the  City,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Auxiliary  I  bid  you  from 
the  very  depths  of  my  heart  the  sincerest  welcome  to  our  dear  old 
Town,  the  first  and  original  Washington!  (Applause.) 

Commander  Younts  presented  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  Depart¬ 
ment  Vice  President  of  the  Auxiliary,  who  responded  to  the  ad¬ 
dresses  of  welcome. 

RESPONSE  TO  ADDRESS  OF  WE’LCOME 

Mr.  Commander,  Madam  President,  Guests,  Mayor  Tayloe,  Mr.  Rod- 
man  and  dear  sweet  Mrs.  Bonner: 

We  deeply  appreciate  the  courteous  words  and  gracious  words 
of  welcome  delivered  so  eloquently.  It  is  just  like  Washington  to 
give  us  such  a  welcome.  All  my  life  I  have  wanted  to  come  down 
into  Eastern  Carolina,  whose  welcome  and  hospitality  is  legion,  in 
Washington.  It  has  been  said  that  Washington  was  the  father  of 
his  country,  but  this  Washington  is  today  the  mother  of  the  Legion, 
and  the  Auxiliary,  and  in  behalf  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  I 
greatly  thank  you  for  this  cordial  welcome  and  this  lovely  hospi¬ 
tality,  and  only  trust  that  the  people  of  Washington  will  have  half 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


21 


as  much  pleasure  in  having  us  here  as  we  are  going  to  have  in  being 
here,  knowing  you.  And  may  I  add  by  the  way  of  parenthesis,  that 
the  mosquitoes  are  so  well  trained,  even,  in  Washington  that  they 
don’t  even  bite  the  visitors!  (Applause.) 

Commander  Younts  presented  Mr.  Bryce  Little,  of  Wilson, 
N.  C.,  wlio  responded  for  the  Legion  to  the  addresses  of  welcome. 

RESPONSE  TO  ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME 
Madam  President,  Commander : 

The  very  unparalleled  reception  we  are  receiving  here  convinces 
me  that  the  good  people  here  in  Washington  are  firm  believers  in 
the  Holy  Writ,  for  somewhere  therein  we  find  these  words  “Be  not 
forgetful  to  entertain  strangers,  for  thereby  some  have  entertained 
angels  unawares.”  (Applause.)  Now  let  me  be  very  frank  with 
myself  in  the  outset,  for  there  are,  as  far  as  I  know,  no  angels  in 
the  American  Legion.  We  have  had  eight  Department  Conventions, 
each  one  of  which  has  been  held  in  a  separate  locality,  and  in  not 
one  instance  have  we  received  prolonged  compliments  for  the  angelic 
temperament  of  our  delegates.  However,  if  my  eyes  and  observation 
fool  me  or  not,  there  are  numerous  heavenly  spirits  here,  and  this 
Convention  is  going  to  be  blessed  by  an  abundance  of  Washington’s 
beautiful  daughters  and  wonderful  queens.  I  think  that  I  might 
digress  here,  when  talking  about  this  angelic  subject,  to  say  that 
North  Carolina  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  noble  women. 
I  do  not  believe  it  possible  for  any  of  her  leading  women  of  North 
Carolina  to  so  forget  the  fundamental  principles  of  patriotism,  even 
in  time  of  peace,  as  to  lend  active  aid  and  encouragement  to  a  cause 
having  for  its  aim  the  destruction  of  life  and  property,  and  because 
of  misguided  sympathy  for  two  criminals  would  treacheously  under¬ 
mine  and  destroy  the  very  foundations  of  our  Government.  I  trust 
the  time  will  never  come  when  such  a  spectacle  as  has  just  been 
going  on  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  will  ever  disgrace  the  fair 
name  of  North  Carolina.  (Applause.)  Getting  back  to  my  subject, 
Mr.  Mayor,  Mr.  Rodman,  Mrs.  Bonner,  I  am  sure  that  I  speak  the 
sentiments  of  every  member  of  the  American  Legion,  when  I  say 
to  you,  that  we  are  grateful  for  your  warm  words  of  welcome.  Not 
only  are  we  delighted  to  be  here  because  of  these  generous  ex¬ 
pressions,  but  also  because  of  the  reputation  of  the  people  of  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Beaufort  County.  In  History  of  North  Carolina,  discussing 
your  people  as  far  back  as  a  century  ago  has  this  to  say:  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  Beaufort  County  were  distinguished  for  their  early 
devotion  to  the  principles  of  liberty.  And  right  on  down  to  the 
present  day,  when  trials  and  tribulations  have  been  upon  us,  when 
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threatened  disaster  and  waves  of  tumult  almost  tear  the  ship  of 
state,  your  sons  have  demonstrated  that  true  patriots  are  still  born. 
In  the  recent  World  War  they  made  a  brilliant  record  and  won  for 
themselves  imperishable  glory  on  the  battlefields  of  France  and 
Belgium.  Because  of  these  things,  and  many  others,  which  might  be 
said  about  your  wonderful  town  and  county,  I  say  that  it  is  fitting  for 
us  to  meet  here  on  this  particular  occasion,  and  celebrate  the  great¬ 
est  and  most  successful  year  in  the  history  of  the  Legion  of  North 
Carolina  (applause),  all  under  the  wise  and  able  leadership  of  our 
popular  Department  Commander.  (Applause.)  Most  of  us  too,  have 
another  reason  for  coming  down,  and  that  is  it  has  been  mighty  hot 
in  the  various  sections  of  North  Carolina  for  the  past  few  weeks, 
and  we  have  heard  about  your  wonderful  climate.  It  did  us  good  to 
be  able  to  run  away  for  these  few  days  and  be  refreshed  by  your 
invigorating  atmosphere.  Because  of  these  things,  I  say,  and  others, 
we  have  come  within  your  borders,  and  we  hope  that  while  we  are 
here  that  our  deliberations  will  be  worthy  of  this  patriotic  people. 
We  hope  we  will  not  be  swayed  by  bitterness  or  prejudice  nor  in¬ 
fluenced  by  selfishness  or  greed,  but  that  a  spirit  of  good  will, 
together  with  a  constructive  policy  will  permeate  this  Convention, 
so  that  the  people  of  North  Carolina  may  know  that  we  members  of 
the  American  Legion  truly  stand  for  God  and  Country  and  the  up¬ 
building  of  the  State  and  Nation  within  which  we  live. 

Mrs.  Wilbur  Cawthorne  (nee  Miss  Virginia  Hufty),  sang 
“Carmena”  (Vocal  Waltz),  written  by  H.  Lane  Wilson.  (Ap¬ 
plause.)  Also,  “Pale  Moon,”  by  Frederick  Knight  Logan. 
(Applause.)  She  was  accompanied  at  the  piano  by  Miss  Ethel 
Mixon,  of  Washington,  ISTorth  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Lowe  presented  the  distinguished  guests  of  the  patriotic 
organizations  represented  who  in  turn  brought  greetings  from 
their  respective  organizations. 

GREETINGS 

GREETINGS  BY  MRS.  WALTER  WOODWARD,  PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  UNITE*D  DAUGHTERS  OF  THE  CONFEDERACY, 
NORTH  CAROLINA  DIVISION 

Mr.  Commander ,  Madam  President ,  Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary,  and 
beloved  Confederate  Veterans  if  there  should  be  any  here: 

I  am  very  happy  to  be  the  medium  through  which  seven  thous¬ 
and  North  Carolina  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  may  extend  greet- 
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ings  and  felicitations.  Your  Organization  and  our  Organization  are 
very  close  allied,  for  very  many  legionnaires  are  descendants  from 
the  men  whom  we  organized  to  honor.  Large  numbers  of  the  Aux¬ 
iliary  are  members  also  of  our  Organization,  the  United  Daughters 
of  Confederacy  and  many  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  are  your 
War  Mothers.  With  the  surrender  of  Johnson’s  army  on  April  19, 
1865,  the  Stars  and  Bars  were  furled  and  the  South  accepted  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  as  its  flag.  During  the  World  War  our  hearts 
thrilled  to  see  the  boys,  yes  and  the  girls  of  America,  forgetting 
sectional  differences  joined  hands  against  the  common  enemy, 
teaching  us  that  whatever  else  we  may  he,  first  and  foremost  we 
are  forever  Americans!  A  beautiful  instance  occurred  in  North 
Carolina  on  November  11,  1926,  when  in  a  certain  town  a  drinking 
fountain  was  presented  to  the  county  as  a  memorial  of  all  soldiers 
of  the  county,  and  on  the  stone  is  beautifully  carved  the  two  flags, 
the  stars  and  stripes  and  the  stars  and  bars,  with  their  staves 
crossed.  In  all  affairs  of  State  and  Nation  an  army  of  Daughters 
of  Confederacy  stand  at  attention,  ready  to  march  in  the  front  ranks 
with  the  world  workers.  Patriotism  and  service  are  our  watch¬ 
words.  We  love  our  Country  and  we  want  to  serve  our  fellow-man. 
We  appreciate  the  privilege  of  attendance  upon  this  Convention 
and  we  bid  you  God  speed  in  all  your  undertakings.  (Applause.) 

GREETINGS  BY  MRS.  W.  O.  SPENCER,  NATIONAL  VICE  PRESI¬ 
DENT  GENERAL,  DAUGHTERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN 

REVOLUTION 

Distinguished  Guests,  Legionnaires,  and  My  Oion  Sons  of  the  World 
War: 

Mrs.  Lowe  has  taken  snap  judgment  on  me  this  morning.  Since 
I  came  on  the  rostrum  she  said  “The  representative  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  is  not  present,  may  I  call  on  you  to 
bring  greetings?”  I  said  “Oh  yes,  I  am  here.”  And  while  I  have 
been  sitting  here  I’ve  thought  of  a  number  of  things  I  might  say 
to  you  that  are  in  my  heart,  that  I  would  love  to  say  to  you,  but  I 
am  somewhat  in  the  condition  right  now  of  an  old  gentleman  I 
once  knew.  He  was  rather  a  comical  old  man  who  hadn’t  been 
in  the  habit  of  speaking  in  public,  when  asked  to  appear  on  a  pro¬ 
gram  he  would  not  give  out  his  subject  he  was  going  to  speak  on. 
He  said  “Just  wait  until  the  time  comes,  then  I  will  tell  you  what  I 
have  got  to  say.”  The  time  came,  the  old  gentleman  rose,  and  in  a 
very  dignified,  pompous  manner  said  “There  are  only  two  who  know 
what  I  wish  to  say  to  you  today,  and  those  two  are  God  and  myself” 
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— and  suddenly  becoming  stricken  with  stage  fright,  he  stopped, 
and  in  a  very  wee  small  voice,  after  a  pause  he  said  “Ladies  and 
gentlemen,  there  were  only  two  who  knew  what  I  wanted  to  say  to 
you  today,  but  there  is  only  one  now,  for  God  only  knows  now,  I 
don’t.”  (Applause.)  However,  I  am  happy,  always  happy  to  greet 
the  Legionnaires  and  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  of  the  American 
Legion.  I  am  happy  to  greet  you,  not  in  the  capacity  of  an  officer 
of  North  Carolina,  but  for  the  North  Carolina  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  for  the  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
women  who  are  doing  the  work  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  throughout  these  United  States  and  other  countries  of 
ours.  I  am  happy  also  to  greet  you  for  I  happen  to  be  the  vice 
president  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  a  patriotic 
organization  that  is  doing  a  great  work  throughout  the  United  States. 
I  believe  in  my  heart  Legionnaires  that  the  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary — and  by  the  way  it  is  unique,  like  the  Daughters,  because  it 
is  the  only  women’s  organization  that  I  can  think  of  or  ever  heard 
of  that  acknowledged,  lived  up  to,  and  worked  as  a  subsidiary  of  a 
man’s  organization.  (Applause.)  I  believe  today  that  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  along  with  you  blessed  boys,  who  fought  through 
those  horrible  years,  along  side  of  my  own  two  dear  sons,  I  believe 
that  they  are  today  representing  an  uplifted  womanhood,  that  super¬ 
structure  which  the  women  of  America  are  building  today  to  the 
glory  of  God.  I  believe  also  that  you  Legionnaires  are  bound  down 
with  the  weight  of  the  responsibility  of  caring  for  those  whom 
you  have  left  in  Flanders  Field,  and  it  is  up  to  you  today  to  re¬ 
member  that  life  is  a  mirror,  and  it  reflects  what  we  are,  so  it  is 
up  to  us  to  give  to  the  world  the  best  that  you  have,  and  the  best 
will  come  back  to  you.  I  am  so  glad  today  to  have  this  opportunity 
of  representing  my  Organization  and  of  speaking  to  you,  because  I 
love  you.  (Applause.) 

GREETINGS  RECEIVED  IN  A  MESSAGE  FROM  MRS.  A.  M. 

WADDELL  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA 
SOCIETY,  COLONIAL  DAMES  OF  AMERICA 

The  North  Carolina  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America, 
women  who  try  to  preserve  the  history  of  the  past,  send  greetings  and 
good  wishes  to  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  whose  interest  is  in 
those  who  by  their  deeds  have  added  glory  to  that  history. 

Gabrielle  deR.  Waddell, 
President  N.  C.  S.  C.  D.  A. 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


25 


GREETINGS  RECEIVED  FROM  MRS.  W.  D.  PEMBERTON, 
PRESIDENT  NORTH  CAROLINA  CHAPTER  AMERICAN 

MOTHERS 

It’s  a  great  disappointment  not  to  be  with  you  in  person,  but  am 
especially  fortunate  in  being  represented  by  one  of  our  beloved  Gold 
Star  Mothers,  Mrs.  Baugham. 

The  War  Mothers  of  North  Carolina  always  consider  it  a  privilege 
to  meet  with  the  Auxiliary  and  Legion  in  annual  convention,  and  we 
greet  you  today  as  our  sons — our  daughters. 

We  feel  the  War  Mothers  touch  a  chord  no  other  organization 
can  reach.  There  is  a  sacred  relationship — a  tie  that  binds.  Ours 
are  the  hands  that  rocked  your  cradles;  that  smoothed  your  fevered 
brow;  that  comforted  you  in  your  imaginary  troubles,  and  we  stand 
as  ready  to  fight  your  battles  today  as  we  did  then.  In  fact  your 
interest  is  our  chief  concern.  We  come,  not  only  as  mothers,  but 
equal  partners  in  a  great  work — a  work  that  ever  stands  for  patriot¬ 
ism,  brotherly  love  and  the  uplift  of  humanity. 

We  rejoice  with  you  in  the  splendid  success  that  you  have  attained, 
and  may  the  future  hold  even  greater  things  for  each  organization. 

We  are  here  today  to  pledge  to  you  our  support  and  cooperation; 
and  the  future,  even  more  than  the  past,  will  find  us  dedicating  our 
lives  anew  to  that  watchword  of  every  true  mother:  Service,  ser¬ 
vice  for  our  soldier  boys.  Service  for  your  ideals,  our  ideals — the 
American  ideals  that  must  be  preserved  if  we  continue  a  free  and 
Christian  nation. 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Pemberton. 

GREETINGS  BY  MRS.  A.  F.  McKISSICK,  PAST  NATIONAL  VICE 
j  PRESIDENT  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

Mr.  Commander,  Mrs.  President,  Legionnaires,  Auxiliary  and  Guests: 

It  is  a  unique  experience  to  come  to  you  for  the  third  time  as  one 
of  your  guests,  to  represent  again  our  National  Organiaztion.  Mrs. 
Cheney,  vice  president  of  the  Southern  Division,  said  last  year  that 
in  spite  of  all  the  advancements  that  we  have  made  in  science  we  have 
never  found  it  possible  to  be  in  two  places  at  the  same  time,  and 
today  she  is  in  the  western  part  of  the  Southern  Division  and  asked 
me  to  come  to  North  Carolina  as  her  official  representative.  She 
sends  you  greetings.  She  bids  me  to  tell  you  that  our  National 
Organization  has  nearly  reached  its  three  hundred  thousand  mark, 
and  that  we  hope  that  by  the  time  our  Convention  opens  in  Paris 
that  we  will  have  passed  the  membership  of  three  hundred  thousand. 
She  asked  me  again  that  I  bring  to  the  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North 
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Carolina  a  world  of  praise,  of  appreciation  and  of  affection  for  the 
cordial  cooperation  that  they  have  given  her,  for  the  wonderful  work 
that  they  have  done  in  their  rehabilitation  and  child  welfare  work, 
a  work  that  is  an  incentive  to  the  other  departments,  and  something 
that  is  very  hard  for  the  other  Departments  to  live  up  to.  For  we 
have  not  been  able  to  do  all  that  North  Carolina  does  and  seems  to 
do  so  easily.  She  asked  also  that  I  thank  you  for  the  cooperation 
you  have  given  the  National  Organization,  for  the  support  that  you 
have  given  the  policies  of  Mrs.  McCauley,  and  to  tell  you  that  she 
regrets  that  she  can  not  be  with  you.  To  the  Legion  I  bring  our 
love,  a  pledge  of  our  service  and  our  cooperation,  and  as  you  of  the 
Legion,  to  whom  we  owe  allegiance,  live  up  to  your  wonderful 
preamble  of  your  constitution,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  service  of 
your  community,  your  state  and  your  nation,  and  trust  you  will  ah 
ways  let  us  work  with  you  and  by  your  side,  for  we  too  have  pledged 
to  give  you  the  same  service,  the  same  love  that  we  gave  you  when 
you  were  in  France,  to  the  Legion  that  we  love.  (Applause.) 

GREETINGS  BY  MRS.  WALTER  MONTGOMERY,  PRESIDENT¬ 
ELECT,  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AMERICAN 

LEGION  AUXILIARY 

Honored  Commander  and  Equally  Honored  President  of  the  Aux¬ 
iliary,  Distinguished  Guests,  and  Friends  and  Fellow  Citizens 
( for  I  don't  believe  you  have  been  called  that  yet) : 

You  have  been  called  everything  else.  I  didn’t  come  here  to  talk, 
but  in  the  name  of  the  South  Carolina  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
I  bring  you  greetings.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  some  of  your 
leaders  at  our  Convention  and  it’s  a  joy  to  renew  that  acquaintance¬ 
ship,  and  I  have  been  looking  forward  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
to  meeting  here  with  you  again  and  knowing  more  and  more  of 
your  fine  forwardgoing  Tar  Heels.  From  time  immemorial  when  the 
Governors  of  our  States  got  together  the  most  important  theme  of 
conversation  has  always  been,  as  you  know,  the  lapse  of  time  between 
drinks.  Now  that  is  entirely  past,  a  past  chapter  in  our  history. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  today  the  thirst  for  achievements  rather  than 
that  of  thirst  for  refreshments  occupies  the  attention  of  us  all.  I 
hope  I  can  speak  for  us  all  anyway.  Ten  years  have  past  since  the 
Flag  of  war  was  furled,  when  the  beloved  sons  of  North  and  South 
Carolina  began  to  foregather  for  the  mighty  struggle  of  this  World 
War.  Since  that  time  we  feel  convinced  that  peace  no  less  than 
war  has  its  victories.  South  Carolina  is  proud  of  her  big  sister 
State.  We  rejoice  with  you  in  your  wonderful  advancement,  that 
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you  have  made,  in  education,  good  roads,  agriculture,  commerce, 
law  and  order,  forms  of  government  and  goodness  knows  how  many 
other  good  things  I  might  say.  I  am  especially  proud  of  you, 
especially  proud  and  interested  too,  because  for  four  or  five  months 
in  the  year  I  live  on  beautiful  Lake  Summit,  near  Saluda,  so  I  am 
really  one  of  you,  an  adopted  child,  so  please  don’t  treat  me  like  a 
red-headed  stepchild.  We  in  South  Carolina  are  trying  to  keep  up 
with  the  wonderful  pace  you  have  set  for  us  in  achievements.  Now 
just  a  few  words  about  our  Auxiliary.  We  women  are  proud  of  being 
helpers  to  you  and  co-members  of  what  we  consider  the  finest  and 
grandest  Organiaztion  in  the  whole  world,  the  American  Legion. 
We  of  the  Auxiliary  believe  in  working,  not  waiting,  in  laughing 
not  weeping,  in  boosting  not  knocking.  We  believe  today  in  the 
things  we  are  trying  to  do,  and  tomorrow  in  the  things  that  we 
hope  to  do.  In  our  own  Department  of  South  Carolina  we  have 
gone  forward  not  only  numerically  but  in  every  single  sphere  of 
the  service.  This  coming  year  I  am  going  to  try  to  urge  all  of  our 
units  to  stress  rehabilitation,  our  work  for  the  sick  veterans,  for 
Friends  we  won’t  have  them  with  us  always,  and  what  sweeter  form 
of  service  could  an  Auxiliary  mother,  wife,  daughter  or  sister 
possibly  do  than  that  of  doing  anything  to  sweeten  the  lives  of  our 
own  sick  boys?  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  said,  with  a  great  deal 
of  pride,  of  the  wonderful  work  North  Carolina  is  doing  at  Oteen. 
We  congratulate  you  and  we  rejoice  with  you.  Mr.  Commander  and 
Madam  President,  won’t  you  two  urge  your  units  to  do  even  more  for 
those  unfortunates,  those  shut-ins,  who  alas  must  so  often  feel  that 
we  have  forgotten  them?  I  pledge  you  our  good  will  and  congratula¬ 
tions  and  with  these  our  love.  (Applause.) 

GREETINGS  BY  J.  E.  HALL,  REPRESENTING  VETERANS 

OF  FOREIGN  WARS 

Mr.  Commander,  Women  of  the  Auxilary,  and  Friends: 

I  am  not  a  member  of  the  American  Legion.  I  esteem  it  a  great 
privilege  at  some  time  in  the  near  future  to  be  one  of  you.  I  come 
as  a  representative  of  our  Commander  in  Chief,  Theodore  Stitt,  of 
the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  of  the  United  States.  I  am  not  going 
to  take  up  any  of  your  time,  as  you  have  a  long  program  before  you, 
but  I  will  say  this,  that  our  Organization  is  working  with  and  co¬ 
operating  with  the  American  Legion  and  the  other  veterans’  organiza¬ 
tions  in  behalf  of  the  ex-service  man.  And  more  particularly  in 
that  of  the  hospitalization,  for  they  are  the  ones  who  get  it  more 
than  we.  We  are  able  to  go  forth  and  make  our  own  way,  but  a 
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great  number  of  our  comrades  and  buddies  of  the  last  wars  are  not 
able  to  do  that.  So  therefore  I  beg  of  you  to  carry  on  in  this  work 
and  we  with  you,  the  privileges  that  the  present  incumbents  of  the 
hospitals,  that  they  may  have  even  more  than  they  have  today.  Let 
that  be  our  slogan.  Let’s  help  those  that  need.  I  thank  you. 
(Applause.) 

GREETINGS  BY  REID  ELKINS,  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Mr.  Commander ,  Madam  President ,  and  Comrades  of  the  Legion  and 
Auxiliary : 

I  take  it  that  I  am  pinch-hitting  for  the  Commander  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  South  Carolina,  who  was  unavoidably  detained  this 
morning.  I  am  quite  sure  that  he  had  a  very  fine  speech  prepared, 
and  I  expect  to  bid  for  your  good  graces  by  assuring  you  that  it  will 
take  me  exactly  thirty  seconds  to  bring  the  greetings  of  the  South 
Carolina  Department.  We  expect  North  Carolina  to  have  a  great 
American  Legion — everything  else  in  North  Carolina  is  great,  and 
big — in  fact  in  South  Carolina  its  sort  of  a  little-sister  big-brother 
proposition.  We  think  that  North  Carolina  is  the  greatest  State  in 
the  Union — except  South  Carolina.  (Applause.)  And  I  will  say  that 
North  Carolina  is  all  right.  (Applause.) 

The  Washington  nine-piece  Orchestra  rendered  a  selection. 
Commander  Younts  presented  Miss  Annie  Lee,  Department 
National  Executive  Committeewoman,  of  Monroe  N.  C.,  who 
introduced  the  next  speaker  of  the  morning  session. 

Miss  Lee  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Commander,  Madam  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Thirty-four  years  ago  there  went  out  from  West  Point  a  man, 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  his  Country.  Following  the  Flag  on  the 
battlefields  of  three  years  in  Cuba,  in  the  Philippines,  and  on  the 
Western  Front,  he  has  written  his  name  high  in  the  military  records 
of  his  country.  Retiring  from  active  service,  at  his  own  request  a 
couple  of  years  ago,  he  now  further  serves  his  Country  as  Director 
General  of  the  United  States  Flag  Association,  which  he  founded  and 
to  whose  lofty,  patriotic  aims  and  purposes  he  has  dedicated  the 
rest  of  his  life.  Devoting  not  only  his  time,  but  his  means  to  the 
work  of  the  Association,  he  is  well  qualified  to  speak  about  the  Flag 
and  the  ideals  and  institutions  for  which  it  stands.  I  take  pleasure 
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in  introducing  to  you  Colonel  James  A.  Moss  of  the  United  States 
Flag  Association — of  the  United  States  Army,  soldier  and  patriot. 
(Applause.) 

ADDRESSES  BY  DISTINGUISHED  VISITORS 

ADDRESS  OF  COLONEL  J.  A.  MOSS,  DIRECTOR  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  FLAG  ASSOCIATION 

Commander  Younts ,  Mrs.  Lowe,  Fellow  Legionnaires  and  Sister 
Legion  Auxiliary  ( and  I  say  fellow  Legionnaires  because  I  have 
been  a  member  of  a  post  of  the  American  Legion  ever  since  the 
post  was  first  formed ) : 

As  I  entered  Washington  this  morning,  and  as  I  saw  these  over¬ 
seas  caps,  and  men  along  the  streets  wearing  smocks,  memory  took 
me  back  Over  There,  where  the  Yanks  had  come,  flying  on  the  bat¬ 
tlefields  of  France  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  Memory  took  me  back  to 
the  occasion  when  General  Pershing  delivered  his  first  public  address 
in  France,  standing  at  the  Statue  of  LaFayette,  and  he  spoke  those 
words  which  not  only  thrilled  the  whole  of  France,  but  the  whole  of 
America — “LaFayette,  we  are  here!”  And  then  memory  also  took 
me  back  about  eighteen  months  later,  when  American  doughboys 
were  in  France  on  leave,  standing  at  the  same  monument  a  certain 
soldier  made  a  speech  that  became  almost  as  famous  as  the  first  one. 
The  fighting  was  over  and  the  American  doughboys  wanted  to  come 
back  home.  They  were  impatient  to  get  back  to  God’s  own  Country. 
They  wondered  when,  oh  when  are  we  going  back  home?  And  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  the  official  organ  of  the  A.  E.  F.,  as  those  who  were 
over  there  recall,  every  day  they  came  out  with  a  slogan,  written  on 
the  top  in  imitation  of  handwriting,  great  big  black  letters  “Take  Us 
Home  Toot  Sweet.”  That  was  the  time  when  this  American  Boy  in 
France  on  furlough  came  to  LaFayette’s  monument,  and  looking  up 
at  the  monument  he  said  “LaFayette,  we  are  still  here.”  (Applause.) 
And  then  memory  takes  me  back  to  the  American-Argonne  offensive, 
when,  according  to  a  story  that  went  the  rounds  over  there  for  quite 
awhile,  the  cannon  were  booming,  the  airplanes  were  buzzing  over¬ 
head,  right  and  left  you  heard  the  rattle  of  infantry,  and  a  soldier 
that  got  a  good  chance  beat  it  to  the  rear  as  fast  as  he  could  beat  it, 
and  he  ran  into  his  Colonel,  and  the  Colonel  says  “What  are  you 
running  for?”  and  the  soldier  replied,  “Heavens  alive!  Because  I 
can’t  fly!”  (Applause.)  Then  the  Colonel  says  “Do  you  know 
where  you  are?”  and  he  says,  “No  sir.”  And  the  Colonel  with  all 
of  his  pride  stuck  out  his  chest  and  said  “Do  you  know  who  I  am?” 
and  the  soldier  said  “No  sir.”  “Well,”  he  says  “I  am  the  Colonel  of 


30 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


your  regiment.”  So  the  soldier  says,  “My  God,  I  had  no  idea  I  was 
so  far  away  from  the  firing  line.”  (Applause.)  Now,  I  was  a  colonel 
myself,  and  I  want  to  tell  you  that  is  all  bunk!  That  is  just  a  story. 
But  I  didn’t  come  here  to  tell  you  just  some  stories.  I  am  supposed 
to  say  something  about  the  Flag  of  Our  Country.  To  us  the  Flag 
represents  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  stands  for  the 
declaration  of  independence.  It  typifies  the  ideals  and  traditions 
of  the  American  people,  and  of  all  we  hope  to  be  and  are.  And  the 
one  aim  and  purpose  of  the  American  Flag  Association,  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  of  being  Director  General,  gentlemen,  is  to  foster 
reverence  for  that  Flag,  and  second  to  combat  any  and  all  things, 
whether  in  letter  or  in  spirit,  that  are  hostile  to  the  ideals,  the 
traditions  and  institutions  for  which  that  Flag  stands.  In  other 
words  it  is  the  basic  principle  with  the  United  States  Flag  As¬ 
sociation  to  save  as  it  is — along  with  the  American  Legion  and  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary.  There  is  absolutely  no  room  in  this 
country  for  socialism,  communism,  bolshevism  or  any  other  kind  of 
ism,  except  Americanism.  (Wild  applause.)  I  am  to  address  the 
American  Legion  tomorrow  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  too, 
so  I  shall  not  this  morning,  when  we  are  so  pressed  for  time,  go  into 
the  details  of  what  I  am  really  here  to  talk  about.  I  am  merely 
mentioning  this,  that  there  is  a  big  national-wide  lofty  movement  on 
foot  in  this  country  today  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  States 
Flag  Association,  known  as  the  Living  Flag  Movement.  And  it  is 
my  purpose  at  the  time  of  my  address  before  the  Legion  and  the 
Auxiliary  tomorrow  to  explain  all  about  the  Living  Flag  Movement. 
I  will  conclude  my  remarks  by  extending  greetings  to  the  Legion 
Auxiliary  and  to  the  American  Legion,  and  say  that  the  United 
States  Flag  Association  extends  to  them  the  hand  of  fellowship,  and 
if  there  is  anything  that  we  can  do  in  any  way  to  help  along  the 
fine,  the  splendid  work  that  is  being  done  by  these  two  fine  and 
splendid  patriotic  organizations,  the  American  Legion  and  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  the  only  thing  you  have  to  do,  Com¬ 
mander  Younts  and  Mrs.  Lowe,  will  be  to  press  the  button  and 
we  will  be  glad  to  do  the  rest.  I  thank  you.  (Applause.) 

Commander  Paul  R.  Younts  at  this  point  remarked:  More 
for  the  benefit  of  you  men,  you  might  be  pleased  to  know  of 
this.  Colonel  Moss  happens  to  he  the  man  who  wrote  the  Moss 
Manual  back  in  the  old  war  days.  You  ladies  might  not  be 
able  to  appreciate  that  so  much  as  the  soldiers.  The  Moss 
Manual  is  something  that  we  tried  to  put  our  minds  on  back 
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in  the  war  days,  to  try  to  teach  us  how  to  be  a  soldier.  He  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  the  fellow  that  had  the  responsibility  of  writing  that 
book. 

In  introducing  the  next  speaker  Commander  Younts  said: 

At  this  time  it  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I  have  the 
opportunity  and  privilege  of  next  presenting  to  you  a  gentleman, 
a  man  who  has  come  here  to  Washington  from  Norfolk  to  help 
make  this  Convention  of  ours  a  real  success,  a  man  who  has  been 
a  member  of  the  American  Legion  ever  since  its  organization,  a 
man  whom  we  all  want  to  hear  from,  a  man  who  I  am  sure  will  bring 
us  a  message  that  we  will  all  be  glad  to  hear.  At  this  time  it  is 
my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  introduce  to  you,  Captain  VanBoskick 
Commander  of  the  Norfolk  Division  of  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard,  who  will  now  address  us.  (Applause.) 

ADDRESS  OF  CAPTAIN  VANBOSKICK,  COMMANDER  OF  THE 
NORFOLK  DIVISION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

COAST  GUARD 

Commander,  Madam  President,  Comrades  of  the  American  Legion, 
and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I  am  always  glad  to  foregather  with  my  Comrades  of  the  American 
Legion.  Not  only  because  I  have  the  honor  to  be  the  past  commander 
of  two  posts  of  the  American  Legion,  and  also  because  we  in  the 
Coast  Guard  have  a  Legion  Post  known  as  the  Tampa  Post,  which 
contains  several  thousand  members,  and  which  was  established  to 
commemorate  and  in  the  name  of  the  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Tampa, 
which  was  torpedoed  in  action  in  the  War  Zone  and  which  went 
down  will  all  on  board,  with  111  Coast  Guard  personnel — it  was  the 
largest  single  loss  sustained  by  the  Navy  with  exception  of  the 
Cyclops — but  I  am  also  glad  to  be  here  because  of  what  the  American 
Legion  stands  for.  My  time  is  brief  so  I  can  dwell  very  shortly  only 
upon  it,  but  there  is  one  great  good  that  this  Organization  can 
bring  about,  and  that  is  the  insistence  upon  the  maintenance  of  a 
merchant  marine  adequate  for  this  country's  needs.  Seapower  is  not 
confined  by  any  means  to  naval  fleets.  It  means  a  merchant  marine 
as  well.  In  fact,  naval  forces  and  merchant  fleets  go  hand  in  hand, 
to  maintain  the  seapower  in  countries  such  as  the  United  States  and 
England  are.  It  is  not  enough  that  merchant  ships  proceed  from 
tidewaters  with  goods  of  American  growth  and  manufacture  on 
board  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  markets  of  the  world  and  to  return 
with  foreign  goods  for  our  needs  and  thus  enrich  our  nation,  but  be- 
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cause  the  merchant  marine  vessels  must  serve  as  units  for  the 
purpose  of  national  defense  in  time  of  war.  The  United  States  fleet 
requires  merchant  ships  in  many  times  its  numbers  to  serve  as 
supply  and  repair  ships  and  the  many  other  uses  to  which  auxiliaries 
can  be  used.  Without  these  merchant  ships  a  fleet  can  not  proceed 
very  far  afield  from  its  base  and  consequently  its  effectiveness  is 
crimped.  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  on  very  intimate 
terms  and  being  associated  with  naval  officers,  while  I  was  at  the 
Naval  War  College  in  1923  and  1924.  The  Navy  protects  the  Mer¬ 
chant  Marine  always.  Also  the  Coast  Guard  does,  whether  in  time 
of  war  or  in  time  of  peace.  And  the  Coast  Guard  protects  it  in  time 
of  peace  by  rendering  assistance  to  vessels  in  distress.  Now  whether 
the  Coast  Guard  will  continue  its  effective  operation  to  the  full  ex¬ 
tent  by  rendering  assistance  to  vessels  in  distress,  and  thus  serving 
its  part  in  the  maintenance  of  the  merchant  marine,  and  of  seapower, 
depends  upon  whether  we  have  a  merchant  marine,  that  is  American 
owned  and  operated,  at  full  strength,  or  whether  it  dwindles  into  in¬ 
significant  proportions  and  perhaps  is  acquired  from  us  by  foreign 
owned  ships  or  control.  But  whether  we  have  ships,  straightout 
government  owned  ships,  or  whether  our  ships  our  merchant  ships 
are  maintained  and  operated  by  any  of  the  other  plans  that  have 
been  in  the  past  or  will  come  in  the  future,  we  must  have  a  mer¬ 
chant  marine,  owned  and  operated  by  Americans  in  order  that  our 
seapower  may  be  maintained.  I  have  spoken  about  the  Navy.  I 
have  also  said  that  I  have  been  intimately  associated  with  the  naval 
officers.  A  naval  officer  can  not  very  gracefully  blow  his  own  horn, 
but  because  I  am  of  the  Coast  Guard  and  not  of  the  Navy  I  can 
properly  say,  the  naval  officer  is  a  hardworking  energetic  servant 
of  the  people.  At  the  Naval  War  College  you  will  not  hear  “How 
can  we  build  a  large  navy  in  order  to  gain  promotion  and  so  that 
we  may  be  in  a  position  to  make  war?”  What  you  will  hear  is  “How 
can  the  navy  offer  the  most  effective  defense  by  effective  operations 
against  any  potential  enemy,”  and  also  “How  can  the  navy  be  best 
prepared  to  help  to  prevent  war?”  I  know  of  no  more  worthy  in¬ 
stitution  under  the  Government  than  the  Naval  War  College,  and 
every  penny  that  is  spent  for  its  maintenance  is  well  spent  and  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  country’s  safety.  And  that  War  College  is  doing  its 
part  in  harboring  its  classes  of  hard-working,  far-seeing  officers  of 
your  Navy,  of  which  the  Coast  Guard  also  becomes  a  part,  upon  oc¬ 
casion.  I  hope  that  this  Convention  may  be  productive  of  great 
good.  Many  of  you  are  about  to  proceed  abroad  to  France,  and  I 
am  only  sorry  that  my  duties  as  Commander  of  the  Norfolk  Division 
will  prevent  my  accompanying  my  comrades  of  the  Post  to  which  I 
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belong,  and  you  all,  to  that  Land  where  so  many  of  those  who  have 
gone  before  us  lie,  and  whose  heroic  conduct  in  that  War  will  always 
serve  as  an  inspiration  for  those  that  follow  them.  I  thank  you. 
(Applause.) 

Commander  Paul  R.  Younts  stated  that  before  we  have  our 
split  sessions  of  the  Auxiliary  and  the  Legion  he  would  take  this 
opportunity  of  again  recognizing  Colonel  Moss : 

PRESENTATION  OF  FLAG  STAFF  CERTIFICATE 

In  my  remarks  awhile  ago,  I  referred  to  a  feature  of  work  of  the 
United  States  Flag  Association  known  as  the  Living  Flag.  By  a 
living  Flag  we  mean  63  American  citizens,  one  representing  the  flag¬ 
staff,  one  the  blue  field,  13  the  stripes  and  48  the  stars,  humanly 
typifying  the  Flag  of  the  United  States.  A  living  flag  in  effect  is 
really  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  humanized  as  it  were.  The 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  as  a 
tribute  to  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  their  State  organizer,  have  formed  a 
Living  Flag.  It  is  the  Living  Flag  of  the  Auxiliary,  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  component 
parts  of  that  Flag,  the  flagstaff,  the  blue  field,  the  13  stripes  and  the 
48  stars,  consist  of  the  State  Officials  of  the  Auxiliary  and  some  of 
Mrs.  Burt’s  nearest  and  dearest  friends.  Mrs.  Lowe,  Department 
President,  is  the  flag  staff,  having  formed  the  flag.  And  it  is  indeed 
with  great  pleasure  that  I  present  this  morning,  to  Mrs.  Burt,  this, 
what  we  call  the  Flagstaff  Certificate,  containing  the  names  of  the 
flagstaff,  the  blue  field,  the  13  stripes  and  the  48  stars  of  her  Living 
Flag.  (Mrs.  Burt  arose;  all  ladies  present  arose.)  This  is  presented 
to  you  in  appreciation  of  the  splendid  work  you  have  done  in  the 
interest  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina.  I 
take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  this  to  you.  (Applause.) 

ADDRESS  BY  MRS.  E.  W.  BURT 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Guests,  Legionnaires  and  dear  Aux¬ 
iliary  Members: 

I  can’t  tell  you  how  much  I  thank  you  for  this  wonderful  gift, 
and  I  can’t  tell  you  how  humble  I  feel  today,  because  there  isn’t  a 
single  one  of  you  that  couldn’t  have  done  just  as  well  as  I  did  or  a 
great  deal  better,  in  organizing  this  Auxiliary  of  ours.  I  appreciate 
this  honor  that  has  been  bestowed  upon  me.  You  have  done  so 
much  for  me.  My  voice  fails  me  and  I  cannot  tell  you  what  it 
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means,  but  I  am  so  glad  because  this  Living  Flag,  because  these 
names  are  going  to  live  in  my  heart  as  long  as  there  is  any  life  in 
my  heart.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  Wilbur  Cawthorne  sang  “Let  Me  Call  You  Sweetheart” 
(all  joining  in  chorus.)  (Wild  applause.)  Mrs.  Cawthorne 
sang  the  same  song  the  second  time.  (Applause.) 

The  Auxiliary  withdrew  from  the  auditorium  to  the  Parish 
House  of  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  Church. 

MONDAY  MORNING  SESSION 
(Continued) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  in  the  Parish  House,  St. 
Peter's  Episcopal  Church,  by  the  President,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe. 
Upon  request  of  the  chair,  Mrs.  W.  O.  Spencer,  invoked  divine 
guidance  upon  the  meeting. 

Mrs.  Charles  Young,  the  Department  Secretary,  was  asked 
by  the  President  to  read  the  call  for  the  Convention. 

A  motion  was  made,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  reading  of 
the  call  for  the  convention  be  dispensed  with,  each  unit  having 
received  a  copy  by  mail  thirty  days  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
convention. 

The  following  appointment  of  committees  was  made  by  the 
chair : 

Rules  Committee — Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  chairman,  Mrs.  Homer  Beaman, 
and  Miss  Rebe  Shields. 

Courtesy  Committee — Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie,  Mrs.  Sam  Pharr,  Mrs. 
Richard  Springs  and  Mrs.  Tom  C.  Daniels. 

Miss  Mary  Trice,  of  Lexington,  was  appointed  to  serve  on  the 
Resolutions  Committee  in  the  place  of  Miss  Mary  Ward,  of  New 
Bern,  who  was  absent. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  the  names  constituting 
the  other  special  committees  were  recorded  on  the  official  pro¬ 
gram  in  the  hands  of  each  person  present. 

The  president  then  announced  that  many  joint  messages  and 
telegrams  of  greetings  and  regrets  of  inability  to  accept  the 
invitations  to  attend  the  Department  Convention  had  been  re- 
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ceived  by  Commander  Younts  and  herself  and  time  would  not 
permit  of  reading  even  all  of  those  addressed  exclusively  to  the 
Auxiliary.  Consent  was  given  to  have  deferred  messages  that 
were  not  read  in  the  convention  included  in  the  minutes. 

Note.  In  the  last  session  of  the  convention  a  motion  was 
made  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  reports  that  were  not  read 
in  the  convention  be  printed  in  the  minutes.  These  reports, 
greetings  and  other  messages  have  been  arranged  as  nearly  as 
possible  in  the  order  of  the  program. 

GREETINGS  AND  MESSAGES 

Indianapolis,  Ind., . 1927. 

Greetings  to  the  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary ,  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina,  in  Convention  Assembled: 

I  wish  I  might  be  with  you  personally  to  greet  you  at  your  annual 
convention,  but  as  you  know  a  National  President  cannot  be  every¬ 
where.  I  shall  be  with  you  in  thought  and  wish  for  you  a  most  con¬ 
structive  as  well  as  a  happy  convention. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Mrs.  Adalin  W.  Macauley, 

National  President. 

Helena,  Ark.,  August  15,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Department  President  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary,  Washington,  N.  C. 

Although  I  am  unable  be  with  you  in  person  today  please  know  I 
shall  be  thinking  of  all  my  North  Carolina  friends  while  I  am  out 
here  in  Arkansas.  May  all  your  sessions  be  productive  of  the  finest 
results  looking  toward  the  continued  advancement  of  the  principles 
of  our  great  organization. 

Mrs.  J.  Y.  Cheney. 

National  Vice  President  Southern  Division. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  August  8,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President,  North  Carolina  Department,  The 
American  Legion,  Washington,  N.  C. 

Dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  I  am  pleased  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
very  kind  invitation  to  attend  your  annual  Department  Convention 
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and  regret  to  advise  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  accept.  My  own 
work  is  taking  enough  time  at  present  that  any  time  given  to  Legion 
affairs  is  taken  from  other  activities  and  with  the  additional  work 
involved  at  these  headquarters,  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  plan 
to  be  out  of  town. 

I  appreciate  being  invited  and  wish  it  were  possible  for  me  to 
accept. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Robert  A.  Adams, 
National  Judge  Advocate. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  August  8,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President ,  Department  of  North  Carolina , 
American  Legion  Auxiliary ,  Lexington ,  North  Carolina. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  Mrs.  Boyd  had  already  sailed  for  France 
to  complete  Convention  arrangements  when  your  invitation  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Convention  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  reached 
Headquarters,  but  I  am  sure  she  would  want  me  to  thank  you  for 
this  courtesy,  even  though  it  is  impossible  for  her  to  attend. 

With  very  best  wishes  from  National  for  a  most  successful  Con¬ 
vention,  I  am 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  Bert  S.  Hawkins, 
Stenographer  to  Mrs.  Boyd. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  August  9,  1927. 
Mrs.  John  Lowe ,  Lexington ,  North  Carolina. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  I  deeply  appreciate  the  nice  invitation  to  at¬ 
tend  your  Department  Convention  and  only  wish  it  were  possible 
for  me  to  do  so.  I  know  that  you  will  have  a  very  successful  meet¬ 
ing  and  be  assured  that  you  have  my  heartiest  felicitations,  which 
please  also  extend  to  the  Department  Commander. 

With  best  of  good  wishes,  I  am, 

Sincerely  yours, 

Maude  R.  Cudworth  (Mrs.  W.  H.) 

Department  President. 

W.  Pittston,  Pa.,  August  15,  1927. 

The  National  Chaplain  sincerely  regrets  that  it  is  impossible  to 
accept  your  kind  invitation  for  August  15  and  16,  1927. 


Mrs.  Mabel  D.  Stark. 
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Washington,  Ga.,  August  7,  1927. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  Many  thanks  to  you  and  to  Commander 
Younts  for  the  invitation  to  attend  your  Department  Convention  at 
Washington,  August  15-16.  I  wish  that  I  might  be  with  you,  but 
since  this  is  impossible,  I  send  my  warmest  congratulations  on  your 
successful  year’s  work  and  the  best  of  good  wishes  for  a  pleasant 
and  profitable  convention. 

Shall  I  see  you  in  Paris? 

Sincerely  yours, 

Lucy  R.  D.  Ficklen. 

(Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklin,  Jr.) 

Department  President ,  Georgia. 


Lansdowne,  Pa.,  August  15,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President  American  Legion  Auxiliary ,  Washing - 
ton ,  N.  G. 

Greetings  and  love  from  Pennsylvania.  Best  wishes  for  successful 
Convention. 

Florence  C.  Kennedy. 


Concord,  N.  C.,  August  9,  1927. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  I  am  so  greatly  disappointed  that  I  cannot 
be  with  you  next  week  in  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  American 
Legion  and  Auxiliary.  Kept  hoping  I  could  go,  but  find  now  that  it 
will  be  impossible. 

However,  the  War  Mothers  will  be  represented  and  most  beautifully 
so  by  our  greatly  beloved  Gold  Star  Mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Baugham, 
who  will  bring  greetings  from  the  State  Chapter. 

Know  you  will  have  a  lovely  Convention  and  I  shall  be  with  you  in 
thought. 

With  much  love  and  best  wishes  for  a  successful  convention, 

Most  cordially, 

Ellen  Pemberton. 

(Mrs.  W.  D.  Pemberton) 

State  President  American  War  Mothers,  North  Carolina  Chapter. 
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Franklin,  Va.,  August  12,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington,  North  Carolina. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  invitation 
to  be  present  at  your  Convention.  I  regret  very  much  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  me  to  attend. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  a  meeting  of  the  Concord  Unit. 
They  are  doing  such  splendid  work. 

We  are  looking  forward  with  much  pleasure  to  having  you  with  us 
during  our  Convention.  Please  let  me  know  when  to  expect  you. 
With  my  best  wishes  for  a  successful  Convention, 

Sincerely, 

Cora  A.  Vaughan, 
Department  President  of  Virginia. 

Chester,  S.  C.,  August  17,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Lexing¬ 
ton,  N.  C. 

Regret  inability  to  attend.  Best  wishes  happy  successful  Con¬ 
vention. 

Mrs.  J.  Lyles  Glenn,  Jr. 
Cedarhurst,  N.  Y.,  July  31,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President,  Amreican  Legion  Auxiliary,  Depart¬ 
ment  North  Carolina,  Lexington,  N.  C. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  Many  thanks  for  your  very  kind  invitation 
and  that  of  the  Department  Commander,  Mr.  Paul  R.  Younts,  to  at¬ 
tend  your  Department  Convention  on  August  15  and  16.  I  only  wish 
I  might  see  my  way  clear  to  be  with  you. 

Please  accept  from  me  very  best  wishes  for  a  most  successful 
Convention,  and  greetings  from  the  Department  of  New  York. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Isabel  Burnham, 
Department  President. 

Huron,  S.  D.,  August  12,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Department  President,  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary,  Washington,  N.  C. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  It  is  with  regret  that  I  must  inform  you  that 
I  will  be  unable  to  accept  your  most  gracious  invitation  to  attend 
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your  Annual  Convention  to  be  held  on  August  15  and  16.  It  would 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  be  with  you  and  I  hope  some  day  it  will  be 
possible  for  me  to  attend  a  Convention  in  North  Carolina. 

I  wish  you  the  best  success  with  your  Convention. 

Very  sincerely, 

Mrs.  Pauline  Crawford, 
Department  President . 


Chicago,  III.,  August  16,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe ,  President  American  Legion  Auxiliary ,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina,  Washington,  N.  C. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  I  regret  exceedingly  that  a  previous  engage¬ 
ment  prevents  my  attending  your  Annual  Convention. 

With  best  wishes  for  a  successful  Convention  and  year,  I  am, 

Sincerely, 

Bessie  Stuart  Smith, 
Department  of  Illinois  President. 


Yuma,  Arizona,  August  7,  1928. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Department  President,  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary,  Washington,  N.  C. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  Your  invitation  to  attend  the  Annual  Con¬ 
vention  received,  and  thank  you  very  much.  I  regret  my  inability 
to  be  present. 

With  very  best  wishes  for  a  successful  meeting,  I  am 

Very  sincerely, 

Mary  P.  Forman  (Mrs.  W.  N.), 

Past  Department  President,  Arizona  Department. 


Greensboro,  N.  C.,  August  15,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Washington ,  N.  C. 

Best  wishes  for  successful  Convention.  Regret  exceedingly  unable 
to  attend. 

Cora  C.  Lucas. 
Department  Chairman  Music. 
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Atlantic  City',  N.  J.,  August  13,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Washing¬ 
ton,  N.  C. 

Please  give  my  cordial  greetings  and  love  to  all  the  members  of 
the  Auxiliary.  I  regret  my  inability  to  attend  the  Convention. 

Alice  W.  Spruill, 

(Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C.) 


Statesville,  N.  C.,  August  14,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Washing¬ 
ton,  N.  C. 

So  sorry  I  can’t  be  with  you  today.  Love  and  best  wishes  for  a 
successful  Convention. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  H.  P.  Grier, 
Department  Chaplain. 


Statesville,  N.  C.,  August  15,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Washington,  N.  C. 

Regret  very  much  not  being  able  to  attend  Convention.  Best 
wishes  for  most  successful  meeting. 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson. 
Eighth  District  Committeewoman. 


Gastonia,  N.  C.,  August  5,  1927. 
Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington,  N.  C. 

Sorry  indeed,  but  circumstances  have  arisen  which  will  make  it 
impossible  for  me  to  attend  the  Washington  Convention.  Gastonia 
unit  sends  congratulations  to  retiring  officers.  Appreciate  honor  you 
conferred  on  me,  sorry  unable  to  be  there. 

Mrs.  Ted  Cashion. 


Louisburg  N.  C.,  August  15,  1927. 


Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Department  President  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary,  Washington,  N.  C. 

Exceedingly  sorry  cannot  be  with  you.  Best  wishes  for  successful 
Convention. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry, 
Fourth  District  Committeewoman. 
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Roanoke,  Va.,  August  1,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe ,  President,  The  North  Carolina  Department, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Washington,  N.  C. 

Dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  Your  invitation  addressed  to  Mrs.  Clement 
Johnston,  86  Valley  Road,  Castlewood,  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  been  for¬ 
warded  to  us,  and  just  received  today.  We  are  forwarding  same  to 
Mrs.  Johnston,  who  is  in  Egypt  on  a  trip  around  the  world.  It,  of 
course,  will  be  impossible  for  her  to  be  with  you,  but  we  are  sure 
it  will  be  one  of  the  outstanding  attractions  she  will  regret  missing, 
and  we  feel  sure  that  were  she  in  this  continent  she  would  be  with 
you. 

We  hope  your  invitation  will  reach  her  in  time  for  her  to  cable  her 
regrets  to  both  you  and  Mr.  Paul  R.  Younts  while  in  session. 

Very  truly  yours, 

W.  H.  Coleman. 


Monroe,  La.,  August  5,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  North 
Carolina  Department,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  This  is  to  express  my  appreciation  for  your 

kind  invitation  to  attend  your  Department  Convention  and  regret 
very  much  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  attend  owing  to  the 
fact  that  our  own  Department  Convention  will  be  in  Shreveport  on 
the  18,  19,  and  20.  I  know  of  nothing  that  would  give  us  more  pleas¬ 
ure  than  to  have  you  with  us,  I  am  sure  the  message  you  would  bring 
would  give  us  many  good  ideas.  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Cheney  is  going  to  be 
with  us  at  the  Convention,  and  we  would  certainly  like  to  have  you 
present  too. 

I  wish  at  this  time  to  again  express  our  grateful  appreciation 
for  everything  your  Department  did  to  relieve  the  distress  of  our 
flood  sufferers.  The  boxes  from  Charlotte  and  Mooresville  were  the 
first  received  here  at  our  supply  base  and  they  came  at  a  time  when 
the  situation  was  intensely  critical.  You  cannot  imagine  the  joy 
and  happiness  of  these  poor  people  to  receive  your  splendid  donation. 

With  kindest  regards  to  you  and  all  good  wishes  for  a  most  suc¬ 
cessful  convention,  I  am 

Yours  sincerely, 

Jennie  O’Kelly, 
Department  President. 
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Pittsfield,  Mass.,  August  . ,  1927. 

Mrs.  Merle  D.  Groves  regrets  that  she  cannot  attend  the  annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  on  August  15  and  16,  at  Washington,  North  Carolina. 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  national  executive  committeewoman,  read 
her  official  report,  which  was  accepted  with  unanimous  consent 
of  the  assembly  and  with  an  expression  of  gratitude  and  high 
commendation  by  the  president. 

OFFICIAL  REPORTS 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

Entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  of  National  Committee- 
woman  at  the  close  of  the  National  Convention  held  in  Philadelphia 
in  October,  my  first  official  act  was  attendance  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Department  Executive  Committee,  held  in  Charlotte  in  November. 

On  January  14  and  15  I  represented  North  Carolina  at  the  mid¬ 
winter  meeting  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  held  at  Na¬ 
tional  Headquarters,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

I  have  participated  in  the  Department’s  welcome  to  two  National 
Presidents,  Mrs.  Shepard,  when  she  visited  Charlotte  in  September 
and  Mrs.  Macauley,  upon  her  visit  to  Asheville  on  May  27  and  28. 
At  the  latter  time  I  accompanied  Mrs.  Macauley  on  visits  to 
Hospital  No.  60,  Oteen,  and  the  American  Legion  and  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  Clinic,  located  near  Oteen.  On  May  28  I  attended 
the  Tenth  District  Meeting  and  a  dinner  given  by  the  Kiffin-Rockwell 
Post  and  Unit.  I  accompanied  Mrs.  Macauley  to  South  Carolina,  the 
Department  next  visited  by  her. 

I  attended  the  Post  and  Unit  Officers  Conference  held  in  Sanford 
February  22,  and  a  meeting  of  the  Department  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  held  at  that  time. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  attend  and  assist  in  entertaining  the 
Seventh  District  meeting  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  which  was 
held  in  Monroe  in  May. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  visit  several  units. 
Among  these  was  attendance  at  the  opening  of  the  Hornet’s  Nest 
Post  Club  in  Charlotte,  when  I  received  at  the  house-warming. 

With  other  Auxiliary  officers,  I  was  a  guest  and  spoke  at  a  dinner 
meeting  of  the  Hurst-Turner  Unit,  Statesville. 

Representing  you,  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  assist  in  placing  a 
portrait  of  Dr.  Kate  Waller  Garrett,  Past  National  President,  at 
National  Headquarters  of  the  Auxiliary  in  Indianapolis,  this  portrait 
being  a  memorial  and  a  token  of  love  from  the  Southern  Division. 
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As  the  immediate  past  President  of  the  Department,  collaborating 
with  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer  during 
the  terms  of  my  Presidency,  I  have  compiled  the  data,  had  pub¬ 
lished  and  issued  two  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Asheville,  Fayetteville  and  Hickory  Conventions,  held  respectively 
in  1924,  1925  and  1926. 

I  have  cooperated  with  the  Veterans  Bureau  in  various  phases  of 
their  work,  particularly  in  the  drive  to  secure  the  conversion  of 
War  Risk  Insurance. 

I  have  attended  to  all  correspondence  and  other  matters  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  duties  of  my  office.  May  I  thank  you  for  the  privilege  of 
having  represented  you? 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Annie  Lee. 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  first  vice  president,  took  the  chair  while 
Mrs.  Lowe  gave  the  report  of  the  tenure  of  her  office. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  report,  Mrs.  Vass  said:  “You  have 
heard  our  president’s  wonderful  report.  Is  there  a  motion  to 
accept  this  report?”  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller  made  a  motion 
that  a  rising  vote  be  given  our  president  and  the  report  be  ac¬ 
cepted  with  thanks.  The  motion  was  carried  by  a  rising  vote. 

PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

Foremost  in  the  hearts  of  the  delegates  and  visitors  of  the  seventh 
annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  is  a  deep  appreciation  of  the  cordial  welcome  of  the 
Beaufort  County  unit,  Washington,  N.  C.  We  are  already  enjoying 
your  charming  hospitality  and  shall  take  home  with  us  pleasing 
memories  of  your  beautiful  city  on  the  historic  Pamlico. 

We  realize  our  acceptance  of  your  invitation  has  necessitated 
no  inconsiderable  amount  of  planning  and  effort  on  your  part, 
because  of  your  desire  to  make  this  occasion  as  it  is,  propitious, 
one  of  pleasure  and  profit  to  the  organization,  and  in  keeping  with 
your  usual  manner  of  entertainment.  In  behalf  of  the  Department 
I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  gracious  courtesies. 

I  wish  to  welcome  our  distinguished  guests  who  have  honored  us 
with  their  presence  and  thereby  indicated  an  endorsement  of  our 
aims  and  purposes. 

I  thank  each  delegate,  alternate  and  visitor  for  coming  and  at 
the  same  time  showing  their  interest  in  the  deliberations  of  this 
body  and  the  desire  for  a  bigger,  better  Auxiliary. 


44 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


With  humility  and  gratitude  I  submit  to  you  an  account  of  the 
year’s  activities  that  have  been  guided  with  the  best  of  my  strength 
and  ability. 

Last  year  in  the  conclusion  of  my  report  as  Vice  President,  I 
felt  aware  that,  “It  is  not  what  a  man  doeth  that  exalteth  him,  but 
what  a  man  would  do.”  I  had  a  vision  of  the  field  of  opportunity 
for  service  before  me  and  you  bestowed  upon  me  the  highest  honor 
within  your  power,  thereby  kindling  a  keener  desire  on  my  part 
to  bring  this  vision  into  the  realms  of  reality. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  you  have  made  progressive 
strides  and  sustained  a  position  relevant  to  the  desired  advance¬ 
ment.  As  it  were,  we  have  crossed  great  open  spaces  in  the  field 
of  opportunity  but  are  still  aware  of  mountains  to  be  occupied. 
As  these  new  opportunities  loom  up  before  us,  we  are  again  re¬ 
minded  of  what  we  “would  do.” 

At  this  moment  you  have  cause  for  a  just  pride  in  the  year’s 
accomplishments  which  you  have  made  possible  by  your  splendid 
cooperation  and  concerted  action;  and  you  have  cause  for  a  re¬ 
dedication  of  your  energies  to  carry  on  and  hold  on  high  the  torch 
of  ideals  that  fell  from  dying  hands  on  Flanders  Fields. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  for  their  generous  support  and  constructive  labor  during  my 
administration.  I  especially  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  attended 
Executive  Committee  meetings  and  assisted  in  solving  the  prob¬ 
lems  there  to  be  considered.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Commander  of 
the  Legion,  Paul  R.  Younts,  for  his  fine  consideration  and  the 
Legionnaires  for  the  reciprocity  of  good  will  of  the  department. 

I  am  glad  to  say  we  are  climbing  in  the  number  of  District  meet¬ 
ings  called  during  the  year — eight  being  called  from  the  ten 
districts.  I  was  able  to  attend  all  with  one  exception  and  thereby 
have  found  the  greatest  stimulus  comes  from  the  most  direct  and 
personal  contact  with  the  units. 

District  Meetings 

1.  Mrs.  H.  E.  Tripp  called  the  First  District  to  meet  at  Washing¬ 
ton  and  while  she  did  not  get  the  representation  of  other  units 
that  she  desired,  there  was  a  goodly  number  of  Auxiliary  members 
present  on  the  appointed  evening  and  an  inspiring  meeting  took 
place. 

2.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Second  District,  called  by  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Hyman  with  the  Scotland  Neck  Unit  hostess,  the  representation  of 
units  was  good  and  new  zeal  and  enthusiasm  awakened.  On  the 
same  evening  the  Kiwanians  were  host  to  the  visitors  at  a  Mother’s 
Day  Dinner. 
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3.  By  appointment  of  Mrs.  D.  M.  Pollock  the  Third  District  met 
at  New  Bern  with  the  Donnerson  Hawkins  Post  and  Auxiliary 
jointly  entertaining  at  an  elaborate  banquet.  As  a  result  of  the 
increased  interest,  on  the  very  next  day,  Mrs.  Pollock  added  a  new 
unit  to  her  district. 

4.  The  Fourth  District  was  called  by  Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry  to  meet 
in  Raleigh  at  the  Woman’s  Club  Building,  where  an  unusual  num¬ 
ber  of  fine  reports  were  given  by  the  units  represented.  The  local 
unit  was  hostess  at  a  beautifully  arranged  banquet  for  the  visitors 
and  Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels  gave  a  lovely  reception  at  her  residence 
Wakestone. 

5.  Mrs.  N.  L.  Eure  made  sincere  efforts  to  organize  new  units  and 
hold  a  meeting  of  the  Fifth  District.  She  reports  one  new  unit 
chartered  and  a  sufficient  number  of  eligible  women  ready  to 
organize  another. 

6.  Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan  made  plans  for  a  district  meeting  and 
increasing  the  membership  of  the  district,  but  sickness  in  her  family 
prevented  her  from  carrying  out  her  plans. 

7.  Mrs.  Sam  Lee  held  a  most  successful  joint  district  meeting 
with  the  Legion  at  Monroe.  This  district  was  the  first  in  the  history 
of  the  Department  to  have  a  district  meeting,  and  the  meetings 
grow  more  interesting  each  year.  A  delightful  social  feature  was 
added  with  Mrs.  Lee  the  gracious  hostess  to  a  luncheon  for  the 
Auxiliary  guests. 

8.  Another  excellent  district  meeting  took  place  when  Mrs. 
F.  L.  Johnson  called  the  Eighth  District  to  meet  at  Mooresville 
in  the  new  Legion  Hut.  The  personnel  of  these  district  meetings 
make  each  stand  out  as  distinctive  as  individuals. 

9.  Splendid  reports  have  reached  me  of  the  Ninth  District  meet¬ 
ing,  called  at  Gastonia  by  Miss  Ona  Choate.  I  regret  to  have  been 
absent  for  the  first  time  at  a  district  meeting,  but  think  you  will 
accept  my  excuse  as  plausible  when  you  know  that  at  that  time 
I  was  giving  my  attention  as  Matron  of  Honor  to  the  comforts  and 
pleasures  of  the  Veterans  of  the  Sixties  in  reunion  at  Tampa, 
Florida.  The  Department  was  represented  by  the  vice  presidents, 
Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice. 

10.  The  climax  of  district  meetings  was  reached  when  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Gudger  called  the  Tenth  District  to  meet  at  Asheville  with  the 
Kiffin  Rockwell  Post  Auxiliary  hostess  and  the  National  President, 
Mrs.  A.  W.  McCauley,  and  Department  officers  honor  guests.  Visitors 
from  other  districts  were  present  and  all  were  forcibly  impressed 
with  the  spirit  of  Mrs.  McCauley’s  message.  Two  days  entertain¬ 
ment  included  a  banquet  at  the  George  Vanderbilt  Hotel,  reception 
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and  dance  at  Battery  Park  Inn,  a  visit  to  Oteen  hospital,  a  visit  to 
the  Oteen  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  guest  at  Rotary  luncheon,  and 
breakfast  at  Grove  Park  Inn. 

It  is  evident  that  more  emphasis  is  being  placed  each  year  on 
district  meetings,  and  I  recommend  that  we  increase  our  efforts  to 
hold  one  in  every  district  each  year  and  to  encourage  every  unit 
to  be  represented — that  district  meetings  be  devoted  particularly 
to  discussions  of  activities  of  local  units,  and  that  a  schedule  of 
district  meetings  be  made  early  in  the  year  and  given  advance 
publicity. 


Rehabilitation 

Primarily  the  activities  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  are 
centered  around  the  sick  and  wounded  and  disabled  veterans  of 
the  World  War.  So  many  spectacular  cases  have  come  under  our 
observation  we  have  ceased  to  realize  the  situation,  and  sympathize 
feelingly  with  the  sufferer,  but  it  is  the  business  of  the  Auxiliary 
to  keep  alive  an  interest  in  the  underprivileged  man  and  to  extend 
to  him  a  helpful  hand  with  a  human  touch. 

We  are  enabled  to  do  this  in  a  great  way  through  our  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  dhairman,  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  who  makes  monthly  visits  to 
Oteen  hospital  and  interviews  every  patient  with  the  purpose  of 
making  friendly  contact  and  learning  those  wishes  that  are  within 
the  power  of  the  Department  to  grant.  Because  of  the  faithfulness 
of  each  unit  in  its  attention  to  its  adopted  ward,  we  have  been  able 
to  supply  real  needs  and  furnish  much  cheer.  The  dispensation 
of  gifts  has  been  chiefly  through  suggestions  of  Miss  Gwaltney, 
and  she  will  present  a  few  cases  in  her  report  that  will  give  you 
a  vivid  picture  of  the  work. 

Recommendation  is  that  in  addition  to  the  present  work  of 
Rehabilitation  we  give  more  attention  to  the  needy  men  without 
compensation,  locally  and  hospitalized — that  we  act  in  helping  him 
establish  his  claim  for  a  compensation.  Sometimes  this  can  be  done 
by  influence  of  letters  and  affidavits. 

Guardianship 

The  work  of  Guardianship  in  many  Departments  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  in  the  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare  work,  but  since 
the  Regional  office  of  the  Veterans  Bureau  is  located  in  Charlotte, 
our  chairman,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  has  been  able  to  assist  in 
making  contact  with  beneficiaries  and  give  personal  aid  to  veterans 
trying  to  establish  claims  for  compensations. 
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Child  Welfare 

An  outstanding  activity  of  the  Department  has  been  the  Child 
Welfare  work  headed  by  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet.  This  phase  of 
work  in  North  Carolina  has  been  liberally  supported  by  the  units 
and  received  front  page  attention  in  the  National  Bulletin. 

My  recommendation  is  that  we  contiue  this  praiseworthy  activity 
with  wholehearted  support  and  in  addition  to  the  work  at  Oteen 
we  provide  funds  for  local  emergencies. 

Americanism 

As  America  is  the  first  word  in  the  name  of  our  Organization 
and  “For  God  and  Country”  is  the  first  phrase  in  the  preamble  to 
the  Constitution,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  we  associate  ourselves 
together  in  part  to  perpetuate  Americanism. 

In  that  our  Americanism  program  is  closely  related  to  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  United  States  Flag  Association,  your  President  was 
made  a  member  of  the  Woman’s  National  Council  and  when  Col. 
James  A.  Moss  visited  the  state  at  the  D.  A.  R.  Conference  she  was 
awarded  a  Cross  of  Honor.  With  the  purpose  in  view  of  nourishing 
Americanism,  and  at  the  same  time  honoring  our  organizing  Presi¬ 
dent,  the  Department  founded  a  Living  Flag  in  honor  of  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Burt,  with  the  official  family  and  her  friends  as  component  parts 
of  the  flag. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  credited 
a  part  of  the  North  Carolina  Star  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner 
Memorial  at  Valley  Forge  and  the  National  Birthday  Bell. 

We  are  also  indebted  to  Hon.  Charles  L.  Abemethy,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  for  more  than  3,000  copies  of  the  American  Creed  already 
franked  for  mail,  which  were  distributed  to  the  members  of  the 
units  on  Flag  Day. 

Mrs.  Charles  Dunn,  chairman  of  Americanism,  has  distributed 
among  the  units  appealing  programs  with  the  offer  of  prizes  and 
plans  for  studies  of  the  Constitution.  We  must  know  the  story  of 
our  Republic  to  love  it,  hence  I  recommend  stimulation  of  the  study 
of  United  States  History  and  the  Constitution.  I  also  recommend 
that  we  secure  teachers,  as  it  were,  “to  the  manner  born”  to  teach 
our  History. 


Finance 

I  am  indebted  to  our  Finance  Committee  for  the  efficient  man¬ 
agement  of  our  funds.  For  the  first  time  we  have  adopted  the 
budget  system  and  Mrs.  Ed  Benbow,  chairman  has  a  splendid 
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report  of  the  proposed  budget  income,  and  expenditures  to  present. 
The  success  of  the  budget  plan  establishes  its  continuance. 

Unit  Activities 

In  many  of  my  talks  I  have  stressed  importance  of  the  Unit  as 
the  fundamental  factor  of  the  Department  and  therefore  I  wish 
to  stress  the  importance  of  a  full  report  of  unit  activities.  Mrs. 
Joseph  Claverie,  chairman,  has  been  guided  by  the  slogan  of  the 
National  President,  “Every  Unit  a  Community  Asset,”  and  finds 
the  units  of  the  Department  have  made  a  marvelous  record. 

Legislation 

Mrs.  E.  Clarence  Judd,  chairman  of  Legislation,  has  complied 
in  every  way  with  the  request  from  the  Legion  and  National  Head¬ 
quarters.  She  will  outline  the  most  important  measures  endorsed 
and  supported  by  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary. 

Constitution 

Mrs.  W  O.  Spencer,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Constitution  Com¬ 
mittee  last  year,  was  retained  as  chairman  of  this  committee,  and 
has  proposed  changes  in  the  Constitution  that  will  stabilize  the 
rulings  of  the  organization. 


Hereditary 

We  have  received  no  request  from  National  Headquarters  for  en¬ 
dorsement  of  hereditary  resolutions,  but  Mrs.  Cabell  Young,  Chair¬ 
man,  has  a  dear  wish  which  we  would  like  to  go  on  record;  that  is, 
we  become  an  hereditary  organization  so  that  our  ideals  may  live 
and  thrive  by  the  added  efforts  of  posterity. 

Memorials 

You  have  already  been  impressed  with  the  lovely  tributes  to  the 
memory  of  our  deceased  members  made  by  Mrs.  Mark  Lassiter. 
During  the  year  I  had  the  sad  mission  of  sending,  in  the  name 
of  the  Department,  expressions  of  sympathy  to  our  National  Com¬ 
mander,  Howard  P.  Savage,  at  the  time  of  the  bereavement  of  a 
most  loved  one,  and  expressions  of  sympathy  to  the  family  of  Mrs. 
Fanny  Ransom  Williams,  a  mother  of  two  World  War  veterans 
and  a  woman  prominent  in  patriotic  work.  Mrs.  Lassiter  will  tell 
you  of  the  memorials  erected  in  memory  of  World  War  veterans. 

Music 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  Mrs.  Cora  Cox  Lucas  of  Greensboro, 
chairman  of  Music.  Mrs.  Lucas  is  a  notable  member  of  the  Feder- 
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ation  of  Music  Clubs;  she  believes  the  singing  of  our  National 
Anthem  and  patriotic  songs  a  most  potent  influence  for  Ameri¬ 
canism. 

Gold  Star 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Baugham,  Washington,  N.  C.,  Gold  Star  Chairman, 
has  greatly  endeared  herself  to  the  units  and  the  Department  de¬ 
lights  to  bestow  tokens  of  high  esteem  and  show  gentleness  and 
thoughtfulness  to  its  Gold  Star  members,  especially  upon  Mother’s 
Day. 

Emblem 

Mrs.  David  Yow,  Emblem  Chairman,  has  given  information  about 
Auxiliary  emblems  in  her  bulletins.  The  Department  urges  units 
to  have  markers  erected  on  the  graves  of  every  World  War  Veteran 
and  every  unit  member  to  wear  the  Auxiliary  pin. 

Poppy 

Poppies  are  figuratively  blowing  over  our  heads,  for  the  over¬ 
head  expenses  of  our  great  activities,  namely  Rehabilitation  and 
Child  Welfare,  come  from  our  Poppy  sales.  Mrs.  Homer  Beaman, 
chairman,  excelled  herself,  as  usual,  with  the  Poppy  sale  this  year. 

Trophies  and  Awards 

Among  the  Trophies  and  Awards,  there  has  been  added  this 
year,  through  the  interest  of  Mr.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes,  of  Charlotte, 
an  elegant  silver  cup  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Wilkes,  our  deceased  Past 
President.  This  beautiful  trophy  is  presented  on  terms  calculated 
to  produce  a  greater  devotion  to  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 
Mrs.  Hunt  Parker  will  include  this  in  the  account  of  her  steward¬ 
ship  of  other  stimuli  in  the  form  of  trophies  and  awards. 

Prison 

The  Department  learns  from  Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  chairman 
of  Prisons,  that  many  units  have  given  comfort  and  deserved  as¬ 
sistance  to  the  unfortunate  veterans  who  for  causes  sometimes 
traceable  to  connection  with  military  service,  were  in  need.  She 
was  able  to  render  valuable  service  during  the  rum  runner  tragedy 
at  Wilmington. 

Cooperation 

Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews,  chairman  of  Cooperation,  has  a  report 
which  makes  plain  that  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  at  all 
times  ready  to  cooperate  with  organizations  and  movements  in 
accord  with  its  aims  and  purposes.  This  was  manifested  by  the 
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quick  and  liberal  response  to  the  call  for  relief  of  the  Mississippi 
Flood  Sufferers. 

Publicity 

Miss  Mary  Trice,  chairman  of  Publicity,  will  give  you  a  report 
of  her  assistance  in  getting  before  the  public  the  activities  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary.  In  behalf  of  the  Department  I  wish 
to  express  my  appreciation  to  Miss  Trice  and  the  Associated  Press 
and  many  local  publishers  for  their  valuable  service. 

Business  and  Pleasure 

Because  of  my  appreciation  of  your  beautiful  courtesies  and  many 
kindnesses,  I  wish  I  had  time  to  give  an  account  of  the  social 
activities  in  which,  as  your  president,  I  have  had  a  part.  These 
were  occasions  of  business  and  pleasure  combined.  In  most  in¬ 
stances  I  was  invited  to  bring  greetings  or  a  message  concerning 
Auxiliary  activities. 

In  the  beginning,  my  administration  was  marked  by  the  visit 
of  the  National  President,  Mrs.  Eliza  London  Shepherd.  We  were 
honor  guests  at  a  perfectly  appointed  luncheon  at  Hotel  Charlotte, 
with  the  Hornets  Nest  Unit  hostess. 

My  first  unit  visit  was  made  to  the  Clyde  Bolling  Post  Auxiliary. 

At  the  National  Convention  in  Philadelphia  I  was  a  guest  at  the 
dinner  given  on  North  Carolina  Day  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Brooks, 
of  Greensboro,  in  honor  of  Governor  McLean. 

At  the  States  Dinner  it  was  my  lot  to  speak  for  North  Carolina 
and  present  the  National  Member-Oetter,  Mrs.  Harry  Vass. 

On  Armistice  Day,  the  day  of  the  dedication  of  the  Memorial 
Stadium  in  Greensboro  to  the  World  War  Veterans,  I  brought 
greetings. 

Was  guest  at  luncheon  at  the  Country  Club  with  Henry  K.  Burtner 
Post  Auxiliary  as  hostess  and  later  attended  a  meeting  at  the 
Y.  W.  C.  A.  to  pack  Christmas  gifts. 

At  other  times  I  was  a  guest: 

At  Raleigh  banquet  and  dinner  dance  with  the  Raleigh  Unit  and 
Post  host  and  hostess. 

At  Dunn-Erwin  meeting  and  reception. 

At  Raleigh  banquet  with  the  Raleigh  unit  and  Post  host  and 
hostess. 

At  banquet  with  Wilmington  Unit  and  Post  as  host  and  hostess. 

At  D.  A.  R.  Conference  Wilmington. 

At  banquet,  Vance  hotel,  given  by  Hurst  Turner  Post-Auxiliary. 

At  War  Mothers  Convention,  Washington. 

At  celebration  of  May  20th  at  Charlotte,  luncheon  the  same  day 
with  Hornets  Nest  Post  Auxiliary  hostess. 
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At  festivities  honoring  Commander  Howard  P.  Savage. 

At  Department  Convention  South  Carolina,  Rock  Hill. 

At  receptions  Raleigh  during  U.  C.  V.  reunion. 

At  opening  of  the  Lexington  Legion  and  Auxiliary  Hut. 

Necessarily  some  invitations  were  declined  with  regrets. 

When  I  took  over  the  reins  of  your  organization  which  had  been 
so  ably  handled  by  my  predecessor,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  it  was  with 
quakings  and  misgivings  that  I  might  fall  below  the  mark  in  some 
things.  With  the  faithful  assistance  of  Mrs.  Charles  Young,  emi¬ 
nently  fitted  for  secretary  and  treasurer,  I  am  happy  to  pass  on 
a  Department  growing  in  every  way. 

Your  membership  surpasses  any  former  August  record  and 
promises  to  surpass  all  former  records  by  the  time  of  the  National 
Convention.  Five  new  units  have  been  organized  and  others  are 
in  process  of  formation. 

Permit  me  to  say  I  have  enjoyed  the  year’s  work  and  thank  you 
for  the  privilege  of  service.  Perhaps  we  have  not  accomplished  as 
much  in  some  lines  as  we  desired,  but  we  have  achieved  much  and 
many  of  our  undertakings.  This  I  attribute  to  your  fine  spirit  and 
cooperation,  which  I  hope  will  continue,  that  we  may  ever  be  on 
the  move  for  good. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Auvila  Lindsay  Lowe, 

(Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe), 
Department  President. 

Mrs.  Lowe  resumed  the  chair  and  called  for  the  First  Vice 
President’s  report., 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  First  Vice  President,  read  the  report 
of  her  office.  After  the  reading  of  this  report,  the  President 
stated:  “You  have  heard  Mrs.  Vass’s  report  and  I  am  sure  you 
are  glad  to  receive  such  an  enthusiastic  report.  Do  I  hear  a 
motion  that  it  be  accepted?”  Upon  motion  duly  seconded  the 
report  of  the  First  Vice  President  was  unanimously  accepted. 

REPORT  OF  FIRST  VICE  PRESIDENT 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  serve  the  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary  this  past  year. 

I  was  elected  as  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  held  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  I  attended  every  session.  My  thanks 
are  due  the  Department  and  delegates  for  their  many  courtesies 
extended  to  me  as  National  “member  getter.” 
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Unfortunately,  illness  prevented  many  Auxiliary  activities,  such 
as  Post  Conference  in  Sanford  and  the  board  meeting  in  Charlotte. 

Let  me  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Board  for  telegrams, 
flowers  and  letters. 

In  April  I  attended  the  Ninth  District  meeting  held  in  Gastonia, 
with  Miss  Ona  Choate  presiding  over  the  business  session.  The 
reports  from  the  various  units  was  splendid.  A  round  table 
discussion  was  held  during  dinner  hour,  with  short  talks  by  Mrs. 
Justice  and  Miss  Gwaltney. 

The  next  meeting  was  the  Fourth  District,  with  Raleigh  as  the 
hostess  unit.  Mrs.  Hugh  Perry  presided.  Several  men  of  the 
Legion  made  talks,  but  a  complete  resume  of  Auxiliary  work  was 
given  by  our  State  President,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe.  The  reports  of 
the  units  in  this  district  plainly  showed  how  very  close  contacts 
and  helpful  these  district  meetings  are.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
presenting  a  gold  piece,  given  by  Mrs.  Perry,  to  the  Louisburg  Unit. 
This  unit  was  the  first  to  come  up  to  their  previous  year’s  quota. 

Conflicting  engagements  kept  me  from  attending  the  Seventh 
District  meeting  at  Monroe. 

In  May,  Charlotte  was  the  gracious  hostess  to  a  luncheon  to 
Mrs.  Lowe  and  me;  for  the  evening  a  get-together  dinner  and  re¬ 
ception  was  held  at  the  Charlotte  Hotel,  with  many  distinguished 
guests. 

In  June  many  department  representatives  were  in  Asheville  to 
greet  our  National  President,  Mrs.  Macauley.  In  the  morning  the 
Tenth  District  meeting  was  held  with  Mrs.  J.  M.  Gudger  presiding. 
A  beautifully  appointed  luncheon  was  given  in  honor  of  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  guests.  Mrs.  Macauley  made  a  wonderful  talk.  The 
afternoon  was  spent  at  Oteen  Hospital.  In  the  evening  the  Ashe¬ 
ville  Post  entertained  at  dinner.  Here,  Mrs.  Macauley  was  at  her 
best.  The  poppy  message  that  was  broadcast  gave  us  all  a  new 
meaning  of  the  work.  Her  visit  to  this  State  will  be  indelibly 
stamped  in  our  hearts  and  minds. 

The  opening  of  the  Hut  in  Lexington  was  great.  The  State  Com¬ 
mander  and  distinguished  guests  were  there,  also  the  Hornet’s 
Nest  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  added  color  to  the  evening’s  program. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  with  our  President,  Mrs.  Lowe. 
I  would  also  express  my  appreciation  to  all  of  my  co-workers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice,  Second  Vice  President,  read  her  report, 
which  was  accepted  by  unanimous  consent.  The  President 
thanked  Mrs.  Justice  for  the  report,  with  the  remark  that  this 
report  reminded  her  of  many  more  things  that  she  wished  she 
could  have  accomplished. 
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SECOND  VICE  PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

As  Second  Vice  President  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina 
I  have  endeavored  to  assist  the  President  in  carrying  out  the  policies 
of  the  year’s  administration,  to  cooperate  in  all  state  activities;  to 
stand  ready  at  all  times  to  encourage  and  help  the  Units  within  my 
reach.  The  Units  have  a  right  to  expect  from  their  Department  of¬ 
ficers,  guidance  founded  upon  an  accurate  knowledge  of  facts,  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  unquestioned  loyalty.  With  these  thoughts  in  mind, 
I  have  tried  to  serve  you. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  eight  Units.  On  these  visits  I  have 
tried  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  work  by  stressing  the  importance 
of  it;  calling  attention  to  the  needs;  giving  encouragement  along 
lines  of  endeavor. 

I  assisted  in  organizing  the  Unit  at  Shelby.  The  President  of  this 
Unit  is  the  Mother  of  a  son  who  was  one  of  the  first  to  make  the 
supreme  sacrifice  and  for  whom  the  Shelby  Post  is  named,  “The 
Warren  Hoyle  Post.” 

In  November  it  was  my  privilege  to  attend  the  Executive  Board 
Meeting  held  in  Charlotte,  and  served  on  the  Committee  of  arrange¬ 
ments.  Our  women  came  to  the  meeting  full  of  an  earnest  purpose, 
ready  to  give  and  to  receive.  Various  problems  were  presented  and 
discussed  and  splendid  ideas  exchanged. 

During  the  year  I  attended  several  guardianship  conferences  at 
the  call  of  Mr.  DeRamus,  Regional  guardianship  officer  of  the 
Veterans  Bureau  at  Charlotte. 

I  was  on  the  program  of  the  Ninth  District  meeting  held  in 
Gastonia  in  April.  The  meeting  was  largely  attended.  The  workers 
enthusiastic,  interested  in  every  phase  of  the  Auxiliary  program. 
Thanks  are  due  the  Gastonia  Unit  for  their  gracious  hospitality. 

I  attended  the  Seventh  District  meeting  at  Monroe  in  April.  I 
had  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  being  a  guest  at  a  luncheon  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  District  Committeewoman.  This  meeting 
of  the  Seventh  District  was  one  of  the  most  inspiring  I  have  been 
privileged  to  attend,  and  the  many  courtesies  of  the  Melvin-Deese 
Unit  deeply  appreciated. 

I  have  attended  regularly  the  meetings  of  my  home  unit  and  have 
served  in  several  capacities.  I  was  on  the  Committee  to  place  a 
marker  to  commemorate  the  spot  where  General  Pershing  reviewed 
the  troops  when  he  visited  Charlotte  in  1922,  which  tablet  was  un¬ 
veiled  at  the  20th  of  May  Celebration.  On  that  occasion  I  was  a 
guest  at  a  Luncheon  given  by  the  Local  Unit  in  honor  of  the  state 
officers.  The  presentation  of  lovely  flowers  to  each  of  the  honor 
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guests  was  the  happy  thought  of  Miss  Ona  Choate,  District  Com- 
mitteewoman.  That  evening  I  was  a  guest  at  a  patriotic  dinner 
sponsored  by  the  local  post. 

Among  the  distinguished  visitors  at  the  20th  of  May  celebration 
were  Commander  Howard  P.  Savage,  Major-General  Charles  Sum- 
merow,  Chief  of  Staff  U.  S.  Army,  Judge  K.  M.  Landis,  Supreme 
Arbiter  of  organized  baseball,  Miss  Annie  Lee  National  Committee- 
woman,  Mrs.  John  Lowe,  State  President,  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  Vice 
President,  and  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  State  Chairman  of 
Rehabilitation. 

In  May  it  was  my  great  good  fortune  to  meet  Mrs.  Adalin  Wright 
McCauley  our  National  President  in  Asheville.  I  was  a  guest  at  a 
Luncheon  given  by  the  Kiffin-Rockwell  Unit  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
McCauley.  At  a  dinner  that  evening  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
her  broad-cast  her  Poppy  Message.  Her  glowing  personality,  her 
eloquence,  her  earnest  message,  made  a  strong  appeal  to  all  who 
heard  her.  It  was  a  red  letter  day  in  the  history  of  our  organization, 
and  the  warm  welcome  and  many  kindnesses  of  the  Kiffin-Rockwell 
Unit  will  long  be  remembered. 

From  Asheville  I  went  to  Oteen.  One  cannot  get  an  intelligent 
understanding  of  existing  conditions  in  a  two  hours  visit,  but  one 
can  get  a  keener  appreciation  of  the  needs  and  wants  of  the  boys, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  the  Units  put  in  their  program  for  the  next 
year  as  many  visits  to  Oteen  as  possible,  for  always  when  asked 
what  they  want  most  their  reply  is,  “come  to  see  us.”  Mrs. 
McCauley  in  her  talk  at  Asheville  told  of  one  of  her  experiences 
while  visiting  the  Walter  Reid  Hospital  in  Washington.  As  she  held 
the  hand  of  a  dying  soldier,  he  looked  up  into  her  face  and  said, 
“Lady,  this  is  a  beautiful  country  to  live  in  but  a  lonesome  country 
to  die  in.” 

I  want  to  say  that  I  have  enjoyed  meeting  and  becoming  better 
acquainted  with  the  splendid  women  of  this  organization — women 
who  are  not  here  to  “play,  to  dream,  to  drift,”  but  women  with  a 
purpose,  women  of  high  ideals  who  are  willing  to  put  service  above 
self. 

I  want  to  thank  our  Secretary  Mrs.  Charles  Young  for  her  ef¬ 
ficient  service,  her  prompt  attention  to  all  matters  of  business 
however  small. 

To  Mrs.  Lowe  I  want  to  say  it  has  been  a  privilege  to  be  as¬ 
sociated  with  you  in  the  year’s  work.  Mrs.  Lowe  has  been  a  Pres¬ 
ident  very  close  to  the  heart  of  every  Auxiliary  member.  She 
brought  to  the  Department  a  constructive  program  and  real 
friendship. 
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I  value  very  highly  my  opportunity  for  association  with  the 
official  family.  I  have  gained  much  and  only  wish  I  could  have 


given  more. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice. 


SECRETARY’S  REPORT 


This  report  covers  period  from  November  3,  1926,  to  August  4, 
1927. 

Eighty-one  bulletins  have  been  issued  and  about  10,000  envelopes 
addressed  and  mailed. 

The  first  of  the  year  the  Finance  Committee  decided  to  purchase 
a  mimeograph  machine  costing  $185,  and  to  raise  the  money  to  pay 
for  same,  asked  the  units  to  contribute  5  cents  per  member.  Some 
responded  and  some  did  not.  Anyway,  $82  has  been  paid  into  the 
treasury  on  the  machine,  leaving  a  balance  of  $103.  In  my  estima¬ 
tion  this  was  a  wise  purchase,  the  ink  and  stencils  costing  $22.50 
and  paper  $50  for  issuing  seventy-eight  bulletins. 

No  record  has  been  kept  of  the  membership  application  blanks 
sent  out  to  the  units,  nor  of  the  remittance  sheets. 

We  take  great  pride  in  the  increase  in  membership  from  2,765  last 
August  1  to  3,483  now,  an  increase  of  718.  We  lack  182  of  coming 
up  to  the  membership  of  December  31,  1926;  however  we  must  con¬ 
sider  the  fact  that  the  Department  convention  has  been  moved  up  a 
month.  (By  combined  effort  1,003  members  were  added  after  this 
date  the  past  year  to  the  December  record  of  1926.  Such  would 
make  the  1927  membership  4,479.) 

Winston-Salem  again  has  the  state  member-getter — Mrs.  William 
F.  Graves,  she  having  secured  374  renewals  and  new  members. 

The  following  units  have  a  membership  equal  to  and  exceeding 
that  of  1926: 


First  District 


Washington 

Greenville 


Spring  Hope 


Second  District 


Louisburg 
Henderson 
Siler  City 


Warrenton 
Snow  Hill 


Fuquay  Springs 


Fifth  District 


New  Bern 

Morehead  City  (New) 


Raleigh 


Fourth  District 


Third  District 


Chapel  Hill 
Leaksville  (New) 
Winston-Salem 
Reidsville 
High  Point 
Mount  Airy 
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Sixth  District 

Dunn 
St.  Pauls 
Lumberton 

Seventh  District 

Lexington 
Monroe 
Asheboro 
Southern  Pines 
Wadesboro  (New) 

Eighth  District 

Salisbury 

Concord 


Mooresville 

Statesville 

Ninth  District 

Newton 

Lincolnton  (New) 

Belmont 

Kings  Mountain 

Gastonia 

Shelby  (New) 

Tenth  District 

Marion 

Hendersonville 


And  the  following  have  met  all  requirements  and  are  100  per  cent 
Excellence: 


Asheboro 

Belmont 

Concord 

Fuquay  Surings 

Gastonia 

Greenville 

Henderson 

High  Point 

Kings  Mountain 

Leaksville 

Lexington 

Louisburg 


Mooresville 
Marion 
Monroe 
New  Bern 
Statesville 
St.  Pauls 
Salisbury 
Southern  Pines 
Spring  Hope 
Raleigh 
Winston-Salem 
Warrenton 


I  recommend  that  you  furnish  your  secretary  with  a  typewriter. 
I  also  recommend  the  purchase  of  another  filing  cabinet,  as  the  one 
we  have  will  not  be  sufficient  to  hold  all  the  folders  for  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Charles  Young, 
Department  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HISTORIAN 

Madam  President  and  Ladies  of  the  Convention: 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  read  the  reports  made  by  the  various 
units  to  Mrs.  Martha  F.  Claverie,  chairman  of  the  Department  Unit 
Activities  Committee,  and  I  found  them  inspiring  throughout. 
A  study  of  the  reports  from  the  units  shows  that  fine  work  has  been 
done.  Mrs.  Claverie’s  report  will  go  into  detail  and  outline  these 
various  activities  and  it  is  not  my  desire  or  intention  to  infringe 
upon  her  territory.  It  is  hers  to  tell  of  the  accomplishments  of 
the  various  units  and  I  shall  touch  upon  the  year’s  achievements 
only  in  a  general  way. 

There  have  come  to  my  hand  reports  from  the  following  units: 
Raleigh,  Charlotte,  Weldon,  Warrenton,  Lexington,  Marion,  Wilson, 
New  Bern,  Sanford,  Mooresville,  Winston-Salem,  North  Wilkesboro, 
Louisburg,  Gastonia,  Asheville,  Rocky  Mount,  Snow  Hill  and 
Hickory.  Other  units  doubtless  have  been  busy,  doing  splendid 
things  for  the  cause,  and  have  neglected  to  make  detailed  report 
of  their  activities,  but  if  the  North  Carolina  Auxiliary  has  accom¬ 
plished  no  more  than  these  eighteen  live,  progressive  units  report, 
the  year’s  achievements  have  been  noteworthy. 

The  reports  show  that  these  eighteen  units  have  spent  for  re¬ 
habilitation  work  during  the  year  $8,770.42.  Through  these  expendi¬ 
tures  many  hundreds  of  needy  veterans  have  been  extended  a 
helping  hand  and  happiness  has  been  brought  to  many  homes  that 
would  have  been  darkened  otherwise.  I  wish  that  figures  were 
available  to  show  the  total  given  for  this  important  part  of  our 
work  by  all  of  the  units  of  the  State  but  only  eighteen  of  our  units 
made  report. 

In  child  welfare  work  our  organiaztion  has  made  an  equally 
striking  record.  The  idea  of  employing  a  whole  time  nurse  at 
Oteen  to  work  exclusively  among  the  children  of  veterans  “taking 
the  cure’’  there,  originated  in  our  organization  and  we  are  immensely 
proud  of  the  work  that  has  been  accomplished.  It  would  have 
been  easy  for  us  and  it  would  have  been  a  joy  to  us  to  have  car¬ 
ried  this  burden  alone,  but  we  were  too  unselfish  to  do  that  and 
we  allowed  the  Legion  to  help  us  carry  it.  This  the  Legion  has  done 
with  equal  pleasure. 

Our  units  have  not  only  contributed  to  the  work  at  Oteen  but 
they  have  looked  out  for  the  welfare  of  the  veterans  of  their  own 
communities  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  children  of  veterans  in 
their  own  communities.  To  many  needy  homes  they  have  furnished 
warm  clothing  for  little  children,  milk  and  other  nourishing  food, 
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and  have  provided  toys  and  other  comforts  and  joys  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  children.  It  would  be  foolish  to  attempt  to  put  a  money 
value  upon  the  thousands  of  acts  of  kindness  done  along  this  line 
by  members  of  our  organization  for  there  is  no  basis  for  such 
computation.  The  eighteen  units  whose  reports  I  have,  show  an 
actual  cash  outlay  for  this  splendid  work  of  $1,433.13. 

Where  did  all  of  this  money  come  from?  The  outside  world  knows 
little  about  it  but  we  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  know.  We 
earned  it  by  selling  poppies  on  Memorial  Day,  by  conducting  cake 
sales,  by  staging  bridge  parties  and  dances,  by  promoting  home 
talent  shows,  by  rummage  sales,  by  newspaper  contests,  by  selling 
advertising,  by  conducting  refreshment  booths  at  fairs  and  by 
scores  of  other  legitimate  means.  This  country  has  seen  no  such 
money-making  organization  as  ours  and  every  year  we  reach  higher 
levels  of  achievement.  The  eighteen  units  reporting  to  me  for  the 
past  year,  report  gross  poppy  sales  of  $5,685.58  and  half  as  much 
more  came  into  unit  treasuries  from  other  sources  during  the 
year. 

Although  the  World  War  veteran  and  his  family  have  been  first 
and  foremost  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  our  members,  as  they 
should  be,  the  records  show  that  our  organization  has  always  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  call  of  human  need.  The  Legion  is  justly  proud 
of  the  slogan  that  its  admirers  have  coined  for  it — 

“In  time  of  disaster — The  Legion!” 

There  has  been  no  emergency  since  the  war  in  which  the  Legion 
did  not  live  up  to  its  slogan  and  we  are  proud  of  that  fact.  It  is 
equally  true  that  the  Auxiliary  has  done  its  share  and  more  in  every 
emergency.  When  the  call  was  sent  out  for  help  for  the  flood  suf¬ 
ferers  a  few  months  ago,  no  organization  in  the  State  did  finer  work 
than  our  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  The  eighteen  units  reporting 
show  contributions  to  this  cause  totalling  $3,667.01. 

I  wish  that  I  could  set  down  here  the  really  notable  and  note¬ 
worthy  achievements  of  the  leading  units  of  the  State.  There  are 
scores  and  scores  of  them  and  there  is  not  space  for  them.  My 
report  must  be  brief  and  I  shall  close  it  with  a  brief  statement  of 
the  work  accomplished  toward  putting  into  book  form  the  history 
of  our  organization  from  its  beginnings  up  to  and  including  the 
administration  of  our  present  president,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe. 

Several  months  ago  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Legion,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Legion  Department  Historian,  decided  to  have 
the  history  of  the  Legion  written  and  put  into  book  form,  covering 
the  period  from  its  organization  up  to  and  including  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  Commander  Younts.  The  Legion  Historian  has  been  working 
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on  this  hook  and  expects  to  complete  it  within  the  next  six  months. 
The  Legion  suggested  to  our  president  that  the  history  of  the 
Auxiliary  for  the  same  period  be  prepared  and  published  in  the 
same  book.  Our  executive  committee  thought  well  of  the  suggestion 
and  I  was  instructed  to  proceed  with  the  work.  It  has  been  going 
forward  satisfactorily  and  will  be  ready  for  the  printer  by  the  time 
the  Legion  history  is  ready,  if  the  convention  desires  that  it  be 
completed  by  me. 

I  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  do  not  desire  reelection  to 
the  post  of  Department  Historian.  I  will  gladly  turn  the  work  over 
to  my  successor,  if  the  convention  thinks  best,  but  because  of  my 
interest  in  the  work  I  am  volunteering  to  consider  the  completion 
of  this  task  as  my  job.  It  is  a  piece  of  “unfinished  business”  that  I 
have  no  right  to  pass  on  to  my  successor,  unless  the  convention 
directs  that  I  do  it.  It  should  have  been  done  during  my  term  of 
office  and  I  regret  that  it  was  not  finished. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  convention  for  having  been 
honored  by  election  to  the  office  of  Department  Historian  and  to 
thank  Mrs.  Lowe,  our  beloved  president,  Mrs.  Charles  Young,  our 
faithful  and  efficient  secretary,  and  other  members  of  our  official 
family  for  their  unfailing  helpfulness  and  many  courtesies  shown 
me  during  the  year  that  has  just  closed. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher, 

Historian. 

Mrs.  Lowe  :  Mrs.  H.  P.  Grier,  Department  Chaplain,  wired 
regrets  and  wrote  a  personal  letter  to  your  president  expressing 
disappointment  because  she  would  not  he  able  to  be  present 
today.  In  the  performance  of  her  duties  as  Chaplain  she  has 
brought  inspiration  and  power  to  the  administration. 

I  appreciate  the  kind  things  that  have  been  said  in  these 
reports  and  the  cooperation  and  support  I  have  had  from  my 
official  family., 

The  session  was  declared  adjourned,  to  meet  at  9  :30  Tuesday 
morning  in  the  Washington  Theater  building.  Announcement 
was  made  that  lunch  would  be  served  in  the  dining  hall  of  the 
Parish  House,  where  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  delegates 
and  Legionnaire  visitors  would  be  guests  of  the  Beaufort  County 
Unit. 
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MONDAY — LUNCHEON  SESSION 

Luncheon  was  served  in  the  Parish  House  of  St.  Peter’s 
Episcopal  Church,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Beaufort  County 
Post  Auxiliary,  at  1 :00  p.m.,  Mrs.  Lowe  presiding.  The  Rever¬ 
end  Mr.  Lockaby  was  asked  to  return  thanks. 

Mrs.  Lowe  (in  appreciation  of  the  accorded  hospitality)  : 
I  do  not  believe  we  need  wait  until  we  return  here  tomorrow 
to  the  luncheon  which  will  again  be  served  here,  to  tell  the  good 
women  who  prepared  this  meal,  and  the  hostess  unit,  the  Beau¬ 
fort  County  Post  Auxiliary,  what  a  delightful  affair  this  has 
been,  and  how  much  we  appreciate  the  beautiful  courtesy  that 
has  been  shown  us.  It  is  a  wonderful  place  for  an  assembly  of 
this  nature,  the  arrangements  and  appointments  are  very 
pleasing,  and  we  are  so  glad  to  be  here  and  partake  of  this 
cordial  hospitality. 

We  have  with  us  a  number  of  distinguished  guests,  and  I  feel 
they  would  like  to  join  me  in  words  of  greetings  and  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  this  occasion. 

Major  Bulwinkle  was  presented  and  spoke  as  follows: 

LEGIONNAIRE  ADDRESSES 

ADDRESS  BY  MAJOR  BULWINKLE 

If  there  is  one  thing  in  my  heart  I  would  like  to  speak  about, 
it  is  the  same  thing  on  the  heart  of  every  woman  here  present.  It  is 
the  disabled  veterans  of  the  American  service.  If  there  is  one 
thing  every  man  and  woman  present  should  spend  every  energy  for, 
it  is  these  helpless  boys  who  have  given  their  all,  who  are  living 
lives  far  worse  than  if  they  had  been  killed,  for  this  Government. 
Somehow  or  other  you  know  the  load  is  increasing  in  some  particu¬ 
lars — the  load  of  those  who  are  losing  their  minds,  mental  illness, 
we  call  it,  is  becoming  greater.  There  is  a  waiting  list,  and  there 
are  not  sufficient  hospitals  for  them.  For  those  you  think  possibly 
are  putting  on,  feigning  illness,  give  them  the  benefit  of  the  doubt, 
give  them  the  utmost  sympathy  of  your  heart,  because  you  cannot 
always  tell. 

There  is  another  thing  that  should  be  done  by  both  organizations 
here,  that  is  the  Government  should  provide  permanent  quarters 
at  Oteen  for  the  tubercular  patients.  Some  of  those  buildings  at 
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Asheville  are  an  everlasting  shame  and  disgrace.  The  last  ap¬ 
propriation  bill  carried  an  appropriation  up  to  $500,000  for  ad¬ 
ditional  facilities  for  the  patients,  but  it  failed  to  pass  in  the  Senate, 
on  account  of  the  filibuster.  That  is  the  only  tubercular  hospital 
south  of  the  Potomac  and  east  of  the  Mississippi,  save  a  small  one 
in  Louisiana.  A  resolution  should  be  passed  both  by  the  Legion 
and  the  Auxiliary,  endorsing  a  program  of  building  at  Oteen  to 
take  care  of  at  least  a  thousand  patients.  As  time  goes  on,  the  load 
will  incrase.  We  have  opened  the  United  States  Veteran  Bureau 
Hospital  to  the  veterans  of  all  wars  so  they  can  go  there  for  cure 
and  treatment. 

This  has  been  delightful  here.  I  know  of  no  place  that  has  had  a 
nicer  convention,  we  have  been  treated  fine  so  far  and  the  program 
as  laid  out  through  tomorrow  looks  like  we  will  enjoy  this  more  than 
we  have  any  yet. 

I  thank  you.  (Applause.) 

National  Executive  Committeeman  of  the  Legion,  Col.  George 
K.  Freeman  was  presented. 

ADDRESS  BY  COLONEL  FREEMAN 

I  thought  I  would  not  be  called  on  here  to  say  anything.  When 
I  recognized  the  introduction,  it  reminded  me  of  an  old  story  I 
have  been  telling  all  over  the  state.  Down  in  my  country  they 
like  to  hunt  foxes.  One  day  the  dogs  turned  up  a  wildcat,  and 
chased  him,  and  finally  the  hunters  came  to  a  farm  house  and 
asked  the  old  farmer  standing  near  by  if  that  cat  had  come  down 
that  way,  and  he  said  yes,  it  had  run  into  the  house,  and  wrhen  they 
inquired  whether  he  was  going  in  there  after  it,  he  said,  “No,  it  is 
in  there  with  the  old  woman,  he  can  fight  his  own  way  out." 
When  I  come  to  the  Auxiliary  I  feel  like  I  will  have  to  fight  my  own 
way  out,  but  I  will  say  that  the  Legion  is  always  happy  to  be 
with  you,  because  we  realize  that  in  just  a  few  years  you  will  be 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Legion,  because  the  Legion  must  of 
necessity  pass  out  with  this  generation,  while  your  organization 
will  perpetuate  itself  through  the  Daughters. 

I  am  delighted  to  be  with  you  again  and  am  enjoying  the  fine 
hospitality  being  shown.  (Applause.) 

General  Albert  Cox  was  presented  as  a  good  friend  of  the 
Auxiliary  as  well  as  a  good  Legionnaire. 
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ADDRESS  BY  GENERAL  COX 
My  Comrades  and  Friends: 

I  had  understood  from  the  announcement  that  the  dinner  tomor¬ 
row  was  to  be  paid  for.  I  did  not  know  that  we  were  expected  to 
pay  for  our  dinners  today.  It  is  certainly  worth  talking  for,  how¬ 
ever.  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  ladies 
of  the  Auxiliary  for  giving  us  this  delightful  repast.  Of  course,  it 
was  no  more  than  we  expected  of  them,  for  they  always  take  care  of 
us,  regardless  of  when,  where  or  how. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  in  Lexington,  where  Mrs.  Lowe  lives, 
at  the  opening  of  the  Legion  hut  a  little  over  a  week  ago.  I 
was  surprised  that  a  town  the  size  of  Lexington  should  be  able  to 
build  a  hut  for  the  purposes  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary.  When  I 
learned  that  there  were  just  as  many  Auxiliary  members  in  that 
town  as  there  were  Legion  members,  it  was  easy  to  understand  why 
the  Legion  had  been  able  to  accomplish  what  it  had.  We  are  de¬ 
pendent  upon  the  ladies  of  the  Auxiliary  for  support,  and  so  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Legion,  you  can  expect 
our  utmost  and  hearty  cooperation  in  all  your  endeavors. 

I  thank  you.  (Applause.) 

In  presenting  the  next  speaker  the  statement  was  made : 
“There  is  an  organization  that  greatly  intensifies  our  American¬ 
ism  program  and  we  have  with  us  the  Director  of  that  organiza¬ 
tion,  Colonel  James  A.  Moss,  of  the  United  States  Flag  As¬ 
sociation,  who  has  a  word  for  us.  ‘ 

ADDRESS  BY  COLONEL  JAMES  A.  MOSS 
Mrs.  Lowe,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I  am  speaking  now  primarily  to  the  members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary.  The  men  here  are  simply  listening  in. 

I  want  to  say  first  that  it  has  always  been  a  pleasure  for  me,  one 
who  has  had  the  privilege  of  following  the  folds  of  our  flag  in  three 
wars,  to  address  American  women.  While  it  is  true  the  tree  of 
American  liberty  has  been  nurtured  with  the  blood  of  American  men, 
it  has  also  been  watered  with  the  tears  of  American  women,  and 
while  it  is  true  that  American  men  have  suffered  and  undergone 
privations  in  the  front,  in  the  excitement  of  battle,  it  is  also  true 
that  American  women  equally  have  undergone  privation  and  suffer¬ 
ing  at  home  and  in  silence.  While  it  is  true  that  the  American  na- 
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tion  no  doubt  owes  a  great  deal  to  the  men  behind  the  gun,  the 
American  nation  owes  equally  as  much  to  the  American  woman. 

I  think  it  is  most  fitting  that  our  women  should  be  taking  the  im¬ 
portant  and  the  vital  part  which  they  are  in  preserving  our  ideals 
and  traditions,  in  making  stronger  and  more  secure  the  foundations 
of  the  nation  as  they  are  doing  today.  While  it  is  true  a  man  dis¬ 
covered  America,  have  we  ever  stopped  to  think  it  was  a  woman  who 
made  it  possible?  Wasn’t  it  Queen  Isabella  who  sold  her  jewels 
so  that  the  Columbus  expedition  could  be  financed?  Well  do  I 
remember,  when  I  was  visiting  the  Alamo,  and  one  afternoon  my 
guide  was  taking  me  along,  and  as  we  reached  a  certain  point,  he 
said,  “Here  is  the  place  where  the  courier  from  Queen  Isabella 
overtook  Columbus,  after  she  had  refused  him,  and  told  him  to  come 
back,  she  had  changed  her  mind.”  Thank  God,  that  was  one  case 
when  a  woman  did  change  her  mind,  because  it  resulted  in  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  America. 

I  am  going  to  conclude  my  remarks  by  thanking  the  ladies  for  this 
delicious  repast. 

Commander  Younts  was  called  upon  to  bring  a  message  and 
present  the  distinguished  guests. 

ADDRESS  BY  COMMANDER  YOUNTS 

It  is  certainly  a  pleasure  for  me  to  be  here  today.  It  is  need¬ 
less  for  me  to  tell  you  how  I  have  enjoyed  the  meal.  It  has  been  a 
pleasure  to  be  invited  here  and  enjoy  your  hospitality.  We  will 
never  forget  all  you  have  done  for  us  in  this  city. 

The  principles  of  the  Legion  are  based  upon  one  or  two  things. 
First,  service  to  those  men  who  have  given  everything.  Your  or¬ 
ganization  makes  it  possible  for  the  Legion  to  exist  and  carry  on. 
It  was  you  that  we  thought  of  at  all  times,  and  it  was  you  that  gave 
us  the  inspiration  to  carry  on,  back  in  those  days  of  ’16  and  ’17,  and 
I  assure  you  it  is  a  pleasure  for  the  Legion  to  be  in  Washington  and 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  serve  you  in  some  small  capacity,  with 
the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  bound  together  in  a  wonderful  organiza¬ 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  principles  for  which  it  is 
organized. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  to  you  Admiral  R.  E.  Coontz.  (Audi¬ 
ence  rises  and  applauds.) 
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ADDRESS  BY  ADMIRAL  COONTZ 

Madam  President ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I  have  just  gotten  out  of  an  automobile  from  a  175  miles  ride, 
and  I  do  not  believe  I  saw  the  right  program.  I  think  I  was 
scheduled  for  tomorrow  morning,  and  I  have  already  turned  in  my 
speech  to  the  newspapers,  so  I  am  rather  in  a  quandary.  You  know 
when  there  have  been  a  lot  of  speeches  made,  the  speaker  is  some¬ 
times  in  the  position  a  friend  of  mine  was  during  the  war.  They 
had  a  meeting  of  all  the  allied  nations  and  they  decided  they  would 
call  on  one  speaker  from  each  nation,  and  that  they  would  call 
on  them  alphabetically.  The  United  States  begins  with  “U,”  and 
that  is  a  long  way  down.  This  man  sat  there  and  heard  all  their 
addresses,  and  as  one  speaker  after  another  arose,  he  would  cross 
off  something  they  would  say  that  he  could  not  say,  and  finally 
everything  had  been  said  that  it  seemed  possibly  could  be,  and  he 
sat  there  thinking,  “What  can  I  say  that  has  not  already  been 
said,”  and  finally  a  thought  struck  him  and  he  reached  across  and 
took  the  “queue”  from  the  Chinaman  and  went  ahead  with  his 
story. 

As  we  rode  along  this  morning,  I  was  struck  with  the  number 
of  watermelons  we  saw,  and  finally  we  began  to  ask  the  price.  It 
ran  from  10  cents  up.  We  are  going  to  take  a  wagon  load  back 
tomorrow. 

That  reminds  me  that  about  a  month  ago  I  came  down  to  look 
into  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  died,  and  we  wanted  to  do  som& 
thing  for  his  family.  He  lived  northwest  of  Edenton,  back  in  the 
woods.  The  road  was  rough,  and  we  had  some  difficulty  reaching 
the  place.  In  conversation  with  his  father,  we  asked  him  how  that 
man,  way  back  there  in  the  woods,  ever  decided  to  go  into  the 
navy.  He  said,  “Well,  maybe  I  was  a  little  hard  on  George  as  a 
boy,  and  one  night  a  great  big  boat  came  up  from  Norfolk  loading 
watermelons,  and  when  they  went  away  George  went  with  them  and 
joined  the  navy,  and  never  came  back,”  so  you  see  even  water¬ 
melons  help  us  out.  But  I  thought  as  I  rode  through  that  peaceful 
country  this  morning,  part  of  which  I  had  never  seen  before,  how 
fine  it  was  to  have  a  wonderful,  powerful  country  like  ours,  and  to 
have  the  effects  of  peace.  About  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  when  I  was 
Chief  of  Operations,  and  anxious  about  the  war,  I  do  not  believe 
half  of  us  know  how  near  the  Germans  came  to  licking  the  whole 
crowd.  I  still  sometimes  wake  up  in  the  night  and  think  about  it, 
and  that  may  come  again,  because  of  all  the  wars  the  United  States 
has  been  engaged  in,  only  one,  the  Mexican  war,  we  were  not  drawn 
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in  from  some  outside  source.  If  you  will  think  about  it  you  will 
realize  that  is  correct.  So  anything,  any  time,  may  unexpectedly 
bring  us  in,  and  I  want  to  impress  on  the  ladies  of  the  Auxiliary 
of  the  American  Legion  the  necessity  for  proper  preparedness  of 
combating  all  the  pinks  and  the  pacifists,  and  be  ready  for  whatever 
comes  for  our  great  country.  (Applause.) 

Commander  Younts:  I  will  take  the  opportunity  of  recog¬ 
nizing  now  the  Ninth  District  Committeewoman,  Miss  Ona 
Choate. 

Miss  Choate  (holding  corsage  of  roses)  :  I  wish  to  present 
these  flowers  to  our  President,  as  a  token  of  love  and  ap¬ 
preciation. 

Mrs.  Lowe:  I  have  received  the  finest  kind  of  encourage¬ 
ment  to  carry  forward  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary  from  the 
Ninth  District  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Choate.  I  have 
been  entertained,  banqueted  and  dined  by  the  Ninth  District, 
and  am  still  receiving  flowers.  I  thank  you  very  much  for  all 
your  endeavor  and  this  token  of  love. 

Mrs.  Baughm  was  recognized  by  Commander  Younts. 

Mrs.  Baughm  :  I  have  been  given  the  honor,  and  it  is  my 
pleasure  to  present  to  our  Auxiliary  President,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Bormer,  these  flowers  from  the  Washington  Auxiliary,  in  ap¬ 
preciation  of  her  very  efficient  services,  with  the  love  and  thanks 
of  her  Auxiliary  members. 

Mrs.  Bonner  :  I  did  not  know  what  to  say  this  morning,  and 
I  am  sure  I  do  not  know  what  to  say  now.  I  feel  more  like 
crying.  I  thank  you  with  all  my  heart,  and  I  will  work  just 
twice  as  hard  until  my  term  expires. 

Commander  Paul  B.  Younts  (presenting  Mrs.  Wilbur  Caw- 
thorne  with  flowers)  :  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  pass  these 
flowers  on  to  Miss  Hufty,  now  Mrs.  Cawthorne.  I  am  passing 
them  on  for  the  local  chapter  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary.  They 
asked  me  to  do  this  with  their  love  and  affection,  for  the  wonder¬ 
ful  service  you  have  rendered  the  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Wilbur  Cawthorne:  I  cannot  tell  you  how  much  I 
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have  enjoyed  being  with  you  and  doing  the  little  things  I  have 
done.  I  hope  I  may  always  be  able  to  do  just  as  much. 

An  announcement  was  made  that  the  time  had  passed  for  ad¬ 
journment  and  the  other  distinguished  guests  might  expect  to 
make  speeches  at  tomorrow’s  luncheon. 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  assemble  at  the  Bouy  Yard  Dock, 
West  Main  Street,  for  a  boat  trip  down  the  historic  Pamlico 
River  to  Bayview  Beach  where  supper  was  served — a  grand  fish 
supper  by  the  way.  All  went  swimming,  etc. 

8 :00  p.m.  Magnificent  display  of  fireworks. 

9  :00  p.m.  Dancing  in  the  pavilion,  Bayview  Beach.  Music 
by  Stub  Johnson’s  Orchestra. 

1 :00  a.m.  The  United  States  Cutter  Pamlico  left  Bayview 
pier  for  Washington. 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  16,  1927 
Morning  Session 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9  :30  a.m.,  Mrs.  Harry  F. 
Vass,  First  Vice  President,  presiding. 

The  Lord’s  prayer  was  repeated  in  unison,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Bonner  leading. 

Mrs.  Charles  Dunn,  Chairman  of  Americanism,  led  in  the 
pledge  of  allegiance  to  the  flag  and  in  the  concert  reading  of 
the  preamble  to  the  constitution  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  W.  O.  Spencer,  Department  Parliamentarian,  was  invited 
to  the  platform. 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  chairman  of  committee  on  rules,  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  which  upon  motion  was  adopted : 

COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

To  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary: 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  draft  rules  for  the  Seventh  Annual 
Convention,  respectfully  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  following: 
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1.  A  speaker  shall  rise,  address  the  Chair,  give  her  name  and 
Unit,  and  obtain  recognition  before  she  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

2.  No  one  shall  speak  a  second  time  on  the  same  question  if  a 
member  who  has  not  spoken  asks  for  the  floor;  and  no  member 
shall  speak  more  than  twice  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

3.  The  maker  of  a  motion  may  open  and  close  debate.  Debate 
shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes  to  each  speaker.  Debate  on  any 
question  shall  be  limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 

4.  No  extension  of  time  shall  be  allowed  to  a  speaker  or  to  debate 
on  a  question  except  by  two-thirds  vote. 

5.  All  main  motions  shall  be  written,  signed  by  the  maker,  and 
given  the  Recording  Secretary  before  the  close  of  session  at  which 
they  are  offered. 

6.  Parliamentary  procedure  as  laid  down  in  Robert’s  Rules  of 
Order,  Revised,  be  observed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Sam  Dee;,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Frazier  McDevett,  chairman  of  the  credentials  commit¬ 
tee,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted : 

CREDENTIALS  REPORT 

The  Credentials  Committee  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows: 


Number  of  Units  in  the  Department .  67 

Number  of  Units  represented  at  convention .  41 

Number  of  delegates  registered .  98 

Number  of  alternates  registered .  37 

Number  of  National  Officers  registered .  2 

Number  of  Department  Officers  registered .  4 

Number  of  District  Committeewomen  registered .  5 

Number  of  visitors  registered .  27 

Number  of  pages  registered .  12 

Number  of  authorized  votes .  155 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Mrs.  Frazier  McDevett,  Chairman. 

The  reports  of  the  District  Committeewomen  were  given  as 
follows : 

REPORT  OF  FIRST  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

We  have  only  two  units  in  our  district.  Our  posts  have  not 
organized  yet,  but  we  hope  they  will  do  so  before  long. 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Tripp. 
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REPORT  OF  SECOND  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

The  second  district  held  a  most  enjoyable  district  meeting  at 
Scotland  Neck  with  a  splendid  representation  of  the  units,  and 
with  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  president,  and  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney, 
chairman  of  rehabilitation,  as  honor  guests.  A  delicious  luncheon 
was  served  and  inspiring  reports  were  made.  Mrs.  Lowe  outlined  the 
work  for  the  auxiliary  and  made  an  appeal  for  greater  activities. 
Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney  touched  the  hearts  of  all  present  with  her 
story  of  the  disabled  and  those  suffering  at  Oteen  hospital  from 
the  effects  of  the  world  war.  An  active  member  of  this  unit  is  Mrs. 
Charles  Dunn,  Department  chairman  of  Americanism,  who  added 
much  to  the  program  and  pleasures  of  the  day.  The  honor  guests 
were  invited  to  another  feast  and  to  take  part  in  a  program  given 
by  the  Kiwanians  that  evening  in  the  Kiwanian  hall  with  wives  and 
mothers  present  to  celebrate  Mothers  Day. 

The  units  of  this  district  that  wTere  placed  on  the  honor  roll  were 
Snow  Hill  and  Warrenton. 

Scotland  Neck  was  among  the  units  contributing  most  generously 
to  the  Mississippi  Flood  disaster. 

All  the  units  on  an  average  reported  fine  activities  and  came  within 
just  a  few  members  of  reaching  the  top. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Hyman. 


REPORT  OF  THIRD  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

This  office  was  wished  on  me  at  the  last  convention,  and  I  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  duties  expected  of  a  committeewoman.  Last  April 
I  attended  the  District  meeting  at  Scotland  Neck  and  heard  the 
wonderful  reports  from  the  various  Auxiliaries  in  that  District. 
When  I  realized  that  New  Bern  had  the  only  Auxiliary  Unit  in  the 
Third  District,  I  felt  very  much  ashamed  of  having  been  in  the  office 
all  these  months  without  having  done  anything  but  read  the  mail. 

After  the  Scotland  Neck  meeting  the  Legion  at  New  Bern  held  a 
get-together  banquet,  with  Mrs.  Lowe  as  an  honor  guest.  While 
in  New  Bern  she  went  to  Morehead  with  me  and  we  organized  an 
enthusiastic  Unit  of  twenty  members.  I  have  made  an  effort  to 
organize  at  Goldsboro,  but  was  not  successful.  However,  I  hope  be¬ 
fore  the  next  convention  Goldsboro  will  be  represented. 


Mrs.  Raymond  Pollock. 
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REPORT  OF  FOURTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 


According  to  the  last  reports  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  from  the 
different  Units  in  the  Fourth  District  the  membership  1926-1927 
is  as  follows: 


Raleigh  . 

Rocky  Mount  .. 
Spring  Hope  .... 

Louisburg  . 

Smithfield  . 

Pittsboro  . 

Henderson  . 

Siler  City  . 

Fuquay  Springs 

Total . 


1926 

1927 

162 

166 

63 

57 

35 

36 

34 

36 

12 

12 

19 

15 

12 

33 

25 

25 

26 

26 

391 

406 

There  are  nine  Units  in  this  District. 

Henderson  deserves  special  mention  inasmuch  as  she  has  more 
than  doubled  her  1926  membership  and  still  has  prospective  mem¬ 
bers  in  view. 

Owing  to  ill  health  I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  any  Depart¬ 
ment  Executive  Committee  meetings,  and  it  has  been  impossible  for 
me  to  organize  any  new  Units  this  year. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  this  year’s  work  was  our  District  meet¬ 
ing  which  was  held  in  Raleigh  on  April  28.  There  were  about  a 
hundred  women  present,  which  included  visitors  from  the  Wilson 
Unit,  who  took  part  in  the  meeting.  The  round  table  discussion  at 
the  end  of  the  meeting  was  especially  beneficial  and  helpful  to  all. 
Our  Department  President  and  First  Vice  President  were  present  at 
this  meeting,  which  made  it  more  of  a  success. 

I  have  written  sixty-eight  letters,  fourteen  postals  and  sent  six 
telegrams  and  numerous  phone  calls  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  the  District  work. 

I  offered  a  prize  to  the  Unit  first  sending  in  a  membership  equal 
to  its  1926  membership,  which  prize  was  won  by  Louisburg  Unit, 
whose  total  membership  plus  two  new  members  had  been  sent  in  by 
January  20,  1927. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry. 
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REPORT  OF  FIFTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 


A  Fifth  District  meeting  of  the  Auxiliary  was  not  called,  since 
the  Legion  did  not  have  one,  but  an  attempt  was  made  to  keep  in 
touch  with  units  by  correspondence. 

Number  of  Units  in  District — 9. 

One  new  Unit  organized — Leaksville. 

An  effort  was  made  to  organize  an  Auxiliary  Unit  in  Burlington, 
which  should  prove  a  good  field  for  future  work. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Units  with  the  membership  of  each  for 
1926  and  1927. 


1926 


Chapel  Hill .  28 

Greensboro  . 137 

Reidsville  .  10 

Oxford  . 18 

Mount  Airy  .  28 

Durham .  66 

High  Point  .  83 

Leaksville  . 

Winston-Salem  .  429 


1927 

29 

119 

10 

15 

40 

33 

93 

31 

556 


Total  enrollment .  799  925 

Total  gain  for  the  year  1927  over  1926  is  126. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  N.  L.  Eure. 


No  report  from  the  Sixth  District. 

REPORT  OF  SEVENTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

As  Committeewoman  of  the  Seventh  District  for  the  year  1926- 
1927,  I  wish  to  submit  the  following  brief  report. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  I  was  not  able  to  attend  either 
the  first  session  of  the  Executive  Committee,  held  last  fall  in 
Greensboro,  or  the  second  meeting  which  was  held  in  Sanford  early 
in  the  spring.  However,  it  was  my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  this  body  which  was  held  here  in  Washington  last 
evening. 

The  yearly  meeting  for  the  Seventh  District  was  held  on  April 
29,  at  which  time  the  Melvin  Deese  Post  and  Unit,  of  Monroe,  acted 
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as  host  and  hostess  to  the  Legion  Posts  and  Auxiliary  Units  of  the 
District.  At  this  meeting  we  were  honored  to  have  with  us  our 
Department  President,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  of  Lexington;  our  Na¬ 
tional  Executive  Committeewoman,  Miss  Lee,  of  Monroe;  the  De¬ 
partment  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Charles  Young,  of  Lexing¬ 
ton;  our  Second  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Justice,  of  Charlotte;  and 
three  of  our  Department  Chairmen,  these  being  Miss  Gwaltney,  of 
Hickory,  Rehabilitation  Chairman;  Mrs.  Homer  Beaman,  of  Marion, 
Poppy  Chairman;  and  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  of  Charlotte,  Guardian¬ 
ship  Chairman.  In  addition  to  these  distinguished  guests,  there 
were  representatives  present  from  the  Units  in  Carthage,  Lexing¬ 
ton,  Sanford,  Southern  Pines,  Wadesboro,  and  Monroe.  Distinguished 
Legionnaires  present  were  Department  Commander,  Paul  R.  Younts, 
of  Charlotte;  Department  Adjutant  Rousseau,  Charlotte;  District 
Committeeman,  Chester  O.  Bell,  of  Carthage;  Captain  J.  D.  DeRamus, 
Regional  Attorney  in  the  Veterans’  Bureau,  Charlotte;  and  Mr. 
James  A.  Leonard,  Prance  Travel  Officer  for  the  Department. 

The  Seventh  District  is  composed  of  nine  Auxiliary  Units  in 
the  following  towns:  Asheboro,  Carthage,  Lexington,  Monroe,  North 
Wilkesboro,  Raeford,  Sanford,  Southern  Pines,  and  Wadesboro. 
The  only  new  Unit  organized  during  the  year  was  at  Wadesboro, 
with  Mrs.  H.  P.  Taylor,  President.  Much  credit  for  this  organiza¬ 
tion  is  due  Mrs.  F.  L.  Whitman,  a  former  Department  Vice  President, 
and  Mr.  Whitman,  who  were  then  living  in  Wadesboro,  both  of  whom 
rendered  every  assistance  possible  towards  the  realization  of  our 
hopes  for  a  Unit  in  Wadesboro. 

Efforts  were  made  to  organize  a  Unit  at  Thomasville,  but,  owing 
to  the  inactivity  of  the  Post  there,  this  idea  was  abandoned. 
However,  one  eligible  lady  there  was  so  much  interested,  that,  after 
we  failed  to  get  a  Unit  in  her  town,  she  became  a  member  elsewhere. 

During  the  year,  many  letters  have  been  written  to  the  Units,  and 
every  effort  made  to  have  the  District  cooperate  with  Department 
plans. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  3  Units  have  equaled  or  exceeded  their 
number  of  last  year,  these  being  Asheboro,  Lexington,  Monroe. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee. 

REPORT  OF  EIGHTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

As  Eighth  District  Committeewoman  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
report:  During  the  past  year  the  Auxiliary  units  in  the  Eighth 
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District  have  made  an  enviable  record,  and  to  them  belongs  the 
credit  for  all  progress. 

Letters  were  written  to  all  Unit  Presidents  urging  an  increase 
in  membership,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  every  Unit  has 
increased. 

Our  District  Meeting  was  entertained  in  Mooresville,  with  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  all  units  in  my  District  and  Department  Officers. 
May  I  express  my  pride  in  the  work  accomplished  by  units  in  this 
District,  and  thank  all  the  Unit  Presidents  and  Auxiliary  members 
who  have  so  loyally  contributed  to  making  this  a  most  successful 
year.  It  has  been  a  privilege  as  well  as  an  honor  to  serve  for  you 
and  with  you.  Much  of  our  success  is  due  to  the  tireless,  and  un¬ 
selfish  efforts  of  our  Department  President  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  and 
we  thank  her  for  her  loving  help  and  cooperation.  I  am  deeply 
grateful  for  the  wonderful  work  of  Mrs.  Charles  Young. 

And  to  my  own  Unit,  I  wish  to  express  deep  appreciation  for  hav¬ 
ing  entertained  our  Department  officers,  and  for  the  loyal  support 
and  cooperation  of  its  members  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson. 


REPORT  OF  NINTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

1.  Attended  one  Department  Executive  meeting. 

2.  A  brief  account  of  district  meeting: 

The  Ninth  District  meeting  was  held  in  Gastonia  on  April  8  at  6:30 
at  the  City  Hall.  The  district  committeeman  and  district  com- 
mitteewoman  presided.  After  the  roll  call  Mrs.  A.  T.  Cashion,  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Gastonia  Unit  extended  us  a  warm  welcome.  Mr. 
Thompson,  Post  Commander  also  brought  greetings  from  the  Post. 
All  units  were  represented  except  two. 

Mrs.  Lowe  sent  a  telegram  expressing  her  regret  at  being  unable 
to  attend  the  meeting.  Mrs.  Norfleet,  Mrs.  Burt,  Mrs.  Young  and 
Miss  Annie  Lee  all  sent  letters  of  regret. 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  First  Department  Vice  President  and  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Justice,  Second  Department  Vice  President  represented  the 
Department  and  brought  greetings. 

Commander  Younts  made  the  opening  address,  outlining  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  meeting,  stressing  membership. 

Mr.  DeRamus,  Regional  Attorney  of  the  U.  S.  Veterans  Bureau  of 
Charlotte,  spoke  on  War  Risk  Insurance  and  the  importance  and 
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benefits  which  will  be  derived  by  the  ex-service  men  holding  their 
adjusted  compensation  certificates  until  maturity,  also  told  of  the 
splendid  cooperation  given  by  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  in  the 
Child  Welfare  and  Guardianship  work. 

Mr.  Robin  Kirby,  Department  Service  Officer,  made  a  short  talk 
on  matters  of  interest  to  the  veterans. 

Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney  told  of  the  work  she  is  doing  in  Oteen 
towards  helping  and  cheering  the  sick  veterans,  and  of  the  work 
of  Miss  Reinhardt  who  looks  after  the  veterans’  wives  and  children 
who  reside  in  the  community. 

We  separated  at  eight  o’clock,  the  legionnaires  were  entertained 
at  a  banquet  at  the  Masonic  Temple  by  the  Local  Post,  the  ladies 
were  given  a  dinner  at  the  Woman’s  Club  by  the  Gastonia  Unit, 
it  was  a  most  delicious  and  elaborate  dinner.  During  the  first  part 
of  the  dinner  Mrs.  Cashion  had  charge  of  a  musical  program  that 
was  very  entertaining. 

After  this  Mrs.  Vass  gave  a  very  instructive  talk  on  membership, 
and  stressed  the  importance  of  getting  new  members  and  renewals. 
Mrs.  Justice  gave  a  very  inspirational  talk  on  other  phases  of  the 
work.  I’m  sure  we  all  felt  that  we  could  do  better  and  more  in¬ 
tensive  work  after  these  talks.  Miss  Minnie  had  a  message  for  the 
Auxiliary,  but  we  were  sent  for  to  go  to  the  Masonic  Temple  to 
hear  Dr.  Daniels  of  Clemson  College.  After  giving  Gastonia  a  ris¬ 


ing  vote  of  thanks  we  adjourned. 

3.  Number  of  Units .  10 

4.  New  Units  .  2 

5.  Names  of  Units  with  membership  of  each  for  1927 : 

Charlotte  .  124 

Newton  .  31 

Gastonia  . . .  80 

Hickory  .  32 

Belmont  . 44 

Mount  Holly  .  34 

Kings  Mountain  . 37 

Grover  .  8 

Lincolnton  .  07 

Shelby  .  15 

6.  Total  enrollment  for  1927 .  482 

7.  Number  of  visits  made  during  year  to  units .  27 

8.  Number  letters  written  during  year .  207 

9.  Number  of  Telegrams  sent  during  year .  25 
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10.  Number  of  telephone  calls  during  year .  34 

11.  Other  visits  in  addition  to  visits  to  units. 

I  was  the  guest  of  the  Hickory  Unit  and  Post  at  a  dinner  which 
was  most  enjoyable.  I  spent  one  day  in  Asheville  during  Mrs. 
McCauley’s  visit  and  enjoyed  Mrs.  McCauley’s  talk  and  the  Asheville 
Unit’s  hospitality.  Also  visited  Oteen  and  everywhere  heard  the 
boys  praise  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary  and  express  their  appreciation 
for  everything  that  is  being  done  for  them. 

12.  The  Legion  has  given  the  best  of  cooperation  in  all  of  my  ac¬ 
tivities,  and  has  made  the  work  much  easier  to  accomplish. 

13.  Offered  a  trophy  to  unit  in  district  having  gained  the  highest 
percentage  over  former  membership  by  August  1. 

Ona  Choate. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TENTH  DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMAN 

The  Tenth  District  of  the  North  Carolina  Department  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  met  in  the  George  Vanderbilt  Hotel  Friday  morn¬ 
ing,  May  27,  at  eleven  o’clock,  Mrs.  James  M.  Gudger,  Jr.,  Tenth  Dis¬ 
trict  Committeewoman  presiding,  and  Mrs.  Joseph  H.  McGarry, 
Secretary  pro  tern. 

Because  of  the  visit  of  Mrs.  A.  W.  McCauley,  National  President 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  who  was  the  honor  guest  at  the 
meeting  a  large  gathering  of  National  and  State  officers  and  officials 
from  the  Tenth  District  met  to  pay  homage  to  her  visit.  Among 
them  were  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  State  President;  Commander  Paul 
T.  Younts,  American  Legion;  Miss  Annie  Lee.  former  State  President 
and  now  National  Committeewoman;  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Alternate 
National  Committeewoman;  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  State  Depart¬ 
ment  Rehabilitation  Chairman;  Miss  Ona  Choate,  Ninth  District 
Committeewoman;  Mrs.  H.  F.  Vass,  First  State  Vice  President; 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice,  Second  State  Vice  President;  State  Adjutant  V. 
Paul  Rosseau;  Col.  E.  P.  Odenhal,  Comanding  Officer  of  Oteen,  and 
delegates  from  the  Tenth  District.  All  attended  the  business  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  district  meeting  and  were  introduced  to  the  audience. 

We  felt  highly  honored  to  have  so  many  notable  guests,  and 
deeply  appreciative  for  their  words  of  commendation  for  the  work 
being  done  in  Western  Carolina — along  every  line  of  Auxiliary 
work.  The  only  thing  we  seem  to  be  behind  in  is,  Membership.  Every 
speaker  urged  the  Units  to  go  over  the  top  in  paid  up  membership. 
As  District  Committeewoman  I  would  urge  the  Kiffin-Rockwell 
Unit  to  make  a  special  campaign  before  our  State  Convention.  Let 
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us  not  lag  behind,  but  exercise  individual  responsibility  in  assisting 
our  President,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Pape,  to  bring  up  our  dues  and  get  all  the 
new  members  we  can. 

The  delegates  and  members  were  welcomed  by  Mrs.  F.  J.  Pape  in 
a  short  welcome  address.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Williams,  President  of  the 
Hendersonville  Unit,  responded.  Reports  from  the  various  Unit 
Presidents  were  then  heard — Asheville  Unit,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Pape; 
Hendersonville  Unit,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Williams;  McDowell  Unit,  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Holt;  Monroe  Wilson  Unit,  Brevard,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Holt;  Sylva  Unit, 
Miss  Bales;  Bryson  City  Unit,  Mrs.  Frank  Frye;  Canton  Unit,  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Smathers. 

The  principal  speaker  at  the  meeting  was  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe, 
who  brought  a  splendid  message,  which  was  much  enjoyed  and  was 
most  helpful  along  every  line  of  activity  undertaken  by  the  Units. 

A  Round  Table  discussion  followed  the  president’s  address  and 
much  constructive  legislation  was  brought  out — outstanding  idea 
was  redistricting  the  State  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Units,  mak¬ 
ing  smaller  districts  and  closer  together  geographically. 

Mrs.  McCauley  lauded  the  spirit  shown  by  the  members  of  Tenth 
District,  remarking  that  she  had  never  heard  better  reports;  that 
she  had  visited  eighteen  states  during  the  past  few  months,  and 
nowhere  had  she  seen  better  appreciation  of  the  needs  of  the  war 
veterans  nor  better  support  of  both  Legion  and  Auxiliary.  Alto¬ 
gether  our  district  meeting  was  a  Red  Letter  Day  for  the  Tenth 
District  and  Asheville,  both  in  attendance  and  more  than  all  the 
spirit  of  hearty  cooperation  that  existed  between  the  Legion  and  the 
Auxiliary.  We  feel  that  we  gained  much  by  having  our  National 
President  with  us.  And  for  service  rendered  we  received  twofold 
compensation.  Our  Souvenir  Programs  received  universal  com¬ 
mendation  from  all.  As  program  chairman  I  am  glad. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  James  Madison  Gudgeb,  Jr. 

The  men  of  the  Legion  sent  word  that  they  were  ready  for  the 
Auxiliary  to  join  in  their  meeting. 

Upon  motion  the  house  recessed  for  a  joint  meeting  with  the 
Legion. 

JOINT  SESSION 

The  Lumberton  Junior  Band  played  a  selection  as  the 
women  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary  entered. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbur  Cawthorne  rendered  “Song  of  Love/’ 
accompanied  at  the  piano  by  Miss  Ethel  Mixon.  (Much 
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Applause.)  Also  sang  “Dear  Old  Pal  of  Mine.”  (Applause.) 
The  Lumberton  Junior  Band  played  another  selection. 
(Applause.) 

Commander  Paul  R.  Younts  (Presiding)  :  It  is  our  privi¬ 
lege  this  morning  to  have  with  us  several  distinguished  guests 
who  will  address  us  during  the  morning.  At  this  time  the 
chair  is  going  to  present  to  you  a  man  whom  this  Convention 
is  very  much  indebted  to  for  his  splendid  work  and  cooperation 
in  making  it  possible  for  us  to  be  here  in  Washington  and  en¬ 
joying  ourselves  as  we  are.  I  feel  sure  that  we  all  appreciate 
what  this  man  has  done  for  us,  and  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  recognizing  Honorable  Lindsay  C.  Warren, 
Congressman  from  this  District,  who  will  make  the  introductory 
speech  of  the  morning.  (Applause.) 

Congressman  Lindsay  C.  Warren  :  Mr.  Commander,  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention,  I  am  sure  that  I  appreciate 
highly  your  very  kind  words.  No  one  has  gotten  more  pleasure 
out  of  seeing  this  Convention  come  down  here  to  my  home  town 
than  I  have.  It’s  been  certainly  a  great  joy  to  me  to  have  you 
all  down  here.  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention,  I  am  not  going 
to  trespass  upon  your  crowded  program  with  any  lengthy 
presentation  of  a  national  figure.  I  can  only  say  to  you  that 
the  gentleman  who  is  now  to  address  you  has  held  every  rank 
and  every  command  in  the  American  Navy,  and  is  loved,  honored 
and  admired  and  respected  throughout  the  nation.  I  present 
Rear  Admiral  R.  E.  Coontz,  Commander  of  the  Fifth  Naval 
District,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  (All  rise,  and  applause.) 

PATRIOTIC  ADDRESSES 

ADDRESS  BY  REAR  ADMIRAL  COONTZ 

Mr.  Commander,  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary,  Fellow  Legionnaires, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

If  I  don’t  talk  loud  enough  just  give  me  a  tip  from  the  rear.  If 
I  talk  too  loud  I  will  quiet  down.  I  was  raised  in  the  days  of  sailing 
ships,  when  a  man  had  to  have  a  voice  that  would  go  up  to  the 
foretopsailyard  in  a  gale  of  wind  to  get  the  work  done,  so  sometimes 
they  tell  me  I  still  talk  too  loud.  I  am  awfully  glad  to  be  able  to 
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be  here  in  Washington,  North  Carolina,  today.  In  the  course  of 
forty-six  years  in  the  naval  service  I  have  been  in  every  state, 

at  one  time  or  another,  but  in  North  Carolina  I  have  generally 

traveled  through  at  night  on  the  way  to  Pensacola,  New  Orleans, 
or  Mobile,  or  else  I  have  viewed  your  State  from  the  seacoast,  in 
trying  to  get  by  Hatteras  one  way  or  another.  (Laughter.)  Of 
course,  we  all  read  of  your  wonderful  state,  we  read  of  its  wonderful 
progress  and  industries,  for  this  is  one  of  the  foremost  states  of  the 
south  now  in  that  line.  We  read  of  your  wonderful  roads.  I  will 
vouch  for  most  of  them,  but  there  still  remains  a  little  bit  to  be 
done  in  the  northeast  part  before  you  get  the  highest  mark. 

Another  thing  too  that  I  would  like  to  come  to  North  Carolina 
is  on  account  of  the  fact  of  its  great  percentage  of  Americans. 

You  know  ninety  plus  is  an  awful  big  percentage,  and  one  to  be 

proud  of,  and  when  you  get  before  real  Americans  you  always  feel 
like  you  can  talk  business  and  that  you  are  going  to  be  understood. 
I  used  to  wonder  why  I  didn’t  have  any  relatives  in  North  Carolina. 
My  people  settled  in  the  valley  of  Virginia  250  or  300  years  ago,  and 
they  finally  found  their  way  through  to  Kentucky,  and  in  fact  the 
first  one  got  to  Missouri  in  1887.  I  notice  your  city  was  founded 
by  a  Mr.  Bonner.  Some  couple  of  years  ago  I  had  a  relative  to  look 
up  the  records  in  Washington,  North  Carolina,  and  he  found  that  in 
1832  two  old  men  named  Coontz  had  applied  for  a  pension.  They 
lived  in  Rowan  County.  You  know  the  War  was  in  1776,  but  in 
1832  these  men  had  gotten  old  and  needed  the  money — and  I  won¬ 
dered  then  whether  we  would  have  anybody  in  this  day  to  wait  that 
long  before  they  applied  for  a  pension.  (Laughter.) 

You  often  wonder  why  people  enter  the  Navy.  I  used  to  wonder 
about  that  myself.  Of  course  I  was  born  on  the  Mississippi  River 
and  lived  in  Mark  Twain’s  town  within  about  for  blocks  from  him, 
and  saw  the  same  scenes  he  did  as  a  boy,  but  after  my  first  attempts 
I  wanted  to  enter  the  Navy.  I  am  frank  to  state  that  my  highest 
ambition  was  first  to  be  a  clerk  in  a  candy  store,  so  I  could  get  the 
candy.  Then  I  wanted  to  be  a  clerk  on  one  of  those  palaces  that 
went  up  and  down  the  Mississippi  in  my  early  days  before  the  rail¬ 
roads  came  in  there  and  scared  them  out.  But  I  always  read  sea 
stories,  and  I  still  do,  and  finally  after  I  entered  Annapolis  I  saw 
why  I  wanted  to  enter  the  navy.  Most  of  North  Carolina  went  to  the 
Army  during  the  World  War,  but  we  got  large  numbers  of  them,  and 
we  have  large  numbers  that  come  to  the  Naval  Academy,  and  we 
take  your  young  men  at  our  training  stations  and  we  make  good 
soldiers  and  men  out  of  them  and  good  citizens  out  of  them,  and 
when  they  come  back  to  you  after  four  years  or  eight  years  they 
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know  a  trade.  We  have  seven  or  eight  trade  schools,  there  at  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  and  we  do  all  we  can  do  for  them. 

North  Carolina  has  produced  some  wonderful  men  in  the  Navy; 
Admiral  Anderson,  retired  down  here  at  Wilmington,  Admiral  Scales, 
out  here  in  the  western  part,  and  Admiral  Victor  Blue  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  and  at  the  present  time  we  have  Admiral  Long, 
who  has  just  returned  from  the  Geneva  Conference,  and  Admiral 
Thomas  Washington,  who  is  the  commandant  out  at  San  Francisco. 
Long,  Washington  and  Blue  have  all  been  Chiefs  of  the  Bureau  of 
Navigation,  and  until  recently  the  highest  positions  in  the  Navy. 
And  in  the  olden  times  you  began  to  furnish  Secretaries  of  the 
Navy,  from  a  man  named  Graham  down  to  Josephus  Daniels.  So 
you  see  that  between  Chiefs  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  and  Secre¬ 
taries  of  the  Navy,  North  Carolina  has  to  a  large  extent  shaped  our 
naval  policies.  You  ought  to  be  a  seafearing  people,  living  here 
on  this  wonderful  coast — and  it’s  not  an  easy  coast.  A  man  that  can 
be  a  seafearing  man  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  you  know  is  a 
good  seaman,  and  in  time  of  war  he  can  be  of  the  greatest  help  to 
the  nation. 

I  have  attended  a  great  number  of  Legion  Conventions.  I  am  a 
private  in  the  Legion,  and  have  belonged  to  the  Legion  post  which 
was  named  after  the  first  man  we  lost  in  the  War,  as  most  posts 
do,  and  I  lived  once  in  the  same  little  town  with  General  Pershing, 
Kirksville,  Missouri.  Pershing  was  a  big  boy  going  to  school  there, 
and  I  had  a  job  at  four  dollars  a  week  and  my  board.  Pershing 
is  older  than  myself,  but  they  were  taking  them  young  in  the  navy 
and  I  managed  to  get  in  the  navy  before  he  did  in  the  army  and  of 
course  I  have  long  outlasted  him  on  the  active  list.  But  I  have 
always  been  glad  to  think,  that  as  a  boy  I  lived  within  three  or  four 
blocks  of  him. 

I  promised  to  talk  for  a  few  minutes  this  morning  on  the 
merchant  marine.  It’s  a  subject  that  I  never  tire  of.  It’s  a  subject 
vital  to  the  future  of  America.  The  people  in  Kansas  don’t  think 
as  much  about  it  as  the  people  in  North  Carolina,  but  they  should, 
because  when  all  the  great  production  that  comes  out  of  the  central 
west  gets  to  the  seaboard  they  have  got  to  be  moved  further  on. 
And  we  want  American  bottoms,  at  least  fifty-one  per  cent  of  them, 
to  carry  our  stuff  over  the  world. 

Since  we  have  gotten  our  big  commerce  there  hasn’t  been  any  great 
war  that  stopped  trade.  But  when  you  think  of  what  might  hap¬ 
pen  in  war  times,  and  how  they  would  try  to  hold  up  the  neutrals, 
of  how  they  would  draw  their  ships  back  for  their  own  uses  and  our 
trade  suffer,  then  we  need  a  merchant  marine.  And  nothing,  Ladies 
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and  Gentlemen — did  you  ever  stop  to  think,  that  when  navies 
have  killed  each  other  off  and  all  that  is  left  are  the  merchant 
ships,  the  nation  that  has  the  big  merchant  ships  that  can  carry 
six  inch  guns  and  the  eight  inch  guns  are  the  masters  of  the  world! 
They  can  take  the  place  of  the  navy.  And  we  think  too  little  of 
what  seapower  has  done  in  the  past.  Those  of  you  who  have  read 
Admiral  Mahan’s  stories  of  seapower  in  his  history  can  trace  it 
back  from  the  earliest  beginning,  that  the  nations  that  had  the 
navies  finally  won  out  in  the  world.  About  three  hundred  years 
ago  Great  Britain  found  out  that,  and  she  has  never  forgotten  it 
since.  Her  trade  follows  her  flag.  Away  back  in  the  old  times 
these  ships  controlled  the  trade  of  the  world,  which  were  partly 
manned  by  their  own  crews  and  partly  by  what  they  called  the 
fighting  force,  always  ready.  But  later  on,  when  other  nations 
with  navies  sprang  up  and  forced  them  off  the  seas,  they  got  the 
trade. 

And  remember  that  most  of  the  troubles  in  this  world  come  from 
the  commerce  trade  rivalry.  It  has  been  so  in  the  past  and  its  so 
today.  I  won’t  mention  the  nations  that  are  coming  up  and 
working  for  that  trade,  hour  in  and  hour  out.  You  know  Germany 
almost  won  the  war,  and  she  was  getting  the  trade  of  the  world, 
and  if  we  had  not  come  to  England’s  aid  she  would  have  been  forced 
out  of  many  of  her  trade  places.  But  Germany  was  in  a  hurry  and 
didn’t  wait  long  enough.  You  see,  sometimes  we  don’t  realize  that 
things  are  coming.  I  was  in  Germany  about  a  year  before  the 
War.  And  the  night  before  we  left  I  sent  some  of  my  officers  to  a 
banquet  on  a  German  flagship,  and  I  warned  them  not  to  fill  up — 
I  didn’t  think  they  would — but  they  got  back  about  two  a.m.,  and 
the  next  morning  they  reported,  and  they  said  “Commodore,  you 
know  at  2:00  o’clock  this  morning  those  young  Germans  got  on  the 
table  together  and  they  lifted  their  steins  and  drank  to  ‘der  tag’ 
meaning  ‘the  day.’  ”  And  of  course  we  thought  they  meant  Eng¬ 
land,  but  England  hadn’t  waked  up  to  what  was  coming.  They  are 
generally  pretty  smart,  but  they  didn’t  seem  to  know  jthere 
was  a  war  coming  on.  And  they  weren’t  quite  ready,  and  that  is 
why  it  took  such  a  long  time. 

And  as  to  the  merchant  marine,  I  was  raised  down  in  Missouri 
where  the  word  subsidy  was  a  terrible  thing  and  something  awful, 
and  there  wasn’t  a  political  campaign  that  there  wasn’t  subsidies, 
and  they  subsidized  everything  in  the  world,  I  think,  and  the 
last  time  I  was  out  there  and  talked  in  the  district  I  live  in,  I  told 
them  I  had  recanted  and  I  thought  subdies  were  very  necessary 
as  far  as  the  American  merchant  marine  was  concerned  and  that  the 


80 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Democrats  had  better  leave  it  out  of  the  platform  in  the  future. 
I  think  they  are  going  to.  We  talk  a  great  deal  about  peace,  pacifism, 
and  I  heard  a  story  the  other  day,  it  sounds  very  good.  A  gentleman 
that  told  it  was  the  son  of  a  Methodist  minister.  His  father  had 
just  returned  from  a  conference  and  in  the  course  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  that  conference  a  resolution  was  introduced  for  the  abolish¬ 
ment  of  all  armies  and  navies  and  univeral  peace — they  forgot  the 
flying  force — but  the  resolution  passed.  About  two  o’clock  that 
afternoon  the  chairman  got  a  telegram  and  it  read  that  they  were 
having  terrible  massacres  in  Armenia,  and  a  member  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  got  up  and  moved  that  a  resolution  be  drawn  that  all  the 
forces  of  the  army  and  navy  be  sent  to  Armenia  to  protect  them, 
but  another  man  got  up  and  said  “Hold  on,  you  have  just  abolished 
that  army  and  navy  here  today,”  and  they  had  sense  enough  to  re¬ 
voke  their  resolution  of  the  forenoon. 

We  have  every  once  in  awhile  a  new  element  in  the  line  of  fighting 
come  up.  Those  of  you  who  remember  in  the  nineties  when  we  had 
the  great  monitor  that  rammed  a  number  of  vessels  and  had  been 
sunk  by  this  ram,  and  it  was  decided  that  that  was  the  thing  of  the 
future.  The  United  States  spent  millions  of  dollars  on  this  ram. 
The  idea  was,  as  you  know,  that  the  ram  would  ram  every  ship  it 
met,  and  the  ship  would  sink;  and  after  we  built  it  and  began  to  try 
it  out  a  little  bit,  we  found  out  we  had  forgotten  that  ships  could 
get  out  of  the  way  when  the  ram  came  for  them,  and  we  dropped 
it.  Then  we  got  the  torpedo  and  then  we  had  to  get  the  torpedo 
destroyers,  and  then  the  submarine,  and  then  we  found  what  the 
antidote  for  that  was,  and  practically  saved  the  war,  and  so  on. 
After  we  got  the  airplanes  we  began  to  get  the  gun  that  could  shoot 
the  airplane  down,  and  so  it  goes.  There  is  always  an  antidote. 
But  don’t  forget  that  there  is  still  all  kinds  of  elements  to  be  used 
in  a  navy.  The  battleship,  the  destroyers,  the  submarine,  and  the 
airplane,  every  one  of  them  have  their  part,  on  the  seas,  under  the 
seas,  and  over  the  seas,  and  none  should  be  put  forward.  We  should 
go  slow. 

I  think  sometimes  we  talk  too  much,  we  holler  about  peace  in  this 
country,  and  we  stand  still.  And  there  are  lots  of  other  nations  that 
talk  about  peace  but  they  keep  on  building  ships.  What  we  need 
is  a  basis  of  five-fivejthree  straight  through.  That  in  my  opinion 
would  mean  the  peace  of  the  world.  And  we  especially  need  the 
cruisers.  When  you  think  of  what  they  can  do,  and  when  you  think 
of  the  United  States,  that  it  is  so  far  from  the  other  countries, 
almost  an  island  to  itself,  you  will  know  why  we  need  the  big  ten 
thousand  ton  crusiers  to  protect  our  commerce.  You  know,  even  if 
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we  are  not  at  war  our  trade  has  to  go  on.  We  have  got  to  protect 
that  trade  all  along  the  line.  That  is  one  of  the  best  things  that 
cruisers  do  for  us. 

The  best  thing  the  American  Legion  is  always  doing,  in  my  judg¬ 
ment,  is  to  keep  its  feet  on  the  ground.  I  have  been  to  the  conven¬ 
tions,  and  I  first  heard  some  of  the  most  remarkable  resolutions 
that  were  introduced  and  almost  put  over,  that  you  can  almost 
imagine.  I  am  one  of  those  that  saw  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re¬ 
public  come  up  to  its  full  power.  You  know  it  was  nearly  twenty 
years  after  the  Civil  War  before  they  began  to  numerically  in¬ 
crease  and  practically  take  charge  of  the  government,  and  they  held 
it  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years.  It’s  awful  nice  to  come  to  these 
conventions  now  when  you  are  young,  and  you  think  of  the  great 
many  that  are  coming  on,  but  the  years  pass  and  you  grow  fewer. 
But  every  time  we  have  an  election  I  notice  that  there  are  more 
and  more  Legionnaires  getting  to  Congress.  They  are  the  people 
coming  on,  that  will  steer  the  country  in  a  few  years,  for  the  years 
to  come.  They  have  been  through  war  and  they  know  what  war  is, 
and  they  are  the  kind  of  people  to  advise  you,  and  to  tell  you  what 
to  do.  And  as  to  the  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary,  most  of  them,  maybe 
all  of  them,  but  a  number  of  them  had  their  sons  in  the  war  and  they 
know  what  it  is,  and  know  what  it  means.  And  when  I  strike  a  lot 
of  pacifist  women  I  always  tell  them  that  if  they  will  go  to  the 
women  that  had  their  sons  in  the  war  they  will  find  that  they  will 
send  them  again  if  the  occasion  comes  up. 

We  have  got  a  wonderful  country,  some  people  believe  the  best  the 
Lord  has  ever  made.  We  have  got  to  watch  out  and  hold  on  to  it. 
There  have  been  great  countries  in  the  past,  Greece,  Rome,  and 
nobody  ever  thought  they  would  fall,  but  they  didn't  look  out  for 
themselves,  they  went  wrong,  and  finally  went  under.  With  all  that 
example  in  the  past,  we  know  what  we  ought  to  do  for  the  future. 
And  a  country  such  as  we  have  is  always  worth  fighting  for,  and  I 
know  the  American  Legion  is  always  going  to  do  its  part  in  help¬ 
ing  us  to  hold  that  heritage.  (Applause.) 

Colonel  J.  A.  Moss,  Director  General,  United  States  Flag 
Association,  was  introduced. 

ADDRESS  BY  COLONEL  J.  A.  MOSS 
Commander  Younts ,  Mrs.  Lowe,  M,y  Comrades,  My  Country: 

Admiral  Coontz’s  statement  to  the  effect  that  when  he  was  a  boy 
he  had  the  ambition  to  work  in  a  candy  store.  Well,  I  may  say  this 
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to  you — that  this  United  States  Admiral  is  not  the  only  pebble  on 
the  beach,  for  I  had  a  similar  ambition.  But  I  think  the  difference 
between  the  Admiral  and  myself  was  that  my  ambition  was  satisfied. 
I  had  two  brothers  who  ran  a  little  store  where  I  was  born  and  I 
got  a  position  there  that  paid  me  three  dollars  a  month,  to  handle 
lots  of  candy  in  the  store.  At  the  end  of  the  first  month  my 
brother  paid  me  off,  and  he  paid  me  three  dollars.  I  was  then 
between  twelve  and  thirteen  years  of  age.  “Now,”  he  says,  “I  am 
going  to  pay  you  from  now  on  six  dollars” — and  I  began  to  get 
chesty,  and  he  repeated  the  statement  “ — to  keep  away  from  the 
store.  And  I  am  going  to  save  six  dollars  a  month,  because  you 
eat  about  twelve  dollars  a  month  worth  of  candy.” 

As  I  said  to  you  in  my  remarks  yesterday,  I  was  going  to  tell 
you  a  little  more  this  morning  about  the  Living  Flag.  And  as  I 
think  about  the  Living  Flag  I  recall  an  incident  that  happened  in 
China  on  the  outskirts  of  Peking  after  the  Boxer  trouble  in  1901 
and  1902.  There  was  a  great  review  of  all  the  allied  troops,  and 
the  Japanese  soldiers  came  walking  along  with  their  band  playing 
the  Japanese  national  air  and  the  Japanese  officer  standing  in  review 
remarked  as  the  band  and  flag  went  by  and  he  saluted  it,  “There 
goes  the  flag  of  the  Mikado”;  then  the  British  soldiers  came  along 
playing  “God  Save  the  King,”  and  the  English  officer  saluted  the 
British  flag  as  it  went  by,  remarking  “There  goes  the  King’s  flag”; 
and  then  the  German  soldiers  with  the  goose  step  came  along  and 
the  band  playing  “The  Watch  on  the  Rhine,”  and  the  German 
officer  saluted  and  said  “There  goes  the  Kaiser’s  flag”;  and  then 
the  American  doughboys  came  along,  with  the  band  playing  “The 
Stars  and  Stripes  Forever”  and  with  the  Stars  and  Stripes  being 
carried  at  their  head;  and  as  they  passed  by  the  American  officer 
he  saluted  it  and  said  “There  goes  My  Flag”!  That  is  the  difference 
between  Our  Flag.  (Applause.)  It  is  the  people’s  flag.  It  is  a 
flag  that  belongs  to  the  rich  man  as  well  as  the  poor  man.  It  is 
the  flag  that  belongs  to  the  man  who  stands  low  as  well  as  the  man 
who  stands  high.  And  let  us  stop  and  realize  that  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  is  the  only  bond  we  have.  It  is  the  only  thing  we  have 
in  this  country  which  unites  every  American  to  every  other 
American. 

Now  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  United  States  Flag  Association 
are  twofold:  first  to  foster  reverence  for  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States,  and  secondly  to  combat  any  and  all  influences  which  are 
hostile  to  the  ideals,  traditions  and  institutions  for  which  that 
Flag  stands.  And  as  some  of  you  know  and  others  do  not  know, 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  animosity  and  anti-Americanism  going  on 
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in  this  country,  a  great  movement  whose  object  is  first  to  under¬ 
mine  and  finally  destroy  the  government  entirely.  The  extent  to 
which  that  is  going  on  the  average  person  does  not  know.  The 
average  American  who  is  wide  awake  on  all  other  subjects  will 
tell  you  that  he  hasn’t  got  time  to  go  into  this  matter,  and  it  is 
too  big  a  subject  to  go  into  fully  his  morning,  but  I  am  simply 
going  to  cite  one  or  two  cases  to  begin  with. 

Have  you  people  any  diea  how  much  money  is  being  spent  in  this 
country  today  in  an  effort  to  break  down  this  Republic?  Think  of  a 
good  big  amount  of  money,  how  much  would  you  say  is  being  spent 
a  month?  I  have  a  statement  from  a  man  who  has  studied  this 
for  three  years.  How  much  money  do  you  think  is  being  spent 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  this  Government?  How  much  money 
a  month?  It  is  one  million  dollars  a  month!  Now  just  simply 
stop  and  think  of  that.  I  wonder  how  many  here  know  that  in  the 
last  presidential  election  the  communists  had  a  candidate  on  the 
ticket  for  president?  And  he  polled  five  hundred  thousand  votes 
for  president  of  the  United  States.  I  have  heard  people  say,  “Oh 
well,  that  is  only  a  half  million  votes,  what  is  that  to  compare 
with  the  votes  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  Coolidge  polled?”  But  the 
significant  thing  about  it  is,  that  four  years  ago  one  Eugene  Debs, 
representing  this  same  element  in  the  body  politic,  who  was  then 
serving  a  term  in  the  penitentiary  for  sedition  during  the  World 
War,  was  let  out  to  run  for  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
he  polled  one  hundred  thousand  votes.  In  four  years  time  he 
had  increased  in  strength  five  hundred  per  cent.  That  is  a  sig¬ 
nificant  thing. 

And  then  there  is  William  C.  Foster,  who  heads  the  ticket  and 
whose  influence  we  little  dream,  who  represents  this  same  element. 
Those  things  are  going  on  right  under  our  noses.  We  don’t  pay 
any  attention  to  them,  and  Admiral  Coontz  was  right  when  he 
said  that  the  forces  that  resulted  in  the  downfall  of  Rome  had 

their  beginning,  and  the  influences  that  finally  resulted  in  the 

destruction  of  Greece  had  its  beginning.  Everything  in  the  world 
has  to  have  a  beginning. 

But  let  me  get  back  to  the  Living  Flag  proposition.  I  don’t 
know  whether  you  know  what  the  United  States  Flag  Association 

is  trying  to  do.  I  haven’t  got  the  time  to  go  into  the  details,  but 

suffice  it  to  say  that  we  have  a  splendid  far-reaching,  carefully  pre¬ 
pared,  growing  program  that  will  be  carried  out  through  the  press, 
the  radio,  the  moving  picture  screen,  the  three  great  agencies  of 
modern  enlightenment.  We  are  also  getting  the  cooperation  of 
fraternal  orders,  patriotic  organizations,  women’s  clubs,  men’s  clubs, 
and  other  organizations. 
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Presentation  of  Cross  of  Honor 

The  United  States  Flag  Association  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  only  patriotic  association  in  this  country  headed  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  as  its  honorary  president. 

If  any  man  or  woman  renders  a  service  and  we  want  to  have 
that  service  recognized  in  some  way,  we  recognize  it  by  awarding 
our  cross  of  honor  or  our  patriotic  service  medal,  depending  upon 
the  nature  of  the  service  that  has  been  rendered  to  our  Flag  through 
the  United  States!  Flag  Association.  The  cross  of  honor  is  the 
greatest  decoration  that  we  confer.  It  was  the  decoration  that  we 
conferred  upon  Colonel  Lindberg  when  he  was  in  Washington.  It 
gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  say  that  a  cross  of  honor  is  to 
be  presented  here  this  morning,  and  it  gives  me  special  pleasure 
to  say  that  this  cross  of  honor  is  to  be  presented  to  an  unusually 
fine  patriotic  American  woman,  who  has  cooperated  with  the  United 
States  Flag  Association  in  every  way  possible,  personally  and 
also  in  her  official  capacity.  As  long  as  we  have  in  this  country 
such  women  as  she,  we  need  not  be  worried  about  what  the  future 
will  be.  It  is  a  woman  of  whom  you  have  all  heard  and  I  know 
that  you  have  the  greatest  esteem  and  the  greatest  admiration  for 
her,  and  for  the  fine  splendid  work  which  she  has  done,  and  if 
Mrs.  Lowe  will  be  good  enough  to  step  to  the  front  I  will  be  very 
glad  to  read  her  citation.  (Applause.) 

To  All  Who  Shall  See  These  Presents,  Greeting: 

This  is  to  certify  that  in  recognition  of  exceptionally 
valuable  and  meritorious 

Service  rendered  the  Flag  of  our  Country  through  the 
United  States  Flag  Association 

Auvila  Lindsay  Lowe 
(Mrs.  John  T.) 

Has  been  awarded 
The  Cross  of  Honor 

And  invested  with  the  title  of  Lady  of  the  Flag  and  elected  to 

life  membership  in 

The  Order  of  the  Flag 

Inscribed  in  the  records  of  National  Headquarters  this  21st  day  of  April, 
Nineteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

James  A.  Moss, 

Calvin  Coolidge,  Elihu  Root,  Director  General. 

Honorary  President.  President. 
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After  reading  the  citation  Colonel  Moss  decorated  Mrs.  Lowe 
with  the  Cross  of  Honor.  (Wild  applause,  all  stood  up,  more 
applause.) 

Commander  Younts  next  presented  Major  General  Williams, 
of  the  Thirtieth  Division. 

ADDRESS  BY  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAMS 
Commander  Younts,  Mrs.  Lowe,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Legionnaires : 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  for  me  to  address  or  to  try  to  address, 
but  it  is  always  a  task,  but  notwithstanding  that  I  can’t  pass  up 
the  opportunity  to  say  a  word  for  national  defense.  All  of  which 
reminds  me  of  a  story.  One  morning  Mutt  put  his  hand  on  Jeff’s 
head  and  he  said,  “Jeff,  I  had  a  most  delightful  dream  last  night,” 
and  he  said,  “What  was  that  Mutt?”  He  said,  “I  dreamed  that 
I  met  a  beautiful  lady,  and  her  hair  was  of  that  golden  tint  of 
which  the  sunlight  gently  sparkles,  her  foreheard  was  as  of 
alabaster,  and  her  eyes  were  veritable  windows  that  looked  through 
your  soul,  and  she  had  a  nose,  a  little  red,  but  beautiful  withal. 
And  her  teeth,  Jeff,  were  like  strings  of  pearls  between  roses”;  and 
he  said,  “Jeff,  are  you  still  following  me?”  and  he  said,  “Am  I  fol¬ 
lowing  you,  Mutt?  Why  I  am  way  ahead  of  you!”  (Laughter.) 
So  you  may  be  way  ahead  of  me  on  the  question  of  national  defense. 
But  I  do  want  to  say  a  word  to  you,  fellow  Legionnaires,  particu¬ 
larly  and  just  as  particularly  to  the  women  of  the  Auxiliary  con¬ 
cerning  this  important  question. 

Colonel  Moss  in  his  talk  to  you  has  touched  somewhat  on  the 
work  of  the  pacifists  in  this  country.  You  Legionnaires  know  that 
when  we  came  out  of  the  war  we  realized  as  we  had  never  realized 
before  the  necessity  of  a  national  defense.  It  took  shape  in  the 
National  Defense  Act  in  1920.  I  want  to  tell  you  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  that  National  Defense  Act  since  1920.  We  provided  in 
that  Act  for  a  regular  army  of  250,000  men  and  18,000  officers. 
That  was  first  reduced  to  125,000,  and  later  it  was  again  reduced, 
and  only  during  this  last  session  of  Congress,  Congress  found  it 
necessary  in  order  to  keep  it  from  being  still  further  reduced,  to 
increase  the  amount  of  money  allowed  to  the  army  in  its  budget. 
The  National  Guard  was  to  consist  of  435,000,  as  provided  for,  that 
was  reduced  to  250,000,  and  it  has  since  been  reduced  to  183,500. 
The  same  thing  has  happened  to  the  National  Guardsmen  and  as 
to  the  Reserves.  Today  the  reserves  are  getting  about  fourteen 
days  training  one  year  out  of  every  five.  Practically  the  same  thing 
has  happened  to  the  C.  M.  T.  C.  Practically  the  same  thing  has 
happened  to  our  college  institutions,  where  they  have  military 
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training,  and  the  R.  O.  T.  C.,  and  Admiral  Coontz  here  can  tell  you 
what  happened  to  the  Navy.  He  touched  on  it  slightly  this  morning. 

You  know  just  as  well  as  I,  what  is  bringing  all  this  about.  I 
am  not  going  to  try  to  point  out  all  that,  but  I  am  saying  this  to 
you  because  I  see  a  duty  for  those  members  of  the  American  Legion 
and  for  other  patriotic  organizations.  My  good  friend  Colonel  Moss 
here  said  something  to  you  about  the  pacifist  proposition  this  morn¬ 
ing,  and  he  told  you  that  we  sit  idly  by  and  watch  this  work  going 
on  right  under  our  noses. 

I  want  to  say  to  you  members  of  the  American  Legion,  to  the 
Auxiliary  and  to  my  fellow  Legionnaires  here,  that  it  is  a  fact  that 
thousands  of  American  mothers  have  taken  an  oath  that  they  will 
never  roll  another  bandage,  never  to  join  or  help  the  Red  Cross, 
never  to  purchase  liberty  bonds  or  any  other  form  of  war  loan, 
never  to  do  any  kind  of  work  in  a  munitions  plant  or  in  any 
other  capacity  which  will  release  a  man  to  make  war.  One  organi¬ 
zation,  I  am  not  going  to  call  the  name  of  the  organization,  for 
there  are  scores  of  them,  but  one  organization  in  its  annual  record 
published  this  fact,  that  they  spent  in  one  year  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars  for  the  administration  expense  and  meetings  of  their 
exectutive  committees;  that  during  that  time  they  circulated  over 
three  and  a  half  million  pamphlets  carrying  pacifism  progaganda; 
that  during  that  year  they  published  twenty-seven  newspapers,  19 
of  which  were  right  here  in  America,  in  the  United  States,  and  19 
of  which  were  in  foreign  languages,  and  ten  of  which  were  dailies. 
Another  organization  has  attempted  to  put  into  the  hands  of  every 
male  student  in  the  United  States,  in  our  colleges  and  universities, 
a  pamphlet  directed  against  military  training.  Another  organi¬ 
zation  boasts  that  its  lecturers  have  been  able  to  address  in  student 
assemblies  more  than  52,000  students  of  our  universities  and  col¬ 
leges,  and  in  addition  to  those  they  were  able  to  reach  in  other 
ways,  in  mixed  assemblies,  another  large  number. 

Another  organization  recently,  I  saw  it  published — you  can  read 
it  as  well  as  I — boasts  that  in  19  different  leading  institutions  of 
the  United  States,  that  they  have  been  able  to  interest  and  gain 
as  members  of  their  organization  members  of  the  faculties  of  those 
institutions.  In  one  institution  right  here  in  our  southland,  they 
raised  a  hue  and  cry  against  military  training  in  this  institution 
and  carried  it  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  finally  put  up  to  a 
vote  of  the  student  body  as  to  whether  or  not  they  would  have 
military  training.  Thank  God  there  was  at  the  head  of  that  insti¬ 
tution  a  minister,  high  in  the  counsels  of  his  Church,  who  was  a 
militant  man  and  able  to  bring  to  bear  his  influence  and  prevented 
its  going  against  us. 

Now  these  are  facts.  They  are  right  here  among  us,  all  the  time. 
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If  you  ask  me  if  I  am  alarmed  with  reference  to  this,  for  the 
present,  “No.”  But  what  about  these  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
American  mothers  who  are  raising  children  who  will  instruct 
them  in  these  principles  I  speak  of?  What  about  these  many  chil¬ 
dren  when  they  grow  up  and  they  raise  five  million  more?  It’s 
the  future  I  am  talking  about.  That  is  one  of  the  duties  that  we 
can  perform. 

The  American  Legion  today  is  doing  a  great  work  in  its  re¬ 
habilitation  work,  in  looking  after  the  children  of  those  who  passed 
over.  We  have  still  others  that  we  should  do.  I  am  not  going  to 
take  your  time  longer,  but  I  want  to  say  that  one  of  the  duties  we 
can  perform  is  to  see  to  it  that  no  one  but  the  patriotic  and  loyal 
occupy  the  pulpits  and  the  chairs  of  learning  in  our  institutions. 
(Applause.)  We  must  look  after  those  maimed  and  crippled  veter¬ 
ans  who  have  come  back,  and  see  to  it  that  every  necessity  and 
comfort  is  given  them,  so  that  there  will  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
gratitude  of  a  God-fearing  and  liberty-loving  people.  We  must  see 
that  this  national  defense,  which  was  based  on  the  Washingtonian 
idea  of  a  citizen  army,  and  only  a  regular  army  sufficiently  large  to 
perform  those  functions  for  which  a  citizen  army,  because  of  its 
doing  part-time  duty  is  not  fitted,  maintaining  as  Washington  says, 
a  respectable  defense  posture,  and  we  must  see  that  this  national 
defense,  for  which  every  patriotic  citizen  up  to  the  present  time 
has  been  willing  to  lay  down  his  life,  is  maintained.  I  thank 
you.  (Applause.) 

Lieutenant  Commander  Steve  Yander,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
mander  Maloney,  Lieutenant  Welk,  and  Lieutenant  Pennigton 
were  presented  to  the  Legionnaires.  (Applause.,)  Of  the 
United  States  Navy,  all  of  these  officers. 

The  Lumberton  Junior  Band  played  a  selection  while  the 
Auxiliary  retired  from  the  Convention  Hall. 

TUESDAY— MOKNING  SESSION 
(Continued) 

Upon  reassembling,  the  Auxiliary  was  called  to  order  by 
Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  the  President,  who  said:  “It  seems  most 
expedient  we  should  begin  with  one  of  the  most  important 
things  before  the  convention,  that  is,  the  election  of  the  Nomi¬ 
nating  Committee.  This  election  comes  from  the  nominees  of 
the  ten  districts,  or  the  districts  represented.” 


88 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie  and  Miss  Frances  Abernethy  were  ap¬ 
pointed  tellers  and  were  asked  to  collect  the  names  of  the 
nominees. 

Interpretation  was  made  of  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  the 
election  of  officers. 

The  following  were  named  as  nominees  from  the  ten  districts 
by  the  district  committeewomen,  each  nominee  having  been 
elected  in  a  primary  of  her  respective  district  held  at  the 
Convention. 


District  No.  1 . .....Mrs.  Hannah  Bonner 

District  No.  2 . Mrs.  Charles  Dunn 

District  No.  3 . Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews 

District  No.  4 . Miss  Frances  Abernethy 

District  No.  5 . Mrs.  McDaniel  Lewis 

District  No.  6 . Mrs.  Carl  Fitchett 

District  No.  7 . Mrs.  Sam  Lee 

District  No.  8 . Mrs.  Sam  Farr 

District  No.  9 . Mrs.  A.  B.  Justice 

District  No.  10 . Mrs.  Frederick  J.  Pate 


Upon  the  vote  being  called  for,  the  chairman  of  each  district 
announced  the  results,  which  were  recorded  by  the  secretary 
and  tellers. 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  ballots  be  closed. 
Thereupon  the  tellers  retired  in  order  to  tabulate  the  vote 
and  turn  in  a  report  to  the  convention. 

While  the  assembly  waited  for  the  report  of  the  tellers, 
Mrs..  W.  O.  Spencer,  parliamentarian,  gave  a  message  of  timely 
advice.  She  said :  “It  is  very  necessary  that  you  follow  a  few 
simple  parliamentary  rules.  That  sounds  like  a  big  word,  but 
after  all  it  only  means  to  do  unto  the  other  fellow  as  you  would 
like  to  have  the  other  fellow  do  to  you,  and  there  are  a  few 
rules  which  this  convention  and  all  other  conventions  need.” 
She  further  emphasized  the  importance  of  a  definite  arrange¬ 
ment  between  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  so  as  to  avoid  inter¬ 
ruption  of  business  for  joint  sessions. 

The  visitors  rising  to  retire  were  recognized  by  the  chair,  with 
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expressions  of  happiness  because  of  their  coining  and  regret 
because  of  their  departure  at  this  time. 

The  parting  words  of  Mrs.  McKissick  were:  “I  will  not  he 
able  to  stay  with  you  after  the  luncheon,  hut  I  do  wish  to 
express  my  appreciation  for  the  cordiality  extended  to  me  and 
to  tell  you  how  very  much  I  have  enjoyed  my  three  visits  to 
North  Carolina.  You  have  been  an  inspiration  to  me  in  many 
and  I  wish  to  thank  you  again  for  the  beautiful  rug 
which  lies  in  front  of  the  easy  chair  beside  the  fireplace  in  my 
own  room,  as  well  as  for  your  share  in  the  beautiful  vase 
given  me  at  the  National  meeting  last  year,  which  my  husband 
says  he  values  more  than  anything  else  that  has  ever  been 
given  to  him.  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.” 

Mrs.  Montgomery  said :  “Ladies,  this  is  my  first  visit  here, 
and  I  have  only  seen  a  little  of  you,  but  since  I  have  seen  you 
I  love  you.  I  hope  to  see  you  again.” 

Mrs.  Woodard  said :  “I  want  to  say  how  much,  as  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  I  have 
appreciated  my  visit  here,  and  what  a  real  inspiration  it  has 
been  to  me.  I  wish  to  bid  you  God-speed,  and  want  to  invite 
you  to  Asheville  to  our  convention  and  your  convention  on  the 
12th  of  October.” 

The  tellers  were  not  ready  to  report,  thereupon  the  meeting 
recessed  for  luncheon,  to  reconvene  immediately  afterward. 

COMMITTEE  AND  DEPARTMENT  REPORTS 

Immediately  following  luncheon  the  meeting  was  again  called 
to  order,  the  president  presiding. 

Mrs.  Claverie  read  the  tally  sheet  for  the  nominating  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  following  announcement  of  elections  was  made: 

Chairman,  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  with  108  votes. 

Miss  Abernethy  with  98  votes. 

Mrs.  Dunn  with  90  votes. 

Mrs.  Matthews  with  82  votes. 

Mrs.  Bonner  with  72  votes. 

Because  of  the  pressure  of  time  the  statement  was  made  that 
resolutions  would  not  be  read  a  second  time  so  that  the  time 
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taken  for  a  second  reading  might  be  used  for  discussion.  When 
the  chairman  of  Resolution  Committee  made  her  report  satis¬ 
factory  time  was  given  for  explanation  and  debate. 

Miss  Ona  Choate,  chairman  of  the  Resolutions  Committee, 
submitted  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas,  the  officers  of  the  American  Legion,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  assume  the  duties  of  office  on  the  day  following 
the  National  Convention;  and 

Whereas,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  constitution  conforms 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  that  of  the  Legion; 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
take  office  at  the  same  time. 

This  to  become  effective  in  the  1928  convention. 

I  move  that  this  resolution  be  adopted. 

Motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Another  resolution: 

Whereas,  Fort  Bragg  is  North  Carolina’s  only  U.  S.  Army  Post 
and  has  a  garrison  population  of  3,400;  and 

Whereas,  it  has  a  chaplain,  but  no  place  of  worship  other  than 
the  theatre;  and 

Whereas,  it  is  not  the  present  Congressional  policy  to  make 
appropriations  for  church  buildings  at  army  posts,  but  as  the 
War  Department  has  already  allotted  a  chapel  site,  and  as  the 
Fort  Bragg  Memorial  Chapel  Association  has  asked  the  cooperation 
of  the  Auxiliary; 

Therefore,  Be  it  Resolved,  That  the  Units  throughout  the  State 
observe  “Tag  Day”  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for  this  object. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

Motion  seconded. 

The  discussion  of  the  resolution  for  “Tag  Day”  to  raise  funds 
for  Fort  Bragg  chapel  was  led  by  Mrs.  Spencer,  Mrs.  Iseley 
and  Mrs.  Yass,  who  advanced  the  argument  that  each  unit 
had  Poppy  Day  and  certain  days  for  coming  before  the  public; 
and  that  the  fine  patronage  of  these  days  was  partly  due  to  the 
fact  that  these  were  the  Auxiliary’s  only  appeals.  Again  the 
members  could  contribute  as  individuals  and  through  other 
organizations,  so  the  method  of  raising  funds  would  be  left 
with  the  individual  units.  While  the  resolution  was  not  adopted 
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the  sentiment  of  the  assembly  favored  the  building  of  a  chapel 
at  Fort  Bragg., 

Miss  Choate  :  The  next  resolution  is  as  follows : 

Whereas,  the  United  States  Flag  Association  is  headed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  Honorary  President;  and 

Whereas,  the  aim  of  the  Association  is  to  foster  reverence  for 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  and  to  combat  all  forces  and  influences 
hostile  to  the  ideals,  traditions,  principles  and  institutions  for 
which  that  flag  stands;  and 

Whereas,  the  Living  Flag  feature  of  the  United  States  Flag  Asso¬ 
ciation  is  the  main  and  basic  means  through  which  the  Association 
will  achieve  its  aim;  and 

Whereas,  the  forming  of  Living  Flags  will  place  at  the  disposal  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina  an  inspiring  and 
effective  means  that  will  be  helpful  in  accomplishing  their  own 
program  of  work; 

Therefore,  Be  it  Resolved,  By  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of 
North  Carolina,  in  convention  assembled,  That  the  forming  of 
Living  Flags  shall  be  made  a  part  of  our  program  of  work  for  the 
coming  year,  and  that  every  Unit  be  urged  to  form  one  or  more 
Living  Flags. 

I  move  that  we  adopt  this  resolution. 

Motion  seconded,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Mrs.  Spencer,  chairman  of  the  Constitution  Committee,  made 
the  following  report : 

REPORT  OF  CONSTITUTION  COMMITTEE 

I  am  sure  every  one  realizes  that  when  you  begin  to  tear  up  a 
Constitution  you  wade  into  deep  water  and  keep  on  wading.  If 
you  have  a  good  constitution,  it  is  wise  to  keep  it;  if  you  have 
one  that  needs  revision,  the  best  thing  is  to  revise  it.  Your  Com¬ 
mittee,  composed  of  our  President  and  Mrs.  Norfleet,  with  what  little 
assistance  I  could  give,  think  a  few  minor  changes  necessary.  Of 
course  you  understand  a  two-thirds  vote  will  pass  these,  and  they 
will  become  immediately  effective. 

The  first  change  is  in  the  present  Section  3  of  the  By-laws,  which 
is  as  follows: 

“Section  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  record 

the  proceedings  of  the  Department  in  convention  assembled  and 

of  the  Department  Executive  Committee  meetings;  and  to  keep 
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all  books  required  to  successfully  carry  on  the  work  of  the  office. 
The  retiring  Secretary  shall  arrange,  print  and  distribute  the 
minutes  of  her  own  convention  after  being  approved  by  the 
President  presiding  at  the  convention,  but  when  a  new  President 
has  been  elected,  all  bids  for  printing  the  minutes  must  be  sent 
to  her  and  no  contracts  can  be  made  without  her  approval,”  etc. 

The  change  I  wish  to  have  you  pass  is  this: 

“The  retiring  Secretary,  together  with  the  retiring  President, 
shall  arrange,  print  and  distribute  the  minutes  of  her  own 
convention,”  etc. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  do  not  think  that  any  minutes  have  been 
published  that  the  President  did  not  assist  in  getting  out,  but  we 
might  some  time  have  a  President  who  did  not  care  to  do  this, 
or  did  not  have  the  time,  she  felt,  and  under  our  present  by-laws 
she  could  calmly  sit  back  and  say,  “Bring  them  to  me  when  you 
have  them  in  shape”;  and  we  felt  more  authority  ought  to  be 
vested  in  her  and  more  responsibility  given  her,  because  the  minutes 
are  the  history  of  the  organization.  If  we  have  no  accurate  minutes 
we  have  no  accurate  history,  so  it  was  that  we  wished  to  put  a 
little  more  authority  and  a  little  more  responsibility  on  the 
President. 

We  also  recommend  the  following  change  in  Article  II,  Section  5, 
of  the  By-Laws: 

“Sec.  5.  A  Committee  of  Resolutions  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President  not  less  than  fifteen  days  prior  to  the  convention,  con¬ 
sisting  of  five  members  chosen  from  elected  delegates,  and  all 
resolutions  shall  be  presented  to  said  Committee  for  its  con¬ 
sideration.” 

Mrs.  Lowe,  who  has  studied  every  phase  of  this  work,  thinks 
that  for  various  reasons  it  would  be  better  to  change  the  “fifteen 
days”  to  “ten  days”;  then  the  President  will  have  the  names  of  all 
members  who  expect  to  attend  the  convention,  and  can  select  a 
much  better  Resolutions  Committee. 

We  also  offer  the  following: 

“Whereas,  the  Legion  has  an  Alternate  District  Committeeman, 
and  National  has  an  Alternate  Committeewoman ;  and 

“Whereas,  the  work  of  the  District  Committeewoman  is  in¬ 
creasing  each  year; 

“ Therefore ,  B<e  It  Resolved ,  That  each  district  elect  an  Alter¬ 
nate  District  Committeewoman,  beginning  with  the  1928  con- 
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vention,  the  alternate  for  1927  to  be  appointed  by  duly  elected 
Committeewoman  for  that  year/’ 

This  has  been  turned  over  to  me  for  consideration  by  you,  and 
would  have  to  be  incorporated  in  the  Constitution. 

Miss  Choate  may  have  another  resolution  or  two,  with  slight 
changes,  later  in  the  afternoon.  We  feel  that  these  are  all  minor 
changes  and  will  give  the  convention  a  better  working  outfit. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions  and  changes  in  the 
constitution. 

Motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Continuing  the  Constitution  Committee’s  report : 

I  have  still  another  which  has  been  sent  us,  being  an  addition  to 
the  by-laws,  as  follows: 

“The  Departmental  President  shall  appoint  a  Departmental 
Finance  Committee  composed  of  three  members,  subject  to  the 
ratification  of  the  Departmental  Executive  Committee.  Of  the 
three  members  first  appointed,  one  shall  serve  for  one  year,  one 
for  two  years  and  one  for  three  years.  Thereafter  each  succeed¬ 
ing  member  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Departmental  President 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  Departmental  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  to  serve  for  the  full  three  year  term.  In  case  of  resig¬ 
nation  or  death  of  any  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  the 
Departmental  President  shall  appoint  a  member  to  fill  the  un¬ 
expired  term,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  meet  prior  to  the  January 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  every  four  months 
thereafter,  or  at  the  call  of  the  Departmental  President.  The 
Finance  Committee  shall  oversee  the  general  financial  policy  of 
the  Organization,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  It  shall  be  charged  with  the  preparation  of  the  yearly 
budget  and  shall  supervise  the  expenditure  of  funds  under  that 
budget.” 

I  think  your  Finance  Committee  is  working  under  part  of  that, 
but  I  feel  we  should  make  it  entire. 

I  move  that  we  make  this  addition  to  the  Constitution,  in¬ 
serting  it  as  Section  5  of  Article  XI  of  the  Constitution. 
Motion  seconded. 

In  the  discussion  Mrs.  Burt  said :  “The  National  Organization 
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asks  each  year  that  we  make  the  constitutions  in  the  various 
states  conform  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  National  constitution, 
and  really  that  should  come  into  our  constitution  automatically 
almost,  but  we  felt  it  would  be  better  to  bring  it  up  this  way  and 
let  you  understand  it,  because  we  think  it  is  most  important.  It 
is  very  necessary  that  we  be  as  nearly  as  possible  like  the 
National  organization.” 

Mrs.  Lowe  remarked :  “I  want  certainly  to  give  this  my  full 
endorsement,  because  a  Finance  Committee  means  so  much  to 
a  President.  She  still  has  the  responsibility  of  oversight,  and 
yet  she  is  a  subject  of  the  Finance  Committee.  It  is  the  greatest 
support  and  I  should  think  would  also  be  such  an  assurance 
to  the  organization,  in  that  three  or  four  people  were  giving 
this  their  finest  consideration,  and  your  funds  are  not  spent 
on  the  judgment  of  one  person.  So  I  think  you  are  doing  a 
wise  thing  in  adopting  this.  The  National  has  already  seen  the 
wisdom  of  it.  Is  there  any  further  discussion?  If  not,  are 
you  ready  for  the  question?” 

Upon  vote  being  taken,  the  motion  unanimously  carried. 

The  session  was  declared  adjourned  to  reconvene  after  a 
short  intermission.  During  the  intermission  pages  were  asked 
to  distribute  sheets  in  which  Colonel  Moss  explained  the  form¬ 
ing  of  living  flags. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Upon  reassembling,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  with  the 
President  in  the  chair.  Announcement  was  made  that  the 
Department  chairmen  of  standing  committees  would  begin 
reading  their  reports,  and  as  many  would  be  read  as  time  would 
permit. 

REPORT  OF  REHABILITATION  COMMITTEE 


Amount  contributed  by  Units  (+  Charlotte  $781.42) . $22,990.42 

Money  contributed  by  Pennsylvania .  2,400.00 

Money  contributed  by  Virginia .  422.40 

Money  contributed  by  New  York .  105.00 

Money  contributed  by  Friends .  765.00 

Money  contributed  to  Mississippi  Flood  Sufferers .  550.00 
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Clothes  contributed  to  Mississippi  Flood  Value . $  6,419.00 

Amount  contributed  to  D.  A.  V’s.  (Forget  Me  Not) .  2,000.00 

Total . $35,652.42 


Rehabilitation  Fund 


On  Hand  Sept.  1,  1926 . $  345.28 

Amount  contributed  by  Units . 1,440.28 

By  Tax  .  330.00 

Disbursements  .  1,446.00 


Unit  Rehabilitation  Report 


Albemarle — No  report 
Asheboro — $532.83 
Asheville— $2,534.81 
Belmont — $200.00 
Boone — No  report 
Brevard — No  report 
Burlington — No  report 
Bryson  City — No  report 
Canton — No  report 
Carthage — No  report 
Charlotte— $1,177.45 
Concord — $113.00 
Chapel  Hill— $114.00 
Dunn — $5.00 
Fayetteville — No  report 
Fuquay  Springs — $433.45 
Gastonia — $266.61 
Greenville — $270.00 
Grover — No  Report 
Greensboro — $492.00 
Henderson — $931.61 
Hendersonville — $177.95 
Hickory — $1,346.71 
High  Point — $373.00 
Kinston — $250.00 
Kings  Mountain — $465.95 
Lenoir — No  report 
Lexington — $398.10 
Leaksville-Spray — $25.00 
Lumberton — $200.46 
Louisburg — $167.90 
Lincolnton — $30.00 


Marion — $335.00 
Monroe — $335.00 
Mooresville — $876.90 
Mount  Airy — No  report 
Mount  Holly — $25.00 
New  Bern — $514.00 
Newton — $115.00 
North  Wilkesboro— $170.00 
Oxford— $27.50 
Pittsboro — $75.00 
Raeford — $93.50 
Raleigh — $2,405.71 
Reidsville — $15.00 
Rocky  Mount — $949.47 
Salisbury — $592.70 
Sanford — $200.00 
Siler  City— $33.10 
Scotland  Neck — $2,079.00 
Smithfield — No  report 
Snow  Hill— $17.00 
Southern  Pines — $170.79 
Spring  Hope — No  report 
Statesville — $98.00 
St.  Pauls— $119.00 
Sylva — $150.50 
Tarboro — $384.00 
Warrenton — $104.79 
Washington — $46.00 
Weldon— $501.58 
Wilmington — $290.00 
Wilson— $403.69 
Winston-Salem — $518.82 
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Steady  Stride  Forvoard 

The  Rehabilitation  Department  has  gone  forward  with  a  steady 
stride  this  year. 

The  opening  and  closing  of  the  wards  and  the  constant  changing 
of  the  men  at  Oteen,  has  kept  us  busy  keeping  up  with  our  adoptions. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  women  of  North  Carolina  for  the  beautiful 
way  in  which  you  have  met  the  situation  and  to  assure  you,  each 
and  every  one  President,  officers,  individual  members,  of  my  great 
appreciation  of  all  the  help  that  you  have  given  me.  I  have  sent  you 
many  calls,  for  many  things,  and  you  have  responded  nobly. 

I  wish  also  to  publicly  acknowledge  all  of  the  beautiful  courtesies 
which  I  have  received  from  our  State  Commander  and  the  Legion 
this  year.  These  things  made  it  easier  for  us  to  “Carry  on.” 

We  are  reading  the  amounts  of  the  units  spent  on  their  wards, 
just  to  let  you  know  what  the  “other  fellow”  is  doing — but  we  must 
remember  that  some  of  the  units  are  small,  but  according  to  their 
strength  they  are  doing  more  than  some  of  the  larger  units.  We 
are  proud  of  you. 

The  Rehabilitation  Fund  and  For  What  it  is  Used 

While  only  about  half  of  the  Units  have  made  donations  to  this 
fund,  some  of  them  have  responded  a  second  time  when  the  call 
came.  You  have  almost  doubled  your  usual  donations  but  our  needs 
have  more  than  doubled. 

We  have  never  had  so  many  emergencies  to  meet,  nor  so  many 
non-compensated  men  to  assist.  The  men  themselves  are  too 
proud  to  ask  assistance,  but  their  Buddies  wait  for  my  coming,  to 
call  my  attention  to  the  needs  of  their  Buddies.  These  men  learned 
on  the  battle-fields,  to  help  bear  their  Buddies’  burdens.  They  are 
still  helping  to  bear  them.  I  could  tell  you  of  many  incidents,  of 
men  on  the  wards,  sick  themselves,  their  own  burdens  to  bear, 
yet  helping  the  other  fellow.  In  one  ward  enough  money  was 
collected  to  keep  the  wife  and  three  children  going,  so  that  their 
Buddy  could  stay  in  the  hospital  and  “chase”  the  cure.  In  another 
ward  the  men,  brought  the  wife  of  one  of  their  Buddies  from  a 
distant  state  so  that  she  might  spend  Easter  with  him,  his  last 
Easter.  When  another  boy  heard  of  a  man  who  was  in  a  hospital, 
his  wife  sick,  five  children  and  three  of  them  sick,  he  reached  for  his 
pocket  book  and  said  “I’d  like  to  help” — knowing  that  he  had  a 
wife  and  three  children  to  care  for,  I  told  him  he  needed  all  that 
he  had,  and  we  would  help,  though  I  appreciated  the  spirit  in 
which  the  offer  was  made. 
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The  Receiving  Ward,  Colored  Ward  and  Observation  Ward  are 
all  cared  for  out  of  this  fund. 

There  may  be  five  or  fifty  in  the  Receiving  Ward.  In  the  Observa¬ 
tion  Ward  there  may  be  twenty-four  men  or  it  may  be  closed,  and  I 
do  not  find  greater  appreciation  anywhere  than  I  find  in  the 
Colored  Ward. 

We  want  to  show  our  appreciation  also  of  what  these  men  have 
done  for  us. 

On  my  last  visit  one  of  them  said,  “You  just  don’t  know  how  we 
welcome  your  visits — There  is  not  a  man  in  the  Ward  who  isn’t 
glad  to  see  you  and  what  the  Legion  Auxiliary  does  for  us  means 
a  lot  to  us.” 

I  have  only  one  hundred  dollars  to  spend  each  month,  but  when 
you  consider  that  for  a  year  we  have  had  two  hundred  men  who 
aren’t  compensated  you  can  see  how  far  that  goes.  The  Units  help 
by  sending  a  check  to  their  wards  each  month,  and  all  undesignated 
checks  from  friends  in  Pennsylvania  are  used  for  this  purpose. 
We  keep  the  victrolas  repaired  also. 

For  Armistice  Day  Sunday 

A  bulletin  was  sent  out  asking  that  the  Units  request  the  Ministers 
in  their  various  towns  to  see  that  our  boys  were  not  forgotten,  by 
speaking  of  their  brave  deeds,  calling  to  mind  the  great  sacrifice 
which  they  have  made  and  offering  a  prayer  for  those  who  are  still 
with  us,  tho  broken  in  body. 

They  need  spiritual  as  well  as  material  help  to  still  “carry  on.” 
They  have  ink  black  hours.  You  find  them  cheerful,  but  who  knows 
what  goes  on  when  the  words  is  asleep  and  the  lights  are  turned 
out? 

It  is  the  boys  due  to  be  remembered  at  least  once  a  year.  It  is 
the  only  chance  many  have  to  remember  them  and  they  are  glad  to 
do  it.  Fifteen  Units  sponsored  the  Armistice  Day  Church  offering, 
which  amounted  to  $552.  Of  this  amount  Raleigh  sent  in  $227. 
This  money  carried  us  for  several  months  when  the  fund  was  low. 
It  meant  comforts  for  the  very  ill  and  dying,  and  necessities  for 
those  not  drawing  compensation.  Some  of  the  women  wrote  that  the 
services  were  very  tender  and  beautiful  in  their  churches.  With 
the  flags — and  a  vase  of  Poppies  on  the  Stand  the  prayers,  songs 
and  Eulogies,  they  felt  as  tho  they  were  in  a  holy  place,  and  they 
were.  One  Minister  wrote,  thanking  us  for  the  privilege. 
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Service  Organizations  at  Oteen 

The  three  service  organizations,  The  Legion,  Disabled  American 
Veterans,  and  veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  carry  on  as  best  they  can 
with  their  handicap  illness. 

Each  organization  has  an  Emergency  Fund,  which  is  raised  by 
selling  Poppies  and  Forget-Me-Nots,  on  Memorial  Day  and  Argonne 
Day.  Being  on  the  ground  they  can,  and  do  attend  to  Emergencies, 
of  which  we  know  nothing.  It  means  a  great  deal  to  them  to  be 
able  to  do  for  their  Buddies. 

The  Auxiliary  has  assisted  them  and  they  assure  us  of  their  great 
appreciation. 

Christmas  Activities 

I  do  not  have  to  urge  the  women  to  care  for  their  wards  at 
Christmas.  The  world  is  full  of  the  Christmas  spirit,  and  the 
wards  were  as  a  whole  beautifully  remembered  by  the  Units  sponsor¬ 
ing  them. 

The  gifts  were  never  so  beautiful  or  just  what  the  boys  needed 
and  wanted.  When  a  Unit  writes  and  asks  what  each  man  wants, 
and  provides  it  then  it  may  be  sure  that  it  has  done  the  right 
thing.  One  Unit,  not  a  large  or  rich  one  has  forty-one  men  in  its 
ward  and  eighteen  men  at  one  time  not  drawing  compensation. 
At  Christmas  each  man  received  what  he  asked  for  and  their 
gifts  averaged  five  dollars.  Each  of  the  men  not  drawing  compensa¬ 
tion  received  a  $5  bill.  One  boy  wrote  on  the  list  “money”  to  be 
given  to  my  “Buddy”  who  is  not  drawing  compensation. 

We  were  proud  of  our  Units.  The  boys  were  proud  of  their 
Units.  It  was  hard  to  make  any  headway  with  the  visiting 
because  so  many  boys  wanted  to  show  their  presents  and  tell  about 
their  Units  and  states.  You  have  to  be  right  on  your  job  to  see 
that  each  ward  is  equally  remembered.  I  am  sure  that  the  letters 
of  appreciation  which  you  received  more  than  paid  you  for  the 
effort  which  you  put  forth  and  you  may  be  sure  you  made  your 
boys’  holiday  a  happy  one.  What  more  could  we  ask? 

The  first  week  in  December,  a  list  of  men  hospitalized  at  Oteen, 
was  sent  to  each  of  the  thirty-one  States  represented  there. 

A  note  went  with  each  list,  saying,  “Don’t  think  that  we  aren’t 
remembering  your  boys  too,  we  are,  but  not  a  thing  that  we  can 
do  will  mean  as  much  to  them  as  a  “Remembrance  from  Home.” 
The  different  States  have  never  responded  so  well,  and  only  three 
out  of  thirty-one  failed  to  do  so. 

The  boys  were  delighted,  and  I  heard  on  every  hand  “I  wonder 
where  they  got  my  name?” 
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The  boys  from  those  three  States,  well,  they  felt  as  tho  the 
home  folks  had  forgotten  them. 

Hundreds  of  letters  came  from  the  Rehabilitation  Chairmen  of 
different  States,  Units  and  individuals  asking  how  they  could  help, 
and  that  we  look  up  and  report  on  their  boys.  It  was  done  in  every 
instance. 


American  Legion  Auxiliaries  of  Other  States 

We  cannot  say  enough  of  the  wonderful  cooperation  which 
Pennsylvania  gives  us,  the  money  which  runs  into  the  thousands, 
the  lovely  gifts,  and  packages  of  all  kinds,  not  only  for  the  holiday 
seasons,  but  all  during  the  year. 

Every  Ward  has  been  adopted  by  some  Pennsylvania  Unit  or 
County  Council.  Eight  County  Councils  send  ten  dollars  each  month, 
and  extra  checks  for  Christmas,  Easter  ad  Mother’s  Day.  They  are 
most  faithful.  Many  undesignated  checks  come  and  these  are  given 
to  men  who  aren’t  remembering  your  boys  too,  we  are,  but  not  a 
thing  more  will  be  ready  by  the  fall.  The  Bucks  Montgomery  County 
Council  gave  us  a  $300  Orthophonic  Victrola  for  the  Nurses’  Ward 
and  Latrobe  Unit  gave  a  hundred  dollar  Orthophonic  to  1-5. 

Last  August  when  Mrs.  Kennedy,  Pennsylvania’s  Rehabilitation 
Chairman  visited  us  and  Oteen,  she  gave  to  each  man,  not  drawing 
compensation,  a  dollar  bill,  with  Pennsylvania’s  love.  There  were 
147.  The  boys  referred  to  her  as  “The  Lady  who  used  dollar  bills 
instead  of  visiting  cards.” 

At  Christmas  time  I  was  literally  snowed  under  by  wonderful 
packages  and  stockings,  not  only  for  Pennsylvania  men  but  to  be 
placed  where  most  needed — these  were  a  God-send. 

We  love  not  only  the  beautiful  packages  and  checks  but  also  the 
many  letters,  full  of  the  beautiful  spirit  they  breathe,  the  spiritual 
part,  which  goes  far  towards  keeping  us  eternally  at  it. 

Virginia,  our  sister  State  comes  next.  She  has  sent  many  evidences 
of  her  love  for  her  men.  She  has  sent  money  and  many  pajamas, 
robes,  shirts,  slippers,  etc.,  not  a  request  has  gone  unnoticed,  and 
she  has  received  many.  She  also  cares  for  our  North  Carolina  men 
in  her  hospitals.  So  far  only  one  request  has  been  sent  to  us,  and 
we  were  proud  to  grant  it.  We  have  received  assistance  in  looking 
up  information  for  claims  of  her  men,  at  Oteen,  and  in  caring  for 
the  families  of  men  in  the  hospital  so  that  they  could  stay  and  take 
the  cure.  Hospital  bills  have  been  paid  for  families  of  our  men. 
Virginia’s  cooperation  has  been  one  of  the  beautiful  things  in  the 
year’s  work. 

New  York  has  sent  clothing  and  checks  also  assisting  us  with 
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claims  and  caring  for  men  we  have  sent  to  her  men,  who  have 
nowhere  to  go.  She  has  responded  to  all  calls  and  assures  us  of 
her  appreciation  of  what  we  do  for  her  sons.  Abbeville,  S.  C.,  has 
sent  lovely  packages  also. 

We  wish  to  express  our  great  appreciation  of  the  Rehabilitation 
Chairmen  in  many  States.  They  have  helped  in  securing  informa¬ 
tion  for  claims  and  in  caring  for  families  of  our  boys,  which  meant 
much  to  their  peace  of  mind. 

Alaska  again  remembered  her  Ward  at  Christmas  with  a  check 
for  $75. 

We  have  many  friends,  and  this  report  would  not  be  complete 
without  a  word  of  appreciation  of  the  great  help  that  they  give. 
One  friend  alone,  has  sent  $400  in  checks,  since  Christmas,  besides 
sending  hundreds  of  dollars  worth  of  comforts  to  boys  at  Oteen, 
and  to  our  boys  who  are  scattered,  North,  South,  East,  West.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  say  just  how  much  these  attentions  mean  to 
our  men,  and  women,  and  to  us. 

Our  North  Carolina  Men  in  Hospitals  in  Other  States 

As  is  our  custom  at  Christmas  time  we  send  a  personally  written 
Messages  of  love  and  a  crisp  new  dollar  bill  to  these  men.  This  year 
we  found  400. 

Your  message  read  “Love  and  Christmas  Greetings  from  the 
Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina.”  Did  this  attention  mean  any¬ 
thing  to  them?  We  will  let  them  speak  for  themselves. 

One  letter  reads. 

1.  “Gee,  it  is  lonesome  here!  My  thoughts  at  this  time  naturally 
turn  to  the  wife  and  children  and  their  Christmas,  which  will  be 
minus  a  Santa  Claus.  I  have  the  future  to  think  of  and  with  God’s 
help  I  am  going  to  get  well  and  provide  for  them  again.  Many 
thanks  to  you  and  the  A.  L.  A.  for  your  remembrance.” 

2.  “I  received  your  card  and  $1  bill.  Thank  God  some  one 
remembers  me.” 

3.  “I  have  heard  much  of  your  Legion  Auxiliary  and  wish  to 
thank  them  for  their  remembrance.” 

4.  “I  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  delightful  Christmas 
surprise.  One  comes  to  value  Christmas  kindness  when  one  is  sick.” 

5.  “I  wish  all  of  you  a  Merry  Christmas  and  that  rare  happiness 
which  is  due  those  who  unreservedly  give.” 

6.  From  a  sick  nurse — 

“I  have  just  received  your  sweet  card  and  remembrance,  I  did  not 
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know  that  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  knew  anything  about  me. 
However,  I  am  deeply  interested  to  know  you  thought  of  me.” 

7.  “I  wish  to  thank  you  from  the  depth  of  my  heart.  Without 
your  united  cooperation  and  assistance  many  of  us  would  be 
neglected.  May  God  bless  you,  keep  you  and  give  you  strength 
to  carry  on.” 

8.  “Just  to  thank  you  for  your  remembrance  of  me  at  Christmas 
time.  Last  year  I  was  totally  unable  to  realize  what  it  was  all 
about,  but  now  I  am  so  near  normal  that  I  may  be  able  to  return 
to  my  home  in  the  finest  State  in  the  world. 

9.  “All  of  the  boys  at  the  hospital  would  like  to  know  how 
you  got  our  names.  When  we  pulled  those  dollar  bills  out  of  those 
envelopes,  everybody  said,  “At  last  somebody  has  some  money. 
So  we  will  all  be  able  to  smoke  again  as  all  of  us  were  out  of 
cigarettes.  So  you  see,  we  are  enjoying  your  Christmas  present.” 

10.  “It  makes  me  feel  good  to  know  that  you  remember  me, 
especially  at  Christmas  time.  My  heart  goes  out  to  you  and  the 
organization  you  represent.  I  have  been  here  a  long  time,  but  am 
trying  in  every  way  I  can  to  get  well  so  that  I  may  go  to  my  home 
in  North  Carolina. 

11.  “I  do  not  see  how  we  veterans  of  the  world  war  can  forget, 
ever,  what  the  Auxiliary  has  already  done  for  us.  I  had  the  mis¬ 
fortune  to  lose  my  memory,  no  one  but  those  who  have  had  the  same 
experience  knows  what  it  means  to  be  able  to  learn  just  one  word 
a  day.” 

A  request  came  from  school  books  which  were  supplied,  and  a 
letter  of  grateful  thanks  was  received. 

12.  The  first  letter  which  came  was  from  a  Nervous  hospital  and 
the  boy  is  so  grateful  for  his  come  back  and  so  afraid  that  because 
he  is  in  a  nervous  hospital  that  we  may  not  believe  him,  he  sends  a 
long  list  of  references.  He  speaks  of  his  come  back  as  a  new  lease  on 
life. — He  says,  “I  was  never  so  delightfully  surprised  in  my  life 
as  when  I  received  your  Christmas  Greeting  and  new  dollar  bill.  I 
did  not  know  that  I  had  a  friend  there,  but  all  of  that  is  changed 
and  I  cannot  forget  your  kindness,  not  to  me  alone  but  to  all  other 
North  Carolina  boys  in  different  Government  hospitals  throughout 
the  country,  and  I  am  proud  of  North  Carolina.  I  do  not  mean  to 
spend  this  dollar  bill  but  shall  keep  it,  with  the  Christmas  card 
as  one  of  the  nicest  gifts  I  have  ever  received.  I  am  going  to  have 
them  framed  for  memory’s  sake.”  With  each  letter  and  there  are 
many  of  them,  comes  Blessings  and  Good  Wishes  to  the  women  of 
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the  Auxiliary,  for  a  Happy  Christmas  and  a  Prosperous  New  Year. 
What  means  most  to  these  men  and  women ?  Out  of  eight  years  of 
experience  I  unhesitatingly  say,  “A  remembrance  from  Home.” 
We  have  many  boys  who  missed  us  so,  when  they  went  home,  to 
other  hospitals,  or  just  trying  it  alone,  that  they  asked  that  we  keep 
up  with  them,  so  on  each  holiday  remembrance  of  some  kind  goes 
to  each  one  of  these. 

Flowers 

Flowers  play  an  important  part  in  our  Rehabilitation  Program. 
Often  a  man  is  too  sick  to  enjoy  anything  else.  One  man  told  me 
of  how  much  he  enjoyed  a  lovely  bouquet.  Even  in  the  night  when  he 
couldn’t  sleep  the  delicious  odor  of  Sweet  Peas  on  his  stand,  helped 
him  thru  the  night,  by  the  memories  they  brought  to  mind.  Another 
boy — one  would  never  suspect  of  caring  for  flowers,  said,  “Thank 
you,  that  was  the  most  beautiful  vase  of  flowers  I  have  ever  had.” 
He  was  promised  a  more  gorgeous  hoquet,  which  promise  has  been 
kept.  Some  of  the  window  boxes  and  little  ward  flower  gardens  give 
great  pleasure  to  the  men.  One  man,  a  born  gardener  gave  me  this 
request,  for  spring  blooming  bulbs,  one  he  had  written  himself. 

“We  care  not  for  the  cross  and  wreath, 

When  we  lie  cold  in  death  beneath 

Give  us  flowers  we  can  se  with  living  eyes, 

That  guide  our  thoughts  of  Paradise 

Give  us  the  flowers  that  defy  the  frost  and  snow, 

And  wake  each  spring  in  multi  colored  glow.” 

I  stood  and  looked  at  the  answer  of  this  request  last  Spring.  It 
was  truly  a  multi-colored  glow  of  hyacinths,  tulips  and  jonquils. 
If  you  have  any  imagination  I  will  not  have  to  tell  you  what  these 
things  mean  to  our  beloved  sick  soldier  boys. 

I  have  spent  so  little  money  for  flowers  this  year  even  for  our 
very  ill  men,  because  every  cent  had  to  go  to  the  men  who  are  not 
compensated  for  actual  necessities  as  many  of  them  have  wives 
and  children  to  care  for. 

We  must  not  over  look  the  valuable  local  work,  which  our  units 
have  done. 

The  care  of  and  attentions  to  our  sick  soldiers  and  their  families 
in  our  communities  is  most  important.  I  could  tell  you  of  many 
cases  where  the  men  and  their  families  have  been  cared  for  until 
the  men  could  get  in  the  hospital  and  the  families  put  on  their  feet 
again.  The  hardest  thing  we  have  to  do  is  secure  jobs  for  our 
men  who  can  do  only  a  few  hours  work. 
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Some  of  the  High  Spots 

First  the  visit  to  the  hospital  every  month.  Visiting  each  man 
and  trying  to  find  out  his  needs  either  material  or  spiritual  and 
trying  as  best  we  can  to  administer  to  each.  Seeing  their  gameness, 
courage,  patience  and  suffering  and  realizing  that  whatever  we  may 
do  for  them  that  it  is  nothing  as  compared  to  what  they  do  for  us. 
We  try  to  make  them  understand  that  our  lives  are  richer  and  fuller, 
because  of  them  and  that  they  bring  many  beautiful  things  to  us. 
When  I  ask  what  means  most  to  them,  they  unhesitantingly  say,  the 
visits  and  your  loving  remembrances  of  us  every  month. 

Pennsylvania  State  Convention 

It  was  a  great  privilege  to  represent  you  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Convention  at  Stroudsburg  last  September.  The  Convention  lost  no 
opportunity  of  showing  its  great  appreciation  of  North  Carolina's 
loving  care,  not  only  of  her  men,  but  of  all  ex-service  men  who  are 
within  our  gates. 

She  has  more  than  made  good  her  many  promises  of  help. 

It  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule,  for  a  day  to  pass,  without 
a  letter  from  some  member  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary  of  this  state, 
enclosing  a  check,  informing  me  of  a  package  that  is  on  the  way,  or 
asking  what  we  need  most. 

I  took  them  many  messages  of  appreciation  not  only  from  the  boys 
but  from  North  Carolina’s  Legion  Auxiliary  also,  for  all  the  lovely 
things  which  they  do,  and  for  their  perfect  cooperation. 

Mrs.  Eliza  London  Shepherd,  our  National  President,  spent  a  day 
at  the  Convention,  coming  straight  from  her  visit  to  you  in 
Charlotte,  and  was  loud  in  her  praises  of  the  work  that  North 
Carolina  was  doing. 

The  National  Convention 

Attending  a  National  Convention  is  a  wonderful  experience.  I 
never  realized  before  what  a  powerful  organization  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  is.  Just  touching  elbows  with  so  many  fine  think¬ 
ing  women  from  all  over  the  United  States,  is  truly,  a  great 
experience. 

We  were  again  assured,  that  we  are  recognized  welfare  workers, 
at  our  Government  hospitals,  by  act  of  Congress.  I  heard  from  many 
sources  expression  of  appreciation  of  the  work  that  North  Carolina 
is  doing  and  I  bring  many  offers  of  help  from  the  Rehabilitation 
Chairmen  of  the  various  States.  I  brought  also  messages  to  our  boys 
from  these  States  and  they  wrere  deeply  touched,  at  receiving  a 
message  from  home. 
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Joint  Meetings  With  the  Legion ,  District  and  Unit  Meetings 

One  of  the  most  pleasant  phases  of  the  year’s  work  has  been  our 
joint  meetings  with  the  Legion,  the  District  Meetings  and  meeting 
with  some  of  the  Units.  I  have  never  found  the  members  of  the 
Legion  and  Auxiliary  so  eager  to  hear  about  “Our  Boys.”  Besides 
the  monthly  visits  to  the  hospital,  I  have  tried  to  tell  of  the  work 
sixteen  times  in  North  Carolina  and  four  times  in  Pennsylvania. 

Responding  to  an  invitation  from  the  Disabled  American  Veterans 
to  be  present  at  their  State  Convention  in  Asheville,  I  assured 
them  of  our  love  and  interest  and  presented  them  with  a  basket  of 
Sweetheart  roses  as  our  Sons,  Buddies  and  Sweethearts,  and  brought 
a  loving  thought  in  remembrance  of  those  who  had  gone  on.  I  was 
their  guest  at  their  banquet  and  represented  you  in  a  toast  to 
“Our  Boys.”  Your  President  and  I  were  guests  of  the  Scotland 
Neck  Kiwanis  Club,  at  a  banquet,  and  we  represented  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  as  the  adopted  Mother  of  our  Sick  Soldier  Boys, 
on  Mother’s  Day,  night. 

The  visit  of  our  National  President,  Mrs.  Adaline  McCauley  to 
our  boys  at  Oteen,  meant  much  to  them.  While  she  could  only 
visit  a  few  wards,  it  pleased  the  boys  to  know  that  “The  Poppy 
Lady”  was  on  the  ground  and  to  receive  her  message  of  love,  altho 
it  had  to  be  delivered  by  proxy. 

Asheville  Unit  did  herself  proud  in  her  entertainment  of  Mrs. 
McCauley.  Then  comes  the  “Day  of  Days,”  Poppy  Day.  Each  man 
at  Oteen  received  a  Poppy  from  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of 
North  Carolina  with  this  message — 

“Our  love  goes  to  you,  our  most  Precious  Citizens  on  Poppy  Day. 
We  are  ‘Standing  By.’  ”  We  attended  the  Memorial  Luncheon,  given 
by  the  Asheville  Post,  and  later  helped  decorate  the  graves  of  our 
Boys,  who  having  no  one  to  claim  them  were  buried  at  Riverside, 
in  Asheville. 


Ward  Daddies 

Our  report  would  not  be  complete  without  a  word  of  appreciation 
of  our  “Ward  Daddies,”  and  the  efficient  way  in  which  they  have 
handled  our  correspondence,  checks  and  gifts. 

Where  the  Units  have  followed  instructions,  we  got  good  results 
and  the  work  went  on  smoothly.  I  do  not  know  how  we  could 
have  gotten  on  without  them  and  they  are  due  much  credit. 

One  Daddy  said,  “I  have  never  enjoyed  anything  more  in  my  life, 
than  I  have  enjoyed  receiving  and  answering  the  interesting  letters 
which  have  come  to  me.  It  has  given  me  some  interest  in  life  and 
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it  is  lovely  to  come  in  contact  with  such  wonderful  women  and  I’ve 
just  had  such  a  good  time.” 

Men  Not  Drawing  Compensation 

So  often  I  am  asked  why  so  many  men  do  not  draw  compensation. 

According  to  act  of  Congress,  no  man  can  claim  that  breaking 
down  with  Tuberculosis  is  connected  with  his  service  unless  he 
broke  down  before  January  1,  1925. 

If  he  can  prove  that  he  had  tuberculosis  before  time  and  can 
secure  an  affidavit  from  the  doctor  who  examined  him  his  claim  is 
proved. 

Many  of  the  men  while  not  well,  did  not  go  to  a  doctor  for 
treatment. 

Some  of  the  doctors  are  dead  and  records  cannot  be  found.  Some 
did  not  keep  records. 

Often  the  boys  were  careless  of  these  records.  There  are  many 
reasons. 

Our  first  duty  is  to  these  men.  Many  of  them  have  families  and 
no  one  to  help  care  for  them. 

These  men  find  it  well  nigh  impossible  to  take  the  cure,  when 
their  children  may  be  hungry.  We  have  had  around  200  men  at 
Oteen  this  year  who  are  without  compensation.  We  have  written 
many  letters  for  these  men  asking  aid  of  the  Auxiliaries  in  their 
states,  in  securing  the  necessary  affidavits,  and  in  some  instances 
have  gotten  good  results.  It  is  a  proud  moment,  when  the  affidavit 
that  we  have  helped  secure,  has  brought  the  long  sought  after 
compensation. 

In  summing  up  the  year’s  work,  remember  that  the  biggest  thing 
that  you  have  done  is  reminding  your  boys  constantly  that  you  are 
‘‘Standing  By.”  The  majority  of  the  Unit  reports  show  that  you 
have  remembered  your  Wards  every  month. 

You  have  been  more  systematic.  You  have  been  more  business 
like,  yet  much  is  to  be  desired  along  this  line. 

You  have  taken  the  trouble  to  write  letters  to  your  boys  oftener, 
thus  giving  the  personal  touch  which  counts  for  so  much. 

Your  Christmas  gifts  have  never  been  more  beautiful  nor  more 
practical,  as  the  boys  said,  “Just  what  we  wanted.”  You  have  spent 
your  money  wisely. 

You  are  getting  a  better  idea  of  the  word  Rehabilitation,  I  think 
it  almost  covers  the  earth. 

More  Units  have  contributed  to  the  Rehabilitation  Fund,  but  we 
must  not  rest  on  our  laurels,  but  get  a  broader,  bigger  vision  of  the 
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work  before  us.  We  alone  are  left  on  the  field  and  we  must  still 
“Carry  On/’ 

In  closing  let  me  tell  you  what  the  phrase  “Carry  On”  means  to 
our  hoys  and  girls.  It  was  written  by  one  of  our  own  Oteen  boys, 
who  is  still  carrying  on,  and  he  signs  himself  Do-Boy. 

Carry  On 

“When  the  days  are  endless  and  dreary, 

And  the  clouds  hang  heavy  and  low, 

And  a  million  dreams  come  to  haunt  you 
With  mem’ries  of  long  ago; 

When  it  seems  that  you  have  reached  the  limit, 

And  your  spirits  shot  to  bits, 

Remember,  lad,  you’re  a  soldier 
And  a  soldier  never  quits. 

When  the  mail  man  brings  you  no  letters 
While  the  fellow  besides  you  gets  two 
And  you  are  wishing,  my  God  how  you’re  wishing 
There  were  some  one  to  write  to  you; 

When  the  loneliness  creeps  in  all  ’round  you 
Till  it  well  nigh  smothers  your  grit, 

Remember,  old  man,  you’re  a  soldier, 

And  a  Soldier  cannot  quit. 

When  you  are  feeling  plumb  discouraged, 

And  it  seems  the  world’s  all  wrong 
And  your  heart  and  soul  are  aching 
For  a  strain  from  an  old  time  song, 

Throw  your  shoulders  into  the  collar, 

Set  your  teeth  down  hard  on  the  bit, 

Let  the  whole  world  know  you’re  a  Soldier, 

And  a  Soldier  Does  Not  Quit.’’ 

Minnie  Gwaltney, 
Chairman,  Rehabilitation. 

REHABILITATION  CHAIRMAN  COMMENDED  AND  URGED  TO 
ENTER  CONTEST  FOR  NATIONAL  CITATION  AT  PARIS 

Winona,  Minn.,  August  18,  1927. 

A f,iss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Rehabilitation  Chairman,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Hickory,  N.  C. 

My  dear  Miss  Gwaltney:  May  I  hasten  to  assure  you  that  I  have 
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just  received  your  annual  Rehabilitation  Report.  It  is  simply 
wonderful  in  every  respect. 

Your  plan  of  compiling  the  work  in  such  a  neat  and  attractive 
manner  is  the  finest  demonstration  of  telling  the  world  what  we 
are  doing,  that  I  have  ever  seen.  I  am  so  thrilled  over  it  and  so 
anxious  to  pass  on  the  plan  to  others  that  1  shall  ask  you  to  submit 
it  as  an  entry  for  a  meritorious  citation.  May  I  have  another  copy, 
please? 

Since  the  entries  will  not  be  judged  until  the  committee  meets  in 
Paris,  may  I  ask  you  to  prepare  in  typed  form  (one  page)  a  story 
to  be  attached  to  your  entry,  the  report.  May  I  suggest  that  you  in¬ 
corporate  in  our  story  the  following  points: 

The  need  of  telling  the  units  as  well  as  the  public  how  we  spend 
our  time  and  their  money  as  well  as  our  own. 

Benefits  derived  from  human  interest  reports  through  publicity. 
Value  of  the  attractive  printed  form,  rather  than  the  mimeo¬ 
graphed  report;  how  financed  and  how  and  to  whom  it  is  mailed,  etc. 
Please  get  this  material  to  me  on  or  before  September  3,  1927. 
No  one  will  be  happier  than  Rose  Spencer  to  be  permitted  to 
present  North  Carolina  with  a  citation. 

Again  I  thank  you  for  your  marvelous  work!  May  your  Depart¬ 
ment  retain  your  services  forever! 

Sincerely, 

Rose  Spencer  (Mrs.  M.  L.), 
National  Rehabilitation  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  GUARDIANSHIP  CHAIRMAN 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary : 

During  the  past  year  your  Guardianship  chairman  has  endeavored 
to  build  upon  the  foundation  laid  by  her  able  predecessor,  Mrs. 
James  K.  Norfleet. 

The  following  extract  from  a  resolution  passed  by  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  at  its  Depart¬ 
ment  Convention  in  August  1926  is  in  line  with  Mrs.  Norfleet’s 
plans  and  clearly  defines  the  object  of  the  Guardianship  work. 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  in  convention  assembled  at  Hickory, 
August  23  and  24,  1926,  pledges  its  continued  cooperation  to  the 
United  States  Veterans’  Bureau  Guardianship  service  to  the  end 
that  Federal  funds  being  received  by  guardians  for  the  benefit  of 
insane  veterans  and  minor  children  shall  be  fully  protected  and 
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that  each  unit  appoint  a  guardianship  officer  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  that  the  estate  of  wards  is  administered  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  this  state. 

Cooperating  with  the  Legion  Post  Guardianship  officer,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Red  Cross  or  other  welfare  organizations,  the  unit  guardianship 
officers  have  maintained  a  close  contact  with  guardians  and  wards 
within  their  locality,  and  any  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Regional  Attorney  of  the  Veterans  Bureau  in 
Charlotte. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina  275 
incompetent  ex-soldiers  and  540  minor  children  representing  628 
families  of  veterans  receiving  Federal  funds  through  legal  guardians. 
In  1926  there  were  488  minors  and  239  incompetents.  By  these 
comparisons,  one  can  see  how  the  number  is  increasing.  The  guar¬ 
dians  reside  in  93  of  the  100  counties  of  the  state.  The  estates  of 
these  beneficiaries  are  handled  by  the  most  careful  business  men  we 
have  in  the  state  on  one  hand  to  men  who  are  scarcely  able  to  care 
for  their  own  funds,  not  to  speak  of  the  funds  for  which  they  have 
to  make  an  itemized  accounting  as  in  cases  under  guardianship. 

The  guardianship  chairman  of  each  unit  has  been  of  much  as¬ 
sistance  in  securing  accurate  accountings  from  guardians.  When 
the  chairman  found  that  guardians  were  not  administering  the 
estates  of  incompetent  claimants  satisfactorily,  the  case  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Regional  Director  of  the  Veterans’  Bureau. 

The  social  and  economic  survey  of  incompetent  claimants  made 
by  the  unit  guardianship  officer  has  aided  materially  in  contacting 
practically  every  competent  and  minor  beneficiary  in  the  state. 
These  reports  give  a  real  picture  of  the  administration  of  the  estate 
of  every  beneficiary. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  united  with  the  Legion  in  secur¬ 
ing  the  passage  of  a  bill  which  simplifies  the  procedure  relative  to 
the  appointment  of  guardians  for  incompetent  claimants.  This  law 
gives  authority  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Superior  Court  to  appoint  a 
guardian  when  the  Regional  Medical  officer  makes  a  certificate  as  to 
the  incompetency  of  the  claimant.  Prior  to  this  the  determination 
of  incompetency  was  by  jury  trial  or  on  certificate  of  incompetency 
from  the  superintendent  of  a  state  or  government  hospital  where 
the  claimant  was  undergoing  hospitalization.  The  court  costs  in  a 
trial  by  jury  average  from  $35  to  $50  exclusive  of  attorneys’  fees. 
This  amendatory  legislation  will  save  thousands  of  dollars  for  the 
estates  of  these  incompetents. 

Practically  one-half  of  the  incompetent  claimants  under  guardians 
in  North  Carolina  are  now  receiving  treatment  in  Bureau  neuro- 
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psychyatric  hospitals.  There  is  a  continuous  changing  of  patients 
in  these  hospitals.  However,  on  an  average  about  one-half  of  the 
number  are  in  hospitals  and  the  other  half  at  home. 

When  one  realizes  that  approximately  $1,000,000  per  annum  is 
paid  by  the  Federal  government  to  Guardians  in  the  State  for  the 
benefit  of  incompetents  and  minor  children,  the  importance  of  choos¬ 
ing  guardians  who  will  expend  and  invest  the  funds  received  wisely 
is  apparent. 

Your  chairman  has  responded  to  numerous  S.  O.  S.  calls  from 
our  rehabilitation  chairman,  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  and  although  all 
cases  did  not  receive  aid,  the  majority  of  them  did.  One  unit 
purchased  an  artificial  leg  for  an  ex-service  man.  Other  claimants 
received  compensation  or  hospitalization  through  the  Veterans 
Bureau. 

Each  month  conferences  were  held  at  the  Veterans’  Bureau  at 
which  your  chairman  was  present.  I  also  attended  several  district 
meetings  at  which  the  guardianship  work  was  discussed,  and  was  a 
guest  of  several  units. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  J.  D. 
DeRamus,  Regional  Attorney  of  the  United  States  Veterans’  Bureau 
in  Charlotte: 

The  work  done  by  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  in  connection 
with  the  case  of  incompetents  and  minors  cannot  be  measured  in 
dollars  and  cents.  Practically  every  Unit  in  the  state  has  ap¬ 
pointed  a  guardianship  officer  to  function  in  the  interest  of  these 
unfortunate  beneficiaries.  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  personal 
interest  and  for  the  thorough  cooperation  which  you  have  shown 
at  all  times.  I  want  to  extend  through  you  the  thanks  of  this 
Bureau  to  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  for  the  very  effective  services  rendered  in  behalf  of 
mentally  sick  ex-soldiers  and  minor  children  who  are  entitled 
to  the  benefits  of  the  World  War  Veterans’  Act. 

Mr.  De  Ramus  has  cooperated  in  every  way  with  our  organization 
and  deserves  our  sincere  gratitude. 

Your  chairman  wishes  to  express  her  appreciation  to  all  of  the 
unit  guardianship  officers  for  their  untiring  efforts  in  contacting 
all  beneficiaries;  their  persistence  proves  their  interest  in  our  dis¬ 
abled  ex-servce  men  and  their  families. 

To  Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchinson,  North  Carolina  State  Service  Officer,  and 
to  Robin  Kirby,  State  Service  Officer,  your  chairman  is  indebted  for 
their  able  assistance. 

May  I  express  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  honor  conferred  upon 
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me  by  our  president,  Mrs.  Lowe,  and  my  thanks  to  our  Department 
secretary,  Mrs.  Young,  for  her  ever  ready  response  to  every  call. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Myrtle  Miller  (Mrs.  Reverdy  J.), 

Guardianship  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 

Madam  President,  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary : 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  bring  to  you  the  report  of  your  Child 
Welfare  Committee  for  the  year  1926-1927.  The  year  has  been  full 
of  honest  endeavor,  which  has  brought  results  of  which  we  may  all 
be  proud.  As  we  review  the  year’s  work,  we  see  the  progress  made 
and  are  inspired  to  go  forward  into  next  year’s  wrork  with 
enthusiasm. 

Our  work  at  Oteen  is  going  forward  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner. 
The  spirit  existing  between  patients,  their  families  and  our  nurse 
is  all  that  we  could  wish,  so  we  feel  that  we  are  filling  a  great  need. 
We  have  been  told  by  numbers  of  the  sick  veterans,  that  they  didn’t 
see  how  they  would  do  without  Miss  Reinhardt’s  help  and  her  words 
of  cheer.  She  is  truly  a  messenger  of  mercy.  I  quote  from  a  letter 
received  by  Miss  Gray  from  the  wife  of  one  of  the  patients,  which 
will  give  you  some  idea  how  they  feel  toward  her  and  the  Child 
Welfare  work  at  Oteen.  “Miss  Reinhardt  came  by  to  see  me  yester¬ 
day.  Bless  her  dear  heart,  I  don’t  know  how  we  would  do  without  her. 
May  God  ever  bless  you  for  your  kind  act  in  sending  her  to  Oteen. 
There’s  no  place  that  neded  her  services  more.’’ 

The  cooperation  between  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  through  their 
most  capable  Department  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  has  been  perfect. 
Together  we  have  reviewed  all  cases  reported  to  us  and  have  made 
many  contacts  during  the  year.  To  the  Local  Units  I  want  to  say: 
You  have  done  well.  Never  before  have  I  had  such  response  from 
the  Units.  More  have  sent  in  their  year’s  report  and  a  great  many 
of  them  report  Local  Child  Welfare  in  their  own  community. 

In  North  Carolina  we  have  536  minors  under  guardianship;  255 
jncompetents;  628  families  represented.  In  1926  there  were  488 
minors;  239  incompetents  (note  the  increase). 

We  have  sent  out  Bulletins  both  from  the  Department  and 
Veterans’  Bureau,  also  social  contact  reports  to  the  Guardianship 
Chairman.  This  part  of  the  work  has  been  under  the  supervision 
of  Mrs.  Reverdy  Miller,  who  has  rendered  most  efficient  service.  We 
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have  also  helped  a  number  of  ex-service  men  with  their  claims, 
in  getting  them  through  the  Veterans  Bureau.  We  have  also  es¬ 
tablished  contacts  between  several  patients  at  Oteen  and  their 
Child  Welfare  Chairmen  in  various  states. 

At  Christmas  we  sent  a  present  with  words  of  Christmas  cheer 
to  all  children  of  ex-service  men  in  our  State  Institutions,  both 
white  and  colored,  most  of  them  writing  us  nice  letters  of  ap¬ 
preciation. 

We  have  cooperated  with  other  organizations  in  a  friendly 
manner. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet, 
Child  Welfare  Chairman. 


Unit  Reports 

Asheboro — Contributed  $5  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Asheville — Contributed  $75  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  $419.98  to  local 
work.  85  visits. 

Belmont — $25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Concord — $25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  Groceries,  etc.,  to  family  of 
sick  soldier. 

Charlotte — $250  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  $30  Local  C.  W.  work;  $40 
clothing  for  children  in  need  given  by  members  of  unit;  1  layette; 
Easter  party;  9  Christmas  presents;  28  visits. 

Durham — $100  given  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  visited  hospital  cases. 

Fuquay  Springs — Contributed  $10  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Gastonia — Contributed  $100  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  helped  a  family 
of  an  ex-service  man  to  get  an  allowance  from  the  Government 
sufficient  to  take  care  of  wife  and  three  children.  Helped  another 
family  who  were  in  desperate  need, — the  soldier  had  lost  a  leg — 
paying  half  the  cost  of  an  artificial  limb,  also  supplying  them 
with  food  and  clothing  a  number  of  times. 

Greenville — Contributed  $25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Greensboro — Contributed  $125  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Henderson — Contributed  $10  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Hendersonville — Contributed  $15  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Hickory — Contributed  $15  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

High  Point — Contributed  $50  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Kinston — $50  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  $65  Local  Work. 

Kings  Mountain — $8.50  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Lexington — $25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  ten  visits;  helped  a  boy 
with  tonsil  operation;  one  case  eye  treatment. 
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Lenoir — $25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Leaksville-Spray — $25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Lincolnton — $10  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Lincolnton — $10  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Louisburg — $5  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  $53  Local  €.  W.  work;  writ¬ 
ten  number  of  letters. 

Lumberton — Contributed  $10  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  $26.25  Local 
C.  W.  work. 

Mooresville — $5  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  caring  for  wife  and  children 
of  an  ex-service  man,  supplying  them  with  food  and  clothing,  pay¬ 
ing  hospital  bill.  Given  shoes  to  a  number  of  children  during  the 
winter. 

M,onroe — Contributed  $100  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  $50  Local  C.  W. 
work;  made  a  number  of  visits. 

Marion — Contributed  $25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  $50  to  local  C.  W. 
work;  many  visits. 

Mount  Airy — Contributed  $10  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

New  Bern — Contributed  $100  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

North  Wilkesboro — Contributed  $25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  $32  to 
local  C.  W.  work. 

Pittsboro — $4  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  $40  to  local  C.  W.  work. 

Rocky  Mount — $25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Raleigh — $150  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  $172.28  to  local  C.  W.  work; 
87  visits. 

Raeford — $10  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Spring  Hope — $3.75  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Snow  Hill — $5.25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

St.  Paul — $15  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Southern  Pines — $15  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Statesville — $25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Salisbury — $50  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Scotland  Neck — $40  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Tarboro — $50  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Washington — $10  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Warrenton — $5  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Weldon — $30  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Wilson — $25  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund. 

Winston-Salem — $200  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund;  $100  to  local  C.  W. 
work;  25  visits;  2  patients  cared  for  in  hospital. 

So  sorry  every  unit  didn’t  report. 
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REPORT  OF  OTEEN  NURSE  FOR  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINIC 

Name  of  Chapter,  Asheville;  County,  Buncombe. 

Town  or  area  nurse  serves,  Oteen. 

Name  of  nurse,  Louise  Reinhardt. 

Nursing  headquarters,  Oteen. 

Service  conducted  jointly  by  Red  Cross  and  one  or  more  agencies 
American  Legion  and  Auxiliary. 

Months  covered,  June,  1926-May,  1927. 


Analysis  of  Visits 

Visits  to  patients — 

Acute — 

(a)  Medical,  (b)  Surgical,  (c)  Communicable .  673 

Ward  and  Hospital — Maternity .  124 

(a)  Prental,  (b)  Delivery,  (c)  Postpartum,  (d)  Newborn 

(under  1  month) .  101 

Welfare — 

(a)  Infant  (under  1  year),  (b)  Preschool  child  (1  to  6 

years),  (c)  School  child  (6  to  16  years) .  722 

Office  visits  .  615 

Visits  to  patients  not  seen .  47 

Visits  on  behalf  of  patients .  201 


Total  visits  . 2,483 


Clinics  and  Conferences 

Number 


Attendance 


Oteen  children’s  clinic . 

Sessions 

.  79 

New 

279 

Old 

1,413 

Asheville  children’s  clinic . 

.  18 

30 

37 

Asheville  Prenatal  clinic . 

.  19 

12 

26 

Asheville  Adults’  clinic . 

.  7 

5 

2 

Orthopedic  clinic  . 

.  6 

2 

6 

Special  TB  clinic . 

.  2 

119 

12 

Total  . 

.  131 

444 

1,496 

Administrative  Worgk 

Visits  on  behalf  of  general  activities .  125 

American  Legion,  Auxiliary,  and  Welfare  Workers’  meetings .  7 
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Narrative  Report 

Diphtheria  toxin-antitoxin  inoculations . 122 

Typhoid  fever  inoculations . - .  40 

Smallpox  vaccinations  .  40 

Received  for  clinic  fund,  September  1,  1926-May  31, 

1927  .  $328.68 

Rent  . $212.50 

Drugs  and  clinic  supplies .  116.18  328.68 


In  addition  to  the  regular  clinic  work  done  within  the  past  year, 
125  patients  have  been  carried  to  doctors’  and  dentists’  private  of¬ 
fices  for  examination  or  treatment.  Minimum  or  no  fees  have 
been  charged  for  these  visits. 

Twenty-five  patients  have  been  entered  into  hospitals  for  treatment 
or  operations.  The  surgical  cases  have  been  accompanied  to  the  hos¬ 
pitals  and  special  nursing  care  given  for  from  six  to  twenty-four 
hours  following  the  operations. 

Nine  tonsil  and  adenoid  operations  have  been  performed,  six  of 
which  were  free  of  charge. 

Two  obstetrical  cases  have  received  free  hospitalization  during 
confinement. 

Three  abdominal  operations  have  bene  performed,  one  free  of 
charge. 

Six  ex-service  men  were  entered  into  Oteen  Hospital  as  emergency 
cases.  Three  of  these  cases  were  carried  to  Oteen  in  the  Legion  and 
Auxiliary  car.  Ambulances  were  secured  from  Oteen  for  the  other 
cases  and  the  paitents  were  accompanied  to  the  hospital  by  the 
clinic  nurse. 

Four  parties  were  given  during  the  year.  The  Christmas  party 
given  by  Miss  Alice  Gray  of  Winston-Salem;  one  in  March;  an 
Easter  egg  hunt  given  by  the  Legion  Auxiliary  of  Kiffin-Rockwell 
Post;  and  one  given  by  the  children  of  the  clinic  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
Adaline  McCauley. 

Two  special  tuberculosis  clinics  were  held  during  the  year — one 
in  July,  1926,  and  one  in  January,  1927.  Examinations  made  at  these 
clinics  were  126.  Louise  Reinhardt, 

Child  Welfare  Nurse . 

AUXILIARY  CHILD  WELFARE  WORK  FORGING  TO  THE  FRONT 

(From  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Bulletin) 

We  all  read  about  the  Oteen  Hospital  Children’s  Clinic  in  the 
Legion  Monthly  a  year  ago,  and  your  National  President  had  the 
privilege  of  visiting  this  remarkable  clinic  during  her  recent  visit 
to  North  Carolina. 


Second  row  from  top,  left  to  right — Miss  Annie  Lee,  National  Executive  Committeewoman ;  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Hospital  Chair¬ 
man;  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Department  President;  Mrs.  Adalin  W.  Macauley,  National  President;  Miss  Louise  Reinhardt,  Welfare 
Nurse;  Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie,  Department  Chairman  Unit  Activities. 
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At  Otfeen  is  situated  one  of  the  largest  of  the  U.  S.  V.  B.  Hospitals 
for  tubercular  patients  in  the  country. 

The  work  of  the  Clinic  Direcotr,  Miss  Louise  Reinhardt,  is  out¬ 
standing,  and  North  Carolina  can  well  take  pride  in  the  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  this  little  woman.  Being  a  gradaute  nurse  and  a  trained 
social  worker,  she  is  admirably  fitted  to  carry  on  this  work. 

The  children  gather  daily  under  her  care  and  guidance  while  the 
mothers  visit  the  fathers  in  the  hospital,  and  during  these  hours 
Miss  Reinhardt  teaches  the  children  hygiene  through  games,  and 
checks  on  their  physical  condition,  thus  combining  the  clinical  work 
with  play. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows  the  Oteen  family  out  to  greet 
the  National  President  and  the  State  Officers  who  accompanied  her. 
The  program  put  on  by  the  children  was  clever  and  instructive, 
and  it  will  not  require  three  guesses  to  discover  which  won  out  in 
the  contest  for  first  place  in  children's  diet — coffee,  tea  or  milk. 

At  present  the  work  is  being  carried  on  in  a  one-room  cottage. 
The  house  is  maintained  by  five  members  of  the  Clyde  Bolling 
Post,  of  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  Miss  Reinhardt,  a  gradaute  of  Saint 
Luke's  and  Rockefeller,  has  the  vision  of  a  far  greater  work  which 
would  call  for  a  general  enlargement  of  present  quarters  and 
facilities. 

The  National  Auxiliary  is  indeed  proud  of  this  effort  on  the 
part  of  these  North  Carolinians — an  outstanding  accomplishment  in 
furthering  our  Child  Welfare  program. 

REPORT  OF  AMERICANISM  COMMITTEE 

North  Carolina  being  a  little  over  99  per  cent  American  born,  I  feel 
that  our  greatest  stress  of  Americanism  is  in  our  schools,  by  teach¬ 
ing  Flag  Etiquette,  the  proper  observance  of  all  patriotic  holidays; 
as  well  as  cooperating  with  Parent-teacher  organizations  in  every 
way. 

Thirty-two  Units  have  reported  their  year’s  work  to  me  and  the 
majority  of  them  report  progress  being  made  in  spreading  the  Gospel 
of  Americanism  in  our  Department.  Some  twelve  or  more  Units 
have  awarded  prizes  in  the  schools  for  essays  on  some  subject 
pertaining  to  the  American  Citizen.  The  prize  offered  by  your 
Department  Chairman  for  the  best  essay  on  “An  American  Citizen’s 
Duty  to  his  Country”  written  by  the  tenth  grade  pupil,  was  awarded 
to  C.  C.  Hamlet,  Jr.,  of  the  Pittsboro  High  School,  by  the  decision 
of  judges  Monroe  Adams,  Legion  Chairman  of  Americanization,  of 
Statesville,  N.  C.,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  Past  Department  President,  and 
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Mrs.  A.  B.  Bass  of  Scotland  Neck;  the  award  being  presented  through 
the  Pittsboro  Unit. 

I  would  like  to  call  special  attention  to  the  Dunn-Erwin  Unit. 
They  have  placed  a  silver  cup  in  their  High  School  and  the  pupils 
making  highest  average  in  Loyalty,  Courage  and  Athletic  progress 
has  his  or  her  name  engraved  on  the  cup.  The  cup  is  encased  and 
is  the  property  of  the  school.  I  am  sure  this  is  a  great  incentive 
to  strive  for  Loyalty,  Courage  and  Athletic  progress. 

Copies  of  “The  American’s  Creed”  have  been  distributed  among 
the  member  of  our  Units  and  all  patriotic  days  have  been  observed 
very  fittingly,  each  Unit  cooperating  with  its  Post  or  other  patriotic 
organizations  on  such  occasions.  In  accordance  with  the  1927  Na¬ 
tional  Slogan,  “Every  Unit  a  Community  Asset,”  I  am  sure  no  Unit 
has  lost  an  opportunity  for  such  service. 

Three  living  Flags  have  been  founded  in  our  Department  this 
year;  one  by  the  Department  officers  honoring  our  organizing 
President,  and  Past  Southern  Vice  President,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt.  Also 
Charlotte  and  Asheville  Units  have  each  founded  a  Flag. 

While  I  am  sure  each  Unit  can  best  work  their  own  plan  for  fur¬ 
thering  Americanism  in  their  Community,  I  would  like  to  recom¬ 
mend  that  we  consider  our  National  Chairman,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cudworth’s 
plan  of  the  Study  Class.  I  feel  that  a  review  of  our  Constitution 
would  help  revive  patriotism  in  our  hearts,  and  if  you  don’t  feel 
that  you  can  start  a  class  of  your  own,  please  send  to  National 
Security  League,  25  West  43d  Street,  New  York  City,  and  get  a 
copy  of  James  M.  Beck’s  book  on  the  Constitution.  It  will  cost  you 
thirty-five  cents,  plus  postage;  and  Mrs.  Julia  E.  Collins,  Chairman 
Americanism  Committee,  Department  of  Florida,  says  that  after  you 
get  this  hook  and  read  it,  you  will  be  keen  to  start  a  class  of  your 
own.  The  National  Security  League  will  also  furnish  you  at  a  cost 
of  three  cents  a  copy,  a  catechism  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  I  think  would  be  excellent  material  for  a  study  class 
in  connection  with  your  regular  monthly  Auxiliary  meeting.  I  would 
suggest  your  giving  even  fifteen  minutes  of  your  time  at  each 
meeting  to  your  Study  Class. 

Are  we  working  as  hard  with  this  franchise  of  ours  as  we  did  a 
short  time  ago  to  obtain  it?  Are  we  voting  as  we  should,  one 
hundred  per  cent  at  the  polls?  We  should  live  up  to  our  responsibili¬ 
ties  if  we  take  part,  especially  in  civic  betterment.  I  think  we 
should  stress  this  matter  on  every  possible  occasion. 

And  now  at  the  close  of  this  Auxiliary  year,  I  want  to  extend  to 
each  and  every  Unit  my  appreciation  for  your  good  work  and 
wonderful  spirit  of  cooperation.  What  success  we  have  attained  hs 
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due  to  your  cooperation  and  devotion  to  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary.  I  thank  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Cora  D.  Dunn  (Mrs.  Chas.  L.), 
Chairman  Americanism  Committee. 

OUR  FLAG 

(Reprinted  from  the  1926-1927  Year  Book  of  the  Georgia  Department,  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary,  by  permission  of  Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklen,  Jr.,  President  of 
Georgia  Department,  in  appreciation  of  inquiries  of  interest  from  our  Ameri¬ 
canism  chairman.) 

Off  with  the  hat  as  the  flag  goes  by, 

Let  the  heart  has  its  say; 

You’re  man  enough  for  a  tear  in  your  eye, 

That  you  will  not  wipe  away. 

Off  with  the  hat  as  the  flag  goes  by, 

Uncover  the  youngster’s  head; 

Teach  him  to  hold  it,  holy  and  high, 

For  the  sake  of  its  sacred  dead. 

Secretary  Lane's  Conception  of  the  Flag 

This  morning  as  I  passed  the  land  office  the  flag  dropped  me  a 
cordial  salutation,  and  from  its  rippling  folds  I  heard  it  say: 
“Good  morning,  Mr.  Flag  Maker.” 

“I  beg  your  pardon,  Old  Glory,”  I  said,  “you  are  mistaken.  I  am 
not  the  President  of  the  United  States,  nor  the  Vice  President,  nor 
a  Member  of  Congress,  nor  even  a  General  in  the  army.  I  am  only  a 
government  clerk.” 

“I  greet  you  again,  Mr.  Flag  Maker,”  replied  the  gay  voice,  “I 
know  you  well.  You’re  the  man  that  worked  in  the  swelter  of 
yesterday  straightening  out  the  tangle  of  that  farmer’s  homestead  in 
Idaho.” 

“No,  I  am  not,”  I  was  forced  to  confess. 

“Well,  perhaps  you  are  the  one  who  discovered  the  mistake  in  that 
Indian  contract  in  Oklahoma.” 

“No.  Wrong  agan,”  I  said. 

“Well,  you  helped  to  clear  the  patent  for  the  hopeful  inventor  in 
New  York,  or  pushed  the  opening  of  that  new  ditch  in  Idaho,  or 
made  that  mine  in  Illinois  more  safe,  or  brought  relief  to  that  old 
soldier  in  Wyoming.  No  matter;  whichever  of  these  beneficial  in¬ 
dividuals  you  happen  to  be,  I  give  you  greeting,  Mr.  Flag  Maker.” 

I  was  about  to  pass  on  feeling  that  I  had  been  mocked  when  the 
flag  stopped  me  with  these  words: 
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“You  know,  the  world  knows,  that  yesterday  the  President  spoke  a 
word  that  made  happier  the  futures,  the  lives  of  10,000,000  peons 
in  Mexico,  but  that  act  looms  no  larger  on  the  flag  than  the  struggle 
which  a  Georgia  boy  is  making  to  win  the  Corn  Club  prize  this 
summer. 

“Yesterday  the  Congress  spoke  a  word  which  will  open  the 
door  of  Alaska,  but  a  mother  in  Michigan  worked  from  sunrise 
until  far  into  the  night  to  give  her  boy  an  education.  She,  too, 
is  making  the  flag.  Yesterday  we  made  a  new  law  to  prevent  finan¬ 
cial  panics;  yesterday,  no  doubt,  a  school-teacher  in  Ohio  taught  his 
first  letters  to  a  boy  who  will  write  a  song  that  will  give  cheer  to 
the  millions  of  our  race.  We  are  all  making  the  flag." 

“But,”  I  said  impatiently,  “those  people  are  only  working.” 

Then  came  a  loud  shout  about  the  flag. 

“Let  me  tell  you  who  I  am.  The  work  that  we  do  is  the  making 
of  the  real  flag.  I  am  not  the  flag,  not  at  all.  I  am  but  its  shadow. 
I  am  whatever  you  make  me,  nothing  more.  I  am  your  belief  in 
yourself,  your  dream  of  what  people  may  become.  I  live  a  changing 
life.  A  life  of  moods  and  passions,  of  heartbreaks  and  tired  muscles. 
Sometimes  I  am  strong  with  pride,  when  men  do  honest  work,  fitting 
the  rails  together  truly.  Sometimes  I  droop,  for  then  purpose  has 
gone  from  me,  and,  cynically,  I  play  the  coward.  Sometimes  I  am 
loud,  garish,  and  full  of  that  ego  that  blasts  judgment.  But 
always  I  am  all  that  you  hope  to  be  and  have  the  courage  to 
try  for.  I  am  song  and  fear,  struggle  and  panic,  and  ennobling 
purpose.  I  am  the  day’s  work  of  the  weakest  man  and  the 
largest  dream  of  the  most  daring.  I  am  the  Constitution  and  the 
courts,  statutes  and  statute-makers,  soldier  and  dread-nought;  dray¬ 
man  and  street-sweep,  cook,  counselor  and  clerk.  I  am  the  battle 
of  yesterday  and  the  mistake  of  tomorrow.  I  am  the  mystery  of  the 
men  who  do  without  knowing  why.  I  am  the  clutch  of  an  idea  and 
the  reasoned  purpose  of  resolution.  I  am  no  more  than  you  believe 
me  to  be.  I  am  what  you  make  me,  nothing  more.  I  swing  before 
your  eyes  as  a  bright  gleam  of  color,  a  symbol  of  yourself,  the 
pictured  suggestion  of  th^t  big  thing  which  makes  this  nation. 
My  stars  and  my  stripes  are  your  dreams  and  your  labors.  They 
are  bright  with  cheer,  brilliant  with  courage,  firm  with  faith,  be¬ 
cause  you  made  them  so  out  of  your  hearts,  for  you  are  <he  makers 
of  the  flag  and  well  may  you  glory  in  the  making.” — Address  of  Hon. 
Franklin  K.  Lane ,  Secretary  of  the  Initerior,  to  employees  of  his 
department. 
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The  American  Legion’s  Flag  Code 

There  are  certain  fundamental  rules  of  heraldry  which,  if  under¬ 
stood  generally,  would  indicate  the  proper  method  of  displaying 
the  flag.  The  matter  becomes  a  very  simple  one  if  it  is  kept  in 
mind  that  the  National  Flag  represents  the  living  country  and  is 
itself  considered  a  living  thing.  The  union  of  the  flag  is  the 
honor  point;  the  right  arm  is  the  sword  arm,  and  therefore  the  point 
of  danger  and  hence  the  place  of  honor. 

1.  The  flag  should  be  displayed  only  from  sunrise  to  sunset, 
or  between  such  hours  as  may  be  designated  by  proper  authority. 
It  should  be  displayed  on  national  and  state  holidays  and  on  historic 
and  special  occasions.  The  flag  should  always  be  hoisted  briskly 
and  lowered  slowly  and  ceremoniously. 

2.  When  carried  in  procession  with  another  flag  or  flags,  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  should  be  either  in  the  marching  right, 
i.e.,  the  flag’s  own  right,  or  when  there  is  a  line  of  other  flags 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  may  be  in  front  or  the  center  of  that 
line. 

3.  When  displayed  with  another  flag  against  a  wall  from  crossed 
staffs,  the  flag  of  the  United  States  should  be  on  the  right,  the 
flag’s  own  right,  and  its  staff  should  be  in  front  of  the  staff  of  the 
other  flag. 

4.  When  a  number  of  flags  are  grouped  and  displayed  from 
staffs,  the  flag  of  the  United  States  should  be  in  the  center  or  the 
highest  point  of  the  group. 

5.  When  flags  of  states  or  pennants  of  societies  are  flown  on 
the  same  halyard  with  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  the  National 
Flag  should  always  be  at  the  peak.  When  flown  from  adjacent 
staffs  the  flag  of  the  United  States  should  be  hoisted  first.  No  flag 
or  pennant  should  be  placed  above  or  to  the  right  of  the  flag  of  the 
United  States. 

6.  When  the  flags  of  two  or  more  nations  are  displayed  they 
should  be  flown  from  separate  staff  of  the  same  height  and  the 
flags  should  be  approximately  equal  size.  (International  usage 
forbids  the  display  of  the  flag  of  one  nation  above  that  of  another 
nation  in  time  of  peace.) 

7.  When  the  flag  is  displayed  from  staff  projecting  horizontally 
or  at  an  angle  from  the  window  sill,  balcony,  or  front  of  building, 
the  union  of  the  flag  should  go  clear  to  the  head  of  the  staff  unless 
the  flag  is  at  half  mast. 
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8.  When  the  flag  of  the  United  States  is  displayed  in  a  manner 
other  than  being  flown  from  a  staff  it  should  be  displayed  flat, 
whether  indoors  or  out.  When  displayed  either  horizontally  or 
vertically  against  a  wall,  the  union  should  be  uppermost  and  to  the 
flag’s  own  right,  i.e.,  to  the  observer’s  left.  When  displayed  in  a 
window  it  should  be  displayed  the  same  way,  that  is,  with  the  union 
or  blue  field  to  the  left  of  the  observer  in  the  street.  When  festoons, 
rosettes  or  drapings  of  blue,  white  and  red  are  desired,  bunting 
should  be  used  but  never  the  flag. 

9.  When  displayed  over  the  middle  of  the  street,  as  between  build¬ 
ings,  the  flag  of  the  United  States  should  be  suspended  vertically 
with  the  union  to  the  north  in  an  east  and  west  street  or  to  the  east 
in  a  north  and  south  street. 

10.  When  used  on  a  speaker’s  platform,  the  flag  should  be 
displayed  above  and  behind  the  speaker.  It  should  never  be  used 
to  cover  the  speaker’s  desk  nor  to  drape  over  the  front  of  the  plat¬ 
form.  If  flown  from  a  staff  it  should  be  on  the  speaker’s  right. 

11.  When  used  in  unveiling  a  statute  or  monument,  the  flag 
should  not  be  allowed  to  fall  to  the  ground  but  should  be  carried 
aloft  to  wave  out,  forming  a  distinctive  feature  during  the  remainder 
of  the  ceremony. 

12.  When  flown  at  half  staff,  the  flag  is  first  hoisted  to  the 
peak  and  then  lowered  to  the  half  staff  position,  but  before  lowering 
the  flag  for  the  day  it  is  again  raised  to  the  peak.  On  Memorial 
Day,  May  30,  the  flag  is  displayed  at  half  staff  from  sunrise  until 
noon  and  at  full  staff  from  noon  until  sunset,  for  the  nation  lives  and 
the  flag  is  the  symbol  of  the  living  nation. 

13.  When  used  to  cover  a  casket  the  flag  should  be  placed  so 
that  the  union  is  at  the  head  and  over  the  left  shoulder.  The  flag 
should  not  be  lowered  into  the  grave  nor  allowed  to  touch  the 
ground.  The  casket  should  be  carried  foot  first. 

14.  When  the  flag  is  displayed  in  church  it  should  be  from  a 
staff  placed  on  the  congregation’s  right  as  they  face  the  clergyman. 
The  service  flag,  the  state  flag,  or  any  other  flag  should  be  at  the 
left  of  the  congregation.  If  in  the  chancel,  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  should  be  placed  on  the  clergyman’s  right  as  he  faces  the 
congregation  and  other  flags  on  his  left. 

When  the  flag  is  in  such  condition  that  it  is  no  longer  a  fitting 
emblem  for  display  it  should  not  be  cast  aside  or  used  in  any  way 
that  might  be  viewed  as  disrespectful  to  the  national  colors,  but 
should  be  destroyed  as  a  whole,  privately,  preferably  by  burning  or 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


121 


by  some  other  method  in  harmony  with  the  reverence  and  respect 
we  owe  to  the  emblem  representing  our  country. 


Cautions 

1.  Do  not  permit  disrespect  to  be  shown  to  the  flag  of  the 
United  States. 

2.  Do  not  dip  the  flag  of  the  United  States  to  any  person  or  any 
thing.  The  regimental  color,  state  flag,  organization  or  institutional 
flag  will  render  this  honor. 

3.  Do  not  display  the  flag  of  the  United  States  with  the  union 
down  except  as  a  signal  of  distress. 

4.  Do  not  place  any  other  flag  or  pennant  above  or  to  the  right 
of  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

5.  Do  not  let  the  flag  of  the  United  States  touch  the  ground  or 
trail  in  the  water. 

6.  Do  not  place  any  object  or  emblem  of  any  kind  above  the 
flag  of  the  United  States. 

7.  Do  not  use  the  flag  as  drapery  in  any  form  whatever.  Use 
bunting  of  blue,  white  and  red. 

8.  Do  not  fasten  the  flag  in  such  a  manner  as  will  permit  it 
to  be  easily' torn. 

9.  Do  not  drape  the  flag  over  the  hood,  top  side  or  back  of  a 
vehicle  or  of  a  railroad  train  or  boat.  When  the  flag  is  displayed 
on  a  motor  car,  the  staff  should  be  affixed  firmly  to  the  chassis  or 
clamped  to  the  radiator  cap. 

10.  Do  not  display  the  flag  on  a  float  in  a  parade  except  from 
a  staff. 

11.  Do  not  use  the  flag  as  a  covering  for  a  ceiling. 

12.  Do  not  use  the  flag  as  a  portion  of  a  costume  or  of  an 
athletic  uniform.  Do  not  embroider  it  upon  cushions  or  hand¬ 
kerchiefs  or  print  it  on  paper  napkins  or  boxes. 

13.  Do  not  put  lettering  of  any  kind  upon  the  flag. 

14.  Do  not  use  the  flag  in  any  form  of  advertising  nor  fasten 
an  advertising  sign  to  a  pole  from  which  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  is  flying. 

15.  Do  not  display,  use  or  store  the  flag  in  such  a  manner  as 
will  permit  it  to  be  easily  soiled  or  damaged. 
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Proper  Use  of  Bunting 

Bunting  of  the  national  colors  should  be  used  for  covering  a 
speaker’s  desk,  draping  over  the  front  of  a  platform  and  for 
decorating  in  general.  Bunting  should  be  arranged  with  blue  above, 
the  white  in  the  middle  and  the  red  below. 

Salute  to  the  Flag 

During  the  ceremony  of  hoisting  or  lowering  the  flag  or  when 
the  flag  is  passing  in  a  parade  or  in  a  review,  all  persons  present 
should  face  the  flag,  stand  at  attention  and  salute.  When  not  in 
uniform,  men  should  remove  the  headdress  with  the  right  hand  and 
hold  it  to  the  left  shoulder.  Women  should  salute  by  placing  the 
right  hand  over  the  heart,  The  salute  to  the  flag  in  the  moving 
column  is  rendered  at  the  moment  the  flag  passes. 

When  the  National  Anthem  is  played  those  present  in  uniform 
should  salute  at  the  first  note  of  the  Anthem,  retaining  this  position 
until  the  last  note  of  the  Anthem.  When  not  in  uniform,  men 
should  remove  the  headdress  and  hold  it  as  in  the  salute  to  the  flag. 
Women  should  render  the  salute  as  to  the  flag.  When  there  is  no 
flag  displayed  all  should  face  toward  the  music. 

Pledge  to  the  Flag 

I  pledge  allegiance  to  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  to  the  Republic  for  which  it  stands — one  nation,  indivisible 
with  liberty  and  justice  to  all. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

The  Finance  Committee  met  three  times  during  the  nine  months 
of  the  term  for  1927.  Had  the  first  meeting  at  the  residence  of  the 
president,  Mrs.  Lowe.  The  incomes  and  expenditures  of  the  previous 
year  were  carefully  considered  and  the  committee  decided  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  budget  system.  A  tentative  budget  was  made  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  for  acceptance  at  the  first  executive  committee  meeting  to  be 
held  at  the  group  conference  in  Sanford.  The  Committee  were 
guests  at  a  luncheon  served  by  the  hostess.  Covers  were  laid  for 
Mrs.  Ed  Benbow,  Greensboro,  chairman;  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt, 
Salisbury;  Mrs.  V.  Ben  White,  Greensboro;  Mrs.  Charles  Young, 
secretary  and  treasurer;  Mrs.  Lowe  and  family. 

Mrs.  Ed  Benbow,  the  chairman,  presented  the  budget  at  the 
executive  committee  meeting  at  Sanford.  A  quorum  not  being 
present,  copies  of  the  budget  were  sent  to  the  absent  members 
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requesting  a  vote  by  written  ballot.  The  budget  was  accepted  by  a 
majority  of  the  executive  committee. 

Two  other  meetings  were  held — one  with  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt, 
Salisbury,  where  the  income  and  expenditures  were  carefully 
checked  and  adjustments  suggested.  A  delicious  dinner  was  served 
by  the  charming  hostess  to  the  committee  and  a  few  invited  guests. 

The  other  meeting  took  place  in  Lexington,  where  arrangements 
were  made  for  submitting  the  books  to  a  certified  accountant. 

Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt. 

Mrs.  V.  Ben  White. 

Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Secretary. 

EXAMINATION  OF  TREASURER’S  ACCOUNTS 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  August  8,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Lexing¬ 
ton,  North  Carolina 

Dear  Madam:  As  requested  by  you,  we  have  audited  the  cash 
account  and  disbursements  of  Mrs.  Charles  Young  as  Treasurer 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina  from  November  5,  1926,  which,  we  understand,  is  the  date 
that  these  accounts  were  taken  over  by  Mrs.  Lowe,  to  August  4, 
1927.  Our  report,  consisting  of  the  various  statements  as  listed 
in  the  Index,  together  with  the  following  comment  and  explana¬ 
tions,  is  herewith  submitted. 

Extent  of  the  Examination 

As  your  fiscal  year  has  not  yet  ended,  and  as  we  understand  that 
a  proposal  to  make  some  change  in  the  year  as  prescribed  by  the 
constitution  will  probably  be  submitted  at  the  annual  convention 
for  consideration,  it  was  our  suggestion  that  this  examination  be 
limited  to  an  analysis  of  cash  disbursements,  and  that  a  more  com¬ 
plete  statement,  which  would  include  the  receipts  from  each  unit, 
classified  as  to  purpose,  be  prepared  when  the  new  treasurer  takes 
office.  With  the  approval  of  yourself  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  this 
procedure  has  been  followed. 

Financial  Condition 

We  find  that  the  Treasurer  has  cash  on  hand  in  the  amount  of 
$4,653.16,  of  which  $4,434.30  is  on  checking  account  at  the  Bank 
of  Lexington  and  $218.86  is  invested  in  an  interest  bearing  cer¬ 
tificate  of  deposit.  The  various  balances  are  as  follows: 
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General  Fund  . $ 

Unit  Tax  . 

State  Rehabilitation  . 

Oteen  Nurse  Fund  . 

Emergency  Fund — Sanford  Disaster  (in  certificate 

of  deposit)  . 

National  Child  Welfare  . 

Sale  of  Poppies  . 


89.90 

883.00 

877.24 

2,342.08 

218.86 

101.90 

140.18 


$  4,653.16 

We  understand  that  the  Unit  Tax  is  supposed  to  be  divided 
between  State  Rehabilitation  and  the  General  Fund,  but  as  there 
seems  to  be  some  question  as  to  the  proportion,  and  as  the  re¬ 
ceipts  of  state  dues  and  other  items  which  belong  to  the  General 
Fund  have  so  far  been  sufficient  to  pay  all  departmental  and  other 
expenses  chargeable  to  the  General  Fund,  we  have  stated  the 
Unit  Tax  as  a  separate  fund,  and  have  charged  no  expenditures 
whatever  against  this  fund. 


Comparison  With  Budget 

A  budget  of  disbursements  totaling  $5,925.00  was  adopted  by  the 
executive  committee.  On  a  page  following  we  list  the  various  items 
for  which  expenditures  were  authorized  and  opposite  each  item 
the  amount  that  has  been  expended  to  date.  We  have  also  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  budget  the  cost  of  a  mimeographing  machine.  We 
understand  that  this  expenditure  was  authorized  in  addition  to 
the  other  authorizations  and  that  the  committee  expected  to  meet 
the  cost  from  contributions  by  the  various  units.  The  machine 
cost  $185.00  and  contributions  to  the  amount  of  $82.00  have  been 
received.  We  have  charged  the  General  Fund  with  the  cost  of 
this  machine  and  have  credited  the  General  Fund  with  the  con¬ 
tributions  from  units.  It  will  be  noted  that  only  one  item  in 
the  budget  has  been  exceeded,  this  being  the  item  for  postage. 
An  expenditure  of  $175.00  was  authorized  and  $198.00  has  been 
expended.  There  are  unexpended  balances  in  the  other  items  ag¬ 
gregating  $2,283.26,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  items  which 
are  to  be  met  from  the  General  Fund,  there  is  sufficient  cash  now 
on  hand  to  meet  the  balances  of  these  appropriations.  The  un¬ 
expended  balances  to  be  met  out  of  the  General  Fund  total  $723.23, 
while  the  cash  on  hand  of  the  General  Fund  amounts  to  $89.90. 
However,  there  will  probably  be  some  further  collections  of  state 
dues,  and  some  part  of  the  unit  tax  will  be  available  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  meeting  these  expenses,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary 
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to  expend  the  total  amount  appropriated.  The  Treasurer  informs 
us  that  there  are  no  outstanding  debts  or  obligations  of  con¬ 
sequence  except  for  the  printing  of  minutes,  which  bill  we  are 
informed  will  amount  to  about  $500.00.  The  Treasurer’s  books 
and  accounts  were  carefully  and  accurately  kept.  The  receipts  from 
membership  dues  and  contributions  by  the  various  units  should  be 
gratifying,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  treasury  reflects  credit 
upon  those  responsible  for  managing  the  organization’s  finances. 

Recommendations 

We  believe  it  would  be  advisable  to  carry  two  bank  accounts; 
one  for  the  General  Fund  and  one  for  the  special  funds.  If  this 
is  done,  all  money  received  for  a  special  purpose  should  be  de¬ 
posited  in  the  special  funds  bank  account  and  no  checks  should  be 
drawn  on  this  account  except  for  the  special  purposes  for  which  the 
funds  were  received.  We  note  that  the  by-laws  provide  that  the 
President  approve  all  expenditures.  As  a  practical  means  of  re¬ 
cording  such  approval  we  would  suggest  that  the  President  coun¬ 
tersign  all  checks.  A  substantial  cash  balance  has  been  carried 
in  bank  on  checking  account  without  interest  being  received.  We 
believe  that  it  would  be  practicable  to  transfer  some  of  this  cash 
from  time  to  time  to  savings  account  or  certificates  of  deposit. 
Possibly  an  arrangement  could  be  made  with  the  bank  to  pay 
interest  on  the  average  daily  balance.  It  would  appear  that  some 
interest  should  be  received  by  an  organization  of  this  kind  when 
the  cash  on  hand  is  as  substantial  as  it  has  been  during  the  period 
we  have  examined. 


Conclusion 

We  acknowledge  with  appreciation  the  courtesies  shown  us  by 
your  officers  with  whom  it  was  our  pleasure  to  come  in  contact. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Goodno  &  Steele, 


Certified  Public  Accountants, 
By  Ralph  L.  Steele,  C.  P.  A. 
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SUMMARY  OF 

RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  OF  FUNDS 
WITH  BALANCES  AT  BEGINNING  AND  END  OF  PERIOD 


Balance 
Nov.  6,  ’26 

Receipts 

Disburse¬ 

ments 

Balance 
Aug.  4,  ’27 

General  Fund . . . . - 

$  87.61 

38.00 
645 .28 
1,224.80 

S  1,865.26 
845.00 

1 ,552 .96 
1,836.25 
637.72 
854.00 

101 .90 

1 ,830 .32 
550.51 

5.00 

5.00 

50.00 

8  1 ,862 .97 

$  89.90 

883.00 
877 .24 
2,342.08 
*218.86 

Unit  Tax  __  _ 

State  Rehabilitation _ 

1 ,321 .00 
718.97 
418.86 

854.00 

Oteen  Nurse  Fund . . . 

Emergency  Fund — Sanford  Disaster _ 

National  Dues  . _ . 

National  Child  Welfare _ 

101 .90 
140.18 

Poppies _  - _ _  _ 

1,690.14 

550.51 

5.00 

5.00 

50.00 

Flood  Relief . . . 

Unit  Treasurer’s  Bonds  . . _ . 

Washington  Memorial  ChapeL.  _  _ 

Kate  Walker  Barrett  Fund .  _ . _ 

Total _ _ _ _ _ 

$  1,995.69 

$  lu  ,133 .92 

S  7,476.45 

$  4,653.16 

Certificate  of  Deposit. 
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RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  IN  DETAIL 
November  5,  1926,  to  August  4,  1927,  Inclusive 


General  Fund 

Receipts: 

State  Dues . . . . . 

Donations  for  Mimeograph  Machine . . . . . . 

Charter  Rolls,  Cards,  Overpayments  to  be  Refunded,  and 
Other  Miscellaneous  Receipts . 


Total  Receipts . . 

Balance  at  Beginning  of  Period. 
Total  Available  Cash _ 


Disbursements: 

Salary  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  (9  months) . 

Traveling  Expense  of  President . 

.  Traveling  Expense  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Traveling  Expense  of  Other  Officers . . 

Telephone  and  Telegraph . 

Postage . . . 

Stationery  and  Printing . 

Office  and  Other  Expense . 

Newspaper  Subscriptions . . 

Treasurer’s  Bond _ _ _ _ _ 

Purchase  of  Mimeograph _ 

United  States  Flag  Association . . . 

Refunds  and  Transfers . 


Total  Disbursements. 
Balance  at  End  of  Period _ 


Unit  Tax 

Receipts  from  Units . 

Balance  at  Beginning  of  Period . 


Total  Available  Cash. 
Disbursements . 


Balance  at  End  of  Period 


State  Rehabilitation 

Receipts  from  Units . 

Balance  at  Beginning  of  Period _ _ _ 


Total  Available  Cash. 
Disbursements: 

Paid  to  Miss  Gwaltney _ 

Paid  to  Others _ _ 


Total  Disbursements. 
Balance  at  End  of  Period _ 


1,706.50 

82.00 

76.76 


675.00 
222.94 
14.08 
21.56 
123.03 
198 .00 
185 .88 
133.38 
15.30 
10.00 
185.00 
25.00 
53.80 


1,310.00 
11 .00 


$  1,865.26 

87.61 


$  1,952.87 


1 ,862  .97 


$ 

89.90 

$ 

845 .00 

38.00 

$ 

883 .00 

None 

% 

883 .00 

$  1,552.96 

645.28 


i  2,198.24 


1 ,321 .00 


877.24 
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RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  IN  DETAI Ir-Continued 
November  5,  1926,  to  August  4,  1927,  Inclusive 


Oteen  Nurse  Fund 

Receipts  from  Units _ _ _ _ _ _ 

$  1,836.25 

1 ,224 .80 

Balance  at  Beginning  of  Period _ 

Total  Available  Cash. . . . . . 

$  3 ,061 .05 

718.97 

Disbursements  to  V.  P.  Rosseau,  Adjutant . . . 

Balance  at  End  of  Period _ _ _ 

$  2 ,342 .08 

Poppy  Sales 

Receipts  from  Units. . . . . 

$  1,830.32 

1,690.14 

Disbursements  for  Poppies  and  Expenses _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Balance  at  End  of  Period . . . . . 

$  140.18 

National  Child  Welfare 

Receipts  from  Units . . . 

$  101.90 

None 

Disbursements . . . 

Balance  at  End  of  Period . . . 

S  101.90 

Emergency  Fund — Sanford  Disaster 

Receipts . . . 

$  637 .72 

418.86 

Disbursements: 

To.  V.  P.  Rosseau,  Adjutant . . . . 

%  318.86 

100.00 

Transferred  to  Flood  Relief  Fund . 

Total  Disbursements . _ . . 

Balance  (In  Certificate  of  Deposit) . . . . 

$  218.86 

Flood  Relief 

Receipts: 

From  Units . . . 

$  450.51 

100.00 

$  550.51 

550.51 

Transferred  from  Emergency  Fund — Sanford  Disaster _ 

Total  Receipts . . . . . . . 

Disbursements . . . . . 

National  Dues 

ReceiDts _  .  __  _  _ 

$  854.00 

854.00 

Disbursements . . . . . . . . 

Unit  Treasurers’  Bonds 

Receipts... .  . . . 

$  5.00 

5.00 

Disbursements . . . . . 
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RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  IN  DETAIL — Continued 
November  5,  1926,  to  August  4,  1927,  Inclusive 


Washington  Memorial  Chavel 

Receipts  (From  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet) _ 

Disbursements . . . . . 


S 


5. 

5. 


Kate  Walter  Barrett  Fund 

Receipts  (From  Winston-Salem  Unit) . 

Disbursements . . . . . . 


$ 


50. 

50. 


COMPARISON  WITH  BUDGET 
November  5,  1926  to  August  4,  1927,  Inclusive 


Oteen  Nurse,  Child  Welfare,  and  Printing 

of  Minutes . . . 

State  Rehabilitation _ 

National  Rehabilitation . 

Secretary’s  Salary . . . 

Officers’  Traveling  Expenses  and  Con¬ 
vention  Expense . . . . 

Stationery  and  Printing . . 

Telegrams  and  Telephone _ _ 

Postage. . . . 

Miscellaneous  Expense . 

Purchase  of  Mimeograph . 

Total . . . 


Budgeted 


$  2,000.00 
1 ,500.00 
100.00 
900.00 

600.00 
200.00 
150 .00 
175.00 
300.00 
185.00 


$  6,110.00 


Expended 


S  718.97 
1,321.00 


675.00 

258.58 

185.58 
123.03 
198.00 
183.68 
185 .00 


$  3,848.84 


BalanceUn- 

expended 


$  1,281.03 
179.00 
100.00 
225.00 

341 .42 
14.42 
26.97 


116.32 


Over 


$ 


23.00 


$  2,284.16 


23.00 


9 


g  g  II  g  g 
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RECONCILIATION  WITH  BANK  OF  LEXINGTON 


As  of  August  4,  1927 


Balance  as  per  Books . . 

Less  Certificate  of  Deposit . 

Outstanding  Checks: 

No.  245  Mrs.  H.  A.  London _ 

254  National  Treasurer . 

256  Miss  Mary  A.  Ferguson. .. 

257  Mrs.  White . 

257  National  Treasurer . . 

258  Postmaster . . . 

269  Mrs.  R.  J.  Miller . 

260  National  Treasurer . 

261  V.  P.  Rosseau . 

262  Emblem  Division . . 

263  Mrs.  C.  Young . . . 

264  National  Treasurer . 

265  National  Treasurer . 

266  Emblem  Division . 

267  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt . 

268  F.  O.  Sink  Printing  House 

269  V.  P.  Rosseau. . 

270  National  Treasurer . 

271  National  Treasurer . 

272  Mrs.  Sam  Lee . 

273  News  and  Observer _ 


Deposits  in  Transit: 

July  30,  1927 _ 

July  30,  1927 _ 

August  3,  1927.. . 
August  4,  1927.. . 


4,653.16 

218.86 


.25 
5.00 
.75 
12  00 

8.50 
10.00 

2.50 
10.00 
17.33 

5.50 
75.00 
50.75 

6.60 
12.00 
1  30 
12.00 
77.57 
.50 
3.00 
13.15 
3.60 


38.58 

164.54 

181.18 

27.00 


$  4,434.30 


327.30 


4,761.60 


411.30 


$  4  ,350  30 


Balance  as  per  Bank  Statement  July  29,  1927 
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RETORT  OF  UNIT  ACTIVITIES  COMMITTEE 

Last  October  en  route  to  the  National  Convention  held  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  gave  me 
the  honor  and  responsibility  of  serving  you  as  Department  Chair¬ 
man  Unit  Activities  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

I  now  wish  to  give  an  account  of  the  work  intrusted  to  me.  I 
have  tried  to  serve  you  to  the  utmost  of  my  strength  and  ability. 
I  owe  much  of  the  success  to  the  splendid  cooperation  of  the  Units 
in  the  Department.  It  has  been  a  wonderful  privilege  to  work  with 
women  who  have  the  true  Southern  spirit  of  “Never  say  fail.” 

I  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee 
called  by  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe  at  Char¬ 
lotte.  This  meeting  was  very  helpful  and  truly  inspirational. 

Up  to  July  12,  the  time  limit  for  Unit  Activities  reports  to  be 
sent  to  our  National  Chairman,  ten  Unit  Questionnaires  have  been 
received;  at  the  request  of  our  National  Chairman,  Mrs.  Howard 
Kelly,  I  forwarded  the  two  best  Unit  reports  to  her.  A  National 
Trophy  is  to  be  awarded  to  the  Unit  sending  in  the  best  report. 
After  careful  consideration,  I  selected  Kiffin-Rockwell,  No.  2,  Ashe¬ 
ville,  N.  C.,  and  Scotland  Neck  Unit  No.  34.* 

Asheville.  They  are  always  doing  something.  Some  of  their  ac¬ 
tivities  are:  A  St.  Patrick’s  benefit  card  party  and  tea  netted 
them  $444.  Rehabiliation  work  done  by  this  Unit  $2,534.81.  Child 
Welfare,  including  parties  and  picnics  for  the  kiddies  at  Oteen 
$419.89.  Their  flood  relief  station  was  opened  just  a  few  hours 
after  the  call  from  the  Department  came  in.  In  fact,  they  sent  $25 
to  New  Orleans  Legion  relief  station  ten  days  before.  $700  worth 
of  clothing  and  $60  in  cash  was  sent  in  response  to  this  worthy 
appeal.  They  presented  $10  to  eighth  grade  students  in  High 
School  for  essay  contest.  On  Memorial  Day  they  decorated  200 
graves.  September  29  they  expect  to  install  Memorial  Chimes  in 
their  Municipal  Building. 

Scotland  Neck.  Rehabilitation  deserves  special  mention.  This 
Unit  with  a  membership  of  forty-two  did  $2,079  rehabilitation  work, 
gave  $40  to  Oteen  Nurse  Fund,  awarded  $5  to  High  School  student 
for  essay  contest. 

Winston-Salem.  I  am  sorry,  your  excellent  report  did  not  come 
in  in  time  to  be  included  in  those  sent  to  National.  Having  the 
largest  family  (meaning  membership)  in  the  Department,  I  salute 
you,  and  trust  that  you  will  continue  your  splendid  work.  This 

*The  report  of  the  Raleigh  Unit  reached  Lexington  at  such  a  late  date  that, 
in  order  for  it  to  reach  the  National  headquarters  in  time  for  consideration, 
Mrs.  Lowe  sent  it  direct  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  by  special  delivery.  It  won 
the  national  trophy. 
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Unit  awarded  three  prizes  for  membership:  First,  $50;  second,  $25; 
third,  $10.  Their  poppy  sale  deserves  special  mention,  $1,325.09  was 
realized,  next  to  the  largest  in  the  Department.  Charlotte  sold 
12,000  poppies,  realizing  $1,712  from  their  sale.  Winston-Salem 
contributed  $200  to  Oteen  Nurse  fund. 

Lexington.  Reports  they  hold  model  meetings,  $398.10  rehabilitation 
work.  $250  in  clothing  to  Mississippi  Flood  Relief.  Carnivals, 
poppy  sales,  cake  sales  and  voluntary  subscriptions  are  ways  and 
means  of  raising  funds  to  carry  on  their  work.  Guardianship  four 
children  contacted,  eyes  treated,  tonsils  removed;  also  presented 
Easter  remembrances. 

Mooresville.  They  were  anxious  to  do  their  part,  their  interest 
is  inspiring  to  me.  They  contributed  $700  worth  of  clothing  to 
Mississippi  Flood  Relief.  They  provided  shoes  and  clothing  for 
children  who  could  not  attend  school  otherwise.  They  assisted 
their  Post  with  a  Community  Christmas  Tree,  giving  500  bags  of 
goodies  to  needy  children,  also  50  baskets  to  the  needy  families. 
Awarded  $5  to  High  School  student  for  Essay  Contest.  Presented 
their  Public  School  Library  with  the  American  Legion  Monthly. 
Assisted  their  Post  in  furnishing  Hut  which  was  recently  built,  pur¬ 
chased  all  necessary  kitchen  utensils,  dishes,  silver  to  serve  150 
people,  also  piano  and  a  stand  of  colors.  We  want  to  give  credit 
where  credit  is  due  and  Mooresville  certainly  deserves  a  lot  of  it. 

Charlotte.  I  wish  it  were  possible  to  include  all  the  wonderful 
things  accomplished  by  your  Unit  in  my  report.  Time  and  space 
will  not  permit  me  to  go  int  >  detail.  However,  I  shall  endeavor 
to  give  the  outstanding  features.  This  Unit  led  in  the  Poppy  Sales; 
$396.0(5  Rehabilitation;  $600  to  Mississippi  Flood  Relief;  $250  for 
Child  Welfare  Nurse  Fund.  Splendid  Americanization  work  done 
by  Mrs.  W.  H.  Rust,  Chairman,  deserves  special  mention.  Obeserv- 
ance  of  Armistice,  Memorial  Day,  Flag  Day,  copies  of  America’s 
Creed  sent  to  every  member  of  their  Unit.  $5  donated  to  school 
for  foreign  born.  Assisted  Post  May  20th  with  putting  on  a  large 
patriotic  celebration,  commemorating  the  signing  of  the  Mecklen¬ 
burg  Declaration  of  Independence.  Excellent  prison  work  was 
done  by  this  Unit.  Program  Chairman  reports  meetings  are  being 
held  in  their  new  American  Legion  Club  and  are  well  attended. 

The  following  Units  have  sent  in  their  Questionnaires.  I  wish 
I  had  the  time  and  space  to  tell  of  their  activities  and  accomplish¬ 
ments  : 

Oxford  Lenoir 

Marion  Kings  Mountain 

Wilson  Raeford 

Leaksville  New  Bern 


N&Viondi  UnH  Acuities  Cup 


Ame,r\d^t\  U§ioi\  Auxiliary 

Presented. 

Rrs.  George  NorrU  8c  Mrs.  Ruck*  tjertar 
V/cm  bu 

R^leijk  Norik  C&rol'uv*.  Uhil  No.l 


The  national  trophy  for  the  best  unit  activities  report  of  the  United  States, 
was  awarded  at  the  Paris  convention  to  the  Raleigh  Unit,  auxiliary  to  Post 
No.  1 

1927  Officers  Raleigh  Unit  No.  l 


Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Miss 

Mrs. 

Miss 

Mrs. 


George  A.  Isley . President 

C.  O.  Abernethy . First  Vice  President 

Matt  Allen  .  Second  Vice  President 

H.  A.  Mooneyham . Recording  Secretary  and  Treasurer 

Frances  Abernethy . Corresponding  Secretary 

Sam  Smith . Chaplain 

Mattie  Higgs . Historian 

Frank  Capps . Sergeant-at-Arms 
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Sanford 

Gastonia 


Mount  Airy 

Louisburg 

Sylva 


Winston-Salem 
Lexington 
Spring  Hope 


Washington 
Chapel  Hill 
Mooresville 
Warrenton 


Concord 


Pittsboro 

Weldon 


Hendersonville 


At  the  National  Convention  held  in  Philadelphia,  I  was  highly 
honored  by  being  asked  to  serve  on  the  Unit  Activities  Committee. 
During  the  year  sent  two  bulletins  to  the  Units  of  our  department. 

Your  Chairman  is  presenting  a  trophy  of  $5  to  the  Unit  submit¬ 
ting  the  best  Unit  Activities  Report.  I  served  as  General  Chair¬ 
man  for  our  St.  Patrick’s  Card  Party,  which  was  a  great  success 
both  financially  and  socially,  realizing  $444.  It  was  also  my  pleasure 
to  serve  our  Unit  (of  which  I  was  President  for  two  years)  as 
General  Chairman  of  Entertainment  during  our  National  President’s 
visit  to  our  City.  As  a  member  of  the  Memorial  Chimes  Committee 
we  expect  to  put  on  a  drive  September  29,  the  anniversary  of  the 
breaking  of  the  Hindenburg  Line  and  place  a  beautiful  set  of 
Tubular  Chimes  in  our  new  municipal  building  and  dedicate  them 
Armistice  Day. 

To  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  and  members 
of  the  Department  Executive  Committee,  Members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  I  wish  to  express  my  deepest  appreciation  and 
gratitude  for  the  privilege  of  serving  you. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Mattie  F.  Claveb ie, 
(Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Claverie) 

Department  Chairman  Unit  Activities. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE 

The  work  of  your  Legislative  Department  has  been  this  year, 
as  in  the  past,  one  of  cooperation  with  that  of  the  American  Legion 
Legislative  Department. 

Your  Department  Chairman  watched  carefully  the  bills  that 
came  up  in  both  the  State  Legislature  and  Congress  during  the 
last  sessions  and  acted  in  several  instances  through  telegrams  to 
Congressmen  and  went  in  person  with  Mr.  Gray  the  Legion’s  Legis¬ 
lative  Department  Chairman  also  with  committees  from  the  Legion 
to  the  Legislature  to  support  the  bills  in  which  we  were  interested. 

The  two  outstanding  features  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  Legis- 
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lative  Departments  sponsored  and  saw  passed,  were,  getting  an  ap¬ 
propriation  for  the  maintenance  of  a  State  Service  Office;  and  in¬ 
troducing  the  bill  which  gives  all  Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary  mem¬ 
bers  employed  by  the  State  a  leave  of  absence  of  thirty  days  with 
pay  while  they  attend  the  Paris  Convention.  Splendid  work  has 
been  done  by  several  of  the  Units  in  our  Department  along  legis¬ 
lative  lines  not  pertaining  directly  to  the  veterans. 

The  most  important  things  the  Legislative  Department  and  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  contributed  toward  getting 
passed  in  the  last  Congress  were  the  Veterans  Loan  Act,  which  pro¬ 
vided  two  important  amendments  to  the  World  War  Adjusted  Com¬ 
pensation  Act. 

These  were  direct  government  loans  on  adjusted  service  certifi¬ 
cates,  and  suspension  of  the  bond  under  certain  circumstances  for 
the  insurance  of  duplicate  certificates. 

When  the  World  War  Veterans  Act  1924  was  enacted  three  years 
ago,  a  provision  was  slipped  into  the  bill  in  conference  which  re¬ 
quired  that  after  June  20,  1927,  any  World  War  Veteran  in  hospital 
suffering  from  a  service  connected  disability,  should  have  his  com¬ 
pensation  cut  from  $80  to  $40  a  month  if  he  were  at  that  time 
without  wife,  child  or  dependent  parent. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  we  were  able  to  get  an  amend¬ 
ment  attached  to  the  Veterans  Loan  Bill  repealing  the  $40  hospital 
pay  provision  on  the  World  War  Veteran  Act. 

By  this  action  4,300  disabled  war  veterans  in  hospitals  have  been 
saved  from  an  annual  cut  in  their  compensation  of  $2,100,000. 

Public  Law  No.  636,  approved  February  2,  1927,  amends  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Title  VIII  of  the  Revenue  Act  of  1926  by  suspending  the 
$5  tax  on  passenger  tickets  for  authorized  persons  attending  our 
Paris  Convention  in  Official  Legion  ships. 

The  enactment  of  this  law  will  save  $150,000  on  tickets  for  30,000 
Legionnaires  attending  the  Paris  Convention. 

The  defeat  of  the  Welsh  Bill  was  a  major  Legion  and  Auxiliary 
legislative  objection.  This  was  accomplished  during  the  past  ses¬ 
sion  of  Congress. 

There  are  many  problems  in  legislation  yet  to  be  solved.  Let 
us  always  stand  ready  to  give  real  service  to  the  disabled  and  the 
ex-service  men,  who  stand  for  God  and  Country,  through  our  deeds 
and  legislative  powers  and  ever  go  forward  with  the  American 
Legion. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  E.  Clarence  Judd, 
Legislative  Chairman. 
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RETORT  OF  COOPERATION  COMMITTEE 
Madam  President,  Officers,  Auxiliary  Members  and  Visitors: 

As  Department  Chairman  of  the  Cooperation  Committee,  I  find 
from  the  reports  that  have  been  made  to  me  through  the  co¬ 
operation  of  chairmen  of  the  different  units  the  most  gratifying 
results. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  marked  with  a  willingness 
to  cooperate  with  all  civic  and  patriotic  movements  and  organi¬ 
zations,  and  as  the  name  implies  the  first  cooperative  work  is  with 
the  Legion.  The  following  is  a  list  taken  from  the  different  reports, 
which  shows  the  wide  field  open  to  all  of  us  from  which  to  choose 
for  the  coming  year’s  work. 

Twenty-six  Units  report  cooperating  with  their  post  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  In  observing  holidays,  namely  May  30,  (Memorial  Day) 
July  4  and  November  11  (Armistice  Day).  In  poppy  sales,  picnics, 
serving  dinners,  district  meetings,  put  on  show  “Men  of  Purpose’’ 
and  made  a  float,  joint  meeting,  home  talent  plays,  membership 
drives,  sale  of  tickets  for  Chautauqua  minstrel,  dedicating  stadium, 
furnished  shades  for  log  cabin,  indoor  circus,  helped  raise  funds 
for  local  monument,  gave  $100  to  assist  in  civic  work,  gave  50 
per  cent  of  poppy  sales,  assisted  post  in  giving  a  community  Christ¬ 
mas  tree  by  giving  500  bags  to  needy  children  and  50  baskets  to 
needy  families. 

Twenty^six  Units  report  having  cooperated  with  the  following 
organizations  besides  the  Legion:  Red  Cross,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  D.  A.  R., 
civic  leagues,  church  organizations,  Woman’s  Club,  Parent  Teachers’ 
Associations,  Memorial  Associations,  Kiwanis  clubs,  Rotary  clubs, 
county  welfare  boards.  Associated  Charities,  War  Mothers,  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  D.  A.  V.,  League  of  women  voters,  Salvation  Army, 
Veterans’  Bureau,  Civic  Committees. 

Cooperation  with  these  different  organizations  was  done  in  the 
following  ways:  Raising  money  for  school  work,  helping  to  buy 
a  new  curtain  for  high  school  auditorium,  giving  books  to  school 
libraries,  helping  pay  for  Woman’s  Club  house,  raising  funds  for 
Mississippi  flood  sufferers,  (Scotland  Neck  Unit  helped  collect  $1,755 
worth  of  clothes  for  flood  sufferers),  Red  Cross  Roll  Call,  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
drives,  Community  Chest,  planting  memorial  trees,  helped  Kiwanis 
and  Woman’s  Club  in  effort  to  get  a  new  hospital,  helped  merchants 
in  sales  days,  fashion  shows  and  a  cotton  tea,  gave  a  dance  for  all 
ex-service  men  and  their  families,  sale  of  tuberculosis  seals,  forget- 
me-not  sales. 

Nineteen  Auxiliaries  are  willing  to  have  joint  poppy  sales  and 
divide  proceeds  fifty-fifty  with  their  post  the  coming  year,  three 
units  are  not  willing  to  this. 
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One  reports  post  buys  the  poppies,  the  Auxiliary  sells  them  and 
keeps  all  the  proceeds.  One  unit  is  willing  to  divide,  but  feels 
the  Unit  uses  the  money  to  the  best  possible  advantage.  Two 
reports  post  favors  Auxiliary  handling  poppy  money  as  all  welfare 
cases  are  referred  to  Auxiliary  by  the  post.  Four  units  do  not 
report  on  this. 

Total  number  of  Auxiliaries  reporting,  31. 

All  this  means  cooperation  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word.  Each 
day  opens  a  new  door  through  which  we  may  enter  the  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews, 

Chairman. 

The  report  of  Constitution  committee  was  given  at  the  time 
of  Special  Committee’s  reports  in  a  second  day  session. 


REPORT  OF  HEREDITARY  COMMITTEE 

(As  contained  in  a  message  of  regret  from  the  chairman  that  she 
could  not  be  present  at  the  Convention.) 

Certainly  wish  that  I  could  be  with  you  at  Washington,  but  at 
present  I  see  no  possil*e  chance  of  doing  so.  However,  my  heart 
and  best  wishes  are  with  you  in  whatever  you  undertake. 

I  have  no  report  to  make  on  my  hereditary  work,  as  I  have  had 
no  instructions  from  National,  but  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  making 
the  organization  a  hereditary  one,  for  I  feel  that  it  is  a  grand 
and  noble  work  we  are  doing,  and  when  the  present  workers  are 
gone,  we  must  have  others  to  “carry  on”  for  the  “harvest”  will 
still  “be  ripe”  and  laborers  will  be  needed. 

“Heaven  is  not  reached  at  a  single  bound, 

But  we  build  the  ladder  by  which  we  rise, 

From  the  lowly  earth  to  the  vaulted  skies, 

And  we  mount  its  ladder  round  by  round.” 

I  feel  that  we  have  mounted  high,  but  our  goal  will  not  be 
reached,  till  every  bit  of  work  it  done. 

With  best  wishes  for  a  successful  convention,  I  am 

Sincerely, 

Eva  M.  Young, 
Hereditary  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  MEMORIALS  COMMITTEE 

Dear  Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary : 

As  Chairman  of  Memorial  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

During  the  three  years  I  have  served  as  your  chairman  my  ob¬ 
jective  has  been  twofold:  to  have  Memorial  Day,  sacred  to  the 
hearts  of  all  true  Americans,  fittingly  observed,  and  to  increase  the 
number  of  memorials  erected  or  dedicated  to  the  valor  of  our 
veterans  and  nurses. 

With  the  help  of  the  Unit  Presidents  and  chairmen  who  have 
labored  to  promote  their  work  we  have  achieved  some  measure  of 
success. 

I  have  received  most  interesting  reports  from  thirty-three  of  the 
various  units. 

Oh  Mother’s  Day  an  increased  number  of  units  remembered  the 
boys  at  Oteen  with  flowers  and  stamped  “Mother’s  Day”  cards  for 
their  use.  Some  checks  and  boxes  were  also  sent. 

Practically  all  units  in  conjunction  with  their  posts  held  im¬ 
pressive  and  beautiful  services  honoring  the  memory  of  those  for 
whom  we  observe  Memorial  Day.  Flowers  were  strewn  and  flags 
placed  on  the  graves  of  the  World  War  dead.  Numbers  of  emblem 
markers  were  also  placed. 

The  number  of  memorials  erected  is  essentially  gratifying  in  so 
far  as  they  are  a  realization  of  a  cherished  dream  of  service. 

The  Memorial  Stadium  of  Greensboro,  suggested,  urged,  planned 
and  dedicated  by  the  Harry  K.  Burtner  Post  and  its  Auxiliary  Unit, 
is  a  living  memorial  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  youth  of  the 
state. 

In  like  manner  the  Wayne  County  Memorial  Community  Build¬ 
ing  at  Goldsboro,  “A  living  tribute  from  a  grateful  people  to  the 
men  of  Wayne  who  served  and  died  for  liberty” — serves  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Other  memorials  of  service  listed  are: 

Sylva’s  drinking  fountain  on  the  courthouse  square;  Warrenton’s 
library;  the  Memorial  Cemetery  plots  in  Durham  and  Charlotte; 
the  electric  lights  on  the  Tar  River  bridge  at  Spring  Hope;  and 
the  flagstaffs  in  Charlotte  and  Winston-Salem.  Pittsboro,  Wash¬ 
ington,  Kinston,  Louisburg,  New  Bern  and  Durham  have  started 
funds  for  memorials.  Asheville  will  signalize  September  9,  the 
date  of  the  breaking  of  the  Hindenburg  line,  by  staging  a  cam¬ 
paign  for  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  to  install  chimes  in  the  new 
Municipal  building. 

Spring  Hope  planted  trees  along  the  highway.  Those  units  plant¬ 
ing  crepe  myrtle  trees  (Snow  Hill  being  the  only  one  reporting 


138 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


such  this  year)  will  be  rewarded  in  the  years  to  come  by  a  delirium 
of  prodigal  beauty  and  the  grateful  appreciation  of  every  passerby. 

The  black  shadow  of  death  is  never  lifted.  It  is  with  sorrow  I 
record  the  passing  of  some  of  our  most  valued  members,  among 
them  our  own  beloved  Mrs.  Fannie  Ransom  Williams.  Tribute  was 
paid  the  memory  of  these  at  the  memorial  service  in  joint  session 
with  the  Legion  yesterday  morning. 

With  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  the  unity  of  interest  and 
spirit  of  cooperation  manifested  by  my  co-workers  this  report  is 
respectfully  submitted. 


Ethel  DuRant  Lasitter, 
(Mrs.  Mark  C.  Lasitter) 
Memorials  Chairman. 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


139 


in  Jflemoriam 

CLYDE  BOLLERY  UNIT . Winston-Salem 

Miss  Helen  Shore 

Mrs.  Agnes  Rockwell  Hayes 

Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Miller 

Mrs.  Frank  England 

ROBERT  B.  ANDERSON  UNIT . 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Gladding 

Mrs.  John  S.  Adkins,  Jr. 

. Wilson 

RALEIGH  UNIT . 

Mrs.  N.  M.  West 

. Raleigh 

JAMBES  UNIT . 

Mrs.  Georgia  T.  Boddie 

...Louisburg 

WILKES  COUNTY  UNIT . North 

Miss  Bess  Cameron  Finley 

Wilkesboro 

KIFFIN  ROCKWELL  UNIT . 

Mrs.  George  Shuford,  Jr. 

. Asheville 

HENRY  K.  BURTNER  UNIT . 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Stamey 

.Greensboro 

WILLIAM  SHAW  UNIT . 

Mrs.  0.  P.  Mohorn 

. Weldon 
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OTIS  D.  GREEN  UNIT . Kings  Mountain 

Mrs.  Andrew  K.  Falls 

FUQUAY  SPRINGS  UNIT . Fuquay  Springs 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Thompson 

DAMERSON  HAWKINS  UNIT . New  Bern 

Mrs.  Thomas  Daniels 

DURHAM  UNIT . Durham 

Mrs.  Thomas  Leary 

SCOTLAND  NECK  UNIT . Scotland  Neck 

Miss  Gertrude  Dunn 

NEWTON  UNIT . Newton 

Mrs.  Fannie  Ransom  Williams 

HORNETS  NEST  UNIT . Charlotte 

Mrs.  Albert  Ezell 

HURST-TURNER  UNIT . Statesville 

Mrs.  Jean  Caldwell 

“There  is  no  death!  An  angel  form 


Walks  o’er  the  earth  with  silent  tread; 
He  bears  our  best  loved  things  away; 
And  then  we  call  them  ‘dead.’ 

He  leaves  our  hearts  all  desolate; 

He  plucks  our  fairest,  sweetest  flowers; 
Transplanted  into  bliss,  they  now 
Adorn  immortal  bowers.” 
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REPORT  OF  GOLD  STAR  COMMITTEE 

Madam  President,  Members  of  the  Auxiliary,  Legionnaires  and 
Honored  Guests: 

In  presenting  my  report  as  State  Chairman  of  the  Gold  Star 
Committee,  may  I  say,  first  of  all,  that  I  consider  it  the 
highest  honor  that  this  organization  can  confer — that  of  represent¬ 
ing  this  Department?  And  while  there  may  seem  little,  in  one 
sense,  that  this  department  can  accomplish,  yet  what  more  important 
than  to  preserve  and  keep  alive  the  spirit  and  memory  of  that  valiant 
host  who  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  that  the  world  be  made  safe 
for  democracy;  to  honor  the  mothers  who  stood  in  spirit  behind 
those  front  lines;  the  wives  and  daughters  who  bravely  put  back 
their  tears  and  worked  with  zealous  hands  for  the  comfort  and  cheer 
of  the  loved  ones  in  camps  and  over  seas? 

It  is  the  high  privilege  of  this  Department  to  keep  a  record  of 
the  mothers,  wives  and  daughters,  who,  without  murmur  gave  their 
loved  ones  during  the  four  years  of  the  world’s  greatest  tragedy. 
Today  we  honor  them  and  pray  that  in  the  proud  heritage,  which 
is  theirs,  God  will  so  use  them,  and  their  posterity  in  spreading 
the  gospel  of  peace  that  war  shall  be  no  more  and  the  sacrifice  of 
those  they  loved,  will  not  have  been  in  vain. 

The  War  Mothers  and  Gold  Star  Mothers  stand  for  World  Peace 
and  Good  Will.  When  that  splendid  and  courageous  young  man, 
Charles  Lindbergh,  dropped  from  the  sky  into  the  heart  of  France 
he  was  greeted  as  no  warrior  ever  was — he  was  an  ambassador  of 
peace.  What  a  splendid  message  he  brought  back!  “I  bring  a 
message  of  Good-will  from  the  people  of  the  Old  World.” 

Shall  America  fail  in  doing  her  part  to  bring  about  this  glorious 
end?  The  mothers,  wives  and  daughters  pray  that  she  will  not. 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Baugham, 

Gold  Star  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  EMBLEM  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Chas.  W.  Young,  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary,  Lexington,  N.  C. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Young:  I  have  only  heard  from  the  two  following 
Auxiliaries  regarding  their  emblem  work: 

The  Gastonia  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  has  a  stand 
of  colors  consisting  of  a  United  States  Flag  and  a  unit  Banner. 
The  members  of  their  unit  have  also  bought  emblems.  The  grave 
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of  each  world  war  veterans  in  Gaston  County  has  been  marked 
with  a  suitable  marker.  This  Unit  together  with  the  war  mothers 
and  the  Gastonia  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  planning  to  plant  a 
memorial  avenue  on  the  Wilkinson  Boulevard  at  an  early  date  and 
to  put  tree  markers  bearing  the  name  of  each  man  and  woman  in 
service  from  Gaston  County. 

The  High  Point  Auxiliary,  Andrew  Jackson  Post  87,  has  seventeen 
graves  marked  with  American  Legion  Emblems  (Bronze).  Four¬ 
teen  of  these  were  placed  on  the  graves  last  year  and  the  other 
three  this  year. 

Yours  truly, 

Mrs.  David  T.  Yow. 

DEPARTMENT  POPPY  REPORT  FOR  1927 
(Statistics) 

Department — North  Carolina. 

Number  of  poppies  made  by  disabled  service  men  in  other  states 
78,800. 

Number  of  poppies  made  by  Units  (Material  from  National). 

Small  poppies  .  14,000 

Large  poppies  .  2,500 

Total  profits  from  poppy  sale . $  9,577.31  +  $48.00=$9,625.31 

How  divided: 

Legion  Posts  .  1,469.46 

Department  Service  Fund .  3,877.35 

National  Child  Welfare .  218.71 

Unit  Service  Fund .  4,011.79+  48.00=  4,059.79 

Since  the  poppy  was  chosen  by  the  National  organization  of  the 
American  Legion  as  a  Memorial  flower,  Poppy  Day  has  become  one 
of  the  most  important  dates  of  the  year.  No  other  day  brings  us 
such  an  opportunity  and  obligation.  The  day  was  set  aside  pri¬ 
marily  for  honoring  the  dead  but  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  have 
carried  the  idea  still  further,  realizing  that  the  living  should  also  be 
served.  We,  in  these  organizations  know  the  work  we  are  doing; 
on  Poppy  Day  we  are  privileged  to  remind  others  of  the  service  we 
are  rendering.  As  the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  poppies  is 
used  for  welfare  work  we  should  push  our  sales  to  the  limit. 
In  our  eagerness  for  financial  success,  however,  we  must  not  forget 
the  sacred  purpose  of  the  day,  keeping  always  the  sentiment  of  the 
poppy  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  our  buying  public. 
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The  number  of  poppies  sent  out  to  the  Units  from  Department 
Headquarters  was  not  as  great  as  in  1926,  yet  we  may  consider  the 
sale  as  the  most  successful  we  have  ever  had.  78,800  ready-made 
poppies  and  materials  for  14,000  were  distributed  to  the  Units  and 
Posts.  In  addition  to  these  several  Units  reported  making  the  large 
poppies,  altogether  amounting  to  2,500  which  brings  the  total  up  to 
95,300.  From  this  number  of  poppies  we  have  realized  a  profit  of 
$9,577.31 — this  being  $1,566.61  more  than  last  year.  From  the 
profits  Legion  Posts  received  $1,469.46.  The  Legion  has  shown  a 
very  fine  spirit  in  allowing  the  Auxiliary  to  take  charge  of  the 
Poppy  Program,  in  most  cases  asking  for  no  part  of  the  profits. 
Units  paid  into  the  National  Child  Welfare  Fund  $218.71.  The  De¬ 
partment  Service  Fund  amounted  to  $3,877.35,  part  of  which  will  be 
used  in  keeping  the  Child  Welfare  nurse  at  Oteen  and  part  to  Miss 
Gwaltney  for  her  rehabilitation  work  among  our  boys.  The  reports 
show  $4,011.79  left  in  the  Unit  treasuries  and  the  Chairmen  have 
specified  that  it  is  to  be  used  for  their  wards  at  Oteen  or  for  the 
benefit  of  local  needs. 

It  was  with  pride  that  I  give  this  excellent  report  which  was 
made  possible  through  the  cooperation  and  loyalty  of  the  Units. 
On  account  of  rain  in  practically  all  sections  of  the  state,  Poppy 
Day  was  observed  under  adverse  conditions.  Some  of  the  reports 
said  “Our  faithful  women  could  not  be  daunted  by  the  weather.” 
Time  does  not  permit  me  to  tell  of  the  splendid  work  of  all  the 
individual  Units.  To  the  Henderson  Unit  goes  the  award  for  the 
greatest  percentage  increase  in  sales  over  1926.  Mrs.  James  W. 
Jenkins,  Poppy  Chairman  of  the  Unit  said:  “Our  sales  were  put  on 
in  a  very  intensive  manner  and  we  feel  repaid  for  our  efforts.  We 
cleared  $200.11  against  $21.25  last  year.”  All  the  Units  are  to  be 
commended  for  their  publicity  campaigns.  Result  sprove  that 
their  efforts  have  been  worth  while. 

Our  Department  had  the  honor  of  a  visit  from  Mrs.  Macauley,  the 
National  President,  on  Poppy  Day.  She  has  done  so  much  for  the 
National  Poppy  program  we  were  fortunate  in  having  her  with  us 
at  that  time.  We  gained  from  our  contact  with  her  a  greater  vision 
of  service. 

My  report  would  not  be  complete  without  an  expression  of  ap¬ 
preciation  to  all  who  have  helped  make  our  Poppy  Program  a  suc¬ 
cess.  Mr.  Younts,  State  Commander  of  the  American  Legion  and 
Mr.  Rosseau,  Adjutant  have  given  us  their  full  cooperation.  They 
were  responsible  for  a  number  of  orders  coming  to  us  from  their 
Posts.  Mrs.  Donna  Akin,  National  Poppy  Director,  has  been  ever 
ready  to  help  with  advice  and  instructive  bulletins.  To  the  Dis- 
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trict  Committeewomen,  Department  Chairmen,  and  Officers  who 
have  given  their  support  I  tender  my  thanks. 

It  has  been  a  real  joy  to  serve  as  Poppy  Chairman  with  Mrs. 
Lowe,  our  Department  President  and  Mrs.  Young,  our  Department 
Secretary.  I  am  proud  to  have  been  a  member  of  their  official 
family. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Fay  P.  Beaman, 
Department  Poppy  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  TROPHIES  AND  AWARDS  COMMITTEE 

You  should  feel  exceedingly  proud  if  you  have  given  a  trophy  or 
an  award.  You  should  take  great  pride  in  the  fact  that  your  unit 
has  given  one. 

This  branch  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  very  important. 
It  has  a  far  reaching  influence  in  the  schools  of  North  Carolina. 
In  turning  the  children’s  minds  toward  patriotism,  we  are  training 
the  parents  of  the  future  generation. 

The  importance  of  giving  individual  trophies  and  awards  cannot 
be  stressed  too  greatly. 

Membership  Trophy  No.  1 

A  silver  loving  cup  will  be  awarded  by  the  Department  to  the  Unit 
having  gained  the  highest  percentage  over  former  membership  by 
August  1. 

Membership  Trophy  No.  2 

A  silver  cup  will  be  awarded  by  the  Department  to  the  Unit  having 
the  largest  number  of  new  members  by  August  1. 

District  Membership  Award 

A  token  of  personal  appreciation  will  be  presented  by  Mrs.  John 
T.  Lowe  to  the  District  Committeewoman  whose  district  is  the 
first  to  enroll  a  membership  equal  to  that  of  1926. 

Caroline  Settle  Wilkes  Trophy 

A  silver  trophy  will  be  awarded  by  Mr.  J.  Renwick  Wilkes  in 
memory  of  Mrs.  Wilkes,  past  president,  to  the  Unit  having  the 
greatest  percentage  of  attendance  at  the  regular  monthly  meetings 
during  the  fiscal  year,  based  on  the  membership  of  the  former 
year  until  that  membership  has  been  exceeded  by  a  greater  mem¬ 
bership.  This  trophy  is  to  be  awarded  annually  at  the  time  of  the 
State  Convention. 
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Americanization  Prize 

Twenty  dollars  in  gold  was  awarded  by  Mrs.  Charles  Dunn  to 
a  member  of  the  tenth  grade  in  the  public  schools  of  North  Carolina 
who  wrote  the  best  essay  on  the  subject  “An  American  Citizen’s 
Duty  to  his  Country.” 

Poppy  Prize 

Five  dollars  in  gold  offered  by  Mrs.  Homer  Beaman  to  the 
Unit  making  the  greatest  percentage  increase  in  poppy  sales  over 
last  year. 

Unit  Activities  Prize 

Five  dollars  in  gold  is  offered  by  Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie  to  the 
Unit  submitting  the  best  report  on  Unit  Activities  for  the  year. 

Historian's  Award 

A  large  scrap  book  will  be  awarded  the  unit  sending  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  the  evening  before  the  the  opening  session,  the  best  filled 
scrap  book  with  press  accounts  of  its  own  Unit  meetings,  other 
Unit  meetings  and  Department  and  National  Legion  Auxiliary 
news. 

Scotland  Neck  Unit 

Five  dollars  in  gold  to  local  High  School  pupil  writing  the  best 
essay  on  “America’s  Part  in  the  World  War.” 

Joseph  Dixon  Rountree  Unit 

A  medal  to  the  girl  in  the  Eighth  Grade  of  the  Public  Schools 
of  Kinston  who  writes  the  best  paper  on  “Americanization.” 

Fourth  District  Prize 

Five  dollars  in  gold  is  offered  by  Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry  to  the  Unit 
of  her  District  that  first  enrolls  a  membership  equal  to  that  of 
1926. 

Ninth  District  Prize 

A  Trophy  offered  by  Miss  Ona  Choate  to  the  units  of  her  district. 

Raleigh  Unit  No.  1 

Five  dollar  gold  piece  for  the  best  essay  on  “The  Citizen  Soldier 
at  Home  During  the  World  War.” 

Silver  cup  to  be  awarded  the  school  for  best  essay  on  “American¬ 
ism,”  with  individual  trophy  for  writer. 
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James  Hudnall  Unit,  Leaksville-Spray 

Two  awards  were  presented  to  High  School  students  for  best 
essay  on  “Americanism.” 

Chatham  Unit,  Pittsboro 

Presented  a  medal  to  a  girl  in  the  eighth  grade  in  Pittsboro. 

Lee  County  Unit,  Sanford 

Presented  a  medal  in  Sanford  School. 

Presented  an  award  for  membership. 

Clyde  Boiling  Unit,  Winston-Salem 

Presented  an  award  for  membership. 

Dounerson  Hawkins  Unit,  New  Bern 

Presented  an  award  for  selling  poppies. 

Kijfin-Rockwell  Unit,  Asheville 

Ten  dollars  in  gold  was  presented  for  the  best  oration  on  “What 
America  Means  to  us  as  a  Republic.”  It  was  won  by  a  girl  in  Hall- 
Fletcher  High  School. 

Presented  a  handsome  flag  to  the  Rose  Hill  High  School. 

Robert  B.  Anderson  Unit,  Wilson 

Presented  a  school  medal. 

Hornets  Nest  Unit,  Charlotte 

Ten  dollars  in  gold  for  selling  largest  number  of  tickets  for  food 
show  sponsored  by  Unit.  Proceeds  helped  in  carrying  on  rehabilita¬ 
tion  work. 

Wilder  Q.  Gresham  Unit,  Mooresville 

Presented  five  dollars  in  gold  for  the  best  essay  written  by  a 
High  School  student  on  “North  Carolina’s  Contribution  to  the 
World  War.” 

Hurst-Turner  Unit,  Statesville 

Five  dollars  in  gold  to  the  one  securing  the  largest  number  of  new 
members. 

A  larger  number  of  trophies  and  awards  were  given  this  year  than 
ever  before. 

Begin  to  work  as  soon  as  possible  on  your  unit,  so  that  in  1928 
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the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  in  North  Carolina  will  have  a 
hundred  per  cent  of  the  units  on  the  honor  roll  of  trophies  and 
awards,  besides  a  great  number  of  individual  awards. 

Mrs.  Hunt  Parker. 

Your  president  has  received  a  card  from.  Mrs.  Cuthbert 
Martin,  prison  chairman — a  characteristic  card. 

REPORT  OF  PRISON  ACTIVITIES 

Evanston,  III. 

I’m  way  up  here — been  away  in  New  York  and  Chicago  nearly 
three  months.  Will  not  be  able  to  attend  convention.  Oh!  so  sorry. 
Love  to  all  my  loves.  Haven’t  written  a  report. 

Bessie  M. 

Mrs.  Martin  says  she  feels  the  work  is  a  delicate  subject  for  dis¬ 
cussion.  She  was  able  to  give  much  comfort  and  aid  to  prisoners 
in  Wilmington. 


REPORT  OF  MUSIC  ACTIVITIES 

Mrs.  Cora  Cox  Lucas,  Department  chairman  of  Music,  also  wired 
regrets  and  greetings.  She  has  submitted  no  report,  but  Mrs.  Lucas 
has  issued  a  bulletin  urging  the  units  to  use  the  National  anthem 
and  patriotic  music  on  all  appropriate  occasions — to  make  their 
programs  more  attractive.  She  suggested  a  list  of  songs  that  might 
well  be  used. 


REPORT  OF  FIDAC  ACTIVITIES 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Spruill,  Fidac  Chairman,  tendered  her  resignation. 
As  the  executive  committee  did  not  meet  thereafter  until  Convention, 
this  resignation  received  no  action.  And  as  no  special  request  was 
made  at  National  headquarters,  there  is  no  report. 

REPORT  OF  PUBLICITY  ACTIVITIES 

Miss  Mary  Trice,  chairman  of  publicity,  has  effectively  brought 
before  the  public  the  activities  of  the  administration.  This  has  been 
done  in  such  a  way  as  to  keep  alive  interest  and  desire  to  promote 
the  ideals  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  We  are  indebted 
to  the  Associated  Press  and  publishers  of  local  papers  for  their 
splendid  cooperation. 
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Announcement  was  made  that  the  Legion  had  asked  the 
Auxiliary  to  come  over  about  four  o’clock  for  a  joint  installation 
of  officers.  This  necessitated  brief  procedure  as  the  time  had 
very  nearly  arrived. 

Mrs.  W.  O.  Spencer  made  a  report  on  changes  in  the  con¬ 
stitution  for  second  consideration.  She  stated:  “You  have 
heard  them  and  understand  them  and  have  been  allowed  time 
for  discussion.  A  motion  is  in  order  that  we  vote  on  the  changes 
in  the  constitution.” 

The  motion  was  made,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  changes 
he  accepted  by  vote  as  a  whole. 

The  nominating  committee  was  called  to  make  their  report. 

The  Nominating  Committee  presented  the  following  names 
for  Department  officers : 

For  President . Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  Winston-Salem. 

For  First  Vice  President . Mrs.  George  Isley,  Raleigh 

For  Second  Vice  President . Mrs.  Hannah  Bonner,  Washington 

For  Historian . . Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Raleigh 

For  Chaplain . Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Mooresville 

National  Committeewoman . Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington 

Alternate  Committeewoman . Mrs.  Harry  Vass 

Mrs.  Justice,  the  second  vice  president,  was  asked  to  take  the 
chair  while  the  vote  was  being  taken. 

Before  the  Nominating  Committee’s  report  was  accepted  the 
question  was  asked,  can  one  person  hold  two  offices,  and  there¬ 
fore  would  Mrs.  Yass  be  eligible  as  president  and  alternate 
committeewoman  ? 

A  nomination  of  Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie  for  alternate  commit¬ 
teewoman  was  made  and  seconded. 

Mrs.  Yass:  Is  it  in  order  for  me  to  say  something?  I  sup¬ 
pose  it  depends  on  what  I  say.  I  want  to  say  to  this  convention 
that  Mrs.  Claverie  has  been  one  of  the  outstanding  workers  in 
this  Auxiliary.  We  have  never  had  nominations  from  the  floor, 
and  I  would  like  very  much  for  the  Nominating  Committee  to 
release  me  and  consider  Mrs.  Claverie,  because  I  think  she  is  one 
of  the  people  in  North  Carolina  who  deserves  to  be  considered 
by  this  convention. 
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Mrs.  Claverie  :  I  appreciate  that  very  much,  but  I  think  it 
should  remain  as  the  Nominating  Committee  has  reported. 

Miss  Lee  :  May  I  say  a  word  ?  The  Constitution  provides 
that  no  one  shall  be  eligible  to  be  elected  National  Executive 
Committeewoman  or  Alternate  Committeewoman  who  has  not 
first  served  as  a  Departmental  officer.  It  is  not  that  I  am  op¬ 
posed  to  Mrs.  Claverie  or  any  one  else,  but  that  is  the  constitu¬ 
tion.  I  move  that  we  accept  the  report  of  the  Nominating 
Committee. 

Motion  seconded  by  Mrs.  Miller. 

Mrs.  Claverie  :  I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Nominating 
Committee  be  accepted  as  a  whole. 

Motion  seconded,  and  carried. 

Mrs.  Charles  Young,  the  secretary,  directed  by  the  parliamen¬ 
tarian,  cast  the  vote  of  the  body  and  declared  the  nominees  as 
named  by  the  nominating  committee  elected. 

Mrs.  Lowe,  resuming  the  chair,  called  for  the  ratification  of 
the  names  of  the  District  Committeewomen. 

The  following  names  were  announced  by  Mrs.  Young  and 
thereupon  received  a  unanimous  vote : 

DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMEN 


District  No.  1 . Mrs.  J.  B.  Kittrell,  Greenville 

District  No.  2 . Mrs.  R.  S.  McGahay,  Kinston 

District  No.  3 . Mrs.  Raymond  Pollock,  New  Bern 

District  No.  4 . Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  Louisburg 

District  No.  5 . Mrs.  V.  Ben  White,  Greensboro 

District  No.  6 . 

District  No.  7 . Mrs.  Gordon  Finley,  North  Wilkesboro 

District  No.  8 . Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson,  Statesville 

District  No.  9 . Miss  Ona  Choate,  Charlotte 

District  No.  10 . Mrs.  J.  M.  Gudger,  Asheville 


Announcement  was  made  that  as  there  wTas  no  representative 
present  the  vacancy  of  the  Sixth  District  would  be  filled  by  the 
Department  Executive  Committee. 

Attention  was  called  by  Mrs.  Claverie  to  the  fact  that  Mrs. 
Gudger  had  already  served  two  years  in  succession  as  District 
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Committeewoman,  so  the  name  of  Mrs.  Chandley  was  presented 
for  Tenth  District  Committeewoman  and  was  accepted  by  vote 
of  the  Convention. 

Nominations  for  delegates  to  the  National  Convention  at 
Paris  were  called  for  and  the  following  were  nominated  from 
the  floor : 

Mrs.  Walter  Craven,  Charlotte 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Witherspoon,  Greensboro 
Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  Winston-Salem 
Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Lexington 
Mrs.  Stickney  Boyd,  Wilson 
Miss  Frances  Abernethy,  Raleigh 
Miss  Ona  Choate,  Charlotte 
Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington 
Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Hickory 
Mrs.  Albert  L.  Cox,  Raleigh 

Upon  motion,  duly  seconded,  the  nominations  were  ordered 
closed. 

Mrs.  Lowe  stated  that,  counting  Miss  Annie  Lee,  the  national 
executive  committeewoman,  who  was  entitled  to  go  as  a  delegate, 
there  was  one  name  too  many,  and  time  would  not  permit  cast¬ 
ing  a  ballot,  so  she  would  like  to  withdraw  her  name  as  a  dele¬ 
gate,  hoping  to  become  an  alternate  and  wishing  the  name  of 
Mrs.  Cox  as  wife  of  the  Legion  Commander  to  remain.  This 
received  consent  and  the  remaining  names  were  elected  delegates. 

The  following  were  nominated  from  the  floor  and  duly  elected 
as  alternates: 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Lexington 
Mrs.  R.  E.  Gibbons,  Winston-Salem 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Ross,  High  Point 
Mrs.  J.  K.  Slear,  Charlotte 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Rouse,  New  Bern 
Mrs.  Hubert  L.  Olive,  Lexington 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Choate,  Salisbury 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Baugham,  Washington 
Miss  Marie  Edwards,  Sanford 
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Pages  were  asked  to  distribute  the  printed  report  of  Miss 
Minnie  Gwaltney,  Rehabilitation  chairman,  while  Mrs.  Yass 
made  the  following  announcement :  “There  is  a  rule  that  we 
hold  an  Executive  Committee  meeting  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  an  election.  I  am  asking  that  the  newly  elected  officers, 
district  committeewomen,  Miss  Gwaltney  and  Mrs.  Spencer  have 
dinner  with  me  in  the  Parish  House.  Mrs.  Burt  has  something 
to  say  at  this  time. 

Mrs.  Burt  :  It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  our  retiring  Pres¬ 
ident  with  the  Past  President’s  ribbon,  and  to  present  to  you 
Mrs.  Lowe,  also  with  a  Past  President’s  pin,  in  loving  recogni¬ 
tion  of  all  you  have  done  for  the  disabled  and  for  the  Auxiliary 
this  past  year.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  Lowe:  I  have  already  thanked  you  for  the  privilege  of 
service  that  this  organization  affords.  I  wish  I  could  have  done 
more.  I  have  not  finished  working  yet.  Call  on  me  and  I  will 
do  all  I  can  for  the  future  administrations. 

Mrs.  Hunt  Parker  was  recognized  by  the  chair  and  announced 
the  following  awards : 

The  first  award  is  the  Membership  Trophy  No.  1,  a  silver 
loving  cup  to  be  presented  by  the  Department  to  the  Unit  having 
gained  the  highest  percentage  over  former  membership  by 
August  1.  This  has  been  won  by  the  Henderson  Unit.  They 
have  a  gain  of  175  per  cent  over  last  year.  (Applause.) 

Henderson  Member:  We  will  go  back  with  a  great  deal  of 
pride  and  pleasure  with  the  knowledge  that  we  have  won  it,  and 
will  strive  to  do  still  better  next  year. 

Mrs.  Parker:  The  next  trophy  is  the  Membership  Cup  No. 
2,  and  this  has  been  won  by  Winston-Salem  for  the  greatest 
number  of  new  members  in  this  year.  They  have  154  new  mem¬ 
bers.  This  is  the  third  time  they  have  won  the  cup,  and  they 
keep  it  forever. 

Winston-Salem  Member:  We  would  like  to  say  that  Mrs. 
William  Graves  has  been  largely  responsible  for  having  to  our 
credit  this  large  number  of  new  members  this  year. 

Mrs.  Parker  :  The  next  award  is  the  district  membership 
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award,  given  by  Mrs.  Lowe,  and  I  will  ask  that  Mrs.  Lowe 
present  that. 

Mrs.  Lowe:  The  District  Committeewoman  who  was  the 
first  to  exceed  the  1926  membership  happens  not  to  be  present, 
so  I  will  have  to  send  this  little  token  to  her.  It  is  only  a  little 
gold  Auxiliary  pin,  which  goes  to  Mrs.  Raymond  Pollock  of 
New  Bern.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  Parker:  The  next  award  is  the  Poppy  prize,  that  is 
given  by  Mrs.,  Homer  Beaman,  chairman  of  the  Poppy  Sale,  and 
has  been  won  by  Henderson.  Henderson  sold  last  year  $21.25 ; 
this  year  $211.  (Applause.) 

Henderson  Member  :  Henderson  is  gratified  to  get  one  prize, 
and  just  overcome  to  get  two,  but  this  makes  us  more  ambitious 
to  come  back  next  year  and  get  more. 

Mrs.  Parker:  Next  is  report  on  Unit  Activities,  given  by 
Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie.  I  am  presenting,  on  behalf  of  Mrs. 
Claverie,  this  prize  for  the  best  report  on  Unit  activities  to  the 
Raleigh  unit.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  Iseley  :  I  want  to  say  for  the  Raleigh  unit  that  this  is 
a  trophy  that  has  been  most  coveted,  and  I  am  sure  when  we 
take  this  back  the  whole  unit  will  feel  more  than  repaid  for  their 
year’s  work,  and  do  two  or  three  times  as  much  next  year. 

Mrs.  Parker  :  Mrs.  Fletcher,  as  Historian,  presents  the  next 
award.  Miss  Trice,  Mrs.  Dunn  and  Mrs.  Matthews  decided  who 
would  receive  the  award,  and  it  is  to  be  given  to  the  Charlotte 
Hornets  Nest  Unit  No.  2,  as  a  prize  for  submitting  the  best 
scrap  book  based  on  local,  state  and  national  news. 

Mrs.  Springs:  We  do  appreciate  this  so  much,  and  it  is 
going  to  give  me  great  pleasure  to  pass  it  on  to  our  incoming 
president,  Mrs.  Slear.  I  am  sure  they  will  have  it  full  next  year, 
and  all  that  news  will  be  in  there  for  our  next  president,  Mrs. 
Yass. 

Mrs.  Parker  :  The  Ninth  District  Committeewoman,  Miss 
Choate,  has  given  a  prize  which  will  be  presented  by  Mrs. 
Justice. 

Mrs.  Justice  :  The  Ninth  District  has  done  splendid  work 
this  year.  This  is  the  third  award  the  Ninth  District  has 
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won — Kings  Mountain,  the  Hornets  Nest,  and  this  is  the  third. 
Each  unit  is  the  successful  contestant,  in  that  each  unit  has  been 
a  channel  of  service,  and  no  organiaztion  and  no  unit  dominated 
by  a  spirit  of  service  can  fail  of  success,  for  in  service  we  reach 
our  highest  development,  and  I  hope  the  time  will  come  when 
every  individual  will  realize  our  duty  to  hold  high  the  torch 
flung  out  to  us,  and  to  pray — 

“Lord  God  of  Hosts,  be  with  us  yet, 

Lest  we  forget,  lest  we  forget.” 

This  prize  has  been  won  by  next  to  the  youngest  unit  in  our 
district,  Shelby  being  the  youngest.  This  unit  started  with  forty 
members  and  now  has  sixty-seven,  and  not  only  have  they  been 
busy  in  getting  members,  but  this  unit  from  the  first  has  been  a 
community  asset,  which  should  be  the  aim  of  every  unit. 

This  cup  goes  to  the  Lincolnton  unit.  Will  some  one  come 
forward  to  receive  it?  Mrs.  Henson,  it  gives  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  present  you  with  this  beautiful  cup,  and  I  hope  your 
success  in  winning  it  this  year  will  stimulate  you  to  an  even 
more  ambitious  program  next  year. 

Mrs.  Henson:  We  certainly  thank  you,  and  we  will  try  to 
do  bigger  and  better  things  next  year,  and  with  Miss  Choate  as 
Ninth  District  Committeewoman,  how  could  we  help  but  work? 

Miss  Shields  :  Mrs.  Charles  Dunn,  chairman  of  American¬ 
ism,  awarded  a  prize  of  $20  for  an  essay  on  Americanism,  which 
was  won  by  Pittsboro  and  has  already  been  presented. 

Mrs.  Lowe  :  There  were  a  number  of  local  units  winning 
prizes,  but  that  particular  prize  was  a  state-wide  offer,  and  it 
involved  a  state-wide  contest.  There  were  numbers  who  entered 
the  contest.  I  am  glad  Miss  Shields  mentioned  it.  Our 
Americanism  chairman  did  wonderful  work  in  her  line. 

The  twenty  dollar  gold  piece  offered  by  Mrs.  Charles  Dunn, 
Americanization  chairman,  Scotland  Neck,  to  a  member  of  the 
tenth  grade  in  the  public  schools  of  North  Carolina  who  wrote 
the  best  essay  on  the  subject  “An  American  Citizen’s  Duty  to 
his  Country,”  was  won  by  C.  C.  Hamlet,  Jr.,  Pittsboro. 
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Mrs.  Parker:  The  next  trophy  is  given  by  Mr.  J.  Ren- 
wick  Wilkes  of  Charlotte  in  memory  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Caroline 
Settle  Wilkes.  This  will  be  presented  to  Kings  Mountain  for 
the  greatest  percentage  of  attendance  at  the  regular  monthly 
meetings  during  the  fiscal  year.  As  there  is  no  representative 
present  from  Kings  Mountain  this  will  have  to  be  sent  to 
them.  It  will  be  passed  on  from  year  to  year. 

Mrs.  Lowe  :  This  very  handsome  loving  cup  is  such  a  beauti¬ 
ful  trophy  I  believe  there  is  some  one  present  who  would  like  to 
say  a  word  about  it,  and  what  it  will  mean  to  the  Department. 

Miss  Lee  :  I  have  been  very  much  interested  in  this  trophy, 
because  it  was  my  privilege  to  work  with  Mrs.  Wilkes,  and  I 
was  also  her  immediate  successor.  My  relations  with  her  were 
very  happy.  I  know  of  Mrs.  Wilkes’s  interest  in  the  Auxiliary, 
as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  his  continued  interest  in  our 
disabled  veterans’  work.  All  during  last  year  he  thought  of 
something  he  would  like  to  do  for  the  Auxiliary  in  memory  of 
his  dear  one.  I  think  this  lovely  trophy  is  a  fitting  thing  and  it 
is  awarded  for  a  very  fitting  purpose,  because  if  we  can  have 
excellent  attendance,  that  means  we  have  a  membership  that  is 
interested,  and  it  follows  that  they  will  be  enthusiastic  and  our 
work  will  be  materially  benefited  always.  (Applause.) 

Miss  Gwaltney  :  Mrs.  Wilkes  was  my  predecessor.  She 
appointed  me.  I  had  a  very  beautiful  year  with  her.  She  gave 
us  all  the  credit  for  the  work  accomplished,  and  took  none  her¬ 
self.  She  was  one  of  the  greatest  friends  the  boys  had  in  every 
way.  I  would  like  to  say  that  in  appreciation  of  her  and  of  my 
work  with  her.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  Justice  :  I  feel  I  must  say  one  word  of  appreciation  of 
Mrs.  Wilkes.  I  happened  to  be  chairman  of  the  Charlotte  unit 
when  she  was  State  President  and  I  learned  to  love  her  very 
much.  She  was  one  of  the  fairest,  squarest  women  I  ever  had 
the  opportunity  to  deal  with,  and  I  am  glad  Mr.  Wilkes  is 
giving  this  cup  to  hold  her  in  memory  and  commemorate  the 
splendid  work  she  did.  There  are  many  here  who  loved  her  and 
are  glad  to  pay  this  tribute  to  her. 


In  Loving  Memory  of 
CAROLINE  SETTLE  WILKES 
President  of 

American  Legion  Auxiliary,  1924 
Department  of  North  Carolina 
National  Executive  Committeewoman,  1925 

I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept 
the  faith. — II  Timothy  4:7. 

Presented  by 
J.  Renwicke  Wilkes 
Charlotte 
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Mrs.  Lowe  :  Let  me  read  this  inscription :  “In  loving  mem¬ 
ory  of  Caroline  Settle  Wilkes.  President  of  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  Department  of  North  Carolina,  1924.  National 
Executive  Committeewoman  1925.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight, 
I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith.  II  Timothy 
4:7.  Presented  by  J.  Renwick  Wilkes.” 

I  wish  I  had  his  last  letter  in  which  he  said  he  hoped  it  would 
keep  alive  the  memory  of  the  woman  in  whose  honor  it  was 
given,  and  I  believe  the  terms  on  which  it  was  given  will  do 
that,  because  it  is  given  for  the  highest  percentage  of  attendance 
at  the  monthly  meetings.  Whenever  you  come  to  your  meetings 
and  have  a  good  attendance,  you  can  feel  that  many  are  honor¬ 
ing  Mrs.  Wilkes,  and  each  unit,  whenever  you  look  over  your 
attendance,  may  question  how  many  are  doing  honor  to  the 
memory  of  Mrs.  Wilkes  this  evening. 

Mrs.  Vass:  I  make  a  motion  that  the  Secretary  of  this  con¬ 
vention  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Wilkes  and  thank  him  for  this  cup. 
Let  him  know  just  what  it  means  to  the  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Mrs.  Claverie  was  asked  to  give  the  report  of  the  courtesies 
committee. 


REPORT  OF  COURTESIES  COMMITTEE 

We  the  members  of  the  Courtesies  Committee  have  the  pleasant 
task  to  express  our  appreciation  and  thanks  to  those  who  have  made 
this,  our  seventh  annual  convention,  such  a  wonderful  success,  and 
one  that  will  remain  in  our  hearts  always. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  citizens  for  their  cordial  welcome.  We  have 
felt  at  home  from  the  very  beginning.  To  those  who  have  opened 
their  homes  and  entertained  us  so  beautifully.  We  deeply  appreciate 
all  the  courtesies  that  have  been  extended  to  us  by  the  American 
Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  The  boat-rides,  fish- 
fry  and  dances  added  so  much  to  our  entertainment. 

The  ladies  of  the  Episcopal  Church  who  worked  so  untiring  in 
preparing  and  serving  the  delightful  luncheons.  The  Press  for  their 
unlimited  publicity.  The  music  committee  for  their  sweet  music. 
The  pages  for  their  faithful  service.  The  Boy  Scouts  for  living  up 
to  their  slogan  “Let  us  do  it  for  you.” 

We  thank  the  School  Board  for  the  use  of  the  John  Small  School 
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Building.  The  manager  of  the  new  Theatre  for  the  use  of  the 
Auditorium. 

We  are  most  grateful  to  Mr.  Gardner,  Rector  of  St.  Peters  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  for  the  privilege  of  using  their  beautiful  Church  and 
Parish  house  for  a  number  of  our  sessions. 

Words  are  inadequate  to  express  our  appreciation  and  thanks  to 
Mrs.  William  Rodman,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  entertainment  for  placing 
us  in  such  hospitable  homes. 

We  thank  our  beloved  President,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  and  all  the 
Department  and  National  officers  for  the  splendid  help  and  guidance 
they  have  brought  us  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Martha  F.  Glaverie. 
(Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Claverie) 

Chairman. 

Mrs.  Bonner:  In  behalf  of  the  Washington  Unit  of  the 
Auxiliary  I  wish  to  say  the  pleasure  was  all  ours.  We  are 
only  sorry  you  are  not  coming  back  next  year. 

A  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  given  the  Washington  people 
and  the  Beaufort  County  Unit. 

The  President  stated :  “I  know  this  convention  does  not 
want  to  adjourn  without  sending  a  message  of  greeting  to  one 
of  our  past  Presidents,  who  is  sick  and  unable  to  be  with  us, 
Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet  of  Winston-Salem,  so  with  the  consent 
of  the  convention  Mrs.  Young,  our  secretary  will  send  a  message 
of  love  and  regret  that  Mrs.  Norfleet  could  not  be  with  us. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  recessed  at  4:30  p.m.,  on  Tuesday,  August  16,  1927, 
to  meet  in  the  John  Small  School  Auditorium  with  the  Legion 
for  joint  installation  of  officers. 

JOINT  SESSION 

After  assembling,  Mrs.  Lowe  was  recognized  by  the  chair. 

Expressing  appreciation  for  the  privilege  of  service,  gratitude 
for  the  excellent  activities  and  membership,  commendation  of 
Mrs.  Vass’s  energy  and  enthusiasm,  and  appealing  for  the 
same  reciprocity  of  cooperation  as  in  former  administrations, 
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prophecy  was  made  of  another  record  breaking  year  under  the 
administration  of  the  “member-getter,”  as  Mrs.  Lowe  pinned 
upon  Mrs.  Vass  the  pin  of  the  president  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Vass  addressed  the  members  of  the  American  Legion 
and  Auxiliary,  declaring  this  the  supreme  moment  of'  her  life, 
for  which  she  was  deeply  grateful,  and  pledged  to  give  her  very 
best  to  the  purposes  in  our  preamble.  She  asked  for  team  work 
in  every  phase  of  the  work  of  the  Department,  expressing  a 
particular  desire  to  forcibly  instill  Americanism  into  the  youth, 
so  that  they  might  be  constitutional  loving  and  keeping  men  and 
women,  not  to  permit  for  one  moment  the  entering  of  the 
sordid  influence  of  Red  Russia  and  others  to  uproot  the  Flag 
of  this  splendid  United  States,  and  this  be  made  the  most  wonder¬ 
ful  year,  with  love  the  dominating  factor. 

The  American  Legion  presented  Mrs.  Lowe  and  Mrs.  Vass 
with  baskets  of  beautiful  flowers.  Mrs.  Vass  also  received  a 
corsage  from  Mr.  Vass  and  a  basket  of  flowers  from  the  women 
of  the  Winston-Salem  Auxiliary  unit. 

Paul  R.  Younts  at  this  time  took  the  Legion  Presidential  Pin 
from  his  breast  and  pinned  it  upon  the  breast  of  the  newly 
elected  Department  Commander,  Albert  L.  Cox.  (Much 
Applause.) 

Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr.,  presented  the  Past  Department  Com¬ 
mander,  Paul  R.  Younts  a  token  of  love  from  the  American 
Legion. 

Wade  H.  Phillips  presented  to  the  Past  Adjutant,  V.  Paul 
Rousseau,  a  gift  of  appreciation  from  the  American  Legion. 

Department  Chaplain  Zimmerman  dismissed  the  Ninth  An¬ 
nual  American  Legion  Convention  and  Seventh  Annual  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary  Convention  with  a  short  prayer. 
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AFTER  THE  CONVENTION 

Peterborough,  N.  H.,  August  20,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Department  President,  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary,  Lexington,  N.  C. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  I  very  much  regret  that  my  absence  from 
home  prevented  me  from  responding  to  your  very  kind  invitation 
to  attend  your  Convention  before  that  meeting  took  place.  But  now 
it  is  already  over  and  I  suppose  you  are  trying  to  rest  after  the 
strain  of  strenuous  sessions.  However  delightful,  a  Convention 
proves  fatiguing  to  those  who  carry  the  responsibility. 

I  hope  that  your  Convention  fulfilled  your  highest  hopes  for  it 
and  wish  that  New  Hampshire’s  greetings  might  have  gone  to  you. 
We  have  always  felt  interested  in  North  Carolina,  because  it  has 
such  a  progressive  spirit  and  it  grows  at  such  a  pace,  and  we  are 
proud  of  your  fine  achievements. 

Cordially  yours, 

Irene  McIntyre  Walbridge, 

Department  President. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  September  5,  1927. 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Lexing¬ 
ton,  N.  C. 

Dear  Mrs.  Lowe:  I  am  making  my  final  drive  to  wind  up  things 
before  leaving  on  our  trip.  I  am  indeed  sorry  you  are  unable  to  go 
and  I  know  we  will  certainly  miss  you. 

In  parting  ways,  may  I  say  it  has  certainly  been  a  pleasure  to 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  working  with  you  this  year.  I  assure 
you  I  will  remember  it  as  a  most  pleasant  association.  I  hope  in 
the  future  we  may  continue  this  work  and  try  to  build  the  Legion 
and  Auxiliary  up  to  a  point  in  North  Carolina  it  may  lead  many 
other  states. 

With  my  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 

Paul  R.  Younts, 
Department  Commander. 
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SUMMARY,  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION  AND  EXECUTIVE 
MEETINGS,  WASHINGTON,  N.  C.,  AS  ISSUED  IN  BULLETIN 

NO.  87— SERIES  1926-’27 

Department  Headquarters 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Lexington,  N.  C., 


August  24,  1927. 

Subject:  Resolutions  and  Constitution 

The  resolutions  acted  upon  at  the  Washington  Convention  advo¬ 
cated  no  radical  changes  in  our  present  program,  but  merely  com¬ 
mended  that  we  advance  along  the  same  lines  with  intense  effort. 
Some  of  the  resolutions,  in  spirit,  incorporated  the  founding  of 
Living  Flags  for  the  United  States  Flag  Association  as  a  part 
of  the  Americanism  program;  endorsed  holding  a  State  patriotic 
council  jointly  with  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution;  in¬ 
structed  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher  to  complete  the  history  of  the  Auxiliary 
and  have  it  published  jointly  with  the  Legion  history;  and  while 
no  action  was  taken,  commended  the  buiding  of  a  Chapel  at  Fort 
Bragg;  and  decreed  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Legion  committee  on  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  Depart¬ 
ment  Convention. 

I  have  tried  to  get  in  touch  with  Mrs.  W.  0.  Spencer,  chairman 
of  Constitution  and  find  that  she  is  away  from  home  and  will  not 
return  until  the  first  of  September,  so  as  an  ex-officio  member  of 
the  committee  after  consultation  with  two  other  members  and  with 
their  approval  I  give  you  the  spirit  of  the  changes  in  the  Consti¬ 
tution  with  brief  explanations. 

Article  VII.  The  change  under  this  article  was  first  suggested 
by  the  Legion  officers — they  suggested  the  Auxiliary  have  its  con¬ 
stitution  to  conform  to  the  Legion  constitution  and  the  terms  of 
office  for  the  Auxiliary  officers  become  the  same  as  the  Legion;  that 
is,  Department  officers  serve  from  the  close  of  the  National  Con¬ 
vention  to  the  close  of  the  succeeding  National  Convention,  and  the 
National  Executive  Committeewoman  serve  two  years  with  term 
as  prescribed  by  the  National  Constitution. 

In  conforming  to  the  Legion  constitution  the  Legion  Commander 
serves  with  only  one  set  of  Auxiliary  officers,  and  this  change  gives 
the  Department  President  the  privilege  of  representing  the  results 
of  her  own  year’s  work  at  the  National  Convention,  and  it  gives  the 
new  president  the  opportunity  of  gaining  the  inspiration  and  bene¬ 
fit  that  comes  from  attendance.  In  consideration  of  this  change  the 
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Finance  Committee  favored  an  equal  amount  to  be  paid  toward  both 
past  and  incoming  president’s  expenses  to  the  National  Convention, 
this  to  come  from  the  Officers’  Traveling  Expense  Fund  of  the 
budget.  The  Legion  members  and  Auxiliary  members  who  have 
served  on  the  National  Executive  Committee,  say  that  experience 
means  much,  so  advise  a  representative  serving  two  years.  This 
to  go  into  effect  1928. 

Article  VIII,  Section  6.  That  an  alternate  District  Committee- 
woman  be  elected  at  the  same  time  that  the  District  Executive  Com- 
mitteewoman  is  elected  and  that  the  alternate  for  1928  be  appointed 
by  the  District  Executive  Committeewoman. 

Article  X.  Provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  Finance 
Committee  with  regulations  as  prescribed  in  the  National  Consti¬ 
tution;  this  committee  to  consist  of  three  members,  one  appointed 
for  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  three  years,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  make  a  budget  of  expenditures  subject  to  the  ratification 
of  the  Department  Executive  Committee,  and  to  supervise  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  funds  under  that  budget. 

By-Laws  I,  Section  3.  The  retiring  Secretary,  jointly  with  the 
president,  shall  arrange,  print  and  distribute  the  minutes  of  their 
own  Convention. 

By-Laws  II,  Section  5.  That  a  committee  of  resolutions  shall  be 
appointed,  etc.,  consisting  of  5  members  chosen  “10  days  before 
convention”  (instead  of  “15  days  before  convention”)  as  some  units 
will  not  have  reported  the  elected  delegates  at  that  time. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe, 
Department  Convention  President  1927. 
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POST  WORD 

The  last  words  of  our  previous  letters  and  bulletins  have 
been  “Faithfully  yours.”  We  intended  the  phrase  to  mean 
much  to  all  concerned.  We  did  not  choose  the  phrase 
“loyally  yours”  which  is  often  similarly  used,  because  the  first 
idea  in  loyalty  is  absolute  subjection  as  found  in  the  attitude 
to  a  monarch  or  king — a  loyal  subject.  The  Scriptures  do  not 
use  the  word  loyal,  but  have  given  great  power  to  the  word 
faithful. 

The  word  has  a  reactionary  influence — signifying  constancy  in 
service  and  a  reward  through  the  comprehension  of  the  act. 
There  is  cooperation  and  reciprocity  in  the  word  Faithful  (full 
of  faith.)  There  is  democracy  and  Americanism  in  it. 

In  association  with  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  there  is 
the  added  thought  of  keeping  faith  with  those  who  made  the 
supreme  sacrifice  and  with  the  purposes  of  the  organization. 

Your  president  and  secretary  of  1927  have  tried  to  give  you  a 
faithful  account  of  your  year’s  work,  reproducing  a  few  color¬ 
ful  notes  so  that  witnesses  and  those  taking  part  will  recall  the 
spirit  of  the  hour. 

We  have  enjoyed  serving  you  and  are  grateful  for  your  con¬ 
fidence  which  we  assure  you  is  mutual,  and  remain 

Faithfully  yours, 

Auvila  Lindsay  Lowe  (Mrs.  J.  T.), 

President. 

Mrs.  Charles  Young 

Secretary. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


A  Summary  of  Proceedings  of  Eighth 
Annual  Convention 

CHARLOTTE,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

August  26,  27  and  28,  1928 


RALEIGH 

EDWARDS  &  BROUGHTON  COMPANY 

1929 


TO  THE 

UNITED  STATES  VETERANS’  HOSPITAL,  No.  60 

Oteen,  North  Carolina 

This  Book  Is  Affectionately  Dedicated 


FOREWORD 


All  committee  reports  were  mimeograplied  and  distributed  to 
all  delegates .  attending  the  Convention.  Two  copies  of  each  re¬ 
port  are  in  the  Department  files  for  reference. 

By  vote  of  the  Department  Executive  Board,  the  minutes  of 
tbe  Convention  will  not  contain  these  reports. 


NATIONAL  OFFICERS,  1928 


PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Irene  McIntyre  Walbridge 

VICE  PRESIDENTS 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Townes  Mrs.  Bessie  S.  Smith 

Mrs.  Wm.  C.  Speakman  Mrs.  Belle  Simpson 

Mrs.  F.  S.  King 

Secretary — Miss  Emma  Hadorn 
Treasurer — Mrs.  E.  G.  Wenz 
Historian — Mrs.  Frank  Fleming 
Chaplain — Mrs.  C.  E.  McGlasson 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS 


Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  President . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Vice  President . Raleigh 

Mrs.  Hannah  Bonner,  Vice  President . Washington 

Mrs.  William  H.  Chance,  Sec.-Treas . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  A.  L .  Fletcher,  Historian . Raleigh 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Chaplain . Mooresville 


DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMEN 
First  District 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Kittrell . Greenville 

Second  District 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy . Kinston 

Third  Distinct 

Mrs.  Raymond  Pollock . New  Bern 

Fourth  District 

Mrs.  Hugh  Perry . Louisburg 

Fifth  District 

Mrs.  V.  Ben  White . Greensboro 

Sixth  District 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan . Fayetteville 

Seventh  District 

Mrs.  Gordon  Finley . North  Wilkesboro 
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Eighth  District 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Johnson . Statesville 

Ninth  District 

Miss  Ona  Choate . Charlotte 

Tenth  District 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Chandley . Asheville 

CHAIRMEN  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Mies  Minnie  Gwaltney,  Rehabilitation . Hickory 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  Finance . Salisbury 

Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Child  Welfare . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie,  Unit  Activities . Asheville 

Mrs.  H.  A.  London,  Legislation . . . Pittsboro 

Mrs.  W.  O.  Spencer,  Constitution . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  Fidac . Wilmington 

Mrs.  Richard  Springs,  Poppy . Charlotte 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Americanism . Lexington 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Pemberton,  Memorials . Concord 

Mrs.  Nannie  Dodson,  Trophies  and  Awards . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Membership . Charlotte 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry,  Prison . Louisburg 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  Publicity . Monroe 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Baugham,  Gold  Star . Washington 

« 

NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Nat’l  Exec.  Committeewoman . Lexington 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  Alternate  National  Executive 

Committeewoman . Winston-Salem 

CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 
Resolutions 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Herring. 

Miss  Bernice  Turner. 

Mrs.  Gilliam  Brown. 

Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcocke. 

Credentials 

Miss  Bessie  Hutchison,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  F.  J.  Pape. 

Mrs.  Tom  Daniels. 

Mrs.  Homer  Beaman. 

Mrs.  William  Chance. 
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Rules 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Fleming,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McClelland. 

Miss  Julia  McNeill. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Boesch. 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Stem. 

Courtesy 

Mrs.  Horace  Haworth,  Chairman. 

Miss  Mary  Pemberton. 

Miss  Magdalene  Hummell. 

Mrs.  S.  L.  Pharr. 

Pages 

Mrs.  Walter  Craven,  Chief  Page,  Charlotte. 

Miss  Margaret  Fetner,  President’s  Page,  Charlotte. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Bailey,  President’s  Page,  Raleigh. 

Miss  Nora  Lee,  President’s  Page,  Monroe. 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  President’s  Page,  Winston-Salem. 
Mrs.  Fred  Helms,  Charlotte. 

Miss  Loraine  Brown,  Mooresville. 

Mrs.  Jim  Leonard,  Lexington. 

Miss  Margaret  Gray,  Winston-Salem. 

Miss  Lucy  Cooper,  Fayetteville. 

Miss  Lottie  Henderson,  Greensboro. 

Miss  Virginia  Barker,  Salisbury. 

Mrs.  Kennedy,  Sanford. 

Mrs.  T.  R.  Williams,  Dunn. 

Miss  Jessie  Lupo,  Winston-Salem. 

Miss  Orie  Moseley,  Kinston. 


Unit 

No. 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

18 

19 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

27 

29 

30 

31 

34 

38 

39 

42 

43 

45 

46 

47 

48 

51 

52 

53 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

65 

66 

76 

77 

79 

82 

85 

86 

87 

88 

90 

91 

93 

94 

105 

116 

119 

123 

125 

130 

134 

144 

155 

159 

170 

182 


UNIT  OFFICERS 


Name 


Location 


President 


Raleigh. . Raleigh . Mrs. 

Kiffin  Rockwell . Asheville . Mrs. 

Cumberland . Fayetteville . Mrs. 

Forest . St.  Pauls . Miss 

Chapel  Hill . Chapel  Hill . Mrs. 

Durham . Durham . Mrs. 

Lexington . Lexington . Mrs. 

Hornets  Nest . Charlotte . Mrs. 

Wilmington . Wilmington . Mrs. 

Wayne . Goldsboro . Miss 

Robt.  B.  Anderson . Wilson . . ..Mrs. 

Sam’l  C.  Hart . Salisbury . Mrs. 

Beaufort  County . Washington . Mrs. 

Newton . Newton . Mrs. 

Lee  County . Sanford . . . Mrs. 

Eason-Tiney . Tarboro . Mrs. 

Ellis  Williamson . Raeford . Mrs. 

Burke  County . Morganton . i.Mrs. 

Gaston . Gastonia . Mrs. 

Donnerson-Hawkins.-New  Bern . Mrs. 

Limer . .Warrenton . Mrs. 

Melvin  Deese . Monroe . Miss 

Dysart-Kendall . Lenoir . Mrs. 

David  Milo  Wright. ...Lincolnton . Mrs. 

Anson  County . Wadesboro . Mrs. 

Scotland  Neck . Scotland  Neck . Mrs. 

William  Shaw . Weldon . Mrs. 

Pitt  County . Greenville . Mrs. 

Lumberton . Lumberton . Miss 

Jos.  Dixon  Rountree-Kinston . Mrs. 

Dixon . Asheboro . Mrs. 

Morehead  City . Morehead  City . Mrs. 

Haywood . Waynesville . Mrs. 

Hickory . Hickory . Mrs. 

Fred  Y.  McConnell.—Concord . Miss 

J ohnson-Lineberger.-Mt.  Holly . Mrs. 

Henry  K.  Burtner . Greensboro . Mrs. 

Clyde  Bolling . Winston-Salem . Mrs. 

McDowell . Marion . Mrs. 

Chatham . Pittsboro . Mrs. 

Coleman-Pitt . Rocky  Mount . Mrs. 

Dunn-Erwin . Dunn . Mrs. 

Henderson . -Henderson . Mrs. 

Y  arner-Reinhart . Canton . (Not 

Hurst-Turner . Statesville . Miss 

Wilder  Q.  Gresham.—Mooresville . Mrs. 

Walter  B.  Hill . Albemarle . Mrs. 

Hubert  M.  Smith . Hendersonville . Mrs. 

Coleman- Southard . Reidsville . (Not 

Warren  F.  Hoyle . Shelby . Mrs. 

Caro  E.  Freeman . Bryson  City . Mrs. 

Davidson-Cornelius... Davidson . Mrs. 

High  Point . High  Point . —Mrs.* 

Monroe- Wilson . Brevard . (Not 

Erneslt  Fj  Hart . Oxford . Mrs. 

Yester  Wheless . Spring  Hope . Mrs'. 

Wayne  Mendenhall— Siler  City . Mrs. 

Shirley-Hilb . Snow  Hill . Mrs. 

Jambes . Louisburg . Mrs. 

Fuquay  Springs . Fuquay  Springs . Mrs. 

James  Mitchell . Leaksville-Spray . Mrs. 

Jesse  B.  Jones . Mount  Airy . Mrs. 

Wilkes  County . North  Wilkesboro... .Mrs. 

Watauga . Boone . Mrs. 

Sandhill . Southern  Pines . Mrs. 

Auten- Stowe . Belmont . Mrs. 

Otis  D.  Green . Kings  Mountain . Mrs. 

Montgomery . Troy . Mrs. 

Alexander . Taylorsville . Mrs. 

Scuppernong . Columbia..... . Mrs. 


H. A.  Mooneyham 

F.  J.  Pape 
C.  P.  Harris 
Julia  McNeill 
Dora  McR.  Elliott 
C.  E.  Boesch 
Minnie  Layden 

J.  K.  Slear 
R.  S.  McClelland 
Magdalene  Hummel 
Lawrence  J.  Herring 

I.  M.  Richardson 
Hannah  Bonner 

J.  W.  Hendricks 
H.  A.  Russell 

J.  G.  Roby 
J.  S.  Polston 
Clarence  Crough 
Z.  B.  Harry 

A.  L.  Hibbard 
N.  M.  Palmer 
Annie  Lee 

G.  C.  Courtney 

G.  W.  Toby 

H.  P.  Taylor 

J.  G.  Shields 
W.  O.  Davis 

K.  B.  Pace 
Janie  Carlyle 
R.  S.  McGeachy 
Don  McGlohan 
Floyd  Chadwick 

R.  R.  Campbell 

F.  E.  Petway 
Mary  Pemberton 
Wm.  Fred  Ballard 
Ed.  Benbow 

W.  O.  Spencer 
J.  F.  Miller 
Daniel  L.  Bell 
N.  L.Alcocke 

I.  R.  Williams 
W.  H.  Fleming 
active) 

Bernice  Turner 

S.  L.  Pharr 
H.  C.  Turner 
Fred  Justice 
active) 

Frank  Hoyle 

Frank  Fry  (not  active) 
John  Elkins 
Horace  Haworth 
active) 

R.  L.  Gooch 

G.  F.  Walker 
Bray 

J.  S.  Harper 

J.  E.  Malone,  Jr. 
Lvnton  V.  Ballentine 
J.  C.  Pyron 
W.  S.  Wolfe 
Thos.  B.  Finley,  Jr. 

J.  B.  Taylor 
M.  G.  Backer 
W.  T.  Hall 

B.  F.  Ormond 

L.  M.  Russell 
R.  M.  Riggins 
F.  E.  Cahoon 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  PROGRAM 

1928 


SUNDAY,  AUGUST  26 
2:00  p.m.  Registration,  Hotel  Charlotte. 

6:00  p.m.  Dinner  for  the  Executive  Board,  guests  of  the  Hornets 
Nest  Unit  at  Country  Club. 

8:00  p.m.  Church  Services  at  First  Methodist  Church. 


MONDAY,  AUGUST  27 


8:30  a.m. 


10:00  a.m. 
11:15  a.m. 


12:30  p.m. 
2:15  p.m. 


Called  to  Order,  Department  President. 

Advancement  of  Colors. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  Flag — Mrs.  W.  H.  Rust,  Ameri¬ 
canism  Chairman,  Hornets  Nest  Unit  and  Preamble 
to  the  Constitution. 

Song — “America.” 

Report  of  Credentials  Committee. 

Report  of  Rules  Committee. 

Announcement  of  Committees. 

Report  of  National  Committeewoman — Mrs.  John  T. 
Lowe. 

Adjournment. 

Joint  Session  with  the  Legion. 

President’s  Report,  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass. 

First  Vice  President’s  Report,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Iseley. 
Second  Vice  President’s  Report,  Mrs.  Hannah  Bonner. 
Luncheon,  guests  of  Hornets  Nest  Unit,  Hotel  Charlotte. 
Meeting  Called  to  Order  by  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Iseley,  First 
Vice  President. 

Report  of  Secretary-Treasurer,  Mrs.  William  Chance. 
Report  of  Historian,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher. 

Report  of  Chaplain,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham. 

Reports  of  District  Committeewomen: 

First  District — Mrs.  J.  B.  Kittrell. 

Second  District — Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy. 

Third  District — Mrs.  Raymond  Pollock. 

Fourth  District — Mrs.  Hugh  Perry. 

Fifth  District — Mrs.  V.  Ben  White. 

Sixth  District — Mrs.  W.  M.  Morgan. 

Seventh  District — Mrs.  Gordon  Finley. 

Eighth  District — Mrs.  F.  L.  Johnson. 

Ninth  District — Miss  Ona  Choate. 

Tenth  District — Mrs.  S.  S.  Chandley. 
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8:00  p.m. 
8:30  p.m. 


10:30  p.m. 

11:00  p.m. 


Committee  Reports: 

Rehabilitation — Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney. 
Finance — Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt. 

Child  Welfare — Mrs.  Jas.  K.  Norfleet. 
Unit  Activities 


Music 


Joseph  Claverie. 


Community  Service  1 
Legislation — Mrs.  H.  A.  London. 

Constitution — Mrs.  W.  O.  Spencer. 

Fidac — Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin. 

Poppy — Mrs.  Richard  Springs. 

Americanism — Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe. 

Memorials — Mrs.  W.  D.  Pemberton. 

Trophies  and  Awards — Miss  Nannie  Dodson. 
Membership — Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller. 

Prison — Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry. 

Publicity — Miss  Annie  Lee. 

Gold  Star — Mrs.  W.  P.  Baugham. 

Retirement  of  Colors. 
p.m.  Guests  of  War  Mothers  at  tea. 

Parade. 

Greetings: 

D.  A.  R.  State  Regent,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Whitaker,  South¬ 
ern  Pines. 

U.  D.  C.,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Newell. 

Solo — Mrs.  Virginia  Cawthorne. 

War  Mothers,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Atkinson,  Gastonia. 

D.  A.  V’s.,  Mr.  G.  W.  Fike,  Oteen. 

Mrs.  Walter  Montgomery,  President  Department  of 
South  Carolina. 

Greetings  from  Virginia,  Miss  Cora  Vaughan. 

Greetings  from  Georgia,  Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklin,  Washing¬ 
ton,  Ga. 

Solo — Mrs.  C.  M.  Hassell. 

Introduction  of  Speaker — Commander  Albert  L.  Cox. 
Addresses: 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Townes,  National  Vice  President. 

Mrs.  Irene  McIntyre  Walbridge,  National  President. 
Solo — Mr.  Jobe,  Tennessee. 

Dancing,  Hotel  Charlotte  Ball  Room,  and  Charlotte 
Auditorium. 

Bridge  on  Foyer  of  Hotel  Charlotte. 

Vaudeville  show  at  the  Carolina  Theatre. 


8:00  p.m. 
8:30  p.m. 


10:30  p.m. 

11:00  p.m. 


Department  of  North  Carolina 
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TUESDAY,  AUGUST  28 


8:00-9:00 
9:00  a.m. 


12:30  a.m. 
2:15  p.m. 


4:00  p.m. 
9:00  p.m. 


a.m.  Past  Presidents’  Parley,  Hotel  Charlotte. 

Call  to  Order,  Department  President. 

Advancement  of  Colors. 

Pledge  to  Flag  and  Preamble  to  the  Constitution — Led 
by  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  State  Americanism  Chairman. 
Credentials  Report. 

Election  of  Nominating  Committee. 

Unit  Reports  of  Presidents. 

New  Business. 

Report  of  Resolutions  Committee. 

Report  of  Constitution  (Convention). 

Adjournment. 

District  Caucus. 

Luncheon. 

Call  to  Order,  Second  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Bonner. 

Report  of  Courtesies  Committee. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Election  of  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 
Presentation  of  Trophies — Miss  Dodson. 

Presentation  of  Officers. 

Retirement  of  Colors. 

Adjournment. 

Ball  game. 

Commander’s  Ball,  Hotel  Charlotte. 


PROGRAM  FOR  UNION  SERVICE 


American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Department  of  North  Carolina 

SUNDAY,  AUGUST  26,  1928—8  O’CLOCK  P.  M. 

First  Methodist  Church,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Prelude. 

Opening — Long  Meter  Doxology. 

Hymn — “Onward  Christian  Soldiers,”  by  Congregation. 

Prayer — Rev.  W.  W.  Peele,  D.D.,  Pastor  First  Methodist  Church. 
Hymn — “Stand  Up,  Stand  Up  for  Jesus,”  by  Congregation. 
Scripture  Reading — Rev.  Herbert  Spaugh,  Chaplain  Hornets  Nest 
Post  No.  9. 

Hymn — “Rock  of  Ages,”  Quartet  of  First  Methodist  Church. 
Remarks — Captain  W.  B.  Zimmerman,  Department  Chaplain,  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion. 

Hymn — “He  Leadeth  Me,”  by  Congregation. 

Remarks — Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  President  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Hymn — “Hark,  Hark  My  Soul,”  by  Congregation. 

Remarks — Albert  L.  Cox,  Commander,  Dept,  of  North  Carolina. 
Hymn — “Blest  Be  the  Tie  That  Binds,”  by  Congregation. 
Benediction — Rev.  W.  W.  Peele,  D.D.,  Pastor  First  Methodist  Church. 
Soloists — Mrs.  Virginia  Hufty  Cawthorne,  Mr.  Thornley  Jobe, 

Mr.  W.  H.  Neill 


Eighth  Annual  Convention 
AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 


FIRST  BUSINESS  SESSION 

Monday  Morning,  August  27,  1928 

Meeting  was  opened  Monday  morning,  August  27,  1928,  at 
8  :30  a.m.,  with  prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham, 
Mooresville,  N.  C.,  as  follows: 

Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hear  our  prayer  of  thanksgiving 
for  all  of  thy  kindness  and  loving  goodness  shown  towards  us.  Let 
not  our  gratitude  he  expressed  in  words  alone,  but  be  expressed  in 
every  impulse,  thought  and  deed.  We  pray  for  our  American  Legion, 
for  our  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  other  patriotic  organiza¬ 
tions  represented  here.  Our  Father,  let  each  one  of  us  be  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  our  own  units,  and  make  our  units  a  blessing  to  our  Aux¬ 
iliary. 

Now  Father,  we  pray  for  thy  guidance  and  wisdom  in  all  that 
we  may  do  or  say  in  this  Convention.  We  pray  Thee  that  Thou 
might  make  the  way  of  duty  and  service  very  plain  to  us  and  keep 
us  from  our  mistakes.  Make  us  quick  to  see  every  opportunity  for 
service.  Father,  we  pray  for  our  country,  that  it  may  be  exalted  in 
righteousness;  we  pray  for  those  who  exercise  authority,  that  they 
may  be  wise  and  just.  Let  our  land  be  a  land  of  liberty  and  peace. 

We  ask  it  all  in  the  name  of  Thy  beloved  son,  Jesus  Christ,  our 
Saviour  and  Redeemer.  Amen. 

Advancement  of  colors  by  tbe  pages. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag  and  Preamble  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution.  Led  by  Mrs.  W.  H.  Rust,  Americanism  Chairman, 
Hornets  Nest  Unit. 

America  was  then  sung — Accompanist,  Miss  Jessie  Lupo  of 
Winston-Salem. 
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Department  President:  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  Winston-Salem, 
N.  C. :  By  authority  that  is  vested  in  me  as  head  of  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  American  Legion  Auxiliary  I  now  de¬ 
clare  the  Eighth  Annual  Convention  in  regular  session.  The 
call  of  the  Convention  will  be  read  by  the  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  then  read  Call  of  the  Convention.  Standing 
Committees  for  the  Convention,  and  Resolution  Committee. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
Department  Headquarters 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C.,  July  18,  1928 

Call  for  the  Eighth  Annual  Convention 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina 

In  accordance  with  the  Department  Constitution  the  Eighth  An¬ 
nual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  will  be  held  at  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  August  27  and  28. 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  Department  to  have  as  many  delegates  as 
possible  to  come  in  Sunday  afternoon,  August  26,  so  we  may  register 
and  attend  service  at  the  Methodist  Church.  Also,  the  Convention 
will  open  Monday  morning  at  8:30. 

The  Convention  is  called  for  the  purpose  of: 

1.  Receiving  reports  of  Department  officers,  Department  and  Con¬ 
vention  Chairmen,  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  and  Dis¬ 
trict  Committeewomen. 

2.  Considering  resolutions  and  amendments  to  the  Department 
Constitution. 

3.  Transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  properly  be  brought 
before  the  Convention  body. 

4.  Election  of  Department  officers,  Department  Executive  Commit¬ 
teewomen  from  Congressional  Districts,  a  National  Executive  Com¬ 
mitteewoman  and  alternate,  and  delegates  and  alternates  to  the 
Eighth  Annual  Convention  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  October,  1928. 

Each  unit  shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  and  one  alternate  for 
the  first  ten  members  and  two  additional  delegates  and  two  addi¬ 
tional  alternates  for  each  fifty  members  or  major  fraction  thereof 
whose  1927  dues  have  been  received  by  the  Department  Treasurer 
fifteen  days  before  Convention  (August  12). 

Each  member  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee  is  entitled 
to  a  vote  to  be  exercised  with  the  unit  to  which  she  belongs.  The 
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voting  strength  of  each  unit  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  aggregate 
number  of  delegates  to  which  the  unit  is  entitled. 

(Signed)  Byrd  Vass,  Department  President. 

The  report  of  Credentials  Committee  was  presented  by  Miss 
Bessie  Hutchison,  Chairman. 

Motion  was  made  that  the  report  of  the  Credentials  Com¬ 
mittee  he  read  at  the  afternoon  meeting.  Seconded  and  carried. 
The  report  of  the  Buies  Committee  was  presented. 

RETORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES 

To  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary: 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  draft  rules  for  the  Eighth  Annual 
Convention,  respectfully  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

1.  A  speaker  shall  rise,  address  the  chair,  give  her  name  and 
unit,  and  obtain  recognition  before  she  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

2.  No  one  shall  speak  a  second  time  on  the  same  question  if  a 
member  who  has  not  spoken  asks  for  the  floor;  and  no  member 
shall  speak  more  than  twice  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

3.  The  maker  of  a  motion  may  open  and  close  debate.  Debate 
shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes  to  each  speaker.  Debate  on  any 
question  shall  be  limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 

4.  No  extension  of  time  shall  be  allowed  to  a  speaker  or  to  debate 
on  a  question  except  by  two-thirds  vote. 

5.  All  main  motions  shall  be  written,  signed  by  the  maker,  and 
handed  to  the  chair  before  the  close  of  session  at  which  they  are 
offered. 

6.  Any  delegate  desiring  the  privileges  of  the  Convention  must 
wear  her  badge  in  plain  sight. 

7.  An  alternate  taking  the  place  of  a  delegate  at  any  meeting 
shall  wear  the  delegate's  badge. 

8.  No  person  shall  enter  or  leave  the  hall  while  another  person 
is  speaking. 

9.  Pages  of  the  Convention  will  see  that  rule  eight  is  enforced. 

10.  Parlimentary  procedure  as  laid  down  in  Roberts’  Rules  of 
Order,  Revised,  be  observed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Fleming,  Chairman. 
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Motion  that  this  report  be  accepted.  Seconded  and  carried. 

President  :  I  want  you  all  to  know  our  distinguished  guest, 
Mrs.  Irene  McIntyre  Walbridge,  National  President,  Peter¬ 
borough,  N.  H.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  present  her  to  the 
Convention. 

Mrs.  Walbridge  :  I  am  very  happy,  indeed,  to  be  with  you 
as  your  Department  Convention  opens,  and  to  bring  to  you  the 
greetings  of  the  National  organization.  I  am  very  grateful  for 
North  Carolina’s  loyal  support  and  hard  work  through  this 
present  year.  You  have  made  a  splendid  record  for  yourself 
and  I  believe  that  this  Convention  must  bring  to  you  much 
satisfaction,  and  much  inspiration  for  the  work  that  lies  ahead. 
It  is  more  than  a  pleasure  to  he  able  to  come  back  again  to 
North  Carolina.  I  did  not  find  it  difficult  to  be  persuaded,  after 
remembering  your  gracious  reception  of  me  at  the  time  of  my 
visit  in  March  at  Winston-Salem,  and  later  the  visit  to  Oteen. 
I  had  again  the  splendid  privilege  of  meeting  your  leaders  and 
being  associated  in  a  close  and  friendly  way  again  with  the 
members  of  your  Department.  I  wish  for  you  the  most  happy 
congratulations  for  this  year’s  fine  service  which  I  am  sure  will 
go  down  in  history  as  the  best  yet. 

President:  We  are  very  fortunate  in  having  one  of  our 
National  vice  presidents  with  us — Mrs.  W.  W.  Townes  of 
Petersburg,  Ya.  May  I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  her  to  you? 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Townes  :  It  is  useless  for  me  to  tell  you  how 
happy  I  am  to  be  back  here.  I  am  particularly  glad,  of  the 
opportunity  to  thank  Mrs.  Yass  for  giving  me  the  privilege  of 
coming  here  with  you  all,  and  of  going  with  her  through  her 
year’s  work  since  the  meeting  at  Lumberton.  Next  to  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  sharing  your  success  with  your  North  Carolina  Army 
leaders,  I  wish  to  say  you  have  done  a  great  deal  in  helping 
the  Southern  Division  go  over  the  top. 

President:  From  the  Department  of  Yirginia  I  present  to 
you  Miss  Cora  Yaughan,  Department  President. 
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Miss  Cora  Vaughan:  It  is  my  pleasure  to  bring  to  you  tbe 
greeting  of  Virginia,  to  pay  to  you  one  of  tbe  finest  tributes 
that  tbe  American  Legion  bas  ever  known.  I  have  watched  witb 
a  great  deal  of  interest  and  great  deal  of  pride  wdiat  you  bave 
done  tbis  year.  I  also  wisb  at  tbis  time  to  tbank  tbe  Depart- 
ment  of  North  Carolina  for  being  so  wonderfully  good  to  our 
boys  at  Oteen.  We  bave  beard  of  your  record.  Call  on  us,  for 
Virginia  wants  to  do  what  she  can  to  assist  your  boys  that  are 
sick.  I  know  I  shall  receive  a  wonderful  inspiration  from  you, 
which  will  assist  me  greatly  in  carrying  on  my  work  tbis  year, 
and  I  want  to  again  tbank  you  for  tbis  opportunity  to  attend 
your  Convention. 

A  rising  vote  of  thanks  and  appreciation  of  our  National 
officers’  visit  was  given. 

President:  We  bave  witb  us  also  today  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe, 
National  Executive  Committeewoman,  of  Lexington,  N.  C. 

Tbe  report  of  National  Committeewoman  was  read  by  Mrs. 
John  T.,  Lowe. 

Motion  was  made  and  carried  that  tbe  report  be  accepted. 

! 

Tbe  report  of  Eidac  Committee  was  read  by  Mrs.  Cutbbert 
Martin,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  same  be  accepted. 

Tbe  report  of  Publicity  Chairman  was  presented  by  Miss 
Annie  Lee. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  same  be  accepted. 

President:  I  wisb  to  congratulate  Mrs.  Reverdy  Miller  on 
her  splendid  membership  work.  I  was  Membership  Chairman 
one  year,  and  I  know  what  it  means  to  successfully  direct  tbis 
work. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  Miller:  Since  writing  this  report  (August 
15)  in  counting  them  up  tbis  morning  I  find  we  bave  one 
thousand  more  members,  and  tbis  entitles  us  to  two  more  dele¬ 
gates  at  tbe  National  Meeting. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  tbis  report  be  accepted. 
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President  :  With  your  permission  I  am  going  to  vary  this 
program.  I  am  going  to  ask  Mrs.  J.  B.  Kittrell,  Greenville, 
N.  C.,  of  the  First  District,  if  she  will  make  her  report. 

REPORT  OF  FIRST  DISTRICT 

It  is  indeed  a  great  pleasure  I  have  today  to  report  to  you  the 
work  accomplished  in  the  First  District  during  the  year  1927-1928. 
In  accordance  with  the  two  great  purposes  of  the  Auxiliary  this 
year:  First,  increased  membership  within  the  units,  and,  second, 
organization  of  new  units,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  First  District  was  composed  of  two  Auxiliary  units,  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Greenville,  in  August,  1927.  One  post  has  been  added 
to  the  District,  likewise  only  one  Auxiliary  has  been  added.  This 
is  Columbia. 

Report  of  membership  according  to  Mrs.  Miller’s  records: 

1927  1928  Quota 


Washington .  44  62  49 

Greenville .  36  ....  40 

Columbia .  ....  10 


Attended  two  Executive  Board  meetings;  one  in  Washington  and 
one  in  Charlotte. 

Held  two  District  meetings — 

1.  In  Greenville  in  March,  at  which  Mrs.  Vass  was  present.  This 
was  a  short  session  following  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Legion  and  the 
Legion  Auxiliary  Pitt  County  Post,  No.  39,  at  which  meeting  the 
following  were  present:  Gil  Rob  Wilson,  National  Chaplain;  Depart¬ 
ment  Commander  General  Albert  Cox  and  Mrs.  Cox;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Vass;  First  District  Committeeman  Edgar  Rowe  and  Mrs. 
Rowe,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  O’H.  Laughinghouse. 

2.  In  Washington  on  May  8,  at  which  five  delegates  each  from 
Greenville  and  Washington  met  to  nominate  the  following  officers: 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Frank  for  First  District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Rodman,  Jr.,  alternate. 

Attended  the  memorial  exercises  and  banquet  held  in  Washington 
by  Beaufort  County  Post  on  May  30.  In  my  talk  at  this  meeting 
I  urged  increased  membership  and  tried  to  show  spiritual  and  so¬ 
cial  pleasures  derived  from  serving  our  ex-service  men  at  Oteen. 

To  work  with  Mrs.  Vass  has  been  an  inspiration.  Her  pep,  her 
enthusiasm  and  her  unselfish,  untiring  service  has  been  refresh- 
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ing  to  observe.  I  feel  that  her  interest  in  the  First  District  will 
continue  to  bear  fruit  through  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Kittrell, 

First  District  Committeewoman. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  same  be  accepted. 

REPORT  OF  SECOND  DISTRICT 

The  Second  District  held  a  joint  meeting  with  the  Legion  at  War- 
renton  on  May  8,  and  although  the  elements  were  against  us  (it 
rained  all  day  and  some  of  the  members  had  to  come  over  one  hun¬ 
dred  miles)  yet  there  were  eighty-one  present.  It  was  a  fine  meet¬ 
ing  and  the  reports  from  the  units  in  the  District  were  wonder¬ 
fully  encouraging. 

Good  work  has  been  done  by  all  the  units  in  Child  Welfare,  Re¬ 
habilitation,  Americanism  and  other  causes,  but  excellent  work  has 
been  done  in  membership.  Almost  all  the  units  have  increased  their 
membership  ten  per  cent  over  last  year’s  membership  and  one  unit 
50  per  cent.  The  District  as  a  whole  has  a  12  per  cent  increase  over 
last  year’s  membership. 

Until  May  8  there  had  been  an  active  unit  at  every  point  in  the 
District  that  had  a  post,  but  since  then  there  has  been  a  post  or¬ 
ganized  at  Littleton,  and  although  we  have  written  and  done  all 
that  could  be  done  to  organize  a  unit  at  this  point,  we  have  met 
with  no  encouragement  or  cooperation  and  thus  far  we  have  failed. 
We  hope,  however,  to  accomplish  this  work  in  the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hettie  W.  McGeachy, 

(Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy) 
Second  District  Committeewoman. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  same  be  accepted. 

Adjournment  to  the  auditorium,  where  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  met  with  the  American  Legion,  after  which  the 
Department  reconvened  for  further  business. 


CITY  AUDITORIUM— IN  JOINT  SESSION  WITH  THE 

AMERICAN  LEGION 

Commander  Cox  :  It  gives  me  a  great  d,eal  of  pleasure  to 
present  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  President  of  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Harry  Vass:  Members  of  the  Legion  and  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary  :  Just  one  minute.  I  want  to  tell  you  that  this  past  year 
has  been  the  happiest  year  of  my  life.  Of  course  a  few  trials 
and  tribulations  have  come,  hut  that  makes  everything  worth 
while,  and  you  then  begin  to  realize  that  you  have  something 
on  the  inside  of  you  that  tells  you  to  go  right  on.  I  promised 
you  last  year  in  Washington  when  you  gave  me  this  lovely  office 
that  I  would  give  you  the  very  best  I  had.  If  I  have  accom¬ 
plished  anything  it  is  with  the  wonderful  assistance  that  you 
fine  men  and  women  have  given  me.  I  thank  you. 

Commander  Cox:  We  are  delighted  to  have  with  us  Mrs. 
Irene  Walbridge,  National  President  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Peterborough,  N.  H. 

Mrs.  Walbridge  :  It  is  a  very  great  joy  to  me  to  be  here  and 
to  bring  to  you — members  of  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary — a 
rery  interested  and  warm  greeting  of  the  National  organiza¬ 
tion.  We  are  so  deeply  conscious  of  the  fine  Legion  and  Auxil¬ 
iary  spirit  which  exists  in  North  Carolina,  that  we  are  proud 
to  acknowledge  it.  I  do  not  think  in  North  Carolina  that  they 
act  like  Quakers,  you  do  not  wait  for  the  spirit  to  move  you, 
the  spirit  always  comes  in  North  Carolina. 

I  thank  you  for  this  invitation  to  be  with  you  today,  and 
congratulate  you  for  the  fine  leadership  you  have.  Your  suc¬ 
cess  is  attributable  to  two  causes — in  the  first  place,  the  leader¬ 
ship  which  you  have  enjoyed.  We  have  enjoyed  our  association 
with  all  of  your  leaders,  and  very  much  indeed,  your  Depart¬ 
ment  Commander,  General  Cox,  and,  we  greatly  appreciate  the 
splendid  way  in  which  he  has  backed  up  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary;  he  has  given  us  the  finest  possible  example  of  what 
this  Auxiliary  means. 
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You  have  been  especially  blessed  this  year  by  the  presence 
of  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  who  has  brought  so  much  success  to  your 
Auxiliary  by  acting  as  President. 

The  second  thing  is  the  fine  effort  which  you  yourselves  have 
given  to  the  work,  and  also  the  splendid  way  in  which  you 
have  backed  up  your  leaders. 

We,  your  National  organization,  desire  to  thank  you  for  the 
fine  efforts  and  for  the  fine  reports  which  always  come  from 
North  Carolina. 

Commander  Cox:  Next  I  wish  to  introduce  Mrs..  W.  W, 
Townes,  Vice  President  of  the  Southern  Division,  Petersburg, 
Virginia. 

Mrs.  Towne:  I  am  happy  to  be  here  today  to  congratulate 
you. 

Commander  Cox:  Now  I  wish  to  present  a  lady  to  you,  who 
does  not  need  an  introduction,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  National 
Executive  Committeewoman,  of  Lexington,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Lowe  :  I  bring  you  greetings  from  the  committeewomen 
to  the  committeemen. 

Commander  Cox  :  I  will  now  present  to  you  the  President 
of  the  Department  of  a  sister  State — Virginia — Miss  Cora 
Vaughan,  Franklin,  Va. 

Miss  Vaughan:  It  is  my  great  privilege  today  to  bring  to 
you  the  greetings  from  your  sister  State.  I  trust  this  will  he 
your  greatest  Convention,  and  that  you  will  continue  the  won¬ 
derful  work  you  have  done  this  year. 

Mayor  Redd  extended  a  most  cordial  welcome  in  behalf  of 
the  city  of  Charlotte. 

Clarence  Kuester,  Secretary  Chamber  of  Commerce :  I 
thank  God  for  the  American  Legion.  Thank  God  for  the  Auxil¬ 
iary  of  the  Legion.  The  foundation,  my  good  friends  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  is  first  the  Christian  home,  Christian  religion,  Christian 
schoolhouse,  and  all  of  these  things  count  one  hundred  per 
cent  by  the  American  Legion,  and  may  it  always  be  so.. 

I  am  not  a  Legionnaire — I  wish  I  were.  I  have  attended 
several  of  your  conventions.  I  have  watched  your  work  pa- 
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tiently  and  carefully  for  ten  years,  I  can  see  nothing  wrong. 
I  attended  your  Convention  with  only  one  thing  in  view,  that 
was  to  be  on  the  job,  so  if  anything  should  come  up  by  which 
I  could  help  you  in  the  most  humble  way  you  would  not  have 
to  look  for  me.  I  shall  stay  with  you  boys  right  on  through  to 
the  end. 

In  Washington  last  year  we  made  you  some  unusual  prom¬ 
ises,  but  shall  now  endeavor  to  carry  them  out.  You  heard  the 
Mayor  say  to  you — “Try  it  once,”  so  you  have  his  word  for 
that. 

Our  people  have  waited  very  anxiously  and  very  patiently 
for  this  day.  You  have  made  us  very  happy  indeed,  by  your 
presence.  We  are  delighted  to  have  you  with  us.  The  only 
regret  we  have  is  that  your  Convention  does  not  last  until  the 
next  Convention,  and  on  and  on  and  on. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  to  wel¬ 
come  different  conventions.  But  no  convention  have  I  wel¬ 
comed  with  more  loving  heart  and  with  a  kinder  feeling  than 
the  Convention  assembled  before  me  at  this  time.  If  either 
the  Mayor,  I,  or  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  or  any  of  our 
citizens  can  serve  you  in  any  way,  let  us  know. 

In  conclusion  we  give  you  a  cordial  welcome  to  our  city,  to 
our  hearts  and  to  our  homes..  Hot  only  the  soldiers  of  the 
World  War,  hut  the  greatest  peace-time  organization  that  the 
world,  ever  saw. 

D.  A.  Childs,  Vice  Commander  of  the  Department :  I  am 
very  sorry  the  Commander — Mr.  Grady  Moore — is  not  here, 
because  he  could  present  this  thing  much  nicer  than  I  could. 
The  Hornets  Post  is  proud  to  have  you  here  as  our  guest.  We 
hope  you  will  have  a  good  time,  and  continue  to  have  during 
the  time  you  will  be  assembled  here. 

Commander  Cox:  The  best  part  of  the  American  Legion, 
is  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  we  are  always  proud  to 
take  credit  for  what  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  accomplish. 
It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  to  you  the  President  of  the  Hornets 
Hest  Unit  Ho.  9,  Mrs.  John  K.  Slear. 
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Mrs.  John  K.  Slear:  It  is  a  great  pleasure,  indeed,  to  bring 
you  a  message  of  hearty  welcome  from  our  Auxiliary.  We 
hope  you  will  find  that  the  plans  of  the  Joint  Committee  meet 
with  your  expectation;  that  you  will  have  a  splendid  time.,  It 
was  our  earnest  desire  to  plan  for  you  a  convention  of  profit 
and  pleasure.  We  hope  you  will  carry  home  with  you  a  deep 
appreciation  of  this  organization.  The  anticipation  of  your 
coming  has  been  very  pleasant.  I  want  to  assure  you  that  we 
Jo  appreciate  the  great  privilege  of  having  you  as  our  guests. 
Some  of  you  will  experience  something  that  you  never  expected 
in  your  life,  because  you  are  going  to  spend  two  days  in  a 
“Hornets  Nest.”  In  the  name  of  the  Hornets  Nest  Unit  I  bid 
you  a  hearty  welcome. 

Response  by  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Vice  President  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary:  For  more  than  a  year  we  have  looked 
forward  to  holding  this  Convention  in  this  city,  for  you  all  know 
the  reputation  Charlotte  has  for  its  hospitality.,  You  have  said 
so  many  nice  things  to  us,  and  done  so  many  nice  things  for  us, 
we  are  really  sorry  that  we  waited  a  whole  year.  I  am  sure 
that  we  are  going  to  have  a  fine  convention  in  a  fine  city. 

Mrs.  Virginia  Hufty  Cawthorne,  the  Legion’s  Sweetheart, 
sang  “There  Is  No  Death,”  after  which  a  silent  prayer  was 
offered  for  the  dead  comrades. 

MEMORIAL  ADDRESS 
By  Paul  R.  Younts,  Charlotte,  N.  C., 

As  we  are  assembled  here  this  morning,  and  I  have  been  given 
tnis  glorious  task  of  bringing  to  you  a  few  words  in  memory  of 
those  men  who  have  made  a  supreme  sacrifice,  and  as  we  are 
gathered  together  this  morning  in  memory  of  those  noble  men  who 
have  gone  on  beyond;  and  as  we  are  here  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  this  country  of  ours  that  we  love  so  well,  we  are  assured  that  the 
glories  of  a  National  peace  are  far  more  to  be  desired  than  the 
glories  of  a  battlefield. 

Noble  indeed  are  the  things  that  have  been  done  in  the  past,  and 
the  things  that  shall  be  done  by  this  Convention.  The  American 
Legion  comes  into  existence  in  one  service — service  to  humanity — 
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service  to  our  State  and  our  Nation;  and  above  all,  service  to  God. 
What  more  could  we  wish  for  than  to  render  some  good  service? 
What  motive  could  be  more  pure;  what  aim  could  be  more  desired 
than  service  to  our  community,  our  comrades  and  our  Nation.  We 
have  gained  a  great  recognition  in  this  country  of  ours  for  the  won¬ 
derful  accomplishments  we  have  made.  Think  at  all  times  of  that 
great  service  we  might  render — we  have  even  taken  our  allies,  our 
enemies — that  were  in  the  past — they  sometimes  think  of  us  as 
soldiers,  but  now  they  think  of  us  as  beautiful  citizens,  as  we  have 
taken  care  of  and  administered  to  the  needy. 

As  I  stand  here  this  morning,  as  I  think — my  memory  carries  me 
back  to  the  battlefield — I  see  thousands  and  thousands  of  men  that 
have  been  stricken  on  the  battlefield,  I  see  those  men  that  have 
gone  on  beyond  into  eternity  and  will  not  come  back  again,  until 
eternity  begins.  They  are  with  us  in  spirit,  and  they  shall  carry 
us  by  their  inspiration  that  they  give  us.  No  matter  what  height 
we  might  try  to  attain  we  shall  never  get  to  that  high  seat  of  honor 
that  is  now  occupied  by  our  departed  comrades,  who  made  the  su¬ 
preme  sacrifices. 

It  is  true  that  those  men  who  have  gone  on  beyond,  it  is  a  won¬ 
derful  thing  to  think  of  them,  not  only  in  death,  but  in  life,  and  as 
that  inspiration  has  carried  us  on,  and  continue  to  do  so  in  years 
to  come,  their  noble  deeds  shall  always  hold  high  in  our  respect  for 
them,  and  the  sacrifices  they  have  made. 

To  commune  with  oneself  sometimes  is  harmful  and  sometimes 
helpful,  but  to  commune  with  God  is  a  blessing,  but  to  commune 
with  our  departed  comrades  is  to  drink  from  that  fountain  of  the 
purest  of  inspiration.  The  inspiration  that  those  men  gave  us— 
and  your  Commander  has  honored  me  in  letting  me  address  you  in 
behalf  of  those  men.  This  is  certainly  a  privilege,  a  glorious  priv¬ 
ilege.  In  addressing  those  men — our  departed  comrades — I  think 
of  them  not  only  on  the  battlefields;  not  only  in  the  camps,  but  I 
think  of  them  today,  as  those  men  who  have  made  the  supreme 
sacrifice,  making  it  possible  for  the  American  Legion  and  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion  Auxiliary  to  exist  in  this  country,  paid  for  by  their 
blood  on  the  battlefield,  for  that  sacrifice  of  home  and  loved  ones. 

We  want  to  commune  with  them.  We  want  to  tell  them  what  we 
have  done  since  they  left  us,  or  since  we  left  them  nine  or  ten  years 
ago.  We  have  tried  to  carry  this  Legion  forward.  Dear  comrades, 
we  now  bring  this  Legion  back  to  you  this  morning;  we  have  tried 
to  take  care  of  it  the  best  we  knew  how.  We  know  you  paid  for  it 
by  sacrifice  of  your  blood.  As  we  stand  here  this  morning,  as  we 
have  tried  to  carry  it  forward,  we  have  thought  of  you,  because  we 
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knew  that  the  obstacles  would  be  great  in  our  way,  just  as  great 
as  those  were  in  France  when  you  tried  to  accomplish  your  cause. 
We  know  that  you  paid  that  supreme  sacrifice,  and  we  will  not  let 
it  stand  in  our  way  as  long  as  the  cause  is  worthy. 

My  comrades,  we  are  trying  to  carry  this  Legion  forward,  we 
need  courage,  and  courage  is  what  we  want.  We  know  that  the 
poet  said,  “Dust  thou  came  and  to  dust  do  thou  return.”  But  we 
know  that  does  not  speak  of  the  soul.  That  soul  of  yours,  dear 
comrades,  shall  carry  us  onward  and  upward  in  trying  to  make 
this  country  a  better  place  to  live. 

As  we  bring  this  Legion  back  to  you  we  want  you  to  know  we 
have  tried  to  take  care  of  your  loved  ones  the  best  we  knew  how. 
We  came  back  from  France,  we  organized  the  Legion,  we  organized 
the  Auxiliary  for  your  dear  mothers,  daughters,  sisters  and  wives, 
we  have  tried  to  administer  to  all  of  them,  we  have  tried  to  take 
care  of  our  fallen  comrades.  We  have  tried  to  make  this  country 
stronger,  so  that  your  children  will  not  have  to  pay  the  sacrifice 
you  did.  May  your  names,  and  I  am  sure  they  will  be,  be  written 
in  gold  letters.  We  shall  carry  this  American  Legion  and  this  Aux¬ 
iliary  on  for  the  best  of  humanity  and  for  you,  our  departed  com¬ 
rades. 

Commander  Cox  :  It  is  most  fitting  and  suitable,  the  priv¬ 
ilege  we  have  at  this  memorial  exercise,  representatives  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  that  they  have  a  part  in  memorial¬ 
izing  the  men  and.  women  who  fell,  soldiers  and  nurses  in  de¬ 
fense  of  their  country.,  I  now  have  the  privilege  to  present  Mrs. 
W.  D.  Pemberton.  Mrs.  Pemberton  spoke  as  follows: 

It  is  fitting,  at  the  beginning  of  this  great  Convention,  that  we 
pause  and  in  the  sacredness  and  stillness  of  the  hour,  come  with 
hearts  bowed  down  to  pay  this  last  tribute  of  love  and  respect  to 
our  cherished  ones,  and  our  co-workers  who  have  left  us  during  the 
last  year. 

This  is  a  hallowed  service — a  memorial  to  those  who  fought  and 
died,  and  also  for  those  who  fought  and  lived  and  lived  and  fought 
to  keep  alive  American  ideals,  American  principles  and  American 
civilization. 

In  our  organization  we  have  many  vacant  chairs,  for  in  the  past 
few  months  death  has  reaped  a  rich  harvest,  taking  loyal  workers 
from  many  units. 

World  War  Veterans  and  Auxiliarians  have  fallen  before  the  un¬ 
compromising  sickle  of  death  and  joined  that  innumerable  and 
illustrious  caravan  waiting  on  the  other  shore. 
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“One  by  one  we  miss  the  voices 
That  we  loved  so  well  to  hear, 

One  by  one  their  kindly  faces 
In  death’s  darkness  disappear.” 

So  this  is  the  hour  of  memory.  Can  this  be  all  that  we  are  will¬ 
ing  to  share  with  those  gone  before?  Ah!  No,  their  records  of  noble 
deeds  shall  never  die.  We  shall  ever  keep  green  the  hallowed  spots 
where  our  dead  lie  buried,  but  a  far  greater  memorial  is  the  living 
vital  forces  of  these  organizations.  Through  the  great  baptism  of 
blood  we  have  become  members  of  this  great  organization — the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  every  object  which  arouses  our 
interest  and  calls  forth  our  endeavors  is  a  tribute  to  those  men 
who  dared  all  and  gave  all  in  defense  of  American  ideals. 

Are  we  keeping  their  memory  green?  Yea,  as  long  as  there  is  a 
unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  we  will  continue  to  build 
monuments,  strive  to  have  history  truthfully  written,  and  care  for 
the  sick  and  suffering.  And  above  all  we  are  placing  on  memory’s 
altar  a  pure  light  to  guide  us  to  a  life  of  service,  and  to  be  to  coming 
generations  an  inspiration  to  cherish  the  high  ideals,  the  courage 
and  the  devotion  of  the  World  War  soldiers. 

So  today  we  lay  the  wreath  of  remembrance  in  tribute  to  those, 
whose  earthly  activities  have  ended  but  of  whom  we  love  to  think 
only  of  having  been  transferred  to  a  higher  field  of  endeavor. 

So  loving,  hoping  and  believing  in  the  guardianship  of  God,  we 
leave  our  dear  friends  secure  in  His  eternal  love. 


AUXILIARY  SESSION  RESUMED 

After  adjournment  to  the  auditorium,  the  Auxiliary  returned 
to  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  where  the  meeting  was  con¬ 
tinued,  at  11 :45  a.m. 

President  :  I  think  we  all  feel  fully  repaid  for  having  gone 
to  the  joint  meeting  with  the  American  Legion. 

REPORT  OF  SEVENTH  DISTRICT 

Unit  organized  in  Troy.  Frequent  personal  letters  to  all  unit 
presidents  in  District,  always  urging  membership  drives. 

Personal  letters  to  all  post  commanders,  asking  them  to  assist  the 
Auxiliaries  in  getting  new  members.  No  visits  to  units. 

District  meeting  May  31  at  North  Wilkesboro,  fifty-eight  attending. 
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Endorsed  Mrs.  George  Iseley  of  Raleigh  for  next  Department 
President. 

Membership,  August  1,  1927,  516;  membership,  August  1,  1928, 
560;  an  increase  of  44. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Gordon  Finley, 
District  Committeewoman. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  same  he  accepted. 

REPORT  OF  EIGHTH  DISTRICT 

As  Eighth  District  Committeewoman,  I  am  glad  to  report  that 
we  have  taken  a  forward  step,  and  really  have  something  to  be 
proud  of. 

Our  District  meeting  was  entertained  in  Statesville  with  85  guests 
present. 

During  the  year  an  auxiliary  unit  was  organized  at  Taylorsville 
with  16  charter  members. 

It  is  with  pride  that  I  report  Statesville  has  more  than  doubled 
in  membership.  Letters  were  written  to  all  unit  presidents  urging 
an  increase  in  membership. 

May  I  express  my  pride  in  the  work  accomplished  by  units  in 
this  District.  It  has  been  a  privilege  as  well  as  an  honor  to  serve 
with  and  for  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  and  much  of  our  success  is  due 
to  her  efforts.  We  wish  to  thank  her  for  her  loving  help  and  co¬ 
operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson, 
Eighth  District  Committeewoman. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  same  he  accepted. 

REPORT  OF  NINTH  DISTRICT 

As  District  Committeewoman  of  the  Ninth  District,  I  beg  to  sub- 
mit  the  following  report: 

The  greater  number  of  units  in  the  District  have  been  most  active 
and  have  made  a  most  enviable  record,  of  which  I  am  very  proud. 

I  wish  to  report  the  organization  of  two  new  units,  Davidson  and 
Morganton.  The  interest  they  are  manifesting  and  the  good  work 
they  are  accomplishing  predict  a  bright  future  for  them.  I  wish  to 
express  my  appreciation  to  Captain  Elkins  of  the  Davidson  Post, 
and  to  Mr.  Frank  Patton,  Ninth  District  Committeeman,  for  the  in¬ 
valuable  assistance  rendered  in  organizing  these  units. 
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I  have  made  eighty-four  visits  to  the  unite,  written  one  hundred 
thirty-one  letters,  contacted  unit  presidents  with  sixty  telegrams 
and  sixty-four  telephone  calls. 

On  May  4  a  joint  meeting  of  the  posts  and  units  was  held  in 
Belmont;  more  than  three  hundred  were  present.  At  six  o’clock 
we  had  separate  business  sessions,  at  seven  we  adjourned  to  the 
Legion  Hut,  where  we  were  served  a  most  delicious  buffet  dinner 
by  the  Belmont  Unit.  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  National  Vice  Com¬ 
mander  Younts  and  Major  A.  L.  Bulwinkle  were  the  speakers  on 
our  program.  It  was  voted  to  have  the  next  District  meeting  at 
Newton.  May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  the  Belmont  Post  and  Unit  for  having  entertained  the  Ninth 
District  so  royally? 

There  has  been  a  great  increase  in  membership  throughout  the 
District  during  the  past  year,  most  of  the  units  increasing  last 
year’s  membership. 

I  sent  telegrams  to  our  Congressmen  and  Senators  endorsing  the 
Tyson-Fitzgerald  Bill,  the  Universal  Draft,  Navy  Bill,  and  Increased 
Hospitalization  Bill. 

I  am  very  much  gratified  that  the  Kings  Mountain  Unit  was  suc¬ 
cessful  in  American  Activities,  one  of  their  high  school  girls  be¬ 
ing  one  of  the  successful  contestants  in  the  Americanism  contest. 
The  unit  encouraged  this  by  offering  an  additional  prize. 

The  units  of  this  District  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  rehabili¬ 
tation  work  they  have  done,  especially  at  Christmas. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  say  that  I  am  very  proud  of 
the  Ninth  District,  and  to  thank  all  of  the  unit  presidents  and 
Auxiliary  members  who  have  contributed  so  untiringly  to  making 
this  a  successful  year.  It  has  been  a  privilege  and  honor  to  have 
served  with  you  for  two  years. 

I  desire  to  thank  our  President,  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  and  our 
Secretary,  Mrs.  William  Chance,  for  their  support  and  untiring 
efforts;  also  my  Alternate  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Connolly  Gamble, 
for  her  loyal  support  and  cooperation  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ona  Choate, 

Ninth  District  Committeewoman. 
Motion  made  and  carried  that  same  be  accepted. 

Reports  from  units  were  presented  as  follows  : 

Concord  Unit  by  Miss  Mary  Pemberton. 

Kinston  Unit  by  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy. 

Beaufort  County  Post,  Ko.  15,  by  Mrs.  Hannah  Bonner. 
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Mooresville  Unit  bv  Mrs.  Pharr. 

v 

Pitt  County  Unit  by  Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace. 

St.  Paul  Unit  bv  Miss  Julia  MeXeill. 
Wilmington  Unit  by  Mrs.  McLellan. 

Gastonia  Unit  by  Mrs.  Fleming. 

Lumberton  Post,  Xo.  T2,  bv  Mrs.  Duke. 

Wilson  Unit  bv  Mrs.  Herring. 

*J  o 

Columbia  Unit  bv  Mrs.  T.  W.  Armstrong. 
Taylorsville  Unit  by  Mrs.  Leggett. 

Xorth  Wilkesboro  Unit  bv  Mrs.  Gordon  Finlev. 

c  c 

Samuel  C.  Hart  Post,  Salisburv. 

7  «/ 

Henderson  Post,  Xo.  60,  bv  Mrs.  Fleming. 

7  7*  O 

Adjournment  until  2  :15  p.m. 


SECOXD  SESSIOX 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  bv  the  President. 

O  c 


REPORT  OF  FOURTH  DISTRICT 


The  Fourth  District  has  increased  its  membership  just  a  little 
over  30  per  cent  instead  of  the  10  per  cent  asked  for.  Each  unit 
did  not  increase  so  much,  but  the  District  as  a  whole.  We  held  the 
first  District  meeting  in  the  State  this  year,  which  was  well  at¬ 
tended  and  quite  a  success  in  what  it  accomplished.  Mrs.  Yass, 
Commander  Cox  and  Adjutant  Powell  were  some  of  our  distin¬ 
guished  guests  at  this  time.  About  150  girls  from  Louisburg  Col¬ 
lege  also  attended  the  afternoon  session.  At  this  meeting  the  idea 
of  each  unit  helping  with  the  District  expense  was  introduced  by 
the  Raleigh  Unit.  This  was  a  timely  suggestion  as  expenses,  such 
as  visits  from  county  to  county,  stationery,  postage,  phone  calls  and 
telegrams  mount  up  exceedingly  fast. 

Henderson,  one  of  the  units  in  the  Fourth  District,  received  a 
National  citation  this  year  and  another  unit  missed  it  by  only  a  few 
hours. 

I  have  visited  four  of  my  units  and  contacted  the  presidents  of 
two  others.  The  remaining  three  were  written  to,  called  over  phone 
and  wired  in  an  effort  to  get  some  satisfactory  hearing,  but  so  far 
I  must  report  a  failure  to  get  any  response.  However,  two  of  these 
have  made  their  reports  to  the  Department  and  have  fulfilled  their 
obligations  in  every  way. 
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I  attended  one  District  meeting  other  than  ours  and  also  attended 
the  Executive  meeting  in  Lumberton.  Illness  in  my  family  pre¬ 
vented  me  from  attending  other  Executive  meetings. 

I  have  not  attempted  to  organize  new  units — only  made  a  strenu¬ 
ous  effort  to  keep  what  we  had  in  working  shape. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Hugh  Perry, 
Fourth  District  Committeewoman. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  it  be  accepted. 

President  :  May  I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  to  this  Con¬ 
vention  Mrs.  Ficklin  of  Georgia,  National  Legislative  Chair¬ 
man. 

Mrs.  Ficklin:  I  am  happy  to  be  here.  For  a  long  time  con¬ 
ventions  have  meant  for  me  very  hard  work.  I  feel  quite  like 
a  girl,  whose  mother  said,  “Mary,  you  had  no  business  letting 
that  boy  kiss  you  on  the  porch  last  night.”  Mary  said,  “Oh, 
Mother,  that  was  not  business;  that  was  pleasure.”  I  hope  to 
say  some  other  word  to  you  later. 

REPORT  OF  FIFTH  DISTRICT 

The  Fifth  District  has  eight  active  units,  representing  a  member¬ 
ship  of  1,041,  which  is  an  increase  of  127  over  that  of  last  year. 

Durng  the  year  every  unit  has  been  contacted,  either  by  personal 
visit  or  by  mail.  The  Alternate  Committeewoman  and  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  more  than  a  hundred  letters  to  the  units,  the  Department  and 
the  various  chairmen,  in  the  interest  of  Auxiliary  work. 

With  the  exception  of  the  one  held  in  Washington,  N.  C.,  I  have 
attended  every  Executive  meeting  called  by  the  Department  Presi¬ 
dent. 

To  stimulate  interest  in  membership,  we  have  given  a  trophy,  to 
be  known  as  the  White-Witherspoon  Cup,  and  it  will  be  presented 
to  the  unit  of  our  District  making  the  greatest  percentage  increase 
in  membership,  over  the  membership  of  last  year.  We  are  giving 
to  the  member  getter  of  the  District  a  gold  Auxiliary  pin.  The  De¬ 
partment  issued  a  bulletin  for  us,  announcing  these  trophies  to  the 
units. 

I  sent  a  questionnaire  to  the  president  of  each  unit  and  found 
when  they  were  returned  to  me  that  all  eight  units  of  the  Fifth 
District  had  met  every  requirement  of  the  Department. 

The  District  meeting  was  held  in  Greensboro  March  6.  Winston- 
Salem,  Greensboro,  High  Point,  Durham,  Leaksville  and  Oxford 
were  represented.  We  had  a  joint  luncheon  meeting  with  the  Legion 
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of  the  District.  Fifty  Legionnaires  and  sixty-five  Auxiliary  mem¬ 
bers  attended.  The  Department  President,  Mrs.  Vass,  and  Com¬ 
mander  Cox  were  the  chief  speakers  and  the  unit  meeting  which 
followed  was  helpful  and  inspiring. 

I  want  to  thank  Mr.  Shapiro,  the  Fifth  District  Committeeman, 
Mrs.  Ed  Benbow,  President  of  the  Greensboro  Unit,  and  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Witherspoon,  the  Alternate  Committeewoman,  for  their  help  in 
making  the  District  meeting  an  outstanding  event.  Also  my  appre¬ 
ciation  to  the  units  for  their  cooperation,  and  my  gratitude  to  the 
Department  President  for  her  stimulating  interest  in  my  efforts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Mrs.  V.  Ben)  Cecile  H.  White, 

Fifth  District  Committeewoman. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  same  be  accepted. 

REPORT  OF  TENTH  DISTRICT 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  you  as  District  Committeewoman 
and  I  have  enjoyed  the  work  of  visiting  the  various  units  in  my 
District,  even  though  at  times  my  visits  have  been  made  under 
some  difficulties,  but  it  has  been  an  interesting  task  rendered  less 
arduous  by  the  help  and  cooperation  of  our  Department  President, 
Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  and  the  women  of  the  Tenth  District. 

It  was  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to  attend  the  first  execu¬ 
tive  meeting  held  in  Winston-Salem  in  November.  In  December  I 
was  a  guest  of  the  Raleigh  Post  and  Unit,  at  which  time  they  en¬ 
tertained  the  National  Commander,  Edward  Spafford.  March  6,  I 
was  invited  to  be  present  at  the  Fifth  District  meeting  held  in 
Greensboro.  After  hearing  the  wonderful  reports  from  the  various 
units  of  this  District,  which  truly  inspired  me,  I  came  away  feel¬ 
ing  that  there  was  much  to  be  accomplished  in  my  District.  It  was 
my  happy  privilege  to  attend  the  Post  and  Unit  Officers  Conference 
held  in  Lumberton  on  March  13,  at  which  time  Commander  Spafford 
and  Mrs.  Townes,  our  Southeastern  Vice  President,  were  present. 

I  have  contacted  every  unit  in  my  District  by  visits,  letters,  tele¬ 
grams  and  telephone  calls.  I  have  formed  two  new  units  at  Waynes- 
ville  and  Rutherfordton.  Your  Committeewoman  brought  in  thirty- 
nine  renewals  in  membership  in  my  own  unit,  of  which  it  has  been 
my  privilege  to  serve  as  vice  president  for  two  years.  As  prize 
chairman  of  our  annual  benefit  card  party,  through  the  courtesy  of 
merchants  and  friends  I  secured  eighty-five  beautiful  as  well  as 
useful  prizes. 
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In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  deepest  gratitude  to  our  Depart¬ 
ment  President,  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  and  all  Department  officers,  and 
the  women  in  my  District  who  have  cooperated  so  beautifully  in 
this  noble  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Anne  Bruce  Chandley, 

(Mrs.  Sylvan  S.  Chandley) 
Tenth  District  Committeewoman. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  same  be  accepted. 

REPORT  OF  SECRETARY 

At  the  November  8  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board,  held  at  the 
Robert  E.  Lee  Hotel,  Winston-Salem,  the  appointment  of  your  Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer  was  ratified.  An  office  was  established  in  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Vass  in  order  that  the  work  of  the  Department  might  be 
better  handled.  During  the  absence  of  our  State  President  while  in 
attendance  at  Convention  in  Paris,  with  Mrs.  Iseley  our  First  Vice 
President,  at  the  head,  the  Department  endeavored  to  keep  in  close 
touch  with  all  units  and  their  activities. 

Bulletins  of  the  various  committeewomen  and  chairmen,  as  well 
as  President’s  messages,  etc.,  have  been  mimeographed,  or  a  total 
of  about  sixty-nine  sets  of  bulletins.  Over  4,000  sheets  of  Conven¬ 
tion  reports  were  mimeographed  to  be  handed  to  the  various  dele¬ 
gates  attending  the  Convention. 

It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  estimate  the  number  of  letters 
which  have  been  written.  We  have  tried  at  all  times  to  be  prompt 
in  answering  all  mail,  when  possible  not  holding  any  replies  more 
than  twenty-four  hours. 

Your  Secretary  has  attended  all  Executive  Committee  meetings, 
all  Finance  Committee  meetings  and  other  conferences  called  by 
our  President. 

Application  blanks,  copies  of  Constitution,  Manual  of  Ceremonies, 
flag  codes  and  all  other  literature  requested  has  been  sent  to  the 
units.  Also,  National  monthly  bulletins  have  been  mailed  from  De¬ 
partment  Headquarters. 

Newspaper  publicity  has  been  secured  by  writing  articles  and 
keeping  in  close  touch  with  Captain  Fletcher  of  the  “F.  0.  P.” 

We  have  this  year  added  eight  new  units  to  the  Department, 
bringing  the  total  number  of  active  units  to  sixty-five,  and  I  want 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  these  units  for  their  help  and 
kindness  towards  me  during  the  term  of  my  service. 

We  have  worked  untiringly  on  the  inactive  list,  and  in  every  way 
have  tried  to  get  them  to  answer  correspondence,  but  without  avail. 
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There  are  fifty-five  units  on  the  Honor  Roll,  and  100  per  cent  as 
to  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare  and  tax.  This  is  a  remarkable  per¬ 
centage,  and  I  deem  it  a  nice  compliment  to  our  President,  Mrs. 
Vass. 

For  the  information  of  the  Convention  I  am  pleased  to  announce 
that  membership  of  the  Department,  which  stood  at  3,515  at  the 
close  of  1927,  is  to  date,  August  27,  1928,  4,423. 

In  the  office  of  the  Department  Headquarters,  your  Secretary  and 
Mrs.  Vass  handled  over  100,000  poppies,  reshipping  same  to  the 
units  and  posts  in  the  State.  Not  only  in  handling  the  poppy  orders 
did  Mrs.  Vass  help,  but  she  was  always  on  hand  and  ready  to  do 
anything  possible  to  assist  me. 

I  want  to  thank  the  Charlotte  Convention  Committee  for  help¬ 
ing  us  so  much  with  the  Convention  and  keeping  us  in  touch  with 
things. 

For  consideration  I  would  like  to  make  the  following  recommen¬ 
dations: 

First.  That  adequate  files  be  purchased  for  the  Department  office, 
as  the  ones  we  have  now  are  insufficient; 

Second.  That  the  unit  secretaries  be  urged  to  give  more  careful 
consideration  to  the  filling  out  of  membership  applications,  being 
sure  to  see  that  all  blank  spaces  are  filled  and  signed,  either  by  the 
Adjutant  or  Adjutant  General,  whichever  the  case  may  be,  as  this 
alone  will  save  the  incoming  Secretary  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
hardship,  and; 

Third.  That  we  at  this  Convention  assembled  call  for  the  charters 
of  units  which  have  not  functioned,  as  it  is  handicapping  us  at  Na¬ 
tional  when  North  Carolina’s  quota  is  made  up. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Annette  Chance,, 

Secretary. 

After  hearing  the  Secretary’s  report  read,  motion  was  made 
by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt  that  the  first  recommendation  in  same  be 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee.  Motion  seconded  and  car¬ 
ried., 

Motion  was  made  that  the  second  recommendation  be  adopted. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

President  :  I  would  like  this  third  recommendation  to  be 
discussed  during  this  meeting.  We  have  several  units  that  are 
not  functioning  at  all,  and  some  that  have  not  even  answered 
our  letters. 

» 
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Mrs.  Perry:  WTiat  is  the  National  ruling  on  that  as  regards 
having  charters  revoked? 

Mrs.  Walbridge,  National  President:  That  is  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Department.  The  Department  President  rec¬ 
ommends  the  cancellation  of  the  charters,  and  then  National 
Executive  Committee  takes  final  action  in  wiping  them  off  of 
our  list.  I  think  there  has  been  felt  a  general  need  of  instruc¬ 
tions  in  regard  to  that.  There  is  a  Standing  Committee  on  Con¬ 
stitution  and  By-Laws,  which  is  going  to  bring  in  recommenda¬ 
tions  at  the  National  Convention.  Your  Department  President 
is  asking  you  to  advise  her — and  she  will  be  the  one  who  rec¬ 
ommends  to  the  National  organization. 

Mrs.  Lowe:  Does  this  mean  that  you  will  take  the  charter 
away  from  that  unit?  How  are  you  going  to  demand  it? 

President:  Ask  for  it,  of  course. 

Delegate:  You  might  entice  them  to  join  another  unit,  it 
seems  a  rather  hard  proposition — I  am  asking  how  far  we  can 
go  with  that.  The  Constitution  won’t  let  you  have  the  charter. 
There  are  certain  requirements  that  we  must  live  up  to., 

President  :  I  have  had  several  letters  from  units  saying  they 
could  not  do  a  thing.  I  have  seen  one  from  my  own  neighbor¬ 
ing  city  stating  that  they  could  not  give  up  the  charter  ;  that 
they  will  need  it  so  much  in  years  to  come.  If  that  is  so,  they 
could  help  us  now.  There  are  rules  on  revocation  of  charters. 
At  the  National  headquarters  they  are  fixing  a  quota,  and  they 
are  basing  membership  on  that. 

Mrs.  Bonner:  Are  not  the  units  under  control  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association?  If  the  National  Association  asks  you  for 
your  charter  you  will  have  to  give  it  up,  then  you  are  not  con¬ 
sidered  a  unit. 

President:  They  are  supposed  to  give  up  their  charter  and 
all  funds  they  might  have  accumulated  in  that  unit.  The 
charter  situation  is  quite  a  bugbear  in  our  Department.  Every 
year  it  means  harder  work  for  the  department  heads  that  go  in. 
Building  up  an  old  unit  is  three  times  the  effort  of  organizing 
a  new  one. 
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Mrs.  Norfleet:  It  is  an  expense  for  postage  and  things  like 
that  in  sending  letters  to  this  d.ead  timber  that  goes  in  the 
waste  basket. 

President  reads  Article  10  of  the  By-Laws. 

Mrs.  Martin  :  If  you  have  a  right  to  revoke  it,  and  recall 
the  charter,  I  would  do  so.,  I  would  not  want  it  and  no  one 
else  would.  They  would  not  want  it  to  hang  up  on  the  wall  and 
say,  “Here  is  what  we  belong  to,”  when  they  dp  not  belong  to  it. 

Delegate:  Does  this  Convention  have  to  act  upon  that? 

President  :  That  is  a  question  we  are  trying  to  settle.  I 
want  the  Convention  to  hear  it. 

Delegate:  We  don’t  know  the  conditions  under  which  these 
various  units  have  failed  to  be  a  live  unit.  I  think  it  would  be 
rather  difficult  for  us,  unless  we  have  studied,  the  history  of 
that  unit,  to  know  what  to  do  about  this.  I  would  hate  to  re¬ 
voke  a  unit’s  charter  unless  I  knew  what  that  unit  had  done. 
I  think  that  should  be  a  question  for  the  officers  to  decide. 

Delegate:  Could  it  not  be  turned  over  to  the  Constitution 
Committee  and  let  them  work  out  a  scheme? 

President:  It  is  already  in  the  Constitution.  We  have  to 
take  action  on  that  question  now,  and  it  is  not  a  question  for 
the  Constitution  Committee.  The  question  is  whether  we  shall 
or  shall  not  revoke  their  charter? 

Mrs.  Bonner:  Is  it  not  a  question  for  the  National  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  to  settle? 

Motion  made  that  this  Auxiliary  go  on  record  as  upholding 
the  Constitution  in  regard  to  revoking  charters  from  units  that 
have  ceased  to  function.  Seconded  and  carried. 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER 

Summary  of 

Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  Funds 
August  14,  1928 


Balance 

on  Hand 

Balance 
on  Hand 

8-4-27 

Receipts 

Disbursements 

8-14-28 

General  Fund  . 

Emergency  Fund — 

.$  89.90 

$  4,224.47 

$  2,692.30 

$1,622.07 

Sanford  Disaster 
National  Dues  _ 

218.86 

3.99 

1.150.30 

2.145.31 

1,150.30 

1,496.16 

222.85 

Oteen  Nurses  Fund  2,342.08 

2,991.23 

Poppy  Fund  . 

.  140.18 

2,354.73 

2,494.91 

State  Rehab.  Fund 

877.24 

2,033.22 

2,192.30 

718.16 

Unit  Tax  . 

.  833.00 

871.00 

1,754.00 

Totals  . 

.$4,551.26 

$12,783.02 

$11,779.97 

$5,554.31 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  William  Chance, 

Treasurer . 


Motion  made  and  carried  that  this  report  be  accepted,  at 
which  time  the  entire  Convention  gave  Mrs.  Chance  a  rising 
vote  for  the  excellent  work  she  has  accomplished  during  the 
past  year. 

Mrs.  George  Iseley  taking  the  chair. 

PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

The  general  spirit  of  good  will  and  service  which  has  dominated 
this  past  year  has  dispelled  any  doubt  which  would  have  fostered 
the  question,  “Is  it  all  worth  while?”  Ours  is  a  field  of  ever-ripe 
grain.  It  continually  offers  opportunities  for  labor,  love  and  service. 
With  the  fundamental  soundness  and  earnestness  of  our  organiza¬ 
tion  we  have  awakened  with  renewed  energy  for  a  record  year. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  fascinating  to  the  most  ideal¬ 
istic,  because  of  its  ever  newness.  Not  a  day  passes  but  what  some 
new  phase  of  our  beloved  work  appears.  To  one  not  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  organization  it  would  probably  seem  a  hopeless 
undertaking. 

Here  I  am  confronted  with  words  of  Browning’s — “A  man’s  reach 
should  exceed  his  grasp,  or  what’s  a  heaven  for?” 

Since  the  Convention  held  in  Washington  one  year  ago  it  has 
been  my  privilege,  as  well  as  responsibility,  to  occupy  the  chair  of 
president  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  American  Legion 
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Auxiliary.  The  first  official  act  was  an  Executive  Board  meeting 
held  at  a  dinner  in  the  Episcopal  Parish  House  of  that  city. 

There  was  only  a  short  duration  of  time  between  the  Convention 
at  Washington  and  the  Convention  at  Paris,  France,  where  I  was  to 
represent  North  Carolina  as  Department  President  and  delegate. 

During  my  absence  from  the  country  the  affairs  of  the  Auxiliary 
were  left  in  the  hands  of  and  carefully  executed  through  our  efficient 
First  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Iseley.  North  Carolina  took  a 
prominent  part  in  all  memorial  services  on  board  ship,  as  in 
Brussels,  and  at  the  Arc  de  Triomphe  in  Paris,  where  beautiful 
floral  wreaths  were  placed.  Small  United  States  flags  and  soil  from 
our  own  State  were  carried  over  and  placed  on  the  graves  of  our 
hoys  in,  the  American  Cemetery  at  Romagne.  Our  own  Depart¬ 
ment  colors  were  taken  to  France,  and  won  a  National  citation. 
Every  business  session  of  the  Convention  was  attended  by  your 
President  and  National  Committeewoman,  Miss  Annie  Lee.  The 
States  dinner,  with  notables  of  France  and  allied  countries  present, 
was  a  brilliant  affair  this  year,  with  General  and  Mrs.  Albert  L. 
Cox  and  Commander  Paul  R.  Younts  as  Department  guests.  North 
Carolina’s  table  was  centered  with  lovely  cut  flowers  and  the  flag 
of  North  Carolina.  Many  souvenirs  were  taken  over.  Small  pottery 
jugs,  used  as  place  cards,  cotton  and  long-leaf  pines.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  the  R.  J.  Reynolds  Tobacco  Company,  American  cigar¬ 
ettes  were  provided  for  over  3,000  delegates  and  visitors.  At  the 
North  Carolina  luncheon,  the  Charlotte  drum  and  bugle  corps  were 
guests. 

Trying  to  contact  North  Carolinians  on  board  ship  was  happily 
carried  out  at  an  afternoon  tea. 

On  November  8,  the  Executive  Board  met  at  Winston-Salem  to 
plan  the  program  for  the  year  and  to  ratify  the  appointments  of 
chairmanship.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  entertain  them  for  luncheon 
at  the  Robert  E\  Lee  Hotel. 

During  the  same  month  at  a  joint  dinner  meeting  in  Raleigh, 
your  President  welcomed  to  the  State  in  behalf  of  the  Auxiliary, 
our  National  Commander,  Edward  L.  Spafford. 

In  January  the  Finance  Board  held  a  meeting  at  Department 
Headquarters. 

Throughout  the  year  my  visits  to  the  various  units  have  numbered 
fifty-four  and  many  joint  meetings  with  the  Legion.  In  many  in¬ 
stances  in  passing  through  towns,  I  always  tried  to  contact  the 
presidents  of  the  units.  Have  covered  over  8,000  miles  of  travel  by 
automobile.  Time  forbids  my  enumerating  by  units  the  generous 
courtesies  and  friendliness  extended  me.  The  flowers,  luncheons, 
dinners  and  teas  were  all  lovely  and  of  which  I  am  most  appreciative. 
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The  enthusiastic  reaction  of  the  Auxiliary  program  of  activities 
has  been  most  gratifying.  Your  President  made  twenty-two  talks  to 
civic  clubs,  four  to  book  clubs  and  four  to  patriotic  organizations 
throughout  the  State,  and  on  one  occasion  had  the  opportunity  to 
speak  to  the  History  Club  of  Salem  College. 

In  February,  1928,  I  attended  the  National  Defense  Conference  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  I  was  greatly  impressed  with  the  fact  that  ade¬ 
quate  National  defense  should  be  given  proper  and  just  considera¬ 
tion.  However,  stressing  the  idea  of  our  own  National  President, 
Mrs.  Walbridge,  that  we  must  have  the  good  will  of  all  peoples  and 
nations.  The  Legion’s  National  program  on  legislation  was  care¬ 
fully  carried  out  through  letters  and  telegrams  to  our  Senators  and 
Congressmen.  You  are  familiar  with  the  favorable  action  in  the 
passage  of  the  various  veterans  bills,  as  well  as  the  Tyson-Fitzgerald 
Bill,  which  was  passed  over  the  President’s  veto.  One  afternoon  was 
spent  at  the  National  Rehabilitation  Conference.  Our  Department 
Chairman,  Miss  Gwaltney,  read  a  splendid  paper  at  this  meeting. 

Governor  McLean  appointed  your  President  to  act  as  chairman  for 
North  Carolina  for  the  memorial  of  the  heroic  women  of  the  World 
War. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  was  held  at  Lumberton  during 
the  Post  Officers’  Conference  in  March.  Our  own  Southern  National 
Vice  President,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Townes,  was  our  guest  and  speaker. 

Several  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Veterans  Bureau  in  Charlotte, 
which  yielded  most  satisfactory  results.  Also  two  trips  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  where  conferences  were  held  with  General  F.  T.  Hines. 

Our  National  President,  Mrs.  Irene  McIntyre  Walbridge,  visited 
Winston-Salem  March  31.  At  the  same  time,  Mrs.  Townes  was  also 
a  guest.  The  Department  President  was  hostess  at  a  luncheon  in 
their  honor  at  the  Forsyth  Country  Club.  That  evening  the  Clyde 
Bolling  Post,  unit  and  Department,  entertained  at  a  dinner  with 
guests  from  all  parts  of  the  State  present.  Mrs.  Walbridge  joined 
the  Executive  Board  at  Boone  for  their  June  meeting. 

From  Boone  we  motored  to  Asheville  where  the  Kiffin  Rockwell 
Unit  entertained  at  dinner  for  Mrs.  Walbridge.  A  day  and  a  half 
was  spent  at  Oteen  visiting  the  patients.  It  has  been  my  pleasure 
to  make  frequent  visits  to  Oteen  this  year,  and  one  in  particular 
was  the  opening  of  the  new  building.  It  is  indeed  encouraging  to 
report  our  hospital  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  administration 
has  been  most  kind  in  allowing  me  such  generous  privileges  on  all 
visits.  Twice  this  year,  through  the  generosity  of  the  R.  J.  Reynolds 
Tobacco  Company,  cigarettes  have  been  given  me  for  all  patients 
at  Oteen. 
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Six  District  meetings  have  been  held  with  large  attendance. 
These  I  deem  of  equal  importance  to  the  State  Convention  itself. 

Greetings  were  taken  to  the  D.  A.  R.  Conference  in  Raleigh  and 
the  State  War  Mothers  in  Charlotte.  Many  courtesies  were  extended 
your  President  on  these  occasions.  An  invitation  to  the  U.  D.  C. 
meeting  in  Asheville  was  delegated  to  Mrs.  Iseley,  Vice  President, 
to  take  greetings,  as  I  was  in  France. 

I  regret  that  illness  forced  me  to  decline  the  invitation  of  the 
Department  of  South  Carolina  to  attend  their  Convention. 

The  great  number  of  poppies  sold  this  year  makes  it  possible  to 
carry  on  the  extensive  work  outlined  at  the  Oteen  Clinic,  Child 
Welfare  and  Rehabilitation  program.  Our  most  efficient  nurse,  Miss 
Reinhardt,  has  been  constantly  on  the  job,  and  her  reports  and 
visits  have  kept  the  Department  in  close  contact. 

Our  prison  work  alone  more  than  justifies  our  existence.  The 
progress  in  this  line  has  been  outstanding.  I  would  like  to  quote 
here  a  paragraph  from  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  George  Ross  Pou, 
Superintendent  of  the  State  Prison:  “I  would  feel  derelict  in  my 
duty  if  I  did  not  express  to  you  and  through  you  to  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  in  this  State,  my  very  sincere  appreciation  for  the 
great  aid  you  have  given  to  ex-service  men  confined  under  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  North  Carolina  State’s  Prison.  Not  only  do  I  ap¬ 
preciate  the  service  you  have  rendered  to  the  individual  prisoner, 
but  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  great  help  the  Auxiliary  has  been 
to  us  in  increasing  the  morale  of  these  men  and  making  it  less 
difficult  for  the  various  camp  supervisors  to  maintain  proper  dis¬ 
cipline.” 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  infringe  on  the  chairmen  of  standing  com¬ 
mittees,  as  they  are  here  to  give  their  own  reports. 

Four  National  citations  came  into  North  Carolina  for  the  first 
time  this  year.  The  winners  were,  Charlotte,  Henderson,  Asheboro, 
Winston-Salem.  We  gladly  welcome  eight  new  units  into  the  De¬ 
partment. 

An  Executive  Board  meeting  was  held  in  Charlotte  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  prior  to  the  State  Convention,  when  we  were  entertained  at 
dinner  by  the  Hornets’  Nest  Unit.  Visitors  of  note  were:  Mrs.  Irene 
McIntyre  Walbridge,  New  Hampshire,  National  President;  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Townes,  Virginia,  National  Vice  President;  Miss  Cora 
Vaughan  of  Virginia,  and  Mrs.  Walter  Montgomery,  South  Caro¬ 
lina;  Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklin,  Jr.,  of  Georgia. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Charlotte  Unit,  and 
Convention  Committee  for  their  splendid  cooperation  and  assistance. 
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Membership  this  year  exceeds  any  previous  year  by  over  1,000. 
Our  membership  today  is  4,425  and  financially  we  are  in  excellent 
condition. 

I  wish  to  thank  Commander  Albert  Cox  for  all  the  assistance  he 
has  given  us  for  the  past  year.  We  have  walked  side  by  side  to¬ 
ward  the  goal  of  success.  I  am  most  grateful  of  the  aid  given  by 
my  splendid  officers.  The  Secretary  I  especially  thank  for  her  faith¬ 
ful  work,  and  Captain  Fletcher  for  his  services  in  the  “F.  O.  P.” 
The  press  of  North  Carolina  has  been  of  untold  value.  Chairmen 
of  the  various  standing  committees,  I  thank  each  one  of  you  for 
your  loyal  support  and  untiring  efforts.  The  district  committee- 
women  have  worked  diligently,  with  splendid  results.  I  credit  these 
two  groups  with  the  success  of  the  Auxiliary  during  the  year  1927-28. 
You  have  lightened  my  burdens,  gladdened  my  heart,  and  made 
possible  whatever  success  may  attend  my  administration.  Thank 
you  again,  and  know  that  I  have  the  warmest  feelings  toward  you. 

May  I  recommend  to  this  Convention  assembled  that  our  per- 
manent  membership  blanks  be  put  in  a  safety  deposit  vault  where 
they  will  be  thoroughly  protected  against  fire  and  loss.  I  would  sug¬ 
gest  the  Hall  of  History  in  Raleigh. 

Another  recommendation  is  that  a  minute  book  be  bought  for 
the  recording  of  all  minutes,  so  that  they  will  not  have  to  be  kept 
loose  in  the  files  as  at  present. 

I  deem  it  the  privilege  of  my  life  to  have  served  the  Department 
of  North  Carolina  this  year. 

I  am  now  giving  up  the  chair  to  the  incoming  President,  not  only 
the  office,  but  my  loyal  support  and  whole-hearted  cooperation  go 
with  her.  “For  my  purpose  holds — to  sail  beyond  the  sunset  and  the 
paths  of  all  the  western  stars — until  I  die.” 

“It  may  be  that  the  gulf  will  wash  us  down.  It  may  be  we  shall 
touch  the  happy  isle,  and  see  the  great  Achilles,  whom  we  knew.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Mrs.  Harry  F.)  Byrd  Vass, 

Department  President. 

Motion  was  made  and  carried  that  this  report  be  accepted.. 

Also  motion  made  and  carried  that  recommendations  men¬ 
tioned  in  President’s  report  he  accepted. 

Mrs.  Yass  returns  to  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  FIRST  VICE  PRESIDENT 

The  duties  of  your  First  Vice  President  began  this  year  under 
different  circumstances  than  ever  before.  Early  in  September  came 
the  message  from  our  President  that  she  was  not  only  leaving 
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this  State,  but  the  United  States  as  well,  for  she  was  starting  for 
the  Paris  Convention  and  was  leaving  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina  in  my  hands.  These  were  trembling  hands  that  received 
this  responsibility,  but  fortunately  no  great  decision  had  to  be  made 
during  Mrs.  Vass’s  absence.  My  only  real  official  act  was  to  ask  our 
National  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  to  carry  the  greet¬ 
ings  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  to  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  in  convention  as¬ 
sembled  at  Asheville,  N.  C.,  on  October  11. 

In  response  to  a  call  from  our  President,  an  Executive  meeting 
was  held  on  November  8  at  the  Robert  E.  Lee  Hotel  in  Winston- 
Salem.  This  was  a  most  interesting  meeting,  the  committees  for 
the  year  being  ratified  and  the  budget  unanimously  adopted.  Mrs. 
Vass  had  so  planned  the  social  part  of  the  meeting  that  we  had  a 
splendid  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  one  another,  which 
has  proven  a  large  asset  in  the  year’s  work.  This  meeting  concluded 
with  a  delightful  luncheon  given  by  the  President  to  the  Executive 
Board.  I  have  attended  all  Executive  Board  meetings  of  the  year. 
They  were  held  in  Winston-Salem,  Lumberton,  Boone  and  Charlotte. 
In  each  place  we  have  been  splendidly  entertained  by  the  local  unit. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  following  units  have  been  visited:  Hen¬ 
derson,  Louisburg  and  Fuquay  Springs.  These  units  showed  a  keen 
interest  in  the  aims  of  their  organization  and  are  making  splendid 
progress. 

In  response  to  a  call  from  the  unit  president,  I  visited  Smithfield 
early  in  March  in  an  effort  to  help  revive  that  unit,  but  without 
success.  However,  when  called  to  Goldsboro  with  Mrs.  Raymond 
Pollock,  Third  District  Committeewoman,  we  formed  a  splendid  unit 
with  a  membership  of  forty  which  has  rapidly  increased. 

On  March  13  I  had  the  honor  of  responding  to  the  welcome  ex¬ 
tended  at  the  Post  Officers’  Conference  at  Lumberton.  The  Lumber- 
ton  Unit  extended  many  courtesies  which  were  deeply  appreciated. 

Following  this  Conference,  I  made  a  trip  to  Oteen  in  the  company 
of  Mrs.  Vass,  Miss  Nannie  Dodson  and  General  Cox,  and  there  we 
were  joined  by  Commander  Spafford.  While  there  we  visited  every 
part  of  the  hospital  and  spoke  to  every  patient.  On  all  sides  we 
received  a  cordial  welcome  and  were  very  much  pleased  with  the 
conditions  at  the  hospital.  The  administration  at  Oteen  extended 
every  courtesy  possible. 

On  the  31st  of  March  Mrs.  Walbridge  visited  our  State  and  we 
gathered  in  Winston-Salem  by  invitation  of  the  Clyde  Bolling  Unit 
and  Post  to  honor  our  distinguished  guest.  We  were  wonderfully 
entertained  at  a  dinner  and  dance  at  the  Robert  E\  Lee  Hotel.  It 
was  my  privilege  to  respond  to  the  welcome  extended  to  the  guests. 
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I  attended  the  District  meetings  of  the  Second,  Fourth  and  Sev¬ 
enth  Districts  when  the  units  of  Louisburg,  Warrenton  and  North 
Wilkesboro  were  wonderful  hostesses.  At  Louisburg  and  Warren¬ 
ton  it  was  my  honor  to  introduce  our  President,  Mrs.  Vass,  and  it 
was  a  particular  pleasure  to  present  her  to  my  own  District. 

At  the  request  of  the  President  I  served  on  the  committee  to  re¬ 
adjust  adoption  of  wards  as  ordered  by  the  Executive  Board,  which 
met  in  Winston-Salem. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  attend  as  your 
First  Vice  President,  a  number  of  social  meetings  of  the  Legion  and 
Auxiliary.  Time  forbids  detail,  but  I  want  to  acknowledge  the  hos¬ 
pitalities  of  the  Units  of  Louisburg,  Lumberton,  Asheville,  Hender¬ 
sonville,  Charlotte,  Winston-Salem,  New  Bern,  Kinston,  Warrenton, 
Raleigh,  North  Wilkesboro  and  Boone,  which  were  so  pleasant  that 
I  must  at  least  mention  them. 

The  house  party  given  to  the  Executive  Board  at  the  Daniel  Boone 
Hotel,  Boone,  N.  C.,  by  Mr.  Harry  Vass  will  long  be  remembered 
by  the  participants  and  was  a  beautiful  courtesy  to  us. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  this  has  been  a  year  of  pleasure  for 
me.  I  love  Auxiliary  work  and  the  constant  association  with  your 
splendid  units  and  members  has  meant  worlds  to  me.  I  cannot 
close  without  paying  tribute  to  our  President,  Mrs.  Vass,  and  thank 
you  for  giving  me  the  honor  of  working  for  you  under  her  adminis¬ 
tration. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Mrs.  Geo.  A.)  Florence  Bingham  Isbley, 

First  Vice  President. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  this  report  be  accepted. 

REPORT  OF  SECOND  VICE  PRESIDENT 

I  felt  highly  honored  when  at  the  Convention  in  my  home  town 
of  Washington  in  1927,  I  was  elected  Second  Vice  President  of  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina.  I  was  filled  with  enthusiasm  and  a 
determination  to  answer  every  call  of  our  wonderful  President,  but 
circumstances  over  which  I  had  no  control  interfered.  I  was  un¬ 
able  to  attend  any  of  the  district  meetings,  though  prepared  to  do 
so  several  times.  I  have  served  my  home  unit  in  every  way  possible, 
and  was  never  absent  from  a  meeting.  Our  Memorial  Day  exercises 
were  beautiful  and  our  boys’  graves  decorated  with  real  Flanders 
poppies.  It  was  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  be  in  Columbia  with 
our  District  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Kittrell,  when  she  organized  a 
unit  to  Scuppernong  Post.  The  members  were  very  enthusiastic  and 
I  feel  will  have  a  working  unit.  The  ladies  of  Columbia  entertained 
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us  most  cordially.  We  were  their  guests  for  lunch.  Right  here, 
may  I  say  that  in  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Kittrell,  our  District  sus¬ 
tained  a  great  loss.  She  is  gracious,  courteous  and  exceedingly  cap¬ 
able.  To  our  charming  President,  I  wish  to  express  the  deepest  re¬ 
gret  that  I  could  not  have  been  associated  more  closely  with  her. 
I  feel  that  my  personal  loss  has  been  great.  I  would  have  enjoyed 
a  closer  touch  with  the  official  family,  but  I  was  with  you  in  heart, 
always. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Hannah  Bonner, 
Second  Vice  President. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  this  report  be  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Historian  was  read  by  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher, 
Ealeigh,  N.  C. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  this  report  be  accepted. 

President:  You  have  all  heard  the  recommendations  in  Mrs. 
Fletcher’s  report — what  are  the  wishes  of  this  body? 

Delegate:  Could  it  not  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
American  Legion?  We  don’t  know  what  action  they  will  take 
on  it. 

Mrs.  Fletcher:  I  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  meet  with  the  Legion  and  work  with  them.,  Seconded  and 
carried. 

The  report  and  recommendations  of  the  Kehabilitation  Chair¬ 
man  were  presented  by  Miss  Minnie  Gwaltney.,  The  report  was 
accepted  and  the  recommendations  referred  to  proper  commit¬ 
tees. 

The  report  on  Child  Welfare  was  presented  by  Mrs.  James 
K.  Norfleet. 

Same  was  accepted. 

The  report  on  Finance  was  presented  by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt. 

Same  was  accepted. 

The  report  on  Unit  Activities — Music  and  Community  Serv¬ 
ice — was  presented  by  Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie. 

Same  was  accepted. 

Motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  Convention  adjourn 
until  8  :30  p.m.,  Monday,  August  27,  19281 
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EVENING  SESSION 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  Monday  night,  August  27, 
1928,  by  the  President,  Mrs.  Harry  E.  Vass. 

President:  We  are  so  delighted  to  welcome  our  guests  from 
other  patriotic  organizations ;  they  have  come  to  bring  us  greet¬ 
ings.  It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  to  you  Mrs.  Whitaker,  State 
Regent,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

President  :  May  I  now  present  to  this  Convention  someone 
who  is  just  a  little  bit  nearer  to  us  than  any  other  organization 
in  the  world — and  that  is  the  War  Mothers.  May  I  present  to 
you  Mrs.  B.  F.  Roark,  representing  Mrs.  Atkinson,  State  Presi¬ 
dent  of  War  Mothers. 

Greetings  were  brought  from  Mrs.  Walter  Montgomery,  De¬ 
partment  President  of  South  Carolina. 

President:  We  are  indeed  fortunate  in  having  with  us  some 
of  our  National  officers.  May  I  present  to  this  grand  assembly 
someone  with  whom  we  have  been  closely  allied  this  year.  She 
is  our  own  Southern  National  Vice  President,  Mrs.  W.  W» 
Townes,  Petersburg,  Va. 

Mrs.  Townes  responded  appropriately. 

Greetings  were  brought  for  the  Department  of  Virginia  by 
Miss  Cora  Vaughan,  President,  Franklin,  Va. 

A  solo  was  sung  by  Mrs.  C.  M.  Hassell,  with  Mrs.  Hinton 
accompanist. 

President:  It  is  my  pleasure  now  to  present  to  you  our  Na¬ 
tional  Legislative  Chairman,  Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklin,  Jr.,  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  Ga. 

Mrs.  Ficklin:  I  am  very  happy  to  be  here  tonight  to  greet 
you  and  to  thank  you  for  your  splendid  program  this  year.  I 
am  not  going  to  talk  to  you  about  that,  but  I  do  hope  you 
may  be  able  to  hear  John  Thomas  Taylor  while  he  is  here.  I 
bring  you  greetings  from  Georgia.  We  are  very  happy  that  we 
are  so  close  to  you  geographically,  and  are  gladder  still  that 
we  are  so  close  to  you  in  the  bonds  of  friendship. 

President  :  I  am  going  to  tell  you  just  a  few  little  personal 
things,  and  make  a  few  personal  remarks  about  our  General 
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Director  for  the  past  year.  It  seems  rather  absurd  and  ridicul¬ 
ous  for  me  to  present  him,  but  he  is  going  to  introduce  the 
speaker  of  the  evening.  While  I  am  on  my  feet  I  want  you 
people  to  know  that  it  would  have  been  extremely  hard  to  have 
gone  on  this  year  if  I  had  not  had  a  leader.  We  are  really  an 
Auxiliary  to  the  Legion.  This  man  has  been  perfectly  marvel¬ 
ous  to  me  this  year,  and  I  see  his  wife  in  the  audience-— but 
that  does  not  make  a  hit  of  difference  to  me,  I  am  going  right 
ahead.  I  have  been  on  a  lot  of  trips  with  our  Commander.  He 
has  treated  me  exactly  as  he  did  his  own  grown  daughter  or 
sister,  and  has  done  everything  in  the  world  that  he  could  do 
to  help  build,  up  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  the  Auxil¬ 
iary.  He  has  always  spoken  in  the  most  flattering  terms  of  the 
Auxiliary.  He  has  been  so  fair  and  just.  I  have  tried  not  at 
any  time  to  step  ahead,  of  the  Legion,  because  you  know  these 
generals  can  always  put  you  in  your  proper  place.  It  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  pleasure  to  have  our  own  State  Commander,  General 
Albert  Cox. 

General  Cox:  Madam  President,  my  comrades  and  friends: 
I  consider  it  a  privilege  always  to  consider  any  member  of  the 
Auxiliary  my  comrade.  Coming  to  this  meeting  tonight  I  take 
pride  in  classifying  you  as  my  friends.,  I  am  quite  overwhelmed 
by  the  delightful  remarks  Mrs.  Yass  has  made  in  presenting 
me.  The  Auxiliary  has  been  the  inspiration  of  the  Legion  since 
its  organization,  and  the  increased  strength  and  power  the 
Legion  has  attained  has  been  due  to  the  aid  and  support  of  the 
Auxiliary.  The  great  pleasure  in  being  a  commander  in  North 
Carolina  is  the  opportunity  it  gives  that  person  in  having  a 
part  in  Auxiliary  work.  You  have  my  great  appreciation  and 
thanks  for  the  always  cordial  support  and  cooperation  that  has 
been  accorded  me  by  the  Auxiliary  and  by  that  woman  who  has 
so  splendidly  led  this  year  the  Department  of  North  Carolina 
to  new  heights — its  President,  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Yass.  I  speak 
truthfully  and  with  knowledge,  when  I  say  that  I  believe,  as 
well  as  saying,  that  I  know  that  no  organization  in  these  United 
States  has  been  so  fortunate  during  the  past  year  in  its  leader- 
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ship  and  in  the  person  selected  to  lead  it,  as  has  the  National 
organization  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  It  was  for¬ 
tunate  in  Paris  to  call  the  leadership  of  a  woman  who  had 
served  with  the  troops  overseas  in  those  days  of  1917  and  1918, 
who  learned  at  first  hand  the  thoughts  that  occupied  the  men 
at  those  times,  and  who  since  then  her  daily  life  has  endeavored 
to  grasp  and  has  succeeded  in  grasping  thoughts  of  those  men 
in  time  of  peace.  The  President  of  the  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary  to  the  National  Legion  has  brought  to  the  leadership  of 
that  organization  a  thoughtfulness,  a  real  grasp  of  what  could 
be  accomplished  by  the  Auxiliary,  a  real  desire  to  aid  the  Legion 
in  every  one  of  its  objects,  and  under  her  direction  and  through 
the  force  of  her  leadership,  the  American  Auxiliary  stands 
preeminent  among  the  organizations  of  the  world.  I  take  great 
pride  in  presenting  to  you  the  President  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Mrs.  Irene  McIntyre  Walbridge. 

Mrs.  Walbridge  responded  as  follows: 

I  feel  that  you  have  been  overgenerous,  General  Cox,  in  the  very 
kindly  expressions  you  have  made  in  regard  to  me.  But  I  think 
that  is  rather  characteristic  of  the  people  I  find  in  North  Carolina. 
They  are  as  generous  to  the  stranger  within  their  gates  as  they 
are  to  one  another. 

This  occasion  gives  me  a  great  amount  of  happiness,  because  it 
means  that  I  have  come  back  again  to  North  Carolina  after  an 
absence  of  only  two  or  three  months,  but  with  a  feeling  of  getting 
back  again  to  my  own  people.  I  think  when  my  service  is  over  that 
there  will  be  no  group  of  memories  which  I  shall  carry  with  me 
than  those  which  I  associate  with  the  happy  relationship  that  I 
have  enjoyed  in  North  Carolina,  with  representatives  of  the  Auxil¬ 
iary  and  the  Legion.  It  is  a  real  joy  to  welcome  the  representatives 
of  the  D.  A.  R.  with  whom  we  have  become  so  closely  associated 
in  our  Auxiliary  work,  and  we  have  with  us  the  representative  of 
War  Mothers,  who  are  also  associated  with  us  in  those  same  en¬ 
deavors,  which  have  led  to  the  establishment  of  permanent  con¬ 
ferences,  embracing  thirty-six  organizations  of  patriotic  women  in 
America.  We  enjoy  your  association  with  us  in  that  splendid  field. 

It  has  also  given  me  the  greatest  possible  pleasure  throughout 
the  year,  in  one  state  and  another,  to  meet  the  leaders  of  this 
splendid  organization.  Then  I  have  a  happiness  in  seeing  among 
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the  members  here  representatives  of  the  Salvation  Army,  with  whom 
I  worked  across  the  seas,  and  in  which  service  I  had  my  first  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the  troops,  which  have  mobilized  themselves  since  the 
Armistice  in  this  great  association.  It  is  true  that  those  two  or¬ 
ganizations  so  endeared  to  me  by  association  should  be  so  closely 
interested  in  the  same  objects.  I  am  indeed  happy  to  see  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Salvation  Army  here  among  your  number.  I  think 
it  is  a  very  happy  thing  for  North  Carolina  that  at  this  time  this 
Convention  should  have  the  pleasure  of  their  friends  from  neigh¬ 
boring  states,  Virginia,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  even 
Florida,  we  find  here  this  evening.  We  are  delighted  to  have  you 
with  us. 

I  have  noticed  that  this  particular  is  a  year  of  reminiscence,  but 
I  am  looking  forward  to  the  future.  I  think  it  is  a  fascinating 
thing  to  observe  how  closely  this  American  Legion  and  this  Aux¬ 
iliary  of  ours  have  become  associated  together  in  the  passing  years. 
The  Legion  commenced  its  work  for  a  very  fine  purpose;  we  were 
drawn  into  our  association  with  the  Legion  through  a  common  feel¬ 
ing  of  need  for  the  women.  It  was  for  that  object  first  and  pri¬ 
marily  that  we  were  organized.  I  think  we  may  feel  a  certain  sense 
of  pride.  I  do  not  know  in  what  state  that  sense  should  be  stronger 
than  North  Carolina,  in  our  work  in  behalf  of  those  disabled  men 
who  are  close  in  our  hearts.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  spending 
some  time  at  Oteen  and  having  met  every  one  who  is  a  patient 
there,  and  greeted  them.  I  do  not  know  of  a  hospital,  and  I  have 
visited  three  dozen  or  more  of  our  Veterans  Bureau  hospitals — 
where  the  Department  or  Auxiliary  is  more  actively  interested  in, 
than  at  Oteen.  I  do  not  know  of  one  where  so  much  money  is  in¬ 
vested  in  the  world  that  brings  so  much  happiness  to  the  men  as 
there.  Certainly  I  desire  to  congratulate  you  upon  that  interest  of 
yours,  which  takes  in  its  warm  embrace  every  man  in  every  state 
who  comes  to  North  Carolina  in  search  of  health.  Never  have  we 
heard  from  North  Carolina  that  they  need  help  in  their  rehabilita¬ 
tion  endeavors.  That  spirit  of  being  willing  to  bear  the  burdens  of 
others  is  one  which  I  believe  shows  your  splendid  success  of  this 
Department.  I  understand  that  you  have  a  thousand  new  members 
this  year  in  the  Auxiliary.  If  this  is  true,  it  is  because  you  have 
in  North  Carolina  something  for  every  woman  to  do;  it  is  a  cause 
that  is  a  general  task  at  hand  for  every  woman  to  perform.  You 
are  doing  the  task  and  performing  it  well,  the  task  which  lies 
at  your  hand. 

I  will  ask  you  in  North  Carolina  to  think  more  and  more  of  the 
little  families  which  are  here  in  want,  and  also  of  the  sick  boys  at 
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Oteen  Hospital.  The  Veterans  Bureau  feels,  and  I  think  we  are 
becoming  more  and  more  satisfied  with  the  thought  that  the  Aux¬ 
iliary  will  not  have  performed  its  greater  service  until  we  have 
developed  much  beyond  the  point  of  welfare  service. 

Every  year  more  benefits  are  being  arranged  for  the  boys  at 
Oteen,  because  of  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary.  However,  the  great 
problem  of  the  family  and  the  child  is  one  which  we  are  meeting 
as  best  we  may,  but  which  we  must  meet  much  better  in  years  to 
come.  I  am  hopeful  that  the  eyes  of  this  organization  may  be 
opened  to  the  wide  field  which  lies  before  us.  If  you  could  have 
been  with  me  in  Arizona  not  long  ago  I  think  you  would  have 
glimpsed  the  same  vision  as  I  did.  Some  six  hundred  men  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  the  hospitals,  but  fourteen  thousand  men  did  not 
enjoy  those  privileges;  men  who  are  tuberculars,  and  who  are  seek¬ 
ing  their  restoration  and  health.  The  condition  of  those  who  are 
outside  of  the  hospital  is  more  aggravated  as  time  passes,  because 
those  men  are  without  the  support  from  their  families  and,  there¬ 
fore,  cannot  improve.  I  went  from  hut  to  hut  upon  the  desert  and 
saw  the  struggle,  and  was  proud  to  think  what  the  Auxiliary  is 
succeeding  with  that  great,  great  group  of  fourteen  thousand  of 
disabled  men. 

We  must  consent  to  share  our  interest  with  these  new  fields  which 
are  claiming  our  efforts.  I  think  the  keynote  of  our  present  day  is 
what  we  should  have  to  do  with  those  things  which  belong  to 
peace  and  war.  All  the  world  is  talking  about  peace  and  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  its  establishment  in  this  world.  No  nation  is  more  anxious 
than  America  in  having  a  hand  to  bring  forth  that  happy  day.  We 
take  a  most  common  sense  attitude,  I  feel,  and  in  this  we  share 
with  our  fine  patriotic  groups  here  in  America,  we  are  safeguarded 
by  a  force  which  is  sufficient  to  command  respect  of  other  nations 
of  the  world. 

I  think  the  best  argument  which  has  been  advanced — the  Naval 
Building  Program — can  be  explained  by  a  comparison  of  two  im¬ 
portant  conferences  in  our  recent  American  history.  You  will  re¬ 
call  very  well  in  1922,  that  first  occasion  when  America  invited 
other  nations  to  participate  in  a  conference;  when  America  brought 
to  this  conference  several  proposals  for  the  diminution  of  our 
armed  forces  and  equipment;  the  nations  received  those  proposals 
with  greatest  respect,  and  every  proposal  was  adopted.  Scarcely  six 
years  later,  America  still  leading  in  many  ways,  but  by  having  per¬ 
mitted  each  year  to  slip,  we  participated  in  that  Geneva  conference 
where  nations  again  assembled  by  our  invitation,  without  sufficient 
forces,  not  one  proposal  was  adopted.  America  has  becomei  con- 
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vinced,  I  mean  our  administration,  that  the  United  States  can  do 
nothing  further  at  this  moment  by  disarmament. 

We  must  replace  our  losses  in  order  to  regain  our  former  posi¬ 
tion  of  influence  in  the  world. 

It  is  most  interesting  to  us,  and  most  worth  while  mentioning  at 
this  moment,  because  it  is  to  be  the  first  order  of  business  when 
Congress  convenes  in  December,  and  we,  the  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary,  who  have  the  greatest  interest  in  the  world  in  properly  de¬ 
fending  this  very  much  loved  land  of  ours,  must  do  some  very 
active  work  between  now  and  then.  In  the  first  place  we  must 
lend  every  bit  of  support  that  is  possible  by  united  efforts  to  the 
Administration  for  the  passage  of  this  measure  in  the  Assembly. 
We  must  be  actively  interested  in  creating  a  new  public  sentiment 
in  regard  to  it.  The  nation  does  not  know  that  this  Naval  Building 
Program  is  a  simple  program  of  replacing  what  we  have  failed  to 
do  and  what  we  have  lost  within  these  five  years.  I  do  not  want 
you  to  be  unmindful  of  that  great  purpose  of  ours,  which  to  my 
mind  indicates  the  path  which  our  feet  will  tread  in  the  coming 
years.  We  have  been  very  much  absorbed  in  these  past  years  with 
our  own  affairs,  and  only  within  a  year  has  our  membership  at 
large  become  endeared  with  a  sense  of  importance  of  our  interest 
in  world  affairs,  and  our  responsibility  to  participate  in  world 
affairs. 

Last  fall  when  a  certain  number  of  us  had  that  great  privilege 
Df  accompanying  the  Legion  on  that  pilgrimage  across  the  sea; 
vhen  our  friendships  were  refreshed,  it  brought  back  to  our  minds 
low  much  the  interest  of  all  the  world  at  large  is  tied  up  with 
>ur  own.  We  are  endeavoring  to  bring  to  influence  America  with 
ts  peaceful  inspiration  with  some  definite  result,  by  that  means 
"association.”  Last  Saturday  a  little  group  of  our  American  Legion, 
,nd  American  Auxiliary  set  sail  from  New  York,  to  take  part  in 
he  great  program,  in  which  fourteen  allied  nations  will  partici¬ 
pate  with  us.  Six  million  veterans  of  the  World  War  will  be  rep- 
esented  at  that  meeting.  Also  today  in  Paris  there  is  a  final  set- 
lement  to  be  made  among  the  nations  upon  the  treaty  advanced 
y  our  American  Government.  We  Legionnaires  and  the  Auxiliary 
lembers  are  proud  that  fine  effort  has  come  to  so  successful  com- 
letion,  and  we  are  also  proud  to  realize  that  in  less  than  two 
leeks  the  representatives  of  our  Legion,  along  with  representatives 
\  i?  those  groups  from  other  nations  will  meet  in  Luxemburg,  for 
ie  first  time  since  the  war.  The  ex-service  men  who  fought,  friend 
id  foe  will  be  associated  in  the  work  of  trying  to  find  a  common 
isis  for  a  common  effort  toward  world  peace. 
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I  want  to  leave  this  thought  with  you  in  North  Carolina,  that 
we  cannot  be  content  with  doing  just  the  job  that  is  at  hand  to 
do,  but  we  must  be  alert  also  for  this  new  and  wonderful  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  is  opening  for  us,  of  wielding  our  forceful  influences 
among  the  nations  of  the  world  for  peace  and  understanding. 

I  am  so  happy  to  be  here  again.  I  find  it  a  little  hard  to  explain 
to  my  family  when  I  find  it  possible  to  come  the  third  time  to 
your  State,  and  when  I  find  it  impossible  to  go  to  other  states.  I 
think  if  my  family  should  come  with  me  to  North  Carolina  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  explain  it.  You  have  been  so  kind,  not 
only  in  your  hospitality,  but  in  your  whole-hearted  effort.  You  will 
always  have  my  affection.  And  I  shall  always  bear  to  North 
Carolina  the  very  fondest  remembrance. 

TUESDAY 

At  a  breakfast  given  in  Hotel  Charlotte,  a  Past  Presidents’ 
Parley  was  organized  with  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt  of  Salisbury  as 
President,  and  Miss  Violet  Alexander  of  Charlotte  as  Secretary 
and  Treasurer. 

THIPD  SESSION 

The  third  session  was  called  to  order  by  the  Vice  President, 
Mrs.  George  Iseley. 

Advancement  of  colors.. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Chaplain. 

Motion  was  made  that  the  reading  of  yesterday’s  minutes  be 
dispensed  with.  Carried. 

The  report  of  Americanism  Chairman  was  read  by  Mrs.  Lowe, 
after  which  she  stated  that  Commander  Cox  is  going  to  put 
on  a  contest  on  urging  and  informing  the  high  school  pupils 
the  use  of  the  ballot  as  they  become  of  age,  and  I  recommend 
that  the  Auxiliary  cooperate  and  enter  this  contest  and  aid  the 
American  Legion  in  carrying  out  their  program  on  urging  the 
use  of  the  ballot  between  this  and  November  election. 

Motion  made  that  Mrs.  Lowe’s  report  be  accepted. 

The  Memorial  Report  was  presented  by  Mrs.  W.  D.  Pem¬ 
berton. 

The  President  read  a  telegram  from  Mrs.  Spencer. 

Motion  made  that  this  Convention  go  on  record  as  sending 
Mrs.  Spencer  our  love  and  regrets,  because  she  cannot  be  here 
on  account  of  illness.  Carried. 
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The  Constitution  Report  was  not  presented  on  account  of  ill¬ 
ness  of  Mrs.  W.  O.  Spencer. 

Telegrams  were  read  from  several  organizations  and  friends. 
The  Prison  Report  was  presented  by  Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry. 

Reports  from  units  were  presented  as  follows : 

Greensboro,  No.  176 — Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow., 

Hurst  Turner  Unit,  No.  65 — Miss  Turner. 

Gold,sboro  Unit,  No.  51 — Miss  Hummell. 

Asheville  Unit,  No.  2 — Mrs.  Gudger. 

Lexington  Unit,  No.  8. 

Lee  County  Unit,  No.  18. 

William  Shaw  Post,  No.  38 — Mrs.  Davis. 

Raleigh  Post,  No.  1 — Mrs.,  Mooneyham. 

Andrew  Jackson  Post,  High  Point,  No.  87. 

Clyde  Bolling  Post,  No.  55,  Winston-Salem — Mrs.  Spencer. 
Asheboro  Post,  No.  45 — Mrs.  McGlohon. 

Hickory  Post,  No.  48 — Mrs.  Frank  Petway. 

Rocky  Mount  Post,  No.  58. 

Leaksville-Spray  Post,  No.  119. 

Monroe  Post,  No.  27. 

Hornets  Nest  Post,  No.  9  (given  a  rising  vote). 

Fuquay  Springs  Post,  No.  116. 

Davidson  Post,  No.  86. 

Newton  Post,  No.  16. 

The  Credential  Chairman’s  Report  was  presented  by  Miss 
Bessie  Hutchison. 

ELECTION  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

The  following  were  elected  members  of  the  Nominating  Com¬ 
mittee  : 

Second  District:  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy. 

Fourth  District:  Mrs.  H.  A.  Mooneyham,  Chairman. 

Fifth  District:  Mrs.  V.  Ben  White. 

Seventh  District:  Miss  Annie  Lee. 

Tenth  District:  Mrs.  S.  S.  Chandley. 
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The  Poppy  Report  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Richard  Springs. 

President  :  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  present  a  man 
of  outstanding  ability.  He  is  one  of  the  Legion  leaders.  I  had 
the  pleasure  in  Washington  recently  to  attend  a  legislative 
meeting  that  was  splendid.  I  got  more  out  of  that  meeting  than 
I  have  ever  gotten  at  a  convention.  It  is  now  my  pleasure  to 
present  to  you  the  American  Legion  leader  of  legislative  mat¬ 
ters,  Mr.  John  Thomas  Taylor. 

ADDRESS  BY  JOHN  THOMAS  TAYLOR 

I  appreciate  the  opportunity  of  speaking  to  you  women,  particu¬ 
larly  about  National  legislation,  because  we  all  know  in  the  com¬ 
ing  of  the  National  election  the  stress  that  is  being  placed  on  the 
part  the  women  take  in  politics.  I  would  like  to  run  through  the 
history  of  the  National  legislation  and  tell  you  something  about  all 
the  big  items  of  the  Legislature,  but  with  six  minutes  I  can’t  do 
that. 

I  want  to  tell  you  that  it  is  the  duty,  the  obligation  of  every 
member  of  the  Auxiliary  to  acquaint  herself  with  the  program  of 
the  National  Legislature,  that  your  organization  and  our  organiza¬ 
tion  is  interested  in,  and  then  after  doing  that  do  something  about 
it,  because  in  your  hands  lies  the  power  and  ability  to  do  some¬ 
thing  about  it.  Congressmen  and  Senators  are  interested  in  your 
work.  If  people  advise  their  Congressman  about  specific  legislation, 
the  Congressman  immediately  takes  hold  of  that,  so  that  is  what 
gets  the  legislation  through — the  active  work  of  the  people  back 
at  home  who  are  interested  in  a  piece  of  legislation.  The  moment 
you  telegraph  your  Congressman  he  immediately  goes  to  work  and 
does  something  about  it.  Don’t  try  to  do  something  about  some¬ 
thing  you  are  not  fully  acquainted  with  yourself.  First,  inform 
yourself  about  your  National  legislative  program  and  then  proceed 
to  do  something  about  it.  Keep  in  touch  with  that  program  and 
then  get  copies  of  these  bills.  Each  week  we  send  out  from  the 
Legislative  Committee  office  in  Washington  a  bulletin  describing 
all  of  the  legislation.  You  will  get  that  at  your  Department  Head¬ 
quarters.  We  don’t  call  for  help,  for  active  work  from  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Legion  or  the  Auxiliary  until  it  is  necessary;  because 
we  realize  with  an  organization  like  yours  we  don’t  want  you  to 
do  something  that  is  not  worth  while.  That  is  why  in  the  past 
nine  years  there  have  been  enacted  over  450  laws,  amounting  in 
dollars  and  cents  to  over  eleven  billions  of  dollars.  That  is  why  dur- 
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ing  1924,  after  the  legislation  had  been  vetoed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  that  this  Legion  of  ours  was  able  to  put  the 
legislation  through  over  the  President’s  veto. 

So  then  Congress  of  the  United  States  knew  just  what  these 
organizations  of  ours  wanted  done,  and  they  did  it. 

I  want  to  thank  this  Auxiliary  for  the  work  it  did  at  the  session 
of  Congress.  During  this  past  session,  when  we  needed  help  they 
came  through,  just  as  we  expected  they  would  do.  We  got  through 
this  session  of  Congress  more  legislation  than  we  have  ever  gotten 
through. 

Always  during  a  presidential  year  when  Congressmen  and  Senate 
are  out  for  reelection  they  always  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  folks 
back  home,  during  that  session  of  Congress  they  are  particularly 
anxious  to  satisfy  the  greatest  number  of  people.  This  last  ses¬ 
sion  of  Congress  the  Auxiliary  certainly  did  come  through,  and 
we  did  accomplish  a  splendid  program.  It  is  true  since  1919  we 
have  had  this  legislation  law  amended  187  times.  Every  one  of 
those  amendments  came  out  of  the  Department  to  the  National 
organization.  We  have  increased  the  rehabilitation  $114,387.  That 
is  the  result  of  your  efforts. 

There  is  no  organization  in  the  United  States  so  active  as  the 
pacifists’  organizations.  Most  of  those  organizations  are  composed 
of  women  who  are  not  fully  informed  upon  the  subjects  that  they 
are  taking  an  active  part  in.  It  starts  with  a  few  individuals  and 
finds  its  way  into  organizations  and  homes  of  the  most  patriotic 
men  and  women.  ...  A  lot  of  the  misinformed  women  spring  to 
the  front  and  try  to  advance  this  cause.  They  did  a  big  job  during 
this  last  session  of  Congress,  they  defeated  the  naval  building  pro¬ 
gram.  Got  it  over  to  the  Senate  too  late  to  be  gotten  through  be¬ 
fore  Congress  adjourned.  That  bill  is  now  before  the  Senate  and 
I  am  pleased  to  note  the  splendid  activity  among  the  Auxiliary 
workers,  on  that  program,  because  it  is  your  job  to  fight  these 
women  and  lick  them.  Keep  right  on  with  what  you  are  doing; 
let  your  Senators  know  how  you  feel  about  that  particular  piece 
of  legislation,  it  will  be  put  through  and  yours  the  glory  with 
putting  it  through. 

We  have  been  successful  in  our  legislative  program,  but  a  greater 
part  of  that  is  due  to  your  activity.  Inform  yourself,  inform  your 
Congressman  and  Senator,  and  the  result  will  be  “SUCCESS.” 

FOUKTH  SESSION 

The  fourth  session  convened  at  2  :00  p.m.,  August  28,  1928, 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 
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President  :  The  chair  recognizes  Dr.  Overcash  and,  Mr.  Clark 
from  Oteen.  We  would  be  pleased  to  have  the  pages  escort 
them  to  the  platform. 

These  two  gentlemen  made  a  few  remarks,  which  were  greatly 
enjoyed  by  all  present. 

President:  As  I  said  yesterday,  this  year  has  been  the  hap¬ 
piest  year  of  my  life,  because  I  promised  to  give  every  bit  of 
my  time  in  service.  I  think  undoubtedly  to  have  had  a  conven¬ 
tion  with  all  of  the  National  officers  here  we  have  been  the 
most  fortunate  people  this  year.  I  visited  in  Washington  in 
May  and,  took  a  few  little  buds  to  a  man  who  heads  the  Na¬ 
tional  Organization  of  Rehabilitation.  I  heard  he  was  sick.  I 
knew  that  you  people  would  have  me  go  and  express  through 
a  few  little  flowers  our  feeling  for  him.  Wlio  should  be  there 
but  his  own  precious  mother,  and  I  believe  she  appreciated  the 
roses  more  than  he  did.  It  is  a  privilege  to  present  to  you  our 
National  Rehabilitation  Chairman,  Col.  Watson  D.  Miller. 

ADDRESS  BY  COL.  WATSON  D.  MILLER 

It  is  a  beautiful  afternoon,  not  too  warm  for  me,  but  there  is  a 
beautiful  lot  of  girls  in  front  of  me.  The  North  Carolina  Auxiliary 
is  the  only  one  that  has  invited  me  to  be  with  it.  I  think  I  have 
visited  this  Auxiliary  three  times.  This  time  it  seems  particularly 
good  to  be  here.  I  have  been  removed  from  the  constant  struggle 
of  disabled  men  for  five  months.  The  job  has  become  so  compli¬ 
cated  that  I  can’t  begin  to  tell  you  very  much  about  its  different 
phases.  I  think  I  will  try  to  tell  some  of  you  all  who  don’t  know 
about  it. 

We  started  out  in  1922  to  effect  a  National  organization  to  study 
the  honest  requirements,  needs  and  desires  of  service  men  who  were 
disabled.  We  started  out  in  Washington  with  two  small  offices  and 
four  employees.  The  states  throughout  the  Union  had  not  at  that 
time  begun  to  set  up  alliances  for  local  organizations.  In  1928  in 
Washington,  the  headquarters  office,  we  have  nine  rooms,  15  em¬ 
ployees  with  the  work  increasing  so  rapidly  that  all  of  the  time 
we  are  below  the  danger  point,  the  breaking  point  has  been  reached, 
and  like  a  successful  business  concern  any  little  success  we  may 
have  with  the  individual  claim  of  the  veteran — when  we  show 
the  man  we  have  not  really  turned  an  abstract  attitude  toward  his 
claim — when  he  is  satisfied  we  have  not  dismissed  his  claim  with  the 
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adjuster,  that  brings  additional  work  with  his  clientele.  The  major¬ 
ity  of  the  cases  having  been  denied  by  6ome  of  the  superior  groups, 
reaches  twenty-eight  and  two-thirds  cases  per  day.  No  organization 
of  working  people  can  possibly  dispose  of  that  many  cases  every 
working  day.  These  cases  have  to  be  studied  as  to  their  medical 
ethnology,  you  diary  the  case,  study  and  resent  it.  Frequently  it 
has  to  be  reappealed. 

Our  mail  in  Washington  runs  to  about  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  letters  per  day,  and  only  about  ten  per  cent  of  those  letters 
can  be  answered  in  routine  matter.  Something  has  to  be  done  in 
order  to  get  the  answers  out.  You  must  try  to  get  yourself  in  the 
same  atmosphere  with  the  man  who  wrote  the  letter;  its  likely  to 
him  the  most  important  letter  in  the  world. 

When  I  took  charge  in  1923  we  had  forty-five  cases;  we  now 
have  about  forty-five  thousand  cases;  sixteen  steel  legal  file  drawers 
are  filled  every  six  weeks.  We  are  now  forced  to  set  a  aside  a  space 
one:third  the  size  of  this  auditorium,  that  requires  two  girls  to 
act  as  filing  and  correspondent  clerks.  During  the  session  of 
Congress  that  requires  a  good  deal  of  our  time.  It  is  not  the  work 
upon  which  you  can  start  talking  about,  but  you  have  to  present 
statistics — they  may  be  medical  or  legal  in  character. 

All  of  you  know  that  insane  cases  are  increasing  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  We  went  to  Congress  and  asked  for  ten  million  dollars 
to  take  care  of  these  cases.  We  prepared  a  bill  supported  by  sta¬ 
tistics,  in  which  we  asked  for  six  million  dollars,  and  we  got  fifteen 
million  dollars.  So  we  have  gotten  to  be  one  of  the  recognized 
agencies  in  Congress.  Where  you  make  your  greatest  hit  is  where 
you  relieve  distress  and  apprehension,  and  some  times  hunger  itself. 
No  veteran  is  especially  interested  in  one  piece  of  legislation  unless 
it  does  something  for  his  suffering.  On  the  21st  of  this  month  I 
sat  from  eight  in  the  morning  until  a  quarter  of  two  in  the  after¬ 
noon  without  having  been  able  to  dictate  a  single  letter,  and  at 
that  time  I  had  not  started  with  my  morning  mail.  I  made  a  rough 
note  of  the  character  of  every  person  who  called  during  that  morn¬ 
ing.  It  would  be  astonishing  for  you  all  to  know  the  wide  variety 
that  those  men  and  women  came  to  see  me  about. 

We  have  a  National  chairman,  we  have  a  first  class  physician  who 
knows  the  human  body,  then  we  have  a  great  division  head,  with 
two  or  three  people  under  him  and  a  secretary.  We  have  five  gen¬ 
eral  groups  in  the  field  and  a  vice  chairman,  and  five  vice  chairmen 
who  preside  over  the  whole  committee  in  the  area. 

We  sustained,  as  you  all  know,  a  very  severe  loss  in  the  death 
of  Colonel  Dunn  at  Asheville,  who  died  almost  at  my  side.  He  was 
more  responsible  for  the  particular  legislation  which  had  been 
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written  in  the  statutes  on  behalf  of  men  who  suffer  with  tubercu¬ 
losis  in  its  various  forms.  I  don’t  know  how  we  will  ever  he  able 
to  repay  Colonel  Dunn. 

A  man  who  is  in  bed  is  substantially  thinking  of  something  that 
he  wants  to  ask  in  the  morning,  so  we  want  to  keep  our  full  time 
contact  service  there  and  let  it  replace  where  the  Red  Cross  left 
off.  This  bulletin  provides  that  men  who  have  not  money  can  be 
shaved  by  the  barber  there.  A  man  who  is  unable  to  be  trusted 
with  a  razor,  no  matter  how  much  money  he  has  deposited  on  his 
behalf,  must  be  shaved  by  the  barber. 

The  Red  Cross  has  always  told  me  that  they  showed  no  disposi¬ 
tion  to  cut  down  on  the  amount  of  money  they  were  spending  for 
cigarettes,  tooth  brushes  and  things  like  that;  if  you  find  there  is 
not  enough  of  that  material  there  when  you  visit  the  hospital,  you 
must  tell  us. 

I  again  wish  to  thank  you  for  this  opportunity. 

President  :  I  wish  that  the  members  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  would  use  Colonel  Miller’s  office  more  and  get  the 
true  status  of  affairs;  know  what  you  can  do  and,  what  they 
are  doing.,  We  appreciate  the  marvelous  work  these  men  are 
doing  in  Washington.  These  big  men  are  not  near  as  hard  to 
see  as  the  President,  I  can  assure  you.  Now,  may  I  present  to 
you  our  own  Child  Welfare  Nurse.  You  know  that  we  pay 
one  half  of  her  salary  and  the  Legion  pays  the  other  half.  I 
know  that  you  could  not  go  home  without  seeing  Miss  Louise 
Reinhardt  of  Oteen. 

Miss  Reinhardt  :  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  love  the  work 
at  Oteen,  and  your  spirit  of  cooperation  and,  loyalty  to  me  has 
been  a  wonderful  inspiration  at  all  times,  and  I  thank  you  for 
the  privilege  of  giving  me  this  work. 

Motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  reading  of  Miss  Rein¬ 
hardt’s  report  he  dispensed  with  and  appear  in  the  minutes. 

REPORT  OF  CHILD  WELFARE’  NURSE 

The  following  report  of  the  work  done  by  the  North  Carolina 
Department  of  the  American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
at  Oteen  covers  only  some  of  the  major  things  that  have  been  ac¬ 
complished  during  the  past  two  years. 

As  I  have  never  given  a  financial  report,  I  thought  you  might  be 
interested  in  hearing  something  of  this  side  of  the  work. 
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During  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  expended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  needy  families  and  little  children  the  sum  of  $1,298.68. 
This  amount  has  been  distributed  as  follows: 


Rents . $498.30 

Board  and  laundry  .  86.19 

Milk .  26.05 

Prizes .  14.00 

Casket .  15.00 

Washing  machine  . 45.00 

Groceries .  58.53 

X-ray  and  hospital  bills  .  119.22 

Miscellaneous,  including  drugs,  clinic  supplies, 

transportation,  telegrams,  etc .  436.39 


$1,298.68 

We  are  indebted  to  Miss  Alice  Gray,  Chairman  of  Child  Welfare 
Committee  of  the  American  Legion,  for  her  untiring  efforts  in  se¬ 
curing  this  special  fund. 

For  the  past  three  months  one  family  (a  mother  and  four  chil¬ 
dren)  has  been  cared  for  from  this  fund.  Clothing,  fuel  and  gro¬ 
ceries  have  been  supplied  while  the  father  is  receiving  treatment 
in  one  of  our  N.  P.  Hospitals. 

Another  family  has  been  given  timely  assistance.  The  mother 
received  two  weeks’  treatment  in  Biltmore  Hospital  and  at  another 
time  she  was  treated  for  six  weeks  in  a  private  sanatorium.  A 
child  received  special  nursing  and  medical  care  during  its  final 
illness  and  the  casket  was  purchased  from  the  clinic  fund. 

Numerous  other  cases  have  been  aided  with  gifts  of  clothing  and 
miscellaneous  supplies.  One  family  has  been  drawing  upon  this 
fund  for  milk  for  the  past  seven  months.  The  mother  in  this  fam¬ 
ily  has  been  supplementing  the  income  by  using  a  washing  machine. 
She  was  unable  to  make  the  final  payment  on  the  machine  and  was 
about  to  lose  it.  This  would  have  meant  the  loss  of  the  family’s 
main  source  of  support.  The  entire  payment  was  made  from  the 
clinic  fund. 

Numbers  of  such  instances  might  be  cited. 

An  emergency  fund  of  $146.20  was  accumulated  during  the  year 
by  private  subscription.  The  Disabled  American  Veterans,  Buncombe 
County  Chapter,  very  generously  donated  $25.  Only  $60  of  this 
amount  has  been  used,  $40  of  which  was  a  loan  and  will  be  returned 
during  the  year. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  C.  W.  Francy  Post,  No.  70,  of  the 
American  Legion  at  Oteen,  we  have  at  our  command  a  bed  in  the 
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children’s  ward  at  Biltmore  Hospital.  This  donation  was  made  in 
May  and  four  children  have  already  received  the  advantage  it  offers 
in  their  treatment.  It  has  been  occupied  three-fourths  of  the  time 
and  has  meant  a  saving  to  the  needy  of  approximately  $200  over 
a  period  of  three  and  one-half  months. 

The  mothers  and  children  who  attend  the  clinic  sold  in  Decem¬ 
ber  enough  tuberculosis  Christmas  seals  to  realize  $25  for  our  use. 
Of  this  amount,  $12.40  has  been  used  to  buy  milk  for  undernour¬ 
ished  children;  $12.60  was  spent  on  educational  literature. 

In  the  summer  of  1927  the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Post  of  the  American 
Legion  donated  $32  to  give  a  picnic  for  the  Oteen  children.  Enough 
was  left  from  this  amount  to  buy  medicines  and  employ  a  special 
nurse  for  one  night  for  a  very  ill  child. 

Aside  from  medical  aid  and  nursing  of  the  sick,  we  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  add  another  feature  to  our  work — that  of  bringing 
happiness  into  the  lives  of  the  mothers  and  little  children  by  afford¬ 
ing  social  contact.  Four  parties  have  been  given  during  the  past 
year  for  the  community.  At  Christmas  a  tree  was  loaded  with  gifts 
for  each  child,  and  each  man  and  woman  living  in  Oteen  was  re¬ 
membered.  For  this  we  are  indebted  to  Miss  Alice  Gray,  the  Oteen 
Sunday  School  and  the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

The  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  gave 
a  most  enjoyable  Easter  egg  hunt.  The  Asheville  Park  Commission 
and  the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Post  of  the  American  Legion  turned  over 
the  Asheville  Recreation  Park  and  all  of  its  amusements  to  the 
Oteen  children  for  an  afternoon  during  July.  Ice  cream  was  plenti¬ 
ful  and  the  “hobby  horses,”  the  ferris  wheel  and  the  swimming  pool 
vied  with  each  other  in  popularity.  The  Hornets’  Nest  Unit  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  knows  how  to  bring  joy  to  little  chil¬ 
dren  on  a  hot  day.  Three  hundred  “Dixie  cups”  filled  the  stomachs 
as  well  as  the  hearts  of  the  clinic  children  with’  happiness  one 
hot  afternoon  this  month. 

During  the  past  year — August  1,  1927,  to  July  31,  1928 — the  Legion 
and  Auxiliary  car  has  been  driven  over  12,000  miles  in  perform¬ 
ance  of  duty;  2,363  calls  have  been  made;  1,155  quarts  of  milk 
have  been  distributed;  9  meetings  attended  in  the  interest  of  wel¬ 
fare  work;  209  inoculations  have  been  given  against  contagious 
diseases,  and  105  clinic  sessions  have  been  held  with  a  total  at¬ 
tendance  of  1,746. 

A  report  of  the  welfare  work  at  Oteen  would  not  be  complete 
without  acknowledging  the  assistance  of  the  physicians  of  Ashe¬ 
ville.  They  have  given  freely  of  their  time,  both  in  their  offices  and 
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outside  calls,  and  to  them  we  are  greatly  indebted.  To  the  Biltmore 
Hospital  we  are  also  greatly  indebted  for  their  generous  spirit  in 
taking  several  charity  cases  at  a  time  and  for  the  gracious  treatment 
of  each  case. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Louise  Reinhardt, 

Child  Welfare  Nurse. 

The  report  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  was  presented  by 
the  Chairman,  Mrs.  Sam  Lee. 

REPORT  OF  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 

This  Committee  wishes  to  submit  the  following  resolutions  for 
consideration  of  the  Convention: 

Whereas  many  units  in  the  State  feel  that  they  have  been  greatly 
handicapped  in  their  sale  of  poppies  on  Memorial  Day,  due  to  the 
fact  that  other  units  (many  of  them  nearby)  have  put  on  their  sale 
as  early  as  a  week  or  ten  days  before  May  30,  and; 

Whereas  many  Legionnaires  feel  that  the  poppy  has  been  so 
commercialized  that  it  has  lost  its  significance  as  a  memorial  to 
“those  who  sleep  in  Flanders’  Field,”  therefore: 

1.  Be  it  resolved  that  hereafter  poppies  be  sold  on  one  day  an¬ 
nually,  namely,  Memorial  Day,  or  some  day  designated  by  Depart¬ 
ment  Headquarters  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary. 

2.  Resolved:  That  the  official  year  of  all  the  Auxiliary  units  in 
North  Carolina  shall  run  concurrently  with  the  official  year  of  the 
Department,  the  year  beginning  and  ending  on  the  same  date  for 
all. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Herring, 

Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcocke, 

Mrs.  Roland  Monroe;, 

Miss  Bernice  Turner, 
Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee, 

Chairman. 

After  discussion  the  first  resolution  was  not  adopted,  and  it 
was  decided  that  poppies  should  be  sold  by  the  units  of  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina  on  a  day  best  suited  to  each 
unit  and  preferably  during  the  week  of  May  30. 

The  second  resolution  was  adopted  as  read. 
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President:  The  Chair  recognizes  National  Vice  Commander 
of  the  American  Legion,  Mr.  Paul  P.  Younts.  We  would  be 
glad  to  hear  from  him. 

Paul  Younts:  It  is  certainly  a  pleasure  for  me  to  come  here 
this  afternoon,  especially  when  I  am  in  Charlotte,  my  own  home 
town,  saying  a  few  words  to  you  and  greeting  you..  We  hope 
you  have  had  a  good  time  and  would  like  for  you  to  come  hack, 
but  it  makes  it  a  double  pleasure  that  I  am  a  member  of  the 
American  Legion  and  have  the  opportunity  of  helping  this 
organization  and  helping  carry  the  American  Legion  work  on¬ 
ward  and  upward,  and  making  this  State  a  better  place  in 
which  to  live.  This  work  which  we  have  entrusted  to  you  we 
knew  you  would  do  it,  because  we  knew  you  were  our  own  peo¬ 
ple.  As  we  come  to  you  as  members  of  the  American  Legion, 
because  you  are  our  own,  and  because  we  entrusted  to  you,  look¬ 
ing  after  those  men  and  helping  us  to  make  the  Legion  a  better 
organization  and  make  it  so  that  the  whole  country  and  the 
whole  world,  would  be  proud  of  it.  Not  because  we  are  Amer¬ 
icans,  hut  because  of  those  men  who  have  paid  the  supreme 
sacrifice.  You  women  have  given  that  inspiration  to  those  men, 
and  it  was  that  inspiration  that  made  it  possible  for  them  to 
go  forward,  and  it  is  that  today  that  makes  it  possible  to  carry 
this  Legion  on.  I  am  delighted  to  be  here. 

The  report  of  the  Courtesies  Committee  was  submitted  by 
Mrs.  Horace  Hayworth,  High  Point,  N.  C.  The  report  was 
accepted. 

REPORT  OF  COURTESIES  COMMITTEE’ 

Your  Committee  realizes  what  a  task  you  have  given  us  when 
we  attempt  to  express  our  appreciation  to  the  hostess  unit  and  to 
others  for  the  many  things  they  have  done  to  make  our  visit  here 
pleasant. 

We  want  to  thank  the  Hornets  Nest  Post  and  their  Auxiliary  for 
the  privilege  they  have  given  us  of  meeting  in  their  city. 

For  the  inspiring  service  held  on  Sunday  evening  in  the  beautiful 
First  Methodist  Church,  and  for  the  music  we  have  enjoyed  we 
thank  all  to  whom  thanks  are  due. 
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The  dinner  given  Sunday  evening  and  the  luncheon  Monday  were 
greatly  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

To  all  who  extended  words  of  welcome  we  are  deeply  grateful. 
To  every  singer  and  to  the  bands  who  have  delighted  us  during  the 
Convention  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation.  We  cannot  fail  to 
mention  also  the  generosity  extended  us  by  the  press  of  the  city. 

The  Charlotte  Hotel,  the  Carolina  Theater,  and  the  congregation 
of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  are  due  much  appreciation  for 
the  courtesies  they  have  shown  us. 

To  the  pages  for  their  untiring  service,  and  to  our  distinguished 
guests  for  the  messages  they  have  brought  us  we  extend  our  thanks. 

To  Mrs.  John  Slear  and  her  efficient  corps  of  committees  too  much 
praise  cannot  be  given  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  made 
us  welcome  and  our  stay  here  a  happy  one. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Horace  Haworth,  Chairman. 

Miss  Mary  Pemberton. 

Miss  Magdalene  Hummel. 

Mrs.  S.  L.  Pharr, 

Mrs.  J.  K.,  Norfleet  taking  the  chair. 

The  Nominating  Committee  reported  the  nomination  of  the 
following  officers : 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Raleigh,  President. 

Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow,  Greensboro,  First  Vice  President. 

Mrs.  Homer  Beaman,  Marion,  Second  Vice  President. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Springs,  Charlotte,  Chaplain. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Raleigh,  Historian. 

Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  Winston-Salem,  National  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Raleigh,  Alternate.  National  Committee- 
woman. 

Motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  report  be  accepted 
and  the  election  be  made  unanimous.  The  new  officers  were 
escorted  to  the  platform  by  the  pages. 

The  following  were  elected  as  District  Committeewomen : 

First  District:  Mrs.  A.  D.  Frank,  Greenville. 

Second  District:  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Kinston. 

Third  District:  Miss  Magdalene  Hummell,  Goldsboro. 

Fourth  District:  Mrs.  Lynton  Balentine,  Fuquay  Springs. 

Fifth  District:  Mrs.  V.  Ben  White,  Greensboro. 

Sixth  District:  Mrs.  J.  J.  Burney,  Wilmington. 
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Seventh  District:  Mrs.  G.  P.  Pritchard,  Asheboro. 

Eighth  District:  Miss  Mary  Pemberton,  Concord. 

Ninth  District:  Mrs.  Joe  L.  Blythe,  Charlotte. 

Tenth  District:  Mrs.  S.  S.  Chandley,  Asheville. 

The  delegates  elected  to  attend  the  National  Convention  at 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  were:  Mrs.  George  Iseley,  Raleigh;  Mrs. 
Sam  Lee,  Monroe;  Mrs.  J.  T.,  Witherspoon,  Greensboro;  Mrs. 
J.  K.  Slear,  Charlotte;  Miss  Ana  Choate,  Charlotte;  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Clavarie,  Asheville;  Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Mooresville;  Miss 
Nannie  Dodson,  Winston-Salem;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Gosney  of  Raleigh. 

The  following  alternates  were  chosen:  Mrs.  J.  M.  Yandle, 
Charlotte;  Mrs.  Tom  Daniels,  New  Bern;  Mrs.  Cuthhert  Mar¬ 
tin,  Wilmington;  Mrs.  Albert  Cox,  Raleigh;  Miss  Lara  Heath, 
Monroe;  Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  Hickory;  Mrs.  Paul  Rousseau, 
Charlotte;  Miss  Margaret  Gray,  Winston-Salem;  Mrs.  Fred¬ 
erick  J.,  Pape,  Asheville,  and  Mrs.  B.  L.  Susman,  Washington. 

Mrs.  Norfleet:  It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  pre¬ 
sent  your  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mrs.  Vass:  You  have  done  absolutely  the  best  thing  you  could 
do  when  you  elected  Florence  Iseley  as  your  President.  She 
has  worked  beautifully  this  year  with  me,  and  I  have  tried  not 
to  have  a  meeting  or  a  thought  in  which  I  have  not  included 
Florence.  I  hope  she  will  enjoy  the  work,  and  that  it  will  mean 
as  much  to  her  as  it  has  to  me.  I  do  not  go  out  of  office  until 
after  the  National  Convention,  then  the  finest  woman  I  know 
of  will  head  the  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Iseley:  Members  of  the  Auxiliary  and  friends,  and  all 
of  our  distinguished  guests;  I  hardly  know  just  what  to  say  at 
this  time.  There  is  a  feeling  that  I  cannot  find  words  to  de¬ 
scribe;  it  is  a  mingling  of  pride,  gratitude  and  a  great  deal  of 
happiness.  In  explaining  the  word  “gratitude5’  I  would  say  that 
there  are  two  kinds — gratitude  to  those  men  who  served  their 
country  during  the  World  War,  and  to  whom  our  work  is 
dedicated ;  gratitude  to  the  members  of  the  American  Auxiliary 
who  have  given  me  the  highest  honor  that  any  woman  can  have. 
I  highly  appreciate  serving  you  as  your  State  President  in  the 
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Auxiliary.  I  cannot  stop  without  explaining  the  pride  that  I 
feel;  that  is  the  pride  of  being  a  member  of  the  Auxiliary  and 
also  being  a  member  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 
Then  the  happiness,  by  knowing  that  again  for  another  year  I 
am  to  be  associated  with  the  units  in  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina. 

In  return  for  this  very  high  honor  which  you  have  given  me 
I  pledge  to  you  the  best  service  that  I  can  give  in  the  coming 
year  and  all  the  years  to  come.  I  want  to  ask  that  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Auxiliary  will  remember  in  their  prayers  to  ask  for 
the  guidance  of  their  President  in  next  year’s  work,  because 
without  that  we  cannot  prosper. 

Mrs.  Vass:  I  have  not  thanked  you  for  the  honor  you  have 
given  me,  that  is  electing  me  as  your  National  Committee- 
woman.,  I  will  be  the  go-between,  call  on  me  and  remember 
that  I  hope  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  will  be  twice 
as  large  next  year  as  'it  is  this  year. 

President  :  I  want  to  present  to  this  Eighth  Annual  Con¬ 
vention  the  nicest  pages ;  they  have  done  everything  for  my 
personal  comfort  and  I  know  they  have  for  you.  (Introducing 
each  page.) 

TROPHIES  AND  AWARDS  RETORT  FOR  1928 

The  Department’s  cup  given  for  the  greatest  increase  in  mem¬ 
bership  was  won  by  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

The  Department’s  cup  given  for  greatest  percentage  of  increase 
in  niembership  was  won  by  St.  Pauls,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Harry  Vass’s  cup,  given  to  the  unit  of  over  100  members 
which  was  first  to  send  in  dues  equal  to  1927  membership  by  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  was  won  by  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Harry  Vass’s  cup,  given  to  the  unit  of  less  than  100  mem¬ 
bers  which  was  first  to  send  in  dues  equal  to  1927  membership  by 
January  1,  was  won  by  Asheboro,  N.  C. 

The  Lillie  Burt  cup,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet  to  unit  doing 
most  child  welfare  work,  was  won  by  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller  gave  three  gold  American  Legion  pins  as 
follows: 

1.  To  the  membership  chairman  of  unit  of  10  to  50  members 
which  was  first  to  double  1927  membership.  This  was  won  by 
Mrs.  Ruffin  Powers  of  St.  Pauls. 
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2.  To  the  membership  chairman  of  unit  of  50  to  100  members 
which  was  first  to  double  1927  membership.  This  was  won  by  Mrs. 
R.  A.  White  of  Statesville. 

3.  To  the  membership  chairman  of  unit  of  over  100  members 
which  was  first  to  double  1927  membership.  This  was  won  by  Mrs. 
Paul  Rousseau  of  Charlotte. 

Mrs.  Richard  Springs  gave  a  cup  to  the  unit  selling  most  poppies, 
which  was  won  by  Wilmington. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie’s  cup,  given  for  most  unit  activities  work, 
was  won  by  Hornets  Nest  Unit,  No.  9,  Charlotte. 

The  Caroline  Settle  Wilkes  cup,  given  by  Mr.  Renwick  Wilkes  to 
unit  having  greatest  percentage  of  attendance  at  monthly  meetings, 
was  won  by  Weldon. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry  gave  $10  in  gold  to  unit  sending  in  best  report 
on  prison  work,  which  was  won  by  Greensboro. 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Baugham  gave  two  prizes  for  essays  on  Constitution 
of  U.  S.  A. 

The  $10  prize  was  won  by  Miss  Barbara  Beard  of  St.  Pauls,  N.  C. 

The  $5  prize  was  won  by  Miss  Ruth  Kearns  of  Asheboro. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley  gave  $10  in  gold  to  the  new  unit  doing  the 
best  work,  which  was  won  by  Taylorsville. 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Lowe,  Americanism  Chairman,  gave  $5  in  gold  to  best 
unit  report  on  Americanism.  This  was  won  by  Charlotte. 

Mrs.  Lowe  presented  a  medal  to  Mrs.  Gudger  of  Asheville  for  her 
float. 

District  Trophies 

Mrs.  Ben  White  and  Mrs.  Lillian  Witherspoon  gave  a  cup  to  the 
unit  in  the  Fifth  District  which  showed  greatest  percentage  of 
increase  in  membership.  This  was  won  by  Oxford,  N.  C. 

They  gave  a  gold  American  Legion  Auxiliary  pin  to  the  woman 
enrolling  most  new  members.  This  was  won  by  Mrs.  Ray  Wagoner 
of  Greensboro. 

Miss  Ona  Choat  gave  a  trophy  in  the  Ninth  District  to  the  unit 
showing  greatest  percentage  of  increase  in  membership,  which  was 
won  by  Charlotte. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  has  there 
been  such  interest  shown  in  the  local  units  as  this  year.  Many  of 
the  units  have  given  silver  cups,  silver  baskets,  and  pins  in  the 
local  units  as  prizes,  and  medals,  silver  cups  and  cash  prizes  in  the 
schools. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  Miller  of  Charlotte,  Chairman  of  the  Membership 
Committee,  presented  awards  to  St.  Pauls  Unit  for  being  the  first 
unit  with  less  than  fifty  members  to  double  its  membership,  and 
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to  the  Statesville  unit  for  being  the  first  with  more  than  fifty  but 
less  than  one  hundred  members  to  double  its  membership,  and  to 
the  Charlotte  Unit  for  being  the  first  with  more  than  one  hundred 
members  to  double  its  membership. 

The  Greensboro  Unit  was  aAvarded  a  scrap  book  for  turning  in 
the  best  publicity  work.  Miss  Helen  Wagner  of  Greensboro  was 
classed  as  the  “leading  member-getter,”  in  the  Fifth  District,  and 
Oxford  Unit  was  awarded  the  fourth  trophy  for  the  unit  in  the 
Fifth  District  showing  the  greatest  increase. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Nannie  E.  Dodson, 
Chairman  Trophies  and  Awards. 

President  :  We  all  have  our  share  of  work  to  do,  hut  I  don’t 
believe  any  of  us  have  worked  any  harder  than  our  efficient 
Convention  Secretary.  I  wish  to  introduce  to  you  Mrs.  Sarah 
Witherspoon  Summers  of  Charlotte. 

Mrs.  Summers  :  During  this  year  I  have  reported  first,  the 
Lumber  Dealers  Association ;  second,  the  General  Contractors 
of  America;  and  third,  the  North  Carolina  Building  and  Loan 
League.  The  first  one  furnishes  lumber  with  which  to  build 
the  homes,  the  second  one  furnishes  the  contractors  to  build  the 
home,  and  the  last  one  furnishes  the  monev  to  finance  the  home- 
building.  But  I  consider  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  the 
greatest  of  all  of  these — it  is  the  greatest  home-builder,  and  it 
keeps  the  home  fires  burning. 

Miss  Lee  :  I  think  every  unit  and  every  person  has  gotten  a 
decoration,  I  want  to  decorate  our  President,  as  a  small  token 
and  appreciation  of  the  Department  President,  and  as  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  their  love  for  you,  your  units  wish  to  present  to 
you,  Mrs.  Yass,  this  Past  President’s  pin.  We  realize  that  you 
well  deserve  it  and  I  would  like  to  place  this  over  your  heart. 
I  would  like  also  to  decorate  you  in  the  true  Prench  fashion. 

President:  May  I  thank  all  of  you  and  thank  dear  sweet 
Annie  Lee  who  has  stood  by  me  this  year.  I  appreciate  this 
pin  greatly,  but  I  cannot  wear  it  until  after  the  National  Con¬ 
vention,  then  I  will  wear  it  always  with  keen  appreciation  of 
the  honor  which  it  signifies. 

Colors  retired. 

Adjournment. 
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TO  THE 
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Department  of  North  Carolina 

With  sincere  thanks  for  their  wise  counsel  and 
loyal  cooperation,  these  minutes  are  affectionately 

dedicated. 
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All  committee  reports  were  mimeographed  and  distributed  to 
delegates  attending  the  annual  Convention.  Two  copies  of  each 
report  are  in  the  Department  files  for  reference  and  the  minutes 
of  the  Convention  will  not  contain  these  reports. 
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Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Historian . Raleigh 

Mrs.  Richard  Springs,  Chaplain . Charlotte 


DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMEN 


First  District 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Frank . Greenville 

Second  District 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy . Kinston 

Third  District 

Miss  Magdalene  Hummell . Goldsboro 

Fourth  District 

Mrs.  Lynton  Ballentine . Varina 

Fifth  District 

Mrs.  V.  Ben  White . Greensboro 

Sixth  District 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Burney . Wilmington 

Seventh  District 

Mrs.  G.  P.  Pritchard . Asheboro 
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Eighth  District 

Miss  Mary  Pemberton . Concord 

Ninth  District 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Slear . Charlotte 

Tenth  District 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Chandley . Asheville 

CHAIRMEN  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie,  Rehabilitation . Asheville 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Finance . Kinston 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  Child  Welfare . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  Roland  Monroe,  Unit  Activities . Sanford 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd,  Legislation . Raleigh 

Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Constitution . Lexington 

Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  Fidac . Wilmington 

Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  Poppy . Hickory 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Americanism . . N.  Wilkesboro 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  National  Defense . Charlotte 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Memorials . Mooresville 

Mrs.  Walter  Craven,  Trophies  and  Awards . Charlotte 

Miss  Julia  McNeill,  Membership . St.  Pauls 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry,  Prison . Louisburg 

Miss  Irma  Deaton,  Publicity . Raleigh 

Mrs.  Margaret  Capps,  Gold  Star . Wilson 

NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  National  Executive  Committeewoman . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Alternate  National  Executive  Committeewoman . .  Raleigh 

CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 
Credentials 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Chairman . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Suiter . Weldon 

Miss  Adele  Pemberton . Concord 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee . Monroe 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell . Raleigh 

Constitution 

Mrs.  Chas.  Young,  Chairman . Lexington 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller . Charlotte 

Miss  Bernice  Turner . Statesville 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


Courtesy 

Mrs.  Clarence  Boesch,  Chairman . Durham 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Suddeth . Gastonia 

Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace . Greenville 

Resolutions 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Herring,  Chairman . Wilson 

Mrs.  Eugene  Rountree . Kinston 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Little . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Hughes . St.  Pauls 

Mrs.  Tom  Daniels . New  Bern 

Rules 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Witherspoon,  Chairman . Greensboro 

Mrs.  Claude  Bowers . Warrenton 

Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris . Wilmington 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Cozart . Fuquay  Springs 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Jennette . Henderson 

P arliamentarian 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Fleming . Henderson 

Pages 

Mrs.  J.  Ernest  Bobbitt,  Chief  Page . Raleigh 

Mrs.  Richard  Iseley,  Presidents  Page . Charlotte 

Miss  Elizabeth  Benbow,  Presidents  Page . Greensboro 

Miss  Martha  Annis  Abernethy,  President’s  Page . Raleigh 

Miss  Ruth  Owen . Lexington 

Mrs.  John  Kilgo,  Jr .  Charlotte 

Mrs.  Harris . Oxford 

Mrs.  H.  O.  Clark . Raleigh 

Miss  Olga  Sears . Wilmington 

Mrs.  Fred  Rhyne . Greensboro 

Miss  Elsie  Wooland . Henderson 


Unit 

No. 


Location 


President 


1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 
18 

19 

20 
21 

23 

24 

25 
27 

29 

30 

31 
34 

38 

39 

42 

43 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 
51 
53 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 
63 

65 

66 

74 

75 
77 
82 
86 
87 

90 

91 

93 

94 
105 

115 

116 
117 
119 
123 
125 
130 
134 
144 
152 
115 
159 
170 
182 
185 
187 


Raleigh. . 

Asheville _ _ 

Fayetteville _ 

St.  Pauls _ 

Chapel  Hill . . 

Durham- . 

Lexington _ 

Charlotte . . . 

Wilmington _ 

Goldsboro _ 

Wilson _ _ 

Salisbury . . 

Washington _ 

Newton _ 

Sanford _ 

Tarboro _ 

Raeford _ 

Morganton - 

Gastonia _ 

New  Bern _ 

Warrenton _ 

Monroe _ 

Lenoir _ 

Lincolnton _ 

Wadesboro _ 

Scotland  Neck _ 

Weldon _ 

Greenville _ 

Lumberton _ 

Kinston _ 

Asheboro _ 

Morehead  City _ 

Waynesville _ 

Hickory _ 

Hamlet _ 

Concord.. . . 

Greensboro  -  . . 

Winston-Salem _ 

Marion _ 

Pittsboro _ 

Rocky  Mount . 

Dunn _ 

Henderson _ 

Burlington . 

Statesville _ 

Mooresville _ 

Forest  City _ 

Rutherfordton _ 

Hendersonville _ 

Shelby _ 

Davidson _ 

High  Point _ 

Oxford _ 

Spring  Hope . 

Siler  City. . 

Snow  H,ill _ 

Louisburg _ 

Kannapolis _ 

Fuquay  Springs.  . 

Maxton _ 

Spray.... - 

Mount  Airy _ 

North  Wilkesboro 

Boone _ 

Southern  Pines _ 

Belmont _ 

Mount  Holly _ 

Kings  Mountain.. 

Troy . . 

Taylorsville _ 

Columbia _ 

China  Grove _ 

Wake  Forest _ 


Mrs.  James  W.  Bailey 
.Mrs.  F.  J.  Pape 
Mrs.  Thos  Rankin 
Miss  Julia  McNeill 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Thompson 
Mrs.  Clarence  E.  Boesch 
Mrs.  Minnie  Layden 
Mrs.  John  K.  Slear 
Mrs.  Royce  McClelland 
Miss  Magdalene  Hummell 
.Mrs.  Steve  Anderson 
.Mrs.  Max  Barker 
Mrs.  Frazier  McDevitt 
.Mrs.  J.  Wade  Hendricks 
.Mrs.  Dan  B.  King 
.Mrs.  J.  G.  Raby 
.Miss  Mabel  McLean 
.Mrs.  Ernest  Giles 
.Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh 
-Mrs.  Charles  J.  Shupp 
.Mrs.  N.  M.  Palmer 
.Mrs.  Arthur  Edgeworth 
.Mrs.  George  D.  Greer 
.Mrs.  Summey  Alexander 
-Mrs.  H.  B.  Covington 
.Mrs.  J.  G.  Shields 
.Mrs.  W.  O.  Davis 
.Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace 
.Miss  Janie  Carlyle 
-Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy 
-Mrs.  Don  McGlohon 
.Mrs.  Luther  Hamilton 
.Mrs.  R.  R.  Campbell 
-Mrs.  James  E.  Gaither 
-Mrs.  O.  T.  Johnson 
.Mrs.  J.  Lee  Crowell 
.Mrs.  J.  T.  Witherspoon 
-Miss  Nannie  Dodson 
.Mrs.  Fred  Washburn 
-Mrs.  Clinton  Bryan 
-Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcocke 
-Mrs.  William  Pearsall 
.Mrs.  S.  E.  Jennette 
-Mrs.  Glenn  McAdams 
-Mrs.  Coit  Sherrill 
-Mrs.  Sam  Pharr 
-Mrs.  F.  B.  Moss 
.Mrs.  F.  W.  H.  Logan 
-Miss  Pearl  Jones 
-Mrs.  Frank  Hoyle 
-Mrs.  John  Elkin 
.Mrs.  Horace  Haworth 
.Miss  Helen  Clement 
.Miss  Ada  Valentine 
-Mrs.  R.  C.  Upchurch 
.Mrs.  M.  C.  Lassiter 
-Mrs.  J.  E.  Malone,  Jr. 
.Mrs.  Jessie  S.  Rogers 
-Mrs.  W.  S.  Cozart 
-Mrs.  R.  M.  Williams 
-Mrs.  James  Hairston 
-Mrs.  Francis  Terry 
.Mrs.  A.  G.  Finley 
.Mrs.  L.  S.  Isaacs 
-Mrs.  Roy  Pushee 
.Mrs.  W.  T.  Hall 
.Miss  Eunice  Hutchinson 
.Mrs.  Pride  Ratteree 
-Mrs.  L.  M.  Russell 
-Miss  Elsie  Allen 
-Mrs.  Floyd  Cohoon 
_Mrs.  E.  D.  Johnson 
-Mrs.  C.  H.  Wilkinson 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  PROGRAM 


SUNDAY,  AUGUST  25 


10:30  a.m.  Registration  booth  opens,  Carolina  Hotel. 

1:30  p.m.  Luncheon  for  Department  Executive  Committee,  Carolina  Hotel. 
Raleigh  Unit,  Hostess. 

2:30  p.m.  Meeting  of  Department  Executive  Committee,  Carolina  Hotel. 
8:30  p.m.  Joint  Religious  Service,  City  Auditorium. 

HALL  OF  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  STATE  CAPITOL 

MONDAY,  AUGUST  26 


7:30  a.m. 
8:15  a.m. 


9:30  a.m. 
11:30  a.m. 


Registration,  Carolina  Hotel. 

Call  to  Order,  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Department  President. 
Invocation,  Mrs.  Richard  Springs,  Department  Chaplain. 
Advancement  of  Colors:  Pages,  Mrs.  J.  Ernest  Bobbitt,  Chief  Page. 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag,  Led  by  Mrs.  N.  M.  Palmer, 
Warrenton  Unit. 

Reading  of  Preamble,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Department  American¬ 
ism  Chairman. 

Song,  America. 

Call  for  Convention,  Read  by  Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell,  Department 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

Roll  Call. 

Report  of  Credentials  Committee. 

Report  of  Rules  Committee. 

Song,  Mrs.  Connor  Allen,  Raleigh  Unit. 

Joint  Session  with  American  Legion,  City  Auditorium. 

Resume  Session,  Hall  of  House  of  Representatives. 

Song.  Mrs.  Glenn  Long,  Newton  Unit. 

Introduction  of  National  Officers  and  Guests. 

Report  of  National  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass. 
Report  of  President,  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley. 

Report  of  First  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow. 

Report  of  Second  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller. 

Report  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell. 

Report  of  Historian,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher. 

Report  of  Chaplain,  Mrs.  Richard  C.  Springs. 

Music. 

Reports  of  Committeewomen: 

1st  District,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Frank,  Greenville. 

2nd  District,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Kinston. 


1 :00  p.m. 
2:30  p.m. 


5:30  p.m. 
8:00  p.m. 
9:00  p.m. 
11:00  p.m. 


7:15  a.m. 

7:30  a.m. 
8:30  a.m. 
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3rd  District,  Miss  Magdalene  Hummell,  Goldsboro. 

4th  District,  Mrs.  Lynton  Ballentine,  Varina. 

5th  District,  Mrs.  V.  Ben  White,  Greensboro. 

6th  District,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Burney,  Wilmington. 

7th  District,  Mrs.  G.  P.  Pritchard,  Asheboro. 

8th  District,  Miss  Mary  Pemberton,  Concord. 

9th  District,  Mrs.  John  K.  Slear,  Charlotte. 

10th  District,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Chandley,  Asheville. 

Adjournment. 

MONDAY,  AUGUST  26th 

Luncheon,  Woman’s  Club,  Raleigh  Unit  Hostess.  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Gosney,  Chairman. 

Competitive  Drills — Legion  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  and  Auxiliary 
Drill  Teams,  Riddick  Field,  State  College. 

(Free  transportation  by  bus  from  Woman’s  Club  to  Riddick  Field, 
and  Return.) 

Tea,  Guests  of  Raleigh  Woman’s  Club. 

Parade,  Fayetteville  Street. 

Carnival,  West  Hargett  Street.  Street  Dancing. 

Midnight  Show  and  Musical  Contests. 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  27th 

Past  Presidents’  Breakfast,  Carolina  Hotel.  Mrs.  Frank  Capps, 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Arrangements. 

Registration,  Carolina  Hotel. 

Call  to  Order,  Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow,  First  Vice  President,  Presiding. 
Advancement  of  Colors — Pages. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag,  Led  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  De¬ 
partment  Americanism  Chairman. 

Reading  of  Preamble,  Department  Americanism  Chairman. 

Music. 

Committee  Reports: 

Rehabilitation,  Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie,  Asheville. 

Finance,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Kinston. 

Child  Welfare,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  Winston-Salem. 

Unit  Activities,  Mrs.  Roland  Monroe,  Sanford. 

Legislation,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd,  Raleigh. 

Fidac — Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  Wilmington. 

Poppy — Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  Hickory. 

Americanism — Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  North  Wilkesboro. 
Memorials — Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Mooresville. 

Membership,  Miss  Julia  McNeill,  St.  Pauls. 


Department  of  North  Carolina 
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Prison,  Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  Louisburg. 

Publicity,  Miss  Irma  Deaton,  Raleigh. 

Gold  Star,  Mrs.  Margaret  Capps. 

(Mrs.  George  A.  Isley,  President  presiding) 
Presentation  of  Major  R.  Gregg  Cherry,  Commander  American 
Legion,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Presentation  of  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in  Charge,  U. 

S.  Veterans’  Hospital  No.  60,  Oteen,  N.  C. 

Presentation  of  Mr.  Jim  Caldwell,  Adjutant  American  Legion, 
Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Presentation  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchison,  State  Service  Officer  of 
North  Carolina. 

(Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Second  Vice  President,  presiding.) 
Credentials  Report. 

Election  of  Nominating  Committee. 

Report  of  Resolutions  Committee. 

Report  of  Constitution  Committee. 

New  Business. 

Recess. 

2:15  p.m.  Resume  Session,  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Department  President, 
presiding. 

Report  of  Courtesies  Committee. 

Election  of  Officers,  Past  President  presiding. 

Election  of  Delegates  to  National  Convention.  (Mrs.  George  A. 
Iseley,  Department  President,  presiding.) 

Presentation  of  New  Officers. 

Report  of  Trophies  and  Awards,  Mrs.  Walter  Craven,  Department 
Chairman. 

Retirement  of  Colors. 

Adjournment. 

4:30  p.m.  Aviation  Meet,  Curtiss  Field. 

5:00  p.m.  Reception  and  Tea.  Guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Josephus  Daniels. 


Jlinti)  Annual  Conbentton 

American  Hegton  gtatltarp 

department  of  Carolina 

i*>econb  ipresbpterian  Cfjurcf),  Charlotte,  J®.  C. 


FIRST  BUSINESS  SESSION 
Monday  Morning,  August  26,  1929 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Mrs. 
George  A.  Iseley  at  8:15,  Monday  morning,  August  26th,  1929 
and  opened  with  the  invocation  by  Mrs.  Richard  Springs, 
Department  Chaplain. 

The  colors  were  advanced  by  the  pages  while  the  audience 
stood  at  attention.  Mrs.  J.  Ernest  Bobbitt,  Chief  Page. 

The  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag  was  repeated  in  unison, 
led  by  Mrs.  N.  M.  Palmer,  Warrenton,  N.  C.  Mrs.  W.  R.  Ab- 
sher,  Department  Americanism  Chairman,  read  the  Preamble. 

“America”  was  then  sung  by  the  audience.  Accompanist:  Mrs. 
James  A.  Briggs,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Connor  Allen  of  the  Raleigh  Unit,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
James  A.  Briggs,  Jr.,  sang  one  selection. 

Department  President:  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Raleigh, 
N.  C.:  By  authority  vested  in  me  as  President  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  I  declare  the 
Ninth  Annual  Convention  in  session.  The  secretary  will  please 
read  the  call  for  the  Ninth  Annual  Convention. 

The  Secretary,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell,  then  read  the  Call  for  the 
Convention,  the  Standing  Committees  for  the  Convention,  and 
Roll  Call. 
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Call  for  the  Ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina 
Raleigh,  N.  C.,  July  15,  1929. 

In  accordance  with  the  Department  Constitution,  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  will  hold  its  Ninth  Annual  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  August  25,  26  and  27,  simultaneously  with  the 
Eleventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion,  Department  of  N.  C. 
PURPOSE:  Receiving  reports  of  Department  Officer,  Department  and  Con¬ 
vention  Chairman,  National  Executive  Committeewoman  and  District  Com- 
mitteewomen:  Election  of  Department  Officers,  Committeewomen  and  Alter¬ 
nates  for  the  ensuing  year;  Election  of  Delegates  and  Alternates  to  the  National 
Convention  in  Louisville,  Ky.;  consideration  of  Resolutions  and  Amendments 
to  the  Department  Constitution;  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  pro¬ 
perly  be  brought  before  the  Convention. 

Representation.  Each  Unit  shall  be  entitled  to  be  represented  by  one  delegate 
and  one  alternate  for  the  first  ten  members  and  two  additional  Delegates  and 
alternates  for  each  fifty  members  or  major  fraction  thereof  whose  1929  dues 
have  been  received  by  the  Department  Treasurer  fifteen  days  before  Conven¬ 
tion.  Each  member  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee  is  entitled  to  a 
vote  to  be  exercised  with  the  Unit  to  which  she  belongs.  The  voting  strength  of 
each  Unit  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  aggregate  number  of  delegates  to  which  the 
Unit  is  entitled. 

Resolutions  and  Recommendations.  Units  desiring  to  submit  Resolutions  or 
recommendations  to  the  Convention  are  requested  to  mail  them  to  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  whose  name  will  be  announced  August  10th. 
Resolutions  and  Recommendations  should  be  typewritten  in  duplicate,  one  copy 
to  be  retained  by  the  delegate  and  one  copy  given  to  the  Committee  Chairman — 
both  copies  to  be  signed  by  the  Unit  President  and  Secretary.  No  anonymous 
resolutions  or  recommendations  will  be  given  consideration. 

Registration.  Continuing  the  plan  adopted  last  year  31 -00  registration  fee  will 
be  charged  for  all  delegates,  alternates  and  visitors  registering.  Those  registering 
will  be  entitled  to  all  Convention  entertainment  free  of  charge.  Hotel  Carolina 
will  be  Registration  Headquarters  for  the  Auxiliary. 

Sunday  Night.  It  is  hoped  that  every  member  will  make  an  effort  to  be  present 
at  the  joint  religious  service  to  be  held  in  the  City  Auditorium  at  eight  p.m. 
Sunday,  August  25,  1929.  Rev.  Plato  Durham  will  deliver  the  sermon  and  a 
musical  program  has  been  arranged. 

Housing.  Miss  Frances  Abernathy,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  is  Chairman  of  the  Housing 
Committee  and  will  assist  any  Auxiliary  member  in  securing  accommodations. 

Florence  B.  Iseley,  President  Department  of  N.  C. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Credentials.  Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Chairman,  Winston-Salem,  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Suiter,  Weldon,  Miss  Adele  Pemberton,  Concord,  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Monroe,  Mrs. 
R.  C.  Powell,  Raleigh. 

Constitution.  Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Lexington,  Chairman — Mrs.  R.  J.  Miller, 
Charlotte,  Miss  Bernice  Turner,  Statesville, 

Courtesy.  Mrs.  Clarence  Boesch,  Chairman,  Durham,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Suddeth 
Gastonia,  Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Greenville. 

Resolutions.  Mrs.  L.  J.  Herring,  Wilson,  Chairman,  Mrs.  Eugene  Rountree, 
Kinston,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Little,  Winston-Salem,  Mrs.  A.  F.  Hughes,  St.  Pauls,  Mrs. 
Tom  Daniels,  New  Bern. 

Rules.  Mrs.  J.  T.  Witherspoon,  Greensboro,  Chairman,  Mrs.  Claude  Bowers, 
Warrenton,  Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris,  Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Cozart,  Fuquay 
Springs,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Jennette,  Henderson. 

Parliamentarian.  Mrs.  W.  H.  Fleming,  Henderson,  N.  C. 

Roll  Call.  By  Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell,  Secretary. 

Upon  motion  of  Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  duly  seconded  and 
carried,  the  Credentials  Committee  will  dispense  with  their  re¬ 
port  on  Monday  morning  and  report  Tuesday  morning,  August 
27th. 

The  Rules  Committee  reported  as  follows: 

To  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  draft  rules  for  the  Ninth  Annual  Convention 
respectfully  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

1.  A  speaker  shall  rise,  address  the  chair,  give  her  name  and  Unit,  and  obtain 
recognition  before  she  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

2.  No  one  shall  speak  a  second  time  on  the  same  question  if  a  member  who 
has  not  spoken  asks  for  the  floor;  and  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 
except  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

3.  The  maker  of  a  motion  may  open  and  close  debate.  Debate  shall  be 
limited  to  three  minutes  to  each  speaker.  Debate  on  any  question  shall  be 
limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 

4.  No  extension  of  time  shall  be  allowed  to  a  speaker  or  to  debate  on  a 
question  except  by  two-thirds  vote. 

5.  All  main  motions  shall  be  written,  signed  by  the  maker,  and  handed  to 
the  Chair,  before  the  close  of  session  at  which  they  are  offered. 

6.  Any  delegate  desiring  the  privileges  of  the  Convention  must  wear  her 
badge  in  plain  sight. 
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7.  An  Alternate  taking  the  place  of  a  delegate  at  any  meeting  shall  wear  the 
delegate’s  badge. 

8.  No  person  shall  enter  or  leave  the  hall  while  another  is  speaking. 

9.  Pages  of  the  Convention  will  see  that  rule  eight  is  enforced. 

10.  Parliamentary  procedure  as  laid  down  in  Roberts  Rules  of  Order,  Re¬ 
vised,  be  observed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Witherspoon,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Claude  Bowers. 

Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris. 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Cozart. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Jennette. 

Mrs.  Witherspoon:  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet  seconds  the  motion — all  delegates  voting 
“Aye.” 

The  President  rules  the  motion  carried. 

President:  The  pages  will  please  see  that  the  rule  regarding 
persons  entering  the  room  while  another  person  is  speaking,  is 
enforced.  Also  see  that  the  other  rules  are  enforced  as  well.  Be¬ 
fore  we  recess  to  attend  the  joint  session  with  the  Legion,  our 
National  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass  will  give  her 
report: 

The  report  is  given  as  follows: 

Madam  State  President ,  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Convention: 

It  has  been  my  extreme  pleasure  and  privilege  to  have  served  as  your  National 
Committeewoman  for  the  past  year.  Most  of  us  fail  to  grasp  the  National  view¬ 
point  until  we  have  had  direct  and  constant  contact. 

The  Department’s  relation  to  National  is  most  important,  because  each 
Auxiliary  worker  sees  her  own  task  looming  as  most  essential  and  only  an  occa¬ 
sional  person  charged  with  National  duties  gets  a  sense  of  proper  relationship, 
yet  a  common  appreciation  is  necessary  to  the  fulfillment  of  our  potentialities. 

The  function  of  the  National  officers  and  Headquarters  is  to  render  service  in 
coordinating  the  efforts  of  the  State  groups.  National  acts  as  does  the  brain  in 
controlling  the  members  of  the  body.  It  receives  the  messages  sent  from  its 
members  and  in  response  sends  out  the  impulse  through  its  well  organized 
system. 

Nation-wide  strength  and  accomplishment  is  the  result  of  Department 
loyalty,  fitting  into  its  own  place  in  schemes  of  the  National  Program  and 
appreciating  the  unity  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 
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Obligations  are  mutual.  National  can  contribute  much  to  the  Department’s 
success  through  bulletins,  news  suggestions  and  visits,  while  Departments  con¬ 
tribute  their  quota  toward  success  by  forwarding  unified,  consistent  programs 
and  giving  to  National  Funds,  etc. 

I  attended  all  sessions  of  the  National  Convention  and  was  Chairman  of 
Rules  for  the  Convention  held  in  San  Antonio.  In  January  the  National  Execu¬ 
tive  Board  Meeting  was  held  in  Indianapolis  with  Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklen,  Jr.,  our 
National  President,  presiding. 

The  National  Chairmen  of  various  committees  submitted  their  plans  and 
programs  for  the  year.  Of  great  importance  was  the  gift  of  the  National  Organi¬ 
zation  to  the  American  Legion  of  #25,000.  Each  Unit  in  the  Departments,  to 
contribute  their  proportional  part  of  10  cents  per  member;  North  Carolina 
graciously  responding  to  this  call. 

From  the  Board  meeting  I  attended  the  Fourth  National  Defense  Conference. 
Strenuous  support  to  the  passing  of  the  Cruiser  Bill  was  given.  We  visited  our 
Senators  and  Congressmen  urging  them  to  give  their  earnest  and  true  support. 

One  of  the  paramount  duties  of  every  citizen  comes  under  the  head  of  political 
and  military  loyalty. 

All  State  Executive  Board  Meetings  have  been  attended  by  your  National 
Committeewoman.  Our  most  helpful  feelings  (as  to  Rehabilitation)  came  when 
when  our  National  President  commended  North  Carolina  on  their  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  work  and  the  central  fund  established  through  the  Department  President. 

The  Unit  and  District  meetings  that  I  have  attended  are  ever  inspiring  and  I 
appreciate  the  invitations  and  courtesies  extended  to  me. 

In  closing  I  want  to  congratulate  our  President,  Mrs.  Iseley,  on  her  splendid 
achievements.  It  must  insure  her  of  an  ever  present  gratification,  that  she,  day 
by  day,  has  been  in  performance  of  works  and  deeds  of  the  noblest  kind. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Byrd  Vass,  (Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass) 
National  Executive  Committeewoman ,  Department  of  N.  C. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy:  I  move  the  acceptance  of  our  Na¬ 
tional  Executive  Committeewoman’s  report. 

Motion  duly  seconded  and  carried. 

Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow,  First  Vice  President,  is  called  to  the  chair, 
while  Mrs.  George  Iseley,  Department  President,  makes  her 
report. 

PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  1929 

At  the  close  of  the  1928  Convention  in  San  Antonio,  your  Department  Presi¬ 
dent  assumed  the  duties  of  office,  Mrs.  Vass  presenting  her  with  the  President’s 
pin  as  the  emblem  of  her  office.  • 
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My  first  official  act  was  to  telegraph  congratulations  to  the  Oxford  Unit  for 
having  100  per  cent  renewals  of  the  1928  membership  before  the  new  year  began. 
With  this  fine  start  is  it  any  wonder  that  before  December  31  eleven  of  our 
Units  had  secured  100  per  cent  renewals?  In  fact,  thirteen  had  done  so,  but  two 
had  failed  to  note  the  time  mentioned  in  the  bulletin  that  the  memberships 
must  reach  National  Headquarters  and  sent  them  too  late  to  receive  citation.  We 
are  very  proud  of  the  record  of  eleven  National  Citations  coming  to  our  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Our  Department  Commander,  Major  R.  Gregg  Cherry,  was  formally  in" 
ducted  into  office  on  October  21,  with  appropriate  ceremony,  by  Past  Com- 
mander,  General  Albert  L.  Cox  and  it  was  my  unexpected  pleasure  to  be  given 
the  privilege  of  presenting  to  him,  the  emblem  of  his  office,  the  Department 
Commander’s  pin. 

A  trip  to  Oteen  before  returning  home,  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
bed  to  bed  visit  to  each  patient  in  the  hospital  as  well  as  to  discuss  plans  for  the 
year  with  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  as  of  course,  perfect  cooperation  is 
necessary  for  successful  work  even  though  we  both  have  the  same  thought  in 
mind,  the  welfare  of  the  patients  at  Oteen. 

On  November  7  the  Finance  Board  met  and  prepared  the  budget  for  the  year 
which  was  presented  to  the  Executive  Committee  on  the  following  day  and 
unanimously  accepted.  This  budget  covered  two  recommendations  also  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Executive  Committee,  the  establishment  of  a  Central  Fund  for 
the  non-compensated  and  the  employment  of  a  full  time  Service  Worker  at 
Oteen  to  carry  out  the  plans  of  the  Auxiliary.  At  this  time  the  Executive  Board 
ratified  the  appointments  of  your  President  and  empowered  her  to  employ  a 
suitable  person  as  Service  Worker.  There  were  twenty-one  present  at  this  meet¬ 
ing  and  it  was  my  pleasure  to  entertain  them  at  luncheon  at  the  Woman’s  Club. 

Early  in  December  all  Department  Presidents  were  asked  to  assemble  at 
National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis,  at  National  expense,  for  a  two  day 
conference  with  our  National  Officers  and  Chairmen.  The  value  of  attendance 
at  this  conference  cannot  be  estimated.  It  gave  all  Department  Presidents  a 
chance  to  grasp  new  ideas  as  well  as  thoroughly  understand  the  National  Pro¬ 
gram  for  the  year,  which  has  been  worlds  of  help.  On  this  trip,  I  stopped  in 
Asheville  to  assist  our  Rehabilitation  Chairman  in  planning  the  Christmas 
work.  We  had  previously  been  notified  by  our  National  Chairman  that  about 
December  10th  we  would  be  sent  lists  of  the  number  of  patients  at  Oteen  who 
might  be  expected  to  remain  in  the  hospital  during  Christmas  and  were  asked  to 
plan  our  work  accordingly.  With  this  in  view  we  issued  a  bulletin  asking  the 
Units  to  wait  for  definite  assignment  of  patients  before  preparing  Christmas 
boxes  and  I  am  glad  to  report  that  only  three  Units  failed  to  cooperate. 

Illness  prevented  attendance  at  the  National  Defense  Conference  but  your 
President  has  made  every  effort  to  help  in  carrying  out  the  National  Defense 
Program. 
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On  the  first  day  of  March  our  Unit  and  Post  Officers  Conference  as  well  as 
meetings  of  the  Finance  and  Executive  Committees  were  held  in  Greensboro 
where  that  Unit,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  J.  T.  Witherspoon,  provided 
most  wonderful  entertainment  and  hospitality.  In  addition  to  having  most  of 
the  Chairmen  of  Department  Committees  present  to  explain  the  program  of 
their  particular  work,  we  had  the  privilege  of  having  National  Commander 
Paul  V.  McNutt  and  Mrs.  Louis  Julienne,  National  Vice  President,  Southern 
Division,  with  us.  There  wonderful  addresses  were  most  inspirational.  With  our 
most  efficient  First  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow,  as  Chairman,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Executive  Committee  entertained  at  dinner,  honoring  Mrs.  Julienne  at 
which  time  she  was  presented  with  a  set  of  “O.Henry”  as  a  gift  from  the  Board. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  spend  a  week  in  the  company  of  Mrs.  Julienne  and  it 
was  most  delightful  to  be  with  her.  We  visited  Greensboro,  Winston-Salem, 
Asheville,  Oteen  and  Lenoir.  Lovely  social  courtesies  were  extended  us  which  I 
wish  there  was  time  to  describe.  Mrs.  Julienne  expressed  great  satisfaction  in 
our  work,  particularly  at  Oteen,  and  said  that  that  was  the  most  cheerful  hospital 
she  had  visited. 

In  our  Legislative  program  we  actively  supported  the  passage  of  the  Cruiser 
bill  and  in  this  as  well  as  in  all  other  legislative  matters,  received  the  hearty 
cooperation  of  our  Senators  and  Congressmen.  We  are  to  be  congratulated  that 
North  Carolina  representatives  are  so  whole-heartedly  behind  Veteran  Legisla¬ 
tion  and  our  Senators  have  been  invaluable  in  helping  us  secure  help  for  a 
number  of  special  cases. 

Just  before  Poppy  Day  our  department  was  honored  by  a  two  day  visit  from 
our  National  President  who  came  to  Charlotte  where  our  members  gathered 
from  all  over  the  state  to  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  Hornet’s  Nest  Unit  No.  9.  We 
were  delighted  to  renew  our  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Ficklen  and  at  a  beautiful 
luncheon  by  the  Charlotte  Unit  she  gave  us  a  most  inspiring  address.  It  was  the 
pleasure  of  the  entire  Department  to  present  her  with  a  pair  of  silver  compotes 
as  a  token  from  North  Carolina. 

At  an  informal  dinner  given  in  her  honor  by  the  Executive  Committee  Mrs. 
Ficklen  complimented  the  plan  of  our  Central  Fund  and  made  us  very  proud  of 
our  efforts  to  better  the  circumstances  of  the  disabled  veterans  hospitalized 
within  our  State. 

Poppy  Day  is  always  a  “red  letter  day”  on  our  calendar  and  this  year  it  was 
outstanding.  Approximately  133,000  poppies  were  ordered  by  the  Units  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  exceeded  any  of  former  years  which  means  that  our  Rehabi¬ 
litation  and  Child  Welfare  work  can  be  enlarged  mext  year.  The  needs  are 
greater  each  year  and  our  organization  must  grow  accordingly. 

On  June  6th,  the  third  Executive  Committee  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  at 
the  Robert  E.  Lee  Hotel,  the  Finance  Board  having  previously  met.  Mrs.  Vass 
arranged  for  a  lovely  luncheon  immediately  following  the  meeting. 

That  afternoon  a  number  of  our  members  accepted  the  kind  invitation  of 
Mr.  Harry  Vass  to  be  his  guests  at  the  Daniel  Boone  Hotel,  Boone,  N.  C.  for  the 
week  end.  This  was  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the  members  of  the  Board  to 
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really  know  each  other  and  we  are  deeply  grateful  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vass  for  this 
opportunity  as  well  as  for  their  delightful  hospitality. 

The  fourth  Finance  Board  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  last  Saturday  night 
at  the  Sir  Walter  Hotel,  with  a  full  attendance  of  members.  On  Sunday  an 
Executive  Board  Meeting  followed  a  most  delightful  luncheon  given  in  their 
honor  by  the  Raleigh  Unit  at  the  Carolina  Hotel. 

Throughout  the  year  your  President  has  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  many 
Units  and  Posts  as  well  as  individual  members  which  I  would  like  to  mention 
separately  but  time  is  limited  so  please  let  me  thank  you  jointly  for  the  lovely 
courtesies. 

Your  President  has  during  the  year  visited  or  contacted  sixty-one  Units, 
attended  eight  District  meetings  and  has  traveled  more  than  12,000  miles. 
Eight  new  Units  have  been  organized  and  one  revived.  Whenever  possible  I 
have  tried  to  communicate  with  Unit  Presidents  when  passing  through  a  town, 
but  of  course  this  was  not  always  possible.  However,  there  is  not  a  Unit  in  the 
Department  with  which  we  have  not  corresponded  and  received  an  answer. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Finance  and  Executive  Boards  I  have  made  six 
trips  to  Oteen,  spending  from  three  to  five  days  each  time  and  I  would  not  takr 
anything  for  the  contact  that  I  have  had  with  those  fine  men  entrusted  to  oue 
care.  I  have  watched  our  program  expand  under  the  guidance  of  Mrs.  Claverie 
and  it  is  ever  a  revelation  to  me  how  one  woman  has  accomplished  so  much  in 
so  short  a  time.  She  has  endeared  our  organization,  as  well  as  herself  to  the 
hearts  of  the  patients  at  Oteen  by  her  faithful,  willing  and  unselfish  service  and 
I  have  received  many  letters  of  thanks  to  the  Auxiliary  from  the  men  for  her 
much  appreciated  services.  The  Children’s  Clinic  is  still  in  the  capable  hands  of 
Miss  Reinhardt  and  it  is  always  a  joy  to  visit  her  and  see  the  wonderful  good 
that  is  being  accomplished,  not  only  for  the  children,  but  for  the  patients  in  the 
hospital,  for  what  better  medicine  can  we  offer  them  than  peace  of  mind  about 
the  welfare  of  their  children. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  represent  you  at  the  D.  A.  R.  Convention  in  Winston- 
Salem  and  regret  that  it  was  not  possible  to  attend  the  Convention  of  the  War 
Mothers  and  of  the  D.  A.  V.’s  in  Asheville  but  telegrams  of  greeting  were  sent 
from  our  organization. 

Our  Department  Chairmen  have  done  such  excellent  work  that  I  want  each 
one  to  tell  in  their  own  way,  the  accomplishments  in  their  particular  activity 
but  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  that  we  are  now  enjoying  the  largest  member¬ 
ship  in  our  history,  having  increased  our  1928  membership  by  385.  However 
we  have  not  reached  our  quota  of  4,908  and  earnestly  ask  that  each  unit  send 
in  two  more  members  so  that  North  Carolina  may  go  “over  the  top.” 

Our  Committeewomen  have  responded  to  every  call  and  I  want  to  thank 
each  one  of  you  for  your  cooperation.  Without  it,  our  work  would  not  have 
been  a  success  and  I  am  very  grateful. 

Mrs.  Benbow,  Mrs.  Miller,  Mrs.  Fletcher  and  Mrs.  Springs  have  been  ever 
ready  helpers  and  have  been  invaluable  to  me. 
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Through  the  bright  hours  and  through  the  dark  hours,  Mrs.  Powell  has 
worked  right  with  me  and  her  enthusiasm  and  cheerfulness  as  well  as  constant 
willingness  has  been  one  of  my  greatest  assets  and  I  cannot  thank  her  enough. 

To  the  Units  who  have  cooperated  so  beautifully  with  the  program  as  out¬ 
lined  by  the  Department  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  your  part  has  made  it 
possible  for  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  to  follow  an  enlarged  program 
and  grow  in  usefulness  to  our  beloved  state  as  well  as  to  the  American  Legion 
and  their  buddies.  Cooperation  with  the  Department  outline  shows  that  you 
have  grown  large  enough  in  spirit  to  see  beyond  the  border  of  your  own  one 
Unit  and  are  working  for  the  advancement  of  seventy-three  instead.  We  have 
found  that  in  nearly  every  instance  of  lack  of  cooperation  it  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  bulletins,  our  only  means  of  communicating  with  the  Units,  have  been 
ignored  or  because  the  Unit  is  not  willing  to  make  a  small  sacrifice  for  the  benefit 
of  numerous  others  involved.  It  is  necessary  for  the  Department  to  strike  a 
medium  for  73  Units  while  Unit  officers  have  only  one  to  consider.  Remember 
to  give  this  thought  consideration  before  refusing  cooperation.  Also  it  will  be  a 
great  help  to  your  department  officers  and  chairmen  if  you  will  comply  with 
their  requests  by  the  date  specified.  Ample  time  is  always  given  and  yet  every 
time,  many  units  hold  up  the  work  for  weeks.  If  it  is  such  an  effort  for  you  to 
make  one  report,  think  what  it  must  mean  to  the  Department  Secretary  tore- 
port  for  all  the  Units. 

Mrs.  Vass,  our  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  has  cooperated  in 
every  sense  of  the  word  and  has  lent  a  helping  hand  at  all  times.  All  of  our  Past 
Presidents  have  been  willing  helpers  and  their  valuable  advice  has  often  been 
solicited.  I  am  grateful  to  each  one.  Commander  Cherry  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchison 
have  helped  us  build  up  our  Central  Fund  and  we  are  proud  to  report  that  5 
Posts  make  regular  monthly  contributions. 

We  are  a  service  organization,  not  social,  but  I  do  want  to  express  my  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  friendships  I  have  made  while  serving  you  as  President.  It  has 
been  a  wonderful  honor  to  hold  that  office  and  the  contacts  have  been  worth 
more  to  me  than  I  can  express  and  I  hope  that  for  all  of  us  they  are  just  a 
beginning,  for,  cemented  by  bonds  of  friendship  and  fellowship,  our  work  will 
rapidly  grow.  Not  only  will  the  disabled  service  man  and  his  family  benefit  by 
the  growth  but  we  ourselves  for 

“Keep  a  smilin’  an  a  lovin’  an’  a  doin’  all  yo  can, 

For  yo  loses  your  own  troubles  when  yo  helps  your  fellow-man.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Florence  B.  Iseley, 
Department  President. 

Mrs.  Iseley:  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

Mrs.  Norfleet:  I  move  that  we  not  only  accept  the  report 
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of  our  President,  but  that  we  give  her  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  for 
this  wonderful  report. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Vass.  All  rise. 

Recess. 


AMERICAN  LEGION 

ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION, 
DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  August  25-26-27,  1929 

At  nine  o’clock  a.m.,  the  Convention  was  called  to  order  by 
Department  Commander  R.  Gregg  Cherry  (hereinafter  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  “Chairman”),  this  being  Joint  Session  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

The  Colors  were  advanced,  all  standing,  the  Department 
Band,  of  Winston-Salem  playing  “the  Star  Spangled  Banner.” 
All  salute  the  Flag  of  our  Country. 

Invocation,  Department  Chaplain  Herbert  Spaugh: 
Lord,  our  Father,  we  thank  Thee  that  we  can  come  before 
Thee  at  the  beginning  of  this  Convention  of  Comrades,  as  we 
have  ties  that  bind  us  all  together.  We  thank  Thee  that  Thou 
hast  seen  lit  to  bless  us  in  the  opening  hours  of  this  great  Con¬ 
vention.  Oh  Lord,  we  thank  you  for  those  things  which  bind  us 
together  and  that  Thou  wilt  bless  this  our  eleventh  annual 
American  Legion  Convention.  We  pray  that  Thou  might  bless 
it,  in  its  work  for  peace  and  make  us  strong  in  the  warfare 
which  is  required  during  peacetime,  Oh  Lord,  and  may  we  be 
faithful.  We  ask  Thy  presence  in  this  great  Convention  ane 
always.  And,  Oh  Lord,  may  we  conduct  ourselves  in  such  a  way 
as  we  may  bring  great  credit  to  Thee  and  to  the  great  Organiza¬ 
tion  to  which  we  belong  and  which  means  our  life  here.  Thesd 
things,  our  Father,  we  ask  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Thou 
Son,  Amen. 

Chairman:  As  Department  Commander  of  the  American 
Legion  for  North  Carolina,  I  now  declare  the  Eleventh  Annual 
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Department  Convention  duly  called,  assembled  and  legally 
opened  fot  business.  Be  seated,  Gentlemen. 

The  Official  Department  Band,  Clyde  Bolling  Post  No.  55, 
Winston-Salem,  played  the  “Washington  Post  March.” 

The  Charlotte  Drum  Corps  came  into  Convention  Hall,  in 
metal  helmets,  red  coats,  white  trousers,  black  leggings,  with 
blue  stripe  on  side  of  trousers,  with  fifteen  buglers,  twelve 
kettle-drums,  two  bass-drums,  drum  major,  two  cymbal  men, 
and  gave  a  wonderful  demonstration  of  rhythm  and  teamwork. 

The  Official  American  Legion  Band  played  the  “Connecticut 
March.” 

Chairman:  Comrades,  at  this  our  Eleventh  Annual  Conven¬ 
tion,  in  the  Capital  City  of  our  State,  I  am  sure  that  every 
delegate  and  visitor  will  hear  with  pleasure  the  welcome  of  the 
Mayor  of  our  Capital  City,  Honorable  E.  E.  Culbreth,  Mayor 
of  Raleigh. 

Mayor  E.  E.  Culbreth:  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  it  is  with 
great  pleasure  to  welcome  within  our  borders,  such  distinguished 
guests.  This  is  a  historical  city,  but  it  will  be  a  more  so  one, 
after  this  meeting  because  of  so  many  distinguished  guests  here 
today.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  stand  here  and  take  your  time, 
when  there  are  so  many  distinguished  guests  to  speak  to  you, 
and  relate  to  you  our  affectionate  feelings  on  this  occasion.  It  is 
always  a  great  pleasure  to  have  within  our  borders  people  who 
believe  so  much  in  peace  and  liberty.  There  may  be  commis¬ 
sions  seated  at  the  table  of  arbitration,  but  those  commissioners 
will  have  little  effect  if  it  was  not  for  the  backing  up  of  such  an 
Organization,  which  you  represent  today.  We  are  indeed  happy 
to  extend  to  you  our  warm  affection,  and  wish  for  you  all  sorts 
of  happiness  while  you  are  meeting  here,  during  the  renewal  of 
friendships  with  your  Buddies  and  Comrades  who  went  across 
to  stem  the  tide  of  the  enemy.  It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
that  we  want  you  to  visit  the  places  of  history,  historical  places. 
There  is, one  I  wish  to  relate  to  you,  of  all  the  other  places,  I 
wish  you  to  visit.  In  1825  there  entered  this  City  a  man  driven 
by  four  beautiful  iron-grey  horses.  He  spent  a  couple  of  days  in 
this  City,  and  while  here,  he  visited  the  capitol,  and  there  ob- 
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served  the  statue  of  his  beloved  General  Washington.  You  will 
find  hanging  in  the  HoUse  of  Representatives,  a  portrait  of 
General  LaFayette,  observing  the  statue  of  Washington.  I  hope 
you  that  went  across  and  heard  Pershing  say  “LaFayette,  we 
have  come,”  that  you  will  visit  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  and  there  observe  that  beloved  General  whom  you 
remember  and  know  so  much  about.  There  are  a  great  many 
other  places  of  historic  interest.  There  is  a  tablet  on  Fayetteville 
Street,  showing  the  place  where  Andrew  Johnson,  a  former 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  born.  When  he  left  here,  he 
could  not  read  and  write,  and  he  was  only  18  years  of  age;  but, 
when  he  returned,  he  was  President  of  the  United  States  in  1867. 
There  are  many  other  places  you  will  want  to  visit  and  see  there 
a  great  many  souvenirs  of  the  various  wars  we  have  had,  in 
which  North  Carolina  has  had  a  great  interest  and  part.  But  I 
shall  not  take  up  your  time.  You  know  how  glad  we  are  to  wel¬ 
come  you,  how  happy  we  are  to  have  you  with  us,  and  it  is  my 
pleasure,  and  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  City  of  Raleigh,  I 
extend  to  you  a  most  cordial  welcome,  and  I  present  to  you  the 
keys  of  the  City. 

Chairman:  We  appreciate  the  kind  words  of  the  Mayor. 
There  is  another  organization  which  has  been  continually 
working  along  with  the  citizenship  of  Raleigh  to  make  us  wel¬ 
come  here,  and  I  recognize  Mrs.  James  W.  Bailey,  President  of 
the  Raleigh  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  James  W.  Bailey,  President  of  Raleigh  Unit  of  the 
Auxiliary:  Mr.  Commander,  distinguished  guests,  members  of 
the  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  the  Raleigh  Post  of  the 
American  Legion  was  the  first  organized  in  North  Carolina. 
And  it  is  our  pleasure  to  unite  with  this  pioneer  Post,  with 
which  we  have  joined  hands,  in  extending  to  you  a  most 
cordial  welcome,  in  this  family  gathering  at  the  North  Carolina 
Legion  homestead.  And  as  one  large  family,  we  want  you  to  feel 
perfectly  at  home  and  welcome. 

Chairman:  That  was  short,  but  it  was  sweet:  There  is  a  man 
here  of  the  local  Post,  who  has  worked  in  season  and  out  of 
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season,  to  make  this  Convention  a  success.  I  now  recognize 
Heber  O.  Clark,  Commander  of  Raleigh  Post  Number  1. 

Heber  O.  Clark,  Commander  of  Raleigh  Post  Number  1: 
Mr.  Commander,  distinguished  guests,  Madam  President, 
Comrades  of  the  American  Legion  and  Members  of  the  Auxil¬ 
iary,  the  year  1929  is  the  tenth  anniversary  of  Raleigh  Post 
Number  1,  and  you,  in  giving  us  the  pleasure  and  honor  of 
entertaining  the  Department  Convention  at  this  time,  make 
it  a  glorious  birthday  for  us.  We  are  very  proud  of  the  fact  that 
we  are  Post  Number  1,  the  first  organized  in  the  State.  While 
we  are  not  the  largest  Post  in  the  State,  we  boast  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  always  had  a  continued  healthy  growth.  Our  entire 
membership  is  throughly  sold  on  the  American  Legion.  The 
citizens  of  Raleigh,  the  merchants,  lend  a  sympathetic  ear,  they 
cooperate  with  us  in  all  our  problems.  We  are  very  proud,  in¬ 
deed,  and  we  have  a  right  to  be,  because  Raleigh  Post  has 
furnished  the  President  of  the  State  Auxiliary,  from  the  Raleigh 
Unit.  The  Raleigh  Post  has  furnished  a  Department  Com¬ 
mander.  And  Raleigh  Post  is  going  to  furnish  the  next  National 
Commander.  Now,  Comrades,  it’s  indeed  a  pleasure  to  have 
you  with  us.  The  gates  of  Raleigh  Post  Number  1  and  the  City 
of  Raleigh  usually  stand  ajar,  but  today  they  are  completely 
removed  from  the  hinges.  The  doors  to  our  hearts  are  wide  open 
to  you.  If  we  have  overlooked  anything,  we  want  you  to  call  our 
attention  to  it.  We  are  here  to  serve  you,  to  make  your  stay 
enjoyable.  We  want  you  to  relax  and  enjoy  yourselves.  Com¬ 
rades,  on  behalf  of  Raleigh  Post  Number  1,  I  bid  you  welcome. 

The  Official  Department  Band  played  “The  Lost  Chord.” 

Chairman:  On  behalf  of  the  delegates  and  visitors,  there  is  a 
young  lady,  who  is  Vice  President  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  who  will  make  a  response  on  their  behalf.  I  present 
to  you  Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow. 

Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow,  Vice  President  American  Legion  Auxil¬ 
iary:  Mr.  Commander,  Madam  President,  Honored  guests,  and 
members  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  we  have  turned  our  faces 
towards  Raleigh,  with  joyous  hearts,  because  we  knew  just  how 
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warm  would  be  our  welcome.  Not  anything  that  could  possibly 
add  to  our  happiness  or  our  comfort  has  been  left  undone.  And 
we  love  Raleigh,  not  only  as  the  capital  of  our  State,  but  for  her 
loyal  Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary  members,  who  have  caught 
the  vision,  and  are  marching  steadily  on.  We  feel  that  it’s  a  real 
privilege  to  be  meeting  here  with  you,  and  we  indeed,  deeply 
appreciate  your  hospitality.  It’s  a  wonderful  Convention  you  are 
giving  us,  and  the  gathering  here  with  you  these  few  days  will 
linger  with  us  always. 

Chairman:  Up  near  the  Virginia  line  there  is  a  little  Post  in 
Leaksville,  N.  C.,  that  has  about  the  biggest  man  from  the 
smallest  town,  and  I  now  present  to  you  Bennett  Nooe,  James 
Hudnall  Post,  Number  119,  of  Leaksville,  N.  C.,  who  will  make 
the  response  on  behalf  of  the  American  Legion. 

Bennett  Nooe,  James  Hudnall  Post,  No.  119,  Leaksville 
N.  C. :  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Mayor,  and  the  Citizens  of 
Raleigh,  I  feel  kind  of  scared  and  nervous  and  a  little  bit  shaky 
up  here,  after  so  much  potential  oratory.  I  do  not  know  why  he 
should  select  me  to  respond  to  your  happy  welcome,  unless  they 
know  of  the  joy  in  my  heart  and  soul  at  being  the  guest  of  our 
Capital  City.  Once  upon  a  time,  a  long  time  ago,  over  in  France 
there  arose  a  little  occasion  some  time  after  the  Armistice,  when 
to  be  an  American  Soldier  was  not  as  great  a  privilege  as  at 
some  other  time  possibly.  And  there  occurred  a  little  occasion 
that  aroused  the  Colonel’s  fear  that  there  might  arise  inter¬ 
national  complications:  The  fact  that  a  Chinese  coolie  who  was 
a  subject  of  France,  had  been  struck  by  a  negro  soldier  of 
America.  So  the  colonel  thought  perhaps  he  had  better  make  a 
little  investigation  for  fear  that  something  might  happen  from 
it.  So,  in  due  course,  he  called  them  into  his  office  to  be  investi¬ 
gated.  If  you  can  imagine  me,  sitting  in  all  my  pompousness, 
with  my  Sam-Brown  belt  etc.,  right  here;  on  my  left  was  this 
Chinaman  who  was  struck  by  the  negro  soldier;  next  to  him  an 
old  French  missionary  with  a  long  beard,  who  was  going  to 
interpret  the  Chinese  into  French;  and  a  little  Scotchman  who 
was  going  to  interpret  the  French  into  English;  and  here  was 
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the  negro  soldier,  with  hands  hanging  down  below  his  knees 
and  scared  to  death,  and  behind  him  a  great  big  red-faced 
Irishman,  an  M.  P.  Sergeant.  I  said  “Commence.”  The  China¬ 
man  said  *  *  *;  the  Frenchman  said  *  *  *;  the  Scotchman  said 
“Sir,  he  says  that  he  was  walking  along,  about  his  business, 
when  this  negro  punched  him  in  the  jaw  and  taken  thirty 
francs.”  The  negro  commenced  losing  his  confidence.  He  looked 
at  me,  and  he  must  have  seen  a  gleam  of  amusement  on  my 
face,  because  he  says,  “White  Folks,  he  just  ain’t  our  kind  of 
people,  let’s  quit  this  here  foolishness.”  I  bring  to  you,  your 
kind  of  people,  to  enjoy  your  great  hospitality  of  my  kind  of 
people,  and  I  present  to  you  the  American  Legion  and  Auxi¬ 
liary  of  North  Carolina. 

Chairman:  Among  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in 
keeping  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  an  active  living  growing 
organization  in  North  Carolina,  I  know  of  none  who  have  had 
the  more  zealous  and  undivided  interest  in  this  work,  than  the 
lady  I  am  going  to  present  to  you.  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  National 
Committeewoman,  N.  C.  Department,  American  Legion  Auxil¬ 
iary. 

Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  National  Committeewoman:  I  thank 
you: 

Chairman:  Legionaires  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary 
throughout  North  Carolina  during  the  past  and  the  current 
year,  I  know  you  havq  sieen  and  heard  and  know  of  the  splendid 
woman  who  heads  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  I  present  to 
you,  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  President,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

Chai/rman:  Now  folks,  I  know  your  joy  in  greeting  Mrs. 
Iseley  and  I  know  it  was  spontaneous,  because  I  sincerely  say 
that  as  a  worker  in  the  American  Legion  this  year,  I  don’t  know 
what  in  the  world  it  would  have  done  without  her  helpful  and 
enthusiastic  cooperation.  She  certainly  has  had  her  heart  and 
soul  in  her  work,  in  behalf  of  the  disabled  comrades.  Every  man 
from  Oteen  knows  the  name  of  Florence  Iseley. 

Chairman:  Back  a  few  years  ago,  those  of  us  who  attended 
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the  San  Antonio  Convention  renewed  our  acquaintance  with  a 
man  whom  we  at  one  time  almost  called  a  distinguished  son  of 
North  Carolina — I  present  to  you,  General  A.  J.  Bowley. 

General  A.  J.  Bowley,  formerly  Commanding  Officer  at 
Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina:  Fellow  Tar  Heels,  it  is  good  to  get 
home.  It  is.  Inasmuch  as  I  am  now  stationed  close  by  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  I  hope  to  have  the  opportunity  to  be  with  you  often. 

Chairman:  Legionaires,  Members  of  the  Auxiliary,  and 
Guests,  there  is  another  distinguished  Son,  and  Army  man,  that 
has  come  to  our  midst,  whom  a  great  many  of  us  do  not  know, 
but  I  am  sure  when  we  do  learn  to  know  him  better  we  will  like 
him  even  better  than  we  do  now.  I  present  General  Holbrook, 
United  States  Army. 

Brigadier  General  Lucius  R.  Holbrook,  Commanding 
Officer,  Fort  Bragg,  N.C. :  Mr.  Commander,  Fellow  Legionnaires 
and  Others,  I  was  told  that  I  was  to  be  presented  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  identification.  And  for  that  reason,  I  will  state,  that 
I  am  here  now  in  North  Carolina,  in  command  at  Fort  Bragg, 
and  have  already  felt  myself  quite  a  member  of  the  State.  The 
people  in  Fayetteville  have  been  so  very  hospitable,  that  I  feel 
that  I  am  already  one  of  you.  As  to  the  Fellow  Legionaires,  I  do 
want  to  be  very  truthfully  identified  with  you,  and  to  be  with 
you  in  your  meetings  wherever  I  may  be  called.  Indeed  this  will 
be  a  great  pleasure.  And  I  would  like  to  contribute  so  far  as  I 
can  from  my  experience  from  the  past  to  be  able  to  rem¬ 
inisce  a  little  bit,  because  we  certainly  have  a  great  deal  in 
common.  But,  more  than  that,  we  have  a  great  deal  to  do  to 
prepare  for  in  the  future.  There  are  so  many  people  who  think 
that  we  have  no  use  of  an  Army,  unless  there  is  war.  While  we 
are  not  actually  at  war  now,  what  we  are  doing  at  the  present 
time,  will  largely  determine  how  successful  we  will  be  in  the 
next  war.  And  our  people  who  are  Legionaires  have  a  great  deal 
to  do  to  make  people  understand,  that  there  is  much  work  going 
on  in  competition,  in  our  chemical  war  factories  and  in  our 
proving  grounds,  in  our  laboratories,  which  will  determine 
whether  or  not  we  are  to  be  successful  in  the  next  war,  or  not. 
The  war  is  being  fought  now. 
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At  this  point,  Hon.  Josephus  Daniels,  Former  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  General  Charles  P.  Summerall,  Chief  of  Staff, 
United  States  Army,  came  to  the  platform,  amidst  much 
applause,  all  rising. 

Chairman:  My  comrades,  there  is  a  son  of  North  Carolina, 
and  of  Raleigh,  a  Legionaire,  and  the  Friend  of  Legionaires, 
who  will  present  our  distinguished  guest.  I  recognize  the  Hon. 
Josephus  Daniels,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  during  the  Administra¬ 
tion  of  our  World  War  President,  Woodrow  Wilson. 

Hon.  Josephus  Daniels,  Former  Secretary  of  the  Navy :  Mr. 
Commander,  Shipmates  and  Comrades,  in  the  year  1887,  the 
choice  came  to  a  young  man  in  Florida,  as  to  whether  he  would 
choose  as  his  life  work  the  occupation  of  school  teacher  or  be¬ 
come  an  officer  in  the  American  Army.  And  that  young  Flor¬ 
idian  made  a  wise  choice;  he  chose  both.  And  in  the  same 
week,  stood  an  examination  for  a  teacher’s  certificate  and  a 
competitive  examination  for  appointment  to  West  Point;  and 
thereby  became  not  only  an  officer  of  the  American  Army,  but 
the  most  distinguished  tea'cher  of  military  tactics  in  his  genera¬ 
tion.  This  young  man,  comes  to  us  today,  crowned  with  the 
honors  of  his  own  Country,  and  of  Allied  Nations,  doing  North 
Carolina  and  the  North  Carolina  Legion  the  great  honor  of 
speaking  at  the  opening  of  this  Annual  Convention.  It  is  just 
twelve  years  since  you  responded  to  the  call  to  the  Colors,  and 
went  overseas,  to  give  the  decisive  strength,  which  brought 
victory  to  the  Allied  Armies.  Among  the  distinguished  officers 
who  won  lasting  fame,  on  that  immortal  battlefield,  that  far- 
flung  line  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Mediterranean,  was  General 
Charles  P.  Summerall,  of  the  State  of  Florida,  Commander  of 
the  First  Division,  which  sustained  the  severest  losses  of  any 
American  troops.  Decorated  by  all  the  Allied  nations,  honored 
by  his  Country,  and  now  called  to  the  highest  post  in  the 
American  Army,  it  is  a  very  great  honor  and  pleasure  to  the 
people  of  North  Carolina,  to  welcome  him.  We  would  welcome 
him  with  open  arms,  no  matter  where  he  had  been  born,  or  what 
section  was  honored  by  his  nativity.  While  we  live  in  a  day  when 
division  to  Americanism  has  no  sectional  lines,  but  I  am  certain 
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he  will  understand,  that  there  is  a  peculiar  welcome,  a  welcome 
with  a  flavor  all  its  own,  not  only  because  of  his  distinction  as 
an  American  leader,  but  because  in  all  the  years,  he  has  been 
proud  that  he  is  southern  born.  So  we  welcome  our  country¬ 
man,  and  we  rejoice  that  in  this  hour,  as  in  the  hours  of  great 
crises  of  war,  southern  men,  alike  with  other  men  of  other 
sections,  stood  in  the  foreranks.  Gentlemen  of  the  Legion, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  it  is  my  proud  privilege  to  present  to 
you,  General  Charles  P.  Summerall,  of  Florida,  and  the  world, 
as  your  speaker. 

General  Charles  P.  Summerall,  Chief  of  Staff,  United 
States  Army:  Mr.  Commander,  Secretary,  Comrades  of  the 
Legion,  and  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary,  you  will  readily  under¬ 
stand,  that  my  heart  is  deeply  touched,  by  this  beautiful  tribute 
rendered  by  the  distinguished  speaker,  who  has  presented  me  on 
this  occasion.  I  could  not  permit  such  a  fine  tribute  as  merited 
by  him,  alone.  Indeed,  I  can  only  say,  that  whatever  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  and  regard,  the  people  of  my  Country  feel,  it  is  due  to  the 
fine  men,  whom  it  was  my  honor  to  serve  with  in  the  great  crisis 
of  our  Country’s  history,  the  privilege  of  being  a  comrade  with 
such  men  as  those  into  whose  faces  I  look  here  this  morning, 
and  those  who  linger  in  memory,  on  the  battlefields,  in  every 
possible  situation  that  could  arise,  is  a  distinction  that  no  man 
might  ever  merit.  So  it  is  with  humility,  rather  than  pride,  that 
I  liste'n  to  these  words  from  the  Secretary,  and  that  I  feel  there 
is  realized,  what  so  often  came  to  you  and  me,  I  am  sure,  in  the 
dark  days,  that  while  it  is  human  to  want  appreciation,  it  is 
only  a  result  of  that  greater  emotion  which  is  the  divine  spirit 
of  serving. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  my  own  association  with  the 
Southland,  and  indeed  it  is  fitting  that  I  should  be  here  this 
morning,  in  this  grand  old  State,  to  share  not  only  with  my 
comrades  of  the  Legion,  and  those  cherished  memories  of  the 
Auxiliary  on  this  occasion,  but  to  be  associated  in  a  family 
bond,  that  has  long  existed  between  me  and  your  own  land.  As 
far  as  my  own  knowledge  goes,  it  seems  that  the  first  forebears 
of  my  family  were  wise  enough  to  settle  themselves  in  the 
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earliest  period  of  our  history  in  this  State  of  North  Carolina, 
and  apparently  most  of  them  went  away.  I  do  not  know  the  cir¬ 
cumstances — and  probably  1  should  not  enquire  too  closely. 
I  hope  however,  their  going  was  in  the  same  spirit  of  adventure 
that  induced  them  to  come  from  that  clannish  land  of  the 
Scots.  In  those  days  the  migration,  as  we  know,  took  the 
searchers  for  adventure  and  for  betterment  of  their  conditions, 
across  the  mountains  and  the  rivers,  and  eventually  across  the 
plains,  to  seek  what  more  the  new  world  had  for  them.  And  so 
it  happens  that  my  own  branch  went  as  far  as  the  ocean  would 
let  it  go,  with  the  Gulf  on  one  side  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on 
the  other,  and  when  I  came  into  this  world  they  had  ended 
their  migration  in  Florida,  stopped  no  doubt  only  by  the  sea. 
So  you  see,  there  is  an  instinct  of  wanderlust  in  the  most  of  us, 
and  I  am  sure  you  share  it  with  my  own  particular  branch  of  the 
North  Carolina  ancestry.  But  I  did  a  little  better  than  that  in 
searching  around  the  world,  and  I  did  cover  a  good  bit  of  it,  for 
to  make  my  life  worthwhile,  I  found  the  lady  whose  forebears 
had  not  only  come  to  North  Carolina  but  had  stayed  here — 
and  I  believe  they  are  here  today  and  I  hope  to  see  some  of 
them  before  I  leave  the  City.  And  so  you  see  I  am  not  coming 
among  strangers,  but  by  tradition  and  inheritance,  I  have  a 
bond  of  sympathy  and  understanding,  which  gives  me  a  great 
affection  for  the  people  in  the  country,  so  dear  to  your  own 
hearts. 

There  are  so  many  thoughts  that  well  up  into  one’s  mind  on 
an  occasion  like  this,  that  it  would  be  presumptuous  to  take  your 
time  to  express  the  half  of  them.  And  yet  these  to  me,  these 
reunions  are  occasions  of  remembrances,  for  after  all  it  is  tradi¬ 
tion  that  exercises  the  greatest  influence  upon  our  lives,  those 
inherited  ideals  and  standards  that  have  come  down  to  us  from 
family  and  community  and  State  and  Nation;  and  if  we  should 
forget  them,  we  should  deprive  ourselves  of  the  greatest  spring 
of  strength  to  our  hearts,  and  inspiration  to  our  vision  and  our 
faith.  You,  of  the  Southland,  have  a  special  reason  for  remem¬ 
brance  on  this  occasion.  It  is  too  vivid  in  our  own  minds,  not  to 
recall,  those  years,  not  so  long  ago,  when  our  Country  enjoyed 
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its  tradition  of  peace  and  prosperity,  asking  merely  to  be  let 
alone. 

There  is  certainly  a  destiny  that  shapes  our  ends,  whatever 
faith  we  may  have,  for  man  is  not  an  accident,  nor  is  his  destiny 
a  matter  of  chance.  And  in  some  great  dispensation,  there  wag 
called  to  the  head  of  our  Government,  on  the  approaching 
clouds  of  trial,  a  great  citizen  of  the  Southland,  a  man  versed  in 
history,  in  governments,  a  scholarly  man,  a  thinker,  a  man  who 
had  already  by  his  achievements  established  a  prestige  that 
placed  him  in  the  forefront  of  the  citizens  of  the  world.  We 
know  how  ardently  he  loved  peace,  how  earnestly  he  wished  for 
our  land  to  continue  its  almost  self-contained  policies,  of  letting 
alone  and  trying  to  search  for  the  life,  liberty  and  happiness 
vouchsafed  to  each  inhabitant  by  my  beloved  constitution, 
and  then,  beyond  his  power  of  resistance,  we  saW  gr&ldually 
forced  upon  him,  the  decision  of  peace  or  war. 

No  one  can  forget  that  dramatic  occasion  when,  at  night,  the 
Congress  was  assembled  in  joint  session,  and  he  revealed  to  them 
the  challenge  to  our  chivalry.  He  placed  before  them  the  only 
alternative.  And  he  said,  in  those  almost  magic  words,,  that  the 
time  had  come  for  our  land  to  take  its  place  on  the  side  of  those 
who  were  fighting  for  humanity.  And  then,  with  a  wail  from  his 
peace-loving  heart,  he  added  as  an  afterthought  “God  helping 
her,  she  can  do  no  othefr.”  It  was  a  prayer  and  a  consecration. 
Fully  realizing  that  he  was  committing,  to  the  vortex  of  battle, 
the  lives,  the  bodies,  of  our  manhood,  and  the  fortunes  and 
the  honor  of  our  Country.  It  was  a  revival  of  that  spirit,  which 
declared,  that  in  order  to  make  real  the  immortal  words  of 
the  declaration,  the  signers  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes 
and  their  sacred  honor.  Wise  as  he  was,  he  called  his  assistants, 
the  ablest  brains  of  our  Country,  when  the  authority  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  him,  a;nd  in  your  own  land,  he  found  a  leader  of  the 
first  line  of  battle,  the  Navy — so  Josephus  Daniels,  from  his 
patriotic  devotion  as  a  citizen  through  a  career  of  a  generation, 

'j 

was  charged  with  the  grave  responsibility  of  preparing  our 
Navy,  to  take  its  place,  if  war  should  come,  as  the  first  point  of 
contact.  How  well  he  did  it  is  written  in  the  most  brilliant 
chapter  of  all  Army  or  Navy  annals. 
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In  the  political  world,  in  the  responsibilities  of  state,  there¬ 
fore,  the  Southland,  and  your  own  State  in  particular,  may  take 
a  just  pride  in  the  knowledge  that  it  furnished  sons  worthy  of 
any  period  of  our  history,  and  that  they  contributed  in  a  way 
that  few  men  could  have  done,  carrying  our  ship  of  state  through 
the  storms  of  war  and  battle,  and  bringing  it  into  the  harbor  of 
peace  and  sunlight,  and  prosperity,  and  tranquillity.  When  you 
and  I  took  our  places,  where  men  must  face  the  enemy,  it  was 
our  privilege  to  share  in  the  hardships  of  campaign  and  battle, 
led  by  such  men  of  ability,  with  full  confidence  that  the  mission 
they  gave  to  us  was  righteous,  that  our  cause  was  just,  and  that 
with  the  help  of  divine  Providence,  victory  would,  again,  as  in 
all  previous  periods  of  our  history,  be  upon  the  flag  of  our  Coun¬ 
try.  These  are  the  remembrances  that  we  should  cherish,  be¬ 
cause  they  were  so  richly  realized. 

The  work  of  the  Legion  did  not  stop  there.  These  four  millions 
of  men  who  wore  the  Country’s  uniform,  were  spiritually 
speaking,  born  again.  They  were  the  youth,  the  flower  of  our 
country.  Life  still  lay  before  them.  Tens  of  thousands  of  them 
were  left  on  the  battlefield,  and  their  bodies  rest  in  France,  or 
in  the  most  remote  parts  of  our  country,  where  they  did  not  fail 
to  carry  the  story  of  sacrifice  and  of  service,  as  an  example  for 
future  generations.  Hundreds  of  thousands  came  home,  broken 
in  body  and  health,  from  wound  and  disease,  and  have  become 
the  peculiar  charge  of  our  people.  How  well  they  are  acquitting 
themselves  of  that  responsibility,  is  shown  by  the  veterans 
hospitals,  by  the  billions  of  money  that  has  been  spent  to  give 
them  relief  and  comfort,  the  best  of  medical  attendance,  for  re¬ 
habilitation.  For  many  the  future  of  life  is  blotted  out.  There 
can  be  no  hope,  for  the  enjoyment  of  those  things  that  come 
from  the  possession  of  human  faculties.  And  yet,  if  you  will  go 
to  the  hospitals,  as  I  have  done,  you  will  find  that  sublime 
courage  that  they  displayed  on  the  battlefield,  to  face  the  future, 
with  fortitude,  with  resignation,  and  with  the  spirit  of  sacrifice, 
that  they  have  given  all  that  they  had  to  offer.  But,  there  are 
others,  those  millions  who  came  back,  sound  in  body  and  limb, 
with  the  mind  and  spirit  transformed  into  the  noblest  purposes 
and  visions  of  life. 
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You,  my  Comrades,  and  millions  like  you,  have  given  to  our 
Country  a  new  ideal.  You  have  changed  the  purpose  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  to  the  purpose  of  the  country.  You  have  taught  men 
that  there  are  nobler  things  than  individual  prosperity  and 
gain,  that  next  to  religion  is  patriotism,  that  they  go  hand  in 
hand,  and  that  love  of  country  is  akin  to  the  love  of  God,  that 
the  servce  of  country  is  only  carrying  out  the  divine  injunc¬ 
tion  of  the  Master.  You  have  made  us  a  better  people,  a  nobler 
race  and  future  generations  will  profit  by  what  you  have  done. 

Trace  our  country  as  you  may,  in  its  history  from  its  earliest 
beginnings  of  the  dawn,  to  its  place  as  a  great — I  hesitate  to 
say — the  greatest  world  power,  and  you  will  see  that  in  each 
period  there  have  been  forces  at  work  to  make  our  people  equal 
to  their  responsibilities.  Only  the  pessimist  can  say  that  nothing 
but  evil  came  out  of  the  war.  Certainly  there  was  evil.  Certainly 
the  destruction  of  life,  and  the  horrors  of  battle,  are  terrible, 
terrible,  things;  but,  they  are  as  far  from  the  soldier  as  the  day¬ 
light  is  from  the  dark,  as  the  north  is  from  the  south  pole;  they 
are  the  very  reverse  of  that  spiritual  exaltation  that  leads  many 
to  offer  and  to  give,  and  that  makes  many  a  better  man,  a 
better  citizen,  and  an  influence  altogether  for  good.  To  speak 
of  the  main  would  only  be  considering  the  minor  influences  of 
the  great  war,  and  of  the  peace  that  has  followed.  It  was  not  the 
men  who  kindled  the  flame  of  service  so  much  as  it  was  the 
women.  It  is  not  the  men  who  endured  hardship  and  fatigue  and 
suffering,  so  much  as  the  women,  who  bore  the  pangs  of  separa¬ 
tion  and  anguish  and  sorrow,  and  bereavement.  They  were  de¬ 
prived  of  the  excitement  that  came  from  the  sound  of  the  guns, 
the  crash  of  the  projectiles  and  the  rattle  of  the  bullets.  They 
could  only  wait  and  pray  and  hope.  No,  not  only  they  gave  the 
greater  service,  every  one  of  them,  in  her  way,  found  something 
to  do,  to  sustain,  to  hearten,  to  encourage. 

We  used  to  think  that  a  truck  load  of  mail  was  far  more 
valuable  than  a  truck  load  of  ammunition,  or  many  truck  loads 
of  ammunition.  It  was  the  women  who  sustained  our  spirits, 
who  gave  us  hope,  who  made  us  realize  that  the  country  was 
worth  fighting  for,  and  worth  dying  for.  In  the  hospitals  the 
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nurses,  in  the  stations  for  succor  and  help,  they  were  every¬ 
where  giving,  sacrificing,  more  nobly  and  more  truly  than  their 
men.  Since  then  and  today,  it  is  the  women,  and  in  all  candor, 
my  Comrades,  we  must  recognize  it  and  give  them  the  credit. 
It  is  the  women  who  have  stimulated  us  to  progress  in  the 
Legion. 

As  I  see  before  me,  I  might  say,  a  preponderance  of  women’s 
faces,  I  know  why  you  are  here,  and  going  from  state  to  state, 
and  seeing  the  Legionaires  coming  there,  I  always  find  a  pre¬ 
ponderance  of  the  Auxiliary.  We  should  be  ashamed  not  to 
come  and  not  to  take  interest,  as  we  would  have  been  ashamed 
not  to  have  donned  the  uniform  and  faced  the  enemy.  We  are 
serving  them.  They  were  and  they  contin'ue  to  be  our  inspira¬ 
tion.  They  are  the  conservators  of  our  patriotism,  of  the  pride 
of  our  nationalism,  of  our  home  and  our  hopes,  of  the  glory  and 
beauty  of  our  land.  You  are  the  reason  for  his  development,  of 
his  resources,  of  the  valuation  of  his  greatness  and  of  faith,  that 
it  will  go  on  and  on,  in  the  fulfillment  of  his  great  destiny.  So 
our  hearts  go  out  to  you,  My  Dear  Friends  of  the  Auxiliary,  to 
what  you  have  done  and  are  doing  for  us.  We  know  that  each 
year  you  will  contribute  more  and  more  of  your  interest,  and 
encouragement,  and  the  Legion  will  grow  into  what  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be,  a  great  beind  of  loyal  patriotic  citizens,  who  stand 
for  America,  for  its  ideals,  for  its  place  as  a  power  for  good,  for  a 
nobler  and  a  better  civilization,  and  to  bequeath  to  future 
generations  a  standard  of  living  and  of  service  that  will  strength¬ 
en  their  hearts,  If,  in  the  fulfillment  of  destiny  the  time  should 
come  that  the  agencies  of  peace,  again  should  fail  and,  our 
Government  should  be  compelled  to  resort  to  force,  to  secure  it, 
the  most  precious  and  the  most  priceless  attainment  of  man. 

You  will  permit  me  to  thank  you  for  letting  me  come  here 
today  and  be  a  part  of  this  Convention,  to  take  away  the  sense 
of  unity  and  solidity  that  belongs  to  our  people  through  the 
Legion,  to  visualize  that  in  this  great  State,  as  intended  every¬ 
where  in  the  land,  the  Legionaires  and  the  Auxiliary,  stand  firm 
to  stabilize  our  institutions,  to  advocate  those  things  which  are 
noble  and  right,  and  to  be  an  influence  of  good  throughout  the 
land.  I  thank  you. 
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Chairman:  General  Summerall,  I  am  quite  sure  I  speak  the 
minds  of  every  Legionaire  in  North  Carolina,  and  every  member 
of  the  Auxiliary,  when  I  say,  that  we  appreciate  your  laying 
aside  the  duties  of  your  high  office  to  come  here  to  help  us  make 
this  Convention  a  success.  And  I  feel  sure  that  the  inspiration 
of  your  address  will  spur  local  Legionaires  and  members  of  the 
Auxiliary  to  carry  on  the  high  ideals  which  you  so  well  out¬ 
lined.  We  thank  you  for  your  presence  here. 

Chairman:  Folks,  out  in  San  Antonio  they  elected  a  lady 
from  down  in  Georgia  to  lead  the  right  wing  of  the  assault.  I 
met  this  good  woman  there,  and  to  meet  her  is  to  love  her,  and 
the  Department  Commander  of  North  Carolina  is  convinced 
that  to  know  her  better  is  to  love  her  mote.  With  pleasure  I 
present  to  you,  Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklen,  Jr.,  National  President, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary.  (The  official  Legion  Ba;nd  from 
Winston-Salem  played  “Let  me  call  you  sweetheart.”). 

Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklen,  Jr.,  National  President,  American 
Legion  Auxiliary:  Mr.  Commander,  General  Summerall,  Mr. 
Secretary,  Honored  Guests,  and  my  friends  of  the  Legion  and 
its  Auxiliary:  Halving  been  your  guest  on  a  number  of  occasions, 
I  looked  forward  with  much  pleasure  to  returning  to  you  at 
this  time.  Like  General  Bowley,  I  might  say  to  you,  too,  it  is 
good  to  be  home.  For,  you  can  take  me  away  from  Dixie,  but 
you  can’t  take  Dixie  from  me.  You  can  send  me  away — You 
can  send  me  away  to  the  ends  of  the  world,  but  my  southern 
ways  would  follow  me.  There  is  a  south  in  my  mouth  when  Fm 
talking,  a  sunny  smile  on  my  face  you  can  see.  I  still  s]ay  “You 
All,”  and  everyone  knows  there’s  nothing  but  cotton  in  my 
very  best  clothes.  My  Chesterfields  come  from  Virginia,  all  my 
mail  comes  from  Georgia,  you  know.  I  spend  my  cash  for  waffles 
and  candies,  and  they  are  the  only  things  that  please  me.  Send 
me  way  up  north  with  the  Eskimos,  my  heart  will  be  in  Dixie 
where  the  cotton  grows.  You  can  send  me  away  from  Dixie, 
but  you  can’t  take  Dixie  from  me. 

I  am  particularly  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  to  bring  to 
the  Department  of  North  Carolina  at  the  close  of  this  year  in 
our  history,  our  sincere  greetings,  our  congratulations,  for  your 
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splendid  accomplishments,  and  the  National  Organization 
thanks  you  for  your  loyal  support  of  our  program  this  year.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  I  can  not  live  up  to  the  potential  oratory 
referred  to  on  this  platform,  but  I  am  delighted  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  tell  you  a  little  about  that  splendid  organiza¬ 
tion  of  women,  which  it  has  been  my  honor  to  lead  this  year. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  has  no  program  of  its  own, 
rather  it  has  been  our  part  to  round  out,  and  complete  the 
program  of  the  Legion.  And  to  that  end  we  have  given  our  best 
talents,  our  greatest  and  sincerest  efforts  this  year.  Like  you 
men  of  the  Legion  we  have  put  the  care  of  the  disabled  men  and 
their  families,  first  on  our  program.  And  in  every  state  in  the 
Union,  our  women  acquitted  themselves  nobly  in  what  they 
have  done  for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  these  men,  who  are 
our  most  precious  charges.  Closely  allied  to  that  hah  been,  too, 
our  care  of  these  men’s  children  and  families. 

I  would  like  to  say  to  you  today,  I  know  of  no  state  that  has 
rendered  more  outstanding  and  conspicuous  service  in  the  field 
of  rehabilitation  and  child  welfare  work  than  has  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  And  in  all  sincerity  I  say  to  you,  that  this  year  you  have 
made  much  progress  in  the  right  direction,  particularly  forward 
looking  steps  in  the  solving  of  this  rehabilitation  work.  You 
have  given  the  suggestions  to  the  National  Organization  that 
will  be  of  immense  value  in  rounding  out  our  program,  and 
North  Carolina  can  feel  particularly  proud  that  it  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  at  the  National  Headquarters  to  use  your  plan  of  rehabilita¬ 
tion  for  the  work  of  the  National  program.  I  am  indeed  glad  that 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Harper,  National  Director  of  Vocational  Educa¬ 
tion  of  War  Orphans,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  is  to  have  a 
a  part  in  this  program,  a  work  that  is  very  dear  to  my  heart. 

I  am  sure  that  all  North  Carolina  must  have  taken  pride  to 
itself  this  year,  in  the  National  Defense  Program  of  the  Legion, 
so  ably  led  by  your  own  Albert  Cox.  I  count  him  one  of  my 
warmest  personal  friends,  and  under  his  fine  leadership  it  has 
given  me  great  happiness  to  swing  the  Auxiliary  program  of 
National  Defense  forward  under  his  leadership. 

Yesterday,  there  was  another  outstanding  compliment  that 
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came  to  a  woman  of  your  Auxiliary,  when  I  was  a  guest  for  the 
day  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  with  the  Chief  Executive 
of  that  great  State  of  New  Jersey,  I  reviewed  the  National 
Guard  Troops  of  New  Jersey  for  the  first  time,  I  am  told  in  the 
history  of  this  country  that  a  review  of  armed  troops  has  been 
held  for  a  woman.  I  take  that  as  a  particular  tribute  to  the 
strength  and  power  that  has  come  to  our  Auxiliary  in  the  nine 
years  of  its  existence,  and  a  recognition  of  the  fact  that  we  have 
stood  in  all  those  years  squarely  at  the  side  of  the  Legion  in 
your  demands  for  adequate  national  defense  as  the  greatest 
peace  insurer  that  the  world  can  know.  We  ask  to  bear  your 
name,  to  go  forward  at  your  side,  and  to  continue  to  help  with 
your  program,  to  the  very  best  of  our  ability. 

Again,  I  must  express  my  pleasure  in  being  here  with  you.  I 
wish  you  Godspeed  in  your  future  years,  every  success  and  the 
best  of  luck.  Mr.  Commander,  I  would  like  to,  through  you, 
praise  your  Official  Legion  Band,  and  ask  if  you  will  not  help 
me  in  asking  them  if  they  will  not  come  to  our  Convention  in 
Louisville.  I  think  it  would  be  very  lovely  to  have  a  North 
Carolina  band  on  that  occasion,  and  I  am  looking  forward  with 
great  pleasure  to  seeing  them  there  at  that  occasion 

Chairman:  I  am  sure,  Mrs.  Ficklen,  that  the  Department 
Band  of  North  Carolina  will  be  delighted  to  accept  your  invita¬ 
tion  and  I  feel  sure  that  you  can  count  on  their  presence  at  the 
Louisville  Convention,  after  being  so  graciously  invited  by  none 
other  than  the  President  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 
You  can  count  on  them  being  present. 

Chairman:  On  your  program,  there  is  an  item,  Address  by 
Colonel  Patrick  J.  Hurley,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  General  Cox  brought  the  whole  War  Department 
down  here,  and  it  was  found  necessary  at  the  last  minute,  to 
have  some  one  with  the  office  boy  in  Washington.  So,  Colonel 
Hurley  went  back.  But  he  left  a  most  splendid  substitute,  a 
Legionnaire  from  Connecticut,  a  National  Vice-Commander,  a 
mail  who  has  won  great  honor  in  his  home  State,  and  is  a 
nationally  known  Legionnaire.  I  present  to  you  National  Vice- 
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Commander  of  the  American  Legion,  Ned  White  of  Connecticut. 

National  Vice-Commander  Ned  White,  American  Legion, 
of  the  Department  of  Connecticut:  Mr.  Commander,  General 
Summerall,  Mr.  Secretary,  Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary  and  Men  of 
the  Legion,  and  Madam  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of 
the  Legion — as  I  don’t  make  afny  distinction  between  the 
Auxiliary  and  the  Legion  when  it  comes  to  work.  I  am  sorry, 
but  I  can’t  claim  any  possible  connection  with  North  Carolina. 
For  nine  generations,  I  am  Yankee.  Now  most  of  you  folks,  ten 
years  ago,  wouldn’t  understand  that  word  without  the  qualify¬ 
ing  adjective.  But  I  am  glad  to  say  that  conditions  are  changing. 

One  of  the  greatest  things  that  this  Legion  has  done  for  me, 
was  to  save  my  life.  I  was  down  in  Louisiana,  on  the  18th,  19th 
and.  20th  of  January,  and  I  had  the  honor  of  being  a  guest  of 
honor  at  the  Legion,  the  joint  Legion  function  with  the  Con¬ 
federate  Veterans — and  I  got  out  alive:  If  you  can  imagine  a 
Yankee  going  to  a  Confederate  Veterans’  Convention  in 
Louisiana  when  they  didn’t  meet  him  with  a  piece  of  hemp 
rope,  you  can  realize  the  change  that  has  come  over  them.  That 
is  one  of  the  great  things  that  this  magnificent  organization  of 
ours  has  done.  Its  wiped  out  the  walls  that  used  to  separate,  the 
the  east  from  the  west,  and  the  north  from  the  south.  And 
there  isn’t  any  more — . 

I  find  in  going  throughout  the  country,  that  I  can  go  to  any 
representative  Legionnaire  and  I  can  say  to  him,  or  to  her, 
“What  do  you  think  about  so  and  so”  and  I  will  get  the  same 
response.  And  in  every  case,  where  it’s  a  project  or  an  idea  th  at 
is  of  interest  for  betterment  of  this  Country  of  ours,  the  thought 
is  always  the  same,  and  that  thought  is  always  backed  up  by  a 
desire  to  serve.  Whether  that  man  comes  from  Michigan, 
Florida,  North  Carolina,  Kansas,  or  whatever  it  is.  And  that  is 
why  this  wonderful  thing  that  we  have  nurtured,  this  Organiza¬ 
tion  of  ours,  is  of  such  value.  If  it  were  sectional,  if  it  were  not 
.  thoroughly  and  truly  patriotic,  it  would  not  be  where  it  is  now. 
Men,  the  country  trusts  us,  and  believes  us,  and  that  is  why  we 
have  got  a  double  responsibility:  First,  to  justify  that  trust, 
and  second,  to  use  it. 
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The  man  who  wrote  the  greatest  book  on  the  American 
Government  that  I  ever  read,  was  not  an  American.  But,  he 
devoted  a  whole  chapter  to  the  fact  that  this  country  w^as 
governed  by  public  opinion.  And  he  went  on  to  tell  the  methods 
of  the  formation  of  public  opinion.  And  he  said,  that  while,  for 
a  short  time,  it  was  possible  to  mislead  the  American  public, 
that  because  of  their  high  standard  of  education  and  their  in¬ 
terest  in  their  Government,  that  in  the  end,  the  real  facts  and 
the  proper  opinion  would  prevail.  That  is  why  I  bespeak  for 
you  as  Legionaires,  as  Members  of  the  Auxiliary,  but  primarily 
as  American  citizens,  your  active  support  and  cooperation  in 
our  national  program.  Now,  our  national  programs  are  made  up 
at  National  Conventions — you  think.  You  think,  that  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  carrying  them  out  is  on  the  members  of  the 
National  Headquarters,  on  poor  weak  sticks,  like  myself,  who 
have  to  go  around  and  be  listened  to.  That  is  not  true.  The 
ones  who  carry  out  our  National  Program  are  not  the  ones  that 
wear  the  fa,ncy  badges  and  have  people  stand  when  they  come 
in.  They  are  the  men  and  the  women  in  the  street.  And  the  best 
work  of  the  national  program  is  done  on  street  cars  and  on 
street  corners,  and  other  places;  across  the  bridge  table,  by 
occasional  contact;  and  its  done  by  explaining  to  this  country 
and  the  other  people  in  it,  what  we  are  trying  to  do,  and  why 
we  are  trying  to  do  it.  And  so,  I  beg  you,  to  give  your  earnest 
support  to  our  national  program. 

Now,  I  am  afraid  that  because  of  the  rapid  growth  of  size,  and 
energy  and  power  that  we  have  had,  that  we  are  in  the  position 
of  a  man  who  went  out  hunting  bear  with  a  scatter-gun;  we 
have  taken  on,  perhaps,  too  many  things.  The  tremendous 
power  and  prestige  of  the  Legion  has  been  put  behind  many 
things.  I  won’t  say  by  selfish  interests,  but  by  interests  that 
were  particularly  interested  in  those  things.  And  the  conse¬ 
quence  is,  that  when  we  have  gone  before  the  country  with  big 
things,  that  were  really  important,  our  chances  of  success  have 
been  jeopardized  because  of  our  support  of  the  smaller  things. 

Now  I  want  to  tell  you,  that  when  the  American  Legion  makes 
up  a  national  program  and  binds  itself  to  that  program,  that 
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that  program  is  written,  not  because  it  is  just  the  ideas  of  a  few 
men  made  up  in  a  smoke-filled  room,  but  it  has  to  bear  the 
serious  scrutiny  of  patriotic  Americans  of  every  class  and  every 
creed,  and  from  every  part  of  the  country.  And  if  there  is  any¬ 
thing  wrong  about  it,  those  men  or  those  women  will  get  up  and 
say  so.  And  we  are  a  stfaight-shooting  outfit.  And  if  it  is  only 
for  one  part  of  the  country,  the  rest  of  the  country  is  not  going 
to  endorse  that  program.  But  certain  things  are  right,  there 
are  certain  things  that  we  can  go  to  the  country  and  fight  for, 
and  when  we  have  gone  into  a  fight,  so  far,  we  have  never  been 
licked.  And  God  grant  that  we  never  will,  and  that  our  causes 
will  always  be  just. 

Now,  folks,  this  year,  we  are  going  to  face  a  real  fight.  Con¬ 
gress  has  put  on  the  books,  just  and  wise  legislation  for  the  care 
and  relief  of  the  men  who  suffered  physically  during  the  War. 
You  know  that.  And  you  know  that  the  Reed-Johnson  Bill  says 
that  certain  classes  of  those  men  shall  be  entitled  to  free  hos¬ 
pitalization  at  the  Government  expense,  and  it’s  a  perfectly 
just  and  generous  provision.  And  you  know  that  when  we  saw 
Congress  put  that  law  on  the  books,  that  the  intentions  of  Con¬ 
gress  and  the  intention  of  the  whole  entire  country  was,  that 
those  men  should  be  hospitalized.  But,  unfortunately,  either 
there  are  more  sick  men  than  Congress  expected,  or  for  some 
other  reason  at  any  rate,  there  are  not  enough  hospitals  to  take 
care  of  these  men.  And  we  are  faced  with  the  situation  of  hav¬ 
ing  our  Comrades,  who  suffered  because  of  their  service  to  their 
country,  in  County  Homes,  in  State  institutions,  even  in  jail. 
Do  you  think  for  a  minute  that  it  is  the  intention  of  this  Country 
that  those  men  should  be  ip  the  same  position  and  the  same 
class  as  the  common  drunkard,  the  dope-fiend,  the  moron  and 
the  lunatic?  And  we  are  not  going  to  let  that  condition  exist  any 
longer.  We  are  going  to  go  to  the  country  this  year,  and  we  are 
going  to  demand  of  Congress,  that  adequate  appropriation  be 
made  at  once,  to  carry  out  the  programs  for  hospitalization 
recommended  by  the  American  Legion  and  by  the  Veterans 
Bureau,  so  that  these  Comrades  of  ours  are  gojng  to  be  able  to 
obtain  what  the  country  wants  them  to  get  and  what  they  are 
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justly  entitled  to.  And  we  are  going  to  need  your  help,  to  tell  the 
rest  of  the  world,  what  the  need  is,  and  how  vital  it  is. 

Now  that  is  our  main  program  this  year.  Because,  no  matter 
what  the  other  things  may  be  that  we  are  interested  in,  our 
first,  last  and  final  duty,  always,  is  to  the  men  that  we  have  got 
to  help,  because  they  can’t  help  themselves.  And  when  we  read 
the  names  of  these  men  who  are  ip  the  hospitals,  or  the  names 
on  the  crosses,  or  the  names  of  the  youngsters  that  we  are  taking 
care  of,  it  isn’t  just  an  academic  interest  to  us;  we  are  interested 
and  anxious  to  help,  because  we  know  that  when  we  read  those 
names,  we  might  just  as  well  close  our  eyes  and  see  there,  in¬ 
stead,  our  own.  It  was  only  the  grace  of  God,  and  our  luck,  that 
we  are  here,  and  that  they  are  there.  We  know,  that  had  we 
been  in  their  places,  we  would  have  looked  for  our  Comrades  to 
help  us.  And  they  look  to  us,  and  we  are  not  going  to  fail  them, 
so  long  as  we  have  a  drop  of  blood  or  a  breath  of  wind  left  in 
our  bodies. 

I  am  not  going  to  talk  to  you,  I  would  be  foolish  to  talk  to 
you  about,  national  defense.  In  the  first  place,  General  Sum- 
merall  hals  already  said  something  about  the  needs,  and  so  have 
some  of  these  other  officers.  And  if  there  is  any  need  to  tell  the 
State  from  which  comes  the  respected  and  beloved  Chairman 
of  the  National  Defense  Committee,  I  have  yet  to  hear  of  it.  I 
do  want  to  tell  you,  that  the  country  looks  to  us  for  advice  on 
this  subject.  We  don’t  know  much,  but  we  do  know  something 
about  warfare,  and  we  don’t  want  any  more  of  it.  We  don’t 
want  the  biggest  Navy  or  the  biggest  Army  in  the  world.  The 
only  measure  that  we  want  is,  the  measure  that  was  given  by 
Abraham  Lincoln,  when  somebody  asked  him  how  long  should 
a  man’s  legs  be,  and  he  said  “Long  enough  to  reach  the  ground.” 
We  don’t  want  a  big  army  or  a  big  navy,  but  we  don’t  want  a 
little  one.  We  want  them  just  big  enough.  We  love  to  think  that 
we  are  a  lot  of  idealists.  We  like  to  think  of  this  program  of  ours 
as  a  great  dream,  and  that  we  are  sort  of  a  bunch  of  Moses,  to 
lead  the  American  people  out  of  the  wilderness  in  certain 
things.  And  when  we  returned  back  to  our  own  communities  a 
few  years  ago,  and  said,  that  we  were  going  to  do  everything  we 
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could  do  to  make  our  own  home  town  a  better  place  to  live  in; 
we  thought  it  was  a  new  idea,  and  we  thought  it  was  a  very  un¬ 
selfish  idea,  and  we  took  a  lot  of  credit  for  it.  Now  let  me  tell 
you  something:  We  are  just  beginning  to  wake  up  to  the  idea 
that  after  all,  you  and  I  have  got  to  do  these  things  for  the  rest 
of  our  lives,  and  your  children  and  my  children  have  got  to  live 
in  them  too,  and  that  anything  we  can  do  to  make  the  commu¬ 
nity  a  better  place  to  live  in,  the  people  who  are  going  to  benjefit 
most  are  our  own,  your  and  my  children.  This  community  ser¬ 
vice  program  of  the  American  Legion  is  one  of  the  finest  things 
that  the  country  has  seen,  because  it  works.  Let  me  bespeak 
again  your  hearty  cooperation  with  this  program,  with  the 
assurance  that  it  will  do  you  as  much  good  as  anybody  else. 

I  am  just  going  to  close  with  a  few  words.  I  have  seen  and 
tasted  of  your  hospitality.  I  will  report  that  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina  is  not  failing  in  activity,  that  there  is  no  lack 
of  interest  in  the  Home  Office,  and  that  the  Auxiliary  is  far 
above  the  average  in  pulchritude.  I  want  to  thank  you  for  my 
delightful  stay  here,  and  I  am  going  to  return  the  hospitality  as 
well  as  I  can  by  calling  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  at 
Louisville,  New  England  is  going  to  ask  you  to  come  to  Boston 
next  year  for  the  Convention.  We  have  been  enjoying  your 
hospitality  and  the  hospitality  of  other  places,  too  long,  and  we 
want  to  show  you  what  New  England  can  do.  The  gates  of  New 
England  are  open  to  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  take  that  under 
your  serious  consideration.  We  have  beautiful  scenery,  ex¬ 
cellent  hotels,  fine  food,  and  a  magnificent  seacoast.  Thank  you 
very  much  for  your  courtesy  and  attention,  and  I  am  very  glad 
to  have  been  here  and  I  will  get  back  again. 

Chairman:  I  am  sure  the  men  and  women  will  go  to  Boston 
and  see  all  that  beautiful  scenery  and  all  the  other  fine  things. 

Chairman:  I  now  present  to  you,  the  National  Chaplain, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Townes,  Jr. 

Chairman:  A  part  of  the  very  constuctive  work  of  the  Legion 
Auxiliary,  is  their  War  Orphans  work,  and  a  particular  feature 


44 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


of  that  work  is  the  vocational  education  among  war  orphans. 
The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina  is  peculiarly 
fortunate  and.honored  to  have  as  National  Representative,  Mrs. 
Dorothy  D.  Harper,  National  Director  of  Vocational  Educa¬ 
tion  of  War  Orphans,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  who  will  now 
address  you. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  D.  Harper,  National  Director  Vocational 
Education  of  War  Orphans,  American  Legion  Auxiliary:  Mr. 
Commander,  Madam  Department  President,  Madam  National 
President  and  National  Vice  Commander,  distinguished  guests, 
delegates  of  the  Convention,  it’s  a  very  great  privilege  and 
honor  to  be  with  you  today.  In  looking  over  your  well-prepared 
program,  I  find  that  you  have  689  delegates  or  representatives, 
representing  in  the  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  seventeen 
thousand  citizens  of  North  Carolina.  The  subject  which  I  come 
to  you  with  today,  you  have  heard  our  National  President  say, 
is  a  subject  very  dear  to  our  hearts.  You  have  heard  our  Na¬ 
tional  Vice  Commander  say  that  the  American  Legion’s  pro¬ 
gram  we  adopt  in  National  Convention  is  always  right.  There¬ 
fore  our  subject  on  education  and  vocational  training  of  world 
war  orphans  is  right.  It  is  backed  by  our  National  Conventions 
of  the  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  and  we  are  fulfilling  our 
obligations  in  developing  this  program. 

It  was  at  San  Antonio  that  the  unqualified  backing  of  the 
National  President  and  National  Commander  had  its  initial 
authority  for  developing  the  program  this  year.  The  inception 
or  the  beginning  of  the  program  in  the  interest  of  World  War 
orphans  is  attributed  to  a  very  distinguished  man  from  the 
State  of  Georgia.  He  was  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  World 
War  and  was  given  the  distinguished  service  medal  in  honor  of 
his  World  War  service,  who  gave  his  only  son,  who  lost  his  life 
in  France.  I  am  speaking  of  Major  General  P.  C.  Harris,  of 
Georgia.  More  than  five  years  ago,  he  dedicated  his  life  to  the 
work  of  education  and  vocational  training  of  World  War 
orphans  in  memory  of  this  only  son  who  lost  his  life.  The 
National  President  recognized  General  Harris’  vision,  and  in 
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1927  at  the  Philadelphia  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  while  serving  as  National  Legislative  Chairman, 
caused  the  enlistment  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  in 
developing  and  working  for  the  interest  of  this  program. 

We  find  in  the  statistics  from  the  Veterans  Bureau — and 
incidentally  I  would  say,  we  have  the  whole-hearted  cooperation 
of  the  United  States  Veterans  Bureau,  as  General  Frank  T. 
Hines  gives  us  the  backing,  he  gives  us  the  time,  he  gives  us  the 
opportunity,  and  he  gives  us  the  figures  on  which  to  work,  and 
helps  to  distribute  the  information  throughout  the  nation  to 
develop  the  plan  of  education  in  the  interest  of  World  War 
orphans.  Figures  at  the  Veterans  Bureau  show  that  there  are 
more  than  twelve  thousand  World  War  Orphans.  By  that  I 
mean,  that  there  are  more  than  twelve  thousand  children, 
whose  fathers  died  or  were  killed  in  action  during  the  war,  the 
legal  termination  of  the  war  being  July  2,  1921.  All  those  chil¬ 
dren  whose  fathers  died  or  were  killed  in  action  before  that 
period  are  recognized  by  the  Veterans  Bureau  and  by  the 
United  States  Congress  as  World  War  Orphans. 

You  probably  know  that  the  United  States  Congress  gives 
compensation  to  a  World  War  orphan  who  is  going  to  college, 
from  the  age  of  18  until  21.  The  compensation  allowed  through 
the  Veterans  Bureau,  to  the  orphan  going  to  college,  is  ten 
dollars  a  month.  Ten  dollars  a  month  is  not  enough  to  supply 
the  incidental  expenses  of  a  child  or  a  student  going  to  college. 
It  has  been  the  desire  and  we  are  developing  the  program  of  the 
Legion  Auxiliary  throughout  the  nation  to  match  the  com¬ 
pensation  given  by  the  federal  government. 

Last  December  in  Indianapolis,  a  model  bill  was  given  to  the 
Department  Presidents  and  the  Department  Commanders  of 
the  American  Legion  and  its  Auxiliary.  In  many  cases  we  found 
that  the  model  bill  or  the  required  legislation  was  presented  to 
the  legislative  committee  in  both  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary, 
too  late,  because  their  programs  were  well  under  way.  They 
had  made  up  their  plans  for  the  legislation  that  they  needed  to 
ask  for  in  their  respective  states.  However,  we  have  accom¬ 
plished  some  things  this  year. 
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Our  program  is  developed  through  areas,  and  the  areas  are 
comparable  to  the  child  welfare  areas.  Our  first  area  is  the  area 
in  the  New  England  States.  Connecticut  has  passed  a  bill 
fashioned  after  our  model  bill,  which  grants  the  payment  of 
two  hundred  dollars  a  year  to  any  student  going  to  college.  The 
Department  Director  of  Connecticut  was  Miss  Peak,  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  who  had  the  unqualified  support 
and  backing  of  our  National  Vice-Commander,  E.  L.  White. 
As  a  National  Vice-Commander,  he  recognizes  the  importance 
of  this  program,  and  in  his  state  he  did  what  he  would  like  to 
see  done  in  all  the  other  states.  Connecticut  is  the  only  one  in 
this  Aiea  A  to  have  passed  the  legislation. 

Coming  down  to  Area  B,  we  find  that  the  State  of  Maryland 
amended  the  War  Veterans  Relief.  They  amended  that  with  an 
act  that  allows  $15  a  month  to  be  given  to  any  child  between 
the  ages  of  18  and  21,  any  student  going  to  college.  Delaware 
enacted  legislation,  signed  by  the  Governor  as  were  the  other 
bills.  Delaware  fashioned  her  bill  after  our  model  bill.  And  we 
have  two  states  in  Area  B.  Coming  down  into  Area  C,  of  which 
North  Carolina  is  a  shareholder,  we  find  that  the  State  of 
Georgia  has  just  closed  its  State  Legislature  and  before  closing, 
in  both  houses,  passed  the  legislation  requiring  scholarship 
appropriation,  annual  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  our 
World  War  orphans.  We  have  not  heard  that  the  bill  was 
signed  by  the  Governor,  but  there  is  every  indication  that  it 
will  be.  Georgia,  therefore,  is  the  only  state  in  our  southern  area 
to  have  secured  the  legislation.  But  your  Area  Director  in  New 
Orleans  has  ably  developed  interest  for  that  and  has  a  well  laid 
plan  of  education  for  development,  in  presenting  this  plan  for 
your  next  state  legislatures.  He  has  also  been  able  to  interest 
your  southern  states  in  our  plan  for  national  endownment  fund. 
That  is  the  last  and  the  newest  thought  given  to  you.  But  in 
some  of  the  southern  states  we  find  that  they  have  given  a 
contribution  of  ninety-one  dollars  from  each  southern  area,  to 
make  up  a  contribution  of  one  thousand  dollatrs. 

This  national  endowment  scholarship  fund  will  be  known  as 
the  American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Scholar- 
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ship  Fund,  available  to  War  Orphans,  in  their  plan  for  educa¬ 
tion,  the  structure  and  plans  to  be  worked  out  later  from 
national  headquarters.  In  going  to  Area  D,  we  find  not  any 
state  had  enacted  the  required  legislation.  In  Indiana  it  went 
over  one  hundred  per  cent  when  it  was  presented  before  the 
legislature,  but  as  so  often  happens,  you  know,  in  our  Congress 
and  in  our  Conventions,  it  was  lost  at  the  last  moment  in  some 
sort  of  a  filibuster.  Some  of  the  states  in  area  D  are  taking  very 
kindly  to  the  thought  of  a  contribution  to  the  National  Endow¬ 
ment  Scholarship  Fund.  In  Dakota  in  Aren  D,  we  got  an  out¬ 
standing  legislation,  not  legislation  but  education.  It  was  pre¬ 
sented  before  the  legislature  but  lost  in  the  committee.  As  a 
result  of  the  information  distributed  and  the  education  that  the 
Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary  members  received  themselves,  they 
secured  a  four  year  scholarship,  and  there  are  three  scholar¬ 
ships  in  North  Dakota  available  immediately  to  World  War 
orphans. 

Going  to  our  last  area  in  the  west,  we  had  as  our  National 
Area  Director  Mrs.  J.  A.  Howell,  of  Utah.  She  is  the  wife  of 
Judge  J.  A.  Howell,  of  Ogden,  a  former  National  Commander. 
In  six  weeks  time  she  was  able  to  present  the  bill  in  the  legisla¬ 
ture  and  secured  the  legislation  that  was  needed  to  take  care  of 
the  World  War  orphans.  The  other  states  have  not  been  so 
successful  in  getting  before  the  legislatures  for  various  reasons, 
but  the  work  is  very  well  laid  down  throughout  the  nation,  and 
we  feel  sure  that  in  our  next  year’s  program  one  step  more  will 
be  builded,  and  we  will  finally  be  able  to  take  car  of  the  twelve 
thousand  orphans  of  the  World  War. 

I  would  like  to  mention,  that  we  hope  at  some  future  time  to 
broaden  the  program  to  take  in  not  only  the  World  War  orphans 
but  the  children  of  the  disabled  veterans.  They  need  the  educa¬ 
tion  and  the  assistance  in  their  families.  And  the  Veterans 
Bureau  statistics  give  us  the  facts  that  there  are  more  than  one 
hundred  thousand  of  these  children  of  disabled  veterans.  Com¬ 
ing  down  to  North  Carolina,  you  have  two  hundred  and  ninety 
World  War  orphans  in  you,r  State.  I  have  the  cards  and  the 
names  here  of  the  thirty-nine  World  War  orphans  that  have 
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reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Coming  along  for  the  next 
year’s  schooling,  they  would  be  ready  for  any  college  or  higher 
education  that  you  might  be  able  to  provide  for  them.  I  am 
leaving  these  cards  in  the  hands  of  your  very  able  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Department  Director,  Mrs.  Judd,  and  she  in  turn  will  pass 
them  around  through  the  district  chairmen  and  district  direc¬ 
tors,  and  you  may  take  them  and  see  that  these  orphans  are 
contacted.  See  wThat  their  outlay  in  life  is,  if  they  desire  educa¬ 
tion,  and  if  they  do,  try  to  help  them.  Bring  to  your  state 
officers,  this  problem,  they  taking  it  to  the  other  national 
officers. 

In  final  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  this 
visit  to  you  in  North  Carolina.  I  wish  to  extend  appreciation 
for  all  the  courtesies  to  me,  and  I  want  to  tell  you  that  I  feel 
very  humble  in  speaking  this  morning,  as  wearing  the  U.  S. 
Navy  uniform  during  the  war  period,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
was  then  Mr.  Josephus  Daniels.  Combined  with  that,  the 
portrait  you  all  see  in  front  of  you,  who  was  our  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  Woodrow  Wilson. 

I  feel  that  I  have  been  greatly  privileged  to  be  before  you 
and  to  be  able  in  the  spirit  of  wartime  days  and  in  the  spirit  of 
the  mandates  of  the  American  Legion  and  its  Auxiliary,  to  place 
before  you  the  program  of  both  of  our  organizations,  education 
and  vocational  training  of  our  World  War  Orphans.  We  are 
leaving  with  your  convention  a  resolution  that  we  hope  that 
your  Department  will  pass  and  make  it  a  part  of  your  next 
year’s  program,  and  that  you  will  work  for  legislation  in  your 
state  legislature  for  the  interest  of  education  and  vocational 
training  of  World  War  orphans. 

Chairman:  I  am  sure  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  and 
the  Auxiliary  will  back  up  the  work  for  the  World  War  orphans. 
And  I  am  sure  that  the  information  she  brings  to  us  will  be 
taken  to  heart  by  all  loyal  legionaires  and  members  of  the 
Auxiliary. 

Chairman:  At  this  time,  I  want  to  recognize  Department 
Chaplain,  Herbert  Spaugh,  who  will  conduct  our  memorial 
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exercises,  and  I  hope  that  during  the  conducting  of  these  memo¬ 
rial  exercises  that  Scouts  will  keep  the  doors  closed.  This  is  an 
exercise  that  every  person  in  here  ought  to  remain  for.  You 
have  a  reverence  for  those  who  have  offered  their  lives  for  you. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  our  Convention.  Mr. 
Spaugh. 

Department  Chaplain  Herbert  Spaugh:  Comrades,  inas¬ 
much  as  this  is  the  most  sacred  part  of  our  Convention,  we  ask 
that  those  who  cannot  remain  for  this  twenty  minutes,  or  a  half 
hour,  if  you  find  that  you  have  to  take  your  departure,  and  you 
feel  that  you  must  go,  we  ask  you  to  leave  the  hall  now,  as  the 
doors  will  be  closed.  Those  of  you  that  are  looking  after  the 
doors,  the  Scouts,  will  you  please  give  attention  to  these  remarks. 
You  Boy  Scouts  will  see  to  it  that  no  one  is  admitted  to  the  hall 
during  any  of  the  prayers  or  the  addresses.  This  is  the  most 
sacred  hour  of  the  Convention.  We  pause  to  do  honor  to  those 
in  our  midst  who  passed  on  during  the  past  year.  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Townes  will  lead  us  in  the  invocation. 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Townes,  National  Chaplain,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary:  I  will  ask  that  we  stand  and  sing  the  first  two  verses 
of  “America.” 

All  stood  and  sang  the  two  first  verses  of  “America.” 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Townes:  Let  us  pray.  Almighty  God,  Giver  of 
all  victories,  We  thank  Thee  for  the  peace  that  abides  in  our 
land,  for  Thy  guidance  during  the  days  of  peril,  and  Thy  tender 
love  in  times  of  need.  Help  us  to  remember  with  reverence  the 
valor  and  devotion  of  those  who  gave  their  lives  in  defense  of 
their  Country.  Teach  us  to  honor  them  by  ever  cherishing  the 
ideals  for  which  they  died.  Let  Thy  blessing  rest  upon  the 
disabled  men  in  our  Hospitals  here  and  in  foreign  lands;  cheer, 
heal  and  sanctify  the  sick;  grant  to  the  physicians,  surgeons 
and  nurses  wisdom  and  skill,  sympathy  and  patience,  and  assist 
with  Thy  blessing  all  who  are  seeking  to  prevent  suffering. 
Keep  us  ever  steadfast  in  the  faith  of  our  fathers,  forever  firm  in 
righteousness,  humble  of  heart,  and  unselfish  in  purpose.  Kindle, 
we  pray  Thee,  in  the  hearts  of  all  men  the  true  love  of  peace, 
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and  so  guide  those  who  take  counsel  for  the  nations  of  the 
world,  that  Thy  Kingdom  may  go  forward  until  the  earth  is 
filled  with  the  knowledge  of  Thy  love.  Amen. 

Department  Chaplain  Herbert  Spaugh:  Now  we  come  to 
the  part  in  our  service,  in  which  the  honor  roll  of  those  who  have 
cast  aside  their  burdens  on  life’s  pathway  and  entered  into 
their  rewards  since  the  last  Convention,  when  this  honor  roll 
will  be  read.  The  Honor  Roll  for  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
will  be  read  by  Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Chairman  of  the  Memorials 
Committee  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Chairman  Memorials  Committee, 
American  Legion  Auxilairy:  Our  Honor  Roll  for  the  past  year, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina  Department,  is 
as  follows: 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Charlotte  Unit:  Mrs.  Mary  Poplin,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Gifford,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Buchanan, 
Miss  Ella  McAden. 

Winston-Salem  Unit:  Mrs.  W.  H.  Kern,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Bolick,  Sr.,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Marshall,  Mrs.  Roger  Franklin. 

Wilmington  Unit:  Mrs.  William  Reaves,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Pinner,  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Thompson,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Beadling,  Mrs.  Henry  Heyes. 

Oxford  Unit:  Mrs.  R.  C.  Young. 

Greensboro  Unit:  Mrs.  T.  B.  Pickard 
Hickory  Unit:  Mrs.  George  E.  Robertson. 

Columbia  Unit:  Mrs.  Alfred  Alexander. 

Raleigh  Unit:  Mrs.  D.  A.  Houston,  Mrs.  Ellis  Jones. 

Greenville  Unit:  Miss  Imo  Edwards. 

New  Bern  Unit:  Mrs.  Sarah  Hanks. 

High  Point  Unit:  Mrs.  John  Lindsay. 

Monroe  Unit:  Mrs.  Irene  J.  Austin. 

Weldon  Unit:  Mrs.  John  Slearen. 

Mount  Airy  Unit:  Mrs.  S.  P.  Graves. 

Louisburg  Unit:  Miss  Annie  Laurie  Macon. 

Department  Chaplain  Herbert  Spaugh:  During  the  past 
year  sixty-four  World  War  Vetrans  have  gone  out  of  our  midst 
in  this  Department,  and  their  chairs  and  their  places  among  us 
today  are  vacant.  I  will  ask  your  attention  as  we  read  the  names: 
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A.  R.  Swain,  Thomasville,  N.  C. 

Jesse  H.  Davis,  New  Bern,  N.  C. 

Robert  Jones,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Jerome  Williams,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Alfred  N.  Davenport,  Creswell,  N.  C. 

Miles  B.  Smith,  Stanly  County. 

Nathaniel  M.  Love,  Stanly  County. 

Henry  Ledbetter,  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 

Erskine  Sparrow,  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 

W.  Fred  Kendrick,  Mecklenburg  County. 
Louis  B.  Southerland,  Mecklenburg  County. 
John  Rosman,  Concord,  N.  C. 

James  Lafferty,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Ernest  B.  Foster,  Louisburg,  N.  C. 

John  C.  Milligan,  Durham,  N.  C. 

Claud  Jackson,  Durham,  N.  C. 

Roy  A.  Ross,  Durham,  N.  C. 

Donald  G.  Hall,  Durham,  N.  C. 

Paul  V.  Massey,  Durham,  N.  C. 

George  W.  Reade,  Durham,  N.  C. 

M.  B.  Koontz,  Salisbury,  N.  C. 

Geo.  A.  Overman,  Salisbury,  N.  C. 

Max  L.  Trexler,  Salisbury,  N.  C. 

J.  C.  Weddington,  Kannapolis,  N.  C. 

John  J.  Mault,  Salisbury,  N.  C. 

M.  A.  Williams,  Hamlet,  N.  C. 

R.  L.  Bostian,  Hamlet,  N.  C. 

E.  L.  Hinson,  Hamlet,  N.  C. 

M.  G.  Alderman,  Guilford  County. 

Benj.  D.  Clapp,  Guilford  County. 

W.  W.  Clegg,  Guilford  County. 

Dr.  M.  R.  Farrar,  Guilford  County. 

Wm.  T.  Grimsley,  Guilford  County. 

F.  H.  Hill,  Guilford  County. 

I.  C.  Johnson,  Guilford  County. 

W.  C.  Leonard,  Guilford  County. 

E.  F.  Mayberry,  Guilford  County. 

H.  D.  McLean,  Guilford  County. 

R.  F.  McLean,  Guilford  County. 

S.  J.  McNairy,  Guilford  County. 

Geo.  O’Brien,  Guilford  County. 

Chas.  Ozmont,  Guilford  County. 

H.  C.  Preddy,  Guilford  County. 

R.  A.  Ross,  Guilford  County. 

Hurley  Suits,  Guilford  County. 
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Gantt  C.  Swilling,  Guilford  County. 

C.  F.  True,  Guilford  County. 

E.  W.  Tyson,  Guilford  County. 

Robt.  Holly,  Guilford  County. 

E.  L.  Rankin,  Guilford  County. 

Ulysses  Scott,  Guilford  County. 

John  S.  Snipes,  Guilford  County. 

Willie  Williams,  Guilford  County. 

J.  C.  Benjamin,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

R.  E.  Mason,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

K.  E.  Finlay,  Goldsboro,  N.  C. 

J.  M.  Lewis,  Whiteville,  N.  C. 

Colored  Veterans 

Rowland  Rease,  Lumberton,  N.  C. 

Lary  Hill,  Fairmont,  N.  C. 

Temple  Leonard. 

John  A.  Hyatt,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Andrew  Thomas,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Guss  Jones,  Oxford 

Wade  Tally,  Granville  County. 

Department  Chaplain  Herbert  Spaugh:  We  will  now  have  a 
reading  “In  Flanders  Field”  by  Mrs.  R.  C.  Springs,  Depart¬ 
ment  Chaplain,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  that  well-known 
poem  of  ten  years  ago. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Springs,  Department  Chaplain,  American 
Legion  Auxiliary: 

In  Flanders  Field  the  poppies  blow 
Between  the  crosses,  row  on  row 
That  mark  our  place;  and  in  the  sky 
The  larks  still  bravely  singing  fly, 

Scarce  heard  amidst  the  guns  below. 

We  are  the  dead. 

Short  days  ago  we  lived,  felt  dawn,  saw  sunset  glow, 

Loved  and  were  loved,  and  now  we  1  ie 
In  Flanders  Field. 

Take  up  our  quarrel  with  the  foe. 

To  you  from  failing  hands  we  throw 
The  Torch — be  yours  to  hold  it  high; 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


53 


If  ye  break  faith  with  those  who  die, 

We  shall  not  sleep,  though  poppies  grow 
In  Flanders  Field. 

*  *  * 

Rest  in  peace,  ye  Flanders  dead, 

The  fight  that  ye  so  bravely  led 
We’ve  taken  up.  And  we  will  keep 
True  faith  with  you  who  lie  asleep, 

With  each  a  cross  to  mark  his  bed, 

Where  once  his  own  life  blood  ran  red. 

So  let  your  rest  be  sweet  and  deep 
In  Flanders  Field. 

Fear  not  that  ye  have  died  for  naught, 

The  torch  ye  threw  to  us  we  caught, 

Ten  million  hands  will  hold  it  high, 

And  Freedom’s  light  shall  never  die! 

We’ve  learned  the  lesson  that  ye  taught 
In  Flanders  Field. 

And,  may  we  ever  keep  fresh  in  our  hearts  the  memory  of 
those  who  fought,  and  bled  and  died! 

Department  Chaplain  Herbert  Spaugh:  In  behalf  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  we  will  now  have  a  memorial  ad¬ 
dress  by  Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Chairman  Memorials  Committee, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Chairman  Memorial  Committee, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary:  Mr.  Commander,  Madam  Presi¬ 
dent,  Madam  National  President,  Distinguished  Guests, 
Legionaires,  and  Auxiliary:  It  is  with  sorrow,  with  pride,  and 
with  gratitude  that  we  pause  in  this  busy  hour  today  to  pay  a 
tribute  of  love  apd  appreciation  to  our  co-workers  of  the  Auxili¬ 
ary,  who  since  last  we  met,  have  left  us,  and  who  have  solved 
the  mysteries  beyond  the  border.  At  this  same  hour  we  pay 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  brave  men  who  died  that  democ¬ 
racy  and  liberty  might  live.  In  our  Organization  are  many 
vacant  chairs.  World  War  Veterans  and  Auxiliarians  have 
joined  that  innumerable,  illustrious  caravan  waiting  on  the 
other  shore,  and  so  we  salute  them  today  and  we  rededicate 
ourselves  to  that  noble  task  of  carrying  out  the  principles  for 
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which  our  Great  Organizations  are  formed — That  of  service, 
service  to  humanity,  service  to  our  State  and  our  Nation,  and 
above  all,  service  to  God.  We  want  to  commune  with  them,  we 
want  to  tell  them  what  we  have  done  since  they  left  us,  and  we 
want  them  to  know  that  we  have  tried  to  take  ca^e  of  their 
disabled  Buddies,  and  of  their  loved  ones  the  best  we  know  how. 
I  feel  they  do  know  the  work  we  are  doing.  They  died  not  in 
vain,  and  we  will  not  forget.  God  keep  us  true  that  we  do  not 
forget.  We  will  not  forget,  we  will  carry  on. 

In  the  great  campaign  we  must  wage  to  carry  on,  there  is 
work  for  each  of  us  in  the  solution  of  community,  state  and 
national  problems,  an'd  we  must  devote  ourselves  to  these,  by 
giving  our  lives,  souls,  hearts  and  hands  to  the  uplift  and  better¬ 
ment  of  society,  and  to  the  benefit  of  our  fellow-men.  So  today, 
we  lay  the  wreath  of  remembrance  in  tribute  to  those  whose 
earthly  activities  have  ended.  They  are  not  dead  who  live  in  the 
hearts  they  have  left  behind.  In  those  whom  they  have  blessed, 
they  live  a  life  again  and  shall  live  through  the  years  eternal 
life;  and  grow  each  day  more  beautiful  as  time  declares  their 
good,  forgets  the  rest,  and  proves  their  immortality.  With 
bowed  heads  we  do  them  honor,  we  revere  their  names  and 
their  memory.  They  lived  and  loved,  they  labored  and  wrought 
until  God’s  finger  touched  them  and  they  slept.  So  we  leave 
them.  We  will  go  forth  to  our  respective  tasks  in  the  great  field 
and  continue  to  build  memorials  as  fitting  reminders  of  the 
price  that  has  been  paid  by  our  World  War  men  and  women, 
strive  to  have  history  truthfully  written,  care  for  the  sick  and 
suffering,  until  taps  are  sounded  for  us,  and  we  have  passed  to 
the  great  Beyond,  there  to  live  forevermore. 

Department  Chaplain  Herbert  Spaugh:  In  keeping  with 
this  hour,  the  Quartet  of  Raleigh  Post  an  d  Raleigh  Unit  will 
give  us  Kipling’s  “Recessional.” 

The  Quartet  of  Raleigh  Post  and  Raleigh  Unit  rendered 
Kipling’s  “Recessional”  most  beautifully. 

Department  Chaplain  Herbert  Spaugh:  We  are  supposed 
to  have  a  Memorial  Address  by  Chaplain  Walter  B.  Zimmer¬ 
man,  United  State  Army,  Past  Department  Chaplain,  but  since 
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he  could  not  be  here,  the  Department  Chaplain  will  endeavor 
to  express  in  a  few  words  some  thoughts  which  are  on  his  mind 
just  at  the  time.  Thoughts  that  can  be  expressed  by  a  little 
poem,  so  expressive  of  those  thoughts  which  I  know  are  in  our 
hearts  at  this  time: 

On  Fame’s  eternal  camping  ground. 

Their  silent  tents  are  spread, 

And  glory  guards  with  solemn  round. 

The  bivouac  of  the  dead. 

And  at  the  very  beginning  of  this  great  Convention,  it  is  fit¬ 
ting  that  we  pause,  turn  aside  and  softly  tread  the  vasty  halls  of 
death,  as  we  pay  tribute  to  fallen  Comrades.  Their  memory  to 
us  is  sacred  and  to  them  we  owe  the  debt  of  this  sacred  hour. 
They  have  cast  their  mantles  upon  our  shoulders  and  it  is  well 
that  we  pause  and  consider  the  meaning  of  this  legacy.  They 
have  left  to  us  that  legacy  which  they,  in  turn,  received  from 
their  forefathers,  a  legacy  which  came  to  this  country  many 
years  ago,  when  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  landed  on  the  bleak  coast 
of  New  England.  They  sought  a  faith’s  pure  shrine,  they  sought 
freedom  in  the  midst  of  dangers,  and  dangers  lurked.  And  there 
in  their  breast  was  botn  that  precious  heritage  which  has  come 
down  to  us.  And  this  is  followed  quickly  by  another  picture,  the 
Revolution  period. 

A  century  and  a  half  has  passed  and  the  hand  of  the  oppressor 
is  felt,  but  in  that  same  picture  we  see  Patrick  Henry,  Paul 
Revere,  George  Washington,  who  have  passed  it  on  to  our 
hands.  They  lived  in  the  boundless  forests  and  plains  and  that 
created  a  love  for  boundless  liberty.  Then  came  along  the  Civil 
War  period,  in  nearly  another  century,  and  we  find  the  same 
age-old  principles  that  have  been  nurtured  in  the  breast  of  the 
sons  of  America,  coming  down  from  our  fathers.  Then  comes 
the  Spanish-American  War  and  our  record  is  still  untarnished, 
and  finally  the  great  World  War,  in  which  these  same  treasures 
were  held  close  to  the  hearts  of  those  of  our  Comrades,  those 
who  went  into  these  bloody  days  and  gave  their  lives,  those  who 
have  fought  the  battles  of  disease  carrying  in  their  bodies  the 
marks  of  those  days  of  blood. 
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And  then  there  are  those  who  are  still  carrying  on.  And  I  tell 
you,  My  Friends,  and  Comrades,  it  was  the  legacy  that  they  left 
that  they  cherished  with  their  last  blood,  that  they  have  given 
to  us  to  day,  and  that  is  the  legacy  of  Americanism,  involving  a 
threefold  love  and  respect,  first  the  individual,  second  the 
Nation  and  third  God  Almighty.  And  we  need  to  watch  that, 
particularly  in  these  days,  when  we  are  liable  to  lose  our  indi¬ 
viduality  in  the  great  mass  movements,  in  these  days  when  so 
much  is  being  heard  about  lawlessness  throughout  the  land,  I 
tell  you  we  need  to  watch  our  legacies. 

And  then,  most  important  of  all,  we  need  to  remember  that 
great  emblem  of  our  Country  “In  God  we  Trust.”  We  need  to 
remember  that  our  forefathers  came  for  their  conscience  sake, 
for  the  sake  of  their  God.  And  that  is  the  legacy,  this  legacy  of 
the  Americanism  which  is  ours  today.  And  so  the  poet  gives  us 
those  lines  “To  you  from  falling  hands  we  throw,  the  torch— be 
yours  to  hold  it  high.”  And,  My  Comrades,  that  is  the  torch. 
Because,  pausing  to  pay  tribute  to  those  of  our  Comrades  who 
have  gone  would  be  but  hollow  mockery  if  we  did  not  take  that 
torch  and  say  “It’s  ours,  to  hold  high.”  May  that  thought,  that 
determination,  be  the  sum  and  substance  of  our  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  today.  I  will  ask  Doctor  J.  B.  Turner,  Chaplain  of  Raleigh 
Unit,  to  lead  us  in  the  closing  prayer,  after  which  we  will  remain 
standing,  in  silence,  thirty  seconds,  out  of  respect  for  our  de¬ 
parted  Comrades,  at  the  same  time  uttering  a  prayer  that  we 
may  carry  on,  that  their  death  may  not  have  been  in  vain. 

Dr.  James  B.  Turner,  Chaplain,  Raleigh  Post  No.  1:  Our 
Heavenly  Father,  we  are  rich  because  our  spirits  are  susceptible 
to  Thy  touch,  oh  Lord  and  Master  of  us  all;  whatever  we  are  we 
owe  it  to  Thee,  and  we  hear  Thy  call;  and  we  test  our  lives  by 
Thine;  and  may  we  ever  stand  true.  Amen. 

All  stood  in  silence  for  thirty  seconds.  Taps  were  sounded  by 
A.  E.  Bennett,  of  Winston-Salem  Official  Band. 

(END  OF  JOINT  SESSION) 
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AUXILIARY  SESSION  RESUMED 

After  recess  to  the  Auditorium,  the  Auxiliary  returned  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  State  Capitol,  where  the  meeting 
was  continued  at  11:30  a.m. 

President:  I  wish  to  remind  you  of  the  rule  presented  to 
you  by  the  Rules  Committee  in  reference  to  entering  or  leaving 
the  room  while  a  speaker  is  on  the  floor,  and  ask  that  you  kindly 
observe  it.  I  also  ask  the  ones  on  the  main  floor  particularly  to 
refrain  from  talking.  A  note  has  been  sent  to  the  desk  asking 
that  you  be  reminded — some  around  you  wish  to  hear  even  if 
you  do  not. 

Before  resuming  the  business  program,  we  have  several 
visitors  I  want  to  present  to  you  for  a  brief  word  of  greeting. 
They  are  old  friends  because  we  had  them  with  us  last  year. 
They  have  helped  to  build  up  our  organization.  It  gives  me  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  to  present  to  you  our  National  President, 
Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklen,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklen,  Jr.,  National  President  American 
Legion  Auxiliary:  I  am  particularly  happy  to  greet  you  again. 
North  Carolina’s  invitation  to  attend  your  State  Convention 
was  the  first  that  came  to  me  at  the  beginning  of  this  administra¬ 
tion.  It  has  been  on  my  calendar  all  the  year  and  I  have  looked 
at  it  many  times  with  pleasure.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  bring  you 
greetings  from  National  and  to  renew  friendships  in  North 
Carolina,  and  so  I  am  here  again  and  glad  to  be  with  you.  You 
have  many  things  to  be  proud  of  at  the  close  of  this  year’s  work. 
Every  member  of  your  Department  has  worked  splendidly, 
loyally,  faithfully  and  well,  and  your  accomplishments  and 
achievements  are  marvelous.  We  feel  proud  of  your  work  at 
National.  Mrs.  Iseley,  I  want  to  commend  your  splendid  re¬ 
habilitation  program.  You  have  so  successfully  and  ably  solved 
the  rehabilitation  problem  in  North  Carolina;  you  have  given 
us  suggestions  at  National  that  we  will  be  able  to  carry  out  .  .  . 
Your  work  is  watched  with  much  interest  at  National. 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  pay  tribute  to  a  North  Carolina  man  this 
morning.  The  whole  Southern  Division  has  been  proud  of  the 
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brilliant  leadership  of  General  Albert  L.  Cox  in  the  National 
Defense  program.  The  Auxiliary  has  rendered  particular  out¬ 
standing  service  in  our  Defense  program.  I  want  to  remind  you 
again  of  the  Defense  Conference  and  what  a  large  part  it  plays 
in  our  program.  Five  years  ago  Claire  Oliphant  had  a  vision  and 
she  called  the  first  group  of  patriotic  women  together  .  .  .  You 
may  be  interested  to  know  that  at  the  beginning  of  this  year 
there  were  thirty  women’s  patriotic  organizations  in  this  group 
— ten  more  have  been  added  to  the  National  organization,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  forty  large  groups  of  women’s  patriotic  organiza¬ 
tions  banded  together  in  this  patriotic  program.  (Mrs.  Ficklen 
speaks  on  the  tremendous  opportunities  and  responsibilities 
offered  in  this  instance  and  urges  that  North  Carolina  give  her 
hearty  support.  She  states  that  year  by  year  the  gathering  in 
Washington  has  grown  larger  until  this  year  thirteen  hundred 
women  gathered  there  to  refute  the  claims  of  the  paid  prop¬ 
agandists  that  they  voice  the  sentiments  of  American  people. 
She  urges  that  we  see  with  a  clear  perspective  and  carry  that 
responsibility  wisely  and  well.) 

We  have  about  320,000  women  on  roll  at  National,  but  ex¬ 
pect  it  to  reach  330,000  before  the  year  closes.  That  much  gain 
during  the  year  tells  its  own  story.  You  have  become  the  largest 
women’s  organization  in  the  world,  which  is  very  significant  in 
the  nine  short  years  of  our  existence.  We  take  our  program  from 
the  Legion  and  our  success  will  endure  just  as  long  a^s  we  con¬ 
tinue  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  Legion.  I  wish  I  might  speak  to  you 
more  lengthily,  but  you  have  much  business  to  attend  to,  and  I 
must  not  take  much  more  of  your  time.  We  have  now  reached 
our  growth.  The  ten  years  which  have  gone  were  the  formative 
period;  it  is  now  time  to  try  our  wings  and  learn  to  fly.  It  seems 
to  me  time  to  take  firm  issues  on  questions  and  to  go  forward  to 
greater  success.  .  . 

Soon  we  shall  go  to  Louisville,  and  I  am  looking  forward  to 
having  lots  of  North  Carolina  people  with  us  there.  I  am  happy 
to  be  here — I  have  looked  forward  with  pleasure  to  being  with 
you,  and  I  wish  for  you  success  in  every  undertaking. 

President:  I  am  going  to  suggest  that  those  in  the  rear  of  the 
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room  move  to  the  vacant  seats  nearer  the  front  until  voting 
time. 

We  would  like  to  hear  a  word  of  greeting  from  our  neighbor 
and  friend,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Townes,  our  National  Chaplain. 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Townes,  Petersburg,  Va.,  National  Chaplain:  I 
do  want  to  thank  you  for  letting  me  come  back  to  your  Con¬ 
vention  again.  Ever  since  being  in  Charlotte,  I  have  looked 
forward  to  this  one.  I  have  not  only  followed  your  progress  this 
year  and  been  interested  in  your  success,  but  I  shall  cotninue  to 
do  so.  I  am  sure  those  of  you  who  heard  General  Summerall  this 
morning  came  away  with  the  same  thought  I  did.  Our  aims  and 
purposes  are  the  same  as  the  Legion  and  we  are  proud  to  be  the 
Legion’s  Auxiliary,  still  we  do  have  a  sphere  distinctly  our  own. 
We  have  inherited  something  of  infinite  value  from  the  deeds  of 
the  women  who  suffered  in  previous  wars.  For  this  reason  the 
obligation  to  “carry  on”  for  the  men  of  the  Legion  rests  most 
heavily,  because  we  are  to  keep  the  faith  with  those  women.  I 
was  particularly  impressed  with  General  Summerall  because  I 
do  feel  that  women  have  a  greater  part  to  play  then  ever  before. 
We  are  assuming  responsible  positions  in  the  Nation’s  affairs, 
we  are  building  for  posterity  and  we  must  be  guided  by  the 
right  principles — If  the  women  of  the  Auxiliary,  in  the  exercise 
of  their  citizenship,  will  take  these  things  into  consideration  we 
will  certainly  contribute  to  the  success  of  our  country. 

Again  I  thank  you  for  the  privilege  of  being  with  you  at  this 
Convention  and  I  wish  for  you  every  success. 

President:  Now  we  will  have  the  report  of  our  First  Vice 
President,  Mrs.  Ed  Benbow. 

REPORT  OF  FIRST  VICE  PRESIDENT 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Guests  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion 

Auxiliary: 

My  duties  this  year  as  your  First  Vice  President  have  been  interesting  and 
very  pleasant,  and  for  the  honor  of  having  served  with  Mrs.  Iseley,  I  am  deeply 
grateful. 

I  have  attended  all  Executive  Board  meetings  of  the  year,  held  in  Raleigh, 
Winston-Salem,  Greensboro  and  Raleigh,  and  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to  meet 
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and  know  the  members  who  are  serving  this  year  for  the  first  time.  I  have 
attended  the  second  and  fifth  District  meetings  held  in  Wilson  and  Oxford.  In 
both  towns  we  were  royally  entertained,  and  the  interesting  business  sessions 
were  filled  with  every  evidence  of  steady  growth.  It  was  a  great  disappointment 
that  due  to  illness  I  missed  the  meetings  of  the  fourth,  seventh  and  ninth 
Districts  to  which  I  had  received  invitations.  In  December  when  our  President 
was  out  of  the  State,  I  attended  as  her  representative  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Posts  and  Units  of  the  Fourth  District.  This  was  a  most  enthusiastic  meeting 
and  while  it  was  their  first  joint  affair,  I  am  quite  sure  it  will  not  be  the  last. 

Early  in  March  the  Post  and  Unit  Officers  conference  was  held  in  Greensboro. 
This  was  largely  attended  and  we  were  particularly  happy  to  have  with  us  Mrs. 
Louis  Julienne,  our  Southern  Vice  President  and  National  Commander  McNutt. 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  serving  as  general  Chairman  from  the  Auxiliary. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  things  I  have  done  this  year  was  helping  Mrs. 
White,  Fifth  District  Committeewoman  organize  a  new  Unit  in  Burlington 
and  what  we  referred  to  at  first  as  our  baby  Unit,  soon  grew  into  one  of  our 
larger  ones.  There  is  a  wonderful  spirit  in  Burlington  and  I  am  sure  they  will  go 
forward.  Due  to  the  fact  neither  Mrs.  Norfleet,  our  beloved  Child  Welfare 
Chairman,  nor  our  President  could  attend  the  Child  Welfare  Conference  of  Area 
C,  I  was  asked  to  represent  North  Carolina.  This  Conference  was  held  in  Jack- 
son,  Miss.,  and  was  a  real  working  conference  composed  of  men  and  women 
whose  hearts  and  minds  were  filled  with  the  problems  confronting  us.  Men  and 
women  who  were  kenly  interested  in  hearing  what  is  being  done  in  other  states, 
and  where  they  are  falling  short.  I  was  indeed  proud  of  our  work  in  this  State 
under  Miss  Gray  and  Mrs.  Norfleet. 

In  closing,  may  I  express  to  you  my  appreciation  for  the  privilege  of  having 
served,  even  in  this  small  way — and  tell  you  that  my  whole  heart  is  with  you 
always  in  this  work  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Anne  Benbow,  (Mrs.  Ed) 

First  Vice  President. 

Mrs.  Benbow:  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 
Seconded  by  Mrs.  Norfleet — all  voting  “Aye.”  Duly  accepted. 

President:  We  will  now  hear  the  report  of  Mrs.  Miller,  our 
Second  Vice  President. 

REPORT  OF  SECOND  VICE  PRESIDENT 

To  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary ,  Department  of  North  Carolina ,  in  Convention 

Assembled : 

It  was  an  unexpected  honor  to  be  chosen  as  your  Second  V  ice  President  at 
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the  Unit  and  Post  Officers  Conference  in  Greensboro  on  March  1st  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  Mrs.  Homer  Beaman  whose  resignation  was  accepted  with 
regret. 

At  the  Executive  board  meeting  it  was  my  privilege  to  make  the  motion  by 
which  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass  was  unanimously  endorsed  for  National  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  so  that  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  might  have  the  honor  of  present¬ 
ing  her  name  to  the  next  National  Convention.  In  the  evening  a  dinner  honoring 
Mrs.  Louis  N.  Julienne  was  given  by  the  Executive  Board.  Following  this  a 
joint  session  of  the  Auxiliary  and  Legion  was  held  at  which  National  Commander 
Paul  V.  McNutt  and  Mrs.  Julienne  made  most  comprehensive  speeches  on  the 
work  which  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  are  doing.  A  dance  at  the  King  Cotton 
Hotel  concluded  the  delightful  courtesies  extended  to  all  by  the  Greensboro 
Unit. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  attend  the  8th  District  meeting  and  enjoy  the  hospit¬ 
ality  of  the  Concord  Unit  at  luncheon. 

On  May  22-24  our  National  President,  Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklen,  Jr.,  visited  our 
Department.  Hornet’s  Net  Unit  of  Charlotte  was  hostess.  As  a  member  of  the 
reception  committee  it  was  my  pleasant  duty  to  meet  guests  from  many  Units 
throughout  the  State  who  had  come  to  join  with  us  in  honoring  our  distin¬ 
guished  guest  at  a  luncheon.  A  dinner  at  the  Country  Club  and  a  tea  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Ralph  Van  Landingham  were  also  attended.  Thursday  evening 
the  Executive  Board  gave  a  dinner  honoring  Mrs.  Ficklen.  After  dinner  in¬ 
formal  discussion  of  various  Auxiliary  problems  and  projects  brought  forth  the 
hearty  approval  of  Mrs.  Ficklen  of  the  rehabilitation  program  adopted  by  the 
Department  the  past  year.  As  your  representative  I  attended  the  joint  Memorial 
Service  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  of  my  home  Unit. 

The  house  party  given  at  Boone  by  Mr.  Harry  Vass  to  members  of  the 
Department  Executive  board  was  a  courtesy  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  who  were 
present. 

At  the  request  of  the  President  and  Membership  Chairman,  I  have  written  a 
number  of  letters  urging  increased  membership. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  and  honor  to  serve  with  our  President,  and  I  wish  to 
pay  a  tribute  to  her  for  her  sincerity,  honesty  and  zeal  in  promoting  the  work  of 
our  Auxiliary. 

To  comply  with  all  requests  of  our  President  has  been  my  desire,  and  my  only 
regret  is  that  I  could  not  give  greater  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Myrtle  Bowman  Miller,  (Mrs.  Reverdy  J.) 

Second  Vice  President. 

Mrs.  Miller:  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Vass  and  passed,  by  all  voting  “Aye.” 
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At  this  time  Mrs.  Glenn  Long  accompained  by  Mrs.  Jim 
Briggs,  entertained  the  audience  with  a  solo. 

President:  Mrs.  Richard  C.  Springs,  our  Department  Chap¬ 
lain,  will  now  make  her  report. 

REPORT  OF  DEPARTMENT  CHAPLAIN 

Madam  President ,  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  Distinguished 

Guests: 

It  has  indeed  been  a  privilege  for  me  to  serve  as  Department  Chaplain  and  I 
appreciate  more  than  I  can  express  the  honor  given  me.  The  question  has  been 
asked  from  time  to  time  if  there  were  any  “Special”  duties  for  Chaplain  other 
than  giving  invocations  at  meetings  and  the  answer  was  “There  are  no  duties 
outlined,”  but  believing  the  office  of  Chaplain  could  be  utilized  in  other  ways, 
I  planned  many  things  to  do  and  regret  exceedingly  I  have  not  been  able  to 
fully  carry  out  those  plans.  You  have  been  in  my  thoughts  and  prayers  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  I  have  been  keenly  interested  in  the  activities  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  I  have  written  a  number  of  letters — many  of  them  were  to  our  President 
in  reply  to  ones  received  from  her,  which  I  have  always  tried  to  answer  promptly. 
It  has  been  such  a  pleasure  to  read  the  fine  bulletins  written  by  our  Department 
Chairmen  of  Committees  and  sent  out  by  our  faithful  and  efficient  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Powell.  Earnestness  and  enthusiasm  were  revealed  in  those  bulletins. 

On  March  1  I  attended  a  Unit  and  Post  Officers  conference  in  Greensboro. 
The  joint  session  was  held  in  the  morning  in  the  Assembly  room  of  the  County 
court  house,  after  which  a  luncheon  was  served  at  the  King  Cotton  Hotel.  At 
two  o’clock  there  was  an  Auxiliary  Conference  followed  by  an  Executive  commit¬ 
tee  meeting.  There  were  many  fine  reports  given  and  much  interest  manifested. 
At  six  o’clock  in  one  of  the  private  dining  rooms  of  the  King  Cotton  Hotel  our 
Executive  Board  gave  a  dinner  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Louis  Julienne,  National  Vice 
President,  Southern  Division  and  at  8  p.m.  we  attended  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Legion  and  Auxiliary,  at  which  time  we  heard  most  inspiring  addresses  by 
Mrs.  Julienne  and  National  Commander  Paul  V.  McNutt  of  the  American 
Legion.  The  Henry  K.  Burtner  Post  and  Auxiliary  left  nothing  undone  for 
our  pleasure  and  comfort  and  the  day  spent  in  Greensboro  shall  ever  be  a 
bright  spot  in  my  memory. 

On  May  22  and  23  it  was  our  pleasure  to  have  as  our  guest  in  Charlotte  our 
National  President,  Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklen,  who  brought  us  such  a  fine  message  at 
a  luncheon  given  in  her  honor  by  Hornet’s  Nest  Unit,  May  23  in  the  ball  room 
of  Hotel  Charlotte.  That  afternoon  I  attended  a  reception  given  for  her  by  Mrs. 
Ralph  Van  Landingham  at  her  home.  In  the  evening  our  Executive  Board  gave 
a  dinner  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Ficklen  in  one  of  the  private  dining  rooms  of  Hotel 
Charlotte.  Another  distinguished  guest,  was  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  National  Commit- 
teewoman.  “Poppy  Day”  was  a  very  busy  and  a  very  happy  one  for  me.  I 
assisted  in  counting  money  brought  in  from  sales  of  the  little  red  flower.  This 
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work  has  always  been  nearer  to  my  heart  than  any  other  Auxiliary  endeavor, 
because  every  cent  derived  from  the  sales  goes  for  the  comfort  of  our  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  and  their  families. 

Memorial  Day  I  took  part  on  the  program  given  by  Hornet’s  Nest  Post  and 
Unit  at  Elwood  Cemetery,  Charlotte.  I  regretted  not  being  able  to  attend  the 
Executive  Board  meeting  in  Winston-Salem  June  6th  and  the  house  party  given 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vass  at  Boone,  but  as  I  was  taking  an  active  part  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  Reunion  being  held  in  our  City,  it  was  impossible  to  leave. 

I  thoroughly  appreciate  the  opportunity  of  being  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Board  and  being  associated  with  our  wonderful  President  and  the  other  five 
officers.  Peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed,  which  has  helped  bring  about 
a  most  successful  year. 

Mrs.  Iseley,  you  have  made  an  ideal  leader,  and  I  heartily  congratulate  you  on 
everything  you  have  accomplished,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  help  and  inspira¬ 
tion  received.  You  have  given  us  a  strong  example  of  unselfish  service  and  have 
been  an  incentive  for  greater  efforts. 

I  thank  you,  Mrs.  Powell,  for  your  promptness  in  sending  me  mimeographed 
copies  of  bulletins  and  letters  and  for  all  you  have  done  to  make  our  year’s  work 
a  success. 

I  assure  you  my  office  as  Chaplain  shall  ever  be  a  pleasant  memory.  In  con¬ 
clusion,  let  me  ask  that  you  make  the  following  lines  your  special  prayer  in  the 
days  to  follow: 

Lord,  let  me  live  from  day  to  day 
In  such  a  self  forgetful  way 
That  even  when  I  kneel  to  pray 
My  prayer  shall  be  for  others. 

Help  me  in  all  the  work  I  do 
To  ever  be  sincere  and  true, 

And  know  that  all  I  do  for  you 
Must  needs  be  done  for  others. 

Others,  Lord,  yes  others, 

Let  this  my  motto  be, 

Help  me  to  live  for  others 
That  I  may  live  like  Thee. 

Mrs.  Richard  Springs, 
Chaplain,  Department  of  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Springs  moves  the  adoption  of  her  report: 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Benbow — all  voting  “Aye.” 

President:  Owing  to  the  fact  that  we  were  longer  at  the  joint 
session  than  we  expected  to  be  we  are  not  able  to  complete  our 
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morning  program,  but  we  have  no  intention  of  leaving  out  the 
interesting  reports  prepared  for  you  by  our  District  Committee- 
women,  and  we  will  continue  our  program  tomorrow  morning. 

Mrs.  Bailey,  President  of  the  Raleigh  Unit  has  some  an¬ 
nouncements  she  wishes  to  make: 

Mrs.  Bailey:  I  want  to  invite  you  to  a  luncheon  at  the 
Woman’s  Club  immediately  when  you  leave  here.  At  two  o’clock 
cars  and  busses  will  be  here  to  take  all  those  who  care  to  go  to 
Riddick  field  to  see  the  drum  and  bugle  corps  and  Auxiliary 
Drill  teams.  The.se  cars  will  bring  you  back  if  you  come  by  4:30. 
At  5:30  the  Woman’s  Club  will  entertain  you  at  a  tea  at  the 
same  place  the  luncheon  is  given  now.  I  hope  that  you  will  all 
attend  this  tea.  If  you  have  not  registered  before,  there  will  be 
some  one  at  the  Woman’s  Club  when  you  go  from  here  who  will 
register  you — be  sure  all  delegates,  alternates  and  guests  are 
registered. 

President:  The  Convention  will  now  recess  until  tomorrow 
morning  at  8:45.  I  have  moved  it  up  fifteen  minutes.  Please  be 
here  promptly  at  8:45. 


SECOND  DAY 

Tuesday  Morning,  August  27,  1929. 

Convention  called  to  order  by  Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow,  First  Vice 
President. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag,  led  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher, 
Department  Americanism  Chairman. 

Reading  of  Preamble,  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher. 

The  Secretary  calls  the  roll  and  the  Units  answer  with  number 
of  delegates,  alternates  and  guests  present. 

The  following  telegrams  were  read: 

Lexington,  N.  C.,  August  26,  1929 

Mrs.  George  Iseley,  State  President  American  Legion  Auxiliary ,  Raleigh , 
N.  C. 

Greetings  and  all  good  wishes  for  the  Convention.  My  warm  personal  regards 
for  the  distinguished  guests.  Keenly  regret  that  I  can’t  be  present  for  I  have  a 
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burning  interest  in  the  Auxiliary  effort  to  aid  and  cheer  the  disabled  and  their 
dependents.  My  love  to  all — with  a  big  share  for  the  Raleigh  Unit. 

Auvila  Lindsay  Lowe. 
Palatka,  Fla.,  August  26,  1929. 

Department  President  Convention  Headquarters  American  Legion  Auxiliary , 
Department  of  North  Carolina ,  Raleigh ,  N.  C. 

The  Department  of  Florida  send  greetings  and  best  wishes  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Bartholomew, 
Department  President. 

Salters  Point,  Mass.,  August  26,  1929. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Department  President  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Raleigh ,  N.  C. 

Sorry  I  cannot  be  with  you.  Thanks  for  your  invitation.  Greetings  to  you  all. 
Looking  forward  to  seeing  you  at  parley  dinner  Louisville,  September  twenty- 
ninth.  Best  wishes  for  a  most  successful  convention. 

Gwendolyn  B.  Knowlton, 
National  Chairman,  Past  Presidents  Parley. 

Chicago,  III.,  August  26,  1929. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Department  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Headquarters,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

I  regret  I  cannot  attend  your  convention,  but  wish  you  a  very  successful  one. 

Pearl  A.  Duncan, 
President  Department  of  Illinois. 


President:  Mrs.  L.  J.  Herring  wishes  to  meet  the  Rules 
Committee  at  once. 

Mrs.  Ed  Benbow  takes  the  chair. 

Mrs.  Ed  Benbow:  At  this  time  we  will  have  the  report  of  the 
Secretary. 

REPORT  OF  SECRETARY 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Guests  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

When  I  was  called  upon  to  take  the  office  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  Mrs.  H.  A.  Mooneyham  who  had  to  leave  the  city,  I 
hardly  knew  what  to  tell  our  President.  However,  I  promised  her  to  do  my  best. 
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Taking  up  the  work  at  a  time  when  every  one  was  trying  to  get  things  in  line  to 
make  the  Christmas  for  the  many  less  fortunate  men  at  Oteen  a  real  Christmas, 
I  gained  much  valuable  information.  There  has  been  approximately  the  follow¬ 
ing  number  of  letters,  telegrams,  and  telephone  calls  received  and  sent  by  the 


Department: 

Letters  received . 2,300 

Letters  written . 2,500 

Telegrams  received .  100 

Telegrams  sent .  120 

Incoming  telephone  calls .  125 

Outgoing  telephone  calls .  115 


Messages  from  the  President  to  the  units,  bulletins  from  the  various  Chair¬ 
men  of  Standing  committees  have  been  mimeographed  and  mailed  out  from  the 
Department  to  the  amount  of  about  100  copies.  Around  9,000  sheets  of  Con¬ 
vention  reports  of  Chairmen  of  Committees  have  been  mimeographed  to  be 
distributed  to  the  delegates  present  at  the  convention.  In  addition  to  all  this, 
remittance  sheets  application  blanks,  transfer  blanks,  and  membership  cards 
have  been  sent  to  the  Unit  Secretaries  upon  request.  Special  stress  has  been 
made  on  the  study  of  the  Flag  Codes,  and  we  have  mailed  out  835  to  the  Units 
this  year.  Stationery  has  been  supplied  the  Chairmen  of  Standing  Committees 
and  the  District  Committeewomen  and  officers.  A  mailing  list  was  supplied 
National  and  all  literature  from  National  was  sent  direct  to  the  Units,  which 
was  a  great  help  to  the  Department. 

Your  Secretary  has  had  the  very  great  pleasure  of  attending  the  following 
meetings  this  year:  A  joint  Fourth  District  meeting  held  at  the  Sir  Walter 
Hotel,  Fourth  District  meeting  in  Henderson,  Unit  and  Post  Officers  conference 
at  the  King  Cotton  Hotel  in  Greensboro,  a  business  trip  to  Smithfield,  a  Unit 
meeting  at  Fuquay  Springs.  I  shall  not  go  into  detail  as  to  how  much  informa¬ 
tion  I  gained  or  how  much  these  meetings  were  enjoyed  because  it  would  take 
all  of  my  time. 

The  second  day  of  each  month  has  been  set  aside  this  year  in  which  to  send 
out  help,  that  is,  get  out  the  Child  Welfare  checks,  and  checks  to  our  Service 
Worker  for  the  central  fund  (this  money  being  used  for  the  noncompensation 
men  at  Oteen)  and  the  Rehabilitation  Fund  (this  money  being  spent  for  any 
man  in  need  whether  compensated  or  noncompensated  in  the  hospital.) 

Your  President  and  Secretary  handled  around  133,000  poppies,  counting  and 
re-shipping  them  to  the  Units  and  Posts.  In  addition  to  the  poppies  we  also 
remailed: 

849  auto  stickers. 

99  posters. 

101  window  cards. 

As  a  whole  we  have  had  excellent  cooperation  from  the  Units  this  year,  and 
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your  Secretary  wishes  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  each  one  for  the 
part  that  you  have  played  in  making  this  year  what  it  has  been.  Cooperation  is 
the  only  way  that  the  Department  can  be  a  success. 

May  I  add  in  closing  that  our  President  has  been  an  ever-present  help  and 
inspiration  to  your  Secretary  this  year,  and  without  her  valuable  assistance  I 
could  never  have  carried  on. 

Allow  me  to  offer  the  following  recommendations: 

First.  That  a  full  time  Secretary-Treasurer  be  appointed  and  a  sufficient 
increase  in  salary  be  given  her. 

Second.  That  the  Unit  Secretaries  see  that  all  applications  are  correctly 
filled  out  in  every  detail  before  they  are  forwarded  to  Department  headquarters, 
also  remittance  sheets  properly  filled  out.  All  of  this  will  save  time,  both  on  the 
part  of  the  Unit  Secretary  and  the  Department  Secretary.  We  have  had  quite 
a  lot  of  trouble  with  that  this  year  with  a  number  of  Units.  Also  please  check 
your  remittance  sheets  very  carefully  and  see  that  there  are  no  duplications. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell, 

Secretary. 

Mrs.  Powell:  Madam  President,  I  move  the  acceptance  of 
this  report. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  McGeachy. 

President:  The  recommendations  in  this  report  must  be 
passed  on  separately. 

Mrs.  Miller:  I  move  that  the  first  recommendation  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mrs.  Vass  seconds  this  motion.  All  vote  “Aye.” 

After  reading  the  second  recommendation  again,  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Geachy  moves  that  it  be  accepted.  Mrs.  Martin  seconds  it  and 
all  vote  “Aye.” 

President:  We  will  now  have  the  report  of  the  Treasurer: 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT 


Summary  of  Receipts 

and  Disbursements  of  Funds,  August 

12,  1929 

Balance 

Balance 

on  Hand 

Receipts 

Disbursements 

on  Hand 

10-20-29 

8-12-29 

• 

General  Fund . 

3  944. 27 

3  4,149.64 

3  3,390.  11 

31,703.80 

Emergency  Fund  . 

231.88 

6.  10 

237.  98 

National  Child  Welfare 

Fund . 

28.  50 

28.  50 

National  Dues . 

1 , 196. 00 

1,197.  60 

*1.60 

State  Rehabilitation 

Fund . 

654.  91 

1,337.30 

1,391.04 

601. 17 

Oteen  Nurses  Fund . 

2,308.97 

2,118.25 

2,780.55 

1,646.  67 

Poppy  Fund . 

3,095.84 

3,095.84. 

Central  Fund . 

2,570.  71 

2,289.  50 

281.21 

Service  Worker’s  Fund.  .  . 

969.  87 

802.  75 

167. 12 

History  Fund . 

83.  50 

83.50 

Unit  Tax . 

1,024.  40 

1,024.  40. 

National  Rehabilitation 

Tax . 

433.00 

446. 10 

*13. 10 

34,140.  03 

317,013. 11 

316,417.89  34,735.25 

*Shows  deficit. 


Mrs.  Powell:  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Miller.  Unanimously  passed. 

President:  We  have  a  very  great  treat  in  store — Miss  Russ 
“Sweetheart”  of  the  Beaufort  County  Post,  is  going  to  sing  for 
us. 

Miss  Zelma  Russ  sings  two  selections. 

President:  I  am  sure  we  feel  that  the  Washington  post  has 
excellent  taste.  We  thank  you,  Miss  Russ. 

We  will  now  have  the  report  of  the  First  District  Committee- 
woman. 


REPORT  OF  FIRST  DISTRICT 
(Read  by  Mrs.  Rodman,  Alternate.) 


An  inventory  always  reveals  success  or  failure,  it  makes  us  happy  or  sad.  So 
it  is  with  the  report  of  the  first  District  Committeewoman.  While  it  reveals 
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many  imperfections,  on  the  whole  I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  the  follow¬ 
ing  report: 

A.  Report  of  membership  according  to  Mrs.  Powell’s  record — 


1928 

1929 

Washington . 

.  64 

64 

Greenville . 

.  57  . 

73 

Columbia . 

.  14 

25 

As  a  District  we  have  made  more  than  10  per  cent  increase  in  membership. 

B.  Outstanding  activity  of  the  year — 

1.  Washington,  while  doing  its  duty  in  every  phase  of  work,  feels  most 
keenly  the  need  of  rehabilitation  work.  For  so  small  a  Unit  it  has  given  the 
remarkable  sum  of  #340  to  the  many  calls  for  rehabilitation  money. 

2.  Greenville  elected  to  honor  the  Pitt  County  heroes  although  it  didn’t 
forget  the  disabled  from  other  states  as  well  as  North  Carolina.  The  Greenville 
Auxiliary  received  from  the  Highway  Commission  the  beautiful  bridge  leading 
into  Greenville  and  dedicated  it  to  the  World  War  Veterans  of  Pitt  county. 
They  have  placed  a  marker  at  each  end  of  the  bridge  announcing  the  fact  to  all 
who  pass  that  way. 

3.  Columbia,  the  infant  unit  of  the  First  District,  is  justly  proud  of  the 
greatest  increase  in  membership. 

C.  Our  Department  President  attended  meetings  of  each  unit  of  the  First 
District,  bringing  her  message  of  unselfish,  enthusiastic  service  and  clearing  up 
for  them  many  confused  ideas.  No  Unit  can  receive  a  visit  from  Mrs.  Iseley  and 
not  be  a  stronger  Unit. 

D.  As  District  Committeewoman  I  attended  the  Post  Officers  Conference 
at  Greensboro  and  a  joint  District  meeting  at  Greenville. 

The  associations  with  co-workers  in  my  District  and  in  the  State  have  been 
most  pleasant  and  their  cooperation,  the  keynote  to  whatever  success  the  First 
District  may  claim. 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Frank, 
First  District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Rodman  moves  the  acceptance  of  the  report.  Duly 
seconded  and  passed. 

REPORT  OF  SECOND  DISTRICT 

The  second  District,  consisting  of  seven  active  Units  with  a  membership  of 
350 — the  largest  membership  in  the  history  of  the  district — has  made  a  fine 
record  despite  the  flu  epidemic  and  bank  failures.  Each  Unit  has  paid  all  assess¬ 
ments  and  contributed  to  all  causes.  This  year  each  Unit  was  contacted,  either 
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by  personal  visit  or  by  mail.  Over  one  hundred  and  fifty  letters  have  been 
written  to  the  Units,  Department  and  various  Chairmen  in  the  interest  of  the 
Auxiliary  work. 

During  my  two  years  service  as  District  Committeewoman,  I  have  attended 
every  Executive  Board  meeting  called  by  the  Department  President.  In  order 
to  increase  the  interest  in  membership,  35.00  was  offered  to  the  Unit  having  the 
greatest  increase  in  membership  over  last  year’s  membership,  this  was  won  by 
the  Kinston  Unit.  The  Weldon  Unit  will  receive  a  National  citation  for  having 
full  paid  membership  by  January  1.  This  Unit  won  last  year  the  Carolina 
Settle  Wilkes  trophy.  A  set  of  five  volumes  “America”  has  been  given  by  the 
Wilson  Unit  to  the  Wilson  County  Library  in  memory  of  the  boys  who  made 
the  supreme  sacrifice.  Snow  Hill  has  done  outstanding  work  in  reviving  the 
Post  of  that  town.  All  the  Units  have  done  exceptional  work  in  Rehabilitation, 
especially  at  Christmas. 

The  District  meeting  was  held  in  Wilson,  March  12 — a  joint  meeting  with 
the  Post.  There  were  about  seventy  present — Kinston,  Wilson,  Scotland  Neck, 
Weldon,  Tarboro  and  Warrenton  being  represented.  The  outstanding  speakers 
were  Mrs.  G.  A.  Iseley,  Department  President,  Col.  George  Freeman,  National 
Committeeman.  Interesting  and  helpful  talks  were  also  made  by  Mrs.  Ed 
Benbow,  Department  first  Vice  President,  Mrs.  V.  Ben  White,  Fifth  District 
Committeewoman,  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchinson,  Service  officer. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Mrs.  G.  A.  Iseley,  Department 
President,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell,  Department  Secretary,  for  their  support  and  un¬ 
tiring  efforts:  also  Mrs.  W.  T.  Suiter,  Alternate  Committeewoman,  for  her 
loyalty  and  cooperation. 

I  further  wish  to  thank  the  Unit  Presidents  and  Auxiliary  members  who  have 
assisted  so  earnestly  in  making  the  work  a  success.  I  am  proud  of  this  District 
and  it  has  been  a  pleasure  and  an  honor  to  have  served  these  two  years. 

Hettie  W.  McGeachy  (Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy) 

Second  District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  moves  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  Mrs. 
Benbow  seconds  it,  and  it  is  passed. 

REPORT  OF  THIRD  DISTRICT 

As  Committeewoman  of  Third  District  for  the  year  1928-29  I  wish  to  submit 
the  following  report:  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  I  was  not  able  to  attend 
either  District  meeting  on  account  of  teaching.  I  wasn’t  able  to  attend  either  of 
the  Executive  Committee  sessions. 

Efforts  were  made  by  Mrs.  Iseley  and  myself  to  organize  Units  in  Clinton 
and  Fremont.  We  have  a  promise  to  organize  one  in  Fremont  as  soon  as  the 
Legion  becomes  stronger  and  more  active.  I  have  written  eight  letters  to  the 
Units.  The  Third  District  is  composed  of  three  towns — New  Bern,  Morehead 
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City  and  Goldsboro.  We  have  186  members,  an  increase  of  36  over  last  year. 
The  outstanding  Unit  activity  from  Goldsboro  was  a  bridge  party  in  which  we 
cleared  #105.  I  regret  to  report  I  have  no  report  on  this  from  the  other  two 
Units.  I  held  my  report  until  the  last  minute,  expecting  letters  giving  me  their 
reports  I  had  written  for.  I  am  sure  they  did  some  very  good  outstanding  work 
though. 

Magdalene  Hummell, 
Third  District  Committeezvoman. 

Miss  Hummell  moves  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  Duly 
seconded  and  passed. 

REPORT  OF  FOURTH  DISTRICT 

There  are  nine  Units  in  the  Fourth  District  which  represent  a  membership  of 
645.  Five  have  made  an  increase,  while  Siler  City  has  more  than  doubled  last 
year’s  membership.  One  new  Unit  has  been  organized  at  Wake  Forest.  On 
December  4  attendended  a  most  successful  get-to-gether  dinner  in  Raleigh, 
which  was  arranged  by  Mr.  Stedman,  Fourth  District  Commander,  for  Legion¬ 
naires  and  Auxiliary  members  of  our  District.  More  than  300  were  present.  Mrs. 
Benbow,  First  Vice  President  was  an  honored  guest  and  speaker  at  that  time. 

The  annual  Fourth  District  meeting  to  which  the  Henderson  Unit  was  hostess 
was  held  in  Henderson  on  February  21.  We  were  privileged  to  have  with  us  as 
guests  and  speakers,  Mrs.  Iseley,  Department  President,  Mrs.  Norfleet,  Past 
Department  President  and  present  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  and  Mrs.  Hugh 
Perry,  Department  Chairman  of  Prison  Work,  and  General  Albert  L.  Cox, 
Chairman  of  National  Defense.  Reports  from  the  Units  represented  were  read. 
Although  because  of  bad  weather  the  attendance  was  not  large,  we  had  a 
delightful  meeting  for  which  we  felt  very  much  indebted  to  Mrs.  Jeannette  and 
the  other  ladies  of  the  Henderson  Unit.  I  have  visited  four  of  my  Units  and 
contacted  two  others  in  person.  The  remaining  three  have  been  contacted  by 
mail  or  wire.  I  have  written  about  100  letters,  sent  15  telegrams  and  made  25 
phone  calls  in  the  interest  of  the  work  in  this  District. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  attend  two  of  the  three  Executive  meetings  held  during 
the  year  and  the  Post  Officers  conference  in  Greensboro  on  March  1.  Each 
Unit  in  this  District  was  requested  to  send  me  a  description  of  the  outstanding 
activity  this  year.  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  only  four  Units  responded.  I  take 
pleasure  in  reading  the  following: 

Raleigh  reports  as  its  outstanding  activity,  Child  Welfare.  This  Unit  has 
spent  a  total  of  #522.35  and  has  contributed  #150  to  the  Oteen  Child  Clinic. 
Numerous  visits  and  investigations  were  made  which  resulted  in  45  children 
being  cared  for. 

Rocky  Mount  reports  rehabilitation  as  its  outstanding  activity.  Including 
contributions  to  the  Department  Rehabilitation  fund,  central  fund,  service 
worker,  local  work  and  the  boys  at  Oteen,  it  has  spend  #555.59.  The  Unit  also 
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helped  ten  ex-service  men  who  were  stranded  there  without  funds,  by  providing 
them  with  hotel  accommodationas  and  board. 

Louisburg  reports  that  while  it  has  engaged  in  many  different  activities 
during  the  year,  the  outstanding  work  has  been  in  child  welfare  which  is  of 
course  one  of  the  worthiest  causes  we  have. 

Henderson  reports  Memorial  work  as  her  outstanding  work.  On  Memorial 
Day  this  Unit  placed  32  bronze  markers  at  graves  of  ex-service  men  and  ordered 
five  monuments  for  the  graves. 

Fuquay  Springs  reports  as  its  outstanding  work  of  the  year,  considerable 
progress  in  furnishing  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  hut,  which  was  built  as  a 
memorial  to  the  men  of  that  community  who  died  in  service.  Most  of  the  money 
for  this  work  has  been  raised  by  serving  suppers  about  every  two  weeks  to 
local  clubs.  We  hope  to  complete  the  furnishing  of  this  hut,  which  is  used  as  a 
community  center  in  the  near  future. 

The  Unit  at  Wake  Forest  was  only  recently  organized;  so  of  course  it  has  no 
report. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  our  President,  Mrs.  Iseley,  and  Mrs.  Powell, 
our  Secretary,  for  the  much  needed  guidance  and  help  they  have  given  me  in 
my  work.  I  also  want  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  cooperation  that  has 
been  given  me  by  the  Units  of  the  Fourth  District.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to 
serve  you. 

Rebecca  P.  Ballentine, 
Fourth  District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Ballentine  moves  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  Seconded 
by  Mrs.  Benbow  and  passed. 

REPORT  OF  FIFTH  DISTRICT 

The  Fifth  District  had  nine  active  Units  and  a  membership  of  977,  when  the 
books  closed  August  10,  1929.  All  units  have  been  active  and  have  made  an 
enviable  record.  Six  are  hundred  per  cent  Units,  having  increased  their  member¬ 
ship  and  met  every  requirement  and  obligation  of  the  Department.  Two  Units 
won  a  National  citation  for  sending  in  a  paidup  membership  by  December  31, 
1928.  It  has  been  a  splendid  year,  and  I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
Presidents  of  the  Units  for  their  cooperation  and  congratulate  them  on  the  ex¬ 
cellent  work  they  have  done. 

Greensboro,  a  100  percent  unit,  has  excelled  in  all  activities.  Their  outstand¬ 
ing  feature  has  been  perfect  cooperation. 

Winston-Salem,  has  done  a  splendid  rehabilitation  work.  The  money  value 
of  this  activity  alone  was  $1,258.73. 

High  Point,  a  100  percent  Unit,  has  done  a  worth-while  bit  of  rehabilitation. 
They  are  giving  to  an  ex-service  man  who  is  in  the  last  stages  of  tuberculosis, 
not  only  the  necessities  of  life,  but  a  few  of  the  comforts.  When  they  found  that 
he  could  not  get  hospitalization,  they  secured  a  screened  and  electric  lighted 
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cottage  near  the  outskirts  of  High  Point  and  put  him  in  it.  This  Unit  is  planning 
to  care  for  him  as  long  as  he  lives. 

Oxford,  a  100  percent  Unit.  Their  outstanding  work  has  been  their  coopera¬ 
tion  with  their  Post,  which  has  resulted  in  building  up  the  Post  as  well  as  the 
Unit.  Their  work  in  membership  deserves  mention. 

Chapel  Hill,  a  100  percent  Unit.  Membership  increased  about  forty  per  cent. 
The  banquet  they  gave  the  Legion  with  Mrs.  Iseley  as  honor  guest,  was  a 
social  activity  which  brought  results. 

Mt.  Airy  has  done  some  local  Child  Welfare,  lending  their  helping  hand  to 
the  wife  and  children  of  an  ex-service  man  who  is  at  Oteen. 

Burlington,  a  100  percent  Unit,  has  done  many  outstanding  things  since 
their  organization,  but  the  most  worthwhile  is  that  of  actually  saving  a  life. 
They  found  an  ex-service  man  living  in  a  boarding  house,  delirious,  running  a 
temperature  of  105.  Doctors  pronounced  it  tubercular-pneumonia.  Burlington 
supplied  nurses,  doctors  and  necessities  for  eleven  days;  then  he  was  able  to  be 
moved  on  a  cot  to  Oteen. 

Leaksville-Spray,  a  100  percent  Unit,  has  done  a  [splendid  work*,  and  consider 
Home  Charities  their  outstanding  activity. 

Durham  has  created  such  a  local  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary,  that 
their  attendance  at  their  regular  meetings  has  more  than  doubled. 

One  new  Unit  was  organized  in  Burlington  in  November,  with  seventeen 
charter  members.  It  has  proved  to  be  one  of  our  banner  Units,  increasing  their 
membership  to  seventy-five  in  less  than  eight  months,  and  has  met  every  re¬ 
quirement  of  the  Department,  doing  the  work  of  a  veteran  organization.  I  am 
deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  Herbert  Wade,  Ex-commander  of  Walter  B.  Ellis  post, 
whose  interest  and  cooperation  made  the  organization  of  this  Unit  possible. 

During  the  year  I  have  personally  contacted  the  Units,  written  two  hundred 
and  forty  letters,  sent  ten  telegrams,  made  thirty  telephone  calls  and  several 
trips  to  Raleigh,  in  the  interest  of  our  work.  I  have  attended  all  meetings  of  the 
Executive  committee  called  by  the  Department  President,  also  attended  the 
Post  Officers  Conference  and  two  District  Meetings.  I  have  written  letters  to 
our  Congressmen,  urging  their  endorsement  of  the  various  bills  sponsored  by 
the  Auxiliary. 

The  Fifth  District  meeting  was  held  in  Oxford,  and  was  the  “Red  Letter 
Day”  of  my  administration.  Every  Unit  was  represented,  the  reports  were 
gratifying,  and  Mrs.  Iseley  our  honor  guest,  in  her  splendid  address,  gave  us 
just  the  inspiration  and  confidence  we  needed  to  carry  on.  I  offered  a  five  dollar 
gold  piece  to  the  Unit  sending  in  the  most  new  members  in  a  specified  length  of 
time.  This  was  won  by  the  Greensboro  Unit  and  presented  at  this  meeting. 

The  Oxford  Unit  entertained  us  beautifully,  and  I  wish  to  express  to  Miss 
Helen  Clement  and  the  members  of  her  Unit  my  sincere  appreciation. 

It  has  been  a  privilege  and  a  pleasure  to  serve  the  Fifth  District,  and  I  can¬ 
not  say  enough  in  praise  of  the  untiring  work  done  by  the  Presidents  of  the 
Units.  To  work  with  Mrs.  Iseley  the  Department  President,  and  Mrs.  Benbow, 
the  Department  Vice  President,  has  been  a  real  inspiration.  Their  interest  in 
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my  efforts  and  the  personal  contact  they  have  given,  has  meant  more  to  me 
and  to  the  Units,  than  I  am  able  to  express. 

I  regret  that  my  term  of  office  has  expired.  I  have  enjoyed  every  minute  of  it, 
and  shall  always  have  a  personal  interest  and  pride  in  the  Units  that  have  been 
a  part  of  me  for  the  past  two  years. 

Cecile  H.  White  (Mrs.  V.  Ben) 

Fifth  District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  White  moves  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  Seconded  by- 
Mrs.  Springs,  and  passed. 

REPORT  OF  SIXTH  DISTRICT 

As  District  Committeewoman  of  the  Sixth  District  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
covering  the  activities  of  the  Sixth  District,  and  the  various  units  comprising 
the  same  for  the  past  year. 

The  Sixth  District  now  has  six  active  Units  with  a  total  membership  of  392, 
or  an  increase  over  last  year’s  membership  of  77  members. 

There  has  been  one  new  unit  organized  in  the  Sixth  District  during  the  past 
year,  this  being  Maxton  Unit,  and  has  a  membership  of  twenty. 

The  District  meeting  was  held  in  St.  Pauls,  February  26, 1929,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  units  were  represented:  Dunn,  Lumberton,  St.  Paul,  and  Wilmington. 
Department  President,  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  and  Sixth  District  Commander, 
Mr.  H.  C.  Blackwell,  were  the  chief  speakers  and  they  brought  a  message  which 
was  helpful  and  inspiring. 

During  the  year  every  unit  has  been  contacted,  either  by  personal  visit  or  by 
mail.  I  have  written  more  than  fifty  letters  to  the  Units  and  and  Department  in 
the  interest  of  Auxiliary  work. 

I  attended  the  Post  and  Unit  Officers  Conference  held  in  Greensboro  in 
March. 

Each  Unit  in  my  District  was  requested  to  send  in  report  of  their  outstanding 
activity  but  I  regret  to  report  only  three  Units  have  made  their  reports,  which 
are  as  follows: 

Wilmington  Unit,  Post  No.  10,  for  year  ending  July  20,  outstanding  ac¬ 
tivity  was  the  work  done  in  their  Ward  at  Oteen.  The  cash  value  of  this  work 
was  3175.  Eash  month  they  sent  boxes  containing  something  to  comfort  and 
cheer  these  men.  They  placed  flags  and  flowers  on  all  world  war  soldiers’  graves, 
and  aided  one  mother  and  child  whose  husband  is  at  Oteen.  The  outstanding 
activity  of  Lumberton  Unit  No.  42  for  year  ending  July  20,  1929,  has  been  the 
erection  and  dedication  of  a  memorial  to  World  War  dead,  erected  at  corner  of 
Second  and  Chestnut  streets,  Lumberton,  this  being  in  their  American  Legion 
Park. 

The  outstanding  activity  of  Forrest  Unit  No.  5,  of  St.  Paul,  was  the  large  in¬ 
crease  in  membership  over  previous  year,  this  Unit  having  won  a  national 
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citation  for  its  increase  in  membership.  They  donated  and  paid  from  the  Trea¬ 
sury  for  various  causes  including  local  work  3541.12. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Burney, 
Sixth  District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Burney  moves  the  adoption  of  her  report.  Seconded  by 
Mrs.  White  and  passed. 

REPORT  OF  SEVENTH  DISTRICT 

As  District  Committeewoman  for  the  Seventh  District,  I  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report  for  the  year  1928  and  1929: 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Seventh  District  was  composed  of  ten 
Auxiliary  Units.  During  the  year  the  charter  of  Carthage  has  been  revoked  and 
a  new  Unit  of  twenty-five  members  organized  at  Hamlet.  The  total  member¬ 
ship  of  the  District  on  August  10  was  540;  or  an  average  of  54  members  per 
unit.  Though  the  total  membership  of  the  District  is  not  quite  so  large  as  last 
year,  several  Units  have  increased  their  membership  and  splendid  work  has 
been  done  and  increased  interest  noted. 

I  have  attended  every  Executive  Board  meeting  held  during  the  year.  I  also 
atended  the  Unit  and  Post  officers  conference  held  in  Greensboro. 

The  Seventh  District  held  a  splendid  District  meeting  in  Asheboro  on  May  15 
of  this  year.  Mrs.  Iseley,  Department  President,  and  Mrs.  Frank  Petway, 
Poppy  Chairman,  were  principal  speakers  at  this  time.  The  reports  from  the 
Units  showed  much  work  and  interest  in  the  work.  The  District  indorsed  the 
idea  of  a  Poppy  Field  for  every  Unit  the  coming  year.  The  following  officers 
were  nominated  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Mrs.  Roy  E.  Pushee,  Seventh  District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  R.  B.  Little,  Alternate. 

The  committeewoman  nominated  has  since  resigned. 

After  the  business  meeting  we  were  charmingly  entertained  as  the  guests  of 
the  Asheboro  Unit  for  luncheon. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  personal  visits  to  eight  of  my  Units  and  the 
Department  President  and  myself  made  talks  at  Unit  Meetings.  We  especially 
stressed  increased  membership  at  this  time  and  also  explained  to  Units  any 
questions  arising.  I  have  written  over  a  hundred  letters  to  my  Units  during  the 
year  and  have  contacted  each  one  with  telegrams  urging  them  to  support  the 
Cruiser  bill. 

Following  are  important  items  in  Unit  reports: 

North  Wilkesboro  reported  that  they  provided  for  three  families  with  child¬ 
ren,  also  had  a  splendid  Flag  Code  week  program. 

Lexington  reported  raising  3100  toward  paying  for  their  hut,  besides  meeting 
all  Auxiliary  obligations  and  local  calls. 

Sanford  reported  aid  given  to  fifteen  needy  families.  Oteen  goods  sold. 
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Though  their  membership  is  not  so  large  as  last  year  they  have  had  a  very 
successful  year  especially  from  a  financial  standpoint. 

Asheboro  fed  and  clothed  a  family  of  seven  during  the  winter  besides  aiding 
several  other  families  some.  Also  entertained  District  meeting. 

Hamlet,  our  baby  Unit,  has  had  a  very  interested  Unit.  They  made  an 
especially  fine  record  on  their  poppy  sale. 

Monroe  has  done  interesting  work,  and  were  the  originators  of  the  Poppy 
Field  idea. 

Troy  has  spent  most  of  their  money  aiding  local  cases.  Several  families  having 
been  helped  during  the  year. 

Southern  Pines  has  few  needy  families  near,  but  has  given  freely  to  boys  at 
Oteen  and  to  the  Central  fund. 

Wadesboro  has  been  quite  late  getting  in  memberships  for  the  year,  but  has 
functioned  in  local  work. 

Raeford  has  done  most  of  their  work  locally.  They  say  that  it  is  very  hard  for 
them  to  make  money. 

Without  a  doubt  the  outstanding  work  done  by  the  District  has  been  local 
rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare  work. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  great  appreciation  to  our  Department  officers 
and  especially  to  Mrs.  George  A.  Isley,  Department  President,  for  their  coopera¬ 
tion  and  help;  and  I  wish,  to  especially  thank  my  Units  for  their  assistance  in 
making  my  year’s  work  most  pleasant. 

Mrs.  G.  P.  Pritchard, 
Seventh  District  Committee  woman. 

Mrs.  Pritchard  moves  the  aceptance  of  her  report.  Seconded 
by  Mrs.  Norfleet  and  passed. 

Mrs.  Iseley:  I  recognize  Department  Commander  Cherry 
and  the  Department  Adjuant,  Mr.  Calwdell. 

The  Chief  Page  conducts  them  to  the  stage. 

Mrs.  Iseley: — These  two  gentlemen  have  a  very  busy  pro¬ 
gram  ahead  of  them  and  we  will  stop  our  business  program  and 
hear  from  them.  We  are  so  closely  associated  with  the  Legion 
that  our  program  would  not  be  complete  without  a  word  from 
our  Commander.  Mr.  Cherry,  we  are  just  as  glad  to  have  you 
with  us  as  we  can  be.  Mr.  Cherry  has  done  everything  we  have 
asked  him  to  do  this  year,  except  let  us  have  the  Legion’s 
money,  and  now  we  are  going  to  ask  him  to  tell  us  why  he 
wouldn’t  do  this. 

Commander  R. Gregg  Cherry:  Madam  President,  Members 
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of  the  Auxiliary,  Distinguished  Guests.  I  assure  you  that  it  is 
splendid  to  have  the  opportunity  and  privilege  of  appearing 
before  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxili¬ 
ary.  I  am  happy  for  thife  privilege  because  deep  in  my  heart  I  so 
thoroughly  appreciate  the  high  purposes  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary.  The  Legion  never  came  to  the  realization,  or 
never  started  on  the  highway  to  success  until  the  Auxiliary  was 
founded,  and  it  would  never  have  reached  its  present  standard 
without  the  Auxiliary  in  North  Carolina.  I  am  frank  to  say  I  do 
not  know  how  the  Legion  would  function  without  the  Auxiliary. 
I  say  that  for  the  reason  that  those  Posts  throughout  the  State 
who  have  accomplished  the  greatest  good  are  the  Posts  which 
have  active,  wide-awake  Auxiliary  Units.  You  ladies  have  far 
outstripped  the  men  in  the  matter  of  doing  real  service  work, 
community  service,  child  welfare;  but  particularly  during  the 
administration  of  Mrs.  Iseley  does  your  work  for  the  disabled  ex- 
service  man  stand  out.  She  has  devoted  untiring  and  almost 
continual  effort,  on  behalf  of  the  disabled  comrade.  Oteen  has 
been  her  especial  pet,  and  the  manner  in  which  this  administra¬ 
tion  has  gone  about  handling  this  matter  has  won  even  National 
recognition,  an  achievement,  I  think  in  which  you  ladies  should 
take  great  pride.  It  shows  a  business  insight  and  executive 
ability,  and  shows  that  the  heart  is  in  the  right  place.  I  con¬ 
gratulate  you.  Without  taking  any  of  the  laurels  from  my  good 
friend  Byrd  Vass,  or  any  preceding  President — because  I  am 
frank  to  say  I  was  not  thrown  with  them  as  I  have  been  with 
your  present  President — there  is  nothing  I  can  can  say  that 
would  be  too  good  for  “little  Florence  Iseley.” 

I  say  that  sincerely  and  seriously,  without  any  sense  of 
flattery.  I  know  your  hand-clapping  and  demonstration  is  not  on 
account  of  what  I  said  but  on  behalf  of  your  President,  Mrs. 
George  Iseley.  I  do  know  and  you  ladies  can  bear  me  out  that 
she  has  had  a  wonderful  administration,  and  the  keynote  of  her 
administration  has  been  with  the  work  for  the  disabled  comrade. 

Now  ladies  of  the  Legion,  as  in  the  past  we  have  worked 
hand  in  hand,  I  am  sure  the  policy  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina  will  be  to  continue  to  do  so.  We  are 
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one  organization  in  a  sense,  but  your  organization  has  the 
distinct  privilege  of  continuing  your  existence  without  us.  The 
members  of  the  American  Legion  are  limited  to  those  men  now 
living  who  served  during  the  war  from  April  6,  191'7,  to  Novem¬ 
ber  1918,  and  when  one  drops  out  no  one  can  take  his  place;  but 
your  organization  will  still  live  long  when  the  Legion  has 
ceased  to  function. 

And  there  is  one  thing  that  sets  you  ladies  apapt,  separate  and 
distinct — you  are  dealing  with  living  human  beings  rather  than 
with  ideals.  I  would  not  take  from  the  laurels  of  any  organiza¬ 
tion  of  past  wars — they  are  part  of  our  wonderful  history,  part 
of  our  heritage — but  you  are  privileged  in  your  young  enthu¬ 
siasm  to  deal  and  work  with  and  handle  men  actually  living, 
and  to  whom  you  cap  talk,  not  an  ideal — some  are  in  jails  and 
hospitals,  some  on  the  roads  and  other  places,  they  were  soldiers 
in  1918 — and  the  purpose  of  your  organization  is  to  try  to  help 
shape  the  destinies  of  those  men  and  make  the  remainder  of 
their  existence  just  as  bright  as  possible,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
fact  that  you  are  dealing  with  these  momentous  problems  and 
rendering  this  great  service,  makes  you  the  greatest  patriotic 
organization  America  has  ever  produced.  I  congratulate  you 
and  bid  you  God-speed.  As  long  as  we  live  up  to  the  high  ideals 
of  our  constitution  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  safety  of 
American  ideals. 

Ladies,  I  bring  you  greetings  from  the  American  Legion. 
You  aje  our  mothers,  sisters,  wives,  daughters  and  sweethearts 
— we  love  you.  We  know  you  have  much  work  to  carry  on  this 
morning,  so  I  bid  you  God-speed  and  good  luck.  I  thank  you. 

Mrs.  Iseley:  Mr.  Cherry,  we  certainly  thank  you  for  these 
fine  expressions.  Members  of  the  Auxiliary,  I  want  to  present 
Mr.  Cherry’s  right-hand  man,  and  one  who  has  been  most  help¬ 
ful  to  us.  May  I  present  Mr.  Jim  Caldwell,  Department  Ad¬ 
jutant. 

Mr.  Caldwell:  Madam  President,  ladies  of  the  Auxiliary. 
First  of  all  I  want  to  thank  you  for  this  honor — it  is  one  that  I 
appreciate.  I  know  this  organization  of  yours  and  I  know  of  no 
other  organization  which  is  rendering  the  real  service  that  you 
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are  rendering,  especially  to  those  men  at  Oteen.  The  duties  of 
the  Department  Adjutant  vary.  I  have  been  accused  by  Mrs. 
Vass  of  doing  the  dirty  work  of  the  Legion  and  I  have  not 
denied  the  charge.  I  even  got  a  letter  from  one  gentleman  in 
New  York  I  am  sure  you  would  be  interested  in.  He  wrote  me 
that  he  had  an  income  of  $10,000  a  year  and  he  was  looking  for 
a  young  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  with  the  same  income. 
I  have  not  answered  this  letter  yet,  waiting  to  take  the  matter 
up  at  this  time. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina  has  been 
fortunate  in  its  leadership  from  its  inception.  I  have  not  been  as 
closely  associated  with  any  of  the  Presidents  as  I  have  with 
Mrs.  Iseley,  and  I  want  to  say  it  because  I  believe  it  to  be  a  fact: 
you  have  never  been  as  fortunate  in  your  leadership  as  you 
have  this  year  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Iseley.  She  has  co¬ 
operated  with  the  Legion  in  every  manner  and  we  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  cooperate  with  her.  We  appreciate  the  cooperation 
of  the  Units  all  over  the  State  and  without  them  the  Legion 
would  be  truly  lost.  It  is  a  pleasure  and  a  great  privilege  to  be 
here.  I  know  you  are  busy  and  we  must  hurry  back.  I  want  to 
thank  you  again  and  wish  you  God-speed  and  good  luck  in  your 
leadership. 

Mrs.  Iseley:  We  want  to  thank  you  particularly,  Mr.  Cald¬ 
well.  We  are  glad  to  find  out  about  the  matrimonial  agency  and 
I  think  we  will  be  able  to  use  it  in  our  membership  drive,  al¬ 
though  Mr.  Caldwell  has  not  used  it  for  his  own  advantage. 

When  we  mention  our  disabled  comrades  we  think  of  Oteen. 
The  Veterans’  Bureau  may  think  they  own  Oteen,  but  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  know  they  own  it.  We  recognize  that 
the  Veterans’  Bureau  has  a  legal  right  to  it,  but  they  are  going 
to  allow  us  to  think  we  own  it  to  the  extent  of  giving  little 
comforts  to  the  men  there.  In  order  to  intelligently  understand 
the  work  at  Oteen,  we  must  know  the  conditions  there,  and  it  is 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  I  present  to  you  the  Medical 
Officer  in  charge,  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge: 

Colonel  Dodge:  Madam  President,  Mr.  Commander, 
Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary.  In  expressing  my  appreciation  to  you 
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of  your  courtesy  in  asking  me  to  appear  before  your  organiza¬ 
tion,  may  I  take  the  liberty  of  discussing  rather  at  legnth,  a 
situation  which  exists  in  all  of  the  hospitals  conducted  by  the 
Veterans’  Bureau  and  at  Oteen  particularly.  As  you  know  the 
Veterans’  Bureau  is  the  agent  of  the  Government  established 
by  law  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  men  and  women  who  served  in 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  States.  Among  the  very  many 
duties  imposed  by  law  upon  the  Veterans’  Bureau  is  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  compensation  commensurate  with  the  disability,  based 
upon  the  pre-war  occupation  of  the  individual  concerned,  and 
the  care  and  treatment  of  these  men  and  women  in  hospitals 
when  their  physical  condition  necessitates  that  sort  of  thing. 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  present  law  certain  benefits  of  the 
bureau  are  allowed  those  suffering  from  active  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  as  well  as  certain  other  deseases  specified,  and  they 
may  be  compensated  up  to  ?110  per  month  for  disability  re¬ 
sulting  from  military  service,  in  the  event  it  is  shown  that  the 
disease  existed  prior  to  January  1,  1925.  At  the  same  time  the 
law  provides  that  any  veteran  of  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States  who  took  part  in  any  war  or  military  occupation, 
may  be  cared  for  in  Veterans’  hospitals  regardless  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  disability  or  its  origin,  and  because  of  that  fact  many 
thousand  veterans,  who  may  not  otherwise  be  compensated  are 
being  treated  at  Veterans’  hospitals. 

At  Oteen,  in  which  you  are  particularly  interested,  we  have 
603  patients.  We  have  had  during  the  summer  as  many  as  622 
which  taxed  our  capacity  to  the  limit,  and  of  these  603,  329  or 
55  percent  are  not  drawing  compensation  or  in  receipt  of  any 
pension,  and  this  average  is  about  that  of  all  the  tuberculosis 
hospitals  throughout  the  country. 

Now  these  patients  face  certain  business,  social  and  domestic 
problems,  which  arise  as  a  crisis.  They  concern  the  man’s 
family,  his  wife,  his  children,  his  mother,  his  dependents  and  he 
feels,  just  as  you  would  feel,  that  he  must  get  out  of  the  hospital 
as  quickly  as  possible,  go  home  and  try  to  work  this  thing  out 
satisfactorily.  Now  of  the  greater  number  of  these  problems 
which  arise,  the  greater  are  of  a  financial  nature  and  relate  to 
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the  support  of  the  man’s  family.  These  men  who  have  no  private 
income,  do  not  receive  compensation  and  are  not  in  receipt  of 
a  pension.  These  men  feel  very  keenly  their  responsibility  to  the 
family  and  very  frequently  with  display  of  magnificent  courage 
when  considering  his  condition,  leaves  the  hospital,  goes  home 
and  takes  up  his  former  employment  in  an  effort  to  meet  the 
needs  of  his  family. 

This  situation  develops  throughout  all  the  hospitals,  to  the 
point  where  it  becomes  a  very  definite  social  problem,  and  the 
Veterans’  Bureau  recognizing  in  order  to  let  the  men  take  the 
cure  in  the  hospitals  that  this  problem  must  be  met,  are  putting 
trained  social  workers  on  duty  in  the  hospitals  to  save  these 
men  for  hospitalization.  We  have  just  such  problems  at  Oteen 
and  I  found  upon  my  arrival  there  to  take  the  place  of  the  late 
Colonel  Odenhall  of  beloved  memory,  that  your  organization 
had  most  graciously  and  courageously  undertaken  this  im¬ 
portant  work,  because  it  is  a  big  job,  as  one  of  its  many  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  comfort  of  the  sick  men  at  Oteen.  I  also  found 
your  very  efficient  worker,  Mrs.  Claverie,  devoting  four  days  in 
the  week  to  the  work,  and  being  familiar  with  all  the  problems, 
and  in  order  to  insure  that  all  of  these  problems  be  met  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

Mrs.  Claverie  very  graciously  met  the  suggestions  of  the 
hospital  that  a  brief  form  be  prepared  on  each  man  when  he  is 
admitted  to  the  receiving  ward  relating  facts  as  to  his  financial 
situation,  his  family,  etc.,  at  the  same  time  his  medical  history 
is  being  taken.  These  blanks  have  been  placed  in  every  ward 
and  we  have  instructed  all  doctors  and  nurses  to  use  the  form  in 
order  that  any  problem  which  arises  with  any  man  after  he  has 
left  the  receiving  ward  and  gone  to  the  treatment  wards  may  be 
met  without  delay.  The  very  successful  manner  in  which  this 
organization  has  met  the  social  problems  of  these  men,  has 
saved  a  large  number  of  them  to  hospitalization  and  your 
organization  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  work.  You  are  doing 
a  splendid  piece  of  work  of  a  personal  nature  as  well  as  welfare 
work  in  supplying  the  men  with  spending  money,  special  items 
like  special  size  pillows,  writing  material,  stamps,  flowers  and 
other  things  which  make  his  existence  more  pleasant. 
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I  have  gone  into  this  matter  rather  at  length  because  I  hope 
you  understand  the  very  definite  distinction  between  social 
work  which  I  have  described,  the  social  problem  relative  to  his 
domestic  life  and  the  personal  service  which  is  done  by  personal 
contact  with  the  patient  himself.  At  one  hospital  which  I  visited, 
I  found  a  request  for  a  social  worker,  based  wholly  upon  the 
desire  of  the  patients  that  they  have  some  one  to  go  to  the  near 
by  town  to  do  personal  shopping.  A  wholly  wrong  idea.  That  is 
not  social  work,  although  the  social  workers  do  things  of  that 
nature. 

As  I  have  stated  a  very  definite  need  exists  for  social  workers. 
Your  organization  is  doing  it  splendidly.  The  proportion  of  the 
men  without  income,  compensation  or  pensions  is  increasing 
and  the  problem  is  becoming  heavier  and  heavier  and  I  have 
advised  your  President  that  in  the  event  your  organization 
could  not  continue  the  policy  of  handling  it,  I  am  prepared  to 
ask  the  Bureau  to  allow  us  a  social  worker  to  meet  this  problem. 

In  expressing  the  appreciation  of  the  patients  i,n  the  hospital 
for  the  splendid  work  you  are  doing,  I  want  to  leave  one  thought 
with  you — that  taking  the  cure  as  we  say  at  the  hospital  for 
tuberculosis,  is  not  a  bit  of  fun,  it  is  no  joke,  it  is  no  frolic  or 
picnic — it  is  very  hard  work  for  the  men  to  take  the  cure.  For 
the  average  patient  for  whom  there  is  a  chance  of  recovery  re¬ 
quires  three  years  for  an  arrest  of  the  disease,  and  it  takes  lots 
of  courage,  determination  and  lots  of  help  for  a  man  to  stick 
with  us  for  three  years  in  order  to  get  back  physically  on  his 
feet.  A  certain  definite  adjustment  shows  by  experience  to  be 
necessary  to  the  attainment  of  the  cure  and  any  disturbance  of 
this  regimen  results  in  disaster  to  the  individual.  The  patient 
should  be  helped  by  his  family  to  take  the  cure  and  should  not 
be  subjected  to  any  disturbance  which  would  interefere  with  the 
cure — and  I  am  sure  that  you  as  members  of  this  wonderful 
organization,  as  you  come  in  contact  with  the  families  of  the 
individual  patients  will  appreciate  the  very  tremendous  thing 
the  men  have  ahead  of  them,  and  the  seriousness  of  giving  him 
all  the  support  possible  in  the  matter. 

Mrs.  Iseley,  may  I  thank  you  for  the  splendid  cooperation 
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you  have  given  me  in  the  hospital,  and  I  hope  it  will  continue. 
Thank  you. 

A  rising  vote  of  thanks  is  given  Colonel  Dodge  for  his  infor¬ 
mation  and  cooperation  in  the  work  at  Oteen. 

President:  There  is  an  organization  in  Raleigh  that  always 
cooperates  with  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  who  has  the 
same  thoughts  in  regard  to  Oteen  as  our  organization.  At 
Christmas  time  they  do  their  share  of  work  for  the  Veterans 
there,  and  they  work  with  us  hand  in  hand,  many  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  being  the  same.  This  morning  I  want  to  present  to  you 
their  leader,  Mrs.  Wilbur  Bunn,  President  of  the  Raleigh 
Woman’s  Club. 

Mrs.  Bunn:  Madam  Chairman  and  Friends.  I  am  sorry  that 
I  came  so  late  I  did  not  hear  all  the  expressions.  I  feel  like  Mrs. 
Daniels  did  on  one  occasion  when  Will  Rogers  was  in  the  City 
and  had  taken  dinner  with  them.  He  was  speaking  in  the  audi¬ 
torium  and  Mrs.  Daniels  came  in  late,  and  recognizing  her  in 
the  door  he  said  “Step  right  up  here  Mrs.  Daniels,  here’s  a  seat 
by  Mr.  Daniels.”  Then  he  said  “You  don’t  understand,  I  took 
dinner  at  Mrs.  Daniel’s  home  and  she  had  to  stay  home  and 
wash  the  dishes.”  I  apoligize  for  being  late,  but  some  of  you 
took  dinner  with  us  yesterday  and  I  had  to  stay  and  wash  the 
dishes. 

As  many  times  as  I  have  been  in  this  room,  I  never  expected 
that  I  might  be  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
North  Carolina,  and  the  thing  that  is  most  amazing,  is  that  the 
suffragette  movement  has  made  such  progress  that  every  seat 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  is  filled  with  a  suffragette.  But 
seriously  friends,  I  bring  you  a  message  this  morning  of  greet¬ 
ings.  We  are  all  very  much  interested  in  the  work  you  are  doing 
and  many  of  us  have  participated  in  this  work  in  a  small  way. 
The  work  you  are  doing  holds  a  big  place  in  the  heart  of  every 
North  Carolina  woman  whether  members  of  your  organization 
or  not.  It  is  my  privilege  to  bring  you  greetings  from  the  Raleigh 
Woman’s  Club  and  offer  any  assistance.  I  thank  you  for  the 
privilege  of  being  allowed  to  bring  this  message. 
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Miss  Reinhardt,  nurse  in  charge  of  the  Children’s  Clinic  at 
Oteen,  is  presented. 

Report  of  Oteen  nurse  distributed. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchison,  State  Service  Office  from  the  Vetrans’ 
Bureau  at  Charlotte,  is  next  presented  and  brought  a  message 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Hutchison:  Mrs.  Iseley,  Members  of  the  Auxiliary.  I 
am  going  to  make  a  confession  this  morning.  I  had  prepared  a 
speech  for  this  occasion,  and  then  I  lost  it.  So  any  errors  I  make 
you  may  charge  up  to  the  lost  speech.  I  want  to  take  you  for  a 
brief  moment  with  me  through  the  Veterans’  Bureau  on  a  claim 
filed  in  1926.  I  am  doing  this  because  it  will  show  you  what  we 
have  to  deal  with.  He  developed  tuberculosis  (Mr.  Hutchinson 
here  relates  that  claim  was  filed  for  compensation,  that  after 
some  delay  when  his  claim  was  rechecked  it  failed  to  show  his 
disability  was  incurred  from  service,  then  some  one  got  busy  and 
tried  to  get  evidence  that  tbc.  existed  prior  to  January  1925. 
The  doctor’s  report  showed  that  he  treated  him  prior  to  that 
date,  but  failed  to  give  dates  and  facts.  Then  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  President  again  called  the  attention  of  the 
Bureau  to  the  case  and  it  was  through  her  instrumentality  that 
they  went  back  to  work  on  it.  In  the  meantime  the  man  died. 
The  Service  officer,  as  a  result  of  the  President’s  interest,  went 
to  Fayetteville  to  call  on  the  widow  and  found  a  most  touching 
situation — a  little  woman,  twenty  four  years  old  with  five 
babies — a  three-year  old  baby  just  having  breakfast  on  the 
porch  which  consisted  of  stewed  corn  eaten  with  its  fingers.  The 
result  of  this  the  Service  Officer  went  in  the  fields  and  got 
affidavits  from  neighbors  and  friends,  and  through  the  instru¬ 
mentality  of  Watson  B.  Miller  in  Washington,  after  the  affidavits 
and  other  data  was  presented  to  the  Bureau,  succeeded  in  get¬ 
ting  compensation  for  the  widow  to  the  amount  of  $64  a  month. 
He  states  that  Mrs.  Iseley  was  responsible  for  that  case  going 
through.  He  adds  “Mrs.  Iseley,  it  has  been  a  pleasure  and  a 
privilege  to  work  with  you  this  year.  It  gives  us  renewed  vigor 
and  greater  determination  to  work  with  your  organization,  and  I 
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pledge  to  you  and  to  your  new  President  our  hearty  coopera¬ 
tion.” 

President:  I  can  assure  the  incoming  officers  100  percent 
cooperation  from  Mr.  Hutchison  and  his  office.  I  am  very 
glad  to  see  our  good  friend  and  our  very  true  and  faithful 
member  Mrs.  Daniels.  Will  the  Chief  Page  please  escort  her  to 
the  platform? 

Mrs.  Daniels:  Madam  President  and  friends.  It  is  fine  of 
Mrs.  Iseley  to  give  me  an  opportunity  to  say  a  word  to  you  to¬ 
day.  Raleigh  is  very  proud  to  have  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary 
with  them  and  I  have  been  so  stiff-necked  and  proud  I  have 
developed  a  stiff  lip  to  give  me  strength  to  bear  your  leaving. 
Behind  the  face,  however,  a  heart  is  always  loyal  to  you  and 
our  cause,  and  my  daughter  and  I  hope  we  may  have  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  having  you  and  your  husbands  and  the  War  Mothers  at 
tea.  We  will  be  glad  to  see  you  at  five  o’clock  or  any  time  that 
suits  you.  Please  remember  always  that  I  and  mine  are  at  your 
service. 

President:  I  am  sure  we  will  all  be  delighted  to  accept  Mrs. 
Daniels’s  invitation  and  we  hope  that  you  will  all  make  arrange¬ 
ments  to  go.  We  will  extend  the  invitation  to  the  War  Mothers 
sending  the  message  to  the  local  President  of  the  War  Mothers 

We  have  with  us  a  representative  of  another  Veterans’ 
organization  with  whom  we  are  closely  allied.  At  this  time  I 
will  present  to  you  Mr.  Daye  of  the  State  Department  of  the 
Disabled  World  War  Veterans. 

Mr.  Daye:  Madam  President.  It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  come 
before  you  today  and  bring  greetings  from  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  of  Disabled  World  War  Veterans.  I  see  so 
many  faces  out  here  that  it  makes  a  fellow  kind  of  nervous  try¬ 
ing  to  say  anything.  However  as  you  Chairman  has  been  intro¬ 
ducing  me  around  here,  “this  is  a  sample  of  what  you  are  wasting 
your  sympathy  on  at  Oteen.”  I  spent  fifteen  months  chasing  the 
cure.  I  was  discharged  two  months  ago.  I  was  Ward  Daddy  on 
my  ward — you  ladies  know  what  that  means — and  the  help 
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which  you  people  are  giving  to  the  patients  at  Oteen  cannot  be 
measured.  I  have  seen  men  who  have  not  had  a  dollar  to  their 
name,  and  when  your  check  came,  it  might  not  be  but  a  dollar, 
or  sixty  cents,  but  I  have  seen  the  men  take  that  dollar  or  sixty 
cents  and  put  it  in  an  envelope  and  send  it  home — why?  be¬ 
cause  their  little  ones  at  home  have  not  had  anything  for 
months.  I  want  to  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the  disabled  veterans 
of  the  World  War  for  the  wonderful  work  you  are  going.  We  at 
Oteen  know  what  it  means.  I  also  want  to  thank  you  for  the 
work  which  your  Chairman  of  Rehabilitation  is  doing  at  Oteen. 
She  has  done  wonders,  and  I  know  you  will  continue  to  carry  on 
because  there  are  many  men  up  there  who  will  probably  never 
come  out,  and  I  know  you  will  continue,  in  the  words  of  the 
British  Army,  “to  carry  on.” 

President:  We  are  always  so  glad  to  hear  from  the  men  at 
Oteen.  We  have  with  us  a  representative  of  the  local  Chapter  of 
the  Disabled  World  War  Veterans.  Mr.  Morgan  has  a  word  of 
greeting  for  us. 

Mr.  Morgan:  Mrs.  Iseley  and  members  of  the  Auxiliary.  I 
and  very  glad  indeed  to  represent  the  Disabled  Veterans  at  this 
convention.  It  was  my  pleasure  while  in  the  North  to  represent 
the  disabled  World  War  Veterans  at  six  Conventions,  and  at 
each  and  every  one  of  the  Conventions,  in  fact  in  every  way,  I 
have  found  our  big  brother  and  sister  organizations  always 
standing  ready  to  give  us  a  helping  hand  and  we  would  find  it 
impossible  to  carry  on  without  the  aid  and  help  of  the  Auxiliary 
and  the  American  Legion,  and  also  the  assistance  the  War 
Mothers  and  the  Gold  Star  Mothers  have  given  us.  The  Disabled 
War  Veterans  in  the  South  are  not  as  strong  as  in  the  North, 
but  even  there  they  find  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  wonder¬ 
ful  to  them.  And  it  is  a  very  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  in 
Raleigh,  my  home  State,  and  attend  the  convention  of  the 
American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  and  find  such  splendid  spirit: 
and  I  want  to  assure  you  that  the  Disabled  War  Veterans 
stand  ready  at  all  times  to  cooperate  with  you  in  any  way 
possible. 
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President:  We  have  enjoyed  hearing  from  a  representative 
of  the  local  organization.  The  members  of  the  Ninth  District 
are  asked  to  meet  in  the  lobby  outside  for  a  few  minutes  imme¬ 
diately.  At  this  time  we  will  hear  the  report  of  the  Eighth 
District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  EIGHTH  DISTRICT 

Another  busy  year  has  passed  and  it  is  now  my  pleasure  to  report  to  you  some¬ 
thing  of  the  work  done  in  the  Eighth  District.  I  say  something  advisedly,  for  the 
reports  which  have  come  to  me  are  each  and  all  so  interesting  and  so  individual 
in  expression,  that  it  is  a  real  hardship  to  compress  them  into  the  limited  time 
time  alloted  me. 

We  have  nine  active  Units  representing  a  membership  of  413,  which  is  an  in¬ 
crease  of  50  over  that  of  last  year.  Owing  to  unavoidable  circumstances  I  was 
not  able  to  attend  but  two  Executive  meetings  called  by  the  Department.  To 
stimulate  interest  in  membership,  I  offered  a  reward  of  35  in  gold  to  the 
Unit  in  the  District  making  the  greatest  increase  in  membership  over  the 
membership  of  last  year.  This  reward  to  be  given  at  Convention  in  Raleigh.  I 
sent  a  questionnaire  to  each  Unit  asking  the  outstanding  work  for  the  year,  and 
found  when  they  were  returned  to  me  that  all  Units  had  accomplished  worth¬ 
while  work. 

The  District  meeting  was  held  in  Concord  April  20,  1929,  with  an  attendance 
of  80.  Of  the  nine  Units  only  three  failed  to  send  representatives.  It  was  a  great 
pleasure  to  have  present  on  this  occassion  our  Department  President,  Mrs. 
George  Iseley,  and  our  National  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  together 
with  a  number  of  other  distinguished  guests.  The  Concord  Unit  served  a  most 
beautiful  luncheon  following  the  meeting.  Altogether  this  meeting  was  indeed 
very  helpful  and  inspiring.  Early  in  the  year  I  called  together  all  Presidents  and 
Secretaries  of  Units  of  the  District  for  a  luncheon  with  me  at  my  home  at  which 
time  the  work  was  discussed  and  all  plans  for  the  year  outlined.  During  the  year 
Auxiliary  Units  were  organized  at  China  Grove  and  Kannapolis  with  a  total 
membership  of  33.  I  have  contacted  every  Unit  in  my  District  either  by  visit, 
letter  or  telephone.  I  succeeded  in  getting  donations  to  the  Central  fund  from 
the  Fred  McConnell  Legion  Post  of  Concord  and  a  friend  for  the  amount  of  $35. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Alternate  committeewoman,  of 
the  Eight  District,  Mrs.  Sam  Pharr,  she  has  been  most  helpful  in  all  our  under¬ 
takings.  I  appreciate  deeply  the  splendid  cooperation  and  loyal  support  given 
me  by  the  Unit  Presidents  and  Auxiliary  members;  they  have  contributed  so  un¬ 
tiringly  to  making  this  a  successful  year.  It  has  been  a  privilege  as  well  as  an 
honor  to  serve  with  and  for  Mrs.  George  Iseley  and  much  of  our  success  is 
due  to  her  able  leadership.  All  honor  to  you,  my  Department  President,  for  your 
splendid  loyalty  and  cooperation.  A  glorious  privilege  has  been  mine  in  serving 
you,  and  again  I  thank  each  one  who  has  helped  me  to  “carry  on.”  To  my 


88 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


successor  I  give  my  loving  support  with  the  assurance  that  nothing  is  dearer  to 
my  heart  than  the  work  carried  on  through  the  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Respetfully  submitted, 

Mary  Phifer  Pemberton, 
Eighth  District  Committeewoman. 

Miss  Pemberton  moves  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  Second¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  J.  Lee  Crowell,  Jr. 

At  this  time  the  Porter  Candy  Company  served  ginger  ale 
and  Brantley’s  Drug  Store  served  candy  to  the  Convention.  A 
recess  for  a  few  minutes  is  taken. 

Upon  reconvening  the  President  calls  for  the  Ninth  District 
Report  which  was  not  ready.  The  Tenth  District  Committee- 
woman  and  Alternate  were  also  absent. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Finance  Chairman,  gave  her  report  as 
follows : 

The  Finance  Committee  has  held  four  meetings  during  the  year,  October  20, 
1928,  to  August  12,  1929.  The  committee  is  very  much  pleased  with  the  financial 
report  and  the  finances  are  in  excellent  condition.  On  July  17  a  questionnaire  was 
sent  out  by  the  Finance  Committee  to  the  seventy-one  Units  asking  if  each 
Unit  had  paid  its  Unit  Tax,  National  Rehabilitation  and  Service  Worker 
assessments,  also  if  each  Unit  had  contributed  to  Child  Welfare,  Department 
Rehabilitation  and  Central  Fund.  Forty-nine  Units  replied,  and  of  these  forty- 
nine  six  either  had  not  paid  some  assessment  or  contributed  to  some  cause.  The 
fact  must  be  emphasized  that  Unit  Tax,  National  Rehabilitation  and  Service 
worker  are  assessments  and  must  be  paid.  The  charter  can  be  taken  from  a  Unit 
if  the  Unit  tax  is  not  paid.  We  hope  that  those  Units  who  have  not  paid  will 
settle  all  their  obligations  before  the  beginning  of  the  new  year. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  moves  the  adoption  of  her  report.  Seconded 
by  Mrs.  Martin.  Passed. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  Chairman  Child  Welfare:  I  am  proud 
of  this  report,  and  you  can  go  home  and  tell  your  Unit  one 
woman  at  the  Convention  had  the  swell  head.  I  have  asked  Mrs. 
Iseley  to  allow  me  to  read  the  statistical  report  only,  as  there 
are  mimeographed  copies  of  my  full  report  which  will  be  handed 
you : 
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Not  more  than  a  third  of  the  Units  sent  in  their  monthly  blanks  and  many  of 
of  you  did  not  return  your  questionnaire.  Why  didn’t  you  do  it? — I  can’t  put 
it  down  on  this  report  if  you  don’t  send  it  in. 


Statistical  Report 

Number  of  families  receiving  financial  aid— 

a.  From  Units . 

b.  Department . 

Number  of  individuals  contacted . . 

Actual  Cash  Expended — 

a.  Units . 37,000.00 

b.  Department .  2,707.09 


183 

26 

507 


Total . 3  9,707.31 

Total  value  material  contributions . 3  1,136.25 

Grand  Total . 311,040.  23 

Number  helped  educationally . 16 

Number  placed  in  homes .  4 

Number  guardianship  cases . 16 


We  heartily  endorse  the  program  of  the  Mothers’  Aid  in  our  State  as  an 
organization  will  sponsor  an  increase  of  this  Fund  by  the  next  General  Assembly, 
and  pledge  our  undivided  support  of  this  movement. 

Mrs.  Norfleet  moves  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  Duly 
seconded  by  Mrs.  Benbow.  Passed. 

Mrs.  Roland  Monroe  made  a  report  of  Unit  Activities. 

Mrs.  Monroe  moved  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  Duly 
seconded  and  passed. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd  made  the  Legislative  Report. 

Mrs.  Judd  moved  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  Seconded  by 
Mrs.  McGeachy.  Passed. 

Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin  made  the  Fidac  report. 

Mrs.  Martin  moved  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  Seconded 
by  Mrs.  Norris  of  Wilmington.  Passed. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Second  Vice  President,  presided  while 
Mrs.  Margaret  Capps,  Gold  Star  Chairman,  made  her  report. 

Mrs.  Capps  moved  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  Seconded  by 
Mrs.  Karesh.  Carried. 

Mrs.  Iseley,  President,  in  the  chair:  The  Ninth  District  will 
please  retire  for  another  caucus. 
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Miss  Julia  McNeill  presented  the  Department  membership 
Report. 

Miss  McNeill  moved  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  Seconded 
by  Mrs.  Ed  Benbow.  Passed. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher  presented  the  Department  Americanism 
report. 

Mrs.  Absher  moved  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  Duly 
seconded  and  passed. 

Mrs.  V.  Ben  White  announces:  The  members  of  the  Fifth 
District  will  meet  in  the  lobby  at  once. 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Memorial  Chairman,  makes  her  report. 

Mrs.  Gresham  moves  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  Seconded 
by  Mrs.  Claverie.  Passed. 

Mrs.  Miller  presides  while  Miss  Nannie  Dodson  presents  the 
Credentials  report,  the  summary  of  which  follows: 


Active  Units  in  the  Department .  73 

Units  represented  at  Convention .  54 

Delegates  registered . 178 

Alternates  registered . 186 

National  officers .  4 

Department  officers .  7 

District  Committeewomen .  8 

Number  of  Authorized  votes  260 . .260 

Vistors  registered . 186 

Pages .  11 

1  visitor  from  Pekin,  China. 

1  visitor  from  Tampa,  Fla. 


The  Credential  Committee  recommends  that  a  bulletin  be 
gotten  out  each  year  before  the  Convention,  stating  that  no 
Unit  can  cast  a  vote  who  has  not  sent  a  certified  list  of  delegates 
and  alternates  to  the  Department  by  the  date  set  apart  by  the 
president. 

Miss  Dodson  moves  that  this  be  accepted  as  a  partial  report. 
Seconded  by  Mrs.  Glenn  Long — all  voting  “Aye.”  The  presi¬ 
dent  rules  that  the  motion  is  carried. 

Mrs.  Glenn  Long  moves  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
Credentials  committee  be  passed.  Seconded  by  Mrs.  Harry 
Vass — all  voting  “Aye.” 
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Mrs.  Miller,  presiding,  states  that  it  is  time  for  the  election  of 
the  nominating  committee: 

Mrs.  Springs  moves  that  the  voting  be  done  by  Units.  Mrs. 
Burney  seconds  this  motion — all  voting  “Aye.”  The  president 
rules  that  the  motion  is  carried. 

The  following  were  nominated:  Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Mrs.  Mark 
Lassiter,  Mrs.  Tom  Daniel,  Mrs.  H.  O.  Lineberger,  Mrs.  J.  K. 
Norfleet,  Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Miss  Mary 
Pemberton,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Karish,  Mrs.  Joseph  McGarry. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes,  is 
Chairman  of  the  nominating  committee  composed  of  Mrs.  H.  O. 
Lineberger,  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Miss  Mary  Pemberton,  and  Mrs. 
Mark  Lassiter,  who  are  requested  to  retire  immediately. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Herring,  Chairman  of  the  Resolution  Committee, 
makes  the  following  report: 

RESOLUTIONS 

1 

Whereas,  From  careful  study  we  have  observed  the  increasing  need  for  funds 
for  Child  Welfare  in  our  State  as  well  as  in  our  organization,  and 

Whereas,  the  amount  appropriated  for  “The  Mothers  Aid”  in  North  Carolina 
is  proving  inadequate  to  give  the  necessary  relief  in  our  State;  therefore 

Be  it  resolved ,  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  go  on  record  as  heartily  approving  an  enlarged  program  for  “Mothers’ 
Aid”  and  pledging  each  Unit  to  give  assistance  in  securing  necessary  appropria¬ 
tions  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  great  work. 

Mrs.  Herring  moves  that  this  resolution  be  adopted.  Seconded 
by  Mrs.  Petway.  All  voting  “Aye.”  Said  resolution  is  passed. 

2 

Whereas,  in  former  years,  it  has  sometimes  happened  that  the  majority  of 
delegates  to  the  National  Convention  are  from  one  unit  in  the  Department,  and 

Whereas,  while  we  have  73  Units  in  10  Districts  it  may  happen  that  some  of 
the  districts  will  be  without  representation  at  the  National  Convention,  while 
other  Districts  have  as  many  as  four  or  five;  therefore 

Be  it  resolved,  That  in  electing  delegates  to  the  National  Convention  from  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina,  not  more  than  one  delegate  or  one  alternate  be 
elected  from  any  one  Unit  and  not  more  than  one  delegate  and  one  alternate 
from  any  District,  it  being  understood  that  the  Department  President  and 
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National  Committeewoman  shall  not  be  considered  as  the  quota  of  the  Unit  of 
which  they  are  a  member  as  they  represent  the  Department  as  a  whole. 

Mrs.  Herring  moves  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  which  is 
seconded  by  Mrs.  Vass,  who  explains  that  it  is  so  much  better 
to  have  the  whole  state  represented  than  just  one  or  two  Units. 
After  some  discussion  the  motion  is  carried  by  all  voting  “Aye.” 

3 

Whereas,  it  seems  unfair  for  Units  of  small  membership  to  be  pitted  against 
larger  ones  in  competition  for  prizes,  trophies  and  awards, 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  Units  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  be  divided  into  groups  A,  B  and  C,  according  to  membership, 
so  that  Units  of  each  class  will  enter  into  competition  with  Units  of  the  same 
class. 

Mrs.  Herring  moves  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  Seconded 
by  Mrs.  Sherrill.  All  voting  “Aye.” 

4 

Whereas,  it  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina 
that  other  states  have  also  recognized  the  qualities  of  a  splendid  leader  in  our 
faithful  member,  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass;  and 

Whereas,  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  has  for  years  enjoyed  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  Mrs.  Vass,  who  with  her  love  and  loyalty  for  the  former  service  men, 
has  served  us  faithfully  and  well;  and 

Whereas,  Mrs.  Vass  has  worked  in  every  phase  of  work  and  has  been  a  leader 
of  more  than  noticeable  ability;  therefore 

Be  it  resolved,  That  we,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  in  convention  assembled,  endorse  Mrs.  Harry  Vass  as  the  next 
National  Vice  President,  Southern  Division,  and  authorize  our  President  to 
take  the  steps  necessary  to  place  her  name  in  nomination,  pledging  to  Mrs.  Vass 
our  earnest  and  sincere  support. 

Mrs.  Herring  moves  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  Seconded 
by  Mrs.  Ed  Benbow.  All  voting  “Aye.”  Carried. 

5 

Whereas,  a  District  committeewoman  should  be  a  woman  thoroughly  famil¬ 
iar  with  Auxiliary  work; 

Be  it  resolved,  That  no  Auxiliary  member  be  eligible  for  election  or  appoint- 
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ment  as  District  Committeewoman  or  alternate  district  committeewoman  until 
she  has  served  as  president  of  her  unit  for  at  least  one  year  previous  to  assuming 
the  duties  of  her  office. 

Mrs.  Herring  moves  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  Mrs. 
McGarry,  delegate  from  Asheville,  registers  objection  to  this 
resolution  and  moves  that  the  word  President  be  stricken  out 
and  the  words  “some  woman  who  has  served  as  an  officer  of  her 
Unit  or  on  the  Executive  Board  of  her  Unit,  or  closely  related  to 
the  the  President  in  the  work,”  be  used  instead. 

Mrs.  Glenn  Long  seconds  the  motion  to  adopt  the  resolution 
as  amended.  All  voting  “Aye.” 


6 

Whereas,  many  Units  in  the  State  feel  that  they  have  been  greatly  handi¬ 
capped  in  their  sale  of  poppies  on  Memorial  Day  due  the  fact  that  other  Units 
(many  of  them  near  by)  have  put  on  their  sale  as  early  as  a  week  or  ten  days 
before  May  30;  and 

Whereas  many  Legionnaires  feel  that  the  poppy  has  been  so  commercialized 
that  it  has  lost  its  significance  as  a  memorial  to  those  who  sleep  in  “Flanders 
Field”;  therefore 

Be  it  resolved,  That  hereafter  poppies  be  sold  beginning  on  the  same  day, 
namely,  Saturday  before  Memorial  Day,  or  some  day  designated  by  Depart¬ 
ment  Headquarters  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Herring  moves  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  After 
discussion,  Mrs.  Glenn  Long  moves  that  this  recommendation 
be  submitted  to  a  committee  appointed  by  the  President  acting 
in  conjunction  with  the  poppy  Chairman,  to  act  on  this  resolu¬ 
tion  later.  Mrs.  Petway,  Poppy  Chairman,  seconds  this  motion. 
All  voting  “Aye.”  The  president  rules  that  same  is  carried. 

The  convention  recessed  and  all  delegates,  alternates  and 
visitors  were  urged  to  be  back  in  their  places  at  the  earliest 
moment  possible  in  order  to  dispatch  the  business  of  the  after¬ 
noon  speedily. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 


Mrs.  Iseley  presiding,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  2 :40  p.m. 
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The  Report  of  the  Poppy  Chairman  was  given  by  Mrs.  Frank 
Petway,  Department  Poppy  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Petway  moved  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  Seconded 
by  Mrs.  Karesh.  Passed. 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie,  Rehabilitation  Chairman,  presented  her 
report  in  detail. 

Upon  motion  of  Mrs.  Claverie,  duly  seconded,  the  Rehab¬ 
ilitation  Report  was  accepted  including  the  two  following  recom¬ 
mendations. 

1.  That  the  Units  retain  the  number  of  patients  assigned  to  them  as  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

2.  Last,  but  not  least,  see  that  as  the  work  increases  which  it  is  bound  to  do, 
that  your  Rehabilitation  Fund  is  increased  to  meet  the  demands  and  needs  of 
the  disabled  man  and  his  family. 

Mrs.  Iseley:  Mrs.  Claverie  will  not  read  the  Service  Worker’s 
report  as  it  will  be  included  in  the  minutes,  but  I  want  to  read 
you  an  Oteen  patient’s  report  on  our  Service  Worker. 

Mrs.  Iseley  reads  a  letter  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Iseley: 

Dear  Madam:  Am  writing  you  for  the  sole  purpose  of  boosting  your  Depart¬ 
ment  Chairman  (Mrs.  Claverie)  of  Asheville.  My  candid  opinion  is  that  you 
could  not  secure  one  more  efficient  or  courteous  than  Mrs.  Claverie  for  this 
work.  She  has  always  a  cheery  word  and  smile  for  you  when  she  comes  around 
and  I  assure  you  that  it  is  our  pleasure  as  well  our  benefit  to  have  her  visit.  We 
non-compensated  men  can’t  express  our  appreciation  for  the  many  things  that 
you  good  women  are  responsible  for  other  than  to  say  many  thanks,  and  God 
bless  you,  and  in  all  seriousness  we  most  surely  do  that. 

Again  assuring  you  that  we  appreciate  our  Mrs.  Claverie,  and  thanking  you 
and  the  Auxiliary  for  the  kindness  so  unselfishly  rendered  us,  I  am 

Most  thankfully, 

Oteen,  N.  C.  C.  J.  Huff. 


SERVICE  WORKER’S  REPORT 
From  December  1,  1928  to  August  10,  1929 

The  human  torch  of  service  is  being  held  out  to  us.  In  the  ecstacy  of  our 
enthusiasm  to  see  our  organization  reach  out  in  various  fields  of  endeavor,  let  us 
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not  forget  we  are  now  challenged  to  assume  obligations  and  privileges  for  which 
our  organization  came  into  being — the  care  of  the  sick  and  disabled.  Think  of 
the  number  of  cases  on  file  that  have  been  dormant  for  five  or  six  years;  cases 
of  men  who  today  are  suffering  from  the  ravages  of  War.  Many  of  this  number 
are  sadly  in  need  of  hospitalization;  but  are  denying  themselves  this  privilege  to 
which  they  are  entitled,  because  of  a  family  which  is  wholly  dependent  upon 
their  wages;  wages  that  are  in  too  many  cases  inadequate. 

Thirty-two  cases  of  families,  including  three  colored,  were  referred  to  our 
Department  Chairman  of  Child  Welfare,  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet.  Reports  show 
cases  were  contacted  by  either  Department  or  Units  and  received  assistance. 

Four  cases  referred  to  the  Department  of  New  York.  Report  families  are  re¬ 
ceiving  assistance. 

Twelve  cases  referred  to  the  Department  of  Florida.  Report  families  are  re¬ 
ceiving  assistance. 

Eight  cases,  including  two  colored,  referred  to  the  Department  of  Georgia. 
Report  families  are  receiving  assistance.  Colored  families  receiving  temporary 
assistance. 

Seven  cases,  including  two  colored,  referred  to  the  Department  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Report  shows  families  are  receiving  cash  and  clothing  for  children. 

Twelve  cases,  including  two  colored,  referred  to  the  Department  of  Virginia. 
Report  all  are  receiving  assistance. 

Six  cases,  referred  to  the  Department  of  South  Carolina.  Report  all  cases  re¬ 
ceiving  assistance. 

Four  cases  referred  to  the  Department  of  Maryland.  Report  cases  are  re¬ 
ceiving  assistance. 

Three  cases  referred  to  the  Department  of  Tennessee.  Report  families  are 
being  assisted. 

Five  cases,  including  one  colored,  referred  to  the  Department  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Report  families  are  receiving  assistance. 

On  case  referred  to  Tank  Corps  Unit,  Washington,  D.  C.  Report  family  is 
receiving  assistance. 

Five  cases  referred  to  the  Department  of  Alabama.  Report  families  are  re¬ 
ceiving  assistance. 

Five  cases  referred  to  the  Asheville  Unit.  Report  families  have  received 
assistance. 

Cases  Pending — 

One  case  referred  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

One  case  referred  to  New  York. 

Two  cases  referred  to  West  Virginia. 

Once  case  referred  to  South  Carolina. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  new  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  Colonel  H.  C.  Dodge, 
he  devised  a  form  which  is  completed  by  each  patient  upon  his  admission  to  the 
hospital. 

I  have  written  several  letters  for  a  patient  who  is  desirous  of  getting  into 
communication  with  his  brother.  Up  to  the  present  time  we  have  been  unable  to 
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locate  him.  However,  a  communication  from  National  Publicity  Director  of  the 
American  Legion  informed  me  they  would  insert  his  name  in  “The  Port  of 
Missing”  bulletin,  which  is  published  in  all  the  leading  newspapers  in  the 
country. 

Several  letters  have  been  written  to  Florida  Posts  and  Units  endeavoring  to 
locate  the  children  of  a  patient.  Up  to  the  present  time,  we  have  been  un¬ 
successful. 

Letters  have  been  written  to  several  firms,  hoping  they  might  be  able  to 
furnish  information  in  regard  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  “Buddy”  of  a  patient, 
who  is  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  his  claim  for  compensation  has  been  approved. 
This  is  also  going  through  the  National  Publicity  Director’s  department. 

A  Virginia  patient  using  his  expression  remarked — “We  would  be  able  to 
make  the  grade  if  my  wife  secured  a  position.”  I  referred  this  information  to  the 
Department  of  Virginia,  and  was  very  happy  to  inform  this  patient  that 
through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Barton — Department  Chairman  of  Rehabilitation — 
she  succeeded  in  getting  a  position  for  the  patient’s  wife  in  the  Smithsonian 
Library,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Information  was  furnished  the  Department  of  New  Hampshire  concerning 
the  condition  of  a  nurse  from  their  state,  who  is  an  inmate  inanN.  P.  Hospital. 
Two  checks  for  32.00  each  were  delivered  to  this  hospital  for  the  patient,  for 
which  the  hospital  gave  me  receipts;  and  these  were  forwarded  with  a  report 
from  the  physician  in  charge. 

Innumerable  incidents  of  personal  service  to  the  patients,  such  as  shopping, 
etc.,  might  be  mentioned  in  this  report.  However,  time  and  space  forbid. 

The  Central  fund  for  the  non-compensated  is  given  to  the  patients  each 
month,  immediately  after  the  check  is  received  from  the  Department  Secretary 
and  Treasurer. 

When  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  George  Iseley,  asked  me  to  take  over 
the  Service  work,  she  suggested  that  I  spend  four  days  a  week  at  the  hospital. 
There  have  been  many  times  that  I  have  felt  compelled  to  give  six  days,  espe¬ 
cially  in  preparing  for  the  various  holidays.  My  transportation  to  and  from  the 
hospital  and  my  lunch  amounts  to  330.00  per  month. 

All  correspondence  is  handled  at  home  after  hospital  hours  and  on  Sundays. 

Approximately  1,200  letters  have  been  written  to  the  various  Departments 
and  Units.  All  inquiries  have  been  promptly  answered  and  information  given. 
All  records,  letters  invoices,  etc.,  have  been  carefully  filed. 

All  purchases  for  patients  have  been  made  at  the  Canteen,  which  is  operated 
by  two  ex-service  men  and  former  patients  of  Oteen,  with  the  exception  of 
articles  which  could  not  be  procured  there. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  our 
Department  Chairman  Child  Welfare,  for  her  splendid  cooperation  in  handling 
the  cases  referred  to  her  in  our  State.  Mrs.  Norfleet’s  ever  gracious  manner  and 
keen  foresight  played  a  marvelous  part  in  the  development  of  this  work,  for 
which  I  am  truly  grateful. 

To  Colonel  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  I  desire  to  express  my 
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sincere  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  the  courteous  manner  and  cooperative 
spirit  in  which  he  has  responded  to  all  my  appeals  for  advice,  and  the  helpful 
suggestions  which  he  so  kindly  offered  from  time  to  time. 

Mrs.  B.  F.  Ellsworth,  Jr.,  private  secretary  to  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge 
has  rendered  me  valuable  assistance  at  every  opportunity,  for  which  I  am  truly 
grateful. 

I  also  appreciate  the  kindly  interest  shown  in  our  work  by  the  physicians  and 
nurses  in  charge  of  the  various  wards. 

To  go  among  these  men  and  minister  to  them  in  the  slighest  degree  reveals 
characteristics  of  striking  pathos  and  beauty.  To  have  them  tell  you  of  their 
loved  ones  or  some  loved  spot  in  their  old  home  is  a  confidence  to  be  held 
sacred,  as  it  is  not  gained  in  a  day  but  after  a  season  of  visits.  To  have  them  say 
“God  bless  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary”  is  the  greatest  tribute  which  could 
be  paid  our  organization.  You  in  your  service  have  earned  this  tribute,  and  I 
bring  it  to  you  for  the  disabled  “Buddies.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Marthe  F.  Claverie, 
(Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Claverie) 

Service  Worker ,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

The  National  Defense  report  is  next  called  for,  and  upon 
motion  of  Mrs.  Miller,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Vass,  is  distributed 
instead  of  being  read. 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  Prison  Chairman,  made  the  Prison 
report : 

Mrs.  Perry  moves  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  Seconded  by 
Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin.  Passed. 

Mrs.  Chas.  Young  states  that  she  has  no  Constitution  report 
to  make. 

The  report  from  the  Ninth  District  Committeewoman,  Mrs. 
J.  K.  Slear,  is  read  by  Mrs.  Richard  Young  from  that  District. 

REPORT  OF  NINTH  DISTRICT 

Throughout  the  year  I  have  been  keenly  conscious  of  the  privilege  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  that  has  been  mine  as  committeewoman  of  this  splendid  District.  I 
have  been  reared  to  believe  that  one  could  always  expect  magnificent  things  of 
the  Ninth  District,  and  these  expections  have  been  realized  this  year  in  material 
results  of  great  importance.  Constant  and  effective  endeavors  are  shown  in  the 
splendid  record  of  service  rendered  by  the  Units,  individually  and  collectively. 
A  fine,  steady  growth  of  membership  culminated  in  a  most  satisfying  increase 
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from  730  members,  this  date  last  year,  to  920  today,  was  the  result  in  part  of 
our  motto:  “Inclusive — not  exlusive.” 

That  our  membership  has  been  intelligently  alive  to  Auxiliary  Aims  and 
purposes  is  easily  seen  from  the  report  of  the  various  Units.  I  regret  that  you 
cannot  hear  them  all  in  full.  Will  you  remember  while  listening  that  we  do  not 
recount  these  glories  of  our  District  in  a  spirit  of  vain  boasting,  but  in  a  spirit 
of  thankfulness  that  we  have  played  such  a  part  in  the  great  program  given  us 
by  our  National  President. 

Auten-Stowe  Unit  of  Belmont,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Hall  President,  has  done  splendid 
Rehabilitation  work  and  has  made  a  nice  gain  in  membership.  Their  meetings 
are  brimming  with  interest  and  the  attendance  particularly  good. 

North  Mecklenburg  Unit  of  Davidson,  Mrs.  John  Elkins  President,  has 
stressed  community  playgrounds  during  the  year,  but  has  also  done  splendid 
work  along  rehabilitation  lines  both  locally  and  at  Oteen.  A  delightful  supper 
was  given  the  Legion.  Their  meetings  are  particularly  interesting  also. 

Gastonia  Unit,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh,  President,  has  been  an  inspiration  and 
pure  joy.  Winning  a  National  citation  for  membership  in  January  their  member¬ 
ship  has  jumped  from  78  members  to  230.  Membership  has  been  outstanding 
with  a  capital  M.  A  tremendous  child  welfare  program  has  been  carried  on  by 
the  Unit,  48  persons  having  been  contacted  and  aided.  A  group  of  Camp  Fire 
Girls  was  organized  with  a  week’s  camp  for  them  at  Lake  Lanier.  Many  other 
just  such  interesting  activities  have  been  in  progress.  Watch  Gastonia  carry  off 
all  trophies — she  deserves  them. 

Hickory,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Gaither,  President,  reports  a  most  constructive  prison 
service  for  the  year.  Men  have  been  contacted  regularly,  and  aid  rendered. 
Counsel  is  secured  when  needed,  magazines,  cigarettes  and  stationery  are  given 
the  men  and  an  effort  is  made  to  show  Ex-service  men  the  world  is  not  against 
them.  As  in  years  past  Hickory  is  still  doing  her  share  of  Auxiliary  service  in  a 
splendid  manner. 

Otis  D.  Green,  Kings  Mountain,  Mrs.  Pride  Ratteree,  President,  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  her  interesting  meetings  and  the  attendance.  Always  modest 
about  the  fine  service  rendered,  they  report  rehabilitation  as  the  outstanding 
activity.  It  is  outstanding  with  them,  but  so  are  many  other  divisions  of  the 
work.  They  have  met  all  obligations  and  contributed  to  all  funds.  There  are  no 
more  earnest  workers  in  the  country  than  those  women  at  Kings  Mountain. 

David-Milo  Wright  Unit  of  Lincolnton,  Mrs.  Summey  Alexander,  President, 
is  doing  splendid  work  in  every  division  of  service,  cooperating  fully  with  the 
Legion  and  meeting  all  obligations. 

We  are  all  proud  of  Morganton,  Mrs.  Clarence  Crouch  President,  for  al¬ 
though  but  a  few  months  old  they  won  a  National  citation  for  membership  and 
have  now  trebled  their  membership.  Nor  did  they  stop  there.  They  have  fur¬ 
nished  a  room  in  the  new  hospital,  expending  #250  for  furniture  and  equipment. 
An  Auxiliary  emblem  will  be  placed  on  the  door.  Magnificient  Community  ser¬ 
vice,  isn’t  it?  Morganton  also  stresses  local  rehabilitation  work  and  is  contribut¬ 
ing  faithfully  to  the  department. 
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Outstanding  in  the  Auxiliary  life  of  the  entire  District  was  the  joint  District 
meeting,  at  which  Newton  served  as  hostess.  More  than  250  Auxiliary  members 
attended  and  fully  as  many  Legionnaires.  Perfect  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  meeting  and  a  delicious  dinner  was  served  to  all  Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary 
members  present — 500  in  all.  It  was  a  tremendous  undertaking  for  a  Unit  of 
34  members,  but  is  could  not  have  been  improved  upon.  I  want  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  Mrs.  Hendricks  and  her  Unit  for  their  gracious  hos¬ 
pitality  and  untiting  efforts  that  made  our  District  meeting  one  of  the  most 
successful  we  have  ever  had.  Every  Unit  in  the  District  was  represented  and 
full  reports  given  from  each  Unit  President.  Rededicating  ourselves  to  the  aims 
and  purposes  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  we  went  home  each  with  an 
inspired  determination  to  put  into  direct  use  the  information  and  ideas  gleaned 
from  reported  activities.  Newton  also  won  a  National  citation  for  membership. 

Warren  F.  Hoyle  Unit  of  Shelby  is  our  only  Unit  with  a  Gold  Star  Mother  as 
president — Mrs.  Frank  Hoyle.  Rehabilitation  and  membership  have  been  their 
outstanding  activities  during  the  year.  Their  meetings  are  of  great  interest  and 
the  members  have  the  real  Auxiliary  vision  of  service. 

It  is  with  pride  that  I  report  the  reorganization  of  the  Mount  Holly  Unit, 
with  Miss  Eunice  Hutchinson,  President.  I  am  sure  that  this  is  the  outstanding 
feature  of  my  year’s  work.  Mount  Holly  is  too  fine  to  lose  from  our  Auxiliary 
circles  and  I  am  happy  to  say  32  interested  members  have  signed  their  charter. 

Hornet’s  Nest  Unit,  Charlotte,  makes  the  proud  boast  that  her  activities 
rank  alike — that  in  all  endeavors  she  surpasses  previous  records —  that  her  pro¬ 
gram  is  well  balanced  and  that  each  division  has  been  stressed.  In  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  the  Unit  has  spent  $1,234.  For  Department  rehabilitation  and  veterans  in 
hospitals,  more  than  $258.  Child  Welfare  work  locally  amounted  to  $1,336.40 
(this  does  not  include  $250  sent  in  for  child  welfare).  Sixty  children  were  aided 
during  the  year.  More  than  $1,075  has  been  sent  to  the  Department  Treasury 
for  various  things,  including  membership  for  1929.  Her  membership  equals  that 
of  last  year. 

The  thrilling  activity  of  the  year  was  the  visit  paid  the  Unit  by  our  beloved 
National  President,  Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklen.  We  will  ever  look  back  to  her  visit  with 
joy  and  pride. 

Other  unusual  activities  are  The  Drill  Patrol,  Music  Club,  Relief  Motor 
Corps,  two  opportunity  night  schools,  club  for  foreign  born  women,  prison  work, 
rest  room  for  Confederate  Veterans,  supper  for  500  Legionnaires,  Monthly 
bulletin  to  members,  and  year  book.  She  has  cooperated  fully  in  every  way  with 
the  Department. 

Keeping  in  touch  with  women  who  have  dedicated  themselves  to  the  patriotic 
service,  who  are  giving  their  time  and  thought  to  the  care  of  men  in  hospitals 
and  the  children  of  men  who  gave  so  much  for  us — who  are  eager  to  promote  a 
fuller  community  interest,  is  a  divine  privilege.  It  has  been  a  magnificent  ex¬ 
perience  to  have  served  with  you  and  for  you  and  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the 
privilege. 

A  cup  has  been  offered  the  Unit  making  the  largest  percentage  during  the 
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year.  Three  Units  won  national  citations  for  membership.  The  Activities  have 
been  commented  on  three  times  in  the  National  bulletins  during  the  year. 

A  nice  recognition  came  to  the  District  when  your  committeewoman  was 
appointed  member  of  the  National  Committee  on  Unit  Activities  and  Com¬ 
munity  Service. 

Nine  units  were  represented  at  a  dinner  given  for  the  Unit  Presidents  by  the 
committeewoman  in  February  and  much  was  gained  by  the  discussion  of 
Auxiliary  problems. 

At  the  request  of  the  committeewoman,  no  contribution  was  make  by  the 
Units  to  the  expenses  incurred  by  her  in  the  District  work. 

I  want  to  thank  the  Unit  Presidents  and  members  for  the  steady,  magnificent 
cooperation  given  during  the  year.  It  has  added  zest  to  service  and  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  I  look  back  upon  the  year  as  a  beautiful  adventure  in  friendship. 
Friendliness  and  neighborliness  are  outstanding  in  our  District,  for  the  Units 
have  kept  in  close  touch,  visting  each  other  from  time  to  time. 


Number  Active  Units .  11 

Number  Visits  to  Units  or  Presidents .  35 

Number  Letters  written. . 122 

Telegrams  sent .  30 

Telephone  calls .  33 


Increase  in  membership  from  730  to  920 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Julia  McNinch  Slear  (Mrs.  J.  K.), 

District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Richajd  Young  moves  the  acceptance  of  this  report: 

Mrs.  Petway:  We  had  are  presentative  at  every  Executive 
Board  meeting,  a  representative  at  the  Post  Officers  Conference 
and  at  two  District  meetings.  I  don’t  mean  this  for  personal 
honor,  but  I  think  when  our  District  was  represented  at  these 
meetings  we  should  have  it  reported: 

Mrs.  Richard  Young  amends  her  motion  to  include  the  report 
of  the  Alternate  District  Committeewoman.  Seconded  by  Mrs. 
Norfleet.  All  voting  “Aye.” 

President:  Before  you  hear  the  report  of  your  nomination 
committee  we  would  like  to  hear  from  the  Courtesies  Commitee: 

Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace  read  the  report,  as  follows: 

A  most  delightful  task  was  assigned  this  committee  to  express  to  the  people 
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of  Raleigh  our  appreciation  of  the  many  things  done  to  make  us  feel  at  home. 
The  attractive  decorations  have  been  most  inspiring  to  us.  For  the  impressive 
services  on  Sunday  evening  in  the  auditorium,  for  the  lovely  luncheon  on 
Monday  we  wish  to  thank  all  to  whom  thanks  are  due.  To  the  distinguished 
guests,  the  members  of  the  Raleigh  Post  and  the  Raleigh  Auxiliary,  the  efficient 
pages,  the  singers,  the  bands,  the  hotels,  the  theatres  and  the  press  we  extend 
our  thanks  for  making  our  convention  such  a  success.  We  are  glad  of  this 
opportunity  to  voice  our  grateful  appreciation  to  our  splendid  department 
officers  and  our  beloved  President,  Mrs.  Iseley,  whose  devotion  had  given  our 
Auxiliary  this  year  the  courage  to  bring  out  the  greatest  standard  of  our  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary. 

We  are  relunctant  to  leave  your  city,  our  capital;  but  we  go  home  with  a 
higher  vision  to  serve  and  a  greater  feeling  of  fellowship. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  C.E.  Boesch.  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Suddeth. 

Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace. 

Mrs.  Pace  moves  that  this  report  be  accepted.  Duly  seconded 
and  passed. 

Mrs.  Vass,  Past  Department  President,  takes  the  chair: 

The  Chairman  of  the  nominating  committee  is  ready  to 
re  port : 

Madam  President,  the  nomination  Committee  beg  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

President — Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy. 

First  Vice  President — Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller. 

Second  Vice  President — Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry. 

Historian — Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher. 

Chaplain — Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt. 

National  Executive  Committeewoman — Mrs.  Geo.  Iseley 

Alternate  Executive  Committeewoman — Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee. 

Mrs.  Mark  Lassiter. 

Mrs.  H.  O.  Lineberger. 

Mary  Pemberton. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet. 

Mrs.  Frank  Petway  moves  that  we  unanimously  accept  the 
report  of  the  nominating  committee. 

Miss  Julia  McNeill  seconds  this  motion. 
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The  motion  is  carried  by  all  voting  “Aye.” 

The  nomination  of  the  District  Committeewomen  is  the  next 
business  in  order: 


First  District:  Mrs.  Bruce  Wilkinson,  Committeewoman,  Washington. 

Mrs.  Floyd  Cohoon,  Alternate,  Columbia. 

Second  District:  Mrs.  N.  M.  Dew,  Committeewoman,  Wilson. 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Suiter,  Alternate,  Weldon. 

Third  District:  Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick,  Committeewoman,  Morehead  City. 

Mrs.  Tom  Daniels,  Alternate,  New  Bern. 

Fourth  District:  Mrs.  Lynton  Y.  Ballentine,  Committeewoman,  Fuquay 

Springs. 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Alternate,  Henderson. 

Fifth  District:  Mrs.  T.  G.  Stem,  Committeewoman,  Oxford. 

Mrs.  Horace  Haworth,  Alternate,  High  Point. 

Sixth  District:  Miss  Julia  McNeill,  Committeewoman,  St.  Pauls. 

Mrs.  Carl  Fitchett,  Alternate,  Dunn. 

Seventh  District:  Mrs.  Ed.  Turner,  Committeewoman,  North  Wilkesboro. 

Mrs.  R.  B.  T.  Little,  Jr.,  Alternate,  Wadesboro. 

Eight  District:  Miss  Bernice  Turner,  Committeewoman,  Statesville. 

Mrs.  Max  Barkley,  Alternate,  Salisbury. 

Ninth  District:  Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh,  Committeewoman,  Gastonia. 

Mrs.  Russell  Young,  Alternate,  Newton. 

Tenth  District:  Mrs.  Harry  Bumgardner,  Committeewoman,  Asheville. 

Mrs.  Fred  Walser,  Alternate,  Asheville. 

Mrs.  Claverie  moves  that  the  District  Committeewomen  and 
Alternates  be  voted  on  as  a  whole  instead  of  separately.  Mrs. 
Vass  seconds  this  motion.  All  voting  “Aye.” 

Mrs.  Townes  states  that  we  are  entitled  to  eleven  votes  at  the 
National  Convention — one  being  the  vote  of  the  National 
Committeewoman — and  that  the  Constitution  requires  that 
the  Department  President  be  one  of  the  delegates — that  leaves 
nine  delegates  to  the  National  convention  to  be  elected: 

The  following  are  nominated: 


Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie,  Asheville. 
Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Monroe. 

Mrs.  V.  Ben  White,  Greensboro. 
Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  Hickory. 
Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Kinston. 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Slear,  Charlotte. 

Mrs.  Clarence  Cone,  Goldsboro. 
Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Statesville. 
Mrs.  H.  O.  Lineberger,  Raleigh. 
Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  Wilmington. 


Mrs.  George  Iseley,  Raleigh. 
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Mrs.  Richard  Young  moves  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
Mrs.  Norfleet  seconds  the  motion. 

It  is  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Convention  that  the  Ninth 
District  has  two  nominees  and  also  suggested  that  the  first 
named  be  left  as  nominee  for  Delegate  and  the  second  named 
as  Alternate. 

Mrs.  Ed  Benbow  moves  that  the  Ninth  District  be  allowed  to 
retire  and  settle  the  matter  among  themselves.  Mrs.  Palmer  of 
Warrenton  seconds  this  motion.  All  voting  “Aye.” 

The  Ninth  District,  without  retiring,  report  that  they  want 
the  first  nominated,  namely  Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  to  stand  as 
Delegate,  and  the  second  nominated,  namely  Mrs.  J.  K.  Slear, 
to  be  Alternate. 

This  being  settled,  on  motion  of  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  seconded 
by  Mrs.  Young  of  the  Ninth  District,  the  nominees  as  named 
(with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Slear  who  is  nominated  as  Alter¬ 
nate)  ten  in  all,  be  elected  Delegates  to  the  National  Conven¬ 
tion  at  Louisville,  Ky.  All  voting  “Aye,”  they  are  duly  elected. 
The  following  were  nominated  as  Alternates: 

Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Greenville.  Mrs.  Marion  Wyatt,  Raleigh. 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Winston-Salem.  Mrs.  F.  J.  Pape,  Asheville. 

Mrs.  Mark  Lassiter,  Snow  Hill.  Mrs.  Max  Barker,  Salisbury. 

Miss  Annie  Lee,  Monroe.  Mrs.  J.  K.  Slear,  Charlotte. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Warick,  Goldsboro.  Mrs.  R.  S.  McClellan,  Wilmington. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Norfleet  seconded  by  Mrs.  Karish,  all 
voting  “Aye,”  the  above  named  nominees  were  elected  Alter¬ 
nates  to  the  National  Convention  to  be  held  at  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  President  then  asks  if  there  is  ajiy  new  business  to  come 
before  the  convention.  There  being  no  response,  she  calls  for  the 
newly  elected  officers  to  come  to  the  platform. 

President:  In  introducing  to  you  your  new  President,  Mrs. 
R.  S.  McGeachy  of  Kinston,  I  have  a  real  pleasure,  for  I  know 
her  to  be  a  capable,  earnest  and  loyal  Auxiliary  worker.  Close 
association  has  proven  to  me  that  she  will  lead  our  organization 
forward  towards  the  goal  of  service  which  we  seek.  Give  her 
your  loyal  support  and  I  pledge  her  mine. 
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Mrs.  McGeachy:  “Out  of  the  fullness  of  the  heart,  the 
mouth  speaketh”  but,  I  just  can’t  find  words  to  express  to  you 
what  is  in  my  heart.  I  am  proud  and  grateful — proud  that  you 
have  elected  me  to  the  highest  office  that  a  woman  can  hold; 
grateful,  that  I  am  to  be  given  such  a  wonderful  opportunity  to 
better  serve  the  men  who  so  gloriously  and  valiantly  served  us 
during  1917-1918.  I  pledge  the  best  service  during  the  coming 
year  and  the  years  to  come  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred 
upon  me.  With  your  hearty  support  and  cooperation,  aided  by 
your  prayers  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  guide  and  direct  me 
in  performing  the  duties  of  this  office,  the  work  will  continue  to 
go  forward  in  the  future  as  it  has  done  in  the  past. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  First  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  is  next  introduced  by  Mrs.  Iseley:  Mrs.  Miller  pledges  her 
support  to  the  new  President,  and  thanks  the  delegates  for  the 
honor  conferred  on  her. 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  Louisburg,  N.  C.,  Second  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  is  then  introduced  by  Mrs.  Iseley.  Mrs.  Perry  expresses  her 
pleasure  and  surprise  at  being  given  this  honor,  and  pledges  her 
support  to  the  President  and  expresses  her  desire  to  serve  the 
Units  in  every  way. 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass  next  presents  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  as 
the  National  Executive  Committeewoman.  Mrs.  Iseley  thanks 
the  Auxiliary  for  the  honor  of  representing  the  Department  at 
National  and  pledges  support  to  the  new  administration. 

Before  the  Trophies  and  Awards  Chairman,  Mrs.  Walter 
Craver,  makes  her  report  Mrs.  Iseley  presents  the  charters  to 
three  new  units  in  appropriate  words — the  Units  being: 

Wake  Forest,  N.  C. 

Maxton,  N.  C. 

Forest  City,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Iseley:  Now,  Airs.  Craven,  they  have  been  like  good 
children,  and  have  given  splendid  attention,  and  I  am  going  to 
let  you  reward  them. 

Mrs.  Walter  G.  Craven,  Trophies  and  Awards  Chairman, 
makes  the  following  report  and  awards. 
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A  silver  cup  given  by  the  department  to  the  Unit  enrolling  th  largest  number 
of  new  members — Gastonia. 

A  silver  cup  given  by  the  Department  to  the  Unit  enrolling  the  highest  per¬ 
centage  increase  in  membership  over  last  year — Gastonia. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley  cup  to  the  District  having  the  greatest  increase  in 
membership  over  last  year.  Memberships  counted  until  August  20,  for  this 
trophy — Ninth  District. 

Mrs.  Iseley  also  gave  #5  in  gold  to  the  Unit  securing  the  largest  number  of 
new  members  between  February  1  and  25.  This  was  won  by  Burlington. 

The  second  prize  of  32.50  in  gold  was  won  by  the  Gastonia  Unit. 

Miss  Julia  McNeill  gave  three  membership  pins:  One  to  the  President  of  the 
Unit  with  less  than  75  to  double.  Awarded  to  Mrs.  H.  L.  Jordan  of  Siler  City. 
One  to  the  Unit  President  of  more  than  75  to  double.  This  was  won  by  Mrs.  A. 
S.  Karesh  of  Gastonia.  One  to  the  individual  member  of  the  Department  secur¬ 
ing  the  largest  number  of  members.  This  was  won  by  Mrs.  A.  S.  Keresh,  Gas- 
tionia  35  in  gold  to  the  Unit  securing  the  largest  percentage  increase  in  mem¬ 
bership  between  March  1  and  May  1.  Won  by  Gastonia. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie,  Rehabilitation  Chairman,  has  offered  35  in  gold  to  the 
new  Unit  doing  the  best  all-round  work  during  the  year.  Won  by  Burlington. 

Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  is  giving  310  in 
gold  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  to  the  Unit  doing  the  best  Prison  Work. 
This  prize  was  won  by  Greensboro. 

Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  Prison  Chairman,  offered  35  in  gold  to  the  Unit  with  less 
that  50  members  doing  the  best  Prison  work.  Won  by  Hickory. 

The  “Lily  Burt  Cup,”  given  by  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  to  unit  doing  the  best 
Child  Welfare  work.  Won  by  Gastonia.  Honorable  mention  of  Raleigh,  Winston- 
Salem  and  Greensboro. 

For  the  best  guardainship  report,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet  gave  35  in  gold.  This 
won  by  Greensboro. 

Mrs.  Walter  Craven  is  giving  35  in  gold  to  Unit  of  less  than  fifty  members 
sending  in  the  best  Child  Welfare  report.  Awarded  to  Mooresville. 

Mrs.  Roland  Monroe,  Chairman  Unit  Activities,  offers  35  in  gold  to  unit  send¬ 
ing  in  best  report  of  Unit  Activities.  Won  by  Greensboro. 

Miss  Irma  Deaton,  Chairman  Publicity,  is  giving  an  award  for  the  best  scrap 
book  submitted  at  Convention.  Won  by  Henderson. 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Chairman  of  Memorials,  is  giving  35  in  gold  to  unit  sub¬ 
mitting  the  best  report  on  Unit  Memorials  work.  Won  by  High  Point — Honor¬ 
able  mention  to  Wilmington. 

Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  Chairman  of  Poppy  Committee,  is  giving  a  prize  to  the 
unit  selling  most  poppies  based  on  membership.  Won  by  Fayetteville. 

The  Caroline  Settle  Wilkes  Trophy  awarded  to  unit  having  the  greatest 
percentage  of  attendance  at  regular  monthly  meetings  during  the  fiscal  year 
based  on  last  year’s  membership.  Won  by  China  Grove. 

Efird’s  Department  Store,  Raleigh,  offered  a  Silver  Cup  to  the  most  proficient 
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Auxiliary  Drill  Team  in  the  competitive  drill  at  Riddick  Field.  Won  by  Char¬ 
lotte. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Boyle  of  Raleigh  gave  an  award  of  32.50  in  gold  to  the  unit  of  100 
members  first  to  double  their  1928  membership.  Won  by  Gastonia. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Boyle  also  gave  32.50  in  gold  to  the  unit  of  less  than  100  members 
first  to  send  in  100  percent  renewals  for  the  year.  Won  by  Oxford. 

The  Convention  Committee  of  Raleigh  gives  a  trophy  to  the  Auxiliary 
Unit  making  the  best  showing  in  the  Big  Parade  on  Monday  night  at  the  Con¬ 
vention.  Won  by  Charlotte. 

The  White-Witherspoon  cup,  given  by  Mrs.  Ben  White  and  Mrs.  Lillian 
Witherspoon  to  the  Unit  in  the  Fifth  District  showing  the  greatest  percentage 
of  increase  in  membership.  Presented  by  Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow  to  Oxford. 

Mrs.  White  presented  35  in  gold  to  the  Greensboro  Unit  at  their  District 
meeting  for  sending  in  the  most  new  members  between  the  Post  Officers  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  District  meeting. 

Miss  Mary  Pemberton  gave  35  in  gold  to  the  Unit  in  her  District  making  the 
greatest  gain  in  membership.  This  was  won  by  Concord. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  gave  35  in  gold  to  the  Unit  in  her  District  securing  the 
greatest  number  of  new  members.  This  was  won  by  Kinston. 

Mrs.  L.  Y.  Ballentine  gave  a  cup  for  the  greatest  increase  in  membership  in 
her  district.  This  was  won  by  Henderson. 

The  Mooresville  Unit  awarded  two  pictures  to  the  city  school  children  for 
making  poppy  posters. 

Pittsboro  gave  the  school  award,  suggested  in  the  American  Hand  Book  to 
the  best  all-round  girl  of  the  eighth  grade;  also  35  in  gold  to  the  winner  of  the 
State-wide  Oratorical  contest. 

Wilmington  gave  35  in  award  to  member  securing  the  most  new  members. 
This  went  to  Mrs.  Harvey  V.  Norris. 

Concord  gave  two  32.50  gold  coins  to  school  children  for  the  best  poppy 
posters,  made  for  poppy  day. 

Beaufort  County  Post  gave  a  prize  for  best  essay  on  the  Constitution.  This 
prize  was  donated  by  Mrs.  W.  P.  Baugham. 

Raleigh  Unit  gave  four  prizes  to  school  children  for  essays. 

High  Point  gave  an  award  of  35  in  gold  for  an  essay. 

Lumberton  gave  35  in  gold  to  member  securing  the  most  new  members,  32.50 
to  person  selling  the  most  tickets  for  a  benefit  performance,  32.50  to  child  getting 
most  people  to  attend  Literary  shower. 

Chapel  Hill  gave  a  gold  membership  pin  to  member  securing  most  new 
members. 

Gastonia  Unit  gave  two  32.50  gold  for  prize  essay  in  grammar  grades  on 
“Invention  of  an  Adventure  with  Aircraft  Machines  by  the  Wright  Brothers.” 
This  was  given  on  the  Anniversary  of  their  first  flight  on  the  North  Carolina 
coast. 
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St.  Pauls  gave  three  gold  membership  pins. 

Charlotte  gave  a  prize  for  the  largest  number  of  new  members. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Walter  Craven. 

Mrs.  Craven  states  that  she  does  not  see  the  need  to  move  the 
acceptance  of  her  report  as  it  has  already  been  accepted. 

Mrs.  Iseley  then  presents  the  National  and  State  Citations  as 
follows : 

NATIONAL  CITATIONS 

New  Bern,  Number  24  Taylorsville,  Number  170 

Siler  City,  Number  93  Newton,  Number  16 

Greensboro,  Number  53  Morganton,  Number  21 

.  Oxford,  Number  90  Gastonia,  Number  23 

Weldon,  Number  38  St.  Pauls,  Number  5 

Lenoir  Number  29 


STATE  CITATIONS 


Burlington,  Number  63 
Chapel  Hill,  Number  6 
Davidson,  Number  86 
Fuquay  Springs,  Number  116 
Greensboro,  Number  53 
Gastonia,  Number  23 
Henderson,  Number  60 
Hickory,  Number  48 
High  Point,  Number  87 
Kinston,  Number  43 
New  Bern,  Number  24 


North  Wilkesboro,  Number  125 
Oxford,  Number  90 
Raleigh,  Number  1 
Rocky  Mount,  Number  58 
Salisbury,  Number  14 
St.  Pauls,  Number  5 
Tarboro,  Number  19 
Taylorsville,  Number  170 
Warrenton,  Number  25 
Washington,  Number  15 
Wilson,  Number  13 


As  there  was  no  other  business  to  come  before  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  Mrs.  Iseley  asked  that  all  arise  while  the  colors  were  re¬ 
tired. 

Adjournment. 
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To  the  Memory  of 


fHra.  dlamfB  2C.  Narfkei 

Second  President  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Whose  devoted  and  unselfish  service  for  the  Auxiliary 
and  its  work,  has  ever  been  and  always  will  be  an 
inspiration,  these  minutes  are  lovingly  dedicated. 
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All  committee  reports  were  mimeographed  and  distributed 
to  delegates  attending  the  annual  Convention.  Two  copies 
of  each  report  are  in  the  Department  files  for  reference  and 
the  minutes  of  the  Convention  also  contain  these  reports. 


NATIONAL  OFFICERS,  1930 

PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Donald  Macrae,  Jr. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass  Mrs.  Vaun  Scott  Seybert 

Miss  Adelaide  Fitzgerald  Mrs.  L.  E.  Thompson 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Howell 

Secretary — Mrs.  Gwendolyn  Wiggin  McDowell 
Treasurer — Mrs.  E.  G.  Wenz 
Historian — Mrs.  Frank  Fleming 
Chaplain — Mrs.  W.  W.  Townes,  Jr. 


DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS 


Mrs.  Robert  S.  McGeachy,  President _ Kinston 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Vice  President _ Charlotte 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  Vice  President _ Louisburg 

Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll,  Secretary-Treasurer _ Kinston 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Historian _ Raleigh 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Chaplain _ Winston-Salem 


DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMEN 
First  District 


Mrs.  Floyd  Cahoon _ 

_ Columbia 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Dew _ 

Second  District 

_ Wilson 

Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick _ 

Third  District 

_ Morehead  City 

Mrs.  Lynton  Ballentine.. 

Fourth  District 

_ Varina 

Mrs.  T.  G.  Stem _ 

Fifth  District 

_ Oxford 

Miss  Julia  McNeill _ 

Sixth  District 

_ St.  Pauls 

Mrs.  Ed  Turner _ _ 

Seventh  District 

_ North  Wilkesboro 
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Eighth  District 

Miss  Bernice  Turner _ Statesville 

Ninth  District 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh _ Gastonia 

Tenth  District 

Mrs.  Harry  Baumgardner _ Asheville 

CHAIRMEN  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie,  Rehabilitation _ Asheville 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Iseley,  Finance _ Raleigh 

Mrs.  Ed  Benbow,  Child  Welfare _ _ _ Greensboro 

Mrs.  Walter  Craven,  Unit  Activities _ _ Charlotte 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Bowers,  Legislation _ Warrenton 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Constitution _ Monroe 

Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  Fidac _ Wilmington 

Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  Poppy _ Shelby 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Americanism _ North  Wilkesboro 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Rust,  National  Defense _ Charlotte 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew,  Memorials _ Raleigh 

Mrs.  Mark  Lassiter,  Trophies  and  Awards _ Snow  Hill 

Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Membership _ Greenville 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Jennette,  Prison _ Henderson 

Mrs.  J.  O.  Temple,  Publicity _ ..Kinston 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Gold  Star _ Mooresville 

Miss  Jessie  Lupo,  Music.. _ _ Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Witherspoon,  Junior  Auxiliary _ Greensboro 

Miss  Irma  Deaton,  Radio _ Raleigh 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Herring,  Education  World  War  Orphans _ Wilson 

NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  National  Vice-President,  Southern 

Division  _ Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  National  Executive  Committeewoman _ Raleigh 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Alternate  National  Executive 

Committeewoman  _ Kinston 

CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 
Credentials 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Chairman _ Henderson 

Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris _ Wilmington 

Mrs.  R.  Grady  Shoaf _ Lexington 

Mrs.  Gabe  Croom _ Asheville 

Mrs.  Beatrice  T.  Carroll _ Kinston 
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Constitution 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Chairman _ Monroe 

Mrs.  Frank  Johnson _ Statesville 

Mrs.  Herbert  Taylor _ Dunn 


Courtesy 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Hardin,  Jr.,  Chairman _ Salisbury 

Mrs.  H.  Y.  Mott _ Mooresville 

Mrs.  John  Langston _ Goldsboro 

Resolutions 

Mrs.  Geo.  Iseley,  Chairman _ Raleigh 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Dempsey _ Wilson 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Bolton _ Charlotte 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Rodman,  Jr _ Washington 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Bowers _ Warrenton 

Rules 

Mrs.  Horace  Haworth,  Chairman _ High  Point 

Mrs.  Lacy  Carroll _ St.  Pauls 

Mrs.  Hiram  Bell _ Greensboro 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Fluck _ Tarboro 

Miss  Myrtle  Harris _ Shelby 


Mrs.  Russell  Yount 


Parliamentarian 


Newton 


Pages 

Mrs.  T.  D.  Hill,  Chief  Page _ Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  Bourne  Hammer,  Presidents  Page _ Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  Jack  Temple,  Presidents  Page _ Kinston 

Miss  Virginia  Adcock,  Presidents  Page _ Louisburg 

Mrs.  William  Umstead _ Durham 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Craven _ Mooresville 

Miss  Elsie  Woolard _ Henderson 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Sisk _ Gastonia 

Mrs.  Martha  Brown _ Greensboro 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Barfoot _ Raleigh 

Miss  Helen  Hart _ Oxford 
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Unit 

No. 

1... 

2— 

3.. . 

5— 

6— 
7— 
8_ 

9.. . 
10... 
11... 

13.. . 

14.. . 

15.. . 

16.. . 
18... 

19.. . 

20.. . 
21... 
22... 

23.. . 

24.. . 

25.. . 

27.. . 

29.. . 

30.. . 

31.. . 

34.. . 

37.. . 

38.. . 

39.. . 

42.. . 

43.. . 

45.. . 

46.. . 

47.. . 

48.. . 

49.. . 
51- 

52.. . 

53.. . 

55.. . 


UNITS  AND  THEIR  PRESIDENTS 


Location 

Raleigh _ 

..Asheville _ 

..Fayetteville _ 

St.  Pauls _ 

Chapel  Hill _ 

Durham _ 

Lexington _ 

.Charlotte _ 

.Wilmington _ 

Goldsboro _ 

..Wilson _ 

.Salisbury _ 

..Washington _ 

..Newton _ 

Sanford _ 

..Tarboro _ 

Raeford _ 

.  Morganton _ 

..Clinton _ 

..Gastonia _ 

.New  Bern _ 

Warrenton _ 

..Monroe _ 

.Lenoir _ 

.Lincolnton _ 

Wadesboro _ 

.Scotland  Neck _ 

.Windsor _ 

.Weldon... _ 

-Greenville _ 

-Lumberton _ 

Kinston _ 

.Asheboro _ 

Morehead  City _ 

-Waynesville _ 

.Hickory _ 

Hamlet _ 

.Concord _ 

Franklinton _ 

.Greensboro _ 

.Winston-Salem _ 


President 

.Mrs.  W.  B.  Duncan 

.Mrs.  Harry  Baumgardner 

Mrs.  John  C.  Gilmore 
% 

Mrs.  Lacy  Carroll 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Thompson 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Fowler 
Mrs.  R.  Grady  Shoaf 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Young 
.Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris 
_Mrs.  John  Langston 
.Mrs.  J.  C.  Demsey 
.Mrs.  W.  H.  Harden 
.Mrs.  Frazier  McDevett 
.Mrs.  Russell  Yount 
.Mrs.  P.  A.  Hatch 
..Mrs.  Haywood  Foxhall 
..Miss  Mabel  McLean 
.Mrs.  Frank  Patton 
-Mrs.  J.  M.  Henley 
-Mrs.  Carl  Stowe 
.Mrs.  Charles  J.  Shupp 
..Mrs.  C.  T.  Bowers 
.Mrs.  Arthur  Edgeworth 
.Mrs.  F.  H.  Bradley 
..Mrs.  Summey  Alexander 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Bennett 
-Mrs.  Wade  Dickens 
-Mrs.  E.  S.  Pugh 
Mrs.  0.  B.  Hardy 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Stokes,  Jr. 
-Mrs.  Sandy  McLeod 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Sams 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Garner 
-Mrs.  Luther  Hamilton 
Mrs.  R.  R.  Campbell 
Mrs.  Karl  Broome 
-Mrs.  0.  T.  Johnson 
Miss  Maude  Brown 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Utley 
Mrs.  Hiram  Bell 
Miss  Margaret  Gray 
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Unit 

No. 

56- 

57- 

58- 

59- 

60- 
63- 

65- 

66- 

74- 

75- 
77- 
82- 
84- 
86,- 
87— 

90- 

91- 

93- 

94- 

95- 
105- 

115- 

116- 
117- 
119- 
123- 
125- 
130- 
134- 
137- 
144- 

151- 

152— 
155— 
159- 
170- 
181- 
182- 
185- 
187- 
193— 


UNITS  AND  THEIR  PRESIDENTS— Continued 


Location 


President 


Marion _ 

Pittsboro _ 

Rocky  Mount _ 

_Dunn _ 

Henderson _ _ 

Burlington _ 

Statesville _ 

Mooresville _ _ 

-Forest  City _ 

Rutherfordton _ 

Hendersonville _ 

.Shelby _ 

Elizabeth  City _ 

Davidson _ _ 

High  Point _ 

Oxford _ _ _ 

Spring  Hope _ 

Siler  City _ 

Snow  Hill _ 

-Mebane _ 

-Louisburg _ 

-Kannapolis _ 

Fuquay  Springs— 

Maxton _ 

.Spray - 

Mt.  Airy _ 

North  Wilkesboro 

.Boone _ 

Southern  Pines. _ 

.Whiteville _ 

Belmont _ 

Farmville _ 

Mt.  Holly _ 

Kings  Mountain— 

.Troy _ 

Taylorsville _ 

.Littleton _ 

.Columbia _ 

China  Grove _ 

.Wake  Forest _ 

Bakersville— . . 


.Mrs.  J.  C.  Bowman 
Mrs.  Clinton  Bryan 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Morris 
-Mrs.  Roland  Williams 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Jenkins 
.Mrs.  Glenn  McAdams 
.Mrs.  Frank  Johnson 
Mrs.  H.  Y.  Mott 
Mrs.  F.  B.  Moss 
Mrs.  K.  E.  Simpson 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Reese 
.Miss  Myrtle  Harris 
Mrs.  Raymond  A.  Moore 
.Mrs.  Fred  Hastings 
_Mrs.  Russell  Blackburn 
-Miss  Helen  Clement 
.Miss  Ada  Valentine 
Mrs.  H.  Jordan 
-Mrs.  M.  C.  Lassiter 
Mrs.  Joe  Moore 
Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry 
..Mrs.  Livingston  Vann,  Jr. 
.Mrs.  W.  S.  Cozart 
.Mrs.  R.  M.  Williams 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Maness 
Mrs.  Robert  Loville 
-Mrs.  J.  E.  Turner 
Mrs.  L.  S.  Isaacs 
Mrs.  Roy  Pushee 
Mrs.  P.  K.  Avant 
.Mrs.  W.  H.  Crenshaw 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Bryan,  Jr. 
.Miss  Eunice  Hutchinson 
_Mrs.  C.  E.  Carpenter 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Russell 
.Miss  Mamie  White 
-Mrs.  L.  H.  Justis 
.Mrs.  T.  K.  Yerby 
Mrs.  Geo.  Bostian 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Wilkinson 
Mrs.  Frank  L.  Baker 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  PROGRAM 


SUNDAY,  AUGUST  24 

10:30  a.m. — Registration  booth  opens,  Robert  E.  Lee  Hotel. 

1:00  p.m. — Luncheon  for  Department  Executive  Committee,  Country- 
Club,  Winston-Salem  Unit,  Hostess. 

2:00  p.m. — Meeting  of  Executive  Committee,  Country  Club. 

8:00  p.m. — Joint  Religious  and  Memorial  Service,  Carolina  Theatre. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
MONDAY,  AUGUST  25 
7:45  a.m. — Registration,  Robert  E.  Lee  Hotel. 

8:30  a.m. — Call  to  Order,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Department  President. 

Invocation,  Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Department  Chaplain. 
Advance  of  Colors:  Pages,  Mrs.  T.  D.  Hill,  Chief  Page. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  Flag,  Led  by  Unit  Americanism 
Chairman. 

Reading  of  Preamble,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Department  Amer¬ 
icanism  Chairman. 

Song,  America. 

Call  for  Convention,  Read  by  Mrs.  Beatrice  T.  Carroll,  De¬ 
partment  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

Roll  Call. 

Report  of  Credentials  Committee. 

Report  of  Rules  Committee. 

Music:  Mrs.  Hazel  Hitchcock. 

9:30  a.m. — Joint  Session  with  American  Legion,  Carolina  Theatre. 

11:30  a.m. — Resume  Session,  Baptist  Church. 

Music:  Stephen  Morrisette. 

Introduction  of  National  Officers  and  Guests. 

Greeting  from  State  D.  A.  R.  Regent,  Mrs.  Charles  Whitaker. 
Report  of  National  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley. 
Report  of  President,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy. 
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Report  of  First  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller. 
Report  of  Second  Vice-President,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry. 

Report  of  Secretary  &  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Beatrice  T.  Carroll. 
Report  of  Historian,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher. 

Report  of  Chaplain,  Miss  Nannie  Dodson. 

Reports  of  Committeewomen. 

Adjournment. 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  26 
7:45  a.m. — Registration,  Robert  E.  Lee  Hotel. 

8:30  a.m. — Call  to  Order,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  First  Vice-President, 
presiding. 

Advancement  of  Colors — Pages. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag,  led  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher, 
Department  Americanism  Chairman. 

Reading  of  Preamble,  Unit  Americanism  Chairman,  Win¬ 
ston-Salem  Unit. 

Music,  George  Dickieson. 

Committee  Reports: 

Rehabilitation,  Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie,  Asheville. 

Finance,  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Raleigh. 

Child  Welfare,  Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow,  Greensboro. 

Poppy,  Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  Hickory. 

Membership,  Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Greenville. 

(Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  President,  presiding.) 

Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  National  Vice-President,  Southern  Di¬ 
vision — Address. 

Presentation  of  Col.  Geo.  K.  Freeman,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  American  Legion  Commander. 

Presentation  of  Col.  Dodge,  Medical  Officer,  Oteen,  N.  C. 

Presentation  of  Mr.  Jim  Caldwell,  Adjutant,  American 
Legion,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Ruth  McCurry  Brown,  Member  National  Defense  Com¬ 
mittee,  Address  on  National  Defense. 

(Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry,  presiding.) 

Credentials  Report. 

Election  of  Nominating  Committee. 

Report  of  Resolutions  Committee. 
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Report  of  Constitution  Committee. 

New  Business. 

Recess. 

2:15  p.m. — Resume  Session,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Department  Presi¬ 
dent,  presiding. 

Report  of  Courtesies  Committee. 

Election  of  Officers,  Past  President  presiding. 

Election  of  Delegates  to  National  Convention,  Mrs.  R.  S. 
McGeachy,  Department  President,  presiding. 

Presentation  of  New  Officers. 

Report  of  Trophies  and  Awards,  Mrs.  Mark  Lassiter,  De¬ 
partment  Chairman. 

Retirement  of  Colors. 

Adjournment. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIAL  CALENDAR 
SUNDAY,  AUGUST  24th 

1:00  p.m. — Luncheon  for  the  Department  Executive  Committee  at  the 
Country  Club — Winston-Salem  Unit,  Hostess. 

MONDAY,  AUGUST  25th 

1:00  p.m. — Luncheon  for  the  registered  delegates,  alternates  and  vis¬ 
itors  at  the  Woman’s  Club — Winston-Salem  Unit,  Hostess. 

5:00  p.m. — Tea  by  the  Local  Chapters  of  the  D.  A.  R.  and  U.  D.  C.,  at 
the  Country  Club  in  honor  of  registered  delegates,  alter¬ 
nates  and  visitors.  (Cars  will  be  at  Robert  E.  Lee  Hotel  at 
5:00  to  carry  any  one  wishing  transportation.) 

7 : 00  p.m. — Parade. 

10:00  p.m. — Dance  in  the  Ballroom  at  the  Robert  E.  Lee  Hotel. 

11:30  p.m. — Midnight  Show  at  the  Carolina  Theatre. 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  26th 

1:00  p.m. — Past  President’s  Luncheon,  Robert  E.  Lee  Hotel — Mrs. 
Dallas  Kirby,  Chairman — $1.00  per  plate. 

4:00  p.m. — Garden  Party  for  registered  delegates  and  alternates  given 
by  Miss  Alice  Gray. 


Sfnllf  Annual  (Ennntnttnn 


Amrriran  Ihgtnn  Auxiliary 

Ifcpartmrttt  af  Norll|  (Carnlttta 

3Ftrnt  laptiat  01l|urrlp  Wi«atou-#alm,  N.  0L 


FIRST  BUSINESS  SESSION 
Monday  Morning,  August  25,  1930. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy. 

All  stood  attention  while  the  colors  were  advanced  by 
the  pages,  and  the  Pledge  to  the  Flag  given  in  unison,  led 
by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Americanism  Chairman. 

The  Preamble  to  the  Constitution  was  then  read  by  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Absher,  Americanism  Chairman. 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Department  Chaplain,  gave  the  in¬ 
vocation. 

While  the  audience  remained  standing  the  first  verse  of 
“America”  was  sung. 

President,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy  :  By  authority  vested 
in  me  as  President  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina,  I  now  declare  the  Tenth  Annual 
Convention  in  session.  The  Secretary  will  now  read  the 
Convention  Call. 

CALL  FOR  THE  TENTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
Department  of  North  Carolina 

In  accordance  with  the  Department  Constitution,  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  will  hold  its  Tenth 
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Annual  Convention  in  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina,  August  24,  25, 
and  26,  simultaneously  with  the  Twelfth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Legion,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Purpose:  Receiving  reports  of  Department  Officers,  Department 
and  Convention  Chairman,  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  and 
District  Committeewomerx;  Election  of  Department  Officers,  Committee- 
women  and  Alternates  for  the  ensuing  year;  Election  of  Delegates  and 
Alternates  to  the  National  Convention  in  Boston,  Mass.;  Consideration 
of  Resolutions  and  Amendments  to  the  Department  Constitution; 
transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  properly  be  brought  before 
the  Convention. 

Representation :  Each  Unit  shall  be  entitled  to  be  represented  by 
one  delegate  and  one  alternate  for  the  first  ten  members  and  two 
additional  delegates  and  alternates  for  each  fifty  members  or  major 
fraction  thereof  whose  1930  dues  have  been  received  by  the  Department 
Treasurer  fifteen  days  before  Convention.  Each  member  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Executive  Committee  is  entitled  to  a  vote  to  be  exercised  with  the 
Unit  to  which  she  belongs.  The  voting  strength  of  each  Unit  shall  be 
equivalent  to  the  aggregate  number  of  delegates  to  which  the  Unit  is 
entitled. 

Resolutions  and  Recommendations:  Units  desiring  to  submit  reso¬ 
lutions  or  recommendations  to  the  Convention  are  requested  to  mail 
them  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  whose  name  will 
be  announced  August  9.  Resolutions  and  Recommendations  should  be 
typewritten  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  retained  by  the  delegate  and 
one  copy  given  to  the  Committee  Chairman — both  copies  to  be  signed 
by  the  Unit  President  and  Secretary.  No  anonymous  Resolutions  or 
Recommendations  will  be  given  consideration. 

Membership:  The  department  books  close  Saturday,  August  9th, 
1930.  Please  be  sure  to  have  all  your  membership  reported  by  that 
date. 

Registration :  Continuing  the  plan  adopted  last  year,  $1.00  registra¬ 
tion  fee  will  be  charged  for  all  delegates,  alternates  and  visitors  regis¬ 
tering.  Those  registering  will  be  entitled  to  all  Convention  entertain¬ 
ment  free  of  charge.  Hotel  Robert  E.  Lee  will  be  registration  head¬ 
quarters  for  the  Auxiliary. 

Sunday  Night:  It  is  hoped  that  every  member  will  make  an  effort 
to  be  present  at  the  joint  religious  and  memorial  services  to  be  held 
in  St.  Paul’s  Church  at  eight  p.m.,  Sunday,  August  24,  1930.  The 
National  Chaplain  will  deliver  the  sermon  and  a  musical  program  has 
been  arranged. 

Housing:  Mrs.  J.  A.  Bolich,  Jr.,  Brookstown  Road,  Winston-Salem, 
N.  C.,  is  chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee  and  will  assist  any 
Auxiliary  member  in  securing  accommodations. 

Hettie  W.  McGeachy, 
President,  Department  of  N.  C. 

President  :  The  Secretary  will  read  the  Committees  for 
the  Convention. 
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Credentials :  Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Chairman,  Henderson,  N.  C.;  Mrs. 
H.  V.  Norris,  Wilmington,  N.  C.;  Mrs.  R.  Grady  Shoaf,  Lexington, 
N.  C. ;  Mrs.  Gabe  Croom,  Asheville,  N.  C. ;  Mrs.  Beatrice  T.  Carroll, 
Kinston,  N.  C. 

Constitution :  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Chairman,  Monroe,  N.  C.;  Mrs.  Frank 
Johnson,  Statesville,  N.  C.;  Mrs.  Herbert  Taylor,  Dunn,  N.  C. 

Courtesy:  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hardin,  Jr.,  Chairman,  Salisbury,  N.  C. ; 
Mrs.  H.  Y.  Mott,  Mooresville,  N.  C.;  Mrs.  John  Langston,  Goldsboro, 
N.  C. 

Resolutions :  Mrs.  Geo.  Iseley,  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  Chairman;  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Dempsey,  Wilson,  N.  C.;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bolton,  Charlotte,  N.  C.;  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Rodman,  Jr.,  Washington,  N.  C.;  Mrs.  C.  T.  Bowers,  Warrenton,  N.  C. 

Rules:  Mrs.  Horace  Haworth,  Chairman,  High  Point,  N.  C. ;  Mrs. 
Lacy  Carroll,  St.  Pauls,  N.  C.;  Mrs.  Hiram  Bell,  Greensboro,  N.  C.; 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Fluck,  Tarboro,  N.  C.;  Miss  Myrtle  Harris,  Shelby,  N.  C. 

Parliamentarian:  Mrs.  Russell  Yount. 

The  Roll  was  called  by  Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll,  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Ed 
Benbow,  all  delegates  voting  “Aye,”  the  Credentials  Com¬ 
mittee’s  report  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  morning. 

The  Rules  Committee  Chairman  not  being  present,  this 
report  was  also  postponed  to  the  next  morning. 

President:  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  our  National  Execu¬ 
tive  Committeewornan,  will  make  her  report  at  this  time: 
Mrs.  Iseley. 

The  report  is  given  as  follows: 

Madam  President,  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

To  represent  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  at  National  is  a 
distinct  honor  and  privilege  for  this  department  has  earned  for  itself  a 
reputation  not  only  for  fulfilling  all  of  its  obligations  to  National  but 
for  helping  lead  the  way  in  relieving  the  burdens  of  the  disabled  vet¬ 
erans  and  their  families. 

Every  member  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  important  to 
the  National  organization  because  without  loyal  members  we  would 
have  no  Units,  and  without  hard  working,  interested  Units  we  would 
have  no  Departments,  and  without  cooperative  Departments  we  would 
have  no  nation-wide  organization  with  the  splendid  ideas  and  ideals  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

One  person  is  elected  each  year  to  enjoy  the  National  contact  for 
this  Department  and  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  having  given  me  the 
interesting  and  beneficial  experience.  Owing  to  the  illness  of  Mrs. 
Vass,  my  duties  as  National  Committeewornan  began  with  the  Louis¬ 
ville  Convention.  Every  session  of  the  Convention  was  attended  as 
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well  as  two  Executive  Committee  meetings  at  which  routine  Conven¬ 
tion  business  was  transacted.  Previous  to  the  January  National  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  meeting,  our  Southern  Vice-President  appealed  to 
the  Southern  States  to  send  a  check  to  this  meeting  by  their  committee- 
woman,  covering  their  quota  for  a  gift  to  the  National  Legion  Rehabil¬ 
itation  Committee  which  the  Auxiliary  National  Rehabilitation  Chair¬ 
man  had  announced  she  would  ask  the  Executive  Committee  to  vote. 
North  Carolina’s  part  amounted  to  $491.50,  or  ten  cents  per  member 
based  on  last  year’s  membership,  and  was  one  of  the  first  checks  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  National  President  after  the  gift  had  been  passed  upon. 

Believing  that  the  American  Legion  is  able  to  finance  its  own  re¬ 
habilitation  program  and  feeling  that  in  this  State,  where  we  have  a 
hospital  with  approximately  600  patients,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
rehabilitation  work  is  done  by  the  Auxiliary,  that  this  amount  should 
not  be  sent  out  of  the  State  each  year  without  the  approval  of  the 
majority  of  the  members,  your  National  Committeewoman  joined  with 
several  others  of  like  mind  in  asking  that  Convention  vote  decide 
whether  or  not  this  gift  should  be  asked  for  each  year.  I  trust  that 
you  will  give  this  careful  consideration  so  that  your  delegates  to  the 
National  Convention  may  cast  North  Carolina’s  votes  as  the  majority 
wish. 

At  this  same  meeting  your  representative  supported  the  motion  to 
return  to  the  old  plan  of  assigning  convention  seats  by  Departments 
instead  of  by  Divisions  when  location  is  based  upon  membership 
standing. 

As  one  of  the  representatives  of  this  Department,  I  attended  all 
sessions  of  the  National  Defense  Conference  which  was  held  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  just  after  the  January  National  Executive  Committee  meeting 
in  Indianapolis.  It  was  an  experience  which  I  sincerely  wish  all  might 
have.  It  would  open  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  our  Americanism  and 
National  Defense  programs  must  have  every  ounce  of  our  support  and 
be  made  a  major  activity  of  our  Units. 

Your  National  Committeewoman  has  attended  all  Department  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  meetings  this  year,  the  Unit  and  Post  Officers  Con¬ 
ference  in  Durham  and  one  District  meeting.  Also  it  was  my  happy 
privilege  to  be  the  guest  of  four  Unit  and  Post  gatherings  and  to 
organize  the  new  Franklinton  Unit.  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  you  all  for  your  thoughtful  courtesies  and  to  express  regret 
that  during  the  year  I  could  not  accept  many  of  the  invitations  ex¬ 
tended,  for  nothing  would  have  given  me  more  pleasure  than  to  have 
renewed  all  the  happy  contacts  made  last  year. 

I  must  mention  one  Conference  that  I  attended,  though  not  as  your 
Committeewoman,  the  Area  C  Child  Welfare  Conference  held  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.  Meetings  of  that  type  mean  more  to  our  organization  than 
I  can  begin  to  tell  you.  You  were  most  ably  represented  by  Mrs.  Ed 
Benbow,  our  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  and  North  Carolina  must  never 
be  without  representation  at  this  annual  conference. 

Our  Department  President,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  has  complied  with  every 
request  from  National  Headquarters,  and  I  want  to  congratulate  her 
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upon  her  achievements  as  well  as  to  thank  her  and  Mrs.  Carroll  for 
their  interest  and  cooperation  in  my  work. 

National  Convention  in  Boston  is  before  us  and  if  North  Carolina 
Department  wishes  any  matter  brought  before  the  National  Executive 
Committee  at  that  time,  it  will  be  my  pleasant  duty  to  represent  your 
wishes.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Florence  B.  Iseley, 
National  Executive  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Iseley  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 
Seconded  by  Mrs.  R.  J.  Miller,  all  voting  “Aye.” 

The  “Gold  Star  Mother’s  Parade”  was  then  sung  by  Mrs. 
Hazel  L.  Hitchcock,  accompanied  by  Miss  Nannie  Lasley  on 
the  piano,  which  was  a  real  treat  to  the  Convention  and 
greatly  enjoyed. 

At  the  request  of  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Historian,  the 
President  asked  Mrs.  Carroll,  the  Secretary,  to  read  the 
Historian’s  report,  which  was  as  follows: 

HISTORIAN’S  REPORT 
Madam  President  and  Ladies: 

My  report  will  be  extremely  brief  this  time,  for  I  have  been  so  busy 
completing  the  “History  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  1920-1929,”  that  I  have  not  had  the  time  to  follow 
up  Unit  Historians  and  see  that  they  prepared  and  submitted  Unit 
histories.  I  have  been  preparing  copy,  reading  proof,  classifying  and 
arranging  material,  writing  for  photographs  and  doing  the  thousands 
of  things  necessary  in  getting  a  book  printed,  and  there  has  been  no 
time  for  my  usual  routine  duties. 

From  the  reports  that  have  come  to  me  from  various  Units,  I  am 
convinced  that  the  year  has  been  a  year  of  healthy  growth  along  all 
lines.  Several  Units  submitted  fine  histories  of  their  work  for  the 
year  and  it  was  not  easy  to  pick  the  best.  After  careful  study,  I 
reached  the  conclusion  that  the  history  submitted  by  Mrs.  Gilbert  W. 
Fike,  historian  of  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit  No.  2,  Asheville,  was  the  best 
Unit  history  of  the  year.  To  this  Unit  goes  the  scrap  book  offered  by 
the  Department  Historian  for  the  best  Unit  history.  It  is  only  fair  to 
say  that  I  did  not  reach  this  decision  easily.  Asheville,  Greensboro, 
Gastonia  and  Durham  submitted  admirable  Unit  histories  and  there 
may  be  many  who  would  not  agree  with  my  decision.  I  would  place 
them  in  the  order  named.  The  following  Units  submitted  Unit  his¬ 
tories,  all  showing  most  commendable  activity  during  the  year:  Ashe¬ 
ville,  Greensboro,  Gastonia,  Durham,  Kannapolis,  Goldsboro,  Winston- 
Salem,  Snow  Hill,  Farmville,  Oxford,  Belmont,  Concord,  Newton, 
Wilmington,  Morganton,  North  Wilkesboro,  Salisbury,  Wake  Forest, 
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Louisburg,  Mooresville,  Greenville,  Chapel  Hill,  Plymouth,  Rutherford- 
ton,  Rocky  Mount,  Columbia,  Fuquay  Springs,  Wilson,  Weldon,  Sanford, 
Burlington,  New  Bern,  Shelby,  Hickory,  St.  Pauls,  Maxton,  Statesville, 
China  Grove,  Lincolnton,  Marion,  Davidson,  Morehead  City,  Lexington, 
Scotland  Neck,  Mt.  Airy,  Henderson,  Monroe,  Troy,  Raleigh. 

I  am  grateful  to  these  Units  for  their  efforts  in  trying  to  preserve 
their  Unit  histories  and  I  strongly  recommend  that  they  persevere 
along  this  line.  Every  Unit  should  provide  its  historian  with  a  scrap 
book  and  instruct  her  to  preserve  in  it  all  newspaper  accounts  of  the 
activities  of  the  Unit  and  the  Post  in  addition,  every  Unit  historian 
should  be  required  to  compile  and  file  with  the  Unit  records  a  complete 
history  of  every  year’s  work. 

In  1928  in  order  to  cut  down  our  annual  printing  bill  a  little,  it 
was  decided  to  omit  from  the  minutes  of  the  annual  convention  the 
various  reports  of  chairmen  of  standing  committees.  I  think  that 
this  is  a  serious  mistake,  and  I  recommend  that  these  reports  be 
printed  in  the  minutes  hereafter.  These  reports  tell  the  story  of  our 
year’s  work  and  it  can  be  told  in  no  other  way.  They  should  be  written 
into  the  minutes  and  preserved  for  future  generations.  Under  the 
present  system,  with  Department  Headquarters  shifting  every  year, 
requiring  re-packing  and  shipping  records  annually,  it  is  impossible 
to  preserve  all  of  our  records  and  many  of  these  reports  will  be  lost. 
It  was  a  mistake  to  leave  them  out  and  I  recommend  that  they  be 
included  hereafter. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher, 
Department  Historian. 

Mrs.  Fletcher  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Palmer,  of  Warrenton. 

Mrs.  Iseley  :  I  have  been  near  Mrs.  Fletcher  during  her 
work  in  compiling  this  History  and  I  realize  that  everything 
she  has  said  about  having  the  reports  printed  is  true.  I 
have  seen  how  much  work  it  caused  and  how  easily  these 
reports  could  be  lost,  and  I  move  that  her  recommendation 
be  accepted  and  in  the  future  all  reports  of  the  Chairman 
of  standing  committees  be  printed  in  the  minutes. 

Miss  Annie  Lee  :  Madam  President,  wouldn’t  that  be  a 
resolution  to  be  submitted  to  the  Resolutions  Committee? 

President  :  That  would  probably  be  the  proper  channel. 

Miss  Lee:  I  move  that  the  Historian’s  recommenda¬ 
tion  be  referred  to  the  Resolutions  Committee  for  action. 

Motion  duly  seconded  and  passed  by  all  voting  in  the 
affirmative. 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


19 


Mrs.  Fletcher’s  report  is  accepted  by  all  voting  “Aye.” 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt  moves  that  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  be 
given  the  Historian  for  her  splendid  work  in  compiling  the 
History.  Motion  seconded  by  Mrs.  Palmer.  All  rise  and 
applaud  Mrs.  Fletcher. 

President:  The  American  Legion  is  now  ready  for  us 
at  the  Carolina  Theatre.  Please  be  back  promptly  at  11 
o’clock  to  resume  our  work — we  have  much  to  do  and  we 
must  get  to  it  promptly. 

JOINT  SESSION  WITH  THE  LEGION 

9:30  A.M. — Joint  session  of  the  American  Legion  and  the 

American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Address  of  Welcome:  Hon.  George  W.  Coan, 
Jr.,  Mayor  City  of  Winston-Salem. 

Address  of  Welcome:  Miss  Margaret  Gray, 
President  Winston-Salem  Unit  of  the  Aux¬ 
iliary. 

Address  of  Welcome:  W.  Bryan  Booe,  Com¬ 
mander  Clyde  Bolling  Post  No.  55,  Win¬ 
ston-Salem,  North  Carolina. 

Song — James  L.  Camp. 

Response :  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Depart¬ 
ment  First  Vice-President  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

Response:  William  B.  Umstead,  American 
Legion. 

Instrumental  Trio : 


(a)  Barecolle  _ Pache 

(b)  Andantino _ Lemare 


Violins,  Miss  Susan  Webb  and 
Miss  Cynthia  Olive. 

Harp,  Miss  Nannie  Dodson. 

Presentation:  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  National  Vice- 
President  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Presentation:  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  National 
Executive  Committeewoman,  American  Le¬ 
gion  Auxiliary. 
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Presentation:  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Depart¬ 
ment  President,  American  Legion  Auxil¬ 
iary. 

10:30  A.M. — Introduction  of  Speaker,  by  Brigadier  General 

H.  W.  Butner,  U.  S.  Army. 

Address:  Major  General  Hanson  E.  Ely,  U.  S. 
Army,  Commanding  General  2nd  Corps 
Area. 

Song:  Mrs.  Audrey  LeGrande  and  Howard 
Conrad. 

11:30  a.m. — Introduction  of  Speaker,  by  Dr.  Frank  P. 

Graham,  President  University  of  North 
Carolina. 

Address:  Leonard  H.  Nason. 

After  Mr.  Nason’s  address  the  Auxiliary  retired  to  their 
Convention  hall. 

AUXILIARY  SESSION  RESUMED 
First  Baptist  Church 

President  :  Miss  Margaret  Gray,  President  of  the 
Winston-Salem  Unit,  has  something  to  say  to  us — Miss 
Gray. 

Miss  Gray  :  We  are  so  happy  to  have  you  as  our  guest 
and  we  want  you  to  enjoy  every  minute  of  your  stay  with 
us.  We  want  you  to  be  our  guest  at  the  Woman’s  Club  at 
1  o’clock.  Cars  will  be  here  at  15  minutes  to  one  to  take 
those  of  you  who  have  no  way  to  go.  We  hope  to  see  you 
all  there. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  1st  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

Mrs.  Miller  :  We  will  now  hear  the  report  of  our  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  McGeachy. 

PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

Your  Department  President  assumed  her  duties  immediately  after 
the  1929  National  Convention  which  was  held  at  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
When  I  returned  from  the  National  Convention  I  found  on  my  desk  a 
communication  from  the  Snow  Hill  Unit  which  contained  a  100  per 
cent  renewals  of  the  1929  membership.  I  felt  rather  proud  as  this 
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Unit  is  in  the  second  district,  to  which  my  own  Unit,  Kinston,  belongs. 
On  December  31st,  nineteen  Units  had  equalled  Snow  Hill’s  record 
and  we  felt  honored  that  nineteen  National  citations  came  to  the  State. 

On  October  21st  our  Department  Commander,  Col.  George  K.  Free¬ 
man  was  inducted  into  office  at  Goldsboro  by  Past  Commander  Gregg 
Cherry,  and  it  was  my  privilege  to  be  present  and  also  to  present  the 
work  and  aims  of  the  Auxiliary. 

I  went  to  Oteen  before  returning  home  and  had  an  opportunity  to 
visit  every  patient  in  the  hospital.  I  met  the  Commanding  Medical 
Officer  and  found  that  he  heartily  approved  of  our  program  and  was 
eager  and  willing  to  cooperate  in  every  way,  each  of  us  considering 
the  welfare  of  the  patients. 

On  November  4,  the  Finance  Committee  met  and  prepared  the 
budget  for  the  year  which  was  presented  to  the  Executive  Committee 
on  the  following  day  and  accepted  unanimously.  At  this  time  the 
Board  also  ratified  the  appointments  of  your  President.  There  were 
21  present  and  it  was  my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  entertain  them  at 
luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Kinston. 

All  the  Department  Presidents  were  asked  to  assemble  at  National 
Headquarters  in  Indianapolis  on  November  23,  at  National  expense, 
for  a  conference  with  our  National  officers  and  chairmen.  This  con¬ 
ference  was  of  untold  value  for  it  not  only  gave  all  Department  Presi¬ 
dents  an  opportunity  to  meet  each  other  and  to  gather  new  ideas,  but 
also  to  thoroughly  understand  the  program  National  had  planned  for 
the  year.  On  my  return  I  stopped  in  Asheville  to  assist  our  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Chairman  in  planning  the  Christmas  work.  The  Units  had  been 
previously  notified  to  wait  definite  assignments  of  patients  before  pre¬ 
paring  their  Christmas  boxes  and  there  was  excellent  cooperation  on 
the  part  of  all  the  Units. 

The  National  Defense  Conference  was  held  in  Washington  in  Jan¬ 
uary.  Having  just  recovered  from  a  severe  attack  of  the  “flu,”  I  was 
unable  to  attend,  but  the  Department  was  ably  represented  by  the 
National  Defense  Chairman,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Rust,  and  Mrs.  George  A. 
Iseley,  National  Executive  Committeewoman. 

The  Unit  and  Post  Officers  Conference,  also  the  meetings  of  the 
Finance  and  Executive  Committees  were  held  in  Durham  on  February 
10th.  The  Durham  Unit,  whose  capable  President  is  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Fowler,  provided  excellent  entertainment  and  hospitality.  A  large 
number  of  the  Chairmen  of  the  Department  Committees  were  present 
and  presented  the  programs  of  their  particular  work.  We  had  the  great 
honor  of  having  the  National  Commander,  Major  Bodenhamer,  National 
President,  Mrs.  Donald  Macrae,  National  Vice-President,  Southern 
Division,  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  and  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  National 
Executive  Committeewoman  and  National  Chairman  of  Rehabilitation 
Area  C,  present  at  this  meeting.  The  addresses  of  Commander  Boden¬ 
hamer  and  Mrs.  Macrae  were  wonderfully  interesting  and  inspiring. 
The  Department  Executive  Committee  entertained  at  luncheon  honor¬ 
ing  Mrs.  Macrae  and  Mrs.  Vass,  at  which  time  Mrs.  Macrae  was  pre- 
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sented  with  individual  silver  sugar  and  creamer,  and  Mrs.  Vass  a 
silver  salad  bowl,  from  the  committee. 

At  this  time  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt,  our  beloved  Aloha  President,  pre¬ 
sented  her  resignation  as  Chaplain  on  account  of  her  continued  ill 
health.  This  was  reluctantly  accepted  by  the  committee,  and  Miss 
Nannie  Dodson  was  appointed  Chaplain  to  fill  out  her  unexpired  term. 

We  have  actively  supported  the  Legislative  Program  as  outlined 
by  National — especially  the  Johnson  Bill,  Snell  Universal  Draft  Reso¬ 
lution,  Rodgers  Hospital  Bill.  The  hearty  support  of  our  Senators  and 
Congressmen  has  always  been  given  to  any  legislation  for  disabled 
ex-service  men  and  they  are  ever  eager  and  ready  to  help  secure  aid 
for  special  cases. 

A  resolution  was  passed  at  the  State  Convention  last  year  to  have  a 
universal  poppy  day  and  the  committee  appointed,  named  May  24th, 
the  day  National  had  designated.  This  year  we  were  given  a  quota 
to  reach  in  the  sale  of  poppies,  but  owing  to  the  financial  depression 
all  over  the  State,  and  bank  failures,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  many 
Units  had  a  large  number  of  poppies  left  from  last  year,  this  quota 
was  not  reached.  However,  more  poppies  were  actually  sold  this  year 
than  ever  before  and  the  proceeds  were  beyond  our  expectations. 

The  third  Executive  meeting  was  held  at  Carolina  Hotel,  June  14th. 
The  Finance  Committee  met  just  previously.  The  meeting  was  well 
attended  and  plans  for  the  State  Convention  were  discussed.  Mrs. 
Iseley  arranged  for  an  excellent  luncheon  immediately  following  the 
meeting. 

The  fourth  Finance  Committee  meeting  was  held  last  Saturday 
night  at  the  Robert  E.  Lee  Hotel.  The  Executive  Committee  met  Sun¬ 
day,  immediately  following  a  lovely  luncheon  given  in  their  honor  at 
the  Country  Club  by  the  Winston-Salem  Unit. 

Your  President  has  been  royally  entertained  by  many  Units,  Posts 
and  individual  members,  and  I  am  at  this  time  thanking  all  jointly  for 
the  many  attentions  shown  me. 

During  the  year  your  President  has  contacted  or  visited  68  Units, 
attended  10  Presidents  and  Secretaries  conferences,  7  District  meetings, 
and  has  traveled  over  10,000  miles.  Eight  new  Units  have  been  or¬ 
ganized  and  one  revived.  I  have  always  tried  whenever  possible  to 
communicate  with  the  Unit  President  in  passing  through  a  town,  but 
of  course  this  would  not  always  be  possible.  We  have,  however,  cor¬ 
responded  with  every  Unit  in  the  State  and  received  answers. 

This  year  the  Finance  and  Executive  Committees  recommended  that 
I  visit  Oteen  four  times,  and  I  can  never  forget  those  visits — thankful 
that  I  had  an  opportunity  to  meet  and  talk  with  those  fine  men,  men 
who  are  today  fighting  so  bravely  and  courageously — never  murmuring 
and  always  ready  to  help  the  other  fellow — verily  Buddies  in  deed  as 
well  as  in  spirit.  Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie,  Service  Worker  at  Oteen,  has 
endeared  our  organization  as  well  as  herself  to  all  the  patients  at 
Oteen.  She  is  always  ready  and  eager  to  answer  every  call  and  I  wish 
I  had  words  to  describe  the  wonderful  work  she  accomplishes  and  the 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


23 


good  she  is  doing.  Miss  Louise  Reinhardt  has  charge  of  the  Children’s 
Clinic  and  it  could  not  be  in  more  capable  hands.  I  hope  whenever 
any  one  of  you  visit  Oteen  that  you  will  visit  this  Clinic,  for  it  is  a  joy 
and  a  pleasure  to  see  the  wonderful  work  she  is  doing  amongst  the 
children. 

I  was  unable  to  attend  the  D.  A.  R.  Convention  in  Greensboro,  but 
Mrs.  Ed  Benbow,  Department  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  was  delegated 
to  carry  greetings.  Mrs.  Claverie,  State  Rehabilitation  Chairman,  rep¬ 
resented  the  Department  at  the  D.  A.  V.  Convention  in  Asheville. 

The  Executive  Board  at  the  last  meeting  decided  to  dispense  with 
the  reading  of  the  reports  of  the  Department,  except  Child  Welfare, 
Rehabilitation,  and  Finance,  at  the  Convention.  Each  report,  however, 
had  been  mimeographed  and  will  be  distributed  to  all  delegates.  The 
Chairmen  have  done  such  excellent  work  and  I  am  asking  that  you 
read  these  reports  and  give  them  your  careful  consideration.  It  is 
an  inspiration  to  see  how  much  each  one  has  accomplished  in  her 
department.  I  must  speak  a  few  words  for  our  new  Department — 
Junior  Activities — there  are  seven  active  Junior  Auxiliaries  and  eight 
or  ten  more  soon  to  organize.  By  another  year  we  will  have  a  flourish¬ 
ing  Junior  Department.  I  am  delighted  to  report  that  a  great  deal 
of  interest  has  been  shown  by  the  Units  in  music  and  in  reviving  and 
preserving  war  songs.  All  this  year  I  have  stressed  membership  for 
our  quota  was  very  large  and  I  am  exceedingly  proud  to  say  that  by 
August  9  we  had  reached  our  quota  and  “gone  over  the  top”  by  a  big 
majority — the  largest  membership  in  the  history  of  the  Auxiliary, 
having  increased  our  membership  by  635  or  more. 

Thanks  are  due  our  Committeewomen  for  they  have  worked  “in 
season  and  out  of  season”  and  have  cooperated  in  every  way.  Without 
their  help  the  work  could  not  have  been  accomplished  that  has  been 
done  this  year. 

The  officers,  Mrs.  Miller,  Mrs.  Perry,  Mrs.  Fletcher,  and  Miss  Dodson 
have  been  ever  ready  to  assist  the  Department  in  every  way  and 
have  been  a  wonderful  help  to  me.  Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll  was  ap¬ 
pointed  whole-time  Secretary  and  Treasurer  on  March  1st  and  she  has 
been  such  a  help  and  inspiration  to  me.  When  the  work  seemed  hard 
and  the  hours  seemed  dark,  she  has  always  encouraged  me  by  her 
cheerfulness  and  willingness  to  work.  She  has  truly  been  a  “rock  in 
a  weary  land.” 

I  wish  to  thank  all  the  Units  who  have  cooperated  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment  and  in  that  way  helped  us  to  carry  out  the  program  for  the  year 
of  usefulness.  Bulletins  are  the  only  means  we  have  of  communication 
with  the  Units  and  lack  of  cooperation  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
bulletins  are  either  not  read  or  are  ignored.  If  each  Unit  would 
answer  requests  by  the  specified  dates — always  plenty  of  time  is  given, 
but  some  Units  will  hold  up  the  work  for  weeks  by  neglecting  to  do 
this.  You  have  only  one  report  to  make  and  the  Department  Secretary 
has  82.  Mrs.  Iseley,  our  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  has  at 
all  times  been  eager  and  ready  to  cooperate.  She  has  been  “a  very 
present  help  in  time  of  trouble.”  Mrs.  Vass,  National  Vice-President 
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of  Southern  Division,  has  lent  a  helping  hand  and  her  advice  has  been 
invaluable.  All  the  Past  Presidents  have  been  willing  to  help  and 
have  given  valuable  assistance.  Thanks  to  all  of  them. 

I  wish  to  thank  Col.  Freeman  for  the  assistance  he  has  given  and 
we  have  both  striven  side  by  side  to  make  the  work  a  success.  To  Mr. 
F.  A.  Hutchinson  is  due  thanks  for  the  prompt  assistance  he  has  always 
rendered  in  helping  to  secure  aid  for  disabled  ex-service  men. 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  as  well  as  a  great  honor,  to  serve  as 
your  President.  I  am  deeply  appreciative  of  the  friendship  I  have 
made  and  hope  that  these  bonds  of  friendship  will  grow  stronger  and 
the  work  grow  accordingly.  We  have  caught  the  vision  of  what  our 
obligations  are  to  our  “buddies,”  their  families,  to  our  country,  and 
to  our  community,  but  we  must  remember  that 

“One  word  won’t  tell  folks  who  you  are, 

We’ve  got  to  keep  on  talking. 

One  step  won’t  take  us  very  far, 

We’ve  got  to  keep  on  walking. 

One  inch  won’t  make  us  very  tall, 

We’ve  got  to  keep  on  growing. 

One  little  effort  won’t  do  it  all, 

We’ve  got  to  keep  on  working. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hettie  W.  McGeachy, 
Department  President. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  moves  the  acceptance  of  her  report, 
which  is  seconded  by  Mrs.  Iseley — all  voting  to  accept  it  as 
read  and  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  is  extended  Mrs.  McGeachy 
for  the  splendid  work  she  has  done  during  the  year. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  in  chair:  It  is  now  my  great  pleasure 
to  introduce  to  you  some  of  our  distinguished  guests — 
First  a  lady  whom  we  all  know,  one  whom  I  cannot  think  of 
as  one  of  the  National  Vice-Presidents — I  always  think  of 
her  as  our  own  Byrd  Vass — Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  Southern 
Vice-President.  (Applause.)  Mrs.  Vass  stands. 

We  have  a  guest  from  our  neighboring  State,  one  who 
has  been  with  us  before  and  one  whom  we  always  enjoy 
having,  Miss  Cora  Vaughan,  of  Virginia.  Miss  Vaughan 
stands.  (Applause.) 

Lately  one  of  our  neighboring  States  has  been  pushing  us 
for  membership,  having  almost  reached  the  four  thousand 
mark.  We  are  delighted  to  have  with  us  the  President  of 
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this  Department,  Mrs.  Henry  Cappelman,  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina.  Mrs.  Cappelman  stands.  (Applause.) 

There  is  one  with  us  who  needs  no  introduction — she  is 
one  whom  we  all  know  and  love — Florence  Iseley,  our 
National  Executive  Committeewoman.  Mrs.  Iseley  stands. 
(Unusual  applause.) 

I  will  next  introduce  Mrs.  Ruth  McCurrey  Brown,  Past 
President  of  the  Department  of  Arkansas  and  member  of 
the  National  Defense  Committee,  who  will  speak  to  you 
later. 

President  :  Is  the  First  District  Committeewoman 
ready  to  report? 

(A  member  from  this  District  says  not  ready  yet.) 

President:  Is  the  Committeewoman  from  the  Second 
District  ready  to  report? 

report  of  second  district 

Maclam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary : 

As  District  Commiteewoman  of  the  Second  District,  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  1929  and  1930. 

The  Second  District  now  has  nine  active  Units  with  a  total  mem¬ 
bership  of  450.  All  Units  have  increased  their  membership,  and  splen¬ 
did  work  has  been  done.  Two  new  Units  have  been  organized,  one  at 
Littleton  with  26  members,  and  one  at  Windsor  with  13  members. 

In  November  a  meeting  of  the  Unit’s  Presidents  and  Secretaries  was 
held  in  Wilson.  We  were  privileged  to  have  with  us  our  President, 
Mrs.  McGeachy. 

I  have  attended  all  Executive  Board  Meetings  during  the  year,  also 
attended  the  Auxiliary  and  Post  Officers’  Conference  held  in  Durham. 

During  the  year  each  Unit  has  been  contacted  by  personal  visit  or 
by  mail.  I  have  written  more  than  seventy-five  letters  to  the  Units 
and  the  Department  in  the  interest  of  Auxiliary  work. 

The  second  District  meeting  was  held  in  Weldon  on  April  17th  in 
the  Legion  hut.  Eight  Units  were  represented,  the  attendance  good, 
considering  the  inclement  weather.  Mrs.  McGeachy,  our  honor  guest, 
made  a  splendid  and  helpful  talk.  Major  C.  R.  Daniel  and  Dr.  W.  G. 
Suiter  were  also  on  the  program.  Each  Unit  gave  splendid  reports. 

Efforts  were  made  by  Mrs.  McGeachy  and  myself  to  organize  a  Unit 
at  Rosemary,  and  revive  the  Unit  at  Enfield;  I  hope  we  created  enough 
interest  for  them  to  organize  next  year. 

In  order  to  increase  interest  in  membership,  $5.00  in  gold  was 
offered  to  the  Unit  having  the  greatest  increase  in  membership  over 
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last  year’s  membership.  Scotland  Neck,  Snow  Hill,  Warrenton,  Weldon, 
and  Wilson  won  the  National  citation  for  100  per  cent  membership  by 
January  1st. 

i 

Kinston  has  fulfilled  all  obligations;  will  get  a  State  citation;  has 
done  local  child  welfare  work,  also  some  local  rehabilitation  work. 

Littleton  has  adopted  two  boys  at  Oteen  and  raised  money  to  meet 
obligations  by  sponsoring  a  fiddlers’  convention. 

Scotland  Neck  has  marked  the  soldiers’  graves  with  iron  crosses; 
sent  boxes  of  books  and  clothing  to  Oteen  for  children;  also  remem¬ 
bered  men  in  ward. 

Snow  Hill  has  fulfilled  all  obligations,  won  State  citation;  also  $5.00 
prize  for  first  Unit  in  State  to  equal  1929  membership.  Americanism 
was  their  outstanding  activity.  One  hundred  crepe  myrtle  trees  have 
been  set  out  as  memorial  to  World  War  veterans. 

Tarboro  has  been  handicapped  by  illness  of  their  President,  but  has 
given  freely  to  boys  at  Oteen  and  to  Central  Fund. 

Warrenton  reports  their  outstanding  activity  is  the  Memorial  Li¬ 
brary  Fund;  they  have  contributed  to  a  family  whose  home  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  other  families  in  need,  and  met  all  department 
obligations. 

Weldon  reports  their  important  work  has  been  gifts  for  the  ward 
at  Oteen,  also  families  of  ex-service  men;  and  the  monthly  contribution 
to  the  Central  Fund. 

Wilson  has  met  all  obligations,  made  possible  by  participating  in 
the  Indoor  Circus;  assists  the  Post  in  the  Orthopedic  Clinic  and  helped 
ex-service  men  get  compensation. 

Windsor,  our  youngest  Unit,  hopes  to  have  a  report  in  another  year. 

It  has  been  a  privilege  and  a  pleasure  to  serve  the  Second  District, 
and  I  wish  to  thank  our  President,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  and  Mrs.  Carroll, 
our  Secretary,  for  the  much  needed  help  they  have  given  me;  and  I 
wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  cooperation  that  has  been  given 
me  by  Mrs.  Suiter,  Alternate  Committeewoman,  and  the  Units  of  the 
Second  District. 

Ethel  W.  Dew  (Mrs.  N.  M.) 

Mrs.  Dew  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 
Seconded  by  Mrs.  Suiter.  Accepted  as  read. 

President:  We  will  now  have  the  Third  District  Com- 
mitteewoman’s  report. 

REPORT  OF  THIRD  DISTRICT 

Madam  Chairman: 

It  has  been  my  very  great  pleasure  and  privilege  to  serve  as  Com¬ 
mitteewoman  from  the  Third  District  this  year.  I  have  not  accom¬ 
plished  many  things  which  I  had  hoped  to,  and  really  planned  in  my 
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heart  to  do  when  I  came  home  from  our  first  Executive  Board  meeting, 
called  by  Mrs.  McGeachy  early  in  November,  but  I  do  not  feel  alto¬ 
gether  discouraged  for  we  have  added  one  new  Unit  to  our  “Link  of 
Three.”  I  feel  that  in  many  things  I  have  fallen  short  but  there  have 
been  so  many  contacts  and  each  Unit  has  cooperated  so  well  that  all  in 
all  I  feel  thankful  for  the  Department  for  the  results  derived. 

During  the  latter  part  of  November,  with  the  cooperation  of  Mrs. 
Miller,  our  First  Vice-President,  we  organized  an  Auxiliary  Unit  at 
Clinton.  This  Unit  was  fortunate  in  having  placed  at  its  head  a  leader 
who  knew  Auxiliary  work.  She  had  stayed  at  Oteen  six  or  eight 
months  while  her  husband  was  a  patient  there  and  she  was  able  to 
tell  the  other  members  of  her  Unit  of  the  work  she  knew  had  been 
done  and  the  golden  opportunity  for  future  work  by  the  Legion  Auxil¬ 
iary.  This  new  Unit  at  Clinton  has  functioned  beautifully  this  year. 
They  have  helped  with  rehabilitation  work,  but  from  Mrs.  Henley’s 
report  I  think  perhaps  their  outstanding  activities  have  been  locally. 
They  served  dinner  to  veterans  of  all  wars  on  May  10th.  They  have 
sent  trays  to  families  of  ex-service  men  where  illness  was.  Have  helped 
one  family  consisting  of  wife  and  four  children.  The  husband  is  not 
an  ex-service  man  but  is  ill  at  the  State  Sanatorium  with  tuberculosis 
and  the  family  has  no  income.  This  help  was  done  by  Auxiliary  mem¬ 
bers  through  private  funds. 

In  February  it  was  my  very  great  pleasure  to  have  Mrs.  McGeachy, 
our  President,  attend  a  District  meeting  held  in  Morehead.  We  had 
a  very  good  attendance  and  much  interest,  information  and  enthusiasm 
was  gained  through  this  meeting.  It  was  my  loss  and  disappointment 
to  not  be  able  to  attend  the  second  Board  meeting  at  the  Post  Officers 
Conference  held  in  Durham,  nor  the  third  at  Raleigh. 

I  had  hoped  to  organize  Units  at  Fremont,  Warsaw  and  Wallace. 
Legionaires  at  Warsaw  did  not  consider  it  advisable  at  present  to 
organize  there.  Fremont  and  Wallace  did  not  answer  any  of  the  many 
letters  written  them. 

Goldsboro  Unit,  under  the  capable  guidance  of  Mrs.  John  D.  Lang¬ 
ston,  has  done  a  wonderful  work  this  year.  Their  child  welfare  and 
rehabilitation  work  is  something  any  Unit  should  justly  be  proud  of. 
They  have  worked  hand  in  hand  with  other  civic  organizations  of 
their  town  and  have  contacted  six  families  of  ex-service  men  needing 
aid.  They  have  increased  their  membership  from  seventy-five  to  one 
hundred  and  two.  . 

New  Bern  Unit,  as  usual  has  done  very  satisfactory  work.  The 
Unit  there  has  been  handicapped  a  great  deal  through  banks  failing, 
etc.,  and  they  have  not  been  able  to  reach  their  quota  in  membership 
but  their  work  has  gone  on  and  they  should  feel  exceedingly  glad  that 
through  all  their  difficulties  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary  has  not  gone 
backward.  New  Bern  Unit  does  more  for  Fidac  relations  than  any 
Unit  I  know  of  in  Eastern  North  Carolina.  During  their  poppy  sale, 
Mrs.  Aarons,  who  has  been  in  this  country  about  three  years,  sold  more 
poppies  than  any  other  member.  Under  the  guidance  of  Mrs.  Tom 
Daniels,  she  has  become  a  most  loyal  Legionaire  and  one  of  their  best 
workers. 
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Morehead  City  has  done  exceedingly  well  this  year.  They  have 
increased  their  membership  400  per  cent.  Their  rehabilitation  work 
has  been  carried  on  very  successfully.  This  Unit  has  cooperated  with 
other  civic  organizations  in  many  ways.  One  of  the  main  things  they 
have  done  in  this  line  has  been  the  taking  over  and  the  upkeep  of  the 
World  War  Memorial  Plot  on  which  a  beautiful  Memorial  fountain 
was  erected  several  years  ago  before  an  Auxiliary  Unit  was  organized 
there.  This  year  the  Legion  Auxiliary  has  been  so  active  that  it  has 
become  recognized  as  never  before  by  other  organizations  in  the  town. 
Morehead  Unit  has  done  a  big  work  in  the  schools  along  Americanism 
lines,  through  Flag  study,  Flag  oratorical  contests  and  during  National 
Music  Week. 

The  Third  District  has  met  the  Department’s  request  in  member¬ 
ship.  Last  year  the  Third  had  193  members.  This  year  we  have  248, 
an  increase  of  over  22  per  cent. 

I  wish  to  express  my  great  appreciation  to  our  Department  officers 
and  especially  to  Mrs.  McGeachy.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  be  asso¬ 
ciated  with  each  and  every  one.  And  too,  I  wish  to  thank  my  Units 
for  their  assistance  in  making  this  year’s  work  most  pleasant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Floyd  M.  Chadwick. 


Mrs.  Chadwick  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Iseley.  Accepted  as  read. 

Mrs.  Turner  asks  that  the  Seventh  District  meet  for  a 
few  minutes  immediately  after  the  luncheon  at  the  Woman’s 
Club. 

President:  We  will  open  promptly  at  8:30  tomorrow 
morning.  Please  be  here  on  time.  The  cars  are  waiting  to 
carry  us  to  the  Woman’s  Club  now,  so  we  will  recess  until 
8:30  tomorrow  morning. 
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TUESDAY  MORNING 
August  26,  1930 — 8:30  O’clock 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  1st  Vice-President  in  the  chair. 

Mrs.  Miller:  We  will  all  please  stand  while  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Absher  leads  the  Pledge  to  the  Flag. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Americanism  Chairman,  leads  the 
Pledge  to  the  Flag :  “I  pledge  allegiance  to  the  Flag  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  Republic  for  which  it  stands, 
one  Nation  indivisible,  with  Liberty  and  Justice  for  all.” 

Mrs.  Miller  :  Please  remain  standing  while  Mrs.  Little, 
Americanism  Chairman  of  the  Winston-Salem  Unit,  reads 
the  Preamble. 

Mrs.  Miller:  Next  on  the  program  is  music  by  Mr. 
George  Dickieson. 

Mr.  Dickieson  renders  a  selection  on  the  violin. 

Mrs.  Miller:  I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Dickieson  on  behalf 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  for  coming  to  us  and 
playing  this  selection.  We  have  enjoyed  it  very  much,  Mr. 
Dickieson. 

Is  the  Chairman  of  the  Rules  Committee  ready  to  report? 

Before  Mrs.  Haworth  makes  this  report,  will  the  Pages 
please  seat  the  delegates  who  are  in  the  back  of  the  room? 

report  of  rules  committee 

Madam  President: 

The  Rules  Committee  makes  the  following  recommendations  to  the 
Tenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina: 

1.  A  speaker  shall  rise,  address  the  chair,  give  her  name  and  Unit, 
and  obtain  recognition  before  she  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

2.  No  member  shall  speak  a  second  time  on  the  same  question  if 
another  member  who  has  not  spoken  on  that  question  desires  the  floor, 
and  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  question 
except  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Convention. 

3.  The  maker  of  a  motion  may  open  and  close  the  debate.  Debate 
shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes  to  each  speaker.  Debate  on  any 
question  shall  be  limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 

4.  No  extension  of  time  shall  be  allowed  to  a  speaker  or  to  debate 
except  by  two-thirds  vote. 
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5.  All  main  motions  shall  be  written,  signed  by  the  maker,  and 
handed  to  the  chair  before  the  close  of  the  session  at  which  they  are 
offered. 

6.  Any  delegate  desiring  the  privilege  of  the  Convention  must  wear 
her  badge  in  plain  sight. 

7.  An  alternate  taking  the  place  of  a  delegate  at  any  meeting  shall 
wear  the  delegate’s  badge. 

8.  No  person  shall  enter  or  leave  the  hall  while  another  is 
speaking. 

9.  Parliamentary  procedure  as  prescribed  in  Robert’s  Rules  of 
Order,  Revised,  shall  be  observed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Horace  Haworth,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Lacy  Carroll. 

Mrs.  Hiram  Bell. 

Miss  Myrtle  Harris. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Fluck. 


Mrs.  Haworth  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

Mrs.  Miller:  If  there  are  no  objections  this  report  will 
be  accepted  as  read. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  in  the  chair. 

President:  We  will  now  have  the  report  of  Mrs.  Miller, 
our  First  Vice-President. 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

Madam  President,  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  in  Convention  assembled: 

The  meeting  of  the  Department  Executive  Board,  on  November  8th 
was  the  first  call  to  duty  for  your  First  Vice-President.  This  was  a 
most  interesting  meeting,  held  in  Kinston  at  the  Kinston  Hotel.  Com¬ 
mittees  for  the  year  were  ratified  and  a  budget  for  the  year  adopted. 
Many  new  chairmen  were  present  and  all  had  an  opportunity  to  become 
better  acquainted  at  a  delightful  luncheon  given  by  the  President  to 
the  Executive  Board.  The  other  Executive  Board  meetings  of  the  year 
held  in  Durham,  Raleigh  and  Winston-Salem,  have  been  attended,  and 
the  Executive  Board  appreciative  of  the  fine  hospitality  of  the  Units 
that  arranged  the  luncheons  for  these  meetings.  At  the  request  of  our 
President,  who  was  attending  the  Presidents  and  Secretaries  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Indianapolis,  your  Vice-President  represented  the  Department 
at  the  Fourth  District  meeting  which  was  held  at  Fuquay  Springs.  The 
Units  of  the  district  made  splendid  reports  and  were  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  aims  and  purposes  of  our  organization.  A  luncheon, 
served  by  the  Home  Economics  class  of  the  high  school,  was  attended 
by  all  delegates. 
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Other  District  meetings  attended  were  the  Sixth  and  the  Ninth. 
The  Wilmington  Unit  was  hostess  to  the  Sixth  District  meeting  in  the 
Legion  hut  which  is  the  finest  one  in  the  State.  It  was  my  pleasure  to 
present  a  number  of  Auxiliary  pins  to  those  doing  outstanding  work 
in  membership.  At  Lincolnton  where  the  Ninth  District  meeting  was 
held,  more  than  150  were  in  attendance.  In  the  evening  the  Unit  and 
Post  entertained  both  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  members  at  a  dinner 
at  Lithia  Springs.  At  this  dinner  your  Vice-President  responded  to 
the  welcome. 

Regular  meetings  at  Davidson,  Raleigh,  and  Kinston,  were  attended. 

With  Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick,  Third  District  Committeewoman,  a  Unit 
at  Clinton  was  organized.  We  are  very  proud  of  the  way  this  Unit  is 
accepting  its  responsibility,  and  responding  to  all  calls.  The  Legion 
held  their  district  meeting  on  the  same  date  and  we  were  guests  at  a 
barbecue.  On  a  trip  to  Bakersville  with  Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh  of  the  Ninth 
District,  another  Unit  was  organized.  Although  this  Unit  has  a  small 
membership,  it  has  great  possibilities  and  fills  a  real  need  in  the 
community. 

In  February  at  the  Post  and  Units  Officers  Conference  in  Durham, 
we  were  honored  by  a  visit  from  our  National  President,  Mrs.  Virginia 
Macrae,  and  our  National  Commander,  Major  Bodenhamer.  At  the 
conference  it  was  my  privilege  to  respond  to  the  address  of  welcome. 
The  Durham  Unit  planned  a  delightful  luncheon,  gifts  were  presented 
to  our  National  President,  Mrs.  Macrae,  and  to  our  Southern  District 
Vice-President,  our  own  Mrs.  Harry  Vass.  It  was  my  great  pleasure 
to  present  the  gift  to  Mrs.  Vass.  This  conference  will  long  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  one  from  which  we  derived  much  pleasure  and  profit. 

In  response  to  a  call  from  our  President,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  your  Vice- 
President  made  a  short  talk  on  the  interest  of  the  Auxiliary  in  Mothers 
Aid  at  the  North  Carolina  Social  Service  Conference  which  was  held 
in  Charlotte. 

Again  at  the  request  of  our  President,  it  was  my  pleasant  duty  to 
represent  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  at  the  Department  Conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Spanish-American  War  Veterans  and  to  bring  them  greet¬ 
ings  from  our  organization;  also  to  represent  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  at  a  luncheon  given  by  the  Department  President.  Several 
visits  were  made  to  Oteen  and  each  time  a  number  of  patients  were 
visited.  The  spirit  of  the  men  is  wonderful.  On  every  hand  you  hear 
commendation  for  our  service  worker. 

My  association  with  the  members  of  the  Units  of  our  Auxiliary  this 
past  year  has  been  most  enjoyable.  All  the  tasks  assigned  me  by  our 
President,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  have  been  pleasant  ones,  and  I  am  happy 
to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  serving  with  her  for  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Myrtle  Bowman  Miller,  (Mrs.  Reverdy  J.) 


Mrs.  Miller  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 
Seconded  by  Mrs.  Perry.  Accepted  as  read. 
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President:  Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry,  Second  Vice-President, 
will  now  make  her  report. 

SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary : 

It  is  most  embarrassing  to  be  called  on  to  make  a  report,  following 
such  a  splendid  report  of  our  First  Vice-President  and  as  you  know, 
the  duties  of  the  Second  Vice-President  are  not  defined.  However,  I 
will  tell  you  that  I  have  attended  all  Executive  Board  meetings  of 
which  I  had  notice.  I  have  written  numerous  letters  dealing  with 
Auxiliary  work  and  have  been  ready  and  willing  at  all  times  to  respond 
to  any  call  of  our  President.  I  appreciate  the  honor  you  gave  me  in 
electing  me  your  Second  Vice-President  and  only  wish  that  you  had 
called  on  me  more,  for  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  serve  with  and  for  the 
members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry. 


Mrs.  Miller  in  the  chair. 

Mrs.  Miller:  As  we  did  not  finish  having  all  reports 
yesterday  afternoon,  we  will  begin  with  the  reports  of  the 
District  Committeewomen.  Is  the  First  District  now  ready 
to  report? 

Mrs.  Cahoon,  First  District  Committeewoman,  makes  the 
following  report: 

REPORT  OF  FIRST  DISTRICT 

Notwithstanding  the  sad  calamity  in  the  First  District,  of  losing 
Mrs.  Wilkinson  as  District  Committeewoman,  there  has  been  some 
progress  made  in  Auxiliary  activities  during  the  year.  Although  the 
accomplishments  have  not  attained  the  ideal  of  your  committeewoman, 
however,  I  am  proud  of  the  present  attainments  and  the  splendid  co¬ 
operation  that  has  been  manifested;  it  could  not  have  been  better  on 
the  part  of  the  members  and  officials. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  attending  one  conference,  held  in  Washington, 
N.  C.,  with  thirty  members  present.  We  were  honored  with  the  presence 
of  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  who  instructed  the  con¬ 
ference  in  Auxiliary  work,  which  I  feel  was  very  beneficial  to  the 
members  present,  and  was  the  contributing  attribute  to  the  progress, 
thus  far  attained  in  the  First  District.  It  was  a  real  inspiration  to 
have  Mrs.  McGeachy  to  visit  the  district  in  the  interest  of  our  work. 

With  the  aid  and  cooperation  of  the  active  Units,  one  new  Unit  was 
organized  at  Farmville,  with  eleven  charter  members;  one  new  Unit 
at  Elizabeth  City  with  eighteen  charter  members.  The  new  Unit  that 
was  organized  at  Windsor,  N.  C.,  was  not  in  this  district.  I  received 
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an  urgent  invitation  to  participate  in  helping  to  organize  this  Unit,  to 
which  I  gladly  responded.  It  was  a  real  pleasure  to  render  service  in 
this  capacity. 

There  are  five  very  active  Units  in  the  district.  The  five  Units  con¬ 
stitute  a  membership  of  two  hundred  sixty-three,  which  is  a  gain  of 
ninety-four  over  last  year’s  membership  or  approximately  556  per  cent 
as  per  bulletin,  under  date  of  August  11th. 

The  reports  from  the  Units  indicate  that  the  outstanding  feature  of 
the  various  Auxiliary  Units  this  year,  has  been  the  welfare  of  the  ex¬ 
soldiers,  who  are  at  Oteen,  and  their  families.  Each  and  every  request 
coming  in  in  behalf  of  these  men  and  other  purposes  has  been  gladly 
received  and  same  promptly  complied  with.  The  Child  Welfare  has 
been  given  very  active  consideration  and  each  Unit  has  been  very 
interested  and  promptly  acting  on  any  request  coming  for  this  purpose. 
Other  Units  report  that  they  aided  in  promoting  the  community  spirit, 
in  participating  in  this  activity,  by  way  of  contributions  and  services. 
Several  Units  report  that  they  have  maintained  a  comrade’s  family 
during  the  year  by  furnishing  food  and  clothes. 

It  is  a  real  pleasure  for  me  to  report  that  the  First  District  has 
been  very  active  in  complying  with  requests  and  promoting  the  interest 
of  the  Auxiliary.  The  cooperation  that  I  received  from  these  Units  is 
very  commendable.  I  want  to  express  to  the  Department  and  Unit 
Officers  and  the  constituents  of  the  Auxiliary,  also  to  the  Legion  Officers 
and  constituents,  my  sincere  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  their  cor¬ 
diality  and  cooperation  of  which  I  have  been  the  recipient.  The  duties 
of  the  District  have  been  a  real  pleasure  and  I  received  a  great  joy 
and  inspiration  while  trying  to  carry  on  work  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Clara  Mae  Cahoon, 

First  District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Cahoon  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

Mrs.  Miller:  If  there  are  no  objections,  this  report  will 
be  accepted  as  read. 

Is  the  Fourth  District  Committeewoman  ready  to  report? 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Alternate,  reads  report  of  Fourth 
District  as  follows : 

report  of  fourth  district 

The  Fourth  District  is  composed  of  ten  Units  with  a  total  member¬ 
ship  of  735.  One  new  Unit  has  been  added  during  the  year. 

Reports  of  the  outstanding  activities  of  six  of  these  Units  have  been 
reported  to  me  and  are  as  follows: 

Louisburg  reports  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare  as  the  out¬ 
standing  work  of  the  year.  The  President  of  this  Unit  has  filled  out 
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over  fifty  blanks  for  ex-service  men  for  compensation,  hospitalization, 
and  all  other  blanks  desires  and  has  written  over  sixty-five  letters  con¬ 
cerning  this  work.  The  Unit  has  also  contributed  food,  clothes  and 
money  to  three  families  in  dire  need,  and  has  obtained  help  from  the 
State  Board  for  another. 

Rocky  Mount  has  stressed  Rehabilitation.  This  Unit  has  spent 
$356.00  in  the  work  at  home  and  at  Oteen,  and  has  helped  secure  com¬ 
pensation  for  two  ex-service  men. 

Henderson  reports  Child  Welfare  as  the  outstanding  work.  The 
Unit  has  spent  $161.59  in  actual  cash.  The  money  value  of  shoes, 
clothing,  etc.,  amounts  to  $95.00.  A  number  of  needy  cases  have  also 
been  helped. 

Raleigh  reports  as  its  outstanding  activity,  an  enlarged  and  im¬ 
proved  Child  Welfare  program.  In  actual  money  this  Unit  has  spent 
$400.00,  and  by  adding  to  this  the  value  in  money  of  materials  and 
supplies,  the  total  amount  spent  is  about  $781.00. 

Fuquay  Springs  reports  work  on  the  log  hut,  a  memorial  to  the 
boys  who  died  in  service,  as  its  outstanding  work  of  the  year.  A 
great  many  interior  improvements  have  been  made,  while  flowers, 
shrubs  and  trees  have  been  planted  around  the  building. 

Wake  Forest  reports  Child  Welfare  as  its  outstanding  activity. 
Provisions  and  money  have  been  supplied  throughout  the  year  to  the 
needy  families  of  two  disabled  veterans. 

I  have  written  about  100  letters  in  the  interest  of  the  work,  sent 
telegrams  and  made  numerous  phone  calls.  I  have  unsuccessfully  at¬ 
tempted  to  establish  several  new  Units.  I  have  contacted  the  President 
of  each  Unit  in  person  or  by  letter.  I  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  McGeachy, 
Mrs.  Iseley,  Mrs.  Carroll,  my  alternate  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Newell, 
and  everyone  in  the  Fourth  District  who  has  helped  me  carry  on 
my  work  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Rebecca  P.  Ballentine, 
Fourth  District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Ballentine  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 
No  objections.  Accepted  as  read. 

Mrs.  Miller:  The  Fifth  District  Committeewoman, 
Mrs.  Stem,  will  now  give  us  her  report. 

Mrs.  Stem,  Fifth  District  Committeewoman,  makes  the 
following  report : 

REPORT  OF  FIFTH  DISTRICT 

Madam  President : 

It  is  no  easy  job  to  tell  in  eight  minutes  what  it  has  taken  a  whole 
year  to  accomplish,  but  I  will  at  least  report  the  most  important 
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things.  For  our  first  District  work  we  had  a  Unit  President  meeting. 
The  Burlington  Unit  was  the  hostess  and  entertained  us  in  a  lovely 
manner.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Alamance  Hotel.  We  were 
very  fortunate  in  having  as  our  honor  guests  Mrs.  McGeachy,  Mrs. 
Benbow,  and  Mrs.  Weatherspoon.  Mrs.  McGeachy  outlined  the  work 
for  the  year,  stressing  membership  and  money.  Mrs.  Benbow  explained 
the  work  for  the  Child  Welfare  chairman,  and  Mrs.  Weatherspoon  gave 
excellent  ideas  regarding  the  Junior  organizations.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  business  those  present  for  this  meeting  were  invited  to  the  home 
of  Mrs.  McAdams,  President,  where  a  lovely  luncheon  was  served. 
Many  thanks  to  Burlington  for  her  hospitality.  Following  this  meet¬ 
ing  many  letters  were  written  and  activities  started  in  earnest. 

There  are  ten  active  Units  in  our  District,  with  1,074  members  on 
roll.  There  are  Posts  and  no  Units  in  four  places,  Roxboro,  Madison, 
Rural  Hall  and  Elkin.  I  have  written  many  letters  trying  to  organize 
these  places,  and  Elkin  and  Roxboro  are  about  ready  to  be  organized. 
Mebane  is  our  new  Unit  and  has  a  membership  of  37,  and  is  doing 
splendid  work.  All  of  the  Units  have  done  splendid  work  along  all 
lines,  our  only  drawback  being  membership.  Some  Units  have  reached 
the  ten  per  cent  increase,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  us,  my 
own  Unit  included,  have  fallen  short  in  this  particular.  The  first  in  our 
District  to  send  in  paid  up  membership  was  Mount  Airy.  This  Unit 
has  taken  on  new  life,  and  is  doing  grand  work.  Their  poppy  sale 
more  than  doubled  that  of  last  year.  They  reported  ten  per  cent  in¬ 
crease  in  membership,  all  obligations  met,  and  the  outstanding  work 
for  the  year  was  the  caring  for  seven  soldiers  at  Oteen,  giving  sweaters, 
money,  etc.,  as  needed. 

Chapel  Hill  reached  her  increase  in  membership  for  the  first  time. 
Hurrah!  for  Chapel  Hill.  They  have  at  present  sixty  members.  As 
their  outstanding  work  they  cared  for  an  ex-soldier’s  wife  and  tiny 
baby,  while  the  husband  was  in  Oteen.  They  assisted  with  the  hos¬ 
pital  bill,  made  baby  clothes,  carried  flowers  and  aided  the  young 
mother  in  every  way  possible,  thus  rendering  a  two-fold  service:  help¬ 
ing  the  dependent  mother  and  baby,  thus  giving  the  soldier  husband 
a  fair  and  better  chance  to  take  “the  cure”  effectively. 

Greensboro,  ever  live  and  wide  awake,  can  continue  to  be  proud  of 
her  record.  They  met  every  requirement  in  rehabilitation,  spending  a 
total  amount  of  $506.24.  With  Mrs.  Benbow  as  leader,  they  accom¬ 
plished  really  worthwhile  things  in  child  welfare  work.  Every  month 
eleven  to  fourteen  children  have  been  given  milk.  Two  children  have 
been  sent  to  Crossnore,  and  several  families  have  been  taken  care  of 
during  the  entire  year.  Aside  from  this  they  have  done  good  work  in 
all  lines,  placing  twenty-four  tombstones  on  graves  and  cooperating 
with  every  committee  of  the  State  Department.  Members:  1929,  206; 
1930,  183. 

Burlington,  with  a  membership  of  75,  has  increased  its  membership 
ten  per  cent,  making  a  membership  report  of  84  when  the  books  close. 
Their  work  has  been  excellent  in  every  particular,  and  it  has  been 
a  real  joy  to  work  with  Mrs.  McAdams  and  her  Unit.  They  had  a 
wonderful  poppy  sale,  making  amount  sold  of  $750.00.  The  poppy  sale 
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and  the  memorial  work  are  the  two  features  of  work  they  are  proudest 
of.  The  Child  Welfare  Chairman  makes  an  excellent  report — the  most 
important  thing  was  having  the  tonsils  of  ten  children  removed,  when 
the  parent  was  unable  to  pay  for  it.  I  want  to  add  that  they  did  much 
to  help  organize  the  Unit  at  Mebane.  They  have  also  invited  the 
District  meeting  for  1931  to  meet  with  them. 

Durham  has,  as  we  all  know,  been  on  the  map  this  year  in  Auxiliary 
activities.  Early  in  the  year,  they  with  the  Legion,  entertained  the 
Unit  and  Post  Officers  Conference  in  February.  This  was  the  first 
meeting  of  this  type  that  Durham  has  ever  had,  and  just  how  beauti¬ 
fully  they  carried  it  through,  we  all  know.  At  this  meeting  we  had 
as  our  guests  Mrs.  Macrae,  Mrs.  Iseley,  Mrs.  Vass,  Mrs.  McGeachy, 
and  other  distinguished  guests.  This  meeting  was  so  successful  that 
we  went  back  to  Durham  for  the  District  meeting,  which  was  held  in 
March.  The  District  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  Mrs.  Fowler  and 
her  Unit  gave  us  a  most  hearty  welcome,  and  made  the  meeting  all 
that  could  be  desired.  Mrs.  McGeachy  and  Mrs.  Iseley  were  our  honor 
guests  and  we  were  delighted  to  have  many  other  Department  officers. 
Durham  has  raised  its  membership  from  52  to  81,  with  average  attend¬ 
ance  of  from  20  to  30  members  at  the  monthly  meetings.  They  have 
spent  $344.00  for  rehabilitation,  helped  a  prisoner’s  family,  and  in  every 
way  cooperated  with  the  State  Department.  The  poppy  sale  amounted 
to  $363.38,  the  best  ever  for  Durham.  I  can’t  leave  Durham  without 
saying  again  how  splendidly  they  have  worked  in  season  and  out. 

Leaksville-Spray  Unit  is  holding  its  own  in  spite  of  many  handicaps. 
Hard  times  caused  a  considerable  loss  in  membership,  but  those  29 
members  left  have  made  the  inhabitants  of  Spray  realize  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  an  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Unit,  for  they  have  done  many 
deeds  of  charity  in  the  community.  Perhaps  the  most  important  of 
these  was  gathering  up  discarded  toys  from  school  at  Christmas  time. 
These  toys  were  mended  and  made  to  look  new  and  given  to  the  poor 
of  the  community.  This  Unit  gave  a  shower  for  the  old  ladies  at  the 
county  home.  One  of  their  best  activities  was  the  work  with  the  eight 
schools  during  Flag  Week.  The  enthusiasm  shown  by  these  faithful 
women  has  been  wonderful. 

High  Point  has  met  all  obligations,  adding  a  few  new  members  to 
its  roll,  having  at  present  115  members,  has  met  all  requirements,  but 
reports  no  special  activity. 

Now  we  come  to  V/inston-Salem,  and  we  don’t  have  to  guess  at 
what  the  chief  work  for  this  Unit  has  been.  Miss  Gray,  the  President, 
says  that  work  for  the  year  has  been  pointed  toward  August  24th  and 
the  Convention.  I  am  sure  you  will  all  agree  with  me  that  they  are 
100  per  cent  to  the  good  and  I,  for  one,  am  exceedingly  grateful  for 
the  cordial  manner  in  which  we  have  been  received,  and  wish  to  thank 
Miss  Gray  and  all  her  members  for  the  many  courtesies  shown  us. 
Winston-Salem  has  met  all  requirements  of  child  welfare,  rehabilita¬ 
tion,  and  so  on.  The  goal  for  the  year  has  been  not  so  much  to  add 
new  members  to  the  roll  as  to  get  the  present  members  to  the  meetings. 
I  want  to  congratulate  them  on  the  success  they  have  had  and  I  think 
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the  idea  of  getting  more  members  to  the  meetings  is  one  for  all  of  us 
to  strive  toward. 

Oxford  has  no  one  activity  to  report,  but  has  met  all  requirements 
except  membership.  Our  members  are  all  good  about  going  to  monthly 
meetings  and  these  meetings  have  been  most  interesting  this  year. 
Our  one  Gold  Star  member  is  in  France  and  the  Unit  and  Legion  jointly 
presented  her  with  a  lovely  purse  containing  $50.00. 

Mebane  has  elected  all  new  officers  for  the  coming  year,  and  writes 
most  enthusiastically  about  plans  for  next  year. 

In  conclusion  let  we  thank  each  Unit  for  the  splendid  spirit  of  co¬ 
operation  shown  me  throughout  the  year.  I  have  enjoyed  immensely 
my  work  with  you,  and  while  there  are  many,  many  things  to  be  de¬ 
sired,  let  us  give  thanks  for  what  we  have  done,  and  thus  encouraged, 
do  bigger  and  bigger  work  each  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hallie  M.  Stem, 
Committeewovian,  Fifth  District. 


Mrs.  Stem  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

No  objections.  Report  accepted  as  read. 

Mrs.  Miller  :  If  the  Sixth  District  Committeewoman  is 
ready  to  report,  we  will  now  have  that  report. 

Miss  Julia  McNeill,  Sixth  District  Committeewoman, 
submits  the  following  report: 

REPORT  OF  SIXTH  DISTRICT 


Madam  Chairman: 

As  Committeewoman  of  the  Sixth  District,  I  submit  the  following 
report: 

There  are  six  units  in  the  Sixth  District,  and  with  one  exception, 
all  have  exceeded  the  past  year’s  membership.  A  total  increase  of 
175  members  has  been  made.  Dunn-Erwin,  Fayetteville,  Maxton,  and 
Wilmington  have  each  made  substantial  increases.  Maxton  and  Wil¬ 
mington  having  more  than  doubled.  St.  Pauls  exceeded  last  year  by 
only  a  small  margin,  but  having  tripled  in  1928,  cannot  hope  to  con¬ 
tinue  increasing.  In  a  town  of  2,080  population,  this  Unit  has  106 
members. 

The  following  was  the  membership  standing  when  the  books  closed 
on  August  9th  as  compared  with  that  of  last  year: 

Dunn-Erwin  _ _ _  49 —  79 

Fayetteville  _ _  30 —  57 

Lumberton  _ _ _  87 —  56 

Maxton  _ _ _  20 —  42 

St.  Pauls  _ _ 102—106 

Wilmington  _ 117 — 240 
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A  cup  was  offered  early  in  the  year  to  the  Unit  making  the  highest 
per  cent  increase  in  membership  before  August  9th.  This  goes  to 
Maxton,  a  Unit  just  one  year  old,  charter  having  been  presented  at  the 
last  Convention. 

Two  trips  have  been  made  to  Whiteville  and  three  days  spent  there 
organizing  an  Auxiliary  to  Columbus  County  Post  No.  137.  A  charter 
has  been  applied  for  and  the  Unit  will  be  ready  to  function  next  year. 
Mrs.  P.  K.  Avant  is  President  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Spears,  Secretary.  The 
membership  will  be  county-wide,  same  as  the  Post. 

On  December  9th  a  conference  of  Unit  Presidents,  Secretaries  and 
Treasurers  was  held  in  the  Rotary  Hall  at  St.  Pauls  with  the  officers 
as  my  guests  at  a  luncheon  served  at  the  noon  hour  by  the  members 
of  my  Unit.  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  our  Department  President,  attended 
and  brought  us  an  inspiring  message  and  outlined  her  plans  for  the 
year’s  work. 

In  November  a  bulletin  was  prepared  urging  an  early  enrollment  of 
membership  for  the  year,  and  enough  copies  mimeographed  at  Depart¬ 
ment  Headquarters  for  each  member  in  the  District.  These  were  mailed 
out  by  Unit  Presidents  to  their  members  of  last  year. 

Our  annual  District  meeting  was  held  in  the  Legion  hut  in  Wil¬ 
mington,  on  April  4th.  The  Wilmington  Unit  entertained  us  in  a 
lovely  way.  A  luncheon  was  given  at  Hotel  Wilmington  honoring  our 
Department  officers  and  everything  possible  done  to  make  our  visit  to 
the  city  one  of  both  profit  and  pleasure.  The  principal  speakers  were 
Mrs.  McGeachy  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Burney,  District  Commander  of  the 
Legion.  Other  distinguished  guests  were  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  First 
Vice-President;  Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Membership  Chairman,  and  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Jennette,  Prison  Chairman.  We  were  sorry  not  to  have  with  us  our 
own  Mrs.  Martin,  Fidac  Chairman,  who  is  an  inspiration  to  any  gath¬ 
ering  of  Auxiliary  workers,  but  she  was  seriously  ill  at  that  time  in  a 
Wilmington  hospital.  Flowers  were  sent  her  from  the  District.  A 
gift,  a  lovely  mesh  bag,  was  presented  to  Mrs.  McGeachy  from  the 
Units  of  the  District,  as  a  token  of  our  love  and  esteem  for  her.  At 
this  meeting  the  following  ladies  were  nominated  to  serve  next  year: 
Mrs.  Carl  Fitchett,  of  Dunn,  Committeewoman;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Edwards,  of 
Wilmington,  Alternate  Committeewoman. 

Our  President  has  asked  for  a  report  from  each  Unit,  giving  one 
outstanding  activity  of  the  year.  After  writing  several  letters  to  Unit 
Presidents  all  have  reported,  as  follows: 

Dunn-Erwin  Unit,  Mrs.  Roland  Williams,  President,  has  organized  a 
Junior  Auxiliary  with  12  members,  the  oldest  being  10  years  of  age. 
The  children  are  very  enthusiastic  over  the  work  and  were  a  great 
help  in  the  poppy  sale.  Mrs.  Carl  Fitchett  is  Junior  Chairman. 

Fayetteville  Unit  has  stressed  local  rehabilitation  and  child  welfare 
work.  This  Unit  of  which  Mrs.  John  Gilmore  is  President,  has  helped 
a  number  of  families  and  calls  keep  coming  in. 

Lumberton  Unit  held  a  bridge  tournament  from  which  $58.00  was 
realized  to  help  carry  on  their  work.  Mrs.  Sandy  McLeod  is  President 
of  the  Unit. 
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Maxton  Unit  has  equipped  and  furnished  a  hut  procured  by  the 
Legion.  The  hut  is  now  ready  to  use  and  plans  are  being  made  to 
have  benefit  teas  and  parties  there  to  finance  their  work.  Mrs.  R.  M. 
Williams  is  President. 

St.  Pauls  Unit,  of  which  Mrs.  Lacy  Carroll  is  President,  has  a  very 
active  Junior  Auxiliary  with  Miss  Sallye  King  as  Junior  Chairman. 
There  are  15  Juniors,  the  oldest  being  12  years  of  age.  The  children 
have  engaged  in  many  activities  and  derive  much  pleasure  from  the 
work. 

Wilmington  Unit,  of  which  Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris  is  President,  has 
throughout  the  year  stressed  membership  and  an  increase  of  123  mem¬ 
bers  was  made  over  last  year. 

Each  Unit  President  has  been  contacted  personally;  more  than  150 
letters  written;  one  long  distance  telephone  call  made;  one  special 
delivery  letter  mailed;  one  telegram  sent,  and  550  miles  traveled  in 
the  District. 

All  of  the  Executive  Board  meetings  called  by  our  Department 
President  have  been  attended. 

I  want  to  thank  Mrs.  McGeachy  and  her  Secretary  for  the  help 
received  throughout  the  year.  They  have  answered  every  call  made 
on  them  for  assistance  in  the  work.  To  Mr.  Burney,  Sixth  District 
Commander,  and  Mrs.  Burney,  I  want  to  extend  my  thanks  for  their 
help.  Everywhere  Mr.  Burney  has  gone  in  the  District  he  has  stressed 
the  importance  of  Auxiliary  work.  Mrs.  Burney  acted  as  secretary  for 
our  conference  and  meeting. 

I  want  to  express  my  deepest  appreciation  to  the  several  Units  for 
a  gift  which  was  presented  at  the  District  meeting,  also  to  the  Wil¬ 
mington  Unit  for  a  gift  received  on  July  4th — to  all  I  say,  “Thank  you.” 

I  hope  the  Units  next  year  will  do  even  better  work  and  that 
greater  service  will  be  rendered  to  our  disabled  veterans  and  their 
families. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Julia  McNeill, 

Sixth  District  Committeewoman. 


Miss  McNeill  :  I  move  the  adoption  of  this  report. 

No  objections.  Report  accepted  as  read. 

Mrs.  Miller:  Mrs.  G.  A.  Iseley,  Chairman  of  the  Fi¬ 
nance  Committee,  will  now  make  her  report. 

Maclam  President,  Distinguished  Guests,  Members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary : 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina,  has  met  four  times  this  year,  immediately 
preceding  each  Department  Executive  Committee  meeting. 

At  each  of  these  meetings  the  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
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has  submittd  a  statement  of  expenditures  and  receipts  since  the  pre¬ 
vious  meeting  and  each  time  the  Finance  Committee  has  found  the 
books  to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  When  the  budget  was 
prepared  at  the  beginning  of  this  administration,  it  was  based  on  the 
amount  of  revenue  which  might  be  expected  to  come  in  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Treasury  by  assessments  (all  of  which  are  based  on  member¬ 
ship)  and  donations.  As  our  Department  increases  in  size,  so  will  our 
scope  of  work  and  therefore  more  money  will  be  needed.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  know  that  a  large  percentage  of  our  Units  have  met  all 
of  their  obligations  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  these  Units  who 
cooperate  100  per  cent  with  the  Department  are  the  very  ones  who 
are  doing  the  finest  work  in  their  own  communities. 

Fifty-nine  units  filled  in  and  returned  their  Finance  questionaires. 
We  are  very  grateful  to  them  for  their  cooperation  and  wish  that  there 
was  some  way  to  make  the  other  Units  understand  the  importance  of 
furnishing  information  to  the  Department  committees. 

Although  there  were  no  new  assessments  this  year,  it  was  very 
evident  that  many  of  the  Units  failed  to  understand  the  various  funds 
so  on  August  4th  a  bulletin  was  issued  defining  each,  and  we  hope 
that  it  has  been  helpful. 

All  assessments  must  be  met  by  each  Unit  before  the  close  of  the 
administration  as,  the  National  Constitution  provides,  “Any  Unit  fail¬ 
ing  to  meet  the  obligations  imposed  upon  it  by  the  Constitution  and 
By-Laws  or  by  rulings  of  Convention  or  Executive  Committee — shall, 
upon  order  of  the  Department  President,  surrender  its  charter.” 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  History  fund  of  the  Auxiliary  has 
gone  “over  the  top”  and  was  entirely  made  up  of  small,  voluntary 
contributions. 

The  Finance  Committee  wishes  to  call  particular  attention  to  the 
need  of  generous  donations  to  the  Department  Rehabilitation  and  Child 
Welfare  funds.  Study  the  uses  made  of  the  money  contributed  to  those 
as  well  as  the  Central  fund  and  you  will  certainly  find  some  way  to 
give  an  amount  befitting  the  size  of  your  town  and  Unit. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  two  recommendations  to  present  to 
the  Convention: 

1st.  That  no  delegate  leave  this  Convention  without  a  clear  under¬ 
standing  of  the  various  funds  of  the  Department.  Our  committee  will 
be  glad  to  answer  any  questions  from  the  floor  or  have  private  confer¬ 
ence  with  any  delegates. 

2nd.  That  every  Unit  resolve  to  meet  all  outstanding  1930  obliga¬ 
tions  before  October  1st. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Florence  B.  Iseley, 

Finance  Chairman. 


Mrs.  Iseley  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 
Motion  seconded  by  Mrs.  Benbow.  All  voting  “Aye.” 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


41 


Mrs.  Miller  :  Is  the  Seventh  District  Committeewoman 
ready  to  report? 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Turner,  Seventh  District  Committeewoman, 
makes  the  following  report: 

report  of  seventh  district 

I  regret  I  have  been  unable  to  attend  all  sessions  of  the  State 
Executive  Committee,  however  I  am  very  happy  to  be  here. 

A  meeting  of  the  Unit  Presidents  and  Secretaries  was  held  in 
Charlotte  in  November,  this  being  a  central  point  to  Units  in  this 
District.  Wre  were  honored  by  having  with  us  our  State  President, 
Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  our  State  First  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J. 
Miller,  our  State  Constitution  Chairman,  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  and  our 
State  Americanism  Chairman,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher. 

The  yearly  meeting  of  the  Seventh  District  was  held  in  Lexington 
on  May  14th,  with  the  Lexington  Unit  acting  as  hostess.  All  delegates 
and  visitors  were  delightfully  entertained  at  a  lovely  luncheon  served 
in  their  Auxiliary  hut.  We  are  proud  to  have  a  hut  like  this  one  in 
our  District.  Our  State  President,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  was  again  with  us 
and  her  talk  was  an  inspiration  to  all  present. 

Efforts  were  made  to  organize  a  Unit  at  Thomasville,  but  so  far  no 
action  has  been  taken.  We  are  now  organizing  a  new  Unit  at  Mocks- 
ville,  which  will  be  completed  by  the  beginning  of  our  new  year.  Owing 
to  the  Seventh  District  being  so  widely  scattered,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  do  much  visiting  but  letters  have  been  written  to  all  Unit  Presidents 
and  every  effort  made  to  have  the  District  cooperate  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment  plans. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  four  Units  have  exceeded  their  member¬ 
ship  of  last  year,  these  were  Troy,  Wadesboro,  North  Wilkesboro,  and 
Ashboro.  North  Wilkesboro  and  Ashboro  also  received  the  National 
citation  of  which  they  are  both  very  proud.  All  Units  have  not  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  request  for  their  outstanding  activity  this  year.  Ash¬ 
boro  has  done  wonderful  local  rehabilitation  and  child  welfare  work, 
especially  at  Christmas.  Lexington  has  also  centered  her  activities 
around  this  special  phase  of  work.  Troy  has  done  a  wonderful  piece  of 
work  in  equipping  a  children’s  playground.  This  playground  is  in  the 
heart  of  the  city  and  over  $200.00  was  spent  by  the  Unit  on  equipment. 
North  Wilkesboro’s  chief  activity  has  been  child  welfare  and  rehabili¬ 
tation,  not  forgetting  the  Central  fund. 

May  I  express  my  pride  in  the  work  accomplished  by  the  Units 
in  this  District  and  thank  all  the  Unit  Presidents  and  Auxiliary  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  so  loyally  contributed  to  making  this  a  most  successful 
year.  It  has  been  a  privilege  as  well  as  an  honor  to  serve  for  you 
and  with  you. 

Much  of  our  success  is  due  to  the  tireless  efforts  of  our  Department 
President,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  and  we  thank  her  for  her  loving  help  and 
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cooperation.  And  to  the  Lexington  Unit,  I  wish  to  express  deep  appre¬ 
ciation  for  having  entertained  our  District  so  royally. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Annice  Turner,  (Mrs.  Ed  Turner) 
District  Committeewoman,  Seventh  District. 

Mrs.  Turner  moves  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  No  ob¬ 
jections.  Accepted  as  read. 

Mrs.  Miller:  The  Eighth  District  Committeewoman, 
Miss  Turner,  will  now  make  her  report. 

Miss  Bernice  Turner,  Committeewoman  of  the  Eighth 
District,  makes  the  following  report: 

REPORT  OF  EIGHTH  DISTRICT 

Madam  President,  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

As  Committeewoman  for  the  Eighth  District,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  the  following  report  of  the 
year’s  activities: 

The  District  is  composed  of  nine  active  Units,  representing  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  525 — an  increase  of  113  over  last  year.  Six  of  the  nine  Units 
are  one  hundred  per  cent  Units.  Of  these  six  Units  one  has  practically 
doubled  its  membership  and  another  trebled.  Statesville  and  China 
Grove  received  National  citations  for  enrolling  a  membership  equal 
to  that  of  1929  by  December  31st. 

Each  Unit  in  the  District  was  asked  to  send  to  the  Committee- 
woman  a  description  of  its  outstanding  activity.  I  am  pleased  to 
report  cooperation  in  this  matter  on  the  part  of  all  Units  except  one — 
Boone  failed  to  report — these  reports  follow: 

China  Grove,  a  hundred  per  cent  Unit,  and  one  of  the  youngest  in 
the  District,  has  met  every  obligation.  They  consider  local  child  wel¬ 
fare  their  outstanding  work — they  having  provided  milk  and  clothes 
for  an  Oteen  patient’s  family. 

Concord’s  report  shows  a  well  rounded  program  of  work.  They 
have  accomplished  much,  but  they  consider  local  child  welfare  their 
outstanding  activity.  This  work  has  a  monetary  value  of  $128.45. 

Kannapolis,  though  one  of  the  smallest  and  youngest,  is  a  hundred 
per  cent  Unit.  They  have  met  every  financial  obligation.  Their  poppy 
sale  was  their  outstanding  activity.  In  order  to  create  interest  in  their 
poppy  sale,  they  decorated  a  window  in  the  business  district  of  their 
town,  a  poppy  field  surrounded  with  war  relics.  The  citizens  became 
so  interested  in  this  exhibit  that  many  of  them  added  to  their  collec¬ 
tion  of  relics. 

Lenoir  has  had  a  fine  year.  They  consider  their  work  for  their  ten 
boys  at  Oteen  their  best  work.  Each  month  these  boys  were  remem¬ 
bered  in  some  way.  They  fulfilled  every  financial  obligation. 
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Mooresville,  a  hundred  per  cent  Unit,  has  concentrated  on  member¬ 
ship  and  the  result  has  been  a  trebled  enrollment.  They  have  met 
every  Department  obligation. 

Taylorsville  reports  local  child  welfare  as  their  outstanding  activity, 
they  having  cared  for  the  family  of  an  ex-service  man  since  January. 

Salisbury,  a  hundred  per  cent  Unit,  in  addition  to  answering  every 
call  of  the  Department,  has  almost  doubled  in  membership. 

Statesville,  a  hundred  per  cent  Unit,  has  had  such  an  active  year 
that  it  was  difficult  to  decide  on  its  outstanding  activity.  Local  child 
welfare  has  had  a  large  place  in  their  program — they  having  had  entire 
care  of  a  family  of  five  for  eight  months.  Their  local  work  has  a  mon¬ 
etary  value  of  $264.00.  In  order  to  finance  this  and  other  activities 
this  Unit  has  served  the  local  Lions  Club  each  week — and  have  cleared 
approximately  $40.00  per  month  in  this  way.  Another  project  in  which 
this  Unit  has  spent  $350.00  was  refinishing  the  interior  of  the  Legion 
hut,  fully  equipping  the  kitchen  of  the  hut  to  serve  100  people,  and 
beautifying  the  grounds  with  grass  and  shrubbery. 

A  Unit  Officers’  Conference  was  held  at  the  home  of  the  Committee- 
woman  on  February  15th.  Five  Units  were  represented  at  this  meet¬ 
ing.  Mrs.  McGeachy  was  present  and  outlined  the  work  of  the  year. 

The  District  meeting  was  held  April  12th  with  the  Salisbury  Unit 
as  hostess.  Seven  Units  were  represented  at  this  meeting.  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Geachy  and  Mrs.  Claverie  were  present  and  addressed  the  meeting.  It 
was  also  a  pleasure  to  have  Mr.  Bryce  P.  Beard,  Eighth  District  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Legion,  and  Mr.  Coggins,  Commander  of  the  Salisbury 
Post,  attend  our  meeting.  Splendid  reports  were  heard  from  the  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  different  Units.  Following  the  meeting  a  delightful 
luncheon  was  served  by  the  Salisbury  Unit. 

During  the  year  each  Unit  has  been  contacted  numerous  times 
either  by  letter,  telegram  or  telephone.  I  was  able  to  attend  only  two 
of  the  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee  called  by  the  Department 
President.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  and  privilege  to  serve  the  Eighth 
District  and  I  wush  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  to  the  Units  for 
their  fine  spirit  of  loyalty  and  cooperation;  to  Mrs.  Max  Barker,  Al¬ 
ternate  Committeewoman,  for  her  readiness  to  assist  in  every  way 
possible,  and  to  Mrs.  McGeachy,  our  Department  President,  for  her 
help  and  encouragement  at  all  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Bernice  Turner, 

Eighth  District  C ommitteewoman. 

Miss  Turner  moves  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  No  ob¬ 
jection.  Accepted  as  read. 

Mrs.  Miller:  Is  the  Ninth  District  ready  to  report? 

Mrs.  Russell  Yount,  Alternate  District  Committeewoman 
for  the  Ninth  District,  reports  as  follows  for  Mrs.  A.  S. 
Karesh,  District  Committeewoman: 
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NINTH  DISTRICT  REPORT 

In  presenting  this  report  for  the  acceptance  of  the  Convention,  let 
me  first  express  my  gratitude  and  appreciation  to  our  beloved  Depart¬ 
ment  President,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  and  her  able  Vice-President,  Mrs. 
Reverdy  Miller.  To  these  women  do  I  owe,  in  no  small  measure,  the 
success  of  my  District  this  year.  To  the  other  members  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Board,  who  have  responded  to  my  numerous  requests,  especially 
the  Department  Secretary,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll,  do  I  also  extend  my 
thanks.  And  last,  but  not  least,  may  I  express  my  depest  appreciation 
to  my  Alternate  District  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Russell  Yount,  of 
Newton,  who  has  been  of  invaluable  assistance  to  me. 

I  had  hoped  to  boast  of  attending  every  Executive  Board  meeting 
but  my  sainted  mother’s  demise  on  May  31st  changed  all  my  plans, 
so  that  I  cannot  even  be  with  you  today.  I  must  make  mention  of 
the  splendid  Executive  Board  meeting  held  in  Kinston,  the  home  of 
our  President,  and  the  royal  reception  accorded  us  by  both  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  McGeachy. 

Attended  the  Unit  and  Post  Officers  Conference  at  Durham,  last 
February.  On  December  3rd  was  hostess  to  the  Conference  of  Presi¬ 
dents  and  Secretaries  of  the  District,  and  was  especially  fortunate  in 
having  Mrs.  McGeachy,  Mrs.  Reverdy  Miller  and  Mrs.  Walter  Craven 
of  the  Executive  Board  present.  Also  attended  the  State  Conference 
of  Social  Service,  held  recently  in  Charlotte. 

The  District  meeting  held  May  16th  at  Lincolnton,  was  conceded 
the  finest  in  our  history,  both  in  the  way  of  entertainment  and  attend¬ 
ance.  A  special  edition  of  Lincolnton’s  newspaper  was  devoted  to 
Legion  and  Auxiliary  news  and  hundreds  of  copies  of  the  Auxiliary’s 
program  was  a  gift  of  this  Unit.  A  bountiful  spread  at  Lincoln  Lithia 
Inn,  followed  by  a  program  and  dance,  ended  this  splendid  meeting. 

One  outstanding  feature  of  my  year’s  work  was  the  organization 
of  a  new  Unit  in  Bakersville,  way  up  in  the  western  neck  o’  the  woods, 
not  far  from  the  Tennessee  line.  My  companion  on  this  trip  was  Mrs. 
Reverdy  Miller,  to  whom  goes  much  of  the  credit  for  the  organization 
of  this  Unit. 

The  Ninth  District  has  12  active  Units,  with  a  combined  member¬ 
ship  of  over  900.  Considering  the  fact  that  one  large  Unit  in  my 
District  dropped  approximately  200  memberships  (through  no  fault  of 
its  splendid  officers),  I  think  my  District  has  a  wonderful  membership 
record. 

Two  Units,  Newton  and  Gastonia,  won  National  citations.  Five 
Units  are  100  per  cent  Units,  having  met  every  requirement  of  the 
Department  and  will  no  doubt  be  rewarded  by  State  citations. 

I  have  written  several  hundred  letters  to  Unit  and  Department 
officers,  Veterans  Bureaus,  etc.,  and  have  made  countless  long  distance 
calls.  I  have  visited  every  Unit  in  my  District  at  least  once  at  a 
regular  meeting  and  some  more  than  once,  not  to  speak  of  the  personal 
calls  made  on  Presidents.  Four  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to 
Oteen  and  one  to  Walter  Reed,  at  Washington. 
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Newton  Unit,  Mrs.  Russell  Yount,  President,  has  had  a  wonderful 
year  of  all  around  activity.  Much  of  their  work  centered  around  the 
county  hospital  for  tubercular  children  and  other  local  welfare  work, 
being  especially  commendable.  Last  year  Newton’s  membership  was 
40  and  from  last  report  is  now  68.  Attractive  yearly  programs  were 
printed,  which  contain  a  register  of  the  members,  date,  subject  and 
hostesses  for  each  monthly  meeting.  Equipping  the  Legion  and  Auxil¬ 
iary  hut  has  also  been  quite  a  feature.  Of  interest  is  the  fact  that  of 
her  18  charter  members  in  1924,  nine  are  still  active  members. 

Warren  F.  Hoyle  Unit  of  Shelby  is  my  prize  membership  Unit. 
Jumping  from  a  membership  of  35  last  year  to  86  this  year,  is  a  re¬ 
markable  tribute  to  its  able  President,  Miss  Myrtle  Harris.  This  Unit 
boasts  of  its  splendid  Child  Welfare  work  and  Rehabilitation.  Over 
$200.00  net  was  received  by  this  Unit  in  the  last  poppy  drive,  attesting 
to  the  value  of  their  efforts  in  the  eyes  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

Otis  D.  Green  Unit,  of  Kings  Mountain,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Carpenter,  Presi¬ 
dent,  has  cooperated  in  every  way  with  the  Department.  Rehabilitation 
and  Americanism  have  both  been  stressed  by  this  Unit.  Flag  Codes 
were  distributed  throughout  the  schools  and  a  medal  awarded  to  a 
high  school  girl  for  filling  the  requirements  of  the  State  Chairman 
of  Americanism.  A  public  meeting  was  sponsored  Armistice  day  with 
appropriate  addresses  by  veterans.  1,000  Flag  Codes  were  placed  in 
schools  and  homes. 

Gaston  Post  Unit,  Mrs.  Carl  Stowe,  has  given  me  100  per  cent 
cooperation  in  every  Department.  The  local  welfare  or  Child  Welfare 
work  of  this  Unit  this  year  will  redound  to  the  credit  of  Gastonia’s 
Auxiliary  for  all  time  to  come.  Gastonia’s  citizens  responded  to  every 
call,  recognizing  the  earnest  endeavors  in  this  field  of  its  Unit.  Five 
small  children  were  adopted,  housed,  clothed  and  fed  and  countless 
families  and  children  aided  during  the  year.  A  well  balanced  program 
in  all  departments  carried  on.  It  is  not  fitting  that  I  brag  of  my  own 
Unit’s  achievements,  but  I  must  mention  the  fact  that  winning  a  State 
citation  again  this  year  by  a  Unit  boasting  230  memberships  last  year 
(and  which  is  approximately  300  this  year)  is  no  small  boast.  Mention 
of  the  splendid  rehabilitation  work  at  Oteen,  in  local  prisons  and  dis¬ 
abled  veterans  generally,  has  won  deserved  praise  on  every  hand. 

Morganton  Unit,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Patton,  President,  has  been  most  co¬ 
operative.  Its  membership,  was  31  last  year  and  this  year  it  is  36. 
Missing  a  National  citation  through  a  misunderstanding,  this  Unit  is 
sure  to  receive  the  State  citation,  which  is  even  more  important  since 
the  requirements  for  the  latter  award  are  based  on  a  10  per  cent 
increase  in  membership  and  cooperating  with  every  demand  of  the 
Department.  This  Unit  furnished  a  room  in  Morganton’s  new  hospital, 
costing  $435.00.  Their  child  welfare  and  rehabilitation  work  is  indeed 
commendable. 

Hornet’s  Nest  Unit  of  Charlotte,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Young,  President,  re¬ 
ports  a  splendid  program  of  rehabilitation,  a  notable  phase  of  this 
work  was  the  selling  of  $100.00  worth  of  Oteen  veteran-made  products. 
All  children,  wards  of  this  Unit,  were  remembered  Christmas  by  gifts, 
and  ex-service  men  in  local  prisons  were  generously  remembered. 
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Hickory  Unit,  Mrs.  Karl  Broom,  President,  reports  most  construc¬ 
tive  work  in  prison  rehabilitation.  A  well  rounded  program  is  carried 
on  by  this  Unit  and  meetings  are  interesting  and  instructive. 

Johnson-Linberger  Unit  of  Mt.  Holly,  Miss  Enice  Hutchinson,  Pres¬ 
ident,  has  a  splendid  and  enthusiastic  membership  of  37.  The  activi¬ 
ties  of  this  Unit  have  been  devoted  to  local  welfare  work  and  their 
meetings  are  entertaining  and  well  attended. 

Auten-Stowe  Unit  of  Belmont,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Crenshaw,  reports  con¬ 
structive  child  welfare  work  and  rehabilitation.  A  splendid  Christmas 
box  was  sent  by  them  to  Oteen. 

North  Mecklenburg  Unit  of  Davidson,  Mrs.  Fred  Hastings,  President, 
reports  a  splendid  year  of  Unit  activity.  Gold  Star  mothers  have  been 
entertained  and  every  effort  made  to  cooperate  with  the  Legion  Post. 

David-Milo  Wright  Unit  of  Lincolnton,  Mrs.  Summey  Alexander, 
President,  deserves  the  highest  praise  for  their  part  in  entertaining 
the  District  meeting  and  their  reception  of  Department  officers.  A 
splendid  year  of  general  activity  has  been  enjoyed  by  this  Unit. 

In  closing  this  report  may  I  thank  my  Unit  Presidents  for  their 
cooperation.  This  year’s  work  has  been  an  inspiration  to  me  and  has 
brought  me  closer  to  the  ideals  and  aims  of  Auxiliary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh, 

Ninth  District  Committeewoman. 


Mrs.  Yount  moves  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  No 
objection.  Accepted  as  read. 

Mrs.  Miller:  We  have  several  communications  which 
I  will  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  at  this  time. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Convention,  Winston- 
Salem,  N.  C. 

My  sincere  good  wishes  to  you  and  the  women  of  North  Carolina. 
I  appreciate  the  many  courtesies  extended  me  and  regret  I  am  unable 
to  accept  your  invitation  to  be  with  you  this  year.  With  my  love  and 
best  of  luck  to  you. 

Rosa  S.  Townes, 
National  Chaplain. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Robert  E. 
Lee  Hotel,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Greetings  and  best  wishes  for  a  most  successful  meeting.  I  regret 
so  much  not  to  be  present  while  you  are  in  my  home  city,  but  condi¬ 
tion  of  my  health  prevents. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet, 

Past  Department  President. 
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Sister  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Department  President,  Auxiliary  American 
Legion,  Convention  Hall,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

As  Department  President  Auxiliary  United  Spanish  War  Veterans, 
I  extend  greetings  to  the  North  Carolina  Department  Auxiliary  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  in  convention  assembled.  Convey  to  all  members  of  your 
Department  my  sincerest  wishes  for  a  most  successful,  constructive 
and  enjoyable  convention.  Regret  very  much  it  being  impossible  for 
me  to  be  with  you,  as  I  have  just  returned  from  our  Convention. 

Maude  C.  Boothe, 

Dept.  President  Auxiliary  United  Spanish  War  Veterans. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Department  President,  American  Legion  Auxil¬ 
iary  Convention,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

I  send  loving  greetings  to  my  North  Carolina  friends  as  your  Con¬ 
vention  is  being  held.  I  so  regret  that  I  could  not  accept  your  most 
kind  invitation  but  am  occupied  here  in  Washington  with  Fidac  Auxil¬ 
iary  Congress  preliminaries.  Assure  you  of  my  pride  in  your  fine 
accomplishments  of  year. 

Irene  McIntyre  Walbridge, 
Vice-Chairman  Fidac  and  Past  National  President. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  care  of  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Convention, 
Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Greetings  to  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  in  Convention  as¬ 
sembled.  Please  let  me  extend  sincere  thanks  for  your  fine  cooperation 
which  has  helped  your  National  organization  progress  so  splendidly 
this  year,  and  accept  my  very  best  wishes  for  a  successful  and  con¬ 
structive  convention. 

Mrs.  Donald  Macrae, 

National  President. 


My  dear  Mrs.  McGeachy: 

It  is  very  pleasant  to  be  remembered  by  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina  with  an  invitation  to  their  Convention.  I  only  wish  I  could 
join  you  as  I  remember  my  visit  to  you  with  so  much  pleasure  in 
1922.  With  best  wishes  for  a  most  successful  meeting  and  kindest 
regards  to  all,  I  am, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

Edith  Irwin  Hobart, 

President  General,  National  Society  D.  A.  R. 


My  dear  Mrs.  McGeachy: 

How  short  a  time  it  seems  since  you  were  being  elected  at  Raleigh 
and  here  you  are  ready  to  hold  your  Convention  at  Winston-Salem. 
Thank  you  for  your  invitation.  I  wish  that  I  could  be  with  you  again, 
but  since  that  is  impossible,  I  send  many  good  wishes  for  a  successful 
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meeting.  Thanks  for  your  support  of  the  Rehabilitation  program.  My 
affectionate  greetings  to  the  women  of  North  Carolina. 

Cordially  and  sincerely, 

Lucy  R.  D.  Ficklen,  (Mrs.  Boyce) 

Past  National  President. 

Mrs.  Miller:  We  will  now  have  the  Tenth  District 
Committeewoman’s  report. 

Mrs.  Harry  Baumgardner,  Tenth  District  Committee- 
woman,  reads  the  following  report : 

REPORT  OF  TENTH  DISTRICT 

The  Tenth  District  consists  of  six  active  Units,  three  of  which  won 
National  citations  for  having  exceeded  last  year’s  membership  by 
December  31st,  1929.  Your  Committeewoman,  accompanied  by  our 
Department  President,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  visited  each  Unit  in  the 
District.  The  outstanding  activity  of  our  Units  in  this  District  is 
their  rehabilitation  work  in  the  U.  S.  Veterans’  Hospital,  Oteen,  N.  C., 
and  the  Children’s  Clinic.  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  you  a  brief  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  outstanding  activities  of  the  Units  in  this  District. 

Asheville  Unit  reports  Rehabilitation,  $1,252.84;  Child  Welfare, 
$814.46.  Excellent  prison  work  has  been  accomplished.  Membership 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  Unit  with  175  members.  National  citation 
for  membership. 

Waynesville  reports  Christmas  tree  and  party  for  all  ex-service 
men’s  children  in  Haywood  County,  and  splendid  rehabilitation  work, 
also  National  citation  for  membership. 

Rutherfordton  Unit  reports  outstanding  work  in  rehabilitation  and 
child  welfare.  Sent  box  of  clothing  to  Children’s  Clinic  valued  at 
$59.50.  Also  won  National  citation  for  membership. 

Hendersonville  Unit  reports  a  banner  year.  Their  outstanding  work 
was  assisting  two  ex-service  men’s  families  for  several  months,  by 
furnishing  money  and  creature  comforts.  They  sent  monthly  treats 
to  their  four  patients  at  Oteen. 

Forest  City  Unit  was  organized  in  the  late  summer  of  1929.  Assisted 
Legion  Post  in  putting  on  carnival  which  netted  $800.00.  Due  to  bank 
failure  they  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  their  funds. 

Marion  Unit  report.  Outstanding  activity  was  assisting  the  family 
of  a  patient  in  the  U.  S.  Veterans’  Hospital,  Oteen;  also  defraying  ex¬ 
penses  of  this  patient’s  wife  while  a  patient  in  local  hospital. 

On  October  26th  your  Committeewoman  called  a  meeting  of  the 
Unit  Presidents  and  Secretaries  of  the  Tenth  District  at  which  time 
our  Department  President,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  was  present  and  she 
gave  a  general  outline  of  the  year’s  work  and  stressed  membership. 

On  May  3rd,  1930,  our  District  meeting  was  held  in  Asheville  at 
the  Legion  Hall.  Splendid  reports  were  given  from  each  Unit.  Our 
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Department  President,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  was  present.  After  the 
business  meeting  we  adjourned  to  the  Battery  Park  Hotel,  where  a 
beautiful  luncheon  was  served. 

I  attended  the  Post  Officers’  conference  and  Executive  meeting  held 
in  Durham.  Have  written  33  letters,  one  telegram,  five  long  distance 
calls  and  traveled  250  miles  by  auto  in  contacting  Units. 

In  closing  I  desire  to  thank  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  R.  S. 
McGeachy  for  her  helpful  suggestions  which  she  has  so  graciously 
offered  from  time  to  time.  Also  the  Unit  Presidents  and  members  who 
have  so  earnestly  assisted  in  the  great  cause  “for  service.”  It  has 
been  a  pleasure  to  serve  with  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee 
and  I  have  enjoyed  the  contact. 

Mrs.  Harry  Baumgardner, 

Tenth  District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Baumgardner  moves  the  acceptance  of  her  report. 
There  is  no  objection  and  it  is  accepted  as  read. 

Mrs.  Miller:  Our  Secretary,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll, 
will  now  make  her  report.  Mrs.  Carroll,  you  may  make  the 
Treasurer’s  report  at  the  same  time. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  1930 

At  the  February  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board,  held  at  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Duke  Hotel,  Durham,  N.  C.,  Mrs.  McGeachy  was  authorized  to 
employ  a  whole  time  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  I  was  then  appointed 
to  succeed  Mrs.  Foscue,  who  was  part-time  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
to  begin  work  March  1st. 

The  Department  has  received  and  sent  approximately  the  following 
number  of  letters,  telegrams  and  telephone  calls  during  this  year: 


Letters  written  _ 3,395 

Letters  received  _ 2,472 

Telegrams  received  _  54 

Telegrams  sent  _ 150 

Incoming  telephone  calls _ _  79 

Outgoing  telephone  calls _  108 


Bulletins  from  the  Chairmen  of  Standing  Committees  have  been 
mimeographed  and  mailed  out  from  the  Department  to  the  amount  of 
about  5,280  copies.  Approximately  10,710  sheets  of  Convention  reports 
of  Chairmen  of  Committees  have  been  mimeographed  to  be  distributed 
to  the  delegates  at  the  Convention.  Remittance  sheets,  application 
blanks,  transfer  blanks  and  membership  cards  have  been  sent  to  the 
Unit  Secretaries  upon  request.  We  have  mailed  4,000  Flag  Codes  to 
the  Units.  Stationery  has  been  supplied  the  Chairmen  of  Standing 
Committees,  District  Committeewromen  and  Officers. 
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Your  Secretary  has  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  following 
meetings  since  March  1st:  The  Fifth  District  meeting  held  in  Durham, 
and  the  Second  District  meeting  held  in  Weldon,  and  the  Executive 
Board  and  Finance  meetings  held  in  Raleigh,  June  14th. 

The  second  day  of  each  month  we  have  sent  all  our  checks  to  Child 
Welfare  cases,  and  to  our  Service  Worker  for  the  Central  Fund  (this 
money  being  used  for  the  non-compensated  men  at  Oteen)  and  the 
Rehabilitation  Fund  (this  money  being  spent  for  any  man  in  need). 

The  Department  handled  around  111,700  poppies,  and  in  addition 
to  the  poppies  we  also  remailed: 

350  auto  stickers. 

12  slides. 

3,850  stamps. 

60  posters. 

322  window  cards. 

35  booklets. 

1421/2  dozen  large  poppies. 

material  for  1,500  poppies. 

Your  Secretary  wishes  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Units  who  have  cooperated  with  the  Department  this  year,  which  has 
helped  us  to  carry  on  the  work  so  successfully.  I  want  to  especially 
thank  the  Winston-Salem  Unit  for  helping  us  so  much  with  the  Con¬ 
vention  and  keeping  us  in  touch  with  things. 

May  I  add  in  closing  that  our  President  has  given  us  a  strong 
example  of  unselfish  service  and  has  been  an  incentive  for  greater 
efforts.  A  glorious  privilege  has  been  mine  in  serving  with  and  for 
her  and  she  has  helped  in  every  way  possible  to  make  this  year’s  work 
pleasant  and  happy  for  me. 

Please  allow  me  the  following  recommendations: 

First:  That  the  Unit  Secretaries  see  that  all  application  blanks 
and  remittance  sheets  are  correctly  filled  out  in  every  detail  before  they 
are  sent  to  Department  Headquarters. 

Second:  That  all  the  reports  of  the  different  committees  be  type¬ 
written,  when  possible,  before  sending  in  to  the  Department  to  be 
mimeographed. 

Third:  That  we  have  an  addressograph.  One  of  the  most  difficult 
tasks  I  have  had  this  year  was  getting  envelopes  addressed.  Since 
June  14th  we  have  sent  bulletins  to  each  Unit  President  and  Secretary 
and  I  could  never  have  gotten  the  bulletins  out  on  time,  if  Mrs.  Mc- 
Geachy  had  not  addressed  most  of  the  envelopes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Beatrice  Tucker  Carroll, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  A.  L.  A. 


Mrs.  Carroll  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 
Seconded  by  Miss  Turner. 
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Mrs.  Frank  Petway  moves  that  the  third  recommenda¬ 
tion  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee.  Seconded  by 
Mrs.  Rodman.  All  voting  “Aye.” 

The  remainder  of  the  report  is  accepted  as  read  by  all 
voting  “Aye.” 


TREASURER’S  REPORT,  1930 

Summary  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  Funds,  August  9,  1930 


Balance 
on  hand 
Oct.  15,  1929 


General  Fund  . . $1,178.36 

Emergency  Fund  _  237.98 

National  Child  Welfare....  *71.50 

National  Dues  _  *28.38 

State  Rehabilitation  _  565.92 

Oteen  Nurse  _  1,259.77 

Poppy  Fund  _ 

Central  Fund  . 104.34 

Service  Worker  _  *1.38 

History  Fund  _ 128.50 

Unit  Tax  _ 

National  Rehabilitation..  .10 


*Shows  deficit. 


Receipts 

Disburse¬ 

Balance 
on  hand 

ments 

Aug.  9,  1930 

$4,485.20 

$2,881.96 

$2,781.60 

1.43 

none 

239.41 

100.00 

100.00 

*71.50 

1,390.25 

1,359.50 

2.37 

1,778.04 

2,129.07 

214.89 

1,965.75 

2,517.85 

707.67 

2,754.78 

2,754.78 

3,779.35 

3,802.19 

81.50 

1,203.50 

1,001.75 

195.37 

99.50 

228.00 

none 

1,098.70 

1,098.70 

none 

472.80 

472.80 

.10 

Mrs.  Carroll  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Perry.  All  voting  “Aye.” 

Mrs.  Miller:  Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  our  Chaplain,  will 
make  her  report  at  this  time. 

report  of  chaplain 

Maclam  Chaplain,  Distinguished  Guests  and  Members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary: 

February  10th  I  attended  the  Unit  and  Post  Officers  Conference  in 
Durham.  Our  beloved  Chaplain,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt  resigned,  owing  to 
illness  and  I  was  elected  to  fill  her  unexpired  time.  I  consider  it  a 
great  privilege  to  follow  Mrs.  Burt.  At  this  time  we  had  as  our  guest 
our  own  Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  National  Vice-President  of  the  Southern 
Division.  The  reports  were  given  by  the  different  Chairmen  and  were 
very  interesting.  In  the  afternoon  the  Durham  Unit  entertained  at  a 
lovely  tea  in  the  ball  room  of  the  Washington  Duke  Hotel.  All  during 
the  year  I  helped  with  the  different  patriotic  celebrations. 

On  Poppy  Day  I  helped  the  Treasurer  with  the  money  and  you  will 
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never  know  how  happy  I  was  to  see  the  amount  climb  up.  July  17th  I 
attended  the  third  Executive  Committee  meeting  in  Raleigh  at  the 
Carolina  Hotel,  after  which  a  lovely  luncheon  was  enjoyed. 

August  24th,  the  Winston-Salem  Unit  was  hostess  at  a  luncheon  to 
the  Executive  Committee  and  distinguished  guests:  Mrs.  Harry  Vass, 
National  Vice-President  of  the  Southern  Division;  Miss  Cora  Vaughan, 
member  of  the  National  Defense  Committee;  Mrs.  Ruth  McCurry 
Brown,  member  of  the  National  Defense  Committee;  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Cappelman,  President  of  South  Carolina.  Following  the  luncheon,  the 
Executive  Committee  held  their  last  meeting  of  the  year. 

I  assure  you,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  it  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  have 
served  with  you  this  year. 

Nannie  Dodson, 
Chaplain,  Department  of  N.  C. 

Miss  Dodson  moves  the  acceptance  of  her  report.  No  ob¬ 
jection.  Accepted  as  read. 

Mrs.  Miller:  Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie,  our  Department  Re¬ 
habilitation  Chairman,  will  make  her  report  at  this  time. 
Copies  of  this  report  have  also  been  mimeographed  and  will 
be  distributed. 

Mrs.  Claverie  receives  generous  applause  when  she  be¬ 
gins  her  report. 


rehabilitation  report 

Department  of  North  Carolina — American  Legion  Auxiliary 
From  August  10,  1929  to  August  10,  1930 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Guests  and  Members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary : 

The  greatest  satisfaction  that  this  life  holds  comes  from  accom¬ 
plishment,  from  work  well  and  unselfishly  done.  As  we  come  to  the 
close  of  this  year  I  feel  that  every  one  of  us  here  and  every  member 
of  this  Department,  who  has  had  a  part  in  this  year’s  endeavors,  may 
rightly  enjoy  the  deep  satisfaction  of  worth  while  accomplishment. 
What  more  could  we  ask  than  the  privilege  of  working  in  the  great 
cause  of  assisting  our  disabled  “Buddies”  and  their  families?  The 
care  and  rehabilitation  of  our  disabled  “Buddies”  have  always  been 
the  first  concern  of  the  Units  in  this  Department,  and  must  continue 
to  be  as  long  as  there  remains  a  veteran  suffering  because  of  his  service 
to  his  Country. 

We  have  made  wonderful  achievements  in  our  rehabilitation  pro¬ 
gram  this  year.  Our  work  in  the  United  States  Veterans’  Hospital, 
Oteen,  North  Carolina  has  been  carried  out  with  great  thoroughness 
and  devotion.  Our  Units  have  given  generously  and  whole  heartedly 
to  brighten  the  long,  tedious  months  while  the  patients  are  “chasing 
the  cure,”  and  which  I  can  assure  you  is  deeply  appreciated  by  them. 
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It  was  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to  accompany  Mrs.  R.  S. 
McGeachy,  our  Department  President,  during  her  first  official  visit  to 
the  patients  at  Oteen,  at  which  time  she  visited  the  bedside  of  every 
patient. 

I  deeply  regretted  being  unable  to  attend  the  first  Executive  meeting 
held  in  Kinston,  being  prevented  on  account  of  illness. 

In  preparation  for  our  Christmas  program,  which  we  look  forward 
to  as  the  great  holiday  for  “speeding  cheer,”  your  Chairman  made  a 
careful  survey  of  the  entire  hospital  to  ascertain  from  each  patient 
the  gifts  desired.  Each  Unit  was  furnished  a  list  of  the  patients 
assigned  to  them,  also  the  gifts  requested.  The  generous  response  of 
the  Units  at  this  time  was  marvelous,  and  I  am  very  happy  to  report 
six  hundred  patients  were  made  happy  through  genuine  team  work. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Clyde  Bolling  Unit  of  Winston-Salem, 
beautiful  Christmas  menu  cards  were  furnished  for  each  patient’s 
dinner  tray,  as  were  Christmas  greeting  cards  from  this  Department. 

A  gift  from  the  Reynolds  Tobacco  Company  of  five  hundred  cartons 
of  Camel  cigarettes,  as  a  courtesy  to  our  National  Vice-President,  Mrs. 
Harry  Vass,  was  greatly  appreciated  and  enjoyed  by  the  patients. 

A  check  for  $25.00  from  the  Commander  of  the  Colored  Division 
of  the  American  Legion  was  received  to  assist  in  purchasing  gifts  for 
the  forty-two  colored  patients.  The  Department  gave  each  colored 
patient  a  new  dollar  bill,  with  a  greeting  card  and  Christmas  stockings 
containing  both  useful  as  well  as  practical  gifts. 

All  Christmas  gifts  sent  to  the  hospital,  unless  designated  for  some 
special  patient,  were  given  to  your  Chairman  by  the  Medical  Officer 
in  charge,  for  distribution;  and  these  were  distributed  to  the  patients 
on  the  Receiving  Ward,  also  a  check  for  $3.00  for  each  patient  from 
the  Department.  These  patients  were  admitted  to  the  hospital  after 
our  Christmas  lists  had  been  assigned  to  the  Units. 

In  spite  of  the  pain  and  weariness,  Christmas  was  a  day  of  gladness 
for  our  “Boys,”  in  fact  they  all  say  it  was  their  finest  Christmas.  I 
know  your  hearts  were  filled  with  happiness  because  of  the  joy 
brought  to  them  through  your  great  generosity.  The  valuation  of  our 
Christmas  program  was  $3,075.00. 

The  National  Rehabilitation  Committee  at  their  meeting  in  Louis¬ 
ville  outlined  the  Christmas  program  for  the  departments,  in  which 
they  requested  the  States  who  do  not  have  Veterans’  Hospitals  to 
send  donations  to  National,  which  would  be  prorated  to  the  depart¬ 
ments  who  are  over  burdened;  thereby  eliminating  waste  of  money 
and  duplication,  which  has  been  prevalent  in  the  past.  We  are  very 
proud  and  happy  to  report  this  Department  did  not  ask  for  National 
aid. 

The  Department  of  Pennsylvania  sent  19  checks  at  $5.00  to  non- 
compensated  Pennsylvania  patients;  and  13  checks  at  $1.00  to  com¬ 
pensated  patients. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  a  local  florist,  flowers  approximating 
$500.00  in  value  have  been  given  to  the  patients.  Flowers  are  always 
a  source  of  joy  and  comfort  to  the  seriously  and  critically  ill. 
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Your  Chairman  called  a  meeting  of  the  Department  Rehabilitation 
Committee  in  Asheville,  February  12th  and  13th.  Six  members  were 
in  attendance,  including  our  Department  President.  It  is  regretted 
that  all  members  of  this  Committee  could  not  be  present,  which  was 
due  to  illness  in  their  families. 

This  Committee  spent  two  days  visiting  the  patients  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  at  Oteen,  and  they  were  very  much  impressed  by  the  spirit  of 
contentment  which  prevails  in  this  hospital. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in  charge, 
we  were  his  guests  at  luncheon  in  the  main  mess  hall. 

I  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  my  Committee  at  dinner  at  the 
Manor  Hotel. 

Your  Chairman  attended  the  Post  Officers  conference  and  Executive 
meeting  held  in  Durham,  N.  C.,  which  time  National  Commander  0.  L. 
Bodenhamer  and  Mrs.  Donald  Macrae,  our  National  President,  gave 
very  interesting  and  inspiring  addresses. 

The  lovely  Easter  flowers  and  gifts  to  the  “Boys”  helped  to  brighten 
and  gladden  the  day  considerably  for  them.  Many  of  the  Units  sent 
their  checks  to  me  to  purchase  their  flowers  for  their  patients,  which 
I  was  very  happy  to  do.  In  every  instance  their  paid  invoices  were 
mailed  back  to  them. 

Your  Chairman  arranged  for  600  Easter  greeting  cards  with  the 
following  inscription:  “Season’s  Greetings  From  Your  American  Le¬ 
gion  Auxiliary,”  which  were  placed  on  each  patient’s  dinner  tray. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  a  local  florist,  flowers  are  furnished  in 
large  quantities  among  the  critically  ill  patients. 

“Mother’s  Day”  we  remembered  every  North  Carolina  Veteran  who 
is  being  hospitalized  in  the  various  Veterans’  hospitals  throughout  the 
country.  341  patients  from  this  State  were  remembered  with  checks, 
books  of  stamps,  and  “Mother’s  Day”  greeting  cards  from  this  Depart¬ 
ment.  Numerous  letters  of  appreciation  were  received  by  your  Chair¬ 
man  from  the  North  Carolina  “Boys.” 

The  following  States  remembered  their  native  veterans  who  are 
being  hospitalized  at  Oteen:  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  West  Virginia,  Tennessee,  South  Carolina,  Alabama,  Florida, 
Ohio.  It  was  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  these  gifts  and  to  distribute  them  to  their  patients. 

All  purchases  are  made  at  the  Post  Exchange,  with  the  exception 
of  articles  we  are  unable  to  procure  there.  All  invoices  are  itemized, 
and  a  10  per  cent,  discount  is  deducted. 

My  accounts  have  been  audited  from  August  10th,  1929  to  August 
10th,  1930;  and  the  balance  on  hand  agrees  with  the  bank  statement. 
All  invoices,  and  bank  statements  with  cancelled  checks  have  been 
sent  in  to  our  Department  President. 

Our  Mother’s  Day  program  for  the  patients  in  the  United  States 
Veterans’  Hospital,  Oteen,  was  carried  out  in  a  very  systematic  man¬ 
ner.  The  Units  remember  their  patients  with  beautiful  flowers  and 
gifts.  Through  the  courtesy  of  a  local  florist  every  patient  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  beautiful  rose. 
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“Memorial  Day”  your  Chairman  presented  every  patient  with  a 
“Poppy,”  also  a  message  from  the  Department. 

It  was  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to  attend  the  Ninth  District 
Committee  Meeting  held  at  Salisbury,  at  which  time  I  was  called  upon 
to  give  a  brief  resume  of  our  Rehabilitation  work.  Our  Department 
President,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  gave  a  very  interesting  and  instructive 
address.  Many  excellent  reports  from  the  Units  in  this  District  were 
given,  which  illustrated  the  constructive  work  being  done  in  the 
District. 

Every  one  in  North  Carolina  knows  of  Oteen,  but  not  many  people 
are  correctly  informed — I  venture  to  say — as  to  the  great  work  which 
this  huge  Government  hospital  is  doing.  This  is  the  largest  tubercular 
hospital  in  the  United  States,  and  has  a  capacity  of  650  beds.  Statis¬ 
tics  show  this  hospital  discharged  more  arrested  cases  of  T.  B.  last  year 
than  any  other  tubercular  hospital — 13  per  cent  of  the  600-patient- 
body. 

All  wards  in  this  hospital  are  infirmary,  with  exception  of  Wards 
D-3,  C-3  and  B-l,  which  are  ambulatory.  The  hospital  gives  splendid 
care  to  the  patients  in  their  charge.  Their  trays  are  models  of  neat¬ 
ness  and  daintiness,  and  the  food  is  temptingly  prepared. 

The  medical  skill  and  treatment  given  the  patients  are  marvelous. 
The  individual  attention  given  from  a  medical  standpoint  cannot  be 
excelled.  One  marvels  at  the  spirit  of  contentment  which  seems  to 
prevail  in  this  hospital. 

All  checks  coming  through  the  Executive  Office  of  the  hospital  are 
given  to  us,  unless  designated  for  some  special  purpose.  I  send  them 
to  our  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll, 
which  she  always  promptly  acknowledges. 

Central  Fund 

Through  the  fine  cooperation  of  the  Units  who  have  contributed  to 
this  fund  each  month,  we  have  been  enabled  to  prorate  $1.25  a  month 
for  the  past  five  months  to  the  patients  at  Oteen;  to  which  they  look 
forward  as  “pay  day”  as  many  of  them  call  it.  This  provides  their 
spending  money,  which  is — as  many  of  you  probably  know — the  only 
money  they  have  for  their  personal  use.  Expressions  of  gratitude  and 
appreciation  are  heard  on  all  sides  when  this  is  distributed. 

Unit  reports  in  this  Department,  outside  of  U.  S.  Veterans’  Hos¬ 
pital,  Oteen,  show  1,478  individuals  received  assistance,  either  in  cash, 
creature  comforts  or  employment. 

Your  Chairman  owes  much  of  the  success  of  our  year’s  work  to 
the  Units.  The  inspiration  of  the  individual  members  is  back  of  this 
great  service  to  our  “Disabled  Buddies”  and  their  families. 

I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  kind  invitations  received  during  the 
year  from  the  various  Units  in  the  Department.  Unfortunately,  they 
came  at  a  time  when  my  duties  at  the  hospital  would  not  permit  me 
to  accept. 

The  members  of  my  committee:  Mrs.  W.  B.  Rodman,  Jr.,  Mrs.  H.  A. 
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Foxhall,  Mrs.  Tom  Daniels,  Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcocke,  Miss  Nannie  Dodson, 
Mrs.  Royce  McClelland,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  Mrs.  Max  Barker,  Mrs.  John 
Elkins,  Mrs.  R.  R.  Campbell,  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  their  splendid  co¬ 
operation.  We  feel  that  it  is  by  all  working  together  unselfishly  for 
our  great  cause  that  a  measure  of  success  is  attained. 

My  files  contain  scores  of  personal  letters  from  the  patients  ex¬ 
pressing  their  gratitude  in  full  for  the  many  kind  favors  rendered 
them  by  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

80,000  sheets  of  stationery  and  20,000  envelopes  furnished  by  the 
Department  were  distributed  to  the  patients  during  the  past  year. 
The  patients  seem  to  prefer  our  stationery  to  any  other.  As  many 
of  them  remark,  “We  like  the  American  Legion  stationery.” 

It  was  my  privilege  to  represent  the  Department  at  the  Disabled 
American  World  War  Veterans’  banquet  during  their  Department  Con¬ 
vention  which  was  held  in  Asheville,  May  24th.  Your  Chairman  chose 
for  her  subject,  “What  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  doing  for  the 
Disabled  Veterans  and  their  families.” 

Your  Chairman  attended  the  last  Executive  meeting  of  this  year, 
which  was  held  in  Raleigh.  It  was  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to 
attend  the  National  Convention  held  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  last 
October,  as  a  delegate. 

Your  Chairman  has  written  approximately  1,200  letters,  sent  tele¬ 
grams,  answered  all  inquiries  promptly  and  to  the  best  of  her  ability. 
All  records  have  been  carefully  filed. 

Eleven  bulletins  were  issued  during  the  year  by  your  Chairman. 

To  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  of  the  U.  S.  Veterans 
Hospital,  Oteen,  N.  C.,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  and 
appreciation  for  the  courteous  manner  and  cooperative  spirit  in  which 
he  has  responded  to  all  my  appeals  for  advice,  and  the  helpful  sug¬ 
gestions  which  he  so  kindly  offered  from  time  to  time. 

To  the  Units  in  this  Department,  my  heart  overflows  with  gratitude 
for  the  fine  inspiring  support  you  have  given  to  carry  on  our  hos¬ 
pital  program  this  year. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  express  in  this  formal  way  my  heart-felt 
appreciation  to  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy  (af¬ 
fectionately  known  to  the  “Boys”  at  Oteen  as  “Aunt  Het”)  for  the 
genuine  cooperation  I  have  enjoyed  this  year.  You  have  endeared 
yourself  to  us  all  by  your  earnest,  persistent  and  untiring  labor  for 
the  great  cause,  Service. 

God’s  love  hath  in  us  wealth  unheaped. 

Only  by  giving  it  is  reaped. 

The  body  withers  and  the  mind 

Is  pent  in  by  a  selfish  rind. 

Give  thought,  give  strength,  give  deeds,  give  pelf, 

Give  love,  give  tears,  give  thyself. 

Give,  give,  be  always  giving; 

Who  gives  not  is  not  worth  living; 

The  more  we  give  the  more  we  live. 
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Central  Fund  _  $  4,195.75 

Rehabilitation  Fund  _  1,332.69 

Unit  Reports  _ 16,683.43 

Service  Worker’s  Salary _  1,200.00 

Gifts  _  2,664.96 


Total  Value  of  Rehabilitation _  $26,076.83 

Gifts 

36  Fountain  pens  for  New  York  patients  (September) _ $  162.00 

15  Cartons  of  cigarettes  for  Florida  Patients  (Ocala) _  18.00 

Checks  each  month  for  Florida  non-compensated  patients 

and  Mother’s  Day  check _ _ _  636.00 

Lake  Wales  Unit,  Florida,  sent  $2.00  check  each  month  for 

non-compensated  patients  from  their  home  city _  24.00 

2  One  year’s  subscription  to  Atlanta  Constitution  from  per¬ 

sonal  friend  _  20.00 

24  Laundry  bags  from  West  Virginia _ _ _  18.00 

Victor  records  from  friends _  25.00 

Check  from  Camden,  South  Carolina  to  non-compensated 

South  Carolina  patients _  5.00 

12  Caps  sent  to  Medical  Officer  and  to  Chairman  for  distribu¬ 
tion  _  12.00 

8  Scarfs  (knitted)  from  friend,  given  to  nurses _  24.00 

Thanksgiving  box  for  South  Carolina  patients _ _ _  25.00 

Orangeburg,  South  Carolina  for  S.  C.  patients _  20.00 

Spartanburg,  South  Carolina  for  S.  C.  patients _  20.00 

Wisner,  Nebraska,  11  laundry  bags _  5.00 

Check  from  Department  of  New  York  for  New  York  pa¬ 
tient^  for  Mother’s  Day  treat _  26.00 

32  Bedside  bags  containing  cigarettes,  stationery,  stamps,  etc., 

Chappell,  Nebraska  Unit _  48.00 

6  T.  B.  hoods _  6.00 

12  Comfort  kits  - 18.00 

3  Hot  water  bottle  covers,  Wilsonville,  Nebraska _  18.00 

13  Bedside  bags  _  13.00 

2  Comfort  kits,  Pleasanton  Unit _  1.50 

10  Beanies,  Nebraska  _ 15.00 

6  Laundry  bags  - 3.00 

11  Ice  cap  covers _ 5.50 

9  Hot  water  bottle  covers _  6.50 

2  Comfort  kits  _  2.00 

3  Bedside  bags  . . — - - -  3.00 

Personal  gift  to  a  patient  who  had  left  the  hospital  with¬ 
out  funds  _  6.00 

24  Writing  boards  sent  to  hospital - - 48.00 

14  Bedside  bags,  Palisade,  Nebraska -  14.00 

19  Checks  for  $5.00  each  at  Christmas  from  Pennsylvania  for 

non-compensated  Pennsylvania  patients -  95.00 
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13  Checks  for  $1.00  each  from  Pennsylvania  patients  (com¬ 

pensated)  _  13.00 

500  Cartons  cigarettes  from  Reynolds  Tobacco  Company _  605.00 

2  Money  orders  for  Victrola  records  sent  to  medical  officer 

at  75c  each  _  1.50 

Check  from  Miss  lea  Westley,  Brainard,  Nebraska,  for  mag¬ 
azine  subscriptions  _  10.00 

6  Hand-made  quilts  from  Stratton,  Nebraska,  for  nurse 

patients  at  $25.00  each _  150.00 

Check  from  Department  of  South  Carolina  for  S.  C.  pa¬ 
tients  ... _  10.00 

Books  and  magazines  from  personal  friend _  25.00 

Check  for  patient  nurses  from  Past  Presidents’  Parley 

Department  of  Florida _  25.00 

Check  from  Tennessee  for  Mother’s  Day  treat  for  Ten¬ 
nessee  patients  _  7.50 

Florida  for  Mother’s  Day  treat _  15.00 

6  Cartons  of  cigarettes  from  New  Jersey  for  N.  J.  patients _  7.20 

Thanksgiving  box  from  Abbeyville,  South  Carolina,  for 

S.  C.  patients  _ 25.00 

Thanksgiving  box  from  Florence,  S.  C.,  for  their  patients _  15.00 

4  Hand-made  afghans  for  Pennsylvania  patients  at  $25.00 _  100.00 

Silk  hand-made  quilt  from  Hastings,  Nebraska _  25.00 

Check  from  personal  friend _  50.00 

Check  from  personal  friend _  25.00 

Check  from  personal  friend _  10.00 

Check  from  personal  friend _  25.00 

Check  from  personal  friend _  2.50 

Plant  from  personal  friend  (Christmas) _  5.00 

25  Caps  sent  to  Medical  Officer  and  given  to  your  Chairman 

for  distribution  _  50.00 

Flowers  contributed  during  the  year  by  local  florist _  500.00 

Check  from  personal  friend  for  wife  of  seriously  ill  pa¬ 
tient  _  10.00 

6  Laundry  bags  from  Winside  Unit,  Nebraska _  3.00 

11  Ice  cap  covers  from  Winside  Unit,  Nebraska _  5.50 

9  Hot  water  bottle  covers  from  Winside  Unit,  Nebraska _  4.50 

3  Bedside  bags  from  Winside  Unit,  Nebraska _  2.25 

2  Comfort  kits  from  Winside  Unit,  Nebraska., _ _  2.00 

11  Laundry  bags,  Wisner  Unit,  Nebraska _ _ _  5.50 

14  Bedside  bags  from  Wisner  Unit,  Nebraska _  14.00 

Department  stationery  for  patients _  203.65 


$2,664.96 


Total 
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Creature  Comforts  Provided  the  Patients  from 
Department  Rehabilitation  Fund 


Sweaters  _  83 

Bathrobes  _  21 

Slippers  _  90 

Pajamas  _  12 

Cartons  of  cigarettes _  354 

Shoes  for  ambulatory  patients _  4 

Water  jugs  and  glasses _  104 


List  of  Miscellaneous  Gifts 


Caps 

Razor  blades 
Cigars 

Books  of  stamps 
Electric  heating  pads 
Repairing  eye  glasses 
Playing  cards 
Smoking  tobacco 
Books 

Dictionaries 

Fountain  pens 

Handkerchiefs 

Copying  stories  for  patients 


Victrola  records 
Victrola  needles 
Repairing  victrola 


yOld  Ward  L-4 


Central  Fund 

For  Non-Compensated  Patients 
Deposits 


August  10,  1929,  balance _ $  94.09 

September,  1929  _  441.91 

October,  1929  _  164.46 

November,  1929  _  289.34 

December,  1929  _  352.50 

January,  1930  _  384.90 

February,  1930  _  352.00 

March,  1930  _ _ _  328.50 

April,  1930  _ _ _L_ _ _  370.00 

May,  1930  _ 319.25 

June,  1930  _  351.25 

July,  1930  _  436.35 

August,  1930  _  530.60 


Total 


$4,395.15 
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Disbursements 


August  10,  1929,  balance _ _ _ $  94.09 

August,  1929  _  24.00 

September,  1929  _  507.00 

October,  1929  _  161.00 

November,  1929  _ 291.00 

December,  1929  _  303.00 

January,  1930  _ 307.00 

February,  1930  _  308.00 

March,  1930  _ 323.00 

April,  1930  _  381.25 

May,  1930  _  390.50 

June,  1930  _  401.25 

July,  1930  _  383.75 

August,  1930  _  415.00 


Total _ $4,195.75 

Balance,  August  9,  1930 _  199.40 


Department  Rehabilitation  Fund 
Deposits 


August  1,  1929,  balance _ $  26.79 

September,  1929  _ 35.00 

October,  1929  _ 50.00 

November,  1929  _  125.00 

December,  1929  _  330.71 

January,  1930  _  25.50 

February,  1930  _  125.00 

March,  1930  _  125.00 

April,  1930  _ 125.00 

May,  1930  _  125.00 

June,  1930  _  98.75 

July,  1930  _  125.00 

August,  1930  _  80.00 


Total _ $1,396.75 


Disbursements 


August,  1929  _ $  19.80 

September,  1929  _  20.45 

October,  1929  _ 36.50 

November,  1929  _  96.65 

December,  1929  _ 294.21 

January,  1930  _  124.97 

February,  1930  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  98.33 

March,  1930  _  120.48 

April,  1930  _  132.85 

May,  1930  _  108.92 
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June,  1930  _  136.78 

July,  1930  _  126.80 

August,  1930  _ _ 15.95 


Total _ $1,332.69 

Balance,  August  9,  1930 _  64.06 

Unit  Reports 

Asheville  _ „ _ $  1,252.84 

Asheboro  _ 150.93 

Burlington  _  334.74 

Boone  - No  report 

Belmont  _  241.00 

Charlotte  _  1,130.50 

China  Grove  _ 70.00 

Chapel  Hill  _  196.50 

Columbia  _  196.30 

Clinton  _  153.00 

Concord  _  178.49 

Davidson  _ No  report 

Durham  _  578.77 

Dunn-Erwin  _ ... _  167.82 

Farmville  _  18.00 

Fayetteville  _  157.14 

Forest  City  _ No  report 

Fuquay  Springs  _ 90.30 

Gastonia  _  392.00 

Goldsboro  _  158.43 

Greensboro  _  567.34 

Greenville  _  368.75 

Hickory  _  291.85 

Hamlet  _ No  report 

High  Point  _  315.90 

Henderson  _  305.37 

Kannapolis  _ No  report 

Kings  Mountain  _  84.00 

Kinston  _  250.00 

Lenoir  _  358.07 

Louisburg  _  56.65 

Littleton  _ No  report 

Lexington  _  151.41 

Leaksville  _  103.50 

Lincolnton  _  156.75 

Lumberton  _  113.75 

Mooresville  _  110.81 

Marion  _  203.38 

Mebane  _  18.00 

Monroe  _ No  report 

Mount  Airy  _ 90.05 
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Morganton  _ _ _ _ 

Morehead  City  _ No  report 

Mount  Holly  _ 

Maxton  _ No  report 

New  Bern  _ 

Newton  _ _ _ 

North  Wilkesboro  _ 1 _ 

Oxford  _ 

Pittsboro  _ 

Raleigh  _ 

Rocky  Mount  _ _ _ 

Raeford  _ No  report 

Rutherfordton  _ 

Shelby  _ 

Spring  Hope  _ No  report 

Sanford  _ 

Salisbury  _ : _ _ _ 

Saint  Pauls  _ 

Scotland  Neck  _ _ _ 

Snow  Hill  _ 


Siler  City  _ No  report 

Statesville  _ 

Southern  Pines  _ No  report 


Troy  _ 

Tarboro  _ 

Taylorsville  _ 

Wadesboro  _ 

Waynesville  _ No  report 

Warrenton  _ 

Wake  Forest  _ _ _ 

Weldon  _ 

Wilson  _ 

Wilmington  _ 

Winston-Salem  _ _ _ 

Washington  _ 

Windsor  _ No  report 


185.78 

58.75 

261.00 

176.00 

712.45 

170.50 

75.50 

606.76 

356.00 

65.10 

113.16 

39.00 

334.89 
119.80 

236.25 

56.10 

626.00 

358.07 

136.13 

87.00 

135.57 

179.90 
9.50 

223.16 
431.31 

356.25 
1,346.68 

194.48 


Total _ _ _ $16,683.43 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Martha  F.  Claverie,  (Mrs.  Joseph  S.) 

North  Carolina  Department  Chairman , 
Rehabilitation,  and  Service  Worker. 

Asheville,  North  Carolina, 

August  9,  1930. 

Mrs.  Claverie  moves  the  adoption  of  her  report.  Second¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  Benbow.  Accepted  by  all  voting  “Aye.” 
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Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Membership  Chairman,  made  a  short 
statistical  report  of  work  done  in  her  Department.  A  full 
report  being  attached  hereto  and  made  a  part  of  these 
minutes. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  presiding. 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt:  Madam  President,  I  would  like  to 
make  a  motion  that  a  telegram  of  sympathy  and  love  be 
sent  Mrs.  Norfleet,  who  is  ill  and  unable  to  be  with  us. 

This  motion  is  seconded  by  Mrs.  Ormand.  All  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

Miss  Annie  Lee  :  Madam  President,  I  have  a  telegram 
to  the  Past  Presidents  Parley  from  Mrs.  Norfleet.  (Miss 
Lee  reads  telegram.) 

Mrs.  McGeachy:  Word  has  just  come  that  Mrs.  Vass 
has  entered  the  hall.  Will  one  of  the  pages  bring  Mrs.  Vass 
to  the  platform? 

All  stand  while  Mrs.  H.  F.  Vass,  National  Southern  Vice- 
President,  is  escorted  to  the  platform. 

President:  As  I  promised  you  yesterday,  Mrs.  Vass 
will  now  speak  to  you.  She  needs  no  introduction  and  I 
know  you  will  be  delighted  to  hear  her. 

MRS.  H.  F.  VASS’S  ADDRESS 

Madam  President ,  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  come  to  you  today  and  to  extend  my  thanks 
as  well  as  good  wishes  for  the  Units  and  this  dear  Department  of 
North  Carolina.  You  have  made  good  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and 
as  your  leader  for  this  year,  I  am  most  grateful  and  I  am  delighted 
indeed  to  welcome  you  here  to  this  Convention  in  my  home  city, 
Winston-Salem. 

The  membership  so  far,  surpasses  any  previous  year  by  649  at  this 
date.  Membership  is  also  a  personal  hobby  with  me,  as  I  feel  that  a 
large  membershiap  is  essential  to  build  up  our  Rehabilitation  and 
Child  Welfare  Program. 

The  Auxiliary’s  first  and  greatest  interest  lies  with  the  disabled 
veterans  and  their  families.  The  real  joy  of  service  thru  the  Rehabili¬ 
tation  and  Child  Welfare  work  gives  all  of  us  a  spirit  of  contentment. 
Many  may  outstrip  us  in  fortune  and  imminence,  but  there  need  be 
no  one  who  will  outstrip  us  in  spirit  and  field  of  loving  endeavor. 
The  man  or  woman  who  finds  his  joy  in  service  must  quickly  under¬ 
stand  the  words  of  Henry  VI:  “My  crown  is  in  my  heart,  not  on  my 
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head,  nor  made  with  diamonds,  or  with  Indian  stones  bedecked.  My 
crown  is  called  content — A  crown  it  is  that  seldom  kings  enjoy.” 

There  are  many  States  in  our  Southern  Division  that  have,  and 
are  taking  active  parts  in  putting  illiteracy  in  the  background.  This 
is  a  great  forward  movement,  making  America  a  better  place  in  which 
to  live,  and  a  truer  appreciation  of  American  Ideals.  This  country 
was  born  in  a  spiritual  cradle.  Let  us  keep  it  sacred.  But,  there  are 
many  subtle  influences  at  work,  and  the  danger  clouds  are  hanging 
around  us.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  Auxiliary  members  to  understand 
and  to  lend  their  unqualified  support  to  that  preparedness  which 
makes  for  the  security  of  our  Nation  and  provides  our  greatest  assur¬ 
ance  of  peace. 

The  American  Legion  and  its  Auxiliary  are  one  in  reference  to  the 
National  Defense  program.  Who  knows  the  suffering  from  war  any 
more  than  we  do?  Therefore,  we  have  every  legitimate  right  to  de¬ 
mand  protection  in  every  sense  from  our  government.  The  promise 
of  “Good  Success”  is  made  only  to  the  strong.  Brave  people  only 
can  feel  at  home  in  this  world  and  rejoice  in  life.  It  is  not  amiable 
or  indulgent,  it  coddles  no  one.  The  happy  person  is  the  one  who 
keeps  faith  with  his  ideals.  Again  let  me  thank  you  for  the  pleasure 
you  have  given  me  in  allowing  me  to  serve  this  year,  and  for  your 
loyal  support  and  untiring  efforts.  You  have  worked  in  the  truest 
sense,  fully  realizing  that  it  is  up  to  the  individual  to  carry  on  and 
lend  her  influence  for  a  better  organization,  right  here  may  I  men¬ 
tion  something  that  is  on  my  heart  and  mind  and  is  hurting  our  fight 
and  that  is — we  are  not  living  up  to  that  beautiful  Preamble — For 
God  and  Country  to  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  To  maintain  law  and  order — Now  as  Auxiliary  members  we 
should  cut  out  one  or  the  other  and  in  no  uncertain  terms,  you  know 
to  what  I  refer. 

May  I  stress  again  to  you  to  keep  our  blessed  Flag  before  you  and 
what  it  stands  for.  Never  let  it  be  abused.  We  can  learn  such  a  beau¬ 
tiful  lesson  from  our  foreign  friends.  They  never  forget,  somehow 
we  do  and  oh,  how  I  do  remember  the  dear  Marshal  Foch  speech  in 
France  in  1927.  “The  French  Flag  is  a  beautiful  Flag,  the  American 
Flag  is  a  beautiful  Flag,  but  never  more  beautiful  than  when  they 
are  together.”  You  will  pardon  me,  but  I  should  like  to  refer  to  a 
British  war  nurse  going  over  to  France  with  the  Second  A.  E.  F., 
anxious  to  visit  her  aged  father  and  mother  again.  It  seemed  hard 
not  to  take  the  State  Auxiliary  Standards  on  such  a  long  trip  and 
still  they  had  never  missed  a  National  Convention,  so  this  nurse  car¬ 
ried  our  colors  and  guarded  them  with  her  life.  Soon  after  her  return 
home,  she  brought  the  flags  to  my  home  and  said  “Here  are  my 
Flags,”  “Here  are  my  Flags”  she  repeated  and  ah,  how  happy  I  was 
indeed  when  she  told  me  that  the  following  Tuesday  she  would  be  an 
American  citizen.  Just  three  weeks  from  that  date  she  passed  away 
and  is  resting  just  where  I  expect  to  be  placed.  Folks,  you  can’t  tell 
when  and  where  we  may  spread  the  good  of  our  Flag  or  America’s. 

You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  13  States  and  Panama  com¬ 
prise  the  Southern  Division.  I  have  visited  seven  States  and  have 
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been  received  warmly  and  most  cordially  everywhere.  You  were  good 
to  me  when  you  elected  me  Southern  Vice-President  and  I  am  truly 
grateful  and  I  have  tried  to  represent  you  as  you  would  have  me  do 
coming  from  North  Carolina.  The  work  this  year  has  been  very  grati¬ 
fying  to  me,  it  seems  as  though  everyone  tried  harder  because  I  had 
been  so  sick.  Somehow  you  have  made  a  hard,  rough  road  an  easier 
one  by  your  splendid  cooperation.  Several  States  in  this  Division 
have  already  won  National  trophies  and  by  the  time  of  the  National 
Convention  I  am  expecting  greater  ones. 

I  will  not  go  into  the  various  phases  of  the  Auxiliary  work  as  you 
are  too  familiar  and  we  have  Mrs.  Brown  of  Arkansas  here  to  tell  you 
herself,  but  I  may  pay  my  respect  to  the  Area  C  Child  Welfare  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  Little  Rock,  Arkanses  in  April.  It  was  the  largest 
conference  of  the  year,  and  how  delighted  I  was  that  North  Carolina 
could  be  represented  by  Mrs.  George  Iseley  and  Mrs.  Ed  Benbow. 

The  Poppy  program  this  year  was  most  splendid,  when  you  consider 
that  many  of  our  towns  and  cities  have  had  employment  and  financial 
difficulties.  Within  our  own  organization  a  real  industry  has  been 
established  for  our  disabled  veterans.  This  has  given  them  a  real 
livelihood  and  making  them  feel  that  they  aren’t  a  burden  to  their 
community.  Nothing  can  symbolize  our  remembrance  of  the  sacrifices 
of  the  World  War  dead  in  so  fitting  a  manner  as  the  wearing  of  these 
Poppies.  It  is  a  sacred  flower  to  us  and  we  can  educate  the  public 
to  feel  the  same  way. 

In  closing  may  I  express  my  love  and  devotion  to  the  Department 
of  North  Carolina  and  as  our  year  closes  it  stands  out  in  our  memory 
like  a  beautiful  sonnet,  harmonious  in  rhythm,  perfect  in  proportionate 
balance. 

Mrs.  Harry  Fitzhugh  Vass, 
National  Vice-President,  Southern  Division. 

Mrs.  McGeachy:  I  am  very  happy  that  I  did  not  give 
Mrs.  Vass  a  definite  subject  to  speak  on.  I  am  sure  you 
have  all  enjoyed  Mrs.  Vass  as  usual. 

Yesterday  I  introduced  Mrs.  Ruth  McCurrey  Brown  to 
you.  She  comes  to  us  from  the  National  Defense  Committee 
and  her  home  is  in  Arkansas.  Mrs.  Brown. 

Mrs.  Brown: 

Madam  President  and  Friends  of  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  the 
Amei'ican  Legion  Auxiliary : 

I  come  to  pay  my  tribute  of  praise  and  respect  to  your  splendid 
Department  of  North  Carolina.  It  is  a  glorious  experience  to  have  the 
privilege  of  mingling  with  the  loyal  women  of  the  North  Carolina 
Department  and  to  contact  the  fresh  minds  of  women  whose  discussion 
of  our  common  problems  are  along  new  angles.  Every  section  has 
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problems  peculiarly  its  own,  and  your  manner  of  solving  these,  as  I 
have  heard  today,  will  constitute  a  rich  heritage  of  memories,  which 
I  shall  endeavor  to  make  equally  helpful  among  other  of  our  groups. 
Nothing,  surely,  can  better  help  us  to  form  wise  judgments  and  to 
adjust  ourselves  to  harmonious  action  than  free  discussion  of  our 
service  problems  and  our  individual  manner  of  solving  them.  In  all 
essentials  we  find  countless  points  of  unity — and  in  unity  there  is 
strength. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  pride  to  me  that  I  have  had  as  Department 
Chairman,  the  responsibility  for  organizing  the  Child  Welfare  Survey 
in  Arkansas,  with  the  similar  Chairman  of  the  Legion  and  Forty  & 
Eight  serving  with  me  to  direct,  with  the  aid  of  all  other  organizations 
having  a  child  welfare  program — a  survey  by  counties  of  the  entire 
State.  At  the  request  of  the  Arkansas  Departments,  Miss  Emma  C. 
Puschner,  National  Child  Welfare  Director,  American  Legion,  visited 
Arkansas  and  with  the  aid  of  the  State  Committee  contacted  personally 
every  public  or  quasi-public  agency  interested  directly  or  indirectly 
in  child  welfare,  enlisting  their  interest  and  assistance  in  the  Legion 
and  Auxiliary  program.  As  a  result  of  these  personal  contacts  and  with 
the  approval  of  the  Governor,  a  meeting  was  called  in  which  thirty- 
five  State  agencies  took  part.  Miss  Puschner  presented  the  Legion’s 
plan,  which  received  the  approval  and  promised  cooperation  of  every 
group  represented. 

As  a  result  of  the  plans  being  followed  by  the  Arkansas  Depart¬ 
ments,  the  American  Legion,  Auxiliary  and  the  Forty  &  Eight,  Child 
Welfare  as  it  relates  to  health,  labor,  delinquency,  home  placement, 
mothers’  pensions,  rehabilitation  and  other  phases  of  child  life,  is  now 
being  diagnosed  for  remedial  purposes. 

Each  participating  organization  furnished  a  suggestive  questionaire 
which  gave  the  information  desired  by  that  particular  association. 
These  questionaires  were,  in  a  conference  of  the  group  representatives, 
combined  into  a  general  questionaire,  which  after  approval  by  all 
agencies  were  used  as  a  basis  for  the  final  survey  of  the  child  situation 
in  Arkansas. 

A  list  of  the  orphanages  of  the  State  was  also  compiled  and  con¬ 
tacted  with  reference  to  the  children  of  veterans  in  their  care  to 
ascertain  their  individual  condition.  Without  going  into  the  many 
helpful  details  of  Legion-Auxiliary  contact,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
a  set-up  of  the  Juvenile  Court  work  was  outlined,  bringing  to  light 
that  only  eighteen  of  the  seventy-five  counties  have  paid  probation 
workers.  Every  Post  and  Unit  has  been  notified  concerning  the  condi¬ 
tion  in  its  county,  that  concerted  action  may  be  taken  to  see  that 
appropriations  are  made  for  Juvenile  Court  work. 

The  Child  Welfare  Committee  is  making  every  effort  to  contact  the 
set-up  of  the  welfare  machinery  as  it  now  exists  in  each  county,  and 
will  endeavor  through  educational  processes  to  build  up  the  weak  points 
and  to  cooperate  with  all  agencies  having  child  welfare  programs. 

The  purposes  of  the  entire  plan  are: 
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First:  To  ascertain  the  public  and  private  facilities  for  the  care 
and  protection  of  children  in  each  community,  district  and  county. 

Second:  To  locate  the  children  of  the  community,  the  district  and 
county,  who  are  to  be  included  in  the  study. 

Third:  To  bring  these  children  of  the  community  to  the  attention 
of  the  proper  agency  to  render  that  care  and  protection. 

Fourth:  To  assist  in  establishing  proper  facilities  where  they  are 
not  available  or  are  inadequate. 

The  greatest  contribution  that  can  be  made  by  the  American  Legion 
and  Auxiliary  Child  Welfare  service,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  ex¬ 
isting  agencies  interested  in  the  welfare  of  children,  is  through  organ¬ 
ization  and  education.  When  there  are  organized,  enlightened  com¬ 
munity  groups,  there  will  be  desire  and  action  on  the  part  of  the 
citizens  of  such  communities  to  extend  to  the  children  the  kind  of 
care  and  protection  that  assures  the  development  of  healthy,  desirable 
citizens.  The  reviving  of  legal  provisions  that  may  be  dormant  and 
the  improving  and  extending  of  legislative  provisions  will  come 
through  natural  development.  When  this  organizatin  and  educational 
work  reaches  the  proper  point  of  development,  desirable  legislative 
measures  will  be  presented.  Not  only  child  welfare,  but  also  the 
manifold  problems  arising  from  war  service  must  always  engage  our 
attention.  Only  through  thorough  organization  can  we  obtain  results. 
Principle  must  always  be  placed  before  power,  and  the  good  of  all 
before  the  good  of  the  individual  if  we  would  contribute  mightily  to 
the  causes  we  serve  as  loyal  members,  worthy  of  our  hard  won  heritage 
as  the  wives,  mothers,  sisters  and  daughters  of  the  men  of  the  World 
War. 

We  may  well  regard  ourselves  as  pioneers  in  a  great  movement. 
In  the  short  period  of  the  decade  which  we  here  today  reflect,  a  new 
day  has  dawned  in  a  consciousness  of  new  duties  and  responsibilities. 
Before  the  World  War,  the  problems  which  we  are  now  united  in 
attempting  to  solve,  did  not  exist,  or  if  they  did  exist,  organized  effort 
for  the  most  part  was  lacking  to  combat  the  conditions  involved.  Our 
duty  as  defined  in  the  tenet  of  our  faith,  in  the  causes  we  serve,  com¬ 
pels  mental  and  social  discipline.  Women  of  the  present  age  have  an 
enormous  and  multiple  responsibility. 

While  it  is  our  plain  duty  to  work  for  the  peace  of  the  world  and 
to  do  all  in  our  power  to  forward  a  better  understanding  between 
Nations,  yet  we  have  a  priceless  heritage  to  conserve  in  the  land  for 
which  in  every  generation  of  American  freedom,  precious  blood  has 
been  spilled  to  insure. 

It  is  our  duty  to  make  good  Americans  of  the  foreigners  who  call 
this  country  “home,”  and  whose  citizenship  is  here  established.  It  is 
also  our  duty  to  expel  from  our  shores  those  individual  agitators  who 
seek  to  upset  the  traditions  of  a  free  and  and  democratic  people.  It 
is  our  duty  to  watch  every  slightest  development  of  seditious  acts  and 
utterances.  Dangerous  forces  are  abroad,  and,  until  stabilization  be 
effected  elsewhere  in  this  regard,  it  is  our  highest  duty  to  keep  America 
free  from  all  taint.  Until  that  ultimate  goal  of  universal  peace  shall 
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have  been  achieved,  for  which  many  Nations  are  earnestly  striving, 
we  of  the  United  States  of  America  should  see  the  sturdy  tenets  of  our 
forefathers  are  upheld  and  that  the  tangible  defense  of  army  and 
navy  are  not  depleted  to  the  point  where  we  may  find  ourselves  unable 
to  uphold  the  principles  for  which  our  fathers  died. 

The  foundation  of  true  and  lasting  peace  is  moral  discipline.  Our 
service  aim,  broadly  speaking,  is  to  aid  the  work  in  attaining  its  ulti¬ 
mate  goal — true  brotherhood  of  man,  in  understanding  between 
Nations. 

America,  rich  in  its  heritage  of  democratic  institutions,  inventive 
achievements  and  material  wealth,  holds  inviolate  a  vision  of  service, 
as  exemplified  by  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary.  The  thousands  of  loyal  men  and  women  who  constitute  the 
membership  of  these  organizations  have  a  deep-seated  conviction  of 
their  high  destiny.  Ours,  the  duty  to  discover  for  ourselves  the  indi¬ 
vidual  mind  and  the  individual  need  of  every  Nation.  By  practical 
means,  as  well  as  by  high  thoughts,  will  the  ends  be  achieved.  In 
cooperation  there  is  power.  Like  minds  coming  together  in  construc¬ 
tive  reasoning  will  pave  the  way  in  furthering  Americanism,  social 
service,  child  welfare  and  adequate  national  defense. 

Let  us,  then,  do  well  our  part  with  our  vision  ever  upheld  that  the 
world  may  receive  an  impress  for  all  time  of  the  high  heritage  of  our 
service  in  honoring  the  dead  by  serving  the  living,  in  equity  and  in 
understanding. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  :  I  want  to  thank  Mrs.  Brown  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina.  It  has  been 
indeed  a  privilege  to  have  her  with  us. 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Chairman  of  the  Constitution  Committee, 
will  read  you  a  resolution,  which  if  the  Legion  passes  it, 
we  will  have  to  do  the  same.  We  want  you  to  study  it  care¬ 
fully.  There  are  copies  for  everybody  which  we  are  going 
to  distribute. 

Mrs.  Lee  reads  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
in  reference  to  redistricting,  which  will  be  set  out  in  full  in 
her  general  report. 

Mrs.  McGeachy:  We  have  with  us  now,  Mrs.  Henry 
Cappelman  from  South  Carolina,  one  of  our  sister  States, 
who  will  say  a  few  words  to  you. 

Madam  President,  Members  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

I  am  just  delighted  to  be  here  in  North  Carolina.  You  have  given 
us  such  a  marvelous  reception  and  I  want  to  thank  you  for  all  the 
courtesies  you  have  extended  me  and  for  the  beautiful  flowers. 

I  have  been  following  the  service  program  of  North  Carolina  for  a 
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number  of  years,  and  we  feel  very  proud  of  your  work  for  the  veterans 
and  their  families.  We  know  that  having  the  hospital  located  in  your 
State  increases  your  field  for  activities.  I  know  that  you  would  like 
to  know  that  we  have  been  working  with  the  Legion  in  trying  to  get 
located  within  the  borderland  of  our  own  State  a  hospital  for  the 
disabled  veterans. 

Our  Legion  has  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  providing  $2,000  each 
year  until  1942  for  the  education  of  war  orphans.  Miss  Puschner, 
National  Child  Welfare  Director  of  the  American  Legion,  has  been  in 
our  State  and  we  have  just  finished  a  survey  of  the  needs  for  the  child 
welfare  work.  We  are  one  of  the  four  States  without  the  Mother’s  Aid 
law  and  we  hope  to  have  it  in  the  near  future.  We  are  very  proud  of 
what  you  have  been  doing  for  the  veterans  and  their  families,  but  we 
are  not  only  proud  of  that,  but  because  you  have  given  to  us  a  most 
wonderful  Vice-President.  Mrs.  Vass  came  down  to  our  State  and 
made  a  most  favorable  impression  and  we  feel  that  her  visit  was  most 
beneficial  to  us — I  also  heard  her  talk  in  Alabama  and  I  want  to  say 
that  we  are  very  fortunate  in  having  her  as  our  Vice-President. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  :  I  see  Colonel  Freeman,  our  State 
Commander,  in  the  rear.  (Pages  escort  Colonel  Freeman 
to  the  platform.)  Ladies,  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to  work 
side  by  side  with  Colonel  Freeman  and  we  have  had  little 
disagreements  and  fusses,  but  it  is  all  over  and  I  have  had 
a  delightful  year  working  with  him. 

Col.  Freeman  :  Madam  President,  my  Comrades  of  the 
Legion  Auxiliary:  I  have  in  times  passed  attempted  to 
depict  to  you  the  feeling  the  Legion  has  for  its  Auxiliary 
and  I  was  sincere  when  I  said  there  would  be  no  American 
Legion  in  a  few  short  years  if  it  were  not  for  the  work  of 
the  Auxiliary.  When  we  organized  the  Legion  we  realized 
that  if  we  would  succeed  in  times  of  peace,  we  must  find 
i  some  organization  to  carry  on  the  aims  and  purposes  we 
had  set  out  with  and  we  also  realized  that  nowhere  could  we 
find  those  so  willing  and  capable  to  do  this  as  our  mothers, 
i  wives,  sisters  and  daughters.  It  was  for  this  purpose  the 
Auxiliary  was  formed  and  I  am  happy  that  it  could  be 
formed  when  the  Legion  was  young  and  virile,  and  be  im¬ 
bued  with  the  principles  and  aims  of  the  organization  now 
rather  than  receive  them  second  hand.  We  have  demanded 
much  of  you  and  we  appreciate  the  spirit  in  which  you  are 
always  giving  us  of  your  time  and  talent.  I  have  never  even 
suggested  that  we  of  the  Legion  wanted  anything  done  that 
your  splendid  President  did  not  anticipate  me.  Her  work 
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has  been  untiring  and  it  has  been  a  privilege  to  work  with 
her.  For  this  reason,  I  am  happy  to  say  if  aught  of  good 
has  been  done  we  are  indebted  to  the  inspiration  we  have 
received  from  the  Auxiliary.  Particularly  am  I  happy  in 
what  we  have  accomplished  in  Child  Welfare.  This  has 
received  the  least  attention  from  the  Legion.  However  I 
am  happy  to  say  we  have  set  up  a  structure  which  will  in 
a  few  short  years  lift  Child  Welfare  work  up  above  the 
stars.  You  have  given  to  us  for  this  work  two  of  your  most 
valuable  members.  Your  President  of  last  year,  Mrs.  Iseley 
has  entered  into  this  work  whole-heartedly  and  has  given 
us  of  her  time  unsparingly,  and  your  own  Child  Welfare 
Chairman,  Mrs.  Benbow’s  work  has  been  most  constructive. 

I  do  not  want  to  appear  maudlin,  but  again  I  want  to  tell 
you  of  our  deep  appreciation  of  what  you  have  always  done 
for  the  Legion  and  when  the  day  comes  that  the  Legion 
assembles  no  longer  we  know  that  we  have  passed  the  torch 
to  hands  that  will  keep  it  high,  and  that  the  work  will  not 
suffer  at  our  passing. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  :  We  appreciate  Colonel  Freeman  com¬ 
ing  to  us  at  this  time  and  I  am  sure  you  have  all  enjoyed 
hearing  his  splendid  speech. 

We  have  another  neighbor  with  us  today,  Miss  Cora 
Vaughn,  Past  President  of  the  Department  of  Virginia. 

Miss  Vaughn  :  Madam  President  and  Members  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina:  I  could  talk 
from  now  until  the  next  Convention  a  year  from  today,  if  I 
tried  to  tell  you  how  I  love  to  be  here  with  you.  Two  years  | 
ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you  and  I  was  filled 
up  full  with  inspiration  and  ideals — so  I  have  returned  for 
another  treatment.  I  can’t  tell  you  what  a  pleasure  it  is  to 
be  with  you.  ...  You  are  having  a  wonderful  Convention, 
it  is  an  inspiration  to  hear  of  the  things  you  have  accom¬ 
plished  along  all  lines  and  I  hope  that  you  fill  your  cup  full 
and  pile  a  little  on  top,  of  inspiration  for  the  years  to  come 
as  I  am  doing.  I  thank  you. 

Mrs.  McGeachy:  Mrs.  Ed  Benbow,  Child  Welfare 
Chairman,  will  now  make  her  report. 

Mrs.  Benbow  makes  the  following  report: 
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REPORT  OF  CHILD  WELFARE  CHAIRMAN,  1930 

Maclam  President,  Distinguished  Guests  and  Members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary: 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  genuine  satisfaction  and  pleasure  that  I 
bring  to  you  the  Child  Welfare  report  for  this  past  year. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Louise  Reinhardt,  our  Legion  and 
Auxiliary  Nurse,  the  Children’s  Clinic,  at  Oteen  has  been  carried  on 
in  the  same  splendidly  efficiently  manner  that  has  for  four  years  char¬ 
acterized  her  work.  Since  her  report  is  separate  and  in  detail  I  will 
only  say  that,  besides  her  regular  duties  at  the  Clinic,  she  answers 
emergency  calls,  day  or  night,  I  am  told;  renders  first  aid  and  is  at  all 
times  friend  and  counselor  to  the  mothers  as  well  as  the  little  children. 
We  are  indeed  fortunate  in  having  Miss  Reinhardt  as  our  nurse  in 
charge. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  attend  the  Child  Welfare  Conference  of 
Area  C,  held  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  in  April  of  this  year,  repre¬ 
senting  the  ‘Auxiliary.  The  Clinic  at  Oteen  was  again  of  intense  in¬ 
terest  to  the  group,  and  the  work  that  the  units  are  doing  locally  was 
thought  to  be  outstanding.  North  Carolina  had  three  representatives 
there.  Mrs.  Plarry  Vass,  of  Winston-Salem,  attended  as  Southern  Vice- 
President;  and  Mrs.  George  Iseley,  of  Raleigh,  Secretary  of  the  joint 
Child  Welfare  Committee. 

For  several  months  this  year,  we  were  most  fortunate  in  having 
in  the  State  Miss  Edith  Chapman,  Regional  Child  Welfare  Worker, 
for  Area  C;  with  help  a  questionaire  was  prepared  and  sent  to  each 
Unit  giving  the  National  program  and  plan  for  carrying  on  the  local 
work.  It  has  been  hard  for  the  Unit  Chairmen  in  some  counties  to 
secure  the  needed  information  but,  from  the  reports  that  have  come  in, 
in  the  past  few  weeks,  I  feel  that  a  much  better  understanding  of  the 
National  plan  has  already  been  gained. 

The  Child  Welfare  Chairmen  of  the  Units  have  done  their  labor  of 
love  with  the  same  devotion  that  has  been  shown  throughout  the  life 
of  the  Auxiliary,  and  it  has  been  a  joy  to  work  through  and  wifli 
them.  The  next  few  years  will  certainly  show  the  fruits  of  the  time, 
thought  and  love  put  into  this  phase  of  our  work  by  Mrs.  Norfleet  and 
Miss  Gray  particularly.  Those  of  us  who  are  helping  to  direct  the 
program  this  year  are  merely  carrying  forward  the  vision  that  was 
theirs;  and  with  their  continued  guidance  may  we  always  keep  North 
Carolina  among  the  States  who  are  doing  everything  possible  for  the 
children  of  our  disabled  men. 

The  formation  of  a  Joint  Welfare  Committee  composed  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Legion,  Auxiliary  and  Forty  and  Eight  was  a  most 
progressive  step  this  year,  and  the  future  holds  unlimited  possibilities 
for  the  expansion  of  this  work  so  close  to  our  hearts. 

As  most  of  us  know,  North  Carolina  has  already  a  good  Mothers’ 
Aid  law,  but  the  appropriation  is  entirely  too  small.  We  must  not 
forget  that  as  an  organization  we  went  on  record  at  last  year’s  con¬ 
vention  as  wishing  to  sponsor  an  increase  of  this  fund  and  certainly 
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we  of  the  Auxiliary  could  do  no  greater  or  more  valuable  service  than 
to  throw  our  strength  to  the  superintendence  of  welfare  and  to  others 
interested  and  put  across  this  measure.  There  is  also  great  need  of 
an  appropriation  for  Boarding  Home  care,  and,  while  there  is  little 
probability  of  that  being  added  this  next  year,  we  can  at  least  create 
interest  for  the  future. 

With  an  unwavering  belief  that  where  the  welfare  of  our  little 
children  is  concerned  North  Carolina  will  always  be  among  those  at 
the  top,  I  am  closing  this  report  with  deepest  gratitude  to  our  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  for  the  privilege  of  having  served  as  your  Chair¬ 
man  during  this  past  year. 

Statistical  Report 


Number  of  individuals  contacted _ _ _ _ _  1,503 

Number  of  families  receiving  financial  aid: 

(a)  From  Units  _  504 

(b)  Department  _ _  25 

Actual  cash  expended: 

(a)  By  Units  _ $4,210.91 

(b)  Department  _  2,384.91 

Value  material  contributions _ : _  2,303.59 


Total  _ $8,899.41 

Placed  in  home-school _ 2 

Guardianship  cases  (reported) _  3 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Greensboro,  N.  C. 


Anne  Benbow,  (Mrs.  Ed) 
Chairman  of  Child  Welfare. 


Mrs.  Vass  :  Madam  President,  may  I  state  to  this  Con¬ 
vention  that  it  really  was  a  joy  to  see  Mrs.  Benbow  and  Mrs. 
Iseley  at  work  on  this  Child  Welfare  work  in  Arkansas  and 
how  beautifully  they  represented  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina.  Ann  Benbow  and  I  went  on  the  train  together 
and  we  realized  that  the  Legion  did  not  have  a  representa¬ 
tive.  I  telegraphed  George  Freeman  at  Old  Fort,  “Will  you 
please  have  Florence  Iseley  represent  the  Legion  at  Little 
Rock  and  wire  me  at  Knoxville.”  I  had  forgotten  about  the 
time  changing  and  when  we  came  to  Knoxville  there  was 
no  telegram,  but  on  the  train  later  the  conductor  came  and 
called  for  me  and  there  was  the  telegram  from  George  Free¬ 
man  saying  “Delighted  to  send  Mrs.  Iseley,”  and  she  was 
on  the  next  train. 
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Mrs.  McGeachy  :  Mrs.  Iseley,  Chairman  of  the  Reso¬ 
lutions  Committee,  wants  to  meet  her  Committee  at  once  in 
the  room  to  the  right. 

I  see  Colonel  H.  C.  Dodge  in  the  rear  of  the  Church  and 
I  will  ask  that  he  be  brought  forward.  Ladies,  it  has  been 
my  privilege  this  year  to  go  to  Oteen  several  times  and 
enjoy  the  contact  with  the  work  that  has  been  going  on 
there.  Colonel  Dodge,  the  beloved  Medical  Officer  in  Charge 
is  here  and  will  tell  you  something  of  the  work  that  is  being 
done  there. 

Col.  Dodge  :  Madam  President  and  Ladies  of  the 
Auxiliary:  I  want  to  assure  you  that  I  am  very  happy  to 
come  here  today.  It  gives  me  the  opportunity  of  express¬ 
ing  the-  appreciation  that  we  at  Oteen  have  of  the  work 
which  your  great  organization  is  doing  among  our  men. 
You  may  know  that  of  our  six  hundred  patients  nearly  four 
hundred  of  them  are  men  who  are  not  in  receipt  of  com¬ 
pensation,  and  through  the  work  which  you  have  done  and 
the  relief  you  have  extended  to  these  men  and  their  families, 
you  have  made  it  possible  for  the  great  majority  of  them 
to  remain  at  Oteen  and  take  advantage  of  the  facilities 
which  the  Government  offers  them  and  to  follow  through 
successfully  to  a  cure  or  an  arrest  of  their  tuberculosis.  Had 
you  done  that  for  but  one  man,  all  of  your  efforts  would 
have  been  more  than  justified,  but  when  you  put  that  within 
the  reach  of  a  large  number  of  men,  I  find  no  words  in 
which  to  express  the  satisfaction  you  should  feel  in  doing 
so.  At  Oteen  this  last  year  we  have  had  an  average  of  590 
patients.  The  total  capacity  of  the  hospital  is  612  beds — 
we  endeavor  or  we  dare  not  go  over  600  patients,  because 
we  are  daily  called  on  for  emergency  cases  that  we  must 
care  for  and  we  must  keep  a  few  beds  vacant.  It  may  in¬ 
terest  you  to  know  that  since  the  Veterans’  Bureau  has  been 
operating  at  Oteen  nine  years,  that  we  have  cared  for  over 
seventeen  thousand  men.  A  year  ago  when  I  appeared  be¬ 
fore  you  at  Raleigh,  I  told  you  of  our  building  program 
which  was  being  carried  out  at  that  time  which  is  now 
completed  and  in  March  we  occupied  the  new  hospital  build¬ 
ing.  It  was  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  that  we  were 
able  to  take  our  men  and  women  patients  out  of  the  last  of 
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the  old  war-time  frame  buildings.  We  had  quite  a  job 
keeping  that  building  so  that  the  patients  could  be  com¬ 
fortable.  Those  are  things  of  the  past  and  in  its  permanent 
form  I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  there  is  not  a  better 
institution  of  its  kind  in  the  whole  United  States  than  we 
have  at  Oteen.  We  have  a  very  splendid  group  of  men  and 
women  as  patients.  They  are  taking  their  treatment  very 
seriously  and  they  cooperate  most  wonderfully.  Our  pa¬ 
tients  cooperate  so  wonderfully  for  the  reason  we  have 
existing  among  the  patients  and  the  personnel  a  truly  fine 
type  of  friendliness  upon  which  our  work  is  really  based. 
I  have  enjoyed  very  much  during  the  year  the  several  visits 
of  your  President  and  other  representatives  of  your  organ¬ 
ization.  I  hope  that  during  the  coming  year  we  will  have 
the  privilege  of  seeing  all  of  you  if  possible.  I  look  forward 
to  an  equally  pleasant  relationship  and  splendid  cooperation 
which  your  organization  will  give  us. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  :  I  think  when  things  come  to  us  first¬ 
hand  we  understand  them  better  and  we  want  to  thank 
Colonel  Dodge  for  his  information. 

I  see  Mr.  Jim  Caldwell,  of  the  Legion,  in  the  hall.  Ladies, 
Mr.  Caldwell  is  the  Legion — when  I  want  to  fuss,  I  fuss 
with  Jim;  and  when  I  want  to  be  pleasant,  I  am  pleasant 
with  Jim — Mr.  Caldwell,  Adjutant  of  the  Legion. 

Mr.  Caldwell:  Madam  Department  President,  Com¬ 
rades  of  the  Auxiliary:  You  know  it  is  very  unusual  for 
me  to  attempt  to  speak  from  the  pulpit  as  I  used  to  be  the 
text.  On  one  occasion  Cyclone  Mack  took  me  for  the  text. 
The  last  time  I  was  in  Church  in  a  small  town  in  the  East — 
we  had  been  writing  for  the  membership  campaign  and  the 
Commander  of  the  Post  down  there  wanted  to  know  what 
kind  of  bird  this  Jim  Caldwell  was — said  when  he  got  the 
letters  out  of  the  postoffice  he  would  open  them  up  and  keep 
right  on  walking,  looking  for  members — and  then  when  I 
came  down  there  and  he  saw  me  sitting  back  there  in  the 
choir,  he  said  he  had  never  seen  as  lazy  looking  white  man 
in  his  life.  If  you  ladies  expect  any  speech  from  me  you 
will  be  disappointed.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  for  me  to  serve 
with  your  President  this  year  as  it  was  last  year  with  Mrs. 
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Iseley.  I  have  enjoyed  the  association  with  Mrs.  McGeachy, 
better  known  as  “Aunt  Het.”  We  have  corresponded  con¬ 
siderably  and  used  the  telephone  quite  often,  especially 
recently.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  here. 

Mrs.  McGeachy:  Major-General  Peter  C.  Harris  of 
Georgia,  will  speak  to  you  now. 

Major-General  Harris:  Madam  President,  Ladies  of 
the  Auxiliary :  First  I  wish  to  express  my  very  deep  appre¬ 
ciation  to  the  President  for  giving  me  a  few  minutes  to 
explain  a  movement  in  which  I  am  interested.  (General 
Harris  here  speaks  of  the  War  orphans  who  should  be 
educated.  He  says  there  are  12,000  of  these  children  in  the 
United  States,  2,075  of  them  becoming  eighteen  years  of 
age  January  1.  There  are  290  in  North  Carolina.  General 
Harris  tells  of  the  legislation  already  enacted  for  the  benefit 
of  the  War  orphans  in  different  States,  the  proposed  legis¬ 
lation,  and  the  necessary  legislation  for  the  education  of 
these  orphans,  and  he  feels  confident  that  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  is  vitally  interested  in  seeing  that  this 
legislation  is  enacted,  and  in  sponsoring  any  move  to  that 
end.) 

General  Harris’  speech  is  received  with  applause  and 
Mrs.  McGeachy  thanks  him  for  coming  before  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry,  Second  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  It  is  now  time  for  the  Credentials  report. 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  will  make 
the  report. 

Madam  President : 

The  Credentials  Committee  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 


Active  Units  in  the  Department— _ 82 

Units  represented  at  the  Convention _  55 

Delegates  registered  _  157 

Alternates  registered  _  30 

National  Officers  _  2 

Department  Officers  _  6 

District  Committeewomen  _  7 

Number  of  authorized  votes _  272 

Visitors  registered  _  91 

Pages  _ 9 
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Distinguished  visitors: 

1  visitor  from  North  Carolina — Mrs.  H.  F.  Vass. 

1  visitor  from  Virginia — Miss  Cora  Vaughn. 

1  visitor  from  South  Carolina — Mrs.  Henry  Cappelman. 

1  visitor  from  Arkansas — Mrs.  Ruth  McCurrey  Brown. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell, 

Mrs.  Gabe  Croom, 

Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris, 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shoaf, 

Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll, 

Committee  on  Credentials. 


Mrs.  Newell  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Duncan.  All  delegates  voting  “Aye.” 

Mrs.  Perry  :  It  is  now  time  for  the  election  of  the  Nom¬ 
inating  Committee  and  in  that  connection  I  will  read  you 
Section  1  of  Article  8  of  the  Constitution  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary : 

Previous  to  the  session  for  the  election  of  officers,  there  shall  be  a 
nominating  committee  of  five  elected.  Nominations  for  this  committee 
shall  be  from  the  floor  and  shall  include  not  more  than  one  member 
from  each  District  represented.  The  five  receiving  the  greatest  num¬ 
ber  of  votes  shall  be  the  nominating  committee.  The  member  receiv¬ 
ing  the  highest  vote  shall  become  the  Chairman  of  the  committee. 

The  following  were  nominated  and  received  the  number 
of  votes  written  by  the  name : 


Mrs.  Frank  Petway _  241 

Mrs.  Wm.  Duncan _  206 

Miss  Bernice  Turner _  205 

Mrs.  Horace  Haworth _  195 

Miss  Julia  McNeil _  174 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Turner _  150 


Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie  was  also  nominated  but  requested  that  her  name 
be  withdrawn  before  the  balloting  was  completed. 

Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Mrs.  Chas.  Young,  and  Mrs.  Lee  Franz 
were  appointed  by  the  Chair  as  marker  and  tellers. 

Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  who  received  the  highest  number  of 
votes,  was  declared  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  with  Mrs. 
Wm.  Duncan,  Miss  Bernice  Turner,  Mrs.  Haworth,  and 
Miss  Julia  McNeill  composing  the  Committee. 
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Mrs.  Perry  :  The  Nominating  Committee  will  now  re¬ 
tire  and  let  us  have  your  report  at  the  afternoon  session. 

Mrs.  Rodman  moves  that  a  telegram  of  sympathy  be  sent 
Mrs.  Claude  Gardner,  who  was  to  have  been  a  delegate  to 
the  Convention  from  the  Washington  Unit  but  who  could 
not  come  because  of  the  death  of  her  husband.  This  motion 
was  duly  seconded  and  carried. 

It  was  also  on  motion  duly  made  and  carried  that  tele¬ 
grams  be  sent  Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin,  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Board,  who  is  ill  in  the  hospital ;  one  to  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Rust,  also  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board;  and 
one  to  Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew,  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Board,  expressing  the  sympathy  of  the  Convention  and 
regret  at  their  absence. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  There  are  tables  placed  at  the  door  on 
which  you  will  find  all  bulletins.  As  it  seems  impossible  to 
get  them  distributed  during  the  session,  the  Pages  will  give 
you  copies  as  you  leave  the  Church.  Please  don’t  leave 
without  your  full  set  of  copies. 

We  will  now  have  the  report  of  the  Resolutions  Com¬ 
mittee.  Mrs.  Iseley,  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  will  make 
the  report. 

Maclam  Chairman,  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary : 

The  first  resolution  offered  is: 

Whereas,  the  Commercial  Printing  Company  of  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  has 
undertaken  at  its  own  expense  to  publish  a  history  of  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Departments  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary: 

Be  it  resolved,  That  this  Convention  extend  to  the  Commercial 
Printing  Company  of  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  its  deep  appreciation  of  the 
splendid  service  and  that  it  go  on  record  as  pledging  its  full  interest 
and  cooperation  in  making  the  venture  a  successful  one  for  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Printing  Company. 

Mrs.  Iseley  moves  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  Sec¬ 
onded  by  Mrs.  Fletcher.  Unanimously  passed. 

2 

Whereas,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  furtherance  of  the 
plans  of  the  American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  amended 
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the  World  War  Veteran  Act  so  as  to  authorize  the  continuance  of  the 
payment  of  death  compensation  after  the  age  of  eighteen  to  children 
pursuing  courses  of  instruction  at  schools,  colleges,  etc.;  and 

Whereas,  this  Government  compensation  alone — $10.00  per  month 
for  one  child  and  $6.00  for  each  additional  child,  when  there  is  more 
than  one  in  a  family,  is  not  sufficient  to  support  a  boy  or  girl  in  college 
or  pursuing  a  course  of  vocational  training,  and 

Whereas,  the  education  of  children  is  primarily  a  function  of  the 
State,  and  the  States  of  Utah,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Connecticut,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Kentucky,  New  Jersey,  South  Carolina,  New  York,  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  have  by  acts  of  their  legislatures  established  scholarships 
for  war  orphans  to  supplement  or  match  the  Government  compensa¬ 
tion,  and 

Whereas,  many  of  our  educational  institutions  have  offered  to  co¬ 
operate  by  remitting  fees  and  making  other  concessions  to  war  orphans, 
be  it  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  Department  and  District  Directors  be  appointed 
for  the  further  development  of  the  plans  for  education  of  the  children 
of  those  who  sacrificed  their  lives  for  the  Country  during  the  World 
War,  and  that  this  work  be  made  an  active  part  of  the  program  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  this  Department,  and  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  the  Legislature  be  requested  to  provide  an  appro¬ 
priation  of  $2,400  annually  until  1942  to  be  applied  towards  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  tuition  and  matriculation  fees,  board  and  room  rent,  and  books 
and  supplies  of  war  orphans  attending  a  State  educational  and  training 
institution  of  a  secondary  or  college  grade,  not  more  than  $150  to  be 
paid  for  any  one  child  in  any  one  year,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  educational  and  training  institutions  throughout  the 
State  be  requested  to  remit  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  regular  tuition 
fees,  and  rent  for  rooms  in  halls  or  dormitories,  in  the  case  of  war 
orphan  students. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  realiz¬ 
ing  the  importance  of  education  for  World  War  orphans,  pledge  their 
support  to  the  program  as  adopted  by  the  American  Legion,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Iseley  :  I  move  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Miller.  After  discussion,  this  resolu¬ 
tion  is  unanimously  carried. 

3 

Whereas,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  in  1929  Convention  went 
on  record  as  desiring  to  stand  behind  the  Mother’s  Aid  program  of  the 
State  as  advocated  by  the  Public  Welfare  Department: 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  Auxiliary  cooperate  in  creating  a  sentiment 
for  the  full  allowance  asked  for  by  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare, 
and  to  also  create  a  sentiment  in  our  respective  communities  for  the 
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very  necessary  boarding  home  care  appropriation  which  will  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  program. 

Mrs.  Iseley  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  resolution. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Haworth.  All  voting  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive. 

4 

Whereas,  it  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  that  children  of  World  War 
Veterans  under  sixteen  years  of  age  are  engaged  in  industry  in  this 
State:  Therefore 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  endorse  the 
movement  of  the  League  of  Women  Voters  regarding  the  working  of 
children — their  goal  for  1931  being: 

Limitations  on  Hours:  Remove  the  exemption  of  children  who 
have  completed  the  fourth  grade  from  the  provision  of  the  law  estab¬ 
lishing  an  8-hour  day  and  38-hour  week  for  children  under  16. 

Education  Requirement  for  Work  Permits:  Require  the  completion 
of  the  sixth  grade  for  children  between  14  and  16  leaving  school  for 
work. 

Employment  in  Dangerous  Occupations :  Prohibit  the  employment 
of  children  under  16  in  a  specified  list  of  hazardous  occupations  and 
grant  power  to  the  appropriate  State  commission  to  extend  this  list. 

Mrs.  Iseley  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  resolution. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Miller.  After  full  discussion  and  ex¬ 
planation  by  both  Mrs.  Miller  and  Mrs.  Iseley,  this  resolu¬ 
tion  was  carried  unanimously. 

5 

Whereas,  the  membership  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina  now  exceeds  5,000  and  a  ten  per  cent 
increase  will  necessitate  more  than  500  new  members,  and 

Whereas,  the  responsibility  for  the  major  portion  of  this  member¬ 
ship  gain  will  rest  upon  the  larger  Units  who  in  order  to  reach  their 
present  membership,  have  exerted  every  effort  and  used  practically  all 
material,  and 

Whereas,  in  order  to  meet  the  quota  assigned  by  National,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  stress  membership  to  the  detriment  of  the  phases  of 
our  work  for  which  we  were  primarily  organized,  and 

Whereas,  the  continual  driving  for  members  cheapens  the  organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  eyes  of  others,  when  membership  in  this  organization  should 
be  considered  an  honor  and  a  privilege;  therefore 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  in  Convention  assembled,  go  on  record  as  disapproving 
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the  custom  of  asking  each  Unit  to  increase  its  membership  10  per  cent 
each  year,  thereby  demanding  that  this  same  time  could  be  so  well 
spent  in  building  up  our  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare,  Americanism 
and  other  phases  of  our  work  so  that  the  work  of  the  organization 
would  be  so  outstanding  that  eligible  women  would  seek  membership 
and  account  it  the  honor  which  it  is.  And  be  it 

Further  resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the 
National  President  and  to  the  National  Membership  Committee. 

Mrs.  Iseley  :  I  move  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Duncan  of  Raleigh.  All  voting  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Constitution  Chairman,  reads  some  pro¬ 
posed  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which  she  asks  the 
delegates  to  consider  and  think  over  as  they  will  be  called 
to  vote  on  same  at  the  afternoon  session.  (Said  amendments 
set  out  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  voted  upon.) 

There  being  no  other  business  to  pass  upon  at  this  ses¬ 
sion,  a  recess  was  taken. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Tuesday,  August  26th — 2:30 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  President,  in  the  chair. 

After  calling  the  meeting  to  order,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hardin, 
Chairman  of  the  Courtesy  Committee,  gave  her  report  as 
follows : 

The  Courtesy  Committee  wishes  to  express  for  the  Department 
their  appreciation  for  the  many  courtesies  shown  them  by  the  Clyde 
Bolling  Post  and  Unit,  also  to  the  people  of  Winston-Salem  for  their 
generous  hospitality  and  especially  do  we  wish  to  thank  Miss  Margaret 
Gray,  President  of  the  Clyde  Bolling  Unit  for  her  untiring  effort  in 
making  our  stay  in  Winston-Salem  enjoyable. 

To  the  Chairmen  of  the  various  Committees  we  wish  to  express  our 
deepest  gratitude.  For  the  inspiring  services  on  Sunday  evening,  the 
lovely  luncheon  given  by  the  Winston-Salem  Unit,  the  tea  given  by 
the  D.  A.  R.  and  the  U.  D.  C.  on  Monday,  and  the  garden  party  given 
by  Miss  Alice  Gray  on  Tuesday,  we  are  grateful. 

The  distinguished  guests,  and  efficient  pages,  the  music  furnished, 
the  hotels,  theatres,  and  the  press,  we  wish  to  thank. 

We  are  glad  to  voice  our  grateful  appreciation  for  the  splendid 
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Department  Officers,  and  our  beloved  President,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  for 
their  untiring  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Hardin,  Jr.,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  H.  Y.  Mott. 

Mrs.  John  Langston. 


The  report  accepted  as  read. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  :  Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Constitution  Chair¬ 
man,  will  now  make  her  report.  Please  listen  carefully, 
ladies,  you  are  voting  on  changes  to  your  Constitution  and 
I  want  you  to  know  what  you  are  voting  on. 

Maclam  President ,  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

The  Constitution  Committee  wishes  to  submit  its  report  as  follows: 

We  recommend  that  the  Constitution  of  the  American  Legion  Auxil¬ 
iary,  Department  of  North  Carolina  be  amended  at  the  Tenth  Annual 
Department  Convention  as  follows: 

First:  That  Article  V,  headed  Department  Organization,  Section  1 
of  which  reads  “The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  shall  be  composed  of  Districts  coinciding  with  the  Con¬ 
gressional  Districts  within  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  Dis¬ 
tricts  in  turn  shall  be  composed  of  the  duly  constituted  Auxiliary  Units 
to  the  Posts  of  the  American  Legion  within  the  said  Districts”;  shall 
be  amended  so  as  hereafter  to  read,  “The  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Department  of  North  Carolina  shall  be  composed  of  Districts  coinciding 
with  the  Districts  as  outlined  by  the  American  Legion,  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  and  these  Districts  in  turn  shall  be  composed  of 
the  duly  constituted  Auxiliary  Units  to  the  Posts  of  the  American 
Legion  within  the  said  Districts.” 


After  full  discussion  by  Mrs.  Lowe,  Miss  Deaton,  Mrs. 
Lee,  Mrs.  Suiter,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Miss  Deaton, 
seconded  by  Mrs.  Lowe,  the  above  amendment  to  the  Consti¬ 
tution  was  carried  unanimously. 


Mrs.  Lee  then  read  the  amendment  to  the  American 
Legion  Constitution  and  the  twenty  Districts  as  set  out  by 
the  Legion : 


1st  District: 
2nd  District: 
3rd  District: 
4th  District: 
5th  District: 
6th  District: 
7th  District: 
8th  District: 


Currituck,  Camden,  Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Chowan. 
Dare,  Tyrrell,  Washington,  Hyde,  Beaufort. 

Carteret,  Craven,  Pamlico,  Jones,  Onslow. 

Gates,  Hertford,  Bertie,  Martin,  Northampton. 
Edgecombe,  Nash,  Wilson,  Pitt,  Halifax. 

Greene,  Wayne,  Lenoir,  Duplin,  Sampson. 

Pender,  New  Hanover,  Brunswick,  Columbus,  Bladen. 
Durham,  Warren,  Vance,  Granville,  Orange. 
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9th  District: 
10th  District: 
11th  District: 
12th  District: 
Scotland. 

13th  District: 
14th  District: 
15th  District: 
16th  District: 
17th  District: 
18th  District: 
19th  District: 
20th  District: 


Wake,  Chatham,  Lee,  Johnston,  Franklin. 

Harnett,  Cumberland,  Roberson,  Hoke. 

Person,  Caswell,  Alamance,  Guilford,  Rockingham. 
Randolph,  Moore,  Montgomery,  Richmond,  Anson, 

Stokes,  Surry,  Yadkin,  Forsythe,  Davie. 

Rowan,  Davidson,  Stanley,  Cabarrus,  Union. 
Alleghany,  Wilkes,  Ashe,  Alexander,  Iredell. 
Catawba,  Lincoln,  Mecklenburg,  Gaston,  Cleveland. 
Watauga,  Avery,  Mitchell,  Caldwell,  Burke. 

Madison,  Buncombe,  Yancey,  McDowell,  Haywood. 
Rutherford,  Henderson,  Transylvania,  Polk,  Jackson. 
Swain,  Graham,  Cherokee,  Clay,  Macon. 


Second:  That  Article  VIII,  headed  Elections,  Section  6,  District 
Executive  Committeewomen,  which  reads  as  follows:  “At  each  Annual 
Department  Convention,  the  duly  elected  and  accredited  delegates  from 
each  District  attending  said  Convention,  shall  hold  a  meeting  and 
elect  one  person  from  their  respective  Districts,  which  person  shall 
be  a  member  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee.  The  office  shall 
be  termed  ‘The  District  Executive  Committeewoman.’  The  person  so 
elected  shall  hold  office  until  her  successor  is  duly  elected  and  quali¬ 
fied”;  shall  be  amended  to  read:  “At  the  Annual  Department  Conven¬ 
tions  the  duly  elected  and  accredited  delegates  attending  said  Conven¬ 
tion  shall  elect  as  members  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee 
persons  representing  the  various  Districts  of  the  Department,  the  office 
to  be  termed  ‘The  District  Executive  Committeewoman,’  with  one  Com¬ 
mitteewoman  and  her  Alternate  for  each  District.  The  Department 
Convention  in  1930  shall  elect  a  District  Executive  Committeewoman 
and  an  Alternate  District  Executive  Committeewoman  for  each  Dis¬ 
trict,  those  of  odd  numbered  Districts  to  serve  one  year  only,  and 
those  of  even  numbered  Districts  to  serve  for  two  successive  years. 
Thereafter  (after  the  1930  Convention)  the  District  Executive  Commit¬ 
teewomen  and  Alternate  District  Executive  Committeewomen  of  the 
even  numbered  years,  and  the  District  Executive  Committeewomen 
and  the  Alternate  District  Executive  Committeewomen  of  the  odd 
numbered  Districts  shall  be  elected  at  the  Department  Conventions 
held  in  odd  numbered  years.” 

Mrs.  Lowe  moves  that  this  section  read  so  as  to  coincide 
with  the  Legion’s  Constitution.  Mrs.  Lee  explains  that  this 
does  so.  Mrs.  Lowe  then  moves  that  the  amendment  be 
adopted.  Seconded  by  Mrs.  Claverie.  Passed  by  all  voting 
“Aye.” 


Third:  That  By-Law  I,  Section  3,  that  part  of  which  reads:  “The 
retiring  Secretary,  together  with  the  retiring  President,  shall  arrange, 
print  and  distribute  the  minutes  of  her  own  Convention,  but  when  a 
new  President  has  been  elected,  all  bids  for  printing  the  minutes  must 
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be  sent  to  her  and  no  contracts  can  be  made  without  her  approval. 
The  contract  with  the  printer  must  require  the  said  minutes  to  be 
ready  for  distribution  by  January  1st.”  Shall  be  amended  so  as  here¬ 
after  to  read:  “The  retiring  Secretary,  together  with  the  retiring 
President,  shall  arrange,  print  and  distribute  the  minutes  of  her  own 
Convention,  said  minutes  to  include  the  annual  reports  of  all  Officers 
and  Chairmen  of  Standing  Committees.  When  a  new  President  has 
been  elected,  all  bids  for  printing  the  minutes  must  be  sent  to  her 
and  no  contracts  may  be  made  without  her  approval.  The  contract 
with  the  printer  shall  require  that  the  minutes  be  ready  for  distribu¬ 
tion  before  or  by  January  1  of  the  year  following  each  Convention.” 

Mrs.  Burt  moves  the  adoption  of  this  amendment.  Sec¬ 
onded  by  Mrs.  Fletcher.  Passed  by  all  voting  “Aye.” 

The  following  resolution  was  then  read  by  Mrs.  Lee : 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  be  for  the  good  of  the  Department  for 
Units  to  start  their  work  as  early  as  possible  after  Convention,  and 

Whereas,  the  time  between  the  State  and  National  Conventions  can 
be  used  to  good  advantage  by  new  and  experienced  officers  in  getting 
their  work  planned  for  an  early  start  on  membership,  and 

Whereas,  the  work  for  the  year  has  in  reality  been  completed  when 
Convention  reports  are  sent  in,  now  therefore, 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  Unit  year  shall  begin  and  close  with  the 
first  regular  Unit  meeting  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Department 
Convention. 

Resolution  duly  seconded  and  passed  by  all  voting  “Aye.” 

Mrs.  McGeachy:  The  delegates  will  please  seat  them¬ 
selves  according  to  the  new  districting — that  is:  all  dele¬ 
gates  from  Currituck,  Camden,  Pasquotank,  Perquimans, 
and  Chowan  seat  themselves  together,  and  so  on  with  all  the 
Districts.  You  will  be  allowed  a  few  minutes  to  caucus  in 
order  to  nominate  your  District  Committeewomen. 

The  delegates  from  the  various  Districts  re-seat  them¬ 
selves  according  to  the  new  Districts. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  again  calls  the  meeting  to  order,  and 
calls  for  nominations  from  the  new  Districts  as  follows : 

First  District:  Not  represented. 

Second  District:  Not  represented. 

Third  District:  Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick,  Committeewoman;  Mrs.  Tom 
Daniels,  Alternate. 

Fourth  District:  Not  represented. 

Fifth  District:  Mrs.  W.  G.  Suiter,  Committeewoman;  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Fluck,  Alternate. 
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Sixth  District:  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Committeewoman;  Mrs.  Robt. 
Stevens,  Alternate. 

Seventh  District:  Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris,  Committeewoman;  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Edwards,  Alternate. 

Eighth  District:  Mrs.  T.  G.  Stem,  Committeewoman;  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Newell,  Alternate. 

Ninth  District:  Mrs.  H.  A.  Mooneyham,  Committeewoman;  Mrs. 
Dan  Pou,  Alternate. 

Tenth  District:  Mrs.  Carl  Pritchett,  Committeewoman;  Miss  Janie 
Carlyle,  Alternate. 

Eleventh  District:  Mrs.  Russell  Blackburn,  Committeewoman;  Mrs. 
J.  K.  Iseley,  Alternate. 

Twelfth  District:  Mrs.  Geo.  Burkhead,  Committeewoman;  Mrs. 
Ellen  Russell,  Alternate. 

Thirteenth  District:  Mrs.  W.  T.  Smither,  Committeewoman;  Mrs. 
Kirby,  Alternate. 

Fourteenth  District:  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hardin,  Jr.,  Committeewoman; 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Brown  (Lexington),  Alternate. 

Fifteenth  District:  Mrs.  Harry  Mott,  Committeewoman;  Miss  Ber¬ 
nice  Turner,  Alternate. 

Sixteenth  District:  Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh,  Committeewoman;  Mrs. 
Russell  Yount,  Alternate. 

Seventeenth  District:  (No  nominations  recorded.) 

Eighteenth  District:  Mrs.  Harry  Baumgardner,  Committeewoman; 
Mrs.  R.  R.  Campbell,  Alternate. 

Nineteenth  District:  (No  nominations  recorded.) 

Twentieth  District:  (No  nominations  recorded.) 

Mrs.  McGeachy  :  Ladies,  you  have  heard  the  nomina¬ 
tions  of  the  various  District  Committeewomen  and  Alter¬ 
nates.  Shall  we  elect  them  as  a  whole  or  one  at  the  time? 

Mrs.  Rodman  :  I  move  that  we  elect  them  as  a  whole. 

Motion  duly  seconded  and  the  foregoing  District  Com¬ 
mitteewomen  and  Alternates  are  elected  by  all  voting 
“Aye.” 

Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Past  Department  President,  in  the 
chair. 

Mrs.  Lowe:  We  are  now  ready  to  hear  from  the  Nomi¬ 
nating  Committee. 

Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  Chairman  of  the  Nominating  Com¬ 
mittee,  makes  the  following  report : 

President:  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller. 

First  Vice-President:  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry. 

Second  Vice-President:  Mrs.  Frank  Johnson. 
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Chaplain:  Miss  Nannie  Dodson. 

Historian:  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher. 

National  Executive  Committeewoman:  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy. 
Alternate  National  Executive  Committeewoman:  Mrs.  Reverdy  J. 
Miller. 

Mrs.  Petway  :  I  move  that  this  report  be  accepted  as 
read. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick. 

Mrs.  Lowe:  Are  there  other  nominations? 

Mrs.  Duncan  moves  that  the  ballot  be  closed.  Duly  sec¬ 
onded.  All  voting  “Aye.” 

Mrs.  Lowe  :  All  in  favor  of  accepting  the  report  of  the 
Nominating  Committee  as  read,  please  let  it  be  known  by 
saying  “I.” 

All  voting  “Aye.” 

Mrs.  Lowe  :  I  will  now  ask  the  Secretary  to  declare  the 
election  of  the  officers  named: 

“I,  Beatrice  Tucker  Carroll,  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  do  declare 
the  following  to  be  the  duly  elected  officers  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  year  1930-31.”  (Repeats 
above  ballot  as  handed  in  by  Nominating  Committee.) 

Mrs.  Lowe  :  You  have  heard  your  new  officers  declared, 
and  I  feel  sure  you  will  be  delighted  with  your  selection. 
They  will  be  presented  to  you  later. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  resumes  chair. 

Mrs.  McGeachy  :  We  now  have  to  elect  our  delegates 
to  the  National  Convention.  We  are  ready  for  nominations. 


The  following  were  nominated : 

Delegates 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  Kinston,  N.  C . . 6th  District 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Miller,  Charlotte . . 16th  District 

Mrs.  Rowland  Williams,  Dunn . . 10th  District 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Jenkins,  Henderson _ -8th  District 

Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Greenville _ 5th  District 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie,  Asheville _ 18th  District 

Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick,  Newton . . 16th  District 
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Mrs.  Eugene  Foxworth,  Raleigh _ 9th  District 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Fluck,  Tarboro _ 5th  District 

Mrs.  L.  C.  Watts,  Gastonia _ 16th  District 

Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Statesville _ 15th  District 

Alternates 

Mrs.  John  Langston,  Goldsboro _ 6th  District 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher,  Raleigh _ 9th  District 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Lowe,  Lexington _ 14th  District 

Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  Hickory _ 16th  District 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Turlington,  Dunn _ 10th  District 

Mrs.  Gabe  Croom,  Asheville _ 18th  District 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Henderson _ 8th  District 

Mrs.  R.  R.  Campbell,  Waynesville _ 18th  District 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Reese,  Hendersonville _ 19th  District 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Turner,  N.  Wilkesboro., _ 15th  District 

Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll,  Kinston . . 5th  District 


On  motion  duly  made,  seconded  and  carried,  the  ballot  is 
closed,  and  the  above  nominees  elected  by  all  voting  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Iseley  with  appropriate  words,  presents  the 
Past  President’s  pin  to  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  who  grace¬ 
fully  accepts  it. 

The  new  officers  are  then  presented  by  Mrs.  McGeachy. 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Miller,  President-elect,  responds  as  follows : 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Guests,  Members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  and  Friends: 

To  express  to  you  what  is  in  my  heart  is  impossible,  for  I  have  not 
the  words  to  convey  to  you  my  real  feeling.  I  am  deeply  touched  by 
the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  and  am  not  unmindful  of  the 
great  responsibility  which  it  involves. 

There  is  no  greater  service  which  we  can  render  today  than  to 
carry  forward  the  great  program  of  rehabilitation  and  child  welfare 
of  our  organization.  There  is  no  time  when  I  would  rather  serve 
than  the  present.  For  we  owe  it  to  those  men  who  served  their 
Country  during  the  World  War  and  were  disabled,  to  assist  in  securing 
the  rights  to  which  they  are  entitled;  we  owe  it  to  those  men  who 
passed  on  or  are  disabled  to  see  that  their  families  are  provided  for. 
This  is  the  service  to  which  we  are  dedicated.  No  one  can  carry  it 
on  alone;  but  with  each  member  doing  her  part,  and  with  the  support 
and  cooperation  of  each  Unit,  I  pledge  to  you  the  best  service  I  can 
give  in  endeavoring  to  further  promote  the  work  of  our  organization. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Perry  and  Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Vice-Presi- 
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dents  elect,  respond  with  appropriate  pledges  of  support  to 
the  President  and  the  program  of  the  administration. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Historian-elect,  and  Miss  Nannie 
Dodson,  Chaplain,  in  a  few  words  expressed  their  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  honor  conferred  on  them  and  pledged  their 
support  to  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Mark  Lassiter,  Trophies  and  Awards  Chairman, 
makes  the  following  report: 

REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  TROPHIES  AND  AWARDS 

The  Department  having  offered  cup  to  the  Unit  enrolling  the  largest 
number  of  new  members  is  awarded  to  the  Wilmington  Unit. 

The  Department  having  offered  cup  to  the  Unit  enrolling  the  highest 
percentage  increase  in  membership  over  last  year  is  awarded  to  the 
Morehead  City  Unit. 

The  loving  cup  offered  by  Mrs.  George  Iseley  to  the  District  en¬ 
rolling  the  highest  percentage  gain  in  membership  over  last  year  is 
awarded  to  the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit  of  Asheville. 

The  loving  cup  offered  by  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy  to  the  first  Unit 
with  less  than  seventy-five  members,  doubling  its  membership  between 
March  1st  and  April  1st  is  awarded  to  the  Mooresville  Unit. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy’s  prize  of  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit 
securing  the  most  new  members  between  January  6th  and  February 
6th  is  awarded  to  the  Raleigh  Unit. 

Her  second  prize  of  $2.50  in  gold  is  awarded  to  the  Kiffin  Rockwell 
Unit  of  Asheville. 

The  loving  cup  offered  by  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley  to  the  first  Unit 
with  more  than  75  members  doubling  its  membership  by  July  15th  is 
awarded  to  the  Wilmington  Unit. 

Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit  securing 
the  largest  number  of  Junior  members  is  awarded  to  the  Raleigh 
Unit. 

Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace’s  prize  $2.50  in  gold  offered  to  the  Unit  member 
enrolling  the  greatest  number  of  new  members  is  awarded  to  Mrs. 
C.  P.  Andrews  of  the  Raleigh  Unit. 

Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace’s  prize,  a  gold  membership  pin,  offered  to  the  Unit 
member  enrolling  the  most  new  members  between  February  6th  and 
March  6th  is  awarded  to  Mrs.  Cadwellader  of  the  Kiffin-Rockwell  Unit, 
i  Asheville. 

Miss  Julia  McNeil’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  first  Unit 
sending  in  paid  membership  equal  to  its  last  year’s  membership  is 
1  awarded  to  the  Shirley  Hill  Unit  of  Snow  Hill. 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Witherspoon’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Junior 
organization  doing  the  best  work  is  awarded  to  the  Raleigh  Unit. 
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Mrs.  Mark  C.  Lassiter’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit 
having  the  greatest  percentage  increase  in  membership  from  April 
24th  to  May  24th  based  on  last  year’s  membership  is  awarded  to  More- 
head  City  Unit. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher’s  trophy,  a  lovely  scrap  book,  offered  to  the 
Unit  sending  in  the  best  history  is  awarded  the  Kiffin-Rockwell  Unit 
of  Asheville. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Claverie’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  a  small  Unit 
doing  the  best  all  ’round  work  is  awarded  the  Columbia  Unit. 

Mrs.  Harry  Vass’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit  doing 
the  best  prison  work  is  awarded  to  the  Hickory  Unit. 

The  Lillie  Burt  Cup  offered  by  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Burt,  to  the  Unit  doing  the  best  child  welfare  work,  is  awarded 
to  the  Gastonia  Unit. 

Mrs.  Frank  Petway’s  loving  cup  offered  to  the  Unit  making  the 
largest  percentage  increase  over  last  year’s  poppy  sales,  is  awarded 
to  the  Shelby  Unit. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit  doing 
the  best  work  in  Americanism,  is  awarded  to  the  Shirley  Hill  Unit  of 
Snow  Hill. 

Mrs.  V.  P.  Perry’s  prize,  offered  to  the  Unit  having  the  best  scrap 
book,  is  awarded  to  the  Forrest  Unit  of  St.  Pauls. 

The  Carolina  Settle  Wilkes  loving  cup  offered  by  Mr.  James  Ren- 
wick  Wilkes  in  memory  of  his  wife,  to  the  Unit  having  the  greatest 
percentage  in  attendance  at  regular  monthly  meetings  during  the  fiscal 
year  based  on  membership  of  the  former  year  until  that  membership 
has  been  exceeded  by  a  greater  membership,  is  awarded  to  the  Colum¬ 
bia  Unit. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrews’  trophy,  a  set  of  desk  flags,  offered  to  the  Unit 
having  the  best  Memorial  Scrap  Book,  is  awarded  to  the  Raleigh  Unit. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Dew’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit  in  the 
Second  District  making  the  largest  gain  in  membership,  is  awarded 
to  the  Stephen  E.  Burroughs  Unit  of  Warrenton. 

Mrs.  Lynton  Ballentine’s  loving  cup  offered  to  the  Unit  in  the 
Fourth  District  making  the  greatest  increase  in  membership,  is  award¬ 
ed  to  the  Raleigh  Unit. 

Mrs.  T.  G.  Stem’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit  in  the 
Fifth  District  doing  the  best  child  welfare  work,  is  awarded  to  the 
Henry  K.  Burtner  Unit  of  Greensboro. 

Miss  Julia  McNeill’s  loving  cup  offered  as  a  permanent  award  co 
the  Unit  in  the  Sixth  District  making  the  highest  percentage  increase 
in  membership  over  last  year,  is  awarded  to  the  Maxton  Unit. 

With  deep  appreciation  of  the  interest  shown  by  members  in  of¬ 
fering  prizes  and  of  the  splendid  cooperation  of  Mrs.  McGeachy  and 
the  various  committees  who  have  decided  on  the  individuals  and  Units 
winning  them,  this  resport  is 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  Mark  C.  Lassiter, 

Chairman. 
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Miniature  Flags  in  holders  are  presented  to  the  Past 
Presidents  in  the  following  order  by  Miss  Nannie  Dodson 
for  the  Department: 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet. 

Miss  Annie  Lee  (two  years). 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Lowe. 

Mrs.  H.  F.  Vass. 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Iseley. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy. 


NATIONAL  CITATIONS 


Asheville,  Number  2 
Wilson,  Number  13 
Washington,  Number  15 
Newton,  Number  15 
Gastonia,  Number  23 
Warrenton,  Number  25 
Scotland  Neck,  Number  34 
Weldon,  Number  38 
Greenville,  Number  39 
Asheboro,  Number  45 


Morehead  City,  Number  46 
Waynesville,  Number  47 
Henderson,  Number  60 
Statesville,  Number  65 
Rutherfordton,  Number  75 
Snow  Hill,  Number  94 
Mount  Airy,  Number  123 
North  Wilkesboro,  Number  125 
China  Grove,  Number  185 


STATE  CITATIONS 


Ashboro,  Number  45 
Asheville,  Number  2 
Burlington,  Number  63 
China  Grove,  Number  185 
Chapel  Hill,  Number  6 
Columbia,  Number  182 
Concord,  Number  51 
Durham,  Number  7 
Fayetteville,  Number  3 
Fuquay  Springs,  Number  116 
Gastonia,  Number  23 
Goldsboro,  Number  11 
Greenville,  Number  39 
Henderson,  Number  60 
Hendersonville,  Number  77 
Dunn,  Number  59 
Hickory,  Number  48 
High  Point,  Number  87 
Kinston,  Number  43 
Kings  Mountain,  Number  115 
Lenoir,  Number  29 
Louisburg,  Number  105 
Mooresville,  Number  66 


Morehead  City,  Number  46 
Morganton,  Number  21 
Mt.  Holly,  Number  152 
Newton,  Number  16 
N.  Wilkesboro,  Number  125 
Raleigh,  Number  1 
Rutherfordton,  Number  75 
Salisbury,  Number  14 
Scotland  Neck,  Number  34 
Shelby,  Number  82 
Snow  Hill,  Number  94 
Statesville,  Number  65 
St.  Pauls,  Number  5 
Tarboro,  Number  19 
Troy,  Number  159 
Warrenton,  Number  25 
Washington,  Number  15 
Waynesville,  Number  47 
Weldon,  Number  38 
Wilmington,  Number  10 
Wilson,  Number  13 
Winston-Salem,  Number  55 
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At  the  conclusion  of  the  business,  the  colors  were  retired 
and  on  motion  the  Tenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  was 
declared  adjourned. 


REPORTS 

The  following  reports  are  attached  hereto  and  made  a 
part  of  these  minutes  (not  being  read  on  the  Convention 
floor)  : 

Americanism. 

Legislation. 

Unit  Activities. 

National  Defense. 

Memorials. 

Prison. 

Publicity. 

Gold  Star. 

Music. 

Junior  Auxiliary. 

Welfare  Nurse  (Oteen). 

Social  Service  Worker. 

Radio. 

Poppy. 

Membership. 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


91 


AMERICANISM  REPORT,  1930 

Madam  President,  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

The  Americanism  program  of  1929-1930  has  earnestly  endeavored 
to  contact  the  children  in  our  schools  and  enlarge  their  vision  of 
what  it  means  to  be  an  American  citizen — deepen  their  understanding 
of  the  Constitution  and  knowledge  of  the  Flag,  inspiring  a  greater 
loyalty  to  American  ideals,  love  and  admiration  for  our  National  he¬ 
roes  and  the  service  they  rendered  in  giving  their  lives  to  build  this 
mighty  Government,  and  make  our  Country  the  “Home  of  the  brave 
and  the  land  of  the  free.” 

Flag  Study  Week 

Flag  Study  Week,  as  reported  by  the  various  Units,  was  the  out¬ 
standing  activity  in  the  Americanism  program  of  1929-1930.  Flag 
Study  Week  was  observed  in  the  city  and  public  schools  almost  one 
hundred  per  cent  and  in  a  great  number  of  counties.  Only  one  Unit 
reported  no  observance  of  Flag  Study  Week. 

Last  year  one  thousand  Flag  Codes  were  used  in  the  Junior  De¬ 
partment  of  the  schools  during  Flag  Study  Week,  and  this  year  four 
thousand  Flag  Codes  were  used.  In  Salisbury,  Flag  Week  was  carried 
out  in  city  and  county  schools  using  the  same  Flag  Codes  that  were  used 
in  Flag  Study  Week  of  last  year.  (It  is  a  fine  thing  for  each  school 
to  keep  the  codes  from  year  to  year  for  this  work,  the  patriotic  pro¬ 
grams  can  be  varied,  but  the  Flag  Code  as  drafted  by  the  National 
Americanism  Commission  of  the  American  Legion  remains  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  Flag  Study  Week.) 

I  wish  to  commend  the  work  done  by  the  Auxiliary  at  Snow  Hill, 
N.  C.,  nearly  two  thousand  Flag  Codes  were  used  in  the  county-wide 
observance  of  Flag  Week — eighty-two  per  cent  of  the  entire  county 
enrollment  bought  Flag  Codes  and  studied  them  intensively. 

Communism  can  never  get  its  destroying  hands  on  a  county  where 
eighty-two  per  cent  of  the  county  enrollment  in  the  schools  have  the 
History  of  our  Flag  and  all  for  which  it  stands  planted  deep  within 
their  hearts  year  by  year. 

The  Auxiliary  of  Kings  Mountain  used  one  thousand  Flag  Codes, 
conducting  Flag  Study  Week  in  city  and  consolidated  schools.  War- 
renton  Unit  had  county-wide  observance  of  Flag  Week  and  very  fine 
patriotic  programs.  The  Columbia  Unit  observed  Flag  Week  with 
special  patriotic  programs  in  the  schools.  Flag  projects  were  carried 
out  in  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Grades  during  January  and  February.  The 
Raleigh  Unit  gave  Flag  Codes  to  city  and  public  schools  and  had 
addresses  on  the  Flag  in  each  school  during  Flag  Week.  Henderson 
Unit  reports  Flag  Week  observed  in  every  school  in  Vance  County. 
An  interesting  poster  contest  was  conducted  in  the  schools  throughout 
the  county,  portraying  some  important  event  in  American  History, 
during  Flag  Week.  The  North  Wilkesboro  Unit  conducted  Flag  Study 
Week  in  city  and  county  schools.  They  were  ably  assisted  in  this 
endeavor  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  in  Wilkes 
County.  Other  Units  deserving  special  mention  for  fine  cooperation  in 
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observance  of  Flag  Study  Week  are:  Asheboro,  Scotland  Neck,  Greens¬ 
boro,  Chapel  Hill,  Weldon,  and  Winston-Salem. 

The  History  Fund 

The  Americanism  Committee  is  happy  to  report  that  the  History 
Fund  is  “Over  the  top!”  and  I  sincerely  thank  each  local  Unit  and 
Americanism  Chairman  for  their  fine  response  to  this  acivity.  In  our 
first  bulletin  of  last  year  we  voiced  our  determination  to  “start  the 
History  Fund.”  The  response  to  this  activity  was  splendid,  and  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  History  Com¬ 
mittee  in  Raleigh,  I  was  proud  to  report  One  Hundred  Dollars  on  hand 
for  the  History  Fund.  The  Legion  appropriated  Three  Hundred  Dol¬ 
lars  and  asked  us  for  One  Hundred  more  and  I  am  glad  to  report  that 
we  have  raised,  by  contributions  ranging  from  one  to  fifteen  dollars, 
Two  Hundred  and  Nine  Dollars.  The  response  to  the  History  Fund 
activity  as  reported  by  the  various  Units  for  the  year  1930  is  One  Hun¬ 
dred  Per  Cent. 


School  Awards — Medals  and  Essays 

Much  interest  in  the  schools  in  Essay  Contests  on  “The  Flag,” 
“The  American  Creed,”  “The  Efficient  Work  of  the  United  States  Navy 
During  the  War,”  were  reported  in  Raleigh,  Weldon,  and  Scotland 
Neck.  Five  to  ten  dollars  in  gold  were  given  as  awards.  Kings  Moun¬ 
tain  and  North  Wilkesboro  Unit  gave  Legion  award  for  best  all  around 
American  in  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Grades  in  the  city  schools. 

Asheboro  gave  prizes  to  schools  for  the  best  work  done  during 
Flag  Study  Week.  Units  reported  snappy  items  in  local  papers  helped 
to  arouse  interest  in  Americanism  activities  in  schools. 

Observance  of  Patriotic  Holidays 

Patriotic  holidays  were  observed  in  many  interesting  ways.  Pa¬ 
triotic  programs  of  special  interest  and  fine  arrangement  have  been 
sent  to  me.  I  wish  I  had  space  to  include  all  of  them  in  this  report. 
Raleigh,  Scotland  Neck,  and  Winston-Salem  cooperated  with  the  Legion 
in  observance  of  all  patriotic  holidays. 

Salisbury  and  Snow  Hill  Units  held  lovely  Memorial  Services  in 
the  churches  on  Memorial  Day.  Asheboro  Unit  had  float  in  July 
parade.  The  Warrenton  Unit  gave  Flag  to  school  on  George  Wash¬ 
ington’s  birthday  with  fine  patriotic  program.  Scotland  Neck  Unit 
had  float  in  “Better  Citizenship  Pageant.”  Many  of  the  Units  reported 
graves  of  soldiers  of  the  World  War  decorated  on  Armistice  Day. 

Boy  and  Girl  Scout  Activities 

Many  Units  reported  response  to  all  calls  of  Boy  and  Girl  Scout 
Units.  The  members  of  several  Auxiliary  Units  are  leaders  of  the 
Girl  Scouts  in  their  respective  communities.  The  Columbia  Unit  is 
taking  Girl  Scouts  to  beach  for  ten  days. 

Constitution  Week 

Constitution  Week  was  observed  by  stressing  History  of  the  Con- 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


93 


stitution  and  having  talks  on  the  Constitution  in  the  schools.  Schools 
listened  in  by  request  to  radio  programs  during  Constitution  Week. 

Work  Among  Foreign  Born 

Several  Units  reported  no  foreign  born  in  their  community.  Other 
Units  reported  very  few  foreign  born  and  very  friendly  relations  exist¬ 
ing  between  foreign  born  and  local  citizens.  Raleigh  Legion  and 
Auxiliary  held  a  joint  “Get  Together  Meeting”  with  foreign  born  citi¬ 
zens  as  guests. 

American  Education  Week 

American  Education  Week  was  observed  in  several  Units.  Salis¬ 
bury  conducted  programs  on  Fidac  work  during  American  Education 
Week.  One  Unit  combined  American  Education  Week  with  Flag  Study 
Week. 

Subversive  Activities 

Only  one  Unit  reported  revolutionary  doctrine  invading  community. 
This  was  reported  at  once  to  the  District  Attorney. 

Co-operation  With  Unit  Activities 

Americanism  Committee  cooperated  with  all  other  Unit  reports 
helping  to  raise  funds  to  build  a  Memorial  Library  to  World  War 
Veterans.  Several  Units  reported  helping  to  “Get  out  the  vote.” 

I  am  proud  to  present  this  record  of  the  work  of  the  local  Ameri¬ 
canism  Chairmen  of  the  various  Units.  They  have  been  good  soldiers, 
ever  at  their  post  of  duty,  awake  to  their  opportunities  to  serve  their 
community,  their  Country  and  their  Flag.  Through  their  fine  work  in 
the  schools  they  have  done  their  “bit”  to  make  safe  the  future  of 
America. 

Last  week  our  daily  papers  carried  headlines  on  the  front  page  of 
the  invasion  of  the  schools  of  twenty-one  States  with  Communistic 
organizations,  but  I  believe  the  Americanism  Chairmen  of  all  the  local 
Units  of  North  Carolina  are  awake  to  this  danger  and  they  have  “just 
begun  to  fight!"  They  will  keep  it  up  until  the  children  of  North 
Carolina  are  all  one  hundred  per  cent  Americans! 

I  have  sent  monthly  bulletins,  and  in  January  sent  out  an  Ameri¬ 
canism  calendar  suggesting  special  Americanism  work  for  each  month 
of  the  year.  I  have  been  glad  to  write  and  to  answer  all  letters  per¬ 
taining  to  the  work  of  Americanism. 

I  have  appreciated  all  suggestions  and  help  from  National  Head¬ 
quarters  and  included  them  in  my  monthly  bulletins  to  the  Units. 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  our  beloved  President, 
Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  for  her  fine  encouragement  and  loyal  leadership. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher, 

Americanism  Chairman,  American  Legion  Auxiliary , 

Department  of  North  Carolina. 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
REPORT  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE,  1930 

Madam  President,  Members  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  Honored  Guests: 

Your  Legislative  Department  has  followed  the  Legislative  Program 
both  National  and  State,  as  outlined  by  the  American  Legion  Legisla¬ 
tive  Department. 

The  long  session  of  the  71st  Congress,  which  adjourned  July  3rd 
last,  was  unusually  fruitful  and  beneficial  in  measures  enacted  for  the 
relief  of  veterans.  Some  thirty  laws  directly  affecting  veterans  were 
finally  approved  and  the  expenditures  authorized  under  them  being 
provided  in  the  appropriation  bills.  In  addition  to  these,  there  were 
numerous  national  defense  measures,  and  approximately  a  dozen  laws 
of  a  national,  patriotic  character  enacted,  to  which  the  Legion  gave 
its  support. 

One  of  our  bills  was  vetoed  by  the  President,  and  failed  passage 
over  the  veto.  This  was  W.  R.  10381,  the  Johnson  Bill,  the  principal 
feature  of  which  was  the  extension  of  the  presumptive  provisions  of 
the  World  War  Veterans’  Act  to  include  the  constitutional  diseases, 
and  moving  up  the  presumptive  date  from  1925  to  1930.  In  lieu  of 
this  measure,  the  Administration  brought  forward  a  pension  bill  pro¬ 
viding  monthly  allowances  for  disabilities  not  connected  with  the 
service  through  the  compensation  laws. 

Other  important  measures  enacted  were  the  Rogers  Hospital  Bill, 
the  Snell  Universal  Draft  Resolution,  the  Hawley  Adjusted  Compensa¬ 
tion  Bill  and  the  Williamson  Consolidation  Bill. 

The  cooperation  of  Unit  Presidents  and  Legislative  Chairmen 
throughout  the  State  during  the  session  just  ended  was  of  an  excellent 
character  and  I  am  sure  of  great  assistance  in  the  enactment  of  the 
splendid  legislative  record  achieved  for  our  veterans. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Warrenton,  N.  C. 


Hattie  Connell  Bowers, 
(Mrs.  Claude  T.) 

Department  Legislative  Chairman. 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
UNIT  ACTIVITIES  REPORT,  1930 

There  is  no  need  of  calling  to  your  attention  what  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  stands  for  in  the  eyes  of  the  community,  State  and 
Nation  today. 

When  we  become  members  of  this  great  organization  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  render  assistance  to  those  men  and  women  whose  health 
had  become  impaired  as  a  result  of  service  in  the  World  War:  To 
their  families  and  to  the  families  of  those  who  paid  the  supreme  sacri¬ 
fice.  This  work  has  been  carried  on  most  faithfully,  with  the  most 
beneficial  legislation  enacted,  so  that  those  who  served  may  be  hos¬ 
pitalized,  rehabilitated  and  receive  proper  compensation. 

The  Unit  Activities  programs  has  been  outstanding  in  many  ways. 
Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare  have  been  first  in  our  thoughts. 

Every  Unit  sending  in  a  report  has  sponsored  the  legislative  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Legion,  “United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall.” 

Membership  has  steadily  increased  and  North  Carolina  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  quota  designated  by  National. 

The  official  Legion  and  Auxiliary  poppy  has  been  sold  by  every 
Unit  this  year. 

Community  Service  covers  Service  to  the  community  in  which  a 
Unit  is  located;  many  excellent  community  projects  have  been  accom¬ 
plished  this  year. 

Many  of  the  Units  have  had  splendid  Americanism  reports;  this  is 
an  important  activity. 

The  new  Music  Chairman  has  been  very  successful  in  inspiring  us 
with  better  musical  programs.  A  great  many  Units  have  a  regular 
monthly  musicale. 

Our  Prison  Work  has  grown  in  importance — the  reports  show  a 
splendid  cooperation  with  the  authorities. 

Memorial  programs  have  been  thoughtfully  planned  and  carried 
out. 

Many  of  our  Gold  Star  Mothers  have  made  the  long  delayed  trip 
to  France. 

Many  of  the  Units  have  organized  a  Junior  Auxiliary — this  is  our 
“up  and  coming”  activity. 

In  making  this  report  it  has  been  my  intention  to  avoid  infringing 
upon  any  Department — each  has  its  own  Chairman  and  she  will  give  a 
detailed  report  of  her  work.  It  has  been  a  privilege  to  serve  you  this 
year  and  to  my  co-workers,  our  President,  and  efficient  Secretary,  I 
wish  to  express  my  gratitude  for  their  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jennie  E.  Craven, 

(Mrs.  Walter  Craven) 
Chairman  of  Unit  Activities. 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
Department  Headquarters 

REPORT  OP  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE,  1930 

It  was  my  privilege  as  Chairman  of  National  Defense  to  represent 
the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  at  the 
National  Defense  Conference  in  Washington  on  January  29-31,  1930. 

At  this  conference  representatives  of  forty  organizations  were 
present.  We  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  our  organization  had  more 
delegates  present  than  any  other  patriotic  organization. 

During  the  year  your  Chairman  has  urged  the  Units  to  write  or 
wire  their  representatives  in  Congress  asking  them  to  support  the 
Cruiser  Bill.  Most  of  the  Units  complied  with  the  request  and  re¬ 
ceived  favorable  answers.  Support  of  the  Reed-Wainright  Resolution 
was  urged;  cooperation  of  all  patriotic  organizations  was  invited  in 
opposing  communism. 

In  every  way  your  Chairman  assisted  in  securing  enrollment  for 
the  Citizen  Military  Training  Camps.  A  list  of  all  Unit  Presidents 
was  sent  to  Colonel  Little  who  is  in  charge  of  enrollment  of  the  boys 
from  North  Carolina.  Almost  every  Unit  reported  that  assistance  had 
been  given  in  getting  the  boys  to  enroll. 

Many  Units  reported  a  program  on  National  Defense  had  been  put 
on  during  the  year. 

In  carrying  out  the  Americanism  and  Legislative  work  during  the 
past  year,  the  Units  have  given  support  to  the  program  of  National 
Defense. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  be  associated  with  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Board  and  my  only  regret  is  that  on  account  of  illness  I 
could  not  do  more. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Bess  H.  Rust, 

(Mrs.  W.  H.  Rust) 
National  Defense  Chairman. 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
MEMORIALS  COMMITTEE  REPORT,  1930 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

Another  year  has  passed  into  eternity  and  we  are  again  assembled 
in  Convention.  It  has  been  said  that  “The  final  test  of  our  devotion 
is  the  honor  we  pay  to  the  dead”  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  we  have 
established  some  Memorials  that  are  fitting  reminders  of  the  sacrifice 
made  by  those  who  so  willingly  gave  their  lives  for  their  Country.  I 
have  received  reports  from  one-half  of  the  Units  in  the  Department. 
All  of  these,  with  their  Posts,  observed  Armistice  Day  and  Memorial 
Day.  Appropriate  services  were  held  and  flowers  strewn  and  flags 
placed  on  the  graves  of  World  War  dear.  We  are  gratified  to  hear 
the  results  of  the  efforts  of  the  Units  to  have  the  merchants  close 
their  stores  on  these  two  days,  held  sacred  to  the  memory  of  our  fallen 
heroes,  and  hope  they  will  continue  their  efforts  to  the  end  that  we 
will  soon  have  a  State-wide  proper  observance  of  Armistice  Day  and 
Memorial  Day  (May  20). 

This  year  your  Chairman  arranged  for  a  Memorial  Program  which 
was  broadcast  from  Raleigh  on  May  30  under  the  direction  of  Miss 
Irma  Deaton,  North  Carolina  Department  Radio  Chairman,  and  Mrs. 
Connor  Allen,  Assistant  Radio  Chairman.  We  hope  to  make  this  an 

(annual  program  and  are  glad  to  report  much  favorable  comment  on 
this  program  from  all  parts  of  North  Carolina  and  distant  States. 

The  dedication  of  the  beautiful  World  War  Memorial  building  in 
Gastonia  on  August  5,  1930;  the  dedication  of  a  tablet  at  the  opening 
of  the  Twin  Bridges  at  Wilmington  on  December  10,  1929;  the  erection 
of  a  Legion  Hut,  and  the  placing  of  a  bed  in  memory  of  Gold  Star 
Mothers,  to  be  used  for  World  War  veterans,  in  a  hospital  ward,  were 
interesting  memorials  reported  by  some  of  the  Units.  Flanders 
Fields  of  poppies  were  planted  by  two  Units.  Many  trees  were  planted 
along  highways  and  beds  of  flowers  and  shrubbery  were  planted  in 
public  squares  and  parks. 

The  scrap  books  of  the  Memorial  Work  done  by  the  Columbia, 
N.  C.,  and  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  Units  show  a  real  interest  in  Memorial 
work.  In  years  to  come  they  will  more  deeply  appreciate  the  value 
of  these  records. 

All  we  have  done  this  year  is  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  those  who 

“For  your  tomorrow  gave  their  today, 

And  yet  the  world  forgets. 

Lord  God  of  Hosts,  be  with  us  yet, 

Lest  we  forget,  Lest  we  forget.” 

With  sorrow  I  record  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary 
vho  have  this  year  answered  the  call  to  the  Great  Beyond. 
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With  deep  appreciation  of  the  help  given  by  our  President  and  my 
co-workers,  this  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Lois  B.  Andrew,  (Mrs.  C.  P.) 
Department  Memorials  Chairman. 


In  Memoriam 


Durham  Unit: 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Seeman. 

Gastonia  Unit: 

Miss  Margaret  Wallace  Query. 
(Youngest  member  of  the  Unit) 

Greensboro  Unit: 

Mrs.  Henry  Wharton. 

Mrs.  Harry  Bouman. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Starr. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Mitchell. 

Greenville  Unit: 

Miss  Reba  Whitehurst. 


Raleigh  Unit: 

Mrs.  Roy  Younger. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Hooper. 

Mrs.  Jonathan  Daniels. 
Miss  Frances  Beamen. 

St.  Pauls  Unit: 

Mrs.  Ralph  Smith. 

Mrs.  Baker  Carroll. 

Salisbury  Unit: 

Mrs.  W.  N.  Collett. 

Warrenton  Unit: 

Mrs.  Mattie  J.  Miles. 


High  Point  Unit: 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Snow. 

Kinston  Unit: 

Mrs.  Ann  McGeachy. 

Oxford  Unit: 

Mrs.  J.  Arch  Taylor. 

Pittsboro  Unit: 

Mrs.  G.  Fred  Riggsbee. 
Mrs.  Henry  A.  London. 


Wilmington  Unit: 

Mrs.  Annie  Quinlivian. 

Wilson  Unit: 

Mrs.  P.  B.  Fretz. 

Winston-Salem  Unit: 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Schaum. 
Mrs.  Rosella  Nunn. 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
PRISON  REPORT,  1930 


It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  your  Prison  Chairman  brings  to 
you  the  following  report: 

There  have  been  thirty-six  Units  heard  from  in  answer  to  the 
Prison  questionaire  sent  out.  Not  all  of  these  Units,  however,  have 
been  active  in  Prison  work  but  it  was  an  encouragement  to  your 
Chairman  that  you  felt  obligated  to  write  in  case  you  did  not  do  any 
Prison  work  and  explain  the  reason.  Many  of  these  Units  had  excel¬ 
lent  reasons  and  some  are  planning  great  work  for  next  year. 


The  reports  from  the  Units  doing  active  Prison  work  were  most 
gratifying.  It  was  just  surprising  what  a  wide  scope  this  work  can 
include.  For  example,  one  Prison  Chairman  worked  persistently  until 
she  got  back  pay  for  a  prisoner  in  her  county  who  deserved  compen¬ 
sation.  Paroles  were  arranged  when  necessary,  one  Unit  cared  for 
the  wife  of  a  prisoner  at  the  birth  of  her  baby  and  saw  that  proper 
attention  was  given.  Milk  was  sent  children  of  prisoners  who  had 
nothing  to  support  their  families  and  numerous  other  note  worthy 
deeds  accomplished.  Practically  every  Unit  had  administered  in  some 
way  to  their  prisoners  either  thru  religious  services  or  by  remember¬ 
ing  them  at  Christmas,  Thanksgiving,  or  Mother’s  Day.  One  Chairman 
ably  expressed  it  as  giving  them  their  moral  support,  which  means 
everything  to  a  man  down  and  out. 

The  work  done  by  your  Chairman  has  been  little  compared  with 
that  of  the  Units.  During  the  year  twenty-nine  letters  have  been 
written,  three  bulletins  issued,  three  District  meetings  attended,  five 
Units  visited,  literature  sent  to  four  new  Units,  and  a  list  of  prisoners 
from  each  county  compiled  from  the  State  Prison  books. 


It  is  always  with  a  regret  of  things  left  undone  that  we  close  any 
year’s  work,  but  it  has  been  both  an  honor  and  a  pleasure  to  serve 
you  in  this  capacity. 


Henderson,  N.  C. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Anne  Tyson  Jennette,  (Mrs.  S.  E.) 

Department  Prison  Chairman. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
REPORT  OF  PUBLICITY  COMMITTEE,  1930 

The  Publicity  work  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  has  followed  during  1930  a  more  or  less  established 
routine,  with  little  of  outstanding  interest  to  report.  The  most  en¬ 
couraging  feature  of  the  year’s  work  is  the  increasing  interest  of  the 
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individual  Units  in  their  Publicity,  and  their  intensified  realization 
of  its  importance  in  their  program. 

The  seven  largest  papers  in  the  State  have  been  regularly  supplied 
with  material  sent  out  by  National  Headquarters,  and  in  some  instances 
the  smaller  papers  have  also  published  items  of  this  type. 

All  Units  in  the  State  have  been  asked  to  send  directly  to  the 
larger  papers  the  regular  items  which  they  desire  printed,  such  as 
accounts  of  meetings,  etc.  This  has  been  found  more  satisfactory, 
since  these  papers  want  the  notices  while  they  are  still  “fresh.”  The 
News  and  Observer,  the  Asheville  papers,  the  Greensboro  papers,  and 
those  in  Charlotte  and  Wilmington,  are  always  glad  to  publish  such 
items  in  their  Sunday  editions. 

Very  few  items  of  special  interest  have  been  sent  into  the  Depart¬ 
ment  the  several  have  been  published  by  local  papers,  and  reprinted 
in  the  News  and  Observer. 

Five  Units  have  received  mention  in  the  National  Publicity  Bulle¬ 
tin,  including  our  President’s  Unit  at  Kinston. 

St.  Paul  has  continued  its  excellent  publicity  through  the  medium 
of  the  “St.  Paul  Review,”  and  the  Burlington  official  publication  of 
the  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  “The  Hut,”  is  most  interesting. 

Forty-eight  answers  to  a  recent  questionaire  have  been  received,  a 


resume  of  these  answers  following: 

Units  giving  notices  of  meetings  to  local  papers _ 47 

Units  giving  accounts  of  meetings  to  local  papers _ 44 

Units  giving  other  items  of  interest  to  papers _ 45 

Units  sending  items  to  Department  Headquarters _  8 

Units  preserving  clippings,  etc _ _ _ 31 

Units  making  scrap  books..... _ _ _ _ 21 

Units  bringing  scrap  books  to  Convention _ 18 


Special  mention  should  be  made  by  the  Publicity  Department  of 
the  very  valuable  part  that  Radio  has  played  in  this  year’s  publicity. 
Under  Miss  Irma  Deaton’s  direction,  this  has  been  found  to  be  one  of 
the  most  important  methods  of  arousing  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Auxiliary. 

It  is  to  be  greatly  hoped  that  in  the  coming  year  there  will  be 
many  more  regular  columns  established  in  the  local  and  larger  papers, 
as  this  is  an  excellent  publicity  medium. 

The  importance  of  Publicity  work  cannot  be  over  estimated.  It  is 
almost  axiomatic  in  the  present  day  that  the  successful  organization 
or  individual  is  the  one  that  uses  these  available  and  suitable  methods 
of  apprising  the  world  of  its  activities.  In  other  words,  “It  Pays  to 
Advertise”!  We  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  are  doing  a  very 
necessary  work,  an  intensely  interesting  work,  a  truly  great  work — 
and  it’s  up  to  us  to  “Tell  the  World”  all  about  it. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elizabeth  C.  W.  Peery. 

(Mrs.  Vance  P.  Peery.) 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
GOLD  STAR  REPORT,  1930 

Gold  Star  Membership  Report: 

As  Chairman  of  Gold  Star  membership  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  submit  the  following  report: 

I  have  received  most  interesting  reports  from  forty-eight  of  the 
various  Units. 

They  report  one  hundred  ninety-seven  (197)  Gold  Star  members, 
one  hundred  fifty-two  (152)  Gold  Star  mothers  enrolled. 

The  Units  report  two  hundred  sixty-three  (263)  eligible  Gold  Star 
members  in  our  Department  who  are  not  enrolled  in  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary. 

Eight  of  these  Units  report  Gold  Star  mothers  making  the  pil¬ 
grimage  to  France,  these  mothers  were  shown  special  attention  in 
the  way  of  entertainment  and  of  many  useful  gifts. 

What  more  important  than  to  honor  the  mothers,  wives,  sisters, 
and  daughters  whose  blue  service  stars  were  turned  to  Gold?  The 
War  mothers  and  Gold  Star  mothers  stand  for  World  Peace  and  Good 
Will. 

It  is  our  opportunity  to  keep  a  record  of  the  mothers,  wives,  sisters, 
and  daughters  who  wear  the  Gold  Star  as  an  emblem  of  honor  to  one 
who  made  the  supreme  sacrifice. 

The  Gold  Star  mothers’  pilgrimage  to  France  will  be  continued 
during  the  period  from  May,  1930  to  October  31,  1933.  Let  us  urge 
before  another  year  has  passed  that  every  Unit  find  these  eligible  Gold 
Star  members  of  their  community  and  enroll  them  as  members  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

To  the  Units  who  have  cooperated  in  every  way  to  make  this  year’s 
work  a  success,  I  owe  deep  gratitude  and  wish  to  use  this  method  of 
expressing  it  to  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ione  Gresham,  (Mrs.  C.  I.) 

Department  Chairman,  Gold  Star. 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
REPORT  OF  DEPARTMENT  MUSIC  CHAIRMAN,  1930 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  serve  of  the  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  this  past  year  as  Chairman  of  Music. 

I  think  the  interest  of  the  members  has  increased  to  some  extent. 
We  are  beginning  to  realize  the  importance  of  music,  not  only  in  our 
every  day  lives  but  in  our  organization. 

The  following  towns  have  sent  in  reports:  Windsor,  Snow  Hill, 
Louisburg,  Greenville,  Mount  Airy,  China  Grove,  Lexington,  Morgan- 
ton,  St.  Pauls,  High  Point,  and  Wilson.  These  towns  have  all  at  my 
request  used  at  least  one  patriotic  song  at  their  Unit  meetings. 

I  wish  to  especially  commend  Wilmington,  Chapel  Hill,  and  Newton. 
Newton  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  purchase  of  a  new  piano.  Hen¬ 
derson  has  been  particularly  active  this  year  in  that  any  number  of 
programs  have  been  arranged.  Henderson  Unit  also  suggest  and,  it  is 
an  excellent  suggestion,  that  a  book  of  War  Songs  be  compiled.  It  is 
getting  increasingly  difficult  to  get  copies  of  the  songs  used  during  the 
War,  and  it  would  be  a  pity  to  lose  any  one  of  them. 

Goldsboro  has  also  been  active,  as  has  Greensboro.  Columbia  is 
also  to  be  mentioned.  Aside  from  the  usual  music  featured  in  their 
Unit  meetings,  they  put  on  a  show  that  brought  in  $90.00 — one  way 
to  make  money  for  Rehabilitation. 

Raleigh  had  a  splendid  report — programs  at  all  Unit  meetings, 
services  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  Memorial  Day  and  Armistice 
Day.  The  Auxiliary  and  Legion  have  a  joint  quartette,  also  a  quar¬ 
tette  made  up  of  Auxiliary  members.  May  I  suggest  that  the  other 
towns  in  the  State  pattern  after  Raleigh  and  organize  quartettes. 

Asheville  reports  four  musical  programs.  A  very  special  Ameri¬ 
canism  program  at  which  several  foreigners  present  gave  selections 
of  their  own. 

I  wish  here  to  state  that  as  nearly  as  is  possible  all  Units  pay 
especial  attention  to  programs  for  the  outstanding  days  in  the  year. 
It  would  make  the  program  arranging  much  easier  to  plan. 

May  I  take  this  time  to  thank  the  Unit  Presidents  and  Music  Chair¬ 
men  for  their  splendid  cooperation  this  year  in  making  it  possible 
for  your  Chairman  to  give  so  nice  a  report.  I  am  proud  of  it. 

Best  wishes  for  a  still  more  successful  1931. 

Sincerely, 


Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 


(Miss)  Jessie  Lupo, 
Chairman  of  Music. 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
REPORT  OF  JUNIOR  ACTIVITIES  CHAIRMAN,  1930 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Convention : 

It  has  been  a  very  great  pleasure  to  have  served  as  one  of  your 
Department  Chairmen  in  this  New  Venture.  Pioneer  work  it  has  been 
indeed,  but  with  such  splendid  cooperation  from  a  goodly  number  of 
Units  we  have  made  a  beginning. 

Concerning  Junior  Activities,  I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  a  very  new 
Department  of  the  Auxiliary  program,  designed  primarily  to  take  care 
of  the  increasing  Junior  membership  and  to  provide  activities  suitable 
to  their  age. 

Bulletins  have  been  sent  to  all  Senior  Units  explaining  all  phases 
of  Junior  work,  eligibility,  purpose,  aim,  dues,  and  activities.  Nine 
personal  contacts  have  been  made  and  a  personal  letter  written  to  all 
Units  during  the  year. 

Washington  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  to  organize  a 
Junior  Auxiliary  with  twenty  members  enrolled.  These  Juniors  took 
an  active  part  in  Memorial  Day  exercises  and  have  been  a  big  asset 
in  Auxiliary  work,  so  the  Chairman  writes  me. 

Next  comes  St.  Pauls  with  such  a  splendid  report  that  I  couldn’t 
begin  to  tell  you  all  the  things  they  have  accomplished  so  I  will  give 
you  just  a  few  of  them.  With  fifteen  members  to  boast  of  they  sold 
Christmas  cards  to  help  with  membership  dues  for  children  who  could 
not  pay.  Helped  with  the  Poppy  Sale  and  for  Mother’s  Day  made 
lovely  corsages  and  presented  them  to  their  mothers  who  are  members 
of  the  Senior  Unit.  For  July  4th  made  firecracker  favors  to  send  to 
their  ward  at  Oteen,  and  in  one  of  their  meetings  gave  a  shower  for 
three  little  girls  of  a  disabled  veteran. 

Greensboro  has  a  membership  of  twenty-seven.  This  organization 
is  divided  into  groups  with  the  younger  children  on  the  cradle  roll. 
They  meet  monthly,  a  business  session  first  and  a  program  furnished 
by  Junior  talent.  A  white  Elephant  Sale  was  held  at  one  of  the 
Senior  Auxiliary  meetings  to  raise  funds  for  their  work,  and  at  Easter 
members  of  the  Chapter  dyed  eggs  and  carried  lovely  baskets  to  the 
children  of  disabled  veterans.  Also,  at  this  time  an  Easter  box  was 
sent  to  Crossnore  to  two  boys  whose  father  is  a  veteran. 

Raleigh  has  also  divided  her  members  into  two  groups.  The  active 
Juniors  are  from  ten  to  sixteen  years  of  age  and  there  are  eight  in 
this  group.  Another  organization  that  has  done  wonderful  work  and 
I  will  just  mention  a  few  of  their  outstanding  activities.  They  fur¬ 
nished  milk  for  a  family  of  five  children  for  two  months,  gave  school 
clothes  to  two  children,  and  sent  a  box  of  clothing  to  children  of  an 
Oteen  patient.  Have  obligated  themselves  to  furnish  birthday  boxes 
for  the  twenty-four  patients  in  their  ward  at  Oteen  and  have  corre¬ 
sponded  regularly  with  the  Ward  Daddy  and  other  patients.  Gave  an 
Easter  Egg  Hunt  for  the  Cradle  Roll  Juniors  in  good  standing  and  in 
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this  way  secured  five  new  members.  In  raising  funds  to  carry  on  their 
work  these  Juniors  have  had  cake  sales,  a  white  elephant  sale  at 
Senior  Auxiliary  meeting,  rummage  sale,  and  helped  with  the  Poppy 
Sale.  A  Junior  team  of  eight  members  sold  1,000  poppies  for  $106.00. 

Greenville  has  just  recently  organized  with  six  members  and  are 
making  an  effort  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  Flag. 

The  Chairman  in  Wilmington  writes  me  that  she  has  just  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  organizing  with  ten  members  and  hopes  it  will  be  a  good 
start  for  another  year. 

Newton  is  very  new  with  six  members  but  have  made  a  beginning 
and  will  start  the  new  year  right. 

Gastonia  as  yet  are  not  organized  but  have  ten  members  enrolled, 
and  the  same  with  the  following  Units:  Morganton  three,  and  Oxford 
five. 

Fifteen  other  Units  have  written  and  explained  why  they  could 
not  see  their  way  clear  to  organize  this  year,  but  will  try  and  take 
definite  steps  next. 

With  appreciation  for  the  interest  and  cooperation  by  the  Units 
this  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Greensboro,  N.  C. 


Lillian  Witherspoon, 
(Mrs.  J.  T.) 

Department  Junior  Activities  Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  WELFARE  NURSE  OF  OTEEN  TO  THE  NORTH 
CAROLINA  DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
AND  LEGION  AUXILIARY,  IN  CONVENTION  AT 
WINSTON-SALEM,  N.  C.,  AUGUST  24-26,  1930. 

During  the  past  year  August  1st,  1929-July  31st,  1930,  2,631  visits 
have  been  made  in  the  interest  of  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  families 
living  in  the  Oteen  vicinity.  Of  these  visits,  1,767  were  made  into  the 
homes  in  cases  of  illness,  social  service,  into  hospitals  or  in  behalf  of 
patients.  The  remaining  864  were  made  by  individuals  to  the  Oteen 
Clinic  in  search  of  medical  aid  or  advice.  90  Clinic  sessions  have  been 
held  or  attended  with  a  total  attendance  of  1,771.  These  Clinics  in¬ 
clude  the  Oteen  Clinic,  Biltmore  Orthopedic  Clinic,  Asheville  Adult 
Clinic  and  the  Asheville  Children’s  Clinic.  There  was  also  a  Special 
Tuberculosis  Clinic  of  four  days  for  people  of  Oteen  held  in  Asheville 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Extension  Department  of  the  State  Sana¬ 
torium  and  cooperation  of  the  Buncombe  County  Health  Department. 
Forty-four  patients  were  examined  and  fifteen  X-Rays  made.  At  the 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


105 


Oteen  Clinic  27  persons  have  been  vaccinated  for  smallpox,  40  for 
typhoid,  79  for  diphtheria,  and  six  for  whooping  cough  during  the 
year.  131  patients  were  taken  to  doctors’  and  dentists’  private  offices 
for  examinations  and  treatments.  Some  of  these  cases  were  free  and 
in  all  others  minimum  fees  were  charged.  36  patients  were  accom¬ 
panied  to  hospitals,  eight  of  which  were  ex-service  men  entered  as 
emergency  cases  in  Oteen.  Fifteen  half  rate  railroad  tickets  were 
secured  for  deserving  people.  Twenty-seven  meetings  have  been  at¬ 
tended  during  the  year  of  the  following  organizations:  American 
Legion,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Council  of  Social  Agencies,  Bun¬ 
combe  County  Chapter  War  Mothers,  and  Parent  Teachers  Association. 

The  North  Carolina  Departments  of  the  American  Legion  and 
Auxiliary  jointly  pay  the  salary  of  the  nurse  and  furnish  all  trans¬ 
portation  necessary  in  connection  with  the  welfare  work.  For  the 
past  year  these  expenses  amounted  to  $1,994.67. 

The  Oteen  Clinic  was  again  maintained  this  year  (as  for  the  past 
five  years)  solely  by  Miss  Alice  Gray  and  five  other  members  of  the 
Clyde  Bolling  Post  of  the  American  Legion  of  Winston-Salem.  They 
donated  for  the  year  for  this  purpose  $420.00  and  it  has  been  spent  as 


follows : 

Rent  and  lights _ $254.40 

Filing  cabinet  _  43.48 

Prizes  _  24.00 

Drugs,  fuel,  supplies,  wires,  phone  calls, 

transportation,  etc.  _  98.12 

Organizations  and  individuals  donating  to  the  welfare  work  for 
1929-1930  are: 

Kiffin-Rockwell  Post  American  Legion  of  Asheville _ _ _ $  30.00 

Clyde  Bolling  Post  American  Legion  of  Winston-Salem _  25.00 

C.  W.  Francy  Post  American  Legion  of  Oteen _  386.00 

Kiffin-Rockwell  Unit  American  Legion  Auxiliary _  25.00 

N.  C.  Department  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary _  20.00 

Buncombe  County  Chapter  of  War  Mothers _  90.00 

Staff  Nurses  of  Oteen _  15.25 

Mr.  Hanifan  of  Oteen _  20.00 

Messrs.  Doolin,  Atkinson,  Still,  Malloy,  of  Oteen _  3.62 

South  Carolina  A.  L.  A.,  by  Col.  Dodge _  2.00 

Mrs.  Adams  of  New  York,  through  Miss  Gray _ - _  50.00 

Mrs.  Tarver  Waddell  of  Swannanoa,  N.  C _ _ _  5.00 

Miss  Ethel  Scott  of  Washington,  D.  C _  5.00 

Miss  Alice  Gray  of  Winston-Salem _ _ _  50.00 


Total _ $726.87 

It  has  been  distributed  as  follows: 

Groceries  and  board _ $160.30 

Shoes  _ 14.10 

School  books  _  4.12 

T.  &  A.  operations,  4 _  50.00 

Filing  cabinet  _  20.00 
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Loan  _  8.00 

Christmas  party  _ 50.00 

Miscellaneous  _  8.50 

Clothing  _ 18.26 

Milk  _  13.98 

School  lunches  _ r _  15.19 

Funeral  expenses  _  20.00 

Transportation  _ 15.00 

Glasses  _ 14.00 

Bed  at  Biltmore  Hospital _ _ 300.00 

On  hand  _  15.47 


From  our  sale  of  Tuberculosis  Christmas  Seals  we  realized  $100.00. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  sale  of  these  seals  has  exactly  doubled 
for  the  past  three  years.  The  “Ward  Daddies”  and  nurses  of  Oteen 
and  the  women  and  children  who  attend  the  Clinic  are  responsible  for 
the  success  of  our  sale.  The  fund  has  been  spent  as  follows: 


Dental  work,  13  children _ $26.00 

X-Rays,  5  children _  32.00 

Anesthetics,  5  children  _  15.00 

Educational  literature  _  6.14 

On  hand  _  20.86 


The  C.  W.  Francy  Post  of  the  Legion  at  Oteen  was  successful  in 
securing  again  for  a  year  the  endowment  of  a  bed  in  the  children’s 
ward  at  Biltmore  Hospital.  During  the  year  eighteen  children  of 
ex-service  men  and  women  have  been  hospitalized  in  this  bed  with  a 
total  of  156  days.  The  expenses  of  the  cases  including  the  uses  of  the 
operating  rooms,  laboratory  work,  etc.,  would  have  amounted  to 
$516.45  had  the  patients  been  required  to  pay  the  regular  hospital 
rates. 

Of  the  eighteen  children  hospitalized  in  the  C.  W.  Francy  Post  bed 
in  Biltmore  Hospital,  thirteen  were  operative  cases — eleven  tonsil  and 
adenoid,  one  hernia  and  one  bone  operation.  One  typhoid  case,  one 
pneumonia  and  two  malnutritic  cases  were  treated.  Two  other  chil¬ 
dren  who  attend  the  clinic  were  hospitalized  and  operated  on  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Buncombe  County  Welfare  Department.  Eleven 
plaster  casts  have  been  put  on  one  child  for  bone  correction  during 
the  year. 

Splendid  boxes  of  clothing  have  been  sent  to  the  Clinic  from: 

Kinston  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Rutherfordton  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Greenville  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Weldon  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Hills,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Miss  Helen  Clement,  of  Oxford,  N.  C. 

Washington  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Columbia  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Kiffin-Rockwell  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Goldsboro  Post,  American  Legion. 

Mrs.  Beall,  of  New  York. 
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Organizations  donating  books  for  the  Clinic  library  are: 

North  Wilkesboro  Unit,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

St.  Pauls  Unit,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Scotland  Neck  Unit,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hathaway,  of  Oteen. 

Lexington  Unit,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Charlotte  Unit,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Kiffin-Rockwell  Unit,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Toys  were  sent  by  the  Scotland  Neck,  Kinston,  and  Kiffin-Rockwell 
Units  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  the  Miami  Unit  of  Florida, 
and  by  Carroll  and  Byers  of  Gaffney,  of  South  Carolina. 

The  Christmas  party  was  again  given  to  the  Oteen  children  by 
Miss  Alice  Gray  and  the  Kiffin-Rockwell  Unit  of  Asheville.  The  other 
organizations  who  helped  to  make  Christmas  a  very  happy  one  were 
the  Thursday  Literary  Club  and  the  Friday  Book  Club  of  Asheville, 
and  the  Salvation  Army.  The  children  were  so  well  provided  for  that 
checks  which  were  sent  by  several  organizations  at  Christmas  were 
saved  and  used  for  the  welfare  work  during  the  year. 

The  children  enjoyed  another  day  at  the  Asheville  Recreation  Park 
as  the  guests  of  the  Asheville  Park  Commission  and  the  Kiffin-Rockwell 
Post  of  the  Legion. 

The  Kiffin-Rockwell  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  gave 
the  women  and  children  a  very  delightful  picnic  to  Chimney  Rock 
this  summer.  Picnic  dinner  was  served  to  a  party  of  ninety-four  and 
all  the  sights  of  the  Chimney  Rock  Company  enjoyed. 

As  I  close  this,  the  fourth  year  of  work  as  welfare  nurse  at  Oteen, 
I  want  to  thank  most  heartily  the  officers  of  the  North  Carolina  De¬ 
partments  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
the  various  Legion  Posts,  the  Auxiliary  Units,  other  organizations  and 
the  individuals  for  the  very  loyal  and  generous  support  they  have  given 
to  the  work  and  to  me.  I  have  enjoyed  the  work  thoroughly.  It  has 
been  a  pleasure  to  serve  you  in  the  work  you  are  doing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Louise  Reinhardt, 

American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  Nurse, 

Oteen,  N.  0. 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
SERVICE  WORKER’S  REPORT,  1930 

A  Service  Worker’s  duties  cannot  always  be  put  down  in  a  list  or 
defined.  The  most  important  is  the  personal  contact,  and  getting  first 
hand  information  from  the  patient  regarding  his  family,  which  is 
accomplished  immediately  after  his  admission  to  the  United  States 
Veterans’  Hospital  at  Oteen,  North  Carolina,  through  the  form  which 
is  provided  by  the  hospital. 

I  find  this  has  been  a  valuable  aid  in  handling  the  problems  of 
the  families.  These  forms  are  presented  to  me  each  morning  by  Mrs. 
Ellsworth,  private  Secretary  to  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge.  I  con¬ 
tact  the  patient  on  the  Receiving  Ward,  and  a  more  complete  history 
of  his  case  is  obtained.  These  cases  are  referred  to  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  of  which  the  patient  is  a  resident. 
Also,  a  report  is  requested.  If  a  patient  takes  the  cure,  his  mind  must 
be  at  rest.  Contentment  is  a  great  factor  in  the  arrestment  of  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Thirty-five  cases  of  North  Carolina  families,  including  two  colored, 
were  referred  to  our  Department  Chairman  of  Child  Welfare,  Mrs.  Ed 
Benbow.  Reports  on  all  cases  were  received.  They  were  contacted 
by  either  Department  Chairman,  Child  Welfare,  or  Units,  and  assist¬ 
ance  was  given  to  needy  cases.  Fourteen  cases,  including  three  col¬ 
ored,  were  referred  to  Department  of  South  Carolina.  Reports  show 
families  are  receiving  aid  from  Auxiliary  Units,  Legion  Posts,  and 
other  Welfare  agencies.  Colored  families  are  receiving  temporary 
aid. 

Eighteen  cases,  including  one  colored,  were  referred  to  Georgia. 
Reports  show  families  are  receiving  assistance.  Colored  family  re¬ 
ceived  temporary  aid. 

Eight  cases  were  referred  to  the  Department  of  Virginia.  Report 
families  are  being  assisted. 

Twelve  cases  were  referred  to  the  Department  of  Tennessee.  A 
request  from  a  Tennessee  patient  at  Christmas  that  his  children  re¬ 
ceive  candy  and  toys  was  referred  to  the  Department  Chairman  of 
Child  Welfare  and  she  personally  superintended  the  distribution  of 
these  gifts  to  the  patient’s  children. 

Nineteen  cases  were  referred  to  the  Department  of  Florida.  Reports 
show  all  cases  were  investigated,  and  assisted. 

Six  cases  were  referred  to  the  Department  of  Alabama.  Reports 
show  all  cases  were  investigated  and  received  aid. 

Six  cases  were  referred  to  the  Department  of  Maryland.  Reports 
show  cases  were  investigated  and  received  aid. 

Two  cases  were  referred  to  New  Jersey.  Report  shows  all  cases 
received  assistance. 

Two  cases  referred  to  Department  of  New  York.  Both  cases  are 
receiving  assistance. 

Three  cases  were  referred  to  Washington,  D.  C.  Reports  show 
cases  are  receiving  aid. 
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One  case  was  referred  to  the  Department  of  Illinois.  Patient’s  wife 
desired  position.  Report  shows  position  was  obtained. 

Three  cases  referred  to  the  Department  of  Ohio.  Reports  showed 
families  are  receiving  aid. 

Five  cases,  including  one  colored,  were  referred  to  Asheville  Unit 
for  investigation.  Reports  show  families  received  aid. 

Two  cases  referred  to  Department  of  West  Virginia.  Reports  show 
cases  were  investigated  and  received  aid. 

One  case  referred  to  Department  of  Rhode  Island.  (Pending.) 

Florida  has  been  sending  $2  each  month  to  the  non-compensated 
patients  from  their  State.  The  list  of  their  patients  is  sent  to  the 
Department  Secretary  each  month  by  Service  Worker,  who  also  dis¬ 
tributes  the  cash  to  their  patients.  Each  patient  is  requested  to  make 
a  personal  acknowledgment  of  the  money  he  received. 

Transportation  for  the  wife  of  a  patient  who  expected  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Lake  City,  Florida  (Hospital),  was  arranged  through  Mor- 
ganton  Unit.  Service  Worker  met  patient’s  wife  upon  arrival  at 
Oteen,  arranged  for  meals  and  lodging  for  her  and  her  child  during 
their  stay.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  C.  W.  Francy  Post,  at  Oteen, 
this  patient’s  wife  was  presented  with  a  check  for  $20.00,  also  clothing 
from  Miss  Reinhardt’s  supply  chest. 

My  attention  was  called  by  a  ward  surgeon  to  the  case  of  a  wife 
of  a  seriously  ill  patient  who  arrived  at  the  hospital  without  funds 
to  defray  her  expenses  for  meals  and  lodging.  Through  the  courtesy 
of  a  personal  friend,  I  was  very  happy  to  present  patient’s  wife  with 
a  check  for  $10.00,  which  enabled  her  to  get  along  until  she  secured 
a  position  in  the  hospital  laundry.  Her  husband  passed  away  several 
days  after  her  arrival.  The  C.  W.  Francy  Post  furnished  money  for 
her  transportation  back  to  Oteen,  after  the  burial  of  her  husband, 
which  enabled  her  to  keep  her  position  in  the  laundry. 

Wife  of  critically  ill  patient  appealed  to  me  for  aid.  She  was  with¬ 
out  funds  with  which  to  pay  her  living  expenses  while  at  Oteen,  and 
her  husband’s  Ward  Surgeon  advised  her  to  remain  at  Oteen.  The 
C.  W.  Francy  Post  are  giving  her  a  check  each  month  to  defray  her 
expenses. 

A  patient  from  Marion,  N.  C.,  requested  transportation  for  himself 
and  wife  to  Alabama.  This  patient  realized  his  condition  was  serious, 
and  he  told  me  he  wanted  to  go  home  to  his  parents.  The  hospital  only 
had  authority  to  furnish  transportation  for  35  miles,  which  would  be 
the  mileage  to  Marion,  N.  C.,  his  home  address.  I  took  the  case  up 
with  the  Adjutant  of  the  C.  W.  Francy  Post  and  the  Post  arranged 
for  their  transportation  to  Alabama.  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  my  gratitude  in  full  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
C.  W.  Francy  Post,  and  especially  to  J.  N.  Todd,  Adjutant  of  the  Post, 
who  has  responded  to  every  emergency  call  I  have  requested  aid  for. 
As  he  remarked,  “Mrs.  Claverie,  you  are  more  familiar  with  these 
cases,  and  we  rely  upon  your  judgment  as  to  the  merit  and  worthiness 
of  them,  and  we  are  only  too  happy  to  do  our  part.” 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Past  Department  Commander  of  the 
Disabled  American  War  Veterans,  I  arranged  for  free  bus  transporta- 
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tion  from  Asheville  to  Oteen  for  the  wives  of  two  non-compensated 
patients.  This  enabled  them  to  visit  their  husbands  every  afternoon 
without  transportation  charges. 

A  personal  contribution  of  $6.00  to  patient  who  left  the  hospital 
without  funds. 

Your  Service  Worker  has  written  approximately  1,200  letters,  sent 
telegrams,  all  inquiries  have  been  promptly  answered  and  information 
given.  All  records,  and  letters,  have  been  carefully  filed. 

Through  a  follow-up  system,  your  Service  Worker  is  kept  informed 
regarding  the  individual  cases. 

Innumerable  incidents  of  personal  service  to  the  patients  might 
be  mentioned  in  this  report,  such  as  shopping,  writing  letters,  arrang¬ 
ing  hotel  and  boarding  house  accommodations  for  relatives  of  patients; 
also,  requests  for  apartments  and  houses  for  the  families  who  desire 
to  come  to  Asheville  to  live.  I  have  had  numerous  requests  for  posi¬ 
tions  from  the  wives  of  patients  who  desire  to  come  to  Asheville  to 
be  near  their  husbands  during  their  convalescence.  The  applications 
have  been  filed  with  the  U.  S.  Employment  Bureau  and  local  firms. 
I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  was  unable  to  place  all  applicants,  which 
was  due  to  local  depressed  financial  conditions. 

All  correspondence  is  handled  at  home  after  hospital  hours  and  on 
Sundays. 

The  Central  Fund  for  the  non-compensated  patients  is  given  to  the 
patients  each  month,  immediately  after  the  check  is  received  from 
the  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

To  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in  Charge,  I  desire  to  express 
my  deepest  gratitude,  and  appreciation,  for  the  courteous  manner  and 
fine  cooperative  spirit  in  which  he  has  responded  to  all  my  appeals 
for  advice,  and  helpful  suggestions  which  he  has  so  kindly  offered 
from  time  to  time.  Mrs.  B.  F.  Ellsworth,  Jr.,  private  Secretary  to  the 
Medical  Officer  in  Charge,  has  rendered  valuable  assistance  at  every 
opportunity,  for  which  I  am  truly  grateful.  I  also  appreciate  the 
kindly  interest  shown  in  our  various  wards. 

Service  Worker  has  handled  139  cases  since  August  10,  1929,  to 
August  10,  1930. 

Cases  pending:  1  Rhode  Island;  4  Florida;  2  North  Carolina. 

For  life  is  the  mirror  of  king  and  slave, 

’Tis  just  what  we  are  and  do; 

Then,  give  to  the  world  the  best  you  have, 

And  the  best  will  come  back  to  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Marthe  F.  Claverie,  (Mrs.  J.  S.) 

Service  Worker  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Department  of  North  Carolina. 
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REPORT  of  RADIO  CHAIRMAN,  1930 

Having  been  appointed  Radio  Chairman  for  the  Department  after 
the  year  was  half  gone,  I  have  no  activities  to  report  prior  to  April, 
1930. 

In  April,  during  the  intensive  membership  drive  of  the  Department, 
Radio  Station  WPTF,  in  Raleigh,  broadcast  each  morning  an  appeal 
for  every  woman  and  girl  in  the  State  who  was  eligible  to  join  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

In  May,  during  Poppy  Week,  Station  WPTF  broadcast  each  day  a 
talk  about  Poppy  Day,  its  meaning  and  its  purpose.  The  material 
was  provided  by  National  Headquarters  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

In  May,  Station  WPTF  again  broadcast  a  membership  appeal  for 
one  week. 

On  the  evening  of  May  30,  National  Memorial  Day,  a  Memorial 
Program  was  broadcast  from  Radio  Station  WPTF.  Those  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  program  were: 

Mrs.  George  Iseley,  Past  Department  President,  and 
present  National  Committeewoman. 

Colonel  William  Joyner,  Past  Commander,  Raleigh 
Post  No.  1. 

Mrs.  W.  N.  Huff,  a  member  of  the  Raleigh  Unit  of  the 
Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Connor  Allen,  Mrs.  Barret  Wilson,  Mr.  Page  Wil¬ 
liams,  and  Mrs.  Barret  Wilson,  the  quartet  of  the 
Raleigh  Legion  and  Auxiliary. 

The  management  of  Radio  Station  WPTF  has  been  most  generous 
in  giving  to  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  the  time  and  service  necessary 
for  broadcasting  programs  and  notices,  without  any  charge. 

Material  for  broadcasting  has  been  distributed  to  some  Units.  This 
activity  is  necessarily  limited  for  the  reason  that  not  many  Units  have 
facilities  for  broadcasting. 

It  is  expected  that  many  of  the  features  of  the  Department’s  Con¬ 
vention  will  be  broadcast  from  Winston-Salem. 

Your  Radio  Chairman  attended  a  part  of  the  Unit  and  Post  Officers’ 
Conference  in  Durham,  and  has  attended  one  Executive  Committee 
meeting — the  one  held  in  Raleigh  in  June. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Raleigh,  N.  C. 


(Miss)  Irma  Deaton, 
Department  Radio  Chairman. 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
POPPY  REPORT,  1930 

Maclam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary : 

As  Department  Poppy  Chairman,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
submit  the  following  report: 


Units  reporting  _  75 

Poppies  sold  . 122,089 

Total  receipts  _ $12,022.16 


Again  we  have  gone  forward  in  the  number  of  Poppies  sold  despite 
the  many  obstacles  we  have  had  to  encumber  in  North  Carolina  this 
year. 

A  silver  trophy  was  offered  by  your  Chairman  for  the  Unit  making 
the  largest  percent  of  increase  over  last  year’s  sale.  This  I  am  glad 
to  say  was  won  by  the  Shelby  Unit  with  Mrs.  Tom  Gold  as  Poppy 
Chairman  and  Miss  Myrtle  Harris,  President. 

Their  increase  was  three  hundred  (300%)  percent  over  1929  sales. 
This  being  the  result  of  a  well-planned  sale.  Too  much  praise  cannot 
be  given  them. 

Burlington  again  had  a  large  sale.  But  wasn’t  it  expected  with 
that  wonderfully  planned  Publicity  Program  of  Mrs.  Glen  McAdams? 

I  doubt  any  Unit  challenging  that  of  New  Bern  with  little  Miss 
Helen  Aarons  selling  Poppies.  She  is  an  Auxiliary  member  selling 
Poppies,  and  was  not  two  years  old  on  Poppy  Day. 

Charlotte  sold  the  greatest  number  of  Poppies,  selling  12,000  and 
getting  $933.35. 

Winston-Salem  was  the  only  Unit  this  year  getting  $1,000.00  or 
more.  They  sold  10,139  Poppies,  with  a  receipt  of  $1,173.35. 

Troy  made  the  best  average  for  their  Poppies,  getting  nineteen 
(19)  cents  each.  Gastonia  was  next,  getting  eighteen  (18)  cents  per 
Poppy;  Scotland  Neck,  getting  fifteen  (15)  cents  each;  Burlington 
and  Chapel  Hill  averaging  fourteen  (14)  cents  each. 

Every  Unit  was  urged  to  sell  Poppies  on  May  24,  National  Poppy 
Day.  Glad  to  say  this  was  done  by  most  of  the  Units  showing  their 
splendid  spirit  of  cooperation. 

The  publicity  of  a  great  many  Units  was  planned  according  to  that 
outlined  in  the  Poppy  Booklet,  this  being  done  most  successfully. 

As  Poppy  Chairman  I  wrote  four  bulletins,  thirty  letters  and  seventy 
cards. 

Attended  Executive  Board  meetings  called  by  the  President,  except 
one. 

Was  present  at  the  Post  Officers’  Conference. 

Also  attended  the  Conference  of  the  Presidents  and  Secretaries  of 
the  Ninth  District. 
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Enjoyed  the  palatable  luncheon  given  by  our  President,  Mrs.  R.  S. 
McGeachy,  in  Kinston. 

Attended  the  luncheon  given  in  honor  of  our  National  President, 
Mrs.  Donald  McCrae,  National  Vice-President  of  the  Southern  Division, 
Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  and  our  National  Executive  Committeewoman, 
Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley. 

Many  thanks  to  our  beloved  President,  to  the  officers,  members  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  every  one  who  helped  to  make  the 
Poppy  Sale  a  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Matilda  E.  Petway,  (Mrs.  F.  E.) 

Department  Poppy  Chairman. 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
MEMBERSHIP  REPORT,  1930 

It  is  indeed  a  great  pleasure  I  have  to  report  to  you  the  work 
accomplished  in  membership  during  the  year  1929-1930.  The  great 
purposes  of  the  Department  were  first,  increased  membership  among 
the  Units  and  second,  the  organization  of  new  Units.  In  this  the  Units 
have  responded  well. 

To  Snow  Pliil  goes  the  honor  of  having  first  enrolled  a  membership 
equal  to  the  previous  year. 

From  November  11,  to  November  18,  a  membership  drive  was  con¬ 
ducted  to  collect  1930  clues  for  each  and  every  1929  member.  To  stim¬ 
ulate  interest  in  this  a  National  Citation  was  awarded  each  Unit  that 
responded.  The  Units  winning  this  were:  Asheboro,  Asheville,  China 
Grove,  Gastonia,  Greenville,  Henderson,  Mount  Airy,  Morehead  City, 
Newton,  North  Wilkesboro,  Rutherfordton,  Snow  Hill,  Statesville, 
Scotland  Neck,  Washington,  Weldon,  Warrenton,  Wilson,  and  Waynes- 
ville. 

Eight  new  Units  have  been  organized:  Clinton,  Farmville,  Windsor, 
Bakersville,  Elizabeth  City,  Franklinton,  Littleton,  and  Whiteville. 
One  Unit,  Mebane,  was  reorganized  and  put  on  new  life. 

Forty-seven  Units  deserve  honorable  mention  for  securing  their 
quota  based  on  10%  increase: 


Asheboro 

Hickory 

Shelby 

Asheville 

Kannapolis 

Statesville 

Burlington 

Kings  Mountain 

Snow  Hill 

Boone 

Kinston 

Tarboro 

Chapel  Hill 

Lincolnton 

Troy 

Columbia 

Maxton 

Wadesboro 

Davidson 

Mooresville 

Wake  Forest 

Durham 

Morehead  City 

Warrenton 

Dunn 

Morganton 

Yv^ashington 

Fayetteville 

Mt.  Holly 

Waynesville 

Fuquay  Springs 

Newton 

Weldon 

Gastonia 

North  Wilkesboro 

Wilmington 

Goldsboro 

Raleigh 

Y/ilson 

Greenville 

Rutherfordton 

China  Grove 

Henderson 

Salisbury 

Mt.  Airy 

Hendersonville 

Scotland  Neck 

The  broadcasting  by  radio  was  used  to  introduce  membership 
drives. 

Our  President,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  offered  a  silver  cup  to  the  Unit  under 
75  which  doubled  its  members  during  a  drive.  She  also  offered  $5.00 
in  gold  to  the  Unit  securing  the  most  new  members  between  January 
6  and  February  1,  and  $2.50  as  a  second  prize. 

Mrs.  George  Iseley,  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  offered  a 
silver  cup  to  the  Unit  over  75  which  doubled  its  members. 
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Miss  Julia  McNeill  offered  $5.00  in  gold  to  the  Unit  who  first  sent 
in  paid  membership  equal  to  last  year’s  membership. 

Your  Chairman  offered  a  gold  membership  pin  to  the  individual 
member  securing  the  most  new  members  between  February  6  and 
March  6.  Also  $5.00  in  gold  to  the  Unit  securing  the  largest  number 
of  Junior  members. 

There  are  two  membership  cups  awarded  by  the  Department  an¬ 
nually. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  attend  the  Executive  Committee  meetings; 
a  First  District  meeting  at  Washington,  and  assist  in  organizing  two 
new  Units — Farmville  and  Windsor. 

Five  Units  have  doubled  their  membership:  Wilmington,  Shelby, 
Maxton,  Rutherfordton,  and  Mooresville.  Morehead  City  has  quad¬ 
rupled  its  membership.  I  would  like  to  commend  Wilmington  for 
the  excellent  plan  they  had  for  securing  members. 

Again  Raleigh  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  largest  Unit  in  the 
Department. 

Regular  bulletins  have  been  sent  to  Unit  Presidents  and  membership 
Chairmen  and  many  personal  letters  each  month. 

Very  good  results  were  obtained  from  a  postal  card  campaign 
carried  on  during  the  membership  drives  so  as  to  keep  this  work  fresh 
before  the  Chairmen. 

The  membership  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  now  stands  at  the  highest  point  since  its  organization.  Only  36 
Units  out  of  the  82  have  not  gained  their  quota  and  I  confidently  hope 
every  Unit  in  the  North  Carolina  Department  will  show  an  increase. 

Now  that  we  have  grown  may  I  urge  that  we  try  to  instill  each 
member  with  the  accomplishments  and  the  wonderful  possibilities  of 
this  organization. 

To  the  individual  members  through  whose  efforts  the  results  of 
gaining  our  5,542  members  have  been  accomplished  I  am  more  than 
grateful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lida  Taylor  Pace,  (Mrs.  K.  B.) 

Department  Membership  Chaii'man. 

Greenville,  N.  C. 
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NATIONAL  OFFICERS,  1930-1931 


PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Robert  Lincoln  Hoyal 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Mrs.  John  G.  Gilmore  Mrs.  Gail  T.  Dudgeon 

Mrs.  Ralph  S.  Heaton  Mrs.  A.  C.  Carlson 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Laubaugh 

Secretary — Mrs.  Gwendolyn  Wiggin  MacDowell 

Treasurer — Mrs.  E.  G.  Wenz 

Historian — Mrs.  Dessa  E.  McKay 

Chaplain — Mrs.  Minerva  Olson 

National  Executive  Committeewoman — 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy 

Alternate  National  Executive  Committeewoman — 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller 

DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  President _ Charlotte 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  Vice-President _ Louisburg 

Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Vice-President _ Statesville 

Mrs.  Beatrice  T.  Carroll,  Secretary-Treasurer _ Charlotte 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Historian _ North  Wilkesboro 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Chaplain _ Winston-Salem 

AREA  CHAIRMEN 

First  Area — Mrs.  Chas.  Dunn  _ 

Second  Area — Mrs.  John  D.  Langston 

Third  Area — Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry _ 

Fourth  Area — Mrs.  Frank  Johnson _ 

Fifth  Area — Mrs.  Maude  C.  Barrett _ 


DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMEN 

First  District — Mrs.  A.  Raymond  Moore _ Elizabeth  City 

Second  District — Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Rodman,  Jr _ Washington 

Third  District — Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick _ Morehead  City 

Fourth  District — Mrs.  E.  S.  Pugh _ Windsor 

Fifth  District — Mrs.  W.  G.  Suiter _ Weldon 

Sixth  District — Mrs.  Robert  E.  Stevens _ Goldsboro 

Seventh  District — Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris _ Wilmington 

Eighth  District — Mrs.  T.  G.  Stem _ Oxford 


_ Scotland  Neck 

_ Goldsboro 

_ Louisburg 

_ Statesville 

_ Asheville 
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Ninth  District — Mrs.  H.  A.  Mooneyham _ Raleigh 

Tenth  District — Mrs.  Carl  Fitchett _ Dunn 

Eleventh  District — Mrs.  R.  R.  Blackburn _ High  Point 

Twelfth  District — Mrs.  George  Burkhead _ _ _ Ashboro 

Thirteenth  District — Mrs.  W.  T.  Smither _ Winston-Salem 

Fourteenth  District — Mrs.  W.  H.  Hardin,  Jr _ Salisbury 

Fifteenth  District — Mrs.  Harry  Y.  Mott _ Mooresville 

Sixteenth  District — Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh - - - Gastonia 

Seventeenth  District — Mrs.  J.  C.  Guire _ _ Lenoir 

Eighteenth  District — Mrs.  Harry  Baumgardner _ Asheville 

Nineteenth  District — Mrs.  W.  J.  Reese _ Hendersonville 

CHAIRMEN  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson,  Rehabilitation _ Statesville 

Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Claverie,  Hospital _ Asheville 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Finance _ Raleigh 

Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow,  Child  Welfare _ Greensboro 

Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick,  Unit  Activities  and  Community  Service — 

Newton 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Bowers,  Legislation _ Warrenton 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Constitution _ Monroe 

Miss  Mary  Pemberton,  Fidac _ Concord 

Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Poppy _ Greenville 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Americanism _ North  Wilkesboro 

Mrs.  Walter  G.  Craven,  National  Defense _ Charlotte 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Memorials _ Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Dew,  Trophies  and  Awards _ Wilson 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew,  Membership _ Charlotte 

Mrs.  Cabell  Young,  Publicity _ Charlotte 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Gold  Star _ Mooresville 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Cozart,  Music _ Fuquay  Springs 

Miss  Julia  McNeill,  Junior  Auxiliary _ St.  Pauls 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd,  Education  of  World  War  Orphans _ Raleigh 

Mrs.  John  C.  Kilgo,  Radio _ Charlotte 

CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 
Credentials 

Mrs.  George  Burkhead,  Chairman _ Ashboro 

Mrs.  Raymond  Moore  _ Elizabeth  City 

Miss  Julia  McNeill  _ St.  Pauls 

Miss  Bernice  Turner  _ Statesville 

Mrs.  Beatrice  T.  Carroll  _ Charlotte 
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Constitution 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Chairman _ Henderson 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Powell _ Lumberton 

Mrs.  Herbert  Taylor  _ Dunn 

Courtesy 

Mrs.  Frank  Capps,  Chairman _ Raleigh 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Pressly  _ Belmont 

Mrs.  Hugh  Dortch  _ Goldsboro 

Resolutions 

Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick,  Chairman _ Newton 

Mrs.  Luther  Barbour  _ Durham 

Mrs.  Lewis  Teague  _ High  Point 

Mrs..  Marshall  Cobb  _ Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  Charles  Young  _ Lexington 

Rules 

Mrs.  Lee  P.  Frans,  Chairman _ Hickory 

Mrs.  Fhos.  Gause  _ Wilmington 

Mrs.  Tom  Daniels  _ New  Bern 

Miss  Sabra  E.  Sykes  _ Columbia 

Mrs.  Gordon  B.  Cherry  _ Clinton 

Parliamentarian 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher  _ North  Wilkesboro 

Pages 

Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick,  Chief  Page _ Morehead  City 

Mrs.  Walter  G.  Craven,  President’s  Page _ Charlotte 

Mrs.  Chas.  D.  Shelby,  President’s  Page _ Charlotte 

Miss  Virginia  Fitchett,  President’s  Page _ Dunn 

Miss  Bobbie  Hurst  Turner _ Statesville 

Mrs.  Frank  Sears  _ Wilmington 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Latta  _ Henderson 

Mrs.  Bryan  Rierson  _ Winston-Salem 

Miss  Margaret  Cecil  _ Lexington 

Mrs.  Wyatt  T.  Dixon  _ Durham 
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UNITS  AND  THEIR  PRESIDENTS 


Unit 

No.  Location  President 


1 _ 

Raleigh  - ,  _ 

_ Mrs. 

Frank  Capps 

Gabe  Croom 

2 

Asheville 

_ Mrs. 

3 _ 

.Fayetteville _ 

_ Mrs. 

J.  Ross  Jones 

5 _ 

_St.  Pauls _ 

_ Miss 

Julia  McNeill 

6 

Chapel  Hill _ 

_ Mrs. 

Auburn  B.  Leigh 
Luther  Barbour 

7 _ 

Durham _ 

_ Mrs. 

8 

Lexington _ 

_ Mrs. 

R.  Grady  Shoaf 

Walter  G.  Craven 

9 _ 

Charlotte 

_ Mrs. 

10 _ 

.Wilmington _ 

_ Mrs. 

Thomas  Gause 

11 _ 

Goldsboro 

_ Mrs. 

Hugh  Dortch 

John  Beasley 

Jas.  S.  Whitehead 

12 

Carthage 

_ Mrs. 

13 _ 

.Wilson _ 

_ Mrs. 

14 

Salisbury 

_ Mrs. 

Donald  Clement 

15 _ 

Washington _ 

_ Mrs. 

John  C.  Rodman,  Sr. 

16 _ 

-Newton _ 

_ Mrs. 

Wilson  Warlick 

18 

Sanford 

_ Mrs. 

Guy  Jones 

Haywood  Foxhall 

19 _ 

Tarboro _ 

_ Mrs. 

20 

Raeford 

Mrs. 

D.  H.  Hodges 

Frank  C.  Patton 

21 

Morganton _ 

_  Mrs. 

22 

Clinton 

_ Mrs. 

Gordon  B.  Cherry 

E.  R.  Underwood 

23 

Gastonia 

—  — -  -  Mrs. 

24 _ 

New  Bern _ 

_ Mrs. 

Albert  L.  Hibbard 

25 _ 

Warrenton _ 

— _ _ Mrs. 

C.  T.  Bowers 

27 _ 

.Monroe _ 

_ Mrs. 

Sam  H.  Lee 

29 

Lenoir 

Mrs. 

F.  H.  Bradley 

Summey  Alexander,  Jr. 
C.  C.  Bennett 

30 

Lincoln  ton 

Mrs. 

31 _ 

-Wadesboro _ 

_ Mrs. 

34 _ 

Scotland  Neck _ 

_ Mrs. 

Norfleet  P.  McDowell 

37 _ 

-Windsor _ 

_ Mrs. 

E.  S.  Pugh 

38 _ 

Weldon _ 

_ Mrs. 

T.  A.  Whitfield 

39 _ 

Greenville _ 

_ Mrs. 

D.  M.  Clark 

40 

Edenton  -  __  — . 

—  __  -  -Mrs. 

Junius  W.  Davis 

42 _ 

Lnmberton 

Mrs. 

W.  C.  Powell 

43 

Kinston  __  .  _ 

Miss 

Orie  Moseley 

J.  P.  Garner 

45 _ 

Ashboro _ 

_ _ Mrs. 

46 

Morehead  City 

_ Mrs. 

Alvah  Hamilton 

47 _ 

Waynesville _ 

_ Mrs. 

E.  B.  Camp 

48 _ 

Hickory _ 

_  -  Mrs. 

Lee  P.  Frans 

49 _ 

Hamlet 

_ Mrs. 

J.  C.  Leigh 

Alethia  Snyder 

51 _ 

.Concord _ 

_ Miss 

52 

-Franklinton _ 

_ Mrs. 

H.  H.  Utley 

C.  J.  Lambe 

53 _ 

Greensboro 

_ Mrs. 

55- 

W i  n  ston  -  Sal  em 

Mrs. 

Marshall  Cobb 

56 _ 

.Marion _ 

_ Mrs. 

J.  C.  Bowman 

57 _ 

Pittsboro _ 

_ Mrs. 

J.  C.  Lanius 

58 _ 

Rocky  Mount _ 

_ Mrs. 

Norman  Y.  Chambliss 

59 _ 

Dunn _ 

_ Mrs. 

Herbert  Taylor 

60 _ 

Henderson 

Mrs. 

H.  A.  Newell 

61 _ 

Canton 

Mrs. 

W.  N.  Freel 

63 _ 

Burlington _ 

_ Mrs. 

W.  G.  Herndon 
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Units  and  Their  Presidents — Continued 


Unit- 


No.  Location 

65  _ Statesville _ 

66  _ Mooresville _ 

70 _ Oteen _ 

74  _ Forest  City _ 

75  _ Rutherfordton _ 

77 _ Hendersonville _ 

79 _ Reidsville _ 

82 _ Shelby _ 

84 _ Elizabeth  City _ 

86  _ Davidson _ 

87  _ High  Point _ 

90  _ Oxford _ 

91  _ Spring  Hope _ 

93 _ Siler  City _ 

94.— _ Snow  Hill _ 

95 _ Mebane _ _ _ 

105 _ Louisburg _ 

114  _ Elkin _ 

115  _ Kannapolis _ 

116  _ ..Fuquay  Springs... 

117  _ Maxton _ 

119 _ Spray _ 

121 _ Marshville _ 

123 _ Mt.  Airy _ 

125 _ North  Wilkesboro 

127 _ Warsaw _ 

129  _ Black  Mountain  ... 

130  _ Boone _ 

134  _ Southern  Pines _ 

135  _ Elizabethtown _ 

137 _ Whiteville _ 

144 _ Belmont _ 

151  _ Farmville _ 

152  _ Mt.  Holly _ 

155  _ Kings  Mountain _ 

156  _ Wallace _ 

159 _ Troy _ 

165 _ Burgaw _ 

170 _ Taylorsville _ 

177 _ Hayesville _ 

181  _ Littleton _ 

182  _ Columbia _ 

184  _ Fremont _ 

185  _ China  Grove _ 

187 _ Wake  Forest _ 

191 _ Bryson  City _ 

193  _ Bakersville _ 

194  _ _ _ Southport _ 

200 _ Bayboro _ 

204 _ Fair  Bluff _ 


President 

_ Miss  Bernice  Turner 

_ Mrs.  Harry  Y.  Mott 

_ _ Mrs.  Harry  E.  Bomberger 

_ Mrs.  D.  H.  Sutton 

_ Mrs.  K.  E.  Simpson 

_ Mrs.  W.  J.  Reese 

_ Mrs.  Geo.  Schaeffer 

—  Mrs.  Tom  Gold 

_ Mrs.  Raymond  A.  Moore 

....Miss  Bonnie  Shelton 
—Mrs.  Lewis  Teague 

_ Mrs.  A.  W.  Graham,  Jr. 

...  Miss  Ada  Valentine 

_ Mrs.  Wade  H.  Jones 

—Mrs.  Mark  C.  Lassiter 
_ Mrs.  Geo.  Holt,  Jr. 

—  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry 
_ Mrs.  J.  F.  McNeely 

—  Mrs.  J.  O.  Nolan 
_ Mrs.  J.  L.  Rand 

_ Mrs.  R.  M.  Williams 

_ Mrs.  C.  A.  Maness 

...Mrs,  W.  C.  Griffin 
_ Mrs.  Robert  J.  Lovill 

—  Mrs.  Andrew  Kilby 
—Mrs.  Henry  Stevens 

_ Miss  Louise  Reinhardt 

_ Mrs.  Stanley  Harris 

—Mrs.  Thos.  L.  Black 

—  Mrs.  Sallie  Cain 

—  Mrs.  M.  G.  Piland 

—  Mrs.  J.  M.  Pressly 
—Mrs.  W.  D.  Bryan,  Jr. 
—Mrs.  Burton  K.  Mitchell 
—Mrs.  E.  L.  Campbell 

—  Mrs.  John  D.  Robinson 

—  Mrs.  L.  M.  Russell 
—Mrs.  W.  H.  Robbms 

—  Mrs.  Wade  Campbell 

—  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Foard 

—  Mrs.  L.  H.  Justis 
...  Miss  Sabra  Sykes 
..  Mrs.  H.  L.  Pippin 

—  Mrs.  Geo.  Bostian 
—Mrs.  Chester  Wilkinson 
...Miss  Jessie  Martin 

..  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Baker 
—Mrs.  Horace  Glover 
—Mrs.  Freeman  Ives 
...Mrs.  Lizzie  A.  Floyd 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  PROGRAM 
Department  of  North  Carolina 

SUNDAY,  JULY  26TH 

10:30  A.M. — Registration  booth  opens,  Atlantic  Hotel. 

4:00  P.M. — Meeting  of  Department  Executive  Committee,  Villa 

Hotel. 

6:30  P.M. — Dinner  for  Department  Executive  Committee,  Villa 

Hotel,  Morehead  City  Unit  Hostess. 

8:00  P.M. — Joint  Religious  and  Memorial  Service,  C.  S.  Wallace 

School  Auditorium. 

9:30  P.M. — Joint  Auxiliary  and  Legion  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Conference. 

Methodist  Church 
MONDAY,  JULY  27th 
7:30  A.M. — Registration,  Atlantic  Hotel. 

8:30  A.M. — Call  to  Order,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Department 

President. 

Invocation,  Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Department  Chaplain. 
Advancement  of  Colors:  Pages,  Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick, 
Chief  Page. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag,  led  by  Mrs.  0.  H. 

Johnson,  Morehead  City  Unit. 

Recital  of  Preamble  by  the  Convention,  led  by  Mrs.  W. 

R.  Absher,  Department  Americanism  Chairman. 
Song — America. 

Call  for  Convention,  read  by  Mrs.  Beatrice  T.  Carroll, 
Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

Roll  Call. 

Report  of  Credentials  Committee. 

Report  of  Rules  Committee. 

Music — Raleigh  Unit  Trio. 

9:15  A.M. — Joint  session  with  American  Legion,  C.  S.  Wallace 

School  Auditorium. 

11:15  A.M. — Resume  session,  Methodist  Church. 

Music. 

Introduction  of  National  Officers  and  Guests. 
Presentation  of  Past  Department  Presidents. 

Greetings  from  D.  A.  R. — Miss  Bettie  Harker. 
Presentation  of  District  Committeewomen. 

Report  of  National  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Robert  S. 
McGeachy. 
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Report  of  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller. 

Report  of  First  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry. 
Report  of  Second  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Frank  Johnson. 
Report  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Beatrice  T. 
Carroll. 

Report  of  Historian,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher. 

Report  of  Chaplain  and  Memorials  Chairman,  Miss  Nan¬ 
nie  Dodson. 

Reports  of  Area  Chairmen. 

Adjournment. 

1:00  P.M. — Luncheon,  Educational  Building  —  Methodist  Church, 

Morehead  City  Unit  Hostess. 

2:00  P.M. — Committee  Conferences,  Educational  Building,  Methodist 

Church. 

Band  Concerts,  Atlantic  Beach,  and  Boat  Rides. 

5:00  P.M. — Parade. 

9:00  P.M. — Fireworks  at  Atlantic  Beach. 

10:00  P.M. — Dance  at  the  Casino. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  28TH 
7:30  A.M. — Registration,  Atlantic  Hotel. 

8:30  A.M. — Call  to  Order,  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  First  Vice-President, 

presiding. 

Advancement  of  Colors — Pages. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag,  led  by  Mrs.  W.  R. 

Absher,  Department  Americanism  Chairman. 

Recital  of  Preamble  by  the  Convention,  led  by  Mrs.  O. 

H.  Johnson,  Morehead  City  Unit. 

Music,  Mrs.  S.  W.  Thompson,  Jr. 

Reports  of  Department  Standing  Committee  Chairmen. 

(Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  presiding.) 

Presentation  of  Con  C.  Johnson,  Commander  American 
Legion,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Presentation  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Pittman,  Regional  Manager 
Veterans  Administration. 

Presentation  of  Mr.  Jim  Caldwell,  Adjutant,  American 
Legion,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Presentation  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchinson,  State  Service  Of¬ 
ficer  of  North  Carolina. 

Address  by  Mrs.  Rose  Gilmore,  National  Vice-President, 
Southern  Division. 

(Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Second  Vice-President,  pre¬ 
siding.) 

Credentials  Report. 

Election  of  Nominating  Committee. 
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Report  of  Resolutions  Committee. 

Report  of  Constitution  Committee. 

New  Business. 

Recess. 

1:00  P.M. — Luncheon  —  Past  Presidents’  Luncheon,  Educational 

Building,  Methodist  Church,  Miss  Annie  Lee  pre¬ 
siding. 

2:15  P.M. — Resume  session,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Department 

President,  presiding. 

Report  of  Courtesies  Committee. 

Election  of  Officers,  Past  President  presiding. 

Election  of  Delegates  to  National  Convention,  Mrs. 
Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Department  President,  presiding. 

Presentation  of  New  Officers. 

Report  of  Trophies  and  Awards — Mrs.  M.  M.  Dew,  De¬ 
partment  Chairman. 

Retirement  of  Colors. 

Adjournment. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIAL  CALENDAR 
SUNDAY,  JULY  26TH 

3:30  to  5:00  P.M. — Free  Concert  on  the  Boardwalk  at  Atlantic  Beach 

by  Fort  Bragg  Band. 

6:30  P.M. — Dinner  for  Department  Executive  Committee,  Villa 

Hotel,  Morehead  City  Unit  Hostess. 

Sunday  Night — Concert  in  the  Casino  by  Camel  City  Band  (American 

Legion  Official  Band). 

Midnight  Frolic — 12:15  A.M.  to  5:00  A.M.  at  the  Casino.  A  regular 

Broadway  Revue,  with  five  glorious  girls,  acrobatic 
dancing  and  specialty  numbers. 

MONDAY,  JULY  27TH 

1:00  P.M. — Luncheon,  Educational  Building  —  Methodist  Church, 

Morehead  City  Unit  Hostess. 

2:00  P.M. — Band  Concerts,  Atlantic  Beach,  and  Boat  Rides. 

5:00  P.M. — Parade. 

9:00  P.M. — Fireworks  at  Atlantic  Beach. 

10:00  P.M. — Dance  at  the  Casino. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  28TH 

1 :00  P.M. — Luncheon  —  Past  Presidents’  Luncheon  —  Educational 

Building,  Methodist  Church,  Miss  Annie  Lee,  pre¬ 
siding. 

Free  Concert  on  the  Boardwalk. 

Tuesday  Night — Dance  at  Casino,  at  which  time  Harry  Walker’s 

Sensational  Revue  will  again  appear. 


lElnirntli  Annual  (ttnnurntinn 


American  ICrytnn  Auxiliary 
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FIRST  BUSINESS  SESSION 

Monday  Morning,  July  27,  1981 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  was  called  to  order  at  8 :30  o’clock, 
Monday,  July  27,  1931,  at  the  Methodist  Church,  More- 
head  City,  North  Carolina,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  De¬ 
partment  President,  presiding. 

Mrs.  Beatrice  Tucker  Carroll,  Department  Secretary, 
acted  as  Secretary  of  the  Convention. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher  invoked  the  blessing  of  God. 

The  colors  were  advanced  by  the  pages  following  which 
Mrs.  0.  H.  Johnson  of  Morehead  City,  North  Carolina, 
led  the  Pledge  of  allegiance  to  the  Flag. 

The  assembly  joined  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Department 
Americanism  Chairman,  in  recital  of  the  Preamble. 

“America”  was  then  sung  by  the  audience. 

Department  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller:  By 
authority  vested  in  me  as  President  of  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  I  now 
declare  the  Eleventh  Annual  Convention  in  session. 

Corsages  were  presented  to  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy  and 
Mrs.  Miller  by  the  the  Chief  Page,  Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick. 

On  motion  made  by  Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh,  the  reading 
of  the  Convention  Call  was  dispensed  with,  seconded  by 
Mrs.  McGeachy.  Motion  carried. 

President:  The  Secretary  will  read  the  Committees 
for  the  Convention. 
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Credentials:  Mrs.  George  Burkhead,  Chairman,  Ashboro;  Mrs. 
Raymond  Moore,  Elizabeth  City;  Miss  Julia  McNeill,  St.  Pauls;  Miss 
Bernice  Turner,  Statesville;  Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll,  Charlotte. 

Constitution:  Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Chairman,  Henderson;  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Powell,  Lumberton;  Mrs.  Herbert  Taylor,  Dunn. 

Courtesy:  Mrs.  Frank  Capps,  Chairman,  Raleigh;  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Pressly,  Belmont;  Mrs.  Hugh  Dortch,  Goldsboro. 

Resolutions:  Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick,  Chairman,  Newton;  Mrs. 
Luther  Barbour,  Durham;  Mrs.  Lewis  Teague,  High  Point;  Mrs. 
Marshall  Cobb,  Winston-Salem;  Mrs.  Charles  Young,  Lexington. 

Rules:  Mrs.  Lee  P.  Frans,  Chairman,  Hickory;  Mrs.  Thos.  Gause, 
Wilmington;  Mrs.  Tom  Daniels,  New  Bern;  Miss  Sabra  E.  Sykes, 
Columbia;  Mrs.  Gordon  B.  Cherry,  Clinton. 

Parliamentarian:  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  North  Wilkesboro. 

The  Roll  was  called  by  Mrs.  Beatrice  T.  Carroll,  De¬ 
partment  Secretary. 

Upon  motion  made  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Malone,  Jr.,  and 
seconded  by  Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew,  the  Credentials  Commit¬ 
tee’s  report  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  morning,  July 
28. 

President:  We  will  now  have  report  of  the  Rules 
Committee. 

The  Rules  Committee  makes  the  following  recommen¬ 
dations  to  the  Eleventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

1.  All  me'etings  shall  be  called  to  order  promptly  at  8:30  A.  M. 

2.  A  speaker  shall  rise,  address  the  chair,  give  her  name  and 
Unit,  and  obtain  recognition  before  she  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

3.  No  member  shall  speak  a  second  time  on  the  same  question 
if  another  member  who  has  not  spoken  on  that  question  de¬ 
sires  the  floor,  and  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 
on  the  same  question  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

4.  The  maker  of  a  motion  may  open  and  close  the  debate.  Debate 
shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes  to  each  speaker.  Debate  on 
any  question  shall  be  limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 

5.  No  extension  of  time  shall  be  allowed  to  a  speaker  or  to 
debate  except  by  two-thirds  vote. 

6.  All  main  motions  shall  be  written,  signed  by  the  maker,  and 
handed  to  the  chair  before  the  close  of  the  session  at  which 
they  are  offered. 
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Any  delegate  desiring  the  privilege  of  the  Convention  must 
wear  her  badge  in  plain  sight. 

An  Alternate  taking  the  place  of  a  delegate  at  any  meeting 
shall  wear  the  delegate’s  badge. 

No  person  shall  enter  or  leave  the  hall  while  another  is 
speaking. 

Parliamentary  procedure  as  prescribed  in  Robert’s  Rules  of 
Order,  Revised,  shall  be  observed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans,  Chairman, 
Mrs.  Tom.  C.  Daniels, 

Mrs.  Thomas  Gause, 

Miss  Sabra  E.  Sykes, 

Mrs.  Gordon  B.  Cherry. 

Mrs.  Frans:  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 
Seconded  by  Mrs.  Andrew. 

Mrs.  Miller:  If  there  are  no  objections  this  report 
will  be  accepted  as  read. 

The  Raleigh  Trio,  composed  of  Mrs.  O.  S.  Slaunwhite, 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Arnold  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Clark,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Caswell  Riddle,  sang  “The  Wind’s  in  the  South,”  by 
John  Prindle  Scott. 

President:  We  are  very  proud  of  the  Raleigh  Trio 
and  their  reputation.  After  singing  over  W  P  T  F  they 
were  engaged  to  sing  regularly  over  this  station  as  the 
Harmony  Trio.  We  are  so  pleased  to  have  them  with  us. 
It  is  now  time  for  our  joint  session  with  the  Legion. 
Recess. 

JOINT  SESSION  WITH  THE  LEGION 
C.  S.  Wallace  School  Auditorium 

9.15  a.m. — Joint  session  of  the  American  Legion  and  the 

American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Address  of  Welcome:  Dr.  K.  P.  B.  Bonner, 
Mayor  of  Morehead  City. 

Address  of  Welcome:  Mrs.  Alvah  L.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  President  of  Morehead  City  Unit  of 
the  Auxiliary. 


7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 
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Response:  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  Department 
First  Vice-President,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina. 

Song — Miss  Zelma  Russ,  official  sweetheart  of 
the  American  Legion,  Department  of 
North  Carolina. 

Presentation:  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  National 
Committeewoman,  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary. 

Presentation :  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  De¬ 
partment  President,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina. 

Music. 

Introduction  of  Speaker,  by  Judge  Wilson 
Warlick. 

Greetings:  Hon.  0.  Max  Gardner,  Governor 
of  North  Carolina. 

Introduction  of  Speaker,  by  Judge  Hoyle 
Sink. 

Address:  Hon.  Josiah  W.  Bailey,  U.  S. 
Senator. 

After  Senator  Bailey's  address  the  Auxiliary  retired 
to  their  Convention  hall. 

AUXILIARY  SESSION  RESUMED 
Methodist  Church 

Introduction  of  National  officer. 

Mrs.  Miller:  We  have  but  one  National  represent¬ 
ative  with  us — our  own  Mrs.  McGeachy  who  was  our 
Department  President  last  year  and  who  is  now  our 
National  Executive  Committeewoman — Mrs.  McGeachy. 

Presentation  of  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  Past  Department 
President  and  Past  National  Vice-President  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Division. 

Mrs.  Miller  then  introduced  the  District  Committee- 
women  and  Alternate  District  Committeewomen  present. 
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(Their  reports  were  not  given  on  the  Convention  floor 
but  will  be  incorporated  in  the  Minutes.) 

Mrs.  Miller:  We  will  now  have  the  report  of  our 
National  Executive  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Mc- 
Geachy. 

Madam  President,  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

The  National  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  the  parent  organiza¬ 
tion  and  the  relation  of  the  State  to  National  is  very  important. 
Every  member  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  should  feel  her 
importance  to  National,  for  loyalty  and  efficient  work  are  the  back¬ 
bone  of  each  Unit  and  Department — by  such  cooperation  we  can  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  success  of  all  work  and  ideals  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

It  has  been  a  distinct  honor  and  privilege  to  have  served  this 
year  as  National  Executive  Committeewoman  for  the  State  of  North 
Carolina — a  State  which  has  always  fulfilled  all  of  its  obligations  to 
the  National  organization  and  which  has  also  done  such  outstanding 
work  for  the  relief  of  the  disabled  veteran  and  his  family. 

I  attended  all  sessions  of  the  National  Convention  which  met  in 
Boston  last  October. 

In  January  the  National  Executive  Board  meeting  was  held  in 
Indianapolis,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Hoyal,  National  President,  presiding.  As  a 
member  of  the  National  Music  Committee  it  was  my  privilege  at 
this  time  to  help  in  the  selection  of  the  music  to  be  used  in  the 
National  Music  Contest  which  will  be  held  at  the  National  Convention 
in  Detroit. 

It  was  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  National  Convention  at 
the  meeting  in  Boston  that  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  should 
give  to  the  National  Legion  Rehabilitation  Committee  the  sum  of 
$25,000.00  to  further  the  work  in  Rehabilitation,  as  had  been  done 
the  previous  two  years.  North  Carolina’s  part  amounted  to  $556.30, 
ten  cents  (10^)  per  member — the  check  for  this  amount  was  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  National  Executive  Board  meeting. 

Immediately  after  the  Board  meeting  I  attended  the  Sixth  Na¬ 
tional  Defense  Conference  in  Washington.  Great  stress  was  put  upon 
the  bills  for  an  adequate  Army  and  Navy  and  also  upon  the  inroads 
Communism  is  making  in  our  country.  I  wish  that  each  member  of 
the  Auxiliary  might  attend  these  conferences,  for  then  everyone 
would  soon  realize  the  great  importance  of  the  National  Defense  and 
Americanism  programs  of  the  Auxiliary. 

I  have  attended  all  Department  Executive  Board  meetings  except 
one  and,  owing  to  illness,  I  was  also  prevented  from  attending  the 
Unit  and  Post  Officers’  Conference  held  in  Gastonia. 
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The  Area  Conference  and  Unit  meetings  I  have  attended  have 
been  inspiring  and  I  wish  to  express  my  deep  regrets  for  not  having 
been  able  to  accept  the  many  invitations  extended  to  me  and  also  wish 
to  thank  you  for  all  courtesies. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  our  Department  President,  is  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  the  excellent  work  she  has  done  and  I  want  to  thank 
her  and  Mrs.  Carroll,  our  efficient  Secretary,  for  their  cooperation. 

The  National  Convention  will  soon  convene  and  if  there  is  any 
matter  that  North  Carolina  wishes  presented  to  the  National  Execu¬ 
tive  Board,  as  your  representative,  I’ll  be  only  too  glad  to  do  so. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy, 
National  Executive  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  First  Vice-President,  in  the 
chair:  We  will  now  have  the  report  of  our  President, 
Mrs.  Miller. 


PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

To  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  in  Convention  Assembled: 

It  is  less  than  a  year  since  you  elected  me  to  the  highest  office  the 
Department  can  bestow  upon  one  of  its  members.  Along  with  the 
honor  came  responsibilities  of  which  your  President  was  not  un¬ 
mindful.  Our  activities  for  the  year  are  drawing  to  a  close  and  we 
are  summarizing  our  accomplishments  of  the  past  months. 

After  the  Department  Convention  and  before  the  close  of  the 
National  Convention  when  your  President  assumed  her  duties,  chair¬ 
men  of  all  standing  committees  had  been  appointed  and  plans  made 
for  the  coming  year. 

On  October  24  the  Department  officers  were  invited  to  attend  a 
buffet  luncheon  and  the  Executive  Board  meeting  of  the  Legion  at 
Mooresville  when  Department  Commander  Con  C.  Johnston  was  in¬ 
ducted  into  office.  Your  President  and  several  others  attended. 

On  the  following  day  the  Executive  Board  held  its  first  meeting. 
The  Department  Officers  were  installed,  the  budget  presented  by  the 
Finance  Committee  was  accepted  and  appointments  of  the  President 
confirmed.  Twenty-seven  members  attended  and  were  my  guests  at 
a  luncheon  at  the  Charlotte  Hotel. 

An  inspiration  to  all  was  the  announcement  that  a  new  Unit  at 
Canton  had  been  organized  on  the  preceding  evening  by  Mrs.  Harry 
Baumgardner,  19th  District  Committeewoman. 

With  the  chairmen  of  standing  committees  enthusiastic  over  their 
program,  and  the  district  committeewomen  ready  to  begin  work,  a 
number  of  district  meetings  were  held  early  in  the  year.  If  every 
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district  committeewoman  could  attend  the  first  Executive  Board 
meeting  when  the  year’s  program  is  outlined  and  then  hold  district 
meetings  early  in  the  year,  it  would  mean  much  toward  getting  the 
program  started  throughout  the  State. 

Your  President  was  unable  to  attend  the  district  meetings  but 
with  each  district  committeewoman,  visited  her  district.  In  this  way 
it  was  possible  to  visit  every  Unit — on  several  occasions  joint  meet¬ 
ings  being  arranged;  also  have  spoken  at  a  number  of  Legion  meet¬ 
ings  and  before  other  civic  organizations.  In  addition  to  the  eighty- 
two  Units  active  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  eighteen  new  ones  have 
been  organized  and  all  but  three  of  these  have  been  visited.  The  dis¬ 
trict  committeewomen  have  been  alert  and  have  codperated  in  organ¬ 
izing  new  Units,  informing  Units  of  their  obligations,  enrolling  mem¬ 
bership  and  advising  in  every  way  possible.  Along  with  the  De¬ 
partment  Membership  Chairman,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew,  and  Department 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll,  they  have  been  instrumental  in  en¬ 
rolling  North  Carolina’s  quota  by  the  time  the  books  closed  on  July  11. 

Twenty-seven  Units  won  National  citations  for  enrolling  a  mem¬ 
bership  for  1931  equal  to  their  1930  membership  by  December  31, 
1930.  Today  we  have  a  membership  of  6,210  with  114  more  than 
quota  assigned  us  and  647  more  than  last  year.  Charters  for  18  new 
Units  have  been  signed  by  your  President. 

No  doubt  part  of  the  success  of  our  enrollment  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Auxiliary  conforming  to  the  Legion  plan  of  redistricting 
divided  the  State  into  20  districts.  This  gave  us  19  district  committee- 
women  instead  of  ten.  Next  year  we  will  have  twenty  as  two  Units 
have  been  organized  in  the  20th  district.  Early  in  the  year  with 
the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  twenty  districts  were 
grouped  into  five  areas  with  four  districts  in  each.  A  chairman  was 
appointed  in  each  area  with  area  chairmen  of  the  principal  com¬ 
mittees  working  under  the  direction  of  the  Department  Chairmen  of 
these  standing  committees. 

Five  Area  Conferences  were  held  and  it  was  my  privilege  to  at¬ 
tend  all  of  them.  The  Units  at  Asheville,  Statesville,  Tarboro,  Clin¬ 
ton,  and  Sanford  are  to  be  commended  for  their  hospitality  and  the 
courtesies  extended  us.  To  the  area  chairmen  is  due  all  credit  for 
the  programs  at  these  conferences.  They  were  miniature  conventions, 
and  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  continued. 

The  Department  was  honored  in  having  Mrs.  Louise  W.  Williams, 
our  National  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  as  the  principal  speaker  at 
the  Statesville  and  Asheville  conferences.  While  in  Asheville  a  visit 
was  made  to  the  U.  S.  Veterans’  Hospital  and  the  Oteen  Children’s 
Clinic.  The  splendid  work  being  done  by  Miss  Louise  Reinhardt  was 
highly  commended  by  Mrs.  Williams.  In  a  recent  letter  Mrs.  Wil- 
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liams  said,  “Will  you  kindly  have  your  Child  Welfare  Chairman 
write  an  article  for  the  National  Bulletin  on  the  work  you  are  doing 
in  your  Department?  Please  have  her  tell  about  your  Children’s 
Clinic  at  Oteen.  Don’t  forget  to  tell  how  the  mothers  helped  in 
making  the  poppies, — also  the  little  girl  who  helped — for  that  part  is 
rehabilitation  of  the  home.”  Our  work  in  Child  Welfare  is  constantly 
increasing  and  Mrs.  Benbow  has  proven  herself  a  worthy  successor 
to  our  beloved  Mrs.  Norfleet. 

This  was  not  the  first  visit  to  Oteen  as  on  the  way  to  the  Presi¬ 
dents’  and  Secretaries’  Conference  in  Indianapolis  my  first  official 
visit  was  made.  At  this  time  with  Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie,  our  Service 
Worker  and  Hospital  Chairman,  the  patients  were  visited  and  plans 
for  continuing  our  cooperation  with  the  Hospital  were  discussed  with 
Colonel  H.  C.  Dodge.  The  Auxiliary’s  part  in  the  Christmas  pro¬ 
gram  was  planned  and  through  the  untiring  efforts  of  Mrs.  Claverie 
and  the  generous  response  of  every  Unit  it  was  possible  for  every 
patient  to  share  alike.  We  are  grateful  to  Colonel  Dodge  for  the 
courtesies  extended  to  our  organization  throughout  the  year. 

As  the  National  U.  D.  C.  Convention  was  held  in  Asheville  at 
this  time,  it  was  my  privilege  to  represent  our  organization  on  this 
occasion. 

Our  National  President,  on  her  visit  to  our  Department,  signified 
her  desire  to  visit  the  U.  S.  Veterans’  Hospital,  and  on  February  15 
the  day  was  spent  with  the  patients.  Although  all  could  not  be 
visited  personally  a  talk  over  the  radio  reached  every  one.  Mrs. 
Hoyal  was  much  impressed  with  the  fine  spirit  evident  among  the 
men,  especially  as  most  of  them  had  been  losers  in  the  bank  failure 
the  latter  part  of  November.  The  Children’s  Clinic  came  in  for  its 
share  of  praise  as  well  as  the  poppy-making  project  which  was 
undertaken  for  the  first  time.  The  results  of  this  new  venture  have 
been  all  that  could  be  desired,  bringing  to  the  workers — the  wives 
of  men  who  received  little  or  no  compensation — a  means  of  pro¬ 
viding  the  necessities  of  life  rather  than  being  objects  of  charity. 
And  how  much  it  meant  to  those  bedridden  men — unable  to  provide 
for  their  families — can  only  be  known  by  those  who  have  received 
their  appreciative  words  of  thanks.  One  thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty-four  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents  ($1,444.89)  was  paid  to  the 
workers  and  the  profit  to  the  Department  through  the  sale  of  poppies 
was  almost  one  thousand  dollars.  Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Poppy  Chairman, 
reports  that  approximately  135,000  were  sold  this  year  by  the  Units 
— every  Unit  as  well  as  a  number  of  the  Posts  selling  poppies. 

Following  the  Oteen  visit  Mrs.  Hoyal  attended  the  Post  and  Unit 
Officers’  Conference  in  Gastonia  where  the  Gastonia  Unit  proved 
itself  a  most  hospitable  hostess.  Mrs.  Hoyal  made  the  principal 
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address  at  the  joint  evening  session  as  well  as  making  a  most  in¬ 
spiring  talk  on  phases  of  Auxiliary  work  at  the  afternoon  conference. 
A  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  meeting  held  a  few  days  previous 
was  made  at  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board.  With  the  Gastonia 
Unit,  as  hostess,  a  dinner  honoring  Mrs.  Hoyal  was  given  at  the 
Country  Club  when  she  was  presented  with  a  gift  from  the  De¬ 
partment. 

The  third  Executive  Board  meeting,  on  June  3,  was  held  at  the 
King  Cotton  Hotel  in  Greensboro,  following  a  meeting  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  Mrs.  Ed  Benbow  made  all  arrangements  for  the  luncheon. 

Although  it  was  not  possible  to  accept  an  invitation  from  the  War 
Mothers  to  attend  their  Executive  Board  luncheon  and  the  Spanish 
War  Veterans  to  attend  their  convention,  telegrams  of  greetings  were 
sent  from  our  organization. 

Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  First  Vice-President,  was  delegated  to  repre¬ 
sent  our  organization  at  the  D.  A.  V.  Convention  in  Raleigh  and 
to  speak  on  Child  Welfare.  Miss  Bernice  Turner  brought  greetings 
to  the  D.  A.  R.  Convention  in  Statesville. 

With  the  National  Defense  Chairman,  Mrs.  Walter  Craven,  all 
sessions  of  the  National  Defense  Conference  were  attended  the 
latter  part  of  January. 

Representatives  of  the  Fifth  District  of  the  Legion  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Committee  met  in  August  to  discuss  Legion  and  Auxiliary  poli¬ 
cies  in  the  U.  S.  Veterans’  Hospitals  in  this  district  following  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Red  Cross  July  1.  Resolutions  were  adopted  which 
will  be  presented  to  this  convention.  North  Carolina  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  both  your  Department  President  and  Commander. 

Twice  this  year  our  Department  lost  members  who  had  worked 
with  us  during  the  past  year.  Mrs.  Jas.  K.  Norfleet,  Sr.,  and  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Rust,  both  members  of  the  Department  Executive  Board  last 
year,  have  passed  to  their  eternal  rest. 

The  Department,  wishing  to  honor  the  memory  of  their  beloved 
past  Department  President,  established  “The  Nannie  W.  Norfleet 
Education  Fund”  for  World  War  Orphans.  The  Clyde  Bolling  Unit 
of  Winston-Salem,  of  which  Mrs.  Norfleet  was  a  member,  also  estab¬ 
lished  a  memorial. 

The  Hornets  Nest  Unit  of  Charlotte  gave  a  trophy  for  Ameri¬ 
canism  in  memory  of  Bessie  Henderson  Rust,  and  Ila  Stella  Iseley 
an  annual  award  for  Americanism  work  in  memory  of  her  mother. 

We  have  such  a  fine  group  of  women  as  our  chairmen  of  stand¬ 
ing  committees  and  each  has  her  own  message  to  tell.  All  have 
done  outstanding  work,  and  no  words  of  praise  can  repay  them  for 
the  honest  efforts  they  have  made  to  make  North  Carolina’s  program 
this  year  the  biggest  and  best  in  its  history. 
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In  this  year  of  need  and  distress,  when  the  number  of  disabled 
veterans  has  constantly  increased,  even  the  smallest  Units  have 
met  the  ever  increasing  call  for  child  welfare  assistance.  For  the 
past  three  years  the  work  has  been  under  the  able  supervision  of 
Mrs.  Ed  Benbow  during  which  time  it  has  more  than  trebled. 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee  has  spent  many  hours  working  out  a  Uniform 
Unit  Constitution  for  your  consideration  at  this  convention. 

Mrs.  Cabell  Young  has  told  you  of  many  interesting  phases  of 
our  program  through  her  weekly  column  in  the  newspapers,  while 
Mrs.  John  Kilgo,  Jr.,  our  Radio  Chairman,  has  done  much  to  inform 
the  citizenry  of  our  activities  through  the  use  of  the  radio. 

Miss  Julia  McNeill  has  been  active  urging  more  Junior  organi¬ 
zations  and  has  been  most  successful  not  only  with  Junior  Auxiliaries 
but  in  organizing  a  Junior  Legion  in  her  own  town. 

The  Legislative  program  has  been  promoted  by  Mrs.  C.  T.  Bowers. 

We  point  with  pride  to  the  accomplishments  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd 
as  chairman  of  the  Education  of  World  War  Orphans. 

The  finances  of  our  Department  are  in  splendid  condition  under 
the  capable  supervision  of  our  Finance  Chairman,  Mrs.  George  Ise- 
ley.  We  operate  on  a  budget  and  have  kept  within  our  allowance 
in  each  instance. 

The  Hospital  work  with  Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie  as  chairman,  and 
Rehabilitation  under  Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  have  both  been  carried 
forward  in  a  commendable  manner. 

The  Americanism  work  has  been  outstanding  and  your  President 
delegates  the  privilege  of  telling  about  this  to  your  able  chairman, 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher. 

Every  member  of  our  Auxiliary  is  a  member  of  Fidac  and  Miss 
Mary  Pemberton  as  chairman  has  striven  to  promote  international 
good  will  and  peace. 

Several  Units  have  organized  a  glee  club,  quartette  or  a  trio. 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Cozart  is  proud  that  we  have  on  our  program  today 
numbers  furnished  by  our  Auxiliary  trio  from  Raleigh. 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  as  Gold  Star  Chairman,  has  asked  every 
Unit  to  remember  in  some  way  the  mothers  and  widows  making  the 
pilgrimage  to  France. 

Memorials  are  being  established,  graves  of  deceased  veterans 
registered  and  headstones  placed  on  unmarked  graves  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Nannie  Dodson. 

Our  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Carroll,  has 
worked  untiringly  to  promote  our  organization  and  I  am  deeply 
appreciative  of  her  efforts.  Much  correspondence  is  necessary  when 
membership  records  are  incomplete  and  the  Unit  secretaries  should 
see  that  all  membership  blanks  are  completed  before  mailing  to 
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Department  headquarters.  We  are  installing  a  file  for  membership 
records.  This  will  be  a  great  aid  and  will  relieve  the  Department 
Secretary  of  much  unnecessary  correspondence. 

To  Commander  Con  C.  Johnston  and  Department  Adjutant  Jim 
Caldwell,  the  Auxiliary  extends  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for 
their  courtesies  and  cooperation  the  past  year.  To  Mr.  J.  S.  Pittman, 
Regional  Director  Veterans’  Administration  and  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchi¬ 
son,  Service  Officer,  we  are  appreciative  of  all  service  rendered. 

Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  to  my  executive  family — who 
have  worked  earnestly  for  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  in  North 
Carolina  this  year.  Whatever  success  has  been  achieved  is  due  en¬ 
tirely  to  your  efforts  and  the  loyal  cooperation  of  the  Unit  officers 
and  our  fine  Auxiliary  members. 

The  wise  counsel  and  advice  of  our  National  Executive  Commit- 
teewoman  and  our  Past  Presidents  was  sought  on  many  occasions 
and  I  am  grateful  for  their  assistance. 

My  work  this  year  has  been  a  real  pleasure.  Everywhere  you 
have  received  me  with  kind  words  of  commendation,  gifts  and  flow¬ 
ers.  My  vision  has  been  broadened  by  my  association  with  you  and 
the  memory  of  my  year  as  your  President  will  be  a  happy  one.  To 
all  of  you,  may  I  extend  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  giving  me  this 
worthwhile  opportunity  for  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Myrtle  B.  Miller, 
Department  President. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  McGeachy,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Karesb, 
a  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  Mrs.  Miller  for  the 
splendid  work  she  has  done  during  this  year. 

Mrs.  Miller  in  chair:  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  First 
Vice-President,  will  give  her  report. 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

Your  First  Vice-President’s  duties  have  been  somewhat  limited 
this  year,  due  to  the  fact  that  you  have  had  such  a  splendid  and 
active  President,  but  I  have  been  subject  to  call  at  all  times,  and 
have  performed  all  duties  requested  by  our  President.  Having  been 
assigned  Area  Three,  my  principal  duties  have  been  along  that  line, 
but  that  will  come  in  a  later  report. 

I  represented  the  Department  at  the  Disabled  American  Vet¬ 
erans’  conference  in  Raleigh  and  at  that  time  made  a  short  address 
regarding  the  Child  Welfare  work  in  the  State.  My  remarks  were 
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apparently  well  received  by  the  convention  and  I  believe  this  con¬ 
tact  with  the  D.  A.  V.’s  was  good  for  the  Auxiliary.  They  extended 
me  every  courtesy  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  represent  you  at  that 
time. 

I  have  appreciated  the  honor  you  gave  me  of  being  your  First 
Vice-President — it  is  always  with  joy  that  I  serve  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary — and  it  has  been  truly  a  pleasure  to  serve  with 
the  members  of  this  Executive  Board  and  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gladys  Perry  (Mrs.  Hugh  W.), 

Department  First  Vice-President. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  I  move  the  adoption  of  this  report. 

Mrs.  Miller:  If  there  is  no  objection  the  report 
stands  as  read. 

Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Second  Vice-President,  will  give 
her  report. 


SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Guests,  Members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary: 

My  duties  this  year  as  your  Second  Vice-President  have  been  in¬ 
teresting  and  very  pleasant,  and  for  the  honor  of  having  served 
with  Mrs.  Miller,  I  am  deeply  grateful. 

I  have  attended  all  Executive  Board  meetings  of  the  year  held  in 
Charlotte,  Gastonia  and  Greensboro,  and  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to 
meet  and  know  the  members. 

The  Unit  meetings  that  I  have  attended  were  inspiring,  and  I 
appreciate  the  invitations  and  courtesies  extended. 

In  closing  may  I  express  to  you  my  appreciation  for  the  privilege 
of  having  served  in  this  small  way,  and  to  tell  you  that  my  whole 
heart  is  with  you  always  in  the  work  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ruby  F.  Johnson  (Mrs.  F.  L.), 

Second  Vice-President. 


Mrs.  Johnson  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 
Seconded  by  Mrs.  Karesh.  Carried. 

Mrs.  Miller:  We  will  now  have  the  report  of  our 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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SECRETARY  AND  TREASURER’S  REPORT 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Guests,  and  My  Co-workers : 

The  purpose  of  a  convention  is  to  receive  yearly  reports  and 
legislate  for  the  future.  Giving  a  report  of  this  year’s  work  could 
not  fail  to  be  a  pleasure  to  one  who  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the 
redistricting  plan.  As  it  proved  the  turning  point  in  the  Legion’s 
history  so,  I  believe,  it  has  been  in  ours.  No  one  can  better  judge 
the  increased  activity  of  the  Units  than  I,  as  Department  Head¬ 
quarter’s  records  reflect  the  history  of  each  Unit. 

This  is  largely  due  to  the  Area  meetings  which  have  served  as 
schools  of  instruction  and  the  friendly  spirit  of  rivalry  between 
districts  has  served  as  a  stimulus  to  increased  endeavor  in  every 
phase  of  our  program.  The  earnest  efforts  of  each  district  committee- 
woman  and  Unit  president  to  reach  the  membership  quota  has  done 
much  to  put  North  Carolina  to  the  front.  I  have  prepared  membership 
standing  of  Units  monthly  to  keep  before  you  the  Department’s  aim 
of  6,096.  Bulletins  from  the  chairmen  of  standing  committees  have 
been  mimeographed  and  mailed  out  from  the  Department  to  Unit 
Presidents,  District  Committeewomen,  Past  Department  Presidents, 
and  Officers.  As  it  is  impossible  for  our  Department  President  to 
personally  contact  each  Unit  every  month,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
Department  program  reach  you  by  bulletins.  Every  effort  is  made 
to  keep  a  correct  mailing  list,  but  in  spite  of  this  we  are  constantly 
told  that  bulletins  are  not  received.  Therefore,  I  recommend  that 
the  Finance  Committee  allow  in  the  budget,  for  mailing  bulletins 
to  the  President  and  Secretary  of  every  Unit,  when  the  Department 
President  thinks  it  necessary.  We  furnish  the  National  Secretary 
with  the  Unit  Presidents’  names  and  each  Unit  President  should 
receive  the  National  Bulletin  monthly. 

Remittance  sheets,  application  blanks,  transfer  blanks  and  mem¬ 
bership  cards  have  been  sent  to  the  Unit  officers  upon  request. 
Stationery  has  been  supplied  the  chairmen  of  standing  committees, 
district  committeewomen  and  officers.  I  have  mailed  checks  to  the 
Child  Welfare  chairmen  and  to  Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie,  Hospital  Chair¬ 
man  and  Service  Worker,  when  instructed. 

The  Department  handled  approximately  135,000  poppies,  and  in 
addition  to  the  poppies  we  also  remailed: 

750  Auto  stickers 

3  Dozen  posters 

8  Dozen  window  cards 

4  Dozen  booklets 

Material  for  1,500  small  poppies 
Also  10,000  Flag  Codes. 
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We  have  received  and  sent  approximately  the  following  number 
of  letters,  telegrams,  and  telephone  calls  since  October  20,  1930: 

Letters  written  _ 5,160 

Letters  received  _  4,052 

Telegrams  received  _  68 

Telegrams  Sent  _  72 

Incoming  telephone  calls  _  92 

Outgoing  telephone  calls  _  52 

We  have  started  a  permanent  card  filing  system  which  we  know 

will  be  a  great  help  to  the  Units  as  well  as  to  the  Department  in 
preserving  records  to  keep  accurate  date  of  eligibility  requirements, 
and  is  in  line  with  our  present  growth  and  progress.  Each  member 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  has  a  card  and  on  this  shows 
that  she  is  a  member  in  1931 — whether  renewal  or  new — if  a  new 
member — date  of  application  is  shown  on  same,  and  if  joined  on 
deceased  record  or  legionnaire  is  also  stated.  We  hope  to  have  a 
complete  record  on  each  card  in  the  future  and  urge  that  Unit  presi¬ 
dents  keep  this  in  mind  and  have  application  blanks  completed  before 
mailing  to  Department  Headquarters.  Remittance  sheets  and  appli¬ 
cations  will  be  arranged  in  separate  files  according  to  the  number  of 
Units. 

Our  financial  condition  is  excellent  and  our  work  has  increased 
with  our  membership.  We  have  disbursed  for  Child  Welfare  work 
$1,913.18,  State  Rehabilitation  $893.88,  Central  Fund  $2,344.07,  Serv¬ 
ice  Worker  $900.00.  On  July  23,  out  of  the  82  old  Units  all  except 
seven  had  contributed  to  Child  Welfare  Fund.  Seven  had  not  con¬ 
tributed  to  State  Rehabilitation  Fund,  and  six  had  not  contributed 
to  the  Central  Fund.  Every  Unit  paid  Service  Worker’s  assessment. 
One  Unit  is  due  $2.00  on  National  Rehabilitation  tax.  We  think  this 
is  a  splendid  record  considering  the  financial  depression  all  over  the 
State.  $964.31  is  shown  in  the  audit’s  report — this  amount  realised 
from  the  sale  of  poppies  and  approximately  $85  is  due  this  fund. 
Two  Units  and  three  Posts  have  not  paid  for  poppies.  $100  of  the 
said  amount  was  transferred  to  the  Education  Loan  Fund  as 
recommended  by  the  Executive  Committee  at  the  June  meeting.  We 
have  in  the  office  3,500  poppies — same  being  paid  for.  By  the  time 
all  poppy  accounts  are  closed  there  will  be  a  balance  on  hand  of 
approximately  $1,000,  which  amount  is  to  be  used  for  Child  Welfare 
and  Rehabilitation  work. 
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SUMMARY  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
From  October  10,  1930,  to  July  11,  1931 


10-10-30 

Balance 

General  Fund  _  $1,665.38 

Oteen  Nurse  and  Child 

Welfare  _  395.40 

State  Rehabilitation  _  47.89 

Central  Fund  _  32.00 

Service  Workers’  Ass’n  _  2.87 

National  Dues  _  *26.63 

History  Fund  _  1.00 

National  Rehabilitation.  .10 

National  Child  Welfare..  .00 

Poppy  Fund  _  .00 

Education  Loan  Fund...  .00 

District  Committee- 

women  Ex.  _  .00 

National  Rehabilitation.  .00 

Charters,  Booklets,  etc...  .00 

Emergency  Fund, 

corrected  _ 

Interest  on  Certificate 
of  Deposit  _ 


$2,369.13 


Receipts 

Disburse- 

For 

ments  for 

Period 

Period 

Balance 

$  4,008.25 

$  2,842.37 

$2,831.26 

2,020.93 

1,913.18 

503.15 

1,055.44 

893.88 

209.45 

3,027.48 

2,344.07 

715.41 

1,381.26 

900.00 

484.13 

1,548.50 

1,474.50 

47.37 

.00 

.00 

1.00 

544.60 

556.30 

*11.60 

22.00 

50.00 

*28.00 

3,112.29 

2,247.98 

864.31 

381.50 

.00 

381.50 

82.35 

.00 

82.35 

25.00 

100, .00 

*75.00 

234.81 

109.16 

125.65 

5.04 

.00 

256.16 

33.98 

33.98 

$17,483.43 

$13,431.44 

$6,421.12 

Checking  Account  _  $4,984.57 

Certificate  of  Deposit  _  1,180.39 

Emergency  Fund  _  256.16 


Bank  Balance  _  $6,421.12 


*  Shows  deficit. 
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COMPARISON  OF  BUDGET 

EXPENSES  AND  BUDGET 


From  October  20,  1930,  to  July  11,  1931 


National  Rehabilitation  - 

Service  Worker  _ 

State  Rehabilitation _ j  Local*  ^ 

National  Child  Welfare  _ 

Oteen  Clinic  Child  Welfare  _ 

National  Legion  Rehabilitation  Tax _ 


General  Fund: 

Traveling  Expense  _ 

Secretary’s  Salary  _ 

Committeewomen  Expense  _ 

Postage  _ 

Stationery  _ 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  _ 

Printing  of  Minutes  and  Pamphlets 

Miscellaneous  _ 

National  Defense  (National)  _ 


Complete  Total 


Balance  in 


Budget 

Expense 

Budget 

$  100.00 

$  100.00 

1,200.00 

900.00 

$  300.00 

1,500.00 

893.88 

606.12 

50.00 

50.00 

.  2,500.00 

1,913.18 

586.82 

556.40 

556.30 

.10 

$5,906.40 

$4,413.36 

$1,493.04 

$  800.00 

$  555.15 

$  244.85 

.  1,200.00 

920.00 

280.00 

111.28 

.00 

111.28 

275.00 

180.37 

94.63 

275.00 

259.30 

15.70 

.  250.00 

122.46 

127.54 

300.00 

273.97 

26.03 

300.00 

187.62 

112.38 

25.00 

25.00 

$3,536.28 

$2,523.87 

$1,012.41 

.  9,442.68 

6,937.23 

2,505.45 

The  above  statement  is  taken  from  the  Auditor’s  report  as  of 
July  11.  Since  that  date  I  have  deposited  $205.08,  and  disbursed 
$191.87. 

Department  headquarters  is  operated  with  the  sole  idea  of  giving 
service  to  the  organization.  Close  contact  has  been  maintained  be¬ 
tween  the  Auxiliary  and  Legion  headquarters.  For  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  help  and  for  their  interest  in  the  Auxiliary  program,  we 
are  deeply  grateful  to  Commander  Johnston  and  Adjutant  Caldwell. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  our  Area  Chairmen  and  District 
Committeewomen  for  their  faithful  supervision  of  their  Units. 

Our  Department  Chairmen  have  worked  unceasingly  to  forward 
our  program. 

This  year  has  brought  wonderful  development  of  our  program, 
under  the  brilliant  leadership  of  Mrs.  Miller  and  the  work  with  her 
and  with  our  other  Department  officers  has  been  deeply  interesting 
and  enjoyable. 
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With  sincere  appreciation  to  the  entire  membership  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary  for  the  cooperation  given  your  Secretary  in 
all  phases  of  the  year’s  work,  this  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Mrs.)  Beatrice  Tucker  Carroll, 

Department  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Mrs.  Carroll:  Madam  President,  I  move  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  this  report. 

Mrs.  Miller:  You  have  heard  the  recommendation 
in  the  Secretary’s  report.  What  are  your  wishes  in  this 
matter? 

Mrs.  Vass  moved  that  it  be  left  to  the  next  administra¬ 
tion,  which  was  duly  seconded  and  passed. 

In  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  her  report  as 
Constitution  Chairman  was  read  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell, 
Convention  Constitution  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  CONSTITUTION  CHAIRMAN 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

The  Department  Chairman  of  Constitution  and  By-Laws  wishes 
to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  1930-31: 

My  work  as  Constitution  Chairman  has  already  been  placed  be¬ 
fore  you  in  the  Proposed  Uniform  Unit  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
and  the  Proposed  Amendments  to  the  Department  Constitution, 
copies  of  which  were  sent  to  all  Units,  and  which  will  be  read  to  you 
at  a  session  of  the  Convention,  after  which  the  vote  will  be  taken. 

For  quite  some  time,  a  year  or  two  at  least,  this  Department  has 
felt  the  need  of  and  wanted  a  Uniform  Unit  Constitution.  After 
much  work  and  thorough  study,  many  suggestions  and  a  great  deal 
of  help  from  various  sources,  including  several  other  Departments, 
a  Unit  Constitution  was  developed  which  we  hope  will  meet  the  needs 
of  all  of  the  Units. 

In  addition  to  this  work  on  the  Unit  Constitution,  I  have  corre¬ 
sponded  with  Mr.  Scott  W.  Lucas,  General  Counsellor  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  received  helpful  comments  and  advice 
from  him,  and  this  information  I  have  passed  on  to  you  in  some  of 
the  amendments  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  Department  Consti¬ 
tution. 

The  Proposed  Uniform  Unit  Constitution  and  the  proposed  re¬ 
vision  of  the  Department  Constitution  were  submitted  to  the  De¬ 
partment  Executive  Committee  at  a  regular  meeting  held  in  Greens¬ 
boro  in  June.  Both  met  with  the  approval  of  and  were  accepted  by 
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the  Committee,  and  your  Chairman  and  the  Department  Secretary 
were  authorized  to  send  a  copy  of  each  to  all  Units  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  the  work  done  along  these  lines  will 
fill  the  need  that  has  long  been  felt,  and  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee, 
Department  Constitution  Chairman. 

Proposed  amendments  to  the  Department  Constitu¬ 
tion  were  submitted. 

Third:  Article  VII.  Department  Officers.  The  last 
sentence  of  Section  II  shall  be  amended  to  read  “No 
officer,  with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
shall  be  eligible  for  the  same  office  for  more  than  two 
years  consecutively.” 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
“and  Historian”  after  the  word  “Treasurer.” 

Motion  carried,  all  delegates  voting  “aye.” 

Seventh  :  That  Section  IX  be  added  to  By-Laws, 
I,  said  section  to  read:  “All  appointed  officers  shall  be 
entitled  to  such  power  as  is  held  by  elected  officers  in¬ 
cluding  the  right  to  vote,  and  the  right  to  be  elected 
National  Executive  Committeewoman.” 

Mrs.  Vass  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  “and  the 
right  to  be  elected  National  Executive  Committeewoman.” 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Karesh.  Carried. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  PROPOSED  UNIFORM  UNIT 

CONSTITUTION 

Article  XI.  Executive  Committee. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  a  Unit  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  which  shall  consist  of  Unit  officers  and  three  addi¬ 
tional  members  at-large  elected  by  the  Unit. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
“three  additional  members  at-large”  and  inserting  “chair¬ 
men  of  standing  committees.” 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  McGeachy.  Motion  carried. 
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Article  VII.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  First 
Vice-President,  Second  Vice-President,  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Chaplain,  His¬ 
torian,  and  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  said  officers  shall  as¬ 
sume  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  at  the  first 
meeting  after  the  Annual  Department  Convention. 

Motion  by  Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew  to  strike  out  “at  the 
first  meeting  after  the  annual  Department  Convention” 
and  insert  “at  the  same  time  as  Department  Officers.” 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Whitley  of  Fremont  Unit.  Carried. 

Sec.  2.  Elections.  Officers,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Secretary,  shall  be  elected  annually  prior  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Convention,  either  at  the  last  regular  meeting  of 
the  Unit  or  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  that  purpose, 
and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  or  until  their  successors 
are  duly  elected  and  qualified.  The  Secretary  shall  be 
elected  or  appointed  according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by 
the  Department.  Written  notice  of  the  annual  meeting 
for  the  election  of  officers  shall  be  mailed  to  members  at 
least  a  week  in  advance,  or  notice  of  same  published  at 
least  three  times  immediately  prior  to  the  meeting.  The 
names  of  new  officers  shall  be  sent  to  Department  Head¬ 
quarters  before  the  annual  Department  Convention. 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Shumway  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  word  “either”  and  the  words  “or  at  a  special  meeting 
called  for  that  purpose.”  Motion  duly  seconded  and 
carried. 

A  motion  made  by  Mrs.  Karesh,  seconded  by  Mrs.  C. 
P.  Andrew,  that  a  paid  secretary  or  court  reporter  be 
employed  to  take  the  minutes  of  the  Convention  instead 
of  the  regular  Department  Secretary,  was  before  the 
meeting — after  much  discussion  a  vote  was  called  and 
when  counted  the  “No’s”  were  in  the  ascendancy  and  the 
motion  was  lost. 

The  chair  recognized  Mrs.  0.  Max  Gardner,  who  was 
escorted  to  the  stage  by  pages. 
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President  :  This  is  a  memorable  occasion  for  it  is 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary  in  North  Carolina  that  our  Department  Convention 
has  been  honored  with  the  presence  of  the  First  Lady  of 
North  Carolina.  I  am  happy  to  present  to  you  Mrs.  0. 
Max  Gardner. 

Mrs.  Gardner  graciously  responded  and  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  lovely  corsage  by  the  Morehead  City  Unit. 

Announcements  :  Mrs.  Alvah  Hamilton,  President 
of  the  Morehead  City  Unit,  invited  all  members  of  the 
Auxiliary  to  a  luncheon,  and  announced  that  the  Past 
Presidents  Parley  luncheon  would  be  on  Tuesday  at  one 
o'clock. 

Mrs.  Miller  :  Immediately  following  the  luncheon 
conferences  will  be  held  in  the  Educational  building  with 
the  Chairmen  of  Standing  Committees.  This  is  a  splen¬ 
did  opportunity  to  get  together  and  discuss  your  prob¬ 
lems.  We  will  recess  until  Tuesday  morning  at  8:30 
o'clock. 

TUESDAY  MORNING 
July  28,  1931 

The  meeting  convened  at  8 :30  A.  M.,  Mrs.  Reverdy 
J.  Miller,  Department  President,  presiding.  The  colors 
were  advanced  and  the  pledge  to  the  Flag,  led  by  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Absher,  Department  Americanism  Chairman,  fol¬ 
lowed.  Mrs.  0.  H.  Johnson  led  in  the  recital  of  the  Pre¬ 
amble.  The  invocation  was  pronounced  by  Miss  Nannie 
Dodson,  Department  Chaplain. 

Miss  Bettie  Harker  of  Morehead  City,  brought  greet¬ 
ings  from  the  D.  A.  R. 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Thompson,  Jr.,  of  the  Morehead  City  Unit 
delightfully  entertained  the  Convention  with  a  vocal  selec¬ 
tion. 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  First  Vice-President,  in  the 
chair:  We  will  now  have  the  report  of  our  Historian, 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher. 
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HISTORIAN’S  REPORT 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

It  has  been  a  happy  privilege  to  be  Department  Historian  for  the 
year  1931.  Interesting  things  have  been  accomplished,  giant  wheels 
of  helpfulness  have  been  set  in  motion. 

The  five  area  conferences  planned  by  our  Department  President 
have  proved  to  be  great  sources  of  inspiration  and  helpfulness. 

It  was  a  great  idea  to  have  the  poppies  sold  in  North  Carolina 
made  at  home  by  the  wives  of  the  non-compensated  men  at  Oteen. 

The  passing  of  a  law  by  the  last  Legislature  giving  scholarships 
in  all  State  colleges  in  North  Carolina  to  World  War  Orphans  was 
a  worthy  achievement  of  our  Legislative  and  Education  Committees. 

A  beautiful  and  tender  thing  which  shows  the  heart  of  the  Aux¬ 
iliary  “loves  truly  and  never  forgets”  is  the  establishment  of  the 
“Nannie  W.  Norfleet  Education  Fund”  to  be  used  as  a  loan  fund  for 
World  War  Orphans  and  to  further  the  cause  of  child  welfare  in 
memory  of  Mrs.  Norfleet’s  splendid  service  and  faithful  leadership. 

It  was  a  blue  and  gold  day  for  the  Auxiliary  when  the  first  issue 
of  “The  History  of  the  American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,”  came  off  the  press,  all  bound 
in  blue  and  gold  like  a  bit  of  the  day  itself!  The  History,  written 
by  Major  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher  of  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  and  you! — 
members  of  the  Auxiliary! 

Our  hearts  thrill  with  pride  as  we  read  it,  and  no  wonder!  It  is 
a  record  of  achievement  any  organization  or  State  would  be  proud 
to  claim.  The  work  of  the  individual  member  is  glorified  as  the 
history  of  every  branch  of  the  Auxiliary  work,  Unit  by  Unit,  registers 
their  cooperation. 

Proud  are  we,  too,  of  the  work  of  each  Department  President  as 
we  read  the  history  of  their  service.  We  find  each  one  left  a  gift — 
a  thought,  a  plan,  an  endeavor  born  in  the  soul  of  a  leader  whose 
heart  was  on  fire  with  love  for  the  cause,  which  will  be  a  gift  to  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  forever! 

Every  Auxiliary  member  will  want  a  copy  of  the  history  for 
her  very  own.  According  to  membership,  North  Wilkesboro  led  the 
sale  of  the  Histories,  giving  four  as  awards,  placing  one  copy  in 
the  libraries  of  Wilkesboro  and  North  Wilkesboro  schools,  and 
twenty-five  in  the  homes  of  Legionaires  and  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary  members. 

As  your  Department  Historian,  I  have  sent  out  four  History  Bul¬ 
letins.  It  has  been  my  earnest  desire  to  concentrate  attention  and 
interest  on  the  value  of  all  material  directly  connected  with  the 
activities  of  our  organization,  stressing  the  preservation  of  War 
relics  and  souvenirs,  memories  and  incidents  of  our  association  in 
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the  great  war,  and  to  safeguard  this  material  in  Unit  and  Depart¬ 
ment  Histories,  scrapbooks  and  County  Halls  of  History.  An  inter¬ 
esting  report  of  a  County  Hall  of  History  established  in  Mooresville 
has  been  received. 

Davidson  reports  a  Hall  of  History  established  in  the  Town 
Library.  Fayetteville  has  placed  a  cabinet  in  the  Legion  hut  to  pre¬ 
serve  war  relics  and  souvenirs.  Warrenton  has  a  Memorial  Library 
dedicated  to  the  soldiers  of  Warren  County. 

I  congratulate  the  above  Units  on  their  Historians.  The  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  County  Hall  of  History  seems  a  big  task,  but  once 
started  it  will  continue  to  grow  and  each  treasured  object  therein 
will  gain  added  interest  and  value  with  each  succeeding  year. 

I  would  say  to  each  Historian,  “Greatly  begin,  though  thou  have 
time  but  for  a  line — be  that  sublime!” 

The  1931  Histories  received  are  from  the  following  Units:  War¬ 
renton,  Concord,  Durham,  Charlotte,  Kannapolis,  China  Grove,  Ash- 
boro,  High  Point,  Mooresville,  Fair  Bluff,  Morganton,  Monroe,  Eliza¬ 
beth  City,  Wilmington,  Winston-Salem,  Henderson,  Snow  Hill,  Bel¬ 
mont,  Newton,  Sanford,  Weldon,  Spring  Hope,  Lumberton,  Tarboro, 
Forest  City,  Davidson,  St.  Pauls,  Wilson,  Gastonia,  North  Wilkes- 
boro,  Salisbury,  Lenoir,  Littleton,  Asheville,  Hickory,  Fayetteville, 
Columbia,  and  Lexington.  I  am  sorry  I  was  not  able  to  obtain  the 
History  of  every  Unit,  but  the  histories  received  show  a  great  unity 
of  purpose  and  earnest  endeavor  in  every  phase  of  Auxiliary  work. 

Your  Department  Historian  has  sent  sketches  of  the  thirty-nine 
Histories  received  to  the  National  Historian  to  be  included  in  the 
second  edition  of  National  History. 

There  is  running  like  a  golden  thread  through  the  History  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  in  1931  the  courage  and  enthusiasm  of 
our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller.  It  has  been  a 
joy  to  work  with  her  and  with  you  as  Department  Historian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher, 
Department  Historian. 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Chaplain  and  Memorial  Char- 
man,  will  give  her  report. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHAPLAIN  AND  MEMORIAL  CHAIRMAN 

Madam  President,  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

I  consider  it  a  great  privilege  to  have  served  you  again  this 
year  as  Chaplain.  I  have  attended  all  Executive  Board  meetings, 
the  Post  Officers’  Conference  and  have  performed  all  duties  of  the 
Chaplain. 
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It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  bring  you  the  Memorial  Report  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Fine  reports  were  sent  in  by  sixty-eight  Units,  most  of  which 
joined  their  Posts  in  observing  Armistice  Day  and  Memorial  Day 
with  appropriate  services,  also  placed  flags  and  wreathes  on  the 
graves  of  their  deceased  former  service  men  and  women.  A  number 
of  Units  placed  large  poppies  in  the  churches  of  their  cities  the 
Sunday  before  Armistice  Day  and  requested  the  pastor  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  the  day. 

Our  slogan  for  this  year  was,  “A  head  stone  for  every  unmarked 
grave/’  and  I  announce  with  great  pleasure  that  148  graves  have 
been  marked  with  the  Government  head  stone  and  that  501  graves 
have  been  marked  with  the  American  Legion  emblem. 

Five  hundred  and  forty-six  graves  of  former  service  men  and 
women  have  been  registered  with  the  Adjutant  General  in  Raleigh, 
N.  C.  North  Wilkesboro  has  planted  50  trees  and  unveiled  one  tablet. 
Goldsboro  has  dedicated  one  building.  Shrubs  have  been  planted 
around  a  monument  in  Statesville.  Winston-Salem  Unit  is  offering 
in  memory  of  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet  a  permanent  award  of  $100.00  to  be 
divided  equally  between  the  two  Units  in  North  Carolina  doing  the  best 
Child  Welfare  work,  to  be  given  at  the  1932  Convention.  Davidson 
has  started  a  memorial  garden.  Three  flower  beds  have  been  planted 
in  Hickory.  Henderson  Unit  is  furnishing  the  Legion  quarters  and 
has  given  two  large  American  flags,  one  to  South  Henderson  Com¬ 
munity  House  and  one  to  North  Henderson  Parish  House.  The  Le¬ 
gion  Hall  was  dedicated  in  Newton.  Washington  Unit  gave  $20.00 
to  the  War  Mothers  for  a  bronze  marker.  Dunn  Unit  placed  a 
marble  tablet  in  the  Baptist  Church  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
boys  who  died  in  service.  A  George  Washington  tree  was  planted  in 
Pettigrew  Garden,  the  only  public  park  in  Columbia,  N.  C.  Siler 
City  fixed  a  plot  in  the  cemetery  for  Wayne  Mendenhall  (the  boy 
for  whom  the  Siler  City  Post  is  named).  Warrenton  has  a  Memorial 
Library.  Charlotte  placed  a  bed  in  the  Presbyterian  Hospital  in 
memory  of  the  World  War  Veterans  of  Mecklenburg  County.  Ash- 
boro  planted  a  bed  of  poppies.  Poppies  were  planted  around  the 
Memorial  in  city  square  by  the  Lumberton  Unit.  Raleigh  Unit 
reports  the  City  Auditorium  is  to  be  a  memorial. 

Again  we  pause  to  pay  tribute  to  38  of  our  beloved  co-workers 
(listed  on  the  following  page)  who  have  passed  into  the  Great  Be¬ 
yond  since  last  we  met.  In  the  past  year  we  have  lost  a  valuable 
member  of  our  Executive  Committee — our  beloved  Mrs.  J.  K.  Nor¬ 
fleet,  second  President  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Nannie  Dodson, 

Chaplain  and  Memorial  Chairman. 
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Winston-Salem  Unit: 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet 

(2nd  Pres.,  Dept.  N.  C.) 
Mrs.  Pride  Jones 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Haizlip 

Charlotte  Unit: 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Rust 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Henderson 

Monroe  Unit: 

Mrs.  Randolph  Redfern 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Bowie 

Oxford  Unit: 

Miss  Betsy  Bryan 

Fuquay  Springs  Unit: 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Mann 

Asheville  Unit: 

Mrs.  Ralph  Lindsey 

Warrenton  Unit: 

Mrs.  O.  K.  Pendleton 

Weldon  Unit: 

Miss  Jonnie  Johnston 
Lenoir  Unit: 

Mrs.  Bynum  Laxton 

Shelby  Unit: 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Anthony 
Mrs.  John  Beam 

Troy  Unit: 

Miss  Mamie  McIntyre 

Siler  City  Unit: 

Miss  Akma  McMathe  Blair 
Miss  Annie  Yann 

Raeford  Unit: 

Miss  Bernice  Bristow 


Sanford  Unit: 

Miss  Mary  L.  Vestal 

Taylorsville  Unit: 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Osborne 

Raleigh  Unit: 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Brockwell 
Mrs.  T.  C.  Powell 

High  Point  Unit: 

Miss  Dener  Smith 

Newton  Unit: 

Mrs.  Ida  Trollinger 
Mrs.  Albert  Gaither 

Wilson  Unit: 

Mrs.  Jonas  Oettinger 

New  Bern  Unit: 

Mrs.  Guy  Lane 

Kinston  Unit: 

Mrs.  G.  P.  Fleming 
Miss  Emma  Blount 

St.  Paul  Unit: 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Poole 

(1st  Unit  President) 

Greensboro  Unit: 

Mrs.  O.  L.  Snyder 
Mrs.  Mamie  Mitchell 

Wilmington  Unit: 

Mrs.  Walter  Paisley 
Mrs.  Janice  Davis 

Lexington  Unit: 

Mrs.  David  King  Cecil 
Mrs.  Thomas  F.  Sink 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Trexler 
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(IrtluitP  to  fUrs.  ilanipa  2C.  Nnrflppt,  at 

intnt  ilpmnrtal  §>pnwe 

The  greatest  satisfaction  that  this  life  holds  comes 
from  accomplishment  from  work  well  and  unselfishly 
done.  So  today,  we  gather  in  the  sweet  affiliation  of 
friendship  to  honor  the  memory  of  one  who  gave  her  best 
to  the  upbuilding  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Words  are  indeed  futile  when  we  would  pay  tribute 
to  such  a  person  as  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet,  Second  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  and  Winston- 
Salem's  first  active  President.  Mrs.  Norfleet’s  devotion, 
experience,  wise  counsel  and  untiring  efforts  in  the  Aux¬ 
iliary  made  her  an  outstanding  figure  in  the  success  of 
this  organization.  Although  losing  her  own  son  from  the 
effects  of  the  war,  not  once  did  it  embitter  her,  but  in¬ 
stead  increased  her  interest  and  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
former  service  man  and  his  family. 

Her  life  and  character  need  no  eulogy.  Precious  was 
the  life  she  lived  in  the  heart  of  her  friends  and  more 
beautiful  the  death  she  died. 

Quietly,  as  the  evening  shadows  fell  on  Saturday, 
November  1,  1930,  realizing  that  he,  whom  she  had  adored, 
and  from  whom  in  death  she  would  not  be  parted,  had 
slipped  beyond  mortal  ken,  she  too  passed  into  the  great 
beyond,  God’s  other  room.  “Life’s  race  well  run.  Life’s 
work  well  done.  Then  comes  rest.” 

Surely  love  and  friendship  outlives  death.  For  her  the 
golden  light  of  life’s  eternal  day  has  dawned,  but  for  our 
Auxiliary  we  have  suffered  an  irreparable  loss. 

“There  is  no  death;  the  Stars  go  down 
To  rise  upon  some  fairer  shore, 

And  bright  in  Heaven’s  jeweled  crown 
They  shine  forevermore. 

The  bird-like  voice  whose  joyous  tones 
Made  glad  the  scenes  of  sin  and  strife, 

Sings  now  an  everlasting  song 
Amid  the  Trees  of  Life.” 


Mrs.  Harry  Vass. 
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Mrs.  Miller  in  the  chair:  We  will  have  the  reports 
of  the  Area  Chairmen. 

REPORT  OF  FIRST  AREA 

The  First  Area  is  composed  of  four  Districts,  the  First,  Second, 
Fourth  and  Fifth.  The  First  District  has  one  Unit,  the  Second 
two,  the  Fourth  one,  and  the  Fifth  nine,  with  a  total  membership 
of  629. 

The  First  Area  Conference  was  held  in  Tarboro  on  April  29, 
with  one  hundred  members  present  and  all  the  Units  represented 
except  Windsor.  At  this  Conference  we  had  the  pleasure  of  having 
with  us  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  our  Past 
Department  President,  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  and  our  Department 
Poppy  Chairman,  Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace.  With  interesting  talks  from 
these  officers  and  reports  from  other  Department  Chairmen  who 
could  not  be  present,  as  well  as  reports  from  District  Committee- 
women  and  the  President  of  each  Unit  in  the  First  Area,  this  proved 
to  be  a  most  inspiring  Conference  and  went  on  record  endorsing 
the  Area  Conference,  as  it  brings  so  many  Auxiliary  members  to¬ 
gether. 

After  hearing  the  report  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd,  Chairman  of  Edu¬ 
cation  of  World  War  Orphans,  it  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
First  Area  recommend  to  the  Department  Executive  Board  that  an 
Educational  Loan  Fund  be  established  in  the  Department.  Mrs. 
Benbow,  Chairman  of  Committee  to  investigate  and  report  to  Execu¬ 
tive  Board,  was  advised  of  this  motion. 

Mrs.  Miller  presented  Citations  to  the  Units  who  had  reached 
their  membership  quota  by  December  31,  1930.  The  Units  receiving 
these  Citations  were  Farmville,  Littleton,  Columbia  and  Weldon. 

District  Committeewomen  were  nominated  for  the  First  and  Fifth 
Districts  as  follows: 

Miss  Elizabeth  Winslow,  Elizabeth  City,  First  District  Commit- 
teewoman.  Mrs.  Wiley  Upton,  Elizabeth  City,  Alternate. 

Mrs.  N.  O.  McDowell,  Scotland  Neck,  Fifth  District  Committee- 
woman.  Mrs.  I.  T.  Ballentine,  Spring  Hope,  Alternate. 

I  regret  so  much  that  the  First  Area  does  not  represent  the  head¬ 
lights  in  the  auto  race — was  afraid  we’d  bring  in  the  tail  light.  How¬ 
ever,  it  is  very  necessary  that  even  every  Fresh  Air  Taxi  have  a 
tail  light,  so  I  feel  that  we  would  have  had  an  important  part.  With 
Edenton  organizing  and  bringing  in  32  new  members,  our  District 
went  over  the  top.  Some  of  the  Units  in  the  First  Area  went  over 
the  top  with  their  membership  quota  early  in  the  game,  while  for 
various  reasons,  it  seemed  impossible  for  some  others  to  reach  their 
quota,  but  I  am  confident  that  every  Unit  in  my  Area  has  done 
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excellent  work,  especially  in  Rehabilitation.  Child  Welfare,  Ameri¬ 
canism  and  Memorials. 

The  Area  Conference  was  the  only  personal  contact  I  have  had 
with  any  Unit  other  than  my  own.  Mrs.  W.  G.  Suiter  and  I  planned 
to  organize  a  Unit  in  Rosemary,  but  were  unsuccessful. 

Though  I  have  done  so  little,  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  as 
Chairman  of  First  Area,  and  I  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Miller  and  Mrs. 
Carroll  for  their  untiring  assistance  and  helpful  suggestions  at  all 
times,  also  the  District  Committeewomen  and  Unit  Presidents  for 
their  cooperation  in  making  the  Conference  the  success  it  was;  and 
I  especially  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Foxhall  and  her  Unit  in  Tarboro 
for  their  hearty  cooperation  and  gracious  hospitality. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Chas.  Dunn, 

First  Area  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  SECOND  AREA 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

As  Chairman  of  the  Second  Area  I  respectfully  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report: 

The  Second  Area  comprises  Districts  Three,  Six,  Seven  and  Ten, 
and  has  twenty-one  active  Units  with  a  total  membership  of  1,096. 
Seven  new  Units  have  been  organized  this  year.  They  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Fremont  with  16  members,  Warsaw  with  10  members  in  the 
Sixth  District;  Fairbluff  with  37  members,  Elizabethtown  with  17 
members,  Burgaw  with  19  members,  and  Southport  with  26  mem¬ 
bers,  all  in  the  Seventh  District;  Bayboro  with  14  members  in  the 
Third  District.  Wallace  is  being  organized. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Second  Area  I  have  enjoyed  thoroughly  the 
work  assigned  me  this  year  by  our  Department  President.  Making 
plans  for  the  Second  Area  Conference  was  my  biggest  job  as  this 
necessitated  a  great  deal  of  correspondence,  long  distance  telephone 
calls  and  some  traveling.  Our  Conference  was  held  on  May  1  in 
Clinton  in  the  First  Baptist  Church,  with  about  one  hundred  present 
and  with  the  Chairman  presiding.  The  Clinton  Unit  had  left  noth¬ 
ing  undone  in  their  efforts  to  make  our  day  with  them  one  of  interest, 
inspiration  and  pleasure.  We  were  fortunate  in  having  our  Depart¬ 
ment  President  with  us  and  she  spoke  in  a  most  comprehensive  way 
of  the  department  program  and  in  connection  gave  Mrs.  Benbow’s 
report  of  the  Child  Welfare  Conference  in  New  Orleans,  Mrs.  Ben- 
bow  being  unable  to  attend  our  Area  Conference. 

In  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Claverie,  Department  Hospital  Chairman, 
her  report  was  given  by  Mrs.  Royce  McClelland.  Mrs.  Lacy  Car- 
roll  read  the  Publicity  Report  of  Mrs.  Cabell  Young.  Mrs.  Gertie 
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Mathews,  Second  Area  Americanism  Chairman,  reported.  The  re¬ 
port  of  the  Legislative  Chairman  was  read  by  Mrs.  J.  Ross  Jones. 
Miss  Julia  McNeill,  Junior  Auxiliary  Chairman,  was  present  and 
gave  her  report.  The  report  of  Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  Poppy  Chairman, 
was  read  by  Mrs.  James  Hubbard.  The  roll  call  which  was  part  of 
this  report  showed  that  every  Unit  in  the  Area  had  ordered  poppies. 

The  Chairman  requested  those  present  wishing  to  ask  any  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  work  to  write  and  drop  them  in  the  question  box  for 
general  discussion  to  be  led  by  Mrs.  Miller  following  lunch.  At  this 
juncture  the  Clinton  Unit  presented  Mrs.  Miller  with  a  lovely  corsage. 
On  motion,  the  Conference  adjourned  for  lunch  at  1  o’clock.  After 
opening  the  question  box  and  answering  of  questions  by  Mrs.  Miller, 
the  major  part  of  the  afternoon  session  was  taken  up  with  reports 
of  the  District  Committeewomen  and  Unit  Presidents. 

The  Second  Area  Conference  indorsed  the  establishment  of  an 
Educational  Loan  Fund  for  the  World  War  Orphans.  The  Snow 
Hill  Unit,  having  won  the  National  Citation  given  for  100%  mem¬ 
bership  by  January  1,  was  presented  with  same  at  this  meeting. 

The  Third  and  Seventh  Districts  were  asked  to  caucus  during 
the  noon  hour  and  nominate  their  committeewoman.  The  Seventh 
District  reported  the  nomination  of  Mrs.  M.  G.  Piland  with  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Robbins  as  alternate.  The  Third  District  was  not  ready  to 
report  and  asked  that  they  might  do  so  later. 

The  Area  Chairman  had  offered  $5  in  gold  to  the  Unit  sending 
in  the  most  members  between  April  20  and  May  1.  The  Wilmington 
Unit  won  this  prize,  having  secured  35  members  in  ten  days.  Dunn- 
Irwin  was  close  behind  with  30  members.  There  was  a  total  of  141 
members  secured  during  the  ten  days  previous  to  the  Conference. 

REPORT  OF  THIRD  DISTRICT 

The  reports  of  the  Third  District  are  as  follows:  The  New  Bern 
Unit  has,  as  always,  met  the  demands  of  the  State  Department. 
Members  of  this  Unit  have  been  hit  hard  by  bank  closings,  etc.,  but 
all  financial  obligations  have  been  met  and  voluntary  contributions 
made  as  well.  The  major  activity  of  this  Unit  for  the  year  was 
the  organization  of  a  Community  Council  to  relieve  distress  brought 
on  by  unemployment.  The  New  Bern  Auxiliary  has  carried  out  a 
most  splendid  all-rounded  program  for  the  year,  but  especially  stress¬ 
ing  local  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation. 

Morehead  Unit  has  also  done  excellent  work  this  year.  It  has 
met  all  requirements  of  State  Department.  Boxes  or  checks  have 
been  sent  to  Oteen  each  month,  but  the  greatest  work  of  this  Unit 
has  been  among  local  ex-service  men  and  their  families.  Morehead 
City  Unit  has  cooperated  with  the  Legion  in  all  its  undertakings 
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and  has  given  much  valuable  assistance  to  the  entire  community. 
Much  of  the  thoughts  and  energy  of  the  Morehead  City  Unit  has 
been  toward  plans  for  the  State  Convention. 

Bayboro  Unit  was  organized  in  May  with  14  charter  members. 
This  Unit  has  been  functioning  well  since  then.  Its  chief  work  has 
been  locally  helping  the  unemployment  situation,  not  only  among 
the  ex-service  men  but  others  of  that  community. 

REPORT  OF  SIXTH  DISTRICT 

Kinston  Unit:  The  Kinston  Unit  has  been  very  much  handicapped 
and  discouraged  on  account  of  the  bank  failures  in  which  they  lost 
all  their  funds.  However,  they  had  their  poppy  sale  which  was 
successful  and  we  are  expecting  great  things  from  the  Kinston  Unit 
next  year. 

Fremont  Unit:  The  Fremont  Unit  has  gone  to  work  in  earnest 
and  although  they  were  not  organized  in  time  to  order  poppies,  they 
helped  the  Goldsboro  Unit  with  their  sale.  With  such  enthusiastic 
women  we  expect  fine  work  another  year  from  the  Fremont  Unit. 

Warsaw  Unit:  Was  organized  in  June  with  ten  members.  Mrs. 
Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr.,  is  President  of  this  Unit  and  we  expect  under 
her  leadership  the  Auxiliary  work  to  be  carried  on  most  successfully. 

Clinton  Unit:  The  Clinton  Unit  has  made  progress  along  all  lines 
of  the  Auxiliary  work.  Though  their  activities  are  varied  I  believe 
they  consider  Americanism  their  outstanding  work.  They  have  met 
all  obligations  and  have  increased  rapidly  in  membership.  They 
have  generously  remembered  the  boys  at  Oteen  all  during  the  year. 
This  Unit  was  hostess  to  the  Second  Area  Conference  and  its  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Gordon  Cherry,  deserves  much  praise  for  the  success  of 
the  occasion,  having  cooperated  with  the  Chairman  so  graciously. 

Goldsboro’s  outstanding  work  has  been  Child  Welfare  and  Re¬ 
habilitation.  But  in  that  they  have  been  handicapped  on  account  of 
the  bank  failure  in  which  the  Unit’s  funds,  both  poppy  and  general, 
were  lost.  At  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas,  also  Easter  and  on 
Mother’s  Day,  the  boys  at  Oteen  were  remembered  with  gifts  and 
money. 

The  most  successful  money-making  event  was  an  Easter  Dance, 
from  which  $345  was  cleared.  Since  then  the  Unit  has  been  able 
to  meet  all  obligations.  $225  was  realized  from  Poppy  Sale.  This 
Unit  placed  a  history  in  high  school  and  one  in  public  library. 

The  Snow  Hill  Unit  equalled  last  year’s  membership  early  in  the 
year.  Every  obligation  for  the  year  was  met  during  the  first  two 
months  and  other  contributions  made.  Americanism  has  been  the 
outstanding  activity.  Last  year  2,000  Flag  Codes  were  bought  by 
the  children  and  these  were  used  this  year.  Copies  were  sent  each 
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of  the  teachers  in  the  county.  Speakers  were  provided  for  the 
various  schools  on  Armistice  Day  and  George  Washington’s  birth¬ 
day  and  special  patriotic  programs  were  given. 

REPORT  OF  SEVENTH  DISTRICT 

The  Wilmington  Unit,  which  is  the  largest  in  this  Area,  boasts 
a  membership  of  240.  This  Unit  has  fulfilled  all  obligations  and 
reports  Child  Welfare  their  outstanding  activity  of  the  year.  The 
cash  value  of  this  work  amounted  to  $600. 

The  Whiteville  Unit  has  doubled  their  membership,  fulfilled  all 
obligations  and  reports  community  work  as  their  outstanding  activity. 
They  have  organized  a  Glee  Club,  given  concerts,  and  assisted  the 
Legion  in  obtaining  permanent  headquarters. 

The  Elizabethtown  Unit  is  county-wide.  They  received  their 
charter  in  January  and  have  been  fulfilling  all  their  duties  in  regard 
to  the  major  activities  of  Auxiliary. 

Burgaw  was  organized  in  January  and  have  been  active  in  all 
phases  of  Auxiliary  work. 

Fairbluff  Unit  was  organized  in  May  with  37  charter  members. 
This  Unit  promises  to  be  most  active.  A  Gold  Star  Mother  is  Presi¬ 
dent  of  this  Unit. 

Southport  is  the  baby  Unit  of  the  Seventh  District.  They  were 
organized  in  June  and  have  a  membership  of  26.  Already  they  have 
caught  the  spirit  of  Auxiliary  endeavors,  and  are  participating  and 
contributing  to  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  American  Legion. 

REPORT  OF  TENTH  DISTRICT 

The  Fayetteville  Unit  has  been  active  along  all  lines  of  Auxiliary 
work.  They  have  met  all  obligations.  Child  Welfare  seems  to  be 
their  major  activity,  though  their  Americanism  Committee  has  been 
very  active.  Histories  were  placed  in  two  schools.  This  Unit  or¬ 
dered  2,500  small  poppies  and  44  dozen  large  ones. 

Maxton  has  increased  its  membership  and  Americanism  seems  to 
be  their  outstanding  work  for  the  year.  Efforts  are  being  made  now 
to  organize  a  Junior  Auxiliary.  This  Unit  has  met  all  financial 
obligations  and  has  remembered  the  boys  at  Oteen  in  a  very  liberal 
way,  having  sent  four  feather  pillows,  twelve  pillow  cases,  seven 
writing  pads,  besides  the  boxes  sent  at  Christmas. 

Dunn-Irwin  Unit  has  made  wonderful  progress  this  year.  Child 
Welfare  has  been  their  outstanding  work,  though  they  have  done 
very  worth  while  work  along  other  lines.  Especially  has  their 
liberality  been  manifested  in  their  thoughtfulness  of  the  disabled 
in  the  hospitals  and  the  ex-service  men  in  Harnett  County.  They 
have  also  provided  for  the  family  of  an  ex-service  man  in  Irwin. 
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They  have  an  active  Junior  Auxiliary.  Virginia  Fitchett,  daughter 
of  Mrs.  Carl  Fitchett,  the  Tenth  District  Committeewoman,  is  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Juniors  and  like  her  mother  is  making  a  wonderful  suc¬ 
cess  in  Auxiliary  work. 

The  Raeford  Unit  has  increased  its  membership  from  16  to  28, 
has  met  all  obligations  and  remembered  their  five  boys  at  Oteen 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  and  Easter. 

The  St.  Pauls  Unit  is  active  along  all  lines  of  Auxiliary  work. 
They  have  16  Junior  Auxiliary  members.  During  the  year  they  have 
organized  Girl  Scouts,  furnished  team  to  work  with  Red  Cross  Roll 
Call,  sponsored  tubercular  Christmas  Seal  sale,  and  started  a  Com¬ 
munity  Loan  Chest  with  the  U.  D.  C.’s  cooperating.  Articles  are 
kept  to  loan  for  temporary  use  in  case  of  sickness.  The  Sons  of 
the  American  Legion  were  organized  on  April  10. 

Lumberton  Unit  has  particularly  stressed  Child  Welfare  and 
Americanism  this  year.  Money  was  provided  for  a  tonsilar  operation 
for  a  child  of  an  ex-service  man.  A  luncheon  was  given  for  under¬ 
nourished  school  children.  A  certain  amount  each  month  was  given 
to  the  milk  fund  for  children  who  were  unable  to  have  milk  at  home. 
Flag  Study  Week  was  observed  and  the  Flag  Code  studied  in  six 
schools  in  and  near  Lumberton.  A  large  American  flag  was  given 
the  two  schools  making  the  highest  average.  Flags  have  been  dis¬ 
played  on  the  streets  on  patriotic  holidays.  Armistice  Day  was  ob¬ 
served  with  a  beautiful  and  touching  program  at  the  World  War 
monument  which  was  erected  by  the  Auxiliary.  This  Unit  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  three  war  orphans,  has  met  all  financial  obligations, 
and  has  given  membership  to  two  Gold  Star  Mothers. 

May  I  express  my  pride  in  the  work  done  by  the  four  District 
Committeewomen  in  the  Second  Area — Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris,  Seventh; 
Mrs.  Floyd  M.  Chadwick,  Third;  Mrs.  Robert  Stevens,  Sixth;  and 
Mrs.  Carl  Fitchett,  Tenth.  They  have  been  loyal  at  all  times  and 
for  their  splendid  cooperation  I  wish  to  thank  each  one  of  them.  I 
am  no  less  grateful  to  each  Unit  President  and  member  for  their 
fine  work  and  for  their  splendid  spirit  of  cooperation  throughout  the 
year.  Much  of  our  success  is  due  to  our  Department  President,  Mrs. 
Miller,  who  has  been  untiring  in  her  efforts  and  so  patient  at  all 
times,  ever  willing  to  aid  and  advise.  I  want  to  express  my  sincere 
gratitude  to  our  Department  Secretary,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll,  and 
to  Mrs.  Perry,  our  Vice-President,  for  their  valuable  assistance.  The 
year’s  work  has  been  an  inspiration  to  me  and  has  brought  me  closer 
to  the  ideals  and  aims  of  Auxiliary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  John  D.  Langston, 

Second  Area  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THIRD  AREA 

Your  Third  Area  Chairman  respectfully  submits  the 
following  report: 

This  Area  is  composed  of  the  Eighth,  Ninth,  Eleventh,  and 
Twelfth  Districts,  Mrs.  T.  G.  Stem,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Mooneyham,  Mrs. 
R.  R.  Blackburn,  and  Mrs.  George  Burkhead  being  Committeewomen 
of  the  respective  Districts  in  order  named. 

Our  Area  Conference  was  held  in  Sanford  the  first  part  of  April 
and  we  attempted  to  make  this  a  real  Unit  Conference,  giving  suf¬ 
ficient  time  for  detailed  reports  from  each  Unit  and  for  questions 
and  discussions  by  all  present.  Our  Department  President,  Mrs. 
Miller,  was  with  us  at  this  time,  also  Mrs.  Ed  Benbow,  our  Child 
Welfare  Chairman;  Mrs.  Claude  Bowers,  Legislative  Chairman,  and 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Jennette,  Third  Area  Americanism  Chairman.  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Judd  was  represented  by  Mrs.  Wade  Jones,  who  gave  a  report  on 
the  Education  of  World  War  Orphans.  These  various  chairmen 
and  officers  were  very  helpful  in  the  open  discussions  entered  into 
by  the  members  present.  These  meetings  are  in  my  opinion,  conducive 
to  lasting  results.  In  getting  ready  for  this  Area  Cofnerence  your 
Chairman  personally  wrote  88  letters,  sent  six  telegrams  and  two 
telephone  calls.  I  really  do  not  know  how  many  letters  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  during  the  year  to  further  work  of  the  Area,  the  above  number 
being  only  the  number  written  in  getting  ready  for  the  Conference, 
but  I  have  written  numerous  others. 

All  District  Committeewomen  report  having  visited  their  Units 
with  Mrs.  Miller,  our  President,  and  that  these  visits  were  of  great 
benefit  to  them  and  to  their  Units,  giving  them  new  inspiration  and 
courage  to  go  on  with  the  great  work. 

The  following  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  work  accomplished  or  the 
outstanding  feature  of  each  Unit: 

EIGHTH  DISTRICT 

Every  Unit  represented  at  Area  Conference  except  one  which 
sent  report — the  District  Committeewoman  also  being  present.  She 
reports  that  she  has  had  splendid  codperation  from  all  Units  in  her 
District. 

Durham’s  work  has  been  outstanding — their  musical  programs 
and  Rehabilitation  have  been  outstanding.  They  have  exceeded  their 
quota  and  met  all  obligations. 

Oxford  has  also  exceeded  its  quota.  Local  Rehabilitation  has  been 
their  outstanding  activity.  They  have  met  all  obligations. 

Henderson  is  especially  proud  of  its  Americanism  program.  They 
have  done  more  local  work  in  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation  than 
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ever  before.  They  have  also  exceeded  their  quota  and  met  all  obli¬ 
gations. 

Warrenton  has  been  especially  active  in  their  work  at  Oteen  and 
have  met  all  obligations. 

Chapel  Hill  has  worked  hard  on  membership  and  up  to  June  18 
had  a  membership  of  54.  In  their  report  dated  April  1  they  had  met 
all  obligations. 

NINTH  DISTRICT 

All  Units  represented  at  the  Area  Conference  except  two,  which 
sent  their  reports.  This  is  the  largest  District  in  the  Area,  and 
under  the  able  leadership  of  its  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Mooney- 
ham,  has  done  unusually  good  work. 

Franklinton,  the  baby  Unit  in  this  District,  exceeded  its  quota 
early  in  the  year  and  I  believe  the  very  best  sounding  part  of  their 
report  was  the  splendid  cooperation  with  the  Post  and  the  good  they 
are  doing  in  the  community. 

Siler  City  has  also  exceeded  its  quota  and  has  done  outstanding 
work  in  its  Memorial  program.  They  have  met  all  obligations. 

Sanford  has  exceeded  its  quota  in  membership  and  reports  hav¬ 
ing  met  all  obligations.  I  am  delighted  to  see  they  have  been  very 
active  in  their  prison  work. 

Fuquay  Springs  reports  36  members  as  of  June  18,  lacking  only 
two  of  equaling  last  year’s  membership.  They  report  a  keen  interest 
in  the  work;  of  the  Auxiliary  and  that  their  meetings  are  held  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  handbook.  They  report  having  met  all  obligations. 

Pittsboro  has  equalled  last  year’s  membership.  On  April  1  they 
had  met  all  obligations.  Their  outstanding  work  has  been  local  aid 
for  the  wife  of  a  man  at  Oteen. 

Wake  Forest  reports  that  as  their  Post  is  very  small  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  secure  a  large  number  of  members,  but  that  they  have 
worked  hard  on  membership.  Their  Americanism  program  is  good. 

Louisburg  has  equalled  last  year’s  membership  and  met  all  obli¬ 
gations.  It  is  proud  of  the  record  it  has  made  for  service  to  the 
veterans  in  the  county,  its  President  having  contacted  over  200  men 
in  the  county  since  the  first  of  the  year  in  an  effort  to  get  a  com¬ 
plete  survey  of  the  needs  of  the  disabled  and  their  children. 

Raleigh  is  the  largest  Unit  in  the  District  and  for  that  reason 
it  is  hard  for  them  to  meet  their  quota  in  membership.  However, 
they  have  made  a  strenuous  effort  and  have  been  rewarded  by  hav¬ 
ing  a  membership  equal  to  last  year’s.  Their  activities  are  so  numer¬ 
ous  it  is  hard  to  find  the  outstanding  one,  all  of  their  departments 
function  properly.  They  have  met  all  obligations.  They  have  the 
only  Junior  Auxiliary  in  this  District,  and  its  work  is  done  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Auxiliary  and  is  splendid. 
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ELEVENTH  DISTRICT 

Mrs.  R.  R.  Blackburn,  of  High  Point,  is  Committeewoman  in  this 
District.  Mrs.  Blackburn  has  had  two  deaths  in  her  immediate 
family  this  year,  which  has  made  it  impossible  for  her  to  do  the 
work  she  would  have  otherwise  done,  however,  her  District  makes  a 
good  showing. 

Greensboro  has  had  an  active  year  even  though  they  have  not 
been  able  to  meet  their  quota.  They  have  a  Junior  Auxiliary  which 
is  very  active  in  the  work  with  them.  Their  outstanding  work  seems 
to  be  in  Child  Welfare. 

Mebane  reports  having  paid  all  assessments  and  contributions  to 
other  funds.  They  have  not  been  able  to  reach  their  quota. 

Burlington  has  had  an  outstanding  year  of  work  in  their  Child 
Welfare  program.  They  report  having  paid  their  obligations,  al¬ 
though  they  have  not  been  able  to  meet  their  quota. 

High  Point  reports  all  assessments  paid  and  a  membership  equal 
to  last  year’s. 

Leaksville-Spray  reported  all  assessments  paid  except  part  of 
one.  A  new  Unit  has  also  been  organized  in  this  District — Reids- 
ville,  with  a  membership  of  16.  They  cooperated  with  the  Legion 
in  putting  on  the  poppy  sale. 

TWELFTH  DISTRICT 

Mrs.  George  Burkhead,  Committeewoman.  This  is  the  banner 
District  in  the  Area — every  Unit  in  the  District  having  received  a 
National  Citation  and  the  District  as  a  whole  having  exceeded  its 
quota  by  114.  Every  Unit  having  met  all  obligations  and  one  new 
Unit,  Carthage,  having  been  organized. 

Hamlet  has  done  outstanding  local  Rehabilitation  work  (I  won’t 
report  separately  on  membership  or  obligations  as  that  appears 
above) . 

Troy’s  main  project  has  been  a  playground.  They  were  also 
instrumental  in  securing  the  quota  of  the  county  for  the  C.  M.  T.  C. 

Ashboro  exceeded  its  1930  poppy  sale  by  250  poppies,  and  they 
have  also  begun  a  poppy  field. 

Southern  Pines  reports  a  general  activity. 

Wadesboro  has  done  splendid  local  work. 

Carthage,  a  new  Unit,  has  met  all  requirements  and  is  very  en¬ 
thusiastic  in  its  work. 

May  I  say  that  being  Area  Chairman  is  a  great  job  and  one  that 
is  well  worth  while,  but  having  splendid  District  Committeewomen 
who  whole-heartedly  put  themselves  into  the  work  as  mine  have  done 
in  this  Area  is  one-half  of  the  battle  and  the  other  half  is  the  co¬ 
operation  and  work  of  the  Unit  itself,  and  when  you  take  both  tied 
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together  by  the  Area  Chairman  and  hand  it  to  the  Department,  who 
holds  all  Areas,  Districts  and  Units  together,  they  all  make  some¬ 
thing  National  may  well  be  proud  to  claim. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gladys  Perry  (Mrs.  Hugh  W.), 

Third  Area  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  FOURTH  AREA 

Madam  President ,  Distinguished  Guests,  Members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary: 

As  Fourth  Division  Chairman,  I  submit  the  following  report: 

This  division  is  composed  of  the  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth 
and  Sixteenth  Districts,  with  23  Units. 

The  Division  Conference  was  held  in  Statesville,  N.  C.,  March  31, 
1931,  with  125  members  present.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  having 
as  speakers  for  the  meeting  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy 
J.  Miller,  also  Mrs.  Frederick  Williams,  of  New  York,  National 
Child  Welfare  Chairman. 

Winston-Salem  Unit  reports  Rehabilitation  has  been  their  out¬ 
standing  work.  Reports  show  they  have  spent  $459.72  in  actual 
cash.  During  the  months  of  November,  December,  January,  and 
February,  soup  was  served  ex-service  men  and  their  families  from 
one  of  the  member’s  home. 

Mount  Airy  has  reached  1931  membership  quota,  and  report  hos¬ 
pital  work  as  their  most  outstanding  work. 

Elkin,  a  new  Unit,  has  done  splendid  in  Rehabilitation  and  Child 
Welfare  work.  Also  furnished  a  room  in  their  new  hospital. 

China  Grove  has  reached  1931  membership  quota,  and  are  doing 
remarkable  work. 

i 

Salisbury  has  reached  1931  membership  quota,  and  reports  splen¬ 
did  community  programs. 

Kannapolis  has  1931  membership  quota,  and  reports  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  and  Child  Welfare  outstanding. 

Lexington  has  had  a  well-rounded  year  of  general  activity. 

Concord,  another  1931  membership  quota  Unit,  and  is  another 
Unit  doing  splendid  work. 

Monroe  has  reached  1931  membership  quota,  and  will  receive  $5 
in  gold  for  having  secured  the  greatest  number  of  members  between 
March  20  and  31. 

North  Wilkesboro  has  done  well  in  membership,  Americanism  and 
Child  Welfare,  also  Rehabilitation. 
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Statesville,  another  1931  membership  quota  Unit,  reports  Child 
Welfare  and  Rehabilitation  as  their  most  outstanding  work.  We 
feel  very  fortunate  in  having  our  flags  presented  to  us  by  one  of 
our  members. 

Mooresville  has  a  membership  equal  to  that  of  last  year,  and  re¬ 
ports  good  work. 

Taylorsville,  one  of  the  most  outstanding  Units  in  the  division, 
has  done  a  wonderful  work  in  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation. 
Was  around  the  first  to  double  their  membership. 

Newton  is  a  1931  membership  quota  Unit,  and  reports  splendid 
Rehabilitation  and  Chlid  Welfare  work.  This  Unit  has  given  fine 
cooperation  in  every  way  possible. 

Hickory,  another  1931  membership  quota  Unit.  They  report  re¬ 
markable  work  in  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare — featuring  es¬ 
pecially  hospital  work. 

Lincolnton  reports  splendid  work  in  Child  Welfare. 

Charlotte,  another  1931  membership  quota  Unit,  reports  a  well- 
rounded  year  of  general  activity.  Child  Welfare  has  been  their  most 
outstanding  work. 

Davidson  is  to  be  congratulated  for  its  splendid  community  pro¬ 
gram. 

Gastonia,  though  not  as  large  in  membership  as  last  year,  re¬ 
ports  a  splendid  year  of  activity,  especially  in  Child  Welfare  and 
Rehabilitation. 

Belmont  another  1931  membership  quota  Unit,  and  is  doing  100% 
cooperation  to  Department.  Rehabilitation  is  most  outstanding. 

Mount  Holly  reports  fine  work  in  local  welfare.  Their  meetings 
are  interesting  and  well-attended. 

Shelby  has  had  a  splendid  year  of  general  activity.  Fine  work 
in  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare  has  been  reported. 

Kings  Mountain  has  done  a  fine  work  in  Americanism,  placing 
1,000  Flag  Codes  in  their  town  and  rural  schools,  and  presenting  a 
framed  constitution  to  each  city  school. 

In  closing  my  report  I  want  to  thank  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hardin,  Jr., 
Mrs.  Harry  Mott,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Smither  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh,  Dis¬ 
trict  Committeewomen  in  my  division,  for  their  splendid  work  and 
cooperation.  To  them  is  due  the  credit  for  the  work  we  have  ac¬ 
complished. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ruby  F.  Johnson  (Mrs.  F.  L.), 

Fourth  Area  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  FIFTH  AREA 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

It  has  been  a  very  great  pleasure  to  have  served  as  your  Fifth 
Area  Chairman,  but  due  to  the  familiar  subject,  the  bank  closings, 
the  Fifth  Area  has  not  accomplished  all  the  work  we  had  planned 
for  the  year.  However,  the  Units  have  shown  a  fine  courage  to  carry 
on  despite  the  obstacles. 

On  April  1,  our  Area  Conference  was  held  in  Asheville  in  the 
American  Legion  Hall  at  the  County  Courthouse.  With  one  of  our 
largest  snow  storms  of  the  year  we  were  unable  to  have  all  Units 
represented.  Reports  were  brought  by  Presidents  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Gabe  H.  Croom,  Asheville;  Mrs.  W.  J.  Reese,  Hendersonville;  Mrs. 
K.  E.  Simpson,  Rutherf ordton ;  Mrs.  E.  B.  Camp,  Waynesville;  Mrs. 
W.  N.  Freel,  Canton.  District  Committeewomen  reports  from  Mrs. 
Harry  Baumgardner,  Eighteenth  District;  Mrs.  J.  C.  Guire,  Seven¬ 
teenth  District,  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Reese,  Nineteenth  District. 

Every  District  in  the  Fifth  Area  went  over  the  quota  in  mem¬ 
bership.  New  Units  organized  are  Canton,  Oteen,  Black  Mountain 
in  the  Eighteenth  District;  Hayesville  and  Bryson  City  in  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  District. 

All  Units  in  the  Fifth  Area  reported  splendid  work  being  dene, 
and  were  making  great  progress  in  Child  Welfare  and  Hospital  work. 

We  had  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  having  Mrs.  Fred  C.  Williams, 
National  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  and  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  our 
Department  President,  as  chief  guests  for  the  day.  Mrs.  Williams 
spoke  on  the  special  objectives  of  the  Auxiliary  for  1931;  Mrs.  Miller 
discussed  the  work  of  the  State  Department  in  trying  to  do  its  aims 
and  hopes. 

Following  the  morning  session  the  ladies  were  guests  at  Battery 
Park  Hotel  where  luncheon  was  served.  The  party  motored  to  Oteen 
Hospital  after  the  luncheon  and  visited  “the  boys/’  giving  them  words 
of  encouragement  and  expressing  a  desire  to  be  of  all  assistance  pos¬ 
sible  to  make  them  comfortable  and  happy. 

With  appreciation  for  the  interest  and  cooperation  by  our  Presi¬ 
dent  and  the  splendid  work  of  the  Units,  this  report  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

(Mrs.)  Maude  H.  Barrett, 

Fifth  Area  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Perry  presiding:  The  Chairmen  of  Standing 
Committees  have  done  such  splendid  work  this  year  and 
have  been  so  diligent  I  feel  that  you  should  meet  them 
and  know  who  they  are.  Their  reports  have  not  been 
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mimeographed  as  formerly  because  of  economic  reasons, 
but  they  will  be  incorporated  in  the  minutes,  which  we 
hope  to  have  in  your  hands  as  early  as  possible  after  the 
Convention.  These  chairmen  will  probably  have  a  few 
words  to  say  to  you: 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Americanism ;  Mrs.  Frank  L. 
Johnson,  Rehabilitation;  Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick,  Unit  Ac¬ 
tivities  and  Community  Service;  Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Claverie, 
Hospital  Chairman  and  Service  Worker. 

Madam,  President,  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

The  problem  of  constructive  aid  to  the  families  of  the  Veterans 
who  are  being  hospitalized  in  our  government  hospitals  is  very  im¬ 
portant.  Each  year  the  load  becomes  greater;  and  we  urge  our 
chairmen  to  attend  the  Welfare  Conferences  of  other  organizations, 
thereby  doing  away  with  over-lapping  and  duplication  of  this  im¬ 
portant  relief  work. 

We  have  numerous  calls  from  patients  in  the  United  States  Vet¬ 
erans’  Hospital  at  Oteen,  North  Carolina,  for  temporary  aid  for 
their  families  until  the  patient  receives  his  disability  allowance,  which 
in  some  cases  requires  several  months.  Patients  not  eligible  for  the 
disability  allowance — not  having  the  required  ninety  days’  service — 
their  families  must  in  some  cases  receive  assistance  during  the  entire 
period  of  the  Veteran’s  hospitalization. 

A  Service  Worker’s  duties  cannot  always  be  put  down  in  a  list 
or  defined.  The  most  important  is  the  personal  contact,  and  getting 
first-hand  information  from  the  patient  regarding  his  family,  which 
is  accomplished  immediately  after  admission  to  the  United  States 
Veterans’  Hospital  at  Oteen,  North  Carolina,  through  the  form  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  hospital.  This  has  proved  a  valuable  aid  in  handling 
the  problems  of  the  families.  The  patient  is  contacted  on  the  Re¬ 
ceiving  Ward,  and  a  complete  history  of  home  conditions  is  obtained. 
These  cases  are  referred  to  the  State  Department  Child  Welfare 
Chairman,  of  which  the  patient  is  a  resident.  Also  a  report  is 
requested. 

The  following  95  cases  have  been  referred  to  the  various  depart¬ 
ments  for  investigation.  Reports  on  all  cases  have  been  received 
with  the  exception  of  those  mentioned  as  pending. 

Twenty-two  cases  of  North  Carolina  families  were  referred  to  our 
Department  Chairman  of  Child  Welfare,  Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow.  Reports 
on  all  cases  were  received  with  the  exception  of  two,  which  are 
pending.  These  cases  were  contacted  by  either  Department  Chair¬ 
man  Child  Welfare,  Units  or  other  welfare  agencies. 
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Cases  were  referred  to  other  departments  as  follows: 

Ten  to  the  Department  of  South  Carolina,  two  cases  are  pending; 
eight  to  the  Department  of  Georgia;  ten  to  the  Department  of  Ala¬ 
bama;  seven  to  the  Department  of  Virginia;  four  to  the  Department 
of  West  Virginia;  one  to  the  Department  of  Rhode  Island;  four, 
including  one  colored,  to  the  Department  of  Tennessee;  two  are 
pending.  Nine  to  the  Department  of  Florida;  two  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Alabama;  one  is  pending.  Five  to  the  Asheville  Unit;  one 
to  the  Department  of  New  Jersey;  seven  to  the  Department  of  New 
York;  one  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  two  to  the  Department  of  Mary¬ 
land;  one  case  is  pending. 

Two  cases  of  North  Carolina  families,  whose  husbands  were 
patients  in  the  United  States  Naval  Hospital,  Portsmouth,  Va.,  were 
referred  to  Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Department  Chairman  Rehabilita¬ 
tion,  for  investigation. 

Arranged  for  X-ray  for  wife  of  critically  ill  patient  through  the 
Department  of  Georgia. 

Secured  copy  of  marriage  certificate  for  wife  of  critically  ill 
patient  from  Clerk  of  Court  of  Tennessee. 

Collected  $250  railroad  insurance  indemnity  for  critically  ill 
patient. 

Arranged  transportation  for  patient  to  Cashiers,  N.  C.,  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  C.  W.  Francy  Post. 

Was  instrumental  in  arranging  hospitalization  for  three  patients. 
One  South  Carolina  (emergency)  ;  two  local  emergency  cases,  in¬ 
cluding  one  mental. 

Arranged  charity  rate  for  wives  of  patients  to  the  following 
cities:  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  Chicago,  Ill. 

Transportation,  board  and  lodging  for  wife  of  critically  ill  Georgia 
patient  were  arranged  through  the  courtesy  of  the  C.  W.  Francy 
Post. 

I  have  had  numerous  requests  from  patients  desiring  houses  or 
apartments  for  their  families,  either  at  Oteen  or  in  Asheville.  These 
requests  have  always  received  satisfactory  attention.  Hotel  and 
boarding  house  accommodations  have  been  arranged  for  relatives  of 
patients,  also. 

Advised  a  patient  (colored)  to  change  beneficiary  of  his  adjusted 
compensation  to  his  two  small  children  (illegitimate).  The  ward 
surgeon  and  myself  were  witnesses  to  the  transaction. 

Personal  loans  have  been  made  to  patients  who  have  left  the 
hospital  without  funds.  All  loans  have  been  returned  to  me  with 
the  exception  of  one. 

Numerous  letters  have  been  written  for  seriously  and  critically 
ill  patients  to  relatives,  also  for  patients  who  unfortunately  are  un¬ 
able  to  read  and  write. 
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Your  Service  Worker  was  instrumental  in  arranging  for  a  visit 
to  the  patients  by  Babe  Ruth  and  Lou  Gehrig  (baseball  celebrities) 
during  their  stay  in  Asheville.  Reporters  from  our  local  papers, 
also  photographers  and  representatives  from  our  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  accompanied  them  on  their  visit  to  the  hospital. 

Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in  Charge,  greeted  the  party 
upon  their  arrival,  also  escorted  and  introduced  them  to  the  patients 
on  the  various  wards.  This  was  just  another  great  day  at  Oteen. 

Sixty-four  thousand  sheets  of  stationery  and  20,000  envelopes, 
furnished  by  the  Department,  have  been  distributed  to  the  patients. 
“They  like  the  American  Legion  stationery.” 

Arranged  transportation  to  Oteen  for  wife  of  critically  ill  patient 
through  Henderson  Unit. 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  Central  Fund  voucher  from  our 
Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer  each  month,  it  is  deposited  and 
prorated  to  the  uncompensated  patients  at  Oteen.  A  monthly  report 
is  sent  to  our  Department  President  as  soon  as  the  task  is  completed. 

A  list  of  Florida  uncompensated  patients  is  furnished  each  month 
to  the  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  Florida.  Upon  re¬ 
ceipt  of  their  voucher,  $2.00  is  prorated  each  month  to  Florida 
patients.  They  are  also  requested  to  make  a  personal  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  same. 

Your  Service  Worker  assisted  two  Asheville  Veterans,  who  had 
lost  their  discharges,  in  filling  out  forms,  which  enabled  them  to 
secure  copies  of  their  discharges  from  the  Adjutant  of  War  De¬ 
partment. 

Many  acts  of  service  have  been  cheerfully  performed  to  the  pa¬ 
tients,  also  to  members  of  their  families,  and  which  are  of  too  per¬ 
sonal  a  nature  to  be  mentioned  in  this  report. 

Personal  shopping  for  the  patients  is  always  gladly  done. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  C.  W.  Francy  Post,  and 
the  Legion  Service  Officer,  Mr.  Carl  Muschette,  for  their  fine  co¬ 
operation.  In  cases  where  relatives  of  critically  ill  patients  come  to 
the  hospital  and  are  without  funds  to  defray  their  necessary  ex¬ 
penses,  they  always  come  to  our  rescue. 

I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Ed.  Benbow, 
Department  Chairman  Child  Welfare,  and  Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  De¬ 
partment  Chairman  Rehabilitation,  for  their  fine  cooperative  spirit 
manifested  in  handling  the  cases  referred  to  them  by  me. 

I  feel  this  report  is  incomplete  without  a  word  of  tribute  to  the 
personnel  of  the  United  States  Veterans’  Hospital,  Oteen,  N.  C.  As 
the  representative  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  American 
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Legion  Auxiliary  in  this  hospital,  it  has  been  a  privilege  and  a 
pleasure  to  have  been  associated  with  “this  great  hospital  family.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Marthe  F.  Claverie  (Mrs.  J.  S.), 

Service  Worker. 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Bowers,  Legislation;  Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace, 
Poppy;  Mrs.  Walter  Craven,  National  Defense;  Mrs.  C. 
P.  Andrew,  Membership;  Miss  Julia  McNeill,  Junior 
Auxiliary,  were  presented. 

Each  Chairman  acknowledged  the  introduction  with 
a  few  words  or  a  short  statistical  report. 

We  will  now  hear  the  report  of  the  Chairman  of  Edu¬ 
cation  of  World  War  Orphans — Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

The  first  attempt  at  the  education  of  war  orphans  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  has  been  one 
of  splendid  achievements.  “Nothing  is  too  good  for  the  child;  no 
thought  too  deep;  no  toil  too  great;  no  work  too  arduous,  for  the 
welfare  of  the  children  of  our  land  assures  happier  homes,  better 
society  and  a  perpetuity  of  American  institutions.”  Keeping  this  in 
mind  we  have  worked  together,  from  sea  coast  to  mountain  top  and 
made  it  possible  for  our  orphan  boys  and  girls  to  continue  their 
education  in  universities  and  colleges. 

The  first  thing  we  did  was  to  make  a  survey  through  question¬ 
naires  of  our  100  orphans  between  the  ages  of  18  and  21  years.  This 
gave  us  a  true  status  of  those  boys  and  girls  who  finished  high 
school  in  June  and  wish  to  enter  college  in  September. 

Your  Department  Chairman  has  contacted  the  eight  boys  and 
girls  who  expressed  a  desire  to  go  to  college,  and  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  four  to  enter  the  universities  and  colleges  of  their 
choice.  The  others  will  be  arranged  for  by  the  time  the  schools  open. 

During  the  last  days  of  our  long  assembled  Legislature,  we  were 
successful  in  getting  a  law  enacted,  giving  scholarships  in  all  North 
Carolina  educational  institutions  of  higher  learning,  to  all  compen¬ 
sated  war  orphans  in  North  Carolina. 

We  obtained  ten  scholarships  in  universities  and  colleges,  which 
are  being  used  to  help  our  non-compensated  boys  and  girls  get  an 
education. 

Yet,  with  this  much  done,  we  found  ourselves  confronted  with 
another  problem:  that  of  not  being  able  to  help  those  boys  and  girls 
who  are  pursuing  an  education  in  schools  out  of  North  Carolina, 
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where  no  financial  help  is  given  war  orphans.  After  receiving  sev¬ 
eral  requests  to  borrow  money,  in  order  to  finish  in  such  schools,  our 
Department  decided  to  establish  a  Student  Loan  Fund  in  memory  of 
a  deceased  Department  President,  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Department  of  North  Carolina.  This  Loan  Fund  is  to  be  known  as 
“The  Nannie  W.  Norfleet  Education  Fund”  (a  memorial  to  Mrs. 
James  K.  Norfleet).  It  is  to  be  a  revolving  fund  to  which  Units  and 
friends  may  donate  such  sums  as  they  may  see  fit.  It  has  been 
incorporated  with  $411.50  paid  into  the  Department  treasury. 

All  that  has  been  accomplished  in  this  Department  for  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  our  boys  and  girls  is  due  to  the  hearty  support  of  our 
Department  President,  Mrs.  Miller,  Unit  Presidents,  Education  Chair¬ 
men  and  members  of  the  Auxiliary;  and  it  is  to  you,  I  extend  my 
sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  of  having  had  the  privilege  and 
pleasure  of  serving  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  P.  Judd  (Mrs.  E.  C.), 

Department  Chairman  Education  of  War  Orphans. 

Mrs.  Miller  in  the  chair :  Mrs.  George  Iseley,  Finance 
Chairman,  will  give  her  report. 

FINANCE  REPORT 

The  word  “finance”  is  one  that  we  have  all  dread  to  hear  this 
year  as  the  depression  seems  to  have  been  keenly  felt  by  most  of  our 
Units. 

When  the  Finance  Committee  held  its  first  meeting  in  Charlotte 
in  October,  just  previous  to  the  first  Executive  Board  meeting,  we 
tried  in  every  way  to  economize  in  the  budget  without  impairing  the 
efficiency  of  the  work  of  our  organization  and  the  budget  so  prepared 
was,  after  thorough  discussion,  adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Three  other  meetings  of  the  Finance  Committee  have  been  held 
during  the  year  in  Raleigh,  Greensboro  and  Morehead  City.  At  each 
meeting  the  accounts  of  the  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
have  been  carefully  examined  and  the  committee  wishes  to  commend 
Mrs.  Carroll  on  the  efficiency  of  her  work.  Under  Mrs.  Miller’s  wise 
guidance  the  funds  of  the  Auxiliary  are,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  in 
most  excellent  shape  and  the  Department  has  lived  within  its  budget. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  the  satisfactory  condition  of  Department 
finances  is  due  the  individual  Units,  who,  with  few  exceptions,  have 
met  their  obligations  and  have  contributed  to  the  voluntary  funds. 
The  small  Units  were  particularly  prompt  in  their  payments. 

There  are  two  voluntary  contributions  for  which  the  Units  are 
asked  that  are  not  receiving  the  support  from  the  Units  that  they 
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deserve.  These  are  Department  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare. 
These  are  particularly  important  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  are 
funds  from  which  you  may  ask  assistance  in  case  your  Unit  has 
unexpected  emergencies  arise. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  non-compensated  men  at 
Oteen  has  greatly  decreased  we  feel  that  the  Units  can  well  divert 
one-third  of  their  Central  Fund  contributions  to  Department  Re¬ 
habilitation  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  asked  the  Executive  Committee  to 
cut  the  Service  Worker  Assessment  from  twenty-five  cents  per  mem¬ 
ber,  based  on  last  year’s  membership  to  twenty  cents  per  member 
based  on  1931  membership  and  this  change  has  been  duly  adopted 
by  unanimous  vote.  This  reduction  has  been  made  possible  by  our 
increase  in  membership. 

Through  our  questionnaire  we  hoped  to  gain  helpful  money  mak¬ 
ing  information  from  the  Units  to  pass  on  to  others,  but  only  64 
Units  answered  the  questionnaire  and  not  one  outlined  their  best 
money-making  project  as  requested.  Several  mentioned  ways  with¬ 
out  giving  an  outline  of  the  activity  but  the  names  may  suggest  a 
plan  to  you — home  talent  plays  put  on  by  a  professional  coach,  booth 
at  fair,  a  dance,  a  card  party,  civic  club  meals,  sponsoring  demonstra¬ 
tions,  hostesses  for  business  openings,  a  fashion  show,  Saturday  food 
sales,  and  a  magazine  and  Christmas  card  agency. 

In  conclusion,  the  Department  Finance  Committee  recommends  to 
the  Units  that  they  select  their  Finance  Committee  with  care  and 
make  sure  they  have  a  perfect  understanding  of  the  various  Depart¬ 
ment  Funds,  both  voluntary  funds  and  obligations,  and  that  they 
will  arrange  to  meet  them  promptly.  Your  Department  Finance 
Committee  is  always  ready  to  help. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Florence  B.  Iseley,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Iseley:  I  move  the  adoption  of  this  report. 
Seconded  by  Mrs.  McGeachy.  Motion  carried. 

Mrs.  Miller:  We  should  thank  Mrs.  Iseley  for  the 
splendid  way  she  has  worked  out  these  reports  and  sub¬ 
mitted  a  new  scale  for  the  units  to  contribute  to  the 
Central  Fund,  and  the  Service  Worker’s  Assessment. 

Mrs.  Cabell  Young,  Publicity  Chairman,  and  Mrs. 
John  Kilgo,  Radio  Chairman,  were  not  present  but  Mrs. 
Miller  read  a  small  portion  of  each  report. 
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Mrs.  J.  D.  Robinson,  president  of  Wallace  Unit,  pre¬ 
sented  to  Mrs.  Miller  charter  application,  membership 
application  blanks,  dues,  etc.,  for  the  Wallace  Unit  No.  156. 

Mrs.  Miller:  I  am  very  happy  to  receive  your  charter 
application  at  this  particular  time.  Thank  you  so  much. 
This  unit  makes  100  in  the  Department. 

Mrs.  Perry  in  the  chair :  May  I  ask  that  a  page 
escort  Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchinson,  North  Carolina  State  Service 
Officer,  to  the  platform? 

We  are  very  glad  to  have  Mr.  Hutchinson  with  us.  He 
has  been  a  great  help  in  every  way  in  carrying  on  our 
work  for  the  ex-service  men  in  North  Carolina.  I  wish 
I  had  time  to  tell  you  of  many  cases  in  Franklin  County 
he  has  helped  me  with  and  how  diligently  he  has  worked 
on  them.  Mr.  Hutchinson,  we  are  indeed  glad  to  have 
you  with  us. 

Mr.  Hutchinson: 

Mrs.  Perry  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

I  wish  to  leave  with  you  two  thoughts.  First,  the  importance  of 
membership  in  both  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary.  If  you  have  been  reading  the  daily  papers  and  magazines 
with  care,  you  have  seen  many  articles  making  an  attack  upon  Vet¬ 
erans’  relief  politicians  and  monied  interests  are  waging  a  deter¬ 
mined  fight  and  poisoning  the  minds  of  members  of  Congress  against 
World  War  Veterans.  They  not  only  are  opposed  to  additional  legis¬ 
lation  for  Veterans’  relief,  but  are  striving  to  take  away  those  bene¬ 
fits  which  Congress  has  already  given.  The  coming  session  of  Con¬ 
gress  promises  to  present  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  determined 
fights  against  our  disabled.  I  urge  you  not  only  to  pay  your  own 
dues  but  see  that  others  join  the  ranks. 

My  second  thought  is  Rehabilitation.  Six  years  ago  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Legislature  created  a  Division  of  Service  to  World  War  Vet¬ 
erans.  During  the  five  years  that  I  have  had  active  charge  of  this 
work,  we  have  handled  approximately  ten  thousand  claims,  or  one- 
half  of  the  total  number  of  claims  handled  through  the  Charlotte 
Regional  Office,  which  has  been  in  operation  for  approximately  twelve 
years.  Last  year  we  were  interested  in  a  fraction  more  than  37% 
of  all  adjusted  claims  effected  through  the  Charlotte  office.  It  is 
important  that  some  one  who  is  familiar  with  the  laws,  regulations 
and  procedure  be  stationed  at  or  near  the  Regional  Office.  As  an 
example,  three  men  came  together  to  our  office  recently  asking  for 
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benefits.  Through  our  efforts,  one  veteran’s  compensation  was  in¬ 
creased  $10,  another  $11  and  the  third  $12  per  month.  These  three 
cases,  coming  together  are  used  as  an  example  of  the  importance  of 
having  some  one  on  hand  who  is  familiar  with  the  work.  As  I  have 
said  to  you  before,  we  are  always  busy  but  never  too  busy  to  answer 
your  questions.  Whenever  you  have  a  problem  case,  send  it  to  the 
office  and  we  will  give  you  our  best  service.  We  make  no  distinction 
between  race,  color,  creed,  financial  or  social  position.  Our  work  is 
one  of  service  and  it  gives  us  pleasure  when  we  have  been  of  help 
to  a  veteran  or  his  dependent. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
for  the  splendid  and  wonderful  cooperation  that  you  good  women 
have  accorded  me  during  my  five  years’  of  service. 

Mrs.  Perry:  I  am  sure  you  have  all  enjoyed  hearing 
Mr.  Hutchinson.  He  informs  me  he  will  remain  in  the 
ante-room  for  a  while  when  he  leaves  the  room  and  will 
be  glad  to  advise  you  regarding  any  cases  you  might 
have,  or  be  interested  in. 

Mrs.  Miller  in  the  chair:  Will  the  pages  escort  the 
guests,  Mr.  J.  S.  Pittman,  and  Colonel  Dallas  Smith,  to 
the  platform? 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  present  to  you  Mr.  J.  S. 
Pittman,  the  Regional  Manager,  Veterans’  Administration, 
Charlotte,  N.  C.  There  has  never  been  a  time  during  the 
year  when  Mr.  Pittman  has  been  called  upon  to  secure 
hospitalization  for  any  veteran  who  needed  it,  that  the 
request  did  not  receive  his  immediate  attention.  We  are 
so  happy  to  have  him  with  us  this  morning. 

Mr.  Pittman: 

Thank  you  very  much,  Mrs.  Miller.  I  am  very  glad  to  be  here 
and  consider  it  an  honor  to  have  the  privilege.  It  is  nice  to  see  so 
many  people  with  whom  I  have  corresponded  so  long.  It  has  been 
a  great  pleasure  to  serve  each  of  you  and  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to 
help  the  Auxiliary  in  any  way  possible.  I  sincerely  hope  that  you 
will  not  hesitate  to  call  on  me  at  any  time. 

Mrs.  Miller:  Not  very  long  ago  it  was  my  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  go  to  Augusta  and  I  met  while  there  Colonel 
Dallas  Smith  who  represents  General  Hines  in  that  Di- 
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vision.  It  is  with  pleasure  I  present  to  you  Colonel  Dallas 
Smith. 

Colonel  Smith  expressed  his  pleasure  in  being  able  to 
attend  this  convention  and  thanked  the  Auxiliary  for 
the  great  work  it  is  doing  at  Oteen  and  elsewhere  and 
remarked  that  the  problems  which  confronted  the  North 
Carolina  Department  were  about  to  be  solved.  He  stated 
that  North  Carolina  was  very  fortunate  in  having  Mrs. 
Miller  as  its  leader  this  year,  that  she  had  made  good  in 
a  big  way  and  had  represented  North  Carolina  with 
credit  to  the  Department  and  to  herself. 

At  this  time  the  official  Legion  Band  from  Winston- 
Salem  played  several  selections.  Mrs.  Miller  thanked 
them  for  coming  and  expressed  the  appreciation  of  the 
entire  Auxiliary. 

The  Chair:  Will  the  pages  escort  Commander  John¬ 
ston  and  Adjutant  Caldwell  to  the  platform? 

The  Commander  and  Adjutant  of  the  American  Legion 
have  cooperated  with  the  Department  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  in  every  way  possible — always  willing 
and  ready  to  help  whenever  they  could.  When  the  banks 
failed  at  Oteen,  the  Legion  helped  with  the  Central  Fund 
at  Christmas;  when  we  started  making  the  poppies  there 
were  no  stronger  advocates  of  our  project  than  our  De¬ 
partment  Commander  and  Adjutant.  It  is  with  pleasure 
I  present  the  Department  Commander,  Mr.  Johnston. 
Commander  Johnston: 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

I  did  not  come  to  make  a  speech,  I  came  to  express  to  Mrs.  Miller, 
your  faithful  President,  my  appreciation  for  the  cooperation  which 
your  Auxiliary  has  given  the  American  Legion,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  this  year. 

The  Auxiliary  has  done  and  is  doing  wonderful  work.  Your  pro¬ 
gram  on  behalf  of  the  disabled  and  their  dependents  will  stack  up 
favorably  with  that  of  any  Department. 

The  accomplishments  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  this  year 
has  inspired  the  Legion  to  broaden  its  program  of  Legion  activities. 
Words  are  inadequate  to  properly  express  to  you  my  appreciation 
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of  the  splendid  cooperation  and  support  which  the  Legion  has  re¬ 
ceived  again  from  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  It  has  been  a 
real  pleasure  for  us  to  likewise  cooperate  in  every  possible  way  with 
the  Auxiliary  which  has  made  such  splendid  progress  in  membership 
and  in  service  under  the  leadership  of  your  Department  President, 
Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller. 

It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  be  here  today — an  honor  which  I  assure 
you  is  truly  appreciated.  Our  Convention,  as  you  know,  is  in  full 
swing  and  we  must  be  getting  back,  but  I  am  glad  to  have  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  each  of  you  personally  for  the  splendid  co¬ 
operation  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  in  North  Carolina  this 
year. 

Mrs.  Miller:  Commander  Johnston,  we  appreciate 
your  words  of  commendation.  Many  of  you  know  that 
the  Department  Adjutant  is  one  of  the  best  and  most 
helpful  friends  the  Auxiliary  has,  and  I  want  to  present 
to  you,  Mr.  Jim  Caldwell. 

Mr.  Caldwell: 

Madam  President,  Comrades,  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

No  one  could  possibly  hope  for  any  better  or  finer  cooperation 
than  the  American  Legion  Department  of  North  Carolina  has  had 
this  year  from  your  Department  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller, 
and  from  all  other  officials  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  in  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina. 

The  wonderful  work  which  the  Auxiliary  has  done  and  is  doing, 
is  a  constant  inspiration  to  the  American  Legion.  We  want  you  to 
know  that  the  Legion  knows  of  and  properly  appreciates  the  splendid 
cooperation  of  its  Auxiliary,  and  also  that  the  Legion  rejoices  with 
you  in  your  success. 

Our  Convention  program  is  moving  along  more  rapidly  than  was 
anticipated.  The  various  committees  are  even  now  making  their 
reports.  It  looks  as  if  the  Legion  Convention  will  get  to  the  election 
of  officers  before  or  shortly  afternoon.  Therefore,  we  hope  you  will 
pardon  Con  and  me  for  rushing  back  to  the  Legion  Convention.  We 
sincerely  appreciate  the  honor  and  the  privilege  of  being  here.  Thank 
you. 

Mrs.  Miller:  We  certainly  do  thank  you  both  for 
coming.  I  know  you  boys  want  to  get  back  to  the  Legion 
meeting  so  we  are  going  to  excuse  you. 
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Mr.  Silverman  represents  the  D.  A.  V.  We  are  always 
happy  to  have  a  word  from  the  boys  who  have  been  at 
Oteen. 

Mr.  Silverman  said  a  few  words  to  the  Convention — 
stating  that  he  was  a  patient  in  the  hospital  at  Oteen 
for  four  and  a  half  years  and  if  there  was  any  pleas¬ 
ure  at  all  in  being  there,  it  was  through  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary.  He  asked  for  the  cooperation  of  the 
Auxiliary  in  connection  with  the  D.  A.  V.  for-get-me-not 
sale,  explaining  that  25  per  cent  of  said  annual  sale 
would  go  to  the  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Miller:  Another  unexpected  pleasure  has  come 
to  us  in  having  with  us  the  Service  Officer  of  the  Legion 
at  Oteen,  Mr.  Karl  Muschette. 

Mr.  Muschette: 

I  want  to  thank  you  ladies  of  the  Auxiliary  on  the  very  fine 
work  you  are  doing,  and  especially  around  Oteen  and  vicinity.  I  am 
particularly  interested  in  that  place  and  the  work  the  Auxiliary  is 
doing  and  you  should  be  commended  for  it.  It  is  my  opinion  and 
the  people  of  our  town  that  Miss  Louise  Reinhardt,  our  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  worker,  is  one  of  the  very  finest  women  and  characters  we  have 
ever  known.  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  and  the  Post’s  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  great  work  she  is  doing  in  our  vicinity.  I  did  not 
know  that  I  was  to  be  called  upon  to  make  a  speech — and  as  this  is 
so  unexpected — I  just  want  to  bring  greetings  from  the  C.  W. 
Francy  Post  at  Oteen.  I  thank  you  and  wish  for  your  Auxiliary 
continued  success. 

Mrs.  Miller:  We  thank  you  and  appreciate  your 
gratitude.  We  know  Miss  Reinhardt  deserves  all  the 
praise  you  have  given  her. 

Mrs.  Rose  Gilmore,  National  Vice-President  of  the 
Southern  Division,  was  to  address  us  but  Mrs.  Gilmore  is 
ill  and  has  sent  a  message  expressing  her  regret  at  not 
being  able  to  meet  with  us. 

Mrs.  Vass  moved  that  a  message  be  sent  to  Mrs. 
Gilmore  expressing  our  regret  that  she  could  not  be  with 
us  at  our  Convention.  Seconded  by  Mrs.  Karesh.  Motion 
carried. 
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Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Second  Vice-President,  in  the 
chair:  Will  the  pages  please  distribute  the  reports  show¬ 
ing  the  delegate  strength  of  the  Convention? 

We  will  now  have  the  Roll  Call  of  Units  by  the 
Secretary. 

It  is  now  time  for  the  Credentials  report.  Mrs. 
George  Burkhead,  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  will  make 
the  report. 

Madam  President : 

The  Credentials  Committee  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 


report : 

Active  Units  in  the  Department _ 100 

Units  represented  at  the  Convention _  68 

Delegates  registered  _ 151 

Alternates  registered  _  28 

National  Officers  _  1 

Department  Officers  _  6 

District  Committeewomen  _  13 

Number  of  authorized  votes _ 372 

Visitors  registered  _ 121 

Pages  _  10 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Mrs.  George  Burkhead,  Chairman, 
Mrs.  Raymond  Moore, 

Miss  Julia  McNeill, 

Miss  Bernice  Turner, 

Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll. 

Mrs.  Burkhead:  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  re¬ 
port. 

Mrs.  Johnson:  If  there  is  no  objection  this  report 
will  stand  as  read. 

We  will  now  have  five  minutes  caucus  of  the  districts. 

It  is  now  time  for  election  of  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee. 

The  following  were  nominated : 


Mrs.  Raymond  Moore _  1st  District 

Mrs.  Wm.  Rodman _  2nd  District 

Miss  Gertie  Mathews _  3rd  District 

Mrs.  N.  Y.  Chambliss _  5th  District 
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Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Miss 

Mrs. 

Miss 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 


Mark  Lassiter _ 

T.  J.  Gause _ 

Claude  Bowers _ 

E.  C.  Judd _ 

Herbert  Taylor _ 

Lewis  Teague _ 

Geroge  Burk"head  . 

Nannie  Dodson _ 

Bob  Yancey _ 

Bernice  Turner _ 

Walter  Craven _ 

Harry  Bomberger 


....  6th 

7th 

_  8th 

_  9th 

....  10th 
....  11th 
.._  12th 
...  13th 
...  14th 
_  15th 
...  16th 
...  18th 


District 

District 

District 

District 

District 

District 

District 

District 

District 

District 

District 

District 


Miss  Bernice  Turner,  Mrs.  Chas.  W.  Washington  and 
Mrs.  Lee  Frans  were  appointed  tellers.  Miss  Turner  being 
chairman,  and  after  counting  the  votes  as  cast,  she  an¬ 
nounced  the  following  as  constituting  the  nominating 
committee.  They  received  the  highest  number  in  the  order 
named : 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Chairman, 

Mrs.  Walter  Craven, 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd, 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Bowers, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Rodman. 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  receiving  the  highest  number 
of  votes,  was  named  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley  moved  that  nomination  of  all 
officers  shall  be  made  from  the  floor  and  the  vote  taken 
by  roll  call  as  is  done  by  the  Legion.  If  there  is  only  one 
nominee,  upon  motion  duly  carried,  the  Secretary  may 
cast  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Convention.  These  elec¬ 
tion  rules  shall  be  effective  at  the  1932  Convention. 

Florence  B.  Iseley, 

Byrd  Vass, 

Announcements:  Miss  Nannie  Dodson  announced 
that  the  Nominating  Committee  was  invited  to  a  special 
luncheon  to  be  held  in  the  Methodist  Church  Sunday 
School  rooms. 
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Mrs.  Johnson:  Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick,  Chairman  of  the 
Resolutions  Committee,  will  make  her  report. 

SUGGESTED  RESOLUTIONS 

Whereas,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  created  a  Com¬ 
mission  to  arrange  a  fitting  nation-wide  observance  of  the  Two  Hun¬ 
dredth  Anniversary  of  the  birth  of  George  Washington  in  1932,  and 

Whereas,  the  Commission  so  created,  composed  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  four  members  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  four  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
eight  citizens  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  is 
charged  with  the  duty  of  planning  and  directing  the  celebration,  and 

Whereas,  the  high  purpose  of  the  event  is  to  commemorate  the 
life,  character  and  achievements  of  the  most  illustrious  citizen  of 
our  Republic  and  to  give  every  man,  woman  and  child  living  under 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  an  opportunity  to  take  part  in  the  celebration 
which  will  be  outstanding  in  the  world’s  history,  and 

Whereas,  the  United  States  George  Washington  Bicentennial  Com¬ 
mission,  desiring  the  full  cooperation  of  the  people  in  the  United 
States  has  extended  a  most  cordial  and  urgent  invitation  to  our 
organization  to  participate  in  the  celebration,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  does  hereby  endorse  the  program  of  observance  of 
the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  birth  of  George  Washington, 
to  take  place  in  1932;  accept  with  appreciation,  the  invitation  of  the 
George  Washington  Bicentennial  Commission,  and  pledge  this  organ¬ 
ization  to  extend  earnest  cooperation  to  the  United  States  Commis¬ 
sion  in  all  possible  ways,  so  that  future  generations  of  American 
citizens  may  be  inspired  to  live  according  to  the  example  and  pre¬ 
cepts  of  Washington’s  exalted  life  and  character,  and  thus  perpetuate 
the  American  Republic,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  this  resolution  be  incorporated  in  the  official  pro¬ 
ceeding  of  this  meeting  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  transmitted  to  the 
United  States  George  Washington  Bicentennial  Commission,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C. 


RESOLUTION 

Whereas,  it  has  come  to  the  attention  of  The  American  Legion 
and  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  throughout  the  states  of  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Alabama,  that 
on  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  1931,  the  American  Red  Cross  is 
to  withdraw  all  of  its  recreational  personnel,  also  the  funds  that 
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have  been  supplied  in  the  past  for  the  use  by  the  recreational  per¬ 
sonnel  at  the  various  Veterans’  Bureau  Hospitals  throughout  the 
above  mentioned  states;  which  program  we  understand  is  also  being 
followed  throughout  the  entire  United  States,  and 

Whereas,  the  good  that  has  been  accomplished  by  the  American 
Red  Cross  in  the  past  13  years  by  its  activities  has  been  so  force¬ 
fully  impressed  upon  the  membership  of  the  American  Legion,  and 

Whereas,  it  was  the  feeling  of  numerous  officials  of  the  American 
Legion  throughout  the  five  states  mentioned  above  that  some  definite 
action  be  taken  with  regard  to  this  contemplated  cessation  of  recre¬ 
ational  activities  on  the  part  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  that  it  was 
thought  expedient  and  necessary  that  a  call  meeting  be  held  of  the 
American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  representatives 
from  the  five  states  mentioned  above,  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  Ga., 
on  June  17  and  18,  1931,  for  the  purpose  of  consideration  of  the 
problems  that  would  arise  on  and  after  July  1,  1931,  and 

Whereas,  the  American  Legion  and  its  Auxiliary,  throughout 
these  five  states,  through  their  representatives  here  assembled,  wish 
to  express  on  behalf  of  not  only  ourselves,  but  also  on  behalf  of  the 
entire  citizenry  of  these  states,  their  most  grateful  appreciation  and 
thanks  for  the  past  service  rendered  by  the  American  Red  Cross  in 
the  various  Veterans’  Bureau  Hospitals  for  the  past  13  years,  and 

Whereas,  their  departure  will  leave  a  terrible  void  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  recreation,  which  in  our  opinion  is  so  vital  to  the  proper 
care  and  treatment  of  these  patients. 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  we  urgently  appeal  to  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  of  Veterans’  affairs,  General  Hines,  to  immediately  make 
available  recreational  personnel  at  the  various  hospitals  to  the  mini¬ 
mum  strength  of  that  previously  provided  by  the  American  Red 
Cross  instead  of  just  a  single  worker,  as  is  now  tentatively  author¬ 
ized,  and  that  there  be  instigated  in  the  Department  of  Veterans’ 
Affairs  a  program  such  as  will  become  intelligently  and  efficiently 
active  immediately  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1931,  throughout  the 
various  Veterans’  Bureau  Hospitals. 

Be  it  Further  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
presented  to  the  delegates  from  the  five  states  represented  at  this 
meeting  for  similar  consideration  at  their  State  Conventions,  and 
that  a  copy  be  also  supplied  to  every  State  organization  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  throughout  the  United  States,  and, 

Further,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  supplied  to  the 
National  Rehabilitation  Officer  of  the  American  Legion  in  Wash- 
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ington,  D.  C.,  and  the  National  Legislative  Committee  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Signed)  R.  E.  Barinowski  (Seal), 

“  Robert  E.  Wilson  (Seal), 

“  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller  (Seal). 

(Signed)  Wm.  Parker,  Jr.,  Commander, 
Department  of  Georgia, 

The  American  Legion, 
Chairman  of  Fifth  District  Conference. 

RESOLUTION 

Whereas,  at  a  joint  conference  of  representatives  of  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  from  the  states  of 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Alabama,  held 
in  Augusta,  Ga.,  on  June  17  and  18,  1931,  there  was  learned  the 
fact  that  on  and  after  July  1,  1931,  certain  creature  comforts  will 
be  denied  the  patients  in  all  of  the  Veterans’  Bureau  Hospitals 
throughout  the  five  states  mentioned  above  by  reason  of  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  recreational  activities  of  the  American  Red  Cross  from 
these  hospitals,  and 

Whereas,  the  American  Red  Cross  has  for  the  past  thirteen  years, 
faithfully,  conscientiously,  and  most  efficiently  supplied  the  patients 
of  these  hospitals  with  certain  luxuries  and/or  creature  comforts 
such  as  tobacco,  cigarettes,  candies,  postage  stamps,  stationery,  etc., 
and 

Whereas,  already  it  has  become  known  to  the  patients  that  these 
comforts  will  no  longer  be  available  to  them  and  they  are  now  ask¬ 
ing  what  they  are  going  to  do  after  the  first  of  July,  1931,  for  these 
creature  comforts,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  the  sense  of  this  conference  that  this  problem  and 
responsibility  has  always  rested  upon  the  Veterans’  Bureau  though 
it  has  been  supplied  in  the  past  by  the  American  Red  Cross. 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  this  conference  urgently  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  Administrator,  General  Hines,  to  supply  recreational 
personnel  with  funds  expendable  for  such  comforts  as  have  been 
mentioned  above  and  to  allot  as  a  minimum  basis  for  each  hospital 
throughout  the  five  states  mentioned  above  an  amount  not  less  than 
that  which  has  been  expended  in  the  past  by  the  American  Red 
Cross  for  such  supplies  as  cigarettes,  tobacco,  candies,  etc.,  at  the 
various  Veterans’  Bureau  Hospitals  in  these  states,  and 

Be  it  Further  Resolved,  That  if  the  Administrator  is  without 
adequate  appropriations  or  authority  of  law  to  supply  such  funds 
that  the  Chairman  of  the  American  Legion  National  Rehabilitation 
Committee  and  the  Chairman  of  the  National  Legislative  Committee 
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are  urged  to  devote  their  efforts  to  securing  these  necessary  appro¬ 
priations  and  authority  of  law  to  permit  the  Administrator  to  in¬ 
clude  this  service  to  patients  who  are  unable  to  supply  these  comforts 
to  themselves,  and 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  furnished  to 
the  delegates  from  the  five  states  represented  at  this  meeting  for 
similar  consideration  at  their  State  Conventions,  and  that  a  copy  be 
supplied  to  every  state  organization  of  the  American  Legion  through¬ 
out  the  United  States,  and 

Further,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  supplied  to  the 
National  Rehabilitation  Officer  of  the  American  Legion  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  and  the  National  Legislative  Committee  of  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Signed)  R.  E.  Barinowski  (Seal), 

“  Robert  E.  Wilson  (Seal), 

“  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller  (Seal). 

(Signed)  Wm.  Parker,  Jr.,  Commander , 
Department  of  Georgia, 

The  American  Legion, 
Chairman  of  Fifth  Distmct  Conference. 

RESOLUTION  FROM  RALEIGH  UNIT  No.  1 

Whereas,  the  membership  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina,  now  exceeds  6,000  and  a  ten  per  cent 
increase  will  necessitate  more  than  600  new  members, 

And  Whereas,  the  responsibility  for  the  major  portion  of  this 
membership  gain  will  rest  upon  the  larger  Units,  who  in  order  to 
reach  their  present  membership,  have  exerted  every  effort  and  used 
practically  all  material, 

And  Whereas,  in  order  to  meet  the  quota  assigned  by  National, 
it  has  been  necessary  to  stress  Membership  to  the  detriment  of  the 
phases  of  our  work  for  which  we  were  primarily  organized, 

And  Whereas,  the  continual  driving  for  members  cheapens  the 
organization  in  the  eyes  of  others,  when  membership  in  this  organ¬ 
ization  should  be  considered  an  honor  and  a  privilege; 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Department  of  North  Carolina,  in  Convention  assembled,  go  on 
record  as  disapproving  the  custom  of  asking  each  Unit  to  increase 
its  membership  ten  per  cent  each  year  thereby  demanding  that  much 
valuable  time  be  spent  on  membership  drives,  etc.,  when  this  same 
time  could  be  so  well  spent  in  building  up  our  Rehabilitation,  Child 
Welfare,  Americanism  and  other  phases  of  our  work  so  that  the 
work  of  the  organization  would  be  so  outstanding  that  eligible  women 
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would  seek  membership  and  account  it  an  honor  which  it  truly  is, 

And  be  it  Further  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  National  President  and  to  the  National  Membership  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Frank  Capps, 
President  Raleigh  Unit  No.  1. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell, 
Secretary  Raleigh  Unit  No.  1. 

Upon  motion  of  the  Resolutions  Chairman,  duly  sec¬ 
onded  and  carried,  these  resolutions  were  adopted  as  read. 

Mrs.  Craven  moved  that  notes  of  sympathy  be  sent 
to  Mrs.  Frank  Sears  of  Wilmington,  one  of  the  pages 
who  lost  a  sister,  and  to  Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin  who  suf¬ 
fered  a  broken  limb.  Motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Changes  in  the  Department  Constitution  and  Proposed 
Uniform  Unit  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were  read  as 
amended  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Convention  on 
motion  of  Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Constitution  Chairman, 
seconded  by  Mrs.  Frazier  McDevitt. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT  CONSTITUTION 

AND  BY-LAWS 

Article  VI,  Department  Convention,  Section  4  as  it  now  reads 
was  made  Section  3;  and  present  Section  3  was  made  Section  4, 
said  Section  4  to  read:  “Each  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote. 
The  vote  of  any  delegate  absent  and  not  represented  by  an  alternate 
shall  be  cast  by  the  majority  of  the  delegates  present  from  her  Unit.” 

Article  VII,  Department  Officers,  Section  1  shall  read:  “Officers 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
shall  be  President,  Vice-President,  Second  Vice-President,  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  Historian,  Chaplain,  a  District  Executive  Committee- 
woman  and  an  Alternate  District  Executive  Committeewoman  from 
each  of  the  Districts  as  outlined  by  this  Department  of  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion,  a  National  Executive  Committeewoman  and  an  Alternate 
National  Executive  Committeewoman. 

Article  VII,  Department  Officers.  The  last  sentence  of  Section  2 
shall  read:  “No  Officer,  with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  and  Historian  shall  be  eligible  for  the  same  office  for  more 
than  two  years  consecutively.” 
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Article  VII,  Department  Officers,  Section  4,  shall  read:  “The 
Department  Secretary  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  with  vote.” 

Section  5  of  the  same  Article  shall  read:  “The  Department  Sec¬ 
retary  and  Treasurer  is  the  only  Officer  authorized  to  receive  com¬ 
pensation  for  her  services,  and  shall  not  have  a  vote  in  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  this  matter.” 

Section  4  as  it  now  reads  is  to  become  Section  6,  and  Section  5 
as  it  now  reads  will  automatically  advance  to  become  Section  7. 

Article  VIII,  Elections:  Section  1.  Nominations  of  all  Officers 
shall  be  made  from  the  floor  and  the  vote  taken  by  Roll  Call  as  is 
done  by  the  Legion.  If  there  is  only  one  nominee,  upon  motion  duly 
carried,  the  Secretary  may  cast  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  These  election  rules  shall  be  effective  at  the  1932  Convention. 

Article  VIII,  Elections .  To  Section  6  be  added:  “District  Execu¬ 
tive  Committeewomen  for  each  District  shall  be  elected  only  upon 
nomination  of  the  Units  within  each  District.  The  Alternate  Dis¬ 
trict  Executive  Committeewomen  shall  be  elected  in  like  manner.” 

Article  IX,  Department  Executive  Committee,  Section  1 — The 
first  sentence  shall  read:  “The  administrative  and  executive  power 
shall  be  vested  in  the  Department  Executive  Committee,  which  shall 
be  composed  of  the  Department  Officers;  all  Past  Department  Presi¬ 
dents  in  good  standing  in  their  respective  Units;  and  Chairmen  of 
all  Standing  Committees,  who  shall  have  voice  but  no  vote.” 

That  Section  9  be  added  to  By-Law  I,  said  Section  to  read:  “All 
appointed  Officers  shall  be  entitled  to  such  power  as  is  held  by  elected 
Officers,  including  the  right  to  vote.” 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
Department  of  North  Carolina 

UNIFORM  UNIT  CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS 
Adopted  at  the  Eleventh  Annual  Convention — July  28,  1931 

Preamble 

For  God  and  Country,  we  associate  ourselves  together  for  the 
following  purposes: 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America;  to  maintain  law  and  order;  to  foster  and  perpetuate  one 
hundred  per  cent  Americanism;  to  preserve  the  memories  and  inci¬ 
dents  of  our  association  during  the  Great  War;  to  inculcate  a  sense 
of  individual  obligation  to  the  Community,  State,  and  Nation;  to 
combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the  classes  and  the  masses;  to  make 
right  the  master  of  might;  to  promote  peace  and  good-will  on  earth; 
to  safeguard  and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of  justice,  free- 
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dom,  and  democracy;  to  participate  in  and  to  contribute  to  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  American  Legion;  to 
consecrate  and  sanctify  our  Association  by  our  devotion  to  mutual 
helpfulness. 

Article  I 

NAME 

Section  1.  The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  Unit  No.  _ ,  Department  of  _ 

Article  II 
nature 

Section  1.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  a  civilian  organ¬ 
ization  of  women.  Each  member  shall  perform  her  full  duty  as  a 
citizen  according  to  her  conscience  and  understanding. 

Sec.  2.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  shall  be  absolutely  non¬ 
political  and  non-sectarian  and  shall  not  be  used  for  the  dissemination 
of  partisan  principles  nor  for  the  promotion  of  the  candidacy  of  any 
person  seeking  office  or  preferment.  No  candidate  for,  nor  incum¬ 
bent  of,  a  salaried,  elective  public  office  shall  hold  any  office  in  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  or  in  any  Department  or  Unit  thereof. 

Article  III 

OBJECT 

Section  1.  The  object  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  _ 

Unit  No _ ,  Department  of _ ,  shall  be  as  stated  in 

the  Preamble  to  the  Constitution. 

Article  IV 

ELIGIBILITY 

Section  1.  Membership  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  shall 
be  limited  to  the  mothers,  wives,  sisters,  and  daughters  of  members 
of  the  American  Legion,  and  to  the  mothers,  wives,  sisters,  and 
daughters  of  all  men  and  women  who  were  in  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  between  April  6,  1917,  and  November 
11,  1918,  and  died  in  line  of  duty  or  after  honorable  discharge;  and 
to  those  women  who  of  their  own  right  are  eligible  to  membership 
in  the  American  Legion. 

Note — Step-mothers,  step-sisters,  half-sisters  and  step-daughters 
are  eligible  for  membership  on  the  same  basis  as  an  own  mother, 
sister,  or  daughter.  However,  a  foster-mother  is  not  eligible  for 
membership  unless  the  foster-son  was  legally  adopted. 

Note — The  phrase  “or  after  honorable  discharge”  is  interpreted 
by  National  authorities  to  mean  that  a  mother,  wife,  sister,  and 
daughter  of  a  deceased  World  War  Veteran  is  eligible  for  member¬ 
ship  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  regardless  of  whether  or  not 
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the  Veteran  was  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  during  his  life¬ 
time. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  no  form  or  class  of  membership  except  an 
active  membership,  and  dues  shall  be  paid  annually. 

Note — The  words  “class  of  membership”  are  understood  to  be 
equivalent  to  “A;md”  or  “variety”  of  membership,  and  the  effect  of 
the  foregoing  clause  is  specifically  to  prohibit  the  conferring  of 
honorary  membership  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  upon  any 
person  not  falling  within  the  eligibility  provision  of  the  above  article. 
The  per  capita  tax  shall  apply  equally  to  all  active  members.  There 
shall  be  no  exemption  from  the  per  capita  tax,  nor  shall  there  be 
any  form  of  membership  known  as  the  “life”  or  “contributing”  mem¬ 
bership.  This  interpretation  is  to  be  in  effect  in  accordance  with 
the  National  Constitution  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Article  V 

POWERS 

Section  1.  This  Auxiliary  Unit  shall  be  subject  to  all  provisions 
of  the  National  and  Department  constitutions  of  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  Auxiliary. 

Article  VI 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  a  Unit  Executive  Committee  which 
shall  consist  of  Unit  Officers  and  Chairmen  of  Standing  Committees. 

Article  VII 
officers 

Section  1.  The  Officers  shall  be  a  President,  First  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  Second  Vice-President,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording 
Secretary,  Treasurer,  Chaplain,  Historian,  and  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and  said  Officers  shall  assume  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices 
at  the  same  time  as  Department  Officers. 

Article  VIII 

FISCAL  YEAR 

Section  1.  The  fiscal  year  of  the  Unit  shall  be  from  January  1 
to  December  31  of  each  year. 

Article  IX 

PARLIAMENTARY  AUTHORITY 

Section  1.  The  Unit  organization  shall  be  governed  by  “Roberts' 
Rules  of  Order,  Revised,”  on  all  points  not  covered  by  this  Consti¬ 
tution  and  By-Laws. 
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Article  X 
DUES 

Section  1.  This  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  shall 
pay  to  Department  Headquarters  the  annual  per  capita  tax  of  the 
National  and  Department  organizations,  and  such  other  assessments 
as  may  be  levied  from  time  to  time  or  are  provided  for  in  the  De¬ 
partment  By-Laws. 


Article  XI 

AMENDMENTS 

Section  1.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  the  affirming 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  delegates  present  at  the  annual  Depart¬ 
ment  Convention,  provided  said  suggested  changes  have  been  for¬ 
warded  to  Department  Headquarters  at  least  thirty  (30)  days  prior 
to  the  Department  Convention. 

Sec.  2.  The  proposed  amendments  to  this  Constitution  must  be 
read  at  a  session  previous  to  that  at  which  the  vote  is  to  be  taken. 

Sec.  3.  This  Constitution  shall  be  automatically  amended  to  con¬ 
form  to  any  amendments  adopted  by  the  Department  or  National 
Constitutions. 


BY-LAWS 
Article  I 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Section  1.  Between  meetings  the  government  and  management 
of  this  Auxiliary  Unit  shall  be  entrusted  to  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  and  all  proceedings  of  said  committee  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Unit  at  the  next  meeting  for  approval. 

Sec.  2.  A  vacancy  existing  in  the  Executive  Committee  from  any 
cause  other  than  the  expiration  of  a  term  shall  be  filled  by  a  majority 
vote  of  the  entire  committee.  A  person  so  elected  shall  hold  office 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  member  whom  she  succeeds. 

Sec.  3.  One-third  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Sec.  4.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  once  a  month.  Special 
meetings  may  be  called  by  order  of  the  President  or  on  written  re¬ 
quest  of  at  least  three  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Article  II 

DUTIES  AND  POWERS  OF  OFFICERS 

Section  1.  Duties  of  the  Unit  President:  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  President  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Unit  and  the  Unit 
Executive  Committee;  to  enforce  strict  observance  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  By-Laws;  to  appoint  members  of  the  standing  committees; 


72 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


to  create  such  other  committees  and  appoint  members  thereof  as  she 
deems  advisable;  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  custom  and  parlia¬ 
mentary  usage  require;  and  to  appoint  all  officers  not  otherwise  pro¬ 
vided  for. 

Sec.  2.  Duties  of  the  Vice-Presidents:  The  First  and  Second  Vice- 
Presidents  in  the  order  named  shall,  when  called  upon,  assist  the 
President  and  in  her  absence  perform  her  duties,  and  shall  succeed 
her  in  office  in  case  of  death,  resignation  or  removal. 

Sec.  3.  Duties  of  the  Unit  Recording  Secretary :  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the 
Unit  and  of  the  Unit  Executive  Committee  meetings  and  to  keep 
all  books  that  are  needed  to  successfully  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
office;  to  act  as  Secretary  to  the  Unit  Executive  Committee,  and  to 
conduct  her  office  in  a  business-like  manner.  She  shall  care  for  the 
archives  of  the  Unit  and  shall  also  keep  a  record  of  all  money  re¬ 
ceived  from  all  members  for  per  capita  assessments,  or  from  other 
sources.  She  is  hereby  vested  with  such  authority  as  is  necessary  to 
carry  out  her  duties  successfully  for  the  good  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

Sec.  4.  Duties  of  Unit  Corresponding  Secretary :  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Unit  Corresponding  Secretary  to  receive  and  answer  all 
official  mail  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  and  to  send  and  give 
due  notice  of  all  meetings. 

Sec.  5.  Duties  of  the  Unit  Treasurer :  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Unit  Treasurer  to  receive  all  money  belonging  to  the  Unit  and 
to  account  for  the  same.  She  shall  give  bond  in  such  amount  as 
the  Unit  Executive  Committee  may  determine,  the  premium  of  the 
aforesaid  bond  to  be  paid  by  the  Unit.  The  Treasurer  shall  pay  all 
orders  signed  by  the  President  or  Secretary  and  shall  retain  these 
orders  as  her  vouchers.  She  shall  keep  account  of  her  receipts  and 
expenditures,  making  annual  report  thereof,  and  such  other  reports 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  Unit  Executive  Committee.  Her 
accounts  shall  be  audited  annually.  She  shall  pay  over  to  and  de¬ 
liver  to  her  successor,  all  money,  vouchers,  books  and  papers  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Unit. 

Sec.  6.  Duties  of  the  Historian:  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Unit 
Historian  to  compile  historical  records  of  the  Unit  organization  and 
to  make  a  report  to  the  Department  organization. 

Sec.  7.  Duties  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms :  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  preserve  order  at  the  meetings  of  the  Unit 
and  such  other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  President. 

Sec.  8.  Duties  of  the  Chaplain:  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chap¬ 
lain  to  offer  prayer  at  the  opening  of  each  meeting,  and  perform 
such  other  duties  as  the  President  may  direct. 
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Sec.  9.  The  offices  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Recording 
Secretary  may  be  combined.  The  office  of  Secretary  may  be  com¬ 
bined  with  that  of  Treasurer  and  called  “^Secretary-Treasurer.” 

Article  III 

DUES 

Section  1.  The  annual  membership  dues  of  this  Unit  shall  be 

_ ,  which  shall  include  the  Department  and  National  per 

capita,  payable  annually  on  October  20. 

Sec.  2.  A  member  failing  to  pay  the  annual  dues,  including  the 
Unit,  State  and  National  assessments  for  the  fiscal  year  by  April  1, 
shall  be  dropped  from  the  membership  rolls  and  may  be  reinstated 
only  by  paying  all  back  dues  or  by  reestablishing  her  eligibility. 

Sec.  3.  From  the  Unit  dues  the  Unit  Treasurer  shall  remit  to 
the  Department  Treasurer  the  sum  of  seventy-five  cents  per  mem¬ 
ber,  fifty  cents  of  this  amount  being  for  Department  dues  and 
twenty-five  cents  for  National  dues. 

Article  IV 
unit  meetings 

Section  1.  The  regular  meetings  of  this  Auxiliary  Unit  shall  be 


held  on  the  _ day  of  each  month,  and  shall  be  called  to 

order  at  _  o’clock. 


Sec.  2.  A  meeting  of  this  Unit  shall  be  held  annually  at  least 
two  weeks  prior  to  the  Department  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  receiving  yearly  reports,  and 
electing  delegates  and  alternates  to  the  Department  Convention. 

Sec.  3.  Special  meetings  of  this  Unit  may  be  called  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  by  a  majority  of  the  Executive  Committee,  or  upon  written 
request  of  five  members  of  the  Unit. 

Sec.  4.  _  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  at  any  meet¬ 

ing  of  the  Unit. 

Note — It  is  suggested  that  seven  (7)  members,  in  good  standing 
of  a  Unit  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  any  meeting  of  the  Unit.  If 
the  Unit  shall  consist  of  less  than  fifty  (50)  members,  it  is  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  quorum  shall  be  five  (5). 

Sec.  5.  At  least  three  days’  notice  shall  be  given  of  all  meetings 
of  this  Unit,  and  at  least  three  days’  notice  of  meetings  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  whenever  possible. 

Article  V 

MEMBERSHIP 

Section  1.  The  minimum  membership  of  any  Auxiliary  Unit  shall 
be  ten. 
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Sec.  2.  The  classification  of  membership  shall  be  (a)  adult,  and 
(b)  junior.  (Girls  under  16  years  of  age  may  be  classed  as  junior 
members.) 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  no  age  limit  for  membership,  either  for 
extreme  youth  or  old  age. 

Sec.  4.  All  persons  in  good  standing  whose  applications  have  been 
approved  before  the  Unit  has  closed  its  charter  shall  be  charter 
members. 

Sec.  5.  Each  Unit  shall  have  application-for-membership  blanks, 
and  all  applicants  shall  fill  out  said  blanks.  These  must  be  counter¬ 
signed  by  the  Post  Adjutant  certifying  the  affiliation  of  the  Legion 
member  and  the  eligibility  of  the  applicant. 

Sec.  6.  No  person  shall  hold  membership  at  any  one  time  in  more 
than  one  Unit. 

Sec.  7.  Any  member  in  good  standing  removing  from  this  Unit 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  transfer  blank  from  this  Unit  stating  her  mem¬ 
bership  and  the  duration  thereof. 

Article  VI 
ELECTIONS 

Section  1.  Elections  shall  be  by  ballot  and  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  shall  be  necessary  to  elect. 

Sec.  2.  Officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary,  shall  be 
elected  annually  prior  to  the  Department  Convention,  at  the  last 
regular  meeting  of  the  Unit,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  or 
until  their  successors  are  duly  elected  and  qualified.  The  Secretary 
shall  be  elected  or  appointed  according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  the 
Department.  Written  notice  of  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election 
of  officers  shall  be  mailed  to  members  at  least  a  week  in  advance, 
or  notice  of  same  published  at  least  three  times  immediately  prior 
to  the  meeting.  The  names  of  new  officers  shall  be  sent  to  Depart¬ 
ment  Headquarters  before  the  annual  Department  Convention. 

Sec.  3.  Delegates  and  alternates  to  a  Department  Convention 
shall  be  elected  at  a  Unit  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose  not 
less  than  two  weeks  prior  to  the  convention.  Alternates  shall  have 
priority  in  the  order  of  their  election. 

Sec.  4.  Only  members  in  good  standing  may  be  elected  as  dele¬ 
gates  and  alternates  to  a  Department  Convention. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  may  be  elected  a  delegate  or  alternate  to  a 
Department  Convention  who  does  not  first  signify  her  intention  of 
attending  said  Convention. 

Sec.  6.  This  Unit  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
its  delegates  and  alternates  to  the  Department  Convention. 
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Article  VII 

TRANSFERS 

Section  1.  Transfer  of  membership  from  one  Unit  to  another  in 
this  Department  shall  be  upon  application  of  the  member  to,  and 
acceptance  by,  the  other  Unit. 

Sec.  2.  Upon  application  to  the  Unit  Secretary  any  member  of 
a  Unit  desiring  to  transfer  to  another  Unit  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
transfer  card  to  such  other  Unit,  provided  that  all  dues  and  assess¬ 
ments  have  been  paid  to  date. 

Sec.  3.  Credit  for  a  member  transferring  from  one  Unit  to  an¬ 
other  shall  be  counted  in  the  Unit  to  which  she  transfers.  Dues  re¬ 
main  in  the  Unit  in  which  they  were  paid  but  her  membership  is 
subtracted  from  that  Unit  record  and  added  to  the  record  of  the 
Unit  to  which  she  transfers.  She  becomes  an  active  member  in  the 
Unit  to  which  she  transfers  and  membership  may  be  counted  by  this 
Unit  in  apportioning  delegates  and  in  receiving  membership  awards. 

Sec.  4.  Record  of  such  transfer  forthwith  shall  be  submitted  to 
Department  Headquarters. 

Article  VIII 

DISCIPLINE 

Section  1.  For  any  violation  of  the  Unit,  State  or  National  Con¬ 
stitutions,  or  for  conduct  improper  and  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of 
the  Auxiliary  or  of  The  American  Legion,  any  member  may  be  ex¬ 
pelled  from  membership  or  any  officer  removed  from  office  by  a  two- 
thirds’  vote  at  a  Unit  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose,  said  ex¬ 
pulsion  or  removal  to  be  binding  only  in  the  event  said  member  or 
officer  shall  have  been  given  thirty  days’  notice  in  writing  by  the 
Unit  Executive  Committee  of  the  charges  and  t^ie  hearing  thereon. 
Either  party  may  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Department  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee,  and  their  action  thereon  shall  be  final.  The  expense 
of  said  appeal  shall  be  borne  by  the  appellant. 

Sec.  2.  Neither  this  Unit  in  the  Department  nor  any  member 
thereof  shall  circularize  any  other  Unit  or  member  thereof  without 
the  consent  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  3.  Liabilities:  No  member  or  group  of  members  shall  sub¬ 
ject  this  Unit  to  liability  without  authorization  of  the  Unit. 

Article  IX 

COMMITTEES 

Section  1.  The  President  shall,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  appoint  committees  to  correspond  to  and  co¬ 
operate  with  the  Department  Committees,  and  form  such  other  com¬ 
mittees  as  the  needs  of  this  Unit  may  require. 
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Sec.  2.  Committees  shall  be  appointed  only  from  members  in  good 
standing. 

Sec.  3.  All  committee  reports  shall  be  made  in  writing  by  the 
Chairman,  and  after  presentation  to  the  Unit,  shall  be  given  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Unit  records. 

Sec.  4.  No  committee  shall  be  discharged  until  any  and  all  debts 
contracted  by  it  have  been  settled. 

Sec.  5.  The  Unit  President  immediately  upon  taking  office  each 
year  may  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee,  the  following  standing  committees: 

Rehabilitation  Committee :  The  work  of  this  committee  consists 
of  any  and  all  acts  that  will  in  any  way  contribute  toward  the  re¬ 
lief,  comfort,  entertainment  or  assistance  of  any  service  man  or 
woman  in  the  hospitals,  all  assistance  that  may  be  offered  to  the 
families  of  any  service  man  or  woman  where  the  need  exists,  and 
all  help  provided  for  ex-service  men  accused  or  convicted  of  crime. 

Child  Welfare:  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  make 
a  complete  canvass  of  the  territory  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Unit  and  report  to  the  Unit  the  needs  of  any  children  of  deceased 
service  men  and  women,  or  of  those  ex-service  men  and  women  un¬ 
able,  through  disability,  or  for  any  other  reason,  to  provide  the 
necessities  for  their  families. 

Americanism:  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  follow 
closely  the  program  of  the  American  Legion,  concentrating  on  teach¬ 
ing  proper  respect  for  the  flag,  and  the  proper  observance  of  all 
patriotic  holidays;  eradication  of  illiteracy,  fostering  citizenship 
clubs  and  civic  improvements;  and  taking  an  interest  in  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  Boy  Scouts,  Camp  Fire  Girls,  and  all  similar  organizations 
which  have  fbr  their  object  a  higher  standard  of  patriotism  and 
citizenship. 

Finance  Committee :  The  Finance  Committee  shall  have  general 
supervision  over  the  financial  affairs  of  this  Unit,  shall  devise  ways 
and  means  of  raising  funds,  and  shall  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Membership  Committee:  This  Committee  shall  have  under  its 
supervision  the  procuring  of  new  members,  re-instatement  of  mem¬ 
bers,  and  eligibility  of  applicants  for  membership. 

Article  X 

NOTICE 

Section  1.  Every  member  shall  furnish  the  Secretary  an  ad¬ 
dress  to  which  all  notices  may  be  sent,  and  the  same  shall  be  held 
to  have  been  duly  sent  when  mailed  to  her  at  the  address  so  furnished. 
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Article  XI 
RULES 

Section  1.  The  rules  of  procedure  of  meetings  of  this  Unit  shall 
be  those  set  forth  in  Roberts’  Rules  of  Order,  Revised,  except  as 
otherwise  expressly  provided  for  herein. 

Article  XII 

AMENDMENTS 

Section  1.  Amendments  to  these  By-Laws  may  be  made  by  the 
affirming  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  delegates  present  at  the  annual 
Department  Convention,  provided  said  suggested  amendments  have 
been  forwarded  to  Department  Headquarters  at  least  thirty  (30) 
days  prior  to  the  Department  Convention. 

Sec.  2.  The  proposed  amendments  to  these  By-Laws  must  be  read 
at  a  session  previous  to  that  at  which  the  vote  is  to  be  taken. 

Sec.  3.  These  By-Laws  shall  be  automatically  amended  to  con¬ 
form  to  any  amendments  adopted  by  the  Department  or  National 
Constitutions. 

Note — Many  points  or  information  which  might  have  been  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  Uniform  Unit  Constitution  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Unit  Handbook.  Unit  Officers  are  advised  to  study  the  Handbook 
from  cover  to  cover  in  order  that  they  may  become  familiar  with 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  May  T.  Sweet  moved  that  a  letter  expressing 
the  appreciation  of  the  Department  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Sam 
H.  Lee,  Department  Constitution  Chairman,  for  the  splen¬ 
did  report.  Seconded  and  carried. 

The  Secretary  read  the  greetings  which  had  been  received 
from  the  following:  Mrs.  Robert  Lincoln  Hoyal,  National 
President;  Mrs.  Donald  MacRae,  Past  National  President; 
Mrs.  John  G.  Gilmore,  National  Vice-President  of  the 
Southern  Division;  Mr.  Ralph  T.  O’Neil,  National  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Legion ;  Mrs.  Ira  Clarke  Hopper  of 
Florida;  Mrs.  F.  C.  Barnes,  of  Minnesota;  Mrs.  Ruth 
McCurry  Brown,  of  Arkansas;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kjelland,  of 
North  Dakota;  Mrs.  Carl  E.  Morgan,  South  Carolina; 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Middleton,  Illinois;  Mr.  R.  C.  Kivett,  Com¬ 
mander  of  D.  A.  V.,  of  Raleigh;  Mrs.  Bessie  Roark, 
State  President  of  the  American  War  Mothers,  of  Char¬ 
lotte;  Mrs.  John  T.  Lowe,  Past  Department  President 
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of  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Glenn  Long,  President  North 
Carolina  U.  D.  C.;  Mrs.  Alma  Carpenter,  of  Texas;  Mrs. 
Minnie  G.  Brandes,  Department  President  Auxiliary 
United  Spanish  War  Veterans;  Mrs.  John  L.  Boothe,  Past 
Department  President  Auxiliary  United  Spanish  War 
Veterans;  Mrs.  W.  J.  Reese,  19th  District  Committee- 
woman,  and  others. 

Mrs.  Miller:  We  will  now  recess  until  2:15. 

2:15  P.  M. — Resume  session.  Mrs.  Miller,  Department 
President,  presiding. 

We  will  have  the  report  of  Courtesies  Committee. 

(Courtesies  Committee  Chairman  not  present.  Report 
was  deferred  until  later.) 

I  want  to  present  little  Virginia  Fitchett — one  of  our 
pages.  Virginia  is  President  of  the  Junior  Auxiliary  at 
Dunn  and  attends  all  the  meetings  of  the  Senior  Aux¬ 
iliary. 

Virginia  Fitchett: 

I  am  glad  to  be  one  of  Mrs.  Miller’s  pages  and  I  am  enjoying 
the  Convention  very  much.  I  want  to  do  all  I  can  to  make  Mrs. 
Miller’s  Convention  a  success. 

The  proposed  change  in  the  Department  Constitution 
regarding  the  election  of  officers  was  read  again  by  Mrs. 
Newell  and  unanimously  adopted.  (Included  in  amend¬ 
ments  to  Department  Constitution.) 

Mrs.  Harry  Vass,  Past  Department  President,  pre¬ 
siding:  Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Chairman,  will  bring  in  the 
report  of  the  Nominating  Committee. 

Miss  Dodson  made  the  following  report: 

President — Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry 
First  Vice-President — Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell 
Second  Vice-President — Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick 
Historian — Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher 
Chaplain — Mrs.  John  D.  Langston 

National  Executive  Committeewoman — Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller 
Nat’l  Alt.  Executive  Committeewoman — Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry 

Miss  Dodson  :  I  move  that  this  report  be  accepted. 

Motion  duly  seconded  and  carried. 
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Mrs.  Vass:  Are  there  any  nominations  from  the  floor? 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Gause  nominated  Mrs.  Royce  McClelland 
of  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  for  President. 

There  being  no  further  nominations  it  was  moved  that 
the  nominations  be  closed.  Seconded  and  carried. 

The  chair  asked  each  of  the  nominees  to  name  a  teller 
from  her  Unit. 

Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris  of  Wilmington,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Malone, 
Jr.,  of  Louisburg,  and  Miss  Bessie  Hutchinson  of  Char¬ 
lotte,  were  appointed. 

Vote  was  by  ballot,  chairman  of  delegates  from  each 
Unit  casting  the  vote  for  entire  unit. 

While  the  tellers  were  counting  the  ballots  Mrs.  Miller 
asked  for  the  report  of  the  Courtesies  Committee,  Mrs. 
Frank  Capps,  Chairman. 

The  Courtesy  Committee  wishes  to  express  their  appreciation  for 
the  many  courtesies  shown  them  by  the  Morehead  City  Post  and 
Unit.  We  wish  also  to  thank  the  people  of  Morehead  City  for  their 
generous  hospitality.  Especially  do  we  thank  Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick, 
the  Third  District  Committeewoman,  for  her  inspiring  leadership 
and  thoughtfulness  in  planning  for  our  comfort. 

To  the  Chairmen  of  the  various  committees  we  express  our 
deepest  gratitude.  For  the  Memorial  Service  on  Sunday  evening,  the 
lovely  luncheon  given  by  the  Morehead  City  Unit,  the  boat  rides,  the 
splendid  patriotic  display  of  fireworks  and  the  entertainments  at 
the  Casino,  we  are  grateful. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  distinguished  guests,  the  efficient  pages, 
the  hotels,  the  theaters  and  the  press.  We  are  also  grateful  for  the 
splendid  musical  selections  rendered  by  the  Raleigh  Unit  trio:  Mrs. 
Norman  Webb  and  Mrs.  S.  W.  Thompson  of  Morehead  City,  and  Mrs. 
Graydon  Paul  of  Beaufort. 

At  this  time  we  bespeak  our  gratitude  for  the  splendid  Depart¬ 
ment  Officers,  and  our  beloved  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  for 
their  untiring  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Frank  Capps,  Chairman , 
Mrs.  Hugh  Dortch, 

Mrs.  Jno.  M.  Pressly. 

The  report  accepted  as  read. 
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Mrs.  Carroll  read  a  bulletin  regarding  the  National 
Convention.  Mrs.  J.  C.  Gillis  of  Detroit,  told  of  the  plans 
being  made  for  entertaining  the  Convention.  Mrs.  Frank 
Capps  moved  that  the  Department  Publicity  Chairman 
at  the  first  of  next  year  send  out  a  bulletin  plainly  stating 
just  what  material  is  desired  in  the  scrapbooks  as  there 
seems  to  be  confusion  regarding  the  use  of  National 
items  in  which  we  are  vitally  interested,  being  a  part  of 
that  organization.  Motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Miss  Bessie  Hutchinson,  Chairman  of  tellers,  brought 
in  the  following  report:  Mrs.  Royce  McClelland,  24 
votes,  and  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  192. 

Mrs.  Thos.  J.  Gause  of  Wilmington  moved  that  the 
election  be  made  unanimous  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Perry.  After 
discussion  by  Mrs.  George  Iseley  and  others  with  ref¬ 
erence  to  a  ruling  of  the  Boston  Convention,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  this  could  not  be  done  and  the  ballot  was  recorded 
as  cast. 

Mrs.  Vass  in  chair. 

The  Secretary  was  then  instructed  to  cast  the  vote 
for  the  other  officers,  there  being  only  one  nominee  for 
each  office.  The  chair  declared  the  slate  as  presented  by 
the  Nominating  Committee  elected. 

(Mrs.  Miller  in  the  chair)  :  Nominations  for  District 
Committeewomen  and  Alternate  District  Committeewomen 
were  next  in  order  and  the  following  were  nominated : 


First  District _ Mrs.  Elizabeth  Winslow. 

Mrs.  Wiley  Upton _ 

Third  District _ Mrs.  Chas.  Shupp _ 

Mrs.  Alvah  Hamilton _ 

Fifth  District _ Mrs.  Norfleet  McDowell. 

Mrs.  I.  T.  Valentine _ 

Seventh  District _ Mrs.  M.  G.  Piland _ 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Robbins _ 

Ninth  District _ Mrs.  Frank  Capps _ 

Mrs.  Wade  H.  Jones _ 

Eleventh  District _ Mrs.  J.  K.  Isley _ 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Wyrick _ 

Thirteenth  District _ Mrs.  Robert  Lovill _ 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Hammer _ 


_ Elizabeth  City 

_ Elizabeth  City 

_ New  Bern 

_ Morehead  City 

_ Scotland  Neck 

_ Spring  Hope 

_ Whiteville 

_ Burgaw 

_ Raleigh 

_ Siler  City 

_ Greensboro 

_ Mebane 

_ Mt.  Airy 

_ Winston-Salem 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


81 


Fourteenth  District 


Fifteenth  District _ 

Sixteenth  District- _ 

Seventeenth  District 
Eighteenth  District.. 


Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway _ Lexington 

(To  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Hardin,  Jr.) 

Mrs.  Andrew  Kilby _ North  Wilkesboro 

Mrs.  Arthur  Mays _ Taylorsville 

Did  not  elect  District  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Frank  Patton _ Morganton 

Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick _ Asheville 

(To  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Mrs.  H. 
Baumgardner.) 


On  motion  duly  made  and  seconded  the  above  were 
declared  elected. 

The  following  were  nominated  as  delegates  to  the 
National  Convention: 


Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller 
Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry 
Mrs.  Frank  Johnson 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway 
Mrs.  May  T.  Sweet 


Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie 
Mrs.  Harry  Vass 
Mrs.  George  Iseley 
Mrs.  George  Burkhead 
Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee 


Mrs.  Walter  Craven 


On  motion  of  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy,  seconded  by  Mrs. 
Lee  P.  Frans  the  above  named  delegates  were  duly 
elected  by  all  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  were  elected  Alternates: 


Mrs.  Fred  Lowrance 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd 
Mrs.  I.  T.  Mann 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Waynick 
Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick 


Miss  Louise  Reinhardt 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher 
Mrs.  Alvah  Hamilton 
Mrs.  Frank  Capps 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Garrison 


Mrs.  Z.  V.  Conyers 


On  motion  of  Miss  Bernice  Turner,  seconded  by  Mrs. 
John  Langston,  all  voting  “Aye”  the  above  named  nomi¬ 
nees  were  elected  Alternates  to  the  National  Convention 
to  be  held  in  Detroit,  Mich. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy  with  appropriate  words,  pre¬ 
sented  the  Past  President’s  pin  to  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller, 
who  gracefully  accepted  it. 

Mrs.  Miller:  You  have  chosen  as  your  leader  one 
who  has  served  faithfully  and  well  in  the  Auxiliary  for 
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many  years — you  are  to  be  congratulated  on  your  choice 
for  she  will  make  you  a  splendid  President.  I  want  each 
and  every  one  of  you  to  give  to  her  the  same  loyal  co¬ 
operation  that  you  have  given  to  me  this  past  year.  We 
are  ready  to  furnish  her  with  the  names  of  all  the  in¬ 
coming  Presidents  of  the  Units  and  we  shall  be  glad  to 
send  out  any  bulletins  or  information  which  she  may 
wish  disseminated  before  her  year  begins,  and  I  ask  you 
to  pledge  to  her  your  support  as  I  pledge  her  mine. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  This  is  the  nicest  birthday  and  wedding 
anniversary  present  I  have  ever  received.  This  happens 
to  be  my  birthday  and  wedding  anniversary  both.  It's 
not  a  speech  Pm  intending  making,  folks,  my  heart  is 
too  full  for  that,  but  I  do  want  to  tell  you  that  I  feel 
greatly  honored  and  that  I  appreciate  more  than  words 
can  tell  the  trust  you  have  given  me.  I  accept  it  with  a 
feeling  of  great  responsibility  because  I  want  to  carry 
on  this  massive  work  as  it  should  be,  and  I  do  pledge 
to  you  my  untiring  efforts,  my  time,  work,  patience  and 
love  during  the  incoming  year. 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell  and  Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick,  First  and 
Second  Vice-Presidents,  respectively,  were  not  present. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher  was  again  elected  Historian,  and 
in  a  few  words  expressed  her  appreciation  for  the  honor 
conferred  on  her  and  pledged  her  support,  as  given  in  the 
past,  to  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  John  D.  Langston,  Chaplain:  I  feel  it  quite 
an  honor  to  serve  as  your  Chaplain  and  want  to  give  to 
the  Auxiliary  my  very  best  during  the  coming  year. 

Mrs.  Miller:  You  have  all  been  patient  and  I  am 
going  to  ask  Mrs.  Dew  to  reward  you. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Dew,  Trophies  and  Awards  Chairman, 
made  the  following  report: 

REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  TROPHIES  AND  AWARDS 

Much  interest  has  been  shown  by  giving  awards  in  the  different 
Units.  Although  only  forty  Units  sent  in  reports,  sixty-seven  awards 
have  been  given: 
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Awards  for  essays  in  school _  10 

Awards  for  poppy  sale _  21 

Awards  for  membership _  17 

Awards  in  other  departments _  9 


A  few  of  the  essay  subjects  receiving  awards  were  “Our  Flag,” 
“Americanism  and  Citizenship,”  “Story  of  Poppy  Day,”  and  “Avi¬ 
ation’s  Part  in  the  World  War.” 

A  number  of  awards  were  given  in  “Americanism,”  several  to 
the  Girl  Scouts,  and  to  the  best  all-round  high  school  girl  student. 

The  awards  consisted  of  membership  pins,  gold  pieces,  flags, 
bracelets  made  by  the  boys  at  Oteen,  framed  copies  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution,  and  Histories  of  the  American  Legion  and  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

The  Department  having  offered  cup  to  the  Unit  enrolling  the 
highest  percentage  increase  in  membership  over  last  year  is  awarded 
to  the  Hamlet  Unit. 

The  Department  having  offered  cup  to  the  Unit  enrolling  the 
largest  number  of  new  members  is  awarded  to  the  Hamlet  Unit. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit 
under  75  that  first  enrolled  a  membership  for  1931  equal  to  its  1930 
membership,  is  awarded  to  the  Taylorsville  Unit. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrews’  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit  over 
75  that  first  enrolled  a  membership  for  1931  equal  to  its  1930  mem¬ 
bership,  is  awarded  to  the  Durham  Unit. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller’s  prizes,  two  copies  of  “The  History  of 
the  American  Legion,”  and  “American  Legion  Auxiliary”;  one  to 
the  District  Committeewoman  in  the  District  with  four  or  less  Units 
first  to  enroll  its  quota,  is  awarded  to  Mrs.  W.  J.  Reese,  Henderson¬ 
ville,  N.  C.;  one  to  the  District  Committeewoman  in  the  District  with 
five  or  more  Units  first  to  enroll  its  quota,  is  awarded  to  Mrs.  Geo. 
Burkhead,  Ashboro,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrews’  silver  cup,  offered  to  the  Unit  whose  mem¬ 
bership  last  year  was  101  or  more  making  the  greatest  numerical 
gain  over  last  year  is  awarded  to  the  Charlotte  Unit. 

Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Iseley’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Junior 
Auxiliary  in  a  town  of  less  than  15,000  population  excelling  in  ac¬ 
tivities,  is  awarded  to  the  Newton  Unit. 

Miss  Julia  McNeill’s  prize,  a  gold  membership  pin,  offered  to  the 
individual  member  (junior  or  adult)  who  enrolled  the  largest  num¬ 
ber  of  juniors  before  January  1,  1931,  is  awarded  to  Miss  Margaret 
Honeycutt,  President,  Junior  Auxiliary,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Miss  Julia  McNeill’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Junior 
Auxiliary  in  a  town  of  more  than  15,000,  excelling  in  activities  is 
awarded  the  Charlotte  Unit,  June  Childs,  President. 


84 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  small 
Unit  excelling  in  Unit  activities  during  the  year,  is  awarded  to 
Columbia. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher’s  prize,  “The  History  of  the  American  Legion 
and  American  Legion  Auxiliary,”  offered  to  the  Historian  who  sends 
in  the  best  and  most  interesting  history,  is  awarded  to  Winston- 
Salem. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit  doing 
the  most  worthwhile  and  outstanding  piece  of  work  toward  accom¬ 
plishing  something  for  the  education  of  War  Orphans  in  North 
Carolina  this  year,  is  awarded  to  Raleigh,  Mrs.  R.  L.  McMillan, 
Chairman. 

Mrs.  Frank  Johnson’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit 
doing  the  best  Rehabilitation  work,  is  awarded  to  Winston-Salem. 

The  Lily  Burt  Cup,  given  by  the  late  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet, 
and  offered  to  the  Unit  doing  the  best  Child  Welfare  work,  is  awarded 
to  Raleigh. 

The  Bessie  Henderson  Rust  Trophy,  given  by  the  Hornets  Nest 
Unit  of  Charlotte,  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Bessie  Henderson  Rust,  and 
offered  to  the  Unit  doing  the  most  outstanding  Auxiliary  work  among 
the  illiterate  and  foreign  born  in  the  community,  is  awarded  to  the 
Wilmington  Unit. 

Mrs.  Ila  Rust  Iseley’s  annual  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  given  in  memory 
of  her  mother,  and  offered  to  the  small  Unit  doing  the  best  work  in 
Americanism,  is  awarded  to  Columbia. 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Cozart’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit  that 
has  done  most  to  promote  music  within  the  Unit,  is  awarded  to  St. 
Paul. 

The  silver  trophy,  offered  by  Mrs.  K.  B.  Pace,  to  the  Unit  that 
has  the  largest  percentage  increase  over  last  year’s  poppy  sale,  is 
awarded  to  Durham. 

The  Caroline  Settle  Wilkes  loving  cup,  offered  by  Mr.  James 
Renwick  Wilkes  in  memory  of  his  wife,  to  the  Unit  having  the 
greatest  percentage  in  attendance  at  regular  monthly  meetings  dur¬ 
ing  the  fiscal  year,  based  on  membership  of  the  former  year  until 
that  membership  has  been  exceeded  by  a  greater  membership,  is 
awarded  to  Columbia. 

Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll’s  prize,  $2.50  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit 
Secretary  who  sends  in  the  most  complete  records  during  the  year 
1930-1931,  is  awarded  to  Columbia. 

Mrs.  Harry  Baumgardner’s  prize,  a  set  of  colors,  offered  to  the 
Unit  in  her  District  that  enrolled  the  most  new  members  before  the 
Area  Conference,  is  awarded  to  Canton. 
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Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit 
having  the  best  quartette  at  Convention  is  awarded  to  Raleigh. 

Mrs.  John  D.  Langston’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit 
in  her  Area  sending  in  the  most  memberships  between  March  20 
and  March  31,  is  awarded  to  Wilmington. 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Johnson’  sprize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit  in 
her  Area  sending  in  the  most  memberships  between  April  20  and 
May  1,  is  awarded  to  Monroe. 

Mrs.  Walter  Craven’s  prize,  $10.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  boy 
from  North  Carolina  in  the  present  C.  M.  T.  C.  Camp,  who  makes 
the  best  all-round  grades,  is  awarded  to  W.  M.  Porter,  Charlotte. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller’s  prize,  $5.00  in  gold,  offered  to  the  Unit 
organized  this  year  that  had  the  largest  membership  on  July  15,  is 
awarded  to  the  Fair  Bluff  Unit. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrews’  prize,  a  silver  bracelet,  offered  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Committeewoman  who  enrolled  four  new  Units  in  her  District, 
is  awarded  to  Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris,  Wilmington. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrews’  prize,  a  gold  membership  pin,  offered  to  the 
individual  member  of  a  Unit  organized  this  year,  that  brought  in 
the  most  members,  is  awarded  to  Mrs.  T.  A.  Hamilton  of  Oteen  Unit. 

Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Iseley’s  prize,  a  silver  loving  cup,  offered  to  the 
District  enrolling  the  highest  percentage  gain  in  membership  over 
last  year  is  awarded  to  First  District,  Mrs.  Raymond  Moore,  First 
District  Committeewoman,  Elizabeth  City. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher’s  prize,  a  “History  of  the  American  Legion 
and  American  Legion  Auxiliary,”  offered  to  the  Area  Americanism 
Chairman  whose  Area  does  the  most  outstanding  work  in  Ameri¬ 
canism,  is  awarded  to  Mrs.  Eugene  Taylor,  Asheville;  second  prize 
to  Kings  Mountain. 

Mrs.  Carl  Fitchett’s  prizes  offered  to  Units  in  her  District: 

(1)  Gavel,  to  the  Unit  first  to  enroll  a  number  equal  to  last  year’s 
membership,  is  awarded  to  Fayetteville. 

(2)  A  set  of  colors,  to  the  Unit  first  to  reach  its  quota,  is  awarded 
to  Lumberton. 

(3)  A  silver  loving  cup,  to  the  Unit  doing  the  best  all-round  Child 
Welfare  work,  is  awarded  to  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  J.  Ross  Jones,  Chair¬ 
man. 

(4)  $2.50  in  gold,  to  the  Unit  sending  to  headquarters  the  largest 

number  of  paid-up  members  between  April  20  and  May  1,  is  awarded 
to  Dunn-Erwin.  « 

Mrs.  Cabell  Young’s  prize,  a  scrap  book,  offered  to  the  Unit  send¬ 
ing  in  the  best  scrap  book,  is  awarded  to  Charlotte. 

Ethel  W.  Dew  (Mrs.  M.  M.), 
Chairman  Trophies  and  Awards. 
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DEPARTMENT  CITATIONS 


Ashboro 

Kings  Mountain 

Rutherfordton 

Belmont 

Lenoir 

Sanford 

Charlotte 

Lexington 

Salisbury 

China  Grove 

Littleton 

Shelby 

Columbia 

Lumberton 

Siler  City 

Concord 

Louisburg 

Snow  Hill 

Dunn-Erwin 

Maxton 

Southern  Pines 

Durham 

Monroe 

Statesville 

Elizabeth  City 

Mooresville 

Spring  Hope 

Farmville 

Morehead  City 

Tarboro 

Fayetteville 

Morganton 

Troy 

Forest  City 

Mt.  Airy 

Waynesville 

Franklinton 

Newton 

Weldon 

Hamlet 

North  Wilkesboro 

Whiteville 

Henderson 

Oxford 

Wilmington 

Hendersonville 

Raeford 

Winston-Salem 

Hickory 

Raleigh 

Lincolnton 

High  Point 

Rocky  Mount 

Taylorsville 

Kannapolis 

Elkin 

UNITS 

WINNING  NATIONAL 

CITATIONS 

Belmont 

Monroe 

Kannapolis 

China  Grove 

Morganton 

Littleton 

Columbia 

Newton 

Louisburg 

Durham 

Oxford 

Mt.  Airy 

Farmville 

Rutherfordton 

Snow  Hill 

Franklinton 

Weldon 

Southern  Pines 

Hendersonville 

Asheboro 

Taylorsville 

Henderson 

Charlotte 

Troy 

Hickory 

Hamlet 

Wadesboro 

Miniature  flags  were  presented  to  the  Department 
President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  by  Miss  Nannie  Dod¬ 
son,  for  the  Department.  Mrs.  Miller  accepted  these  in 
a  few  appropriate  words. 

Mrs.  Miller:  The  time  has  come  to  say  good-by  and 
I  want  to  thank  you  all  individually  for  your  wonderful 
cooperation  during  the  year,  and  for  the  honor  you  have 
conferred  upon  me  to  serve  as  your  National  Executive 
Committeewoman. 
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At  the  conclusion  of  the  business  the  colors  were  re¬ 
tired  by  the  pages. 

Mrs.  Miller  :  I  now  declare  the  Eleventh  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina,  adjourned. 


MISCELLANEOUS  REPORTS 

CHILD  WELFARE  REPORT 

With  the  distress  and  suffering  that  has  prevailed  this  past  year, 
the  Auxiliary,  as  never  before,  has  had  opportunity  for  real  service, 
and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  bring  the  Child  Welfare  Report  of  the  De¬ 
partment  to  you. 

Our  Legion  and  Auxiliary  Nurse,  Miss  Louise  Reinhardt,  has 
carried  forward  the  same  fine  type  of  work  that  has  always  been 
done  at  the  Clinic  at  Oteen.  Her  report  is  separate  and  in  detail, 
but  the  printed  words  can  carry  just  a  very  small  idea  of  what  she 
really  means  to  the  women  and  children  with  whom  she  works.  To 
get  the  real  spirit  of  the  service  there,  one  must  visit  the  Clinic, 
and  I  hope  that  the  Child  Welfare  Chairmen,  particularly,  may  do 
this. 

During  the  past  year  our  Units  have  grasped  the  idea  that  in 
order  to  do  really  efficient  Child  Welfare  work  every  available  organ¬ 
ization  and  agency  must  be  used;  and  as  the  reports  have  come  in, 
the  results  are  most  gratifying. 

The  Area  Conferences  in  the  State  have  been  a  great  help  in 
giving  information.  I  have  attended  two  of  the  five — at  Statesville 
and  Sanford.  At  Statesville  and  Asheville  we  were  privileged  to 
have  Mrs.  Louise  Williams  of  New  York,  National  Child  Welfare 
Chairman  of  the  Auxiliary,  with  us,  and  her  clear  interpretation  of 
the  National  Program  was  most  helpful. 

The  Southern  (Area  C)  Conference  held  in  New  Orleans  early 
in  the  spring  was  the  finest  yet  in  every  way.  I  believe  this  was 
the  first  Area  to  have  a  100%  exhibit,  and  it  was  most  interesting 
to  know  what  is  being  done  in  other  states  along  Child  Welfare 
lines. 

Some  most  worthwhile  projects  have  been  carried  on  by  the  Units 
this  year.  At  Christmas  food,  clothes  and  toys  were  given,  and  all 
through  the  year  milk,  food,  clothing,  school  books,  lunches,  etc.,  have 
been  furnished  to  the  children  of  needy  veterans.  In  several  cases 
hospital  care  has  been  necessary  and  this  has  been  given  by  Units 
through  cooperation  with  other  agencies.  I  wish  we  could  tell  more 
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in  detail  some  of  the  things  that  have  been  done  this  past  year,  but 
there  is  so  much  particularly  good  work  that  it  would  take  too  much 
time  and  space. 

As  the  years  pass  and  our  men  break  under  the  strain  due  to 
many  different  causes,  we  must  keep  alert  to  catch  the  calls  for  help 
and  see  to  it  that  their  little  ones  have  the  same  chance  to  grow 
into  strong,  wholesome  citizens  that  other  children  have. 

It  has  been  a  very  great  privilege  to  serve  as  your  Chairman 
this  past  year,  and  a  pleasure  to  work  with  our  President,  Mrs. 
Reverdy  J.  Miller. 

Words  cannot  express  how  much  we  miss  our  beloved  Mrs.  Nor¬ 
fleet  under  whom  this  work  was  begun.  May  we  always  carry  on 
as  she  would  have  us  do,  and  follow  where  she  has  led. 

STATISTICAL  REPORT 
Number  Children  Helped: 

Units  _  1,083 

Number  Families  Aided: 

a.  Units  _  348 

b.  Department  _  25 

Money  Expended  for  Work: 

a.  Units  _ $7,155.13 

b.  Department  _  2,090.43 

Total _ $9,245.56 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Anne  Benbow, 

Dept.  Child  Welfare  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  THE  LEGION  AND  AUXILIARY  WELFARE 

NURSE  OF  OTEEN 

During  the  year  July  1,  1930-June  31,  1931,  2,960  visits  have 
been  made  in  the  interest  of  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  families 
of  the  Oteen  community.  One  hundred  and  forty-five  clinic  sessions 
have  been  held  or  attended  with  a  total  attendance  of  2,068  patients — 
the  clinics  attended  were  the  Oteen  Clinic,  Asheville  Clinic  for  Chil¬ 
dren,  Asheville  Adult  Clinic,  Cancer  Clinic,  Biltmore  Orthopaedic 
Clinic  and  the  Asheville  V.  D.  Clinic.  One  hundred  and  fifty-four 
patients  were  taken  to  doctors’  and  dentists’  offices  for  treatments  and 
examination  and  40  accompanied  to  hospitals.  One  hundred  and 
sixty-one  children  have  been  immunized  against  contagious  diseases 
and  71  Schick  Tests  made.  Three  children  have  been  fitted  with 
glasses.  In  addition  to  the  cases  treated  in  the  C.  W.  Francy  Post 
bed,  four  children  were  hospitalized  and  operated  on  for  tonsils  and 
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adenoids  through  the  cooperation  of  the  County  Welfare  Department. 
One  child  was  taken  to  the  State  School  for  the  Deaf  in  Morganton, 
and  two  have  been  placed  in  an  orphanage.  Treatment  in  the  N.  C. 
State  Sanatorium  was  secured  for  one  adult  and  another  who  was 
too  sick  to  be  admitted  to  the  State  Sanatorium  was  placed  in  a 
private  local  sanatorium  and  is  being  given  some  financial  aid  from 
a  local  organization.  Eleven  half-rate  railway  fares  were  secured 
for  deserving  people.  Twenty-six  American  Legion  and  Legion 
Auxiliary  meetings  have  been  attended  during  the  year.  National 
aid  for  three  months  was  secured  for  one  family. 

The  nurse’s  salary  and  auto  expenses,  shared  equally  by  the  North 
Carolina  Departments  of  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary,  amounted  to 
$2,251.71  for  the  year.  A  new  Ford  car  was  purchased  in  June,  the 
cost  and  insurance  of  which  is  also  jointly  paid  by  the  Legion  and 
Auxiliary. 

For  the  maintenance  of  the  Oteen  Clinic,  Miss  Alice  Gray  of 
Winston-Salem,  has  donated  $340.00.  $219.60  of  this  has  been  used 

for  rent,  water  and  lights,  $6.00  for  prizes,  $8.00  for  fuel  and  $71.40 
for  drugs  and  other  clinic  supplies.  The  bank  closed  with  a  balance 
of  $25.00  and  there  is  on  hand  $10.00  for  a  children’s  party. 

From  September,  1926,  to  the  present  time,  Miss  Gray  and  her 
friends  have  given  to  the  clinic  and  the  welfare  work  of  Oteen 
$2,818.68.  Of  this  amount  $1,202.30  was  used  for  rent,  water  and 
lights  for  the  clinic  building.  The  balance  of  $1,616.38  was  spent 
for  clinic  supplies,  hospital  bills,  boarding  home  care,  Christmas 
parties,  milk  and  groceries  for  families  in  need  and  general  welfare 
work. 

Miss  Gray  has  been  never  failing  in  her  wonderful  generosity. 
Without  her  help,  wise  guidance  and  advice  the  welfare  work  at 
Oteen  would  not  have  been  a  success,  and  I  want  to  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  thank  her  most  heartily  and  sincerely  for  her  interest  and 
loyal  support. 

The  C.  W.  Francy  Post  of  the  American  Legion  has  maintained 
a  free  bed  in  the  children’s  ward  of  Biltmore  Hospital  from  July 
to  December  and  a  free  bed  for  women  and  children  in  the  Mission 
Hospital  of  Asheville  from  February  to  June.  This  bed  has  been 
used  entirely  by  the  families  of  ex-service  men  and  women  and  23 
patients  have  been  hospitalized.  Of  these  cases,  fourteen  were  ton- 
silectomies,  one  acute  appendectomy,  one  hernia  operation,  and  one 
typhoid,  one  eye  and  one  ear  case  were  treated.  Four  adults  were 
hospitalized  of  which  there  was  one  goitre  operation,  one  abdominal 
operation,  one  obstetrical  case  and  one  kidney  case.  Had  these 
patients  been  charged  the  regular  hospital  fees  the  expenses  would 
have  amounted  to  $559.25.  In  addition  to  the  patients  receiving  the 
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benefits  of  the  endowed  bed,  the  Post  provided  26  days  of  free  hos¬ 
pitalization  for  adults  which  would  have  amounted  to  $72.40. 

The  Post  has  donated  $10.00  each  month  to  the  Child  Welfare 
and  General  Welfare  work  being  carried  on  by  the  Departments  in 
the  Oteen  community.  It  was  dispensed  as  follows:  filing  cabinet, 
$40.92;  drugs  and  clinic  supplies,  $37.53;  dental  work  for  children, 
$10.00;  doctor’s  fee,  $3.00;  practical  nurse’s  fee,  $22.00;  stamps, 
$2.32;  milk  for  children,  $15.07.  At  the  request  of  the  Legion  and 
Auxiliary  nurse  the  Post  has  given  during  the  year  a  total  of  $146.91 
for  the  wives  and  children  of  Oteen  patients  in  need.  It  was  used 
for  transportation,  groceries,  X-rays,  practical  nursing  fees,  etc. 
Loans  of  $100.00  to  one  family  and  $50.00  to  another  have  been  made 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  clinic  nurse. 

The  C.  W.  Francy  Post  handled  the  sale  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Christmas  Seals  entirely  this  year.  $112.50  was  received  from  this 
source  and  is  being  used  for  dental  work  for  children  and  anesthetic 
fees  for  tonsil  and  adenoid  operations. 

Other  interested  organizations  and  individuals  donating  to  the 
Welfare  Work  during  the  year  are  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Adams  of  New  York,  through  Miss  Gray;  Mrs.  Tarver  Wad¬ 
dell  of  Swannanoa,  N.  C.;  Mr.  Fred  Hutchins  of  Winston-Salem; 
Miss  Truman  Bryan  of  Maryland  and  Oteen;  Mrs.  Jack  Reading  of 
Black  Mountain,  N.  C.;  Dr.  Williamson  of  Charlotte;  Mr.  Lineberger 
of  Asheville;  Buncombe  County  Chapter  War  Mothers;  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  of  Burlington,  N.  J.;  American  Legion  Luncheon 
Club  and  Miss  Gray  of  Winston-Salem;  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Units  of:  Rutherfordton,  Kannapolis,  Hickory,  North  Wilkesboro, 
Greenville,  Greensboro,  Lumberton,  Gastonia,  Wilson,  Charlotte, 
Mooresville,  Taylorsville;  Mr.  Hanifan  of  Oteen;  Mr.  J.  Brumbaugh 
of  Oteen;  Dr.  Floyd  of  Oteen;  Mr.  J.  C.  Bailey  of  Oteen;  Mr.  Gooch 
of  Oteen;  Ward  D-3,  Ward  C-3,  Ward  B-l,  Ward  C-2,  Ward  B-2, 
Ward  R-2  of  Oteen. 

A  total  of  $272.82  was  given  and  dispensed  as  follows: 

Glasses  for  children  _ $19.00 

Dental  work  _  8.00 

Fuel  _  23.50 

Milk  _  43.37 

Clothing  _  14.74 

Christmas  party  _  50.00 

House  rent,  groceries,  etc.  _  84.79 

Drugs  and  clinic  supplies  _  29.42 

Organization  and  individuals  donating  books,  toys  and  groceries 
to  the  clinic  are:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Hathaway  of  Oteen;  Mrs.  Jack 
Reading  of  Black  Mountain;  Misses  Burge  of  Virginia;  Mr.  C.  E. 
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Keith  of  Swannanoa;  the  Patient  Nurses  and  Yeomenette  of  Oteen; 
the  Sewing  Club  and  Mrs.  T.  A.  Hare  of  Kenilworth;  Thursday 
Literary  Club  of  Asheville;  the  Junior  Auxiliary  of  St.  Pauls  and 
Greensboro;  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Units  of  Washington, 
Mooresville,  Rutherfordton,  St.  Pauls,  Davidson  and  Daytona,  Fla.; 
also  Baptist  Sunday  School  of  St.  Pauls. 

Organizations  and  individuals  donating  clothing  are:  Mrs.  Whit¬ 
more  of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  Stuart  Nye  of  Oteen;  Mrs.  Jack  Read¬ 
ing  of  Black  Mountain;  Mrs.  Carl  Muschette  of  Oteen;  Mr.  Stallings 
of  Oteen;  Mrs.  Mary  Ball  of  Black  Mountain;  Mrs.  Joseph  Mc- 
Geachy  of  Asheville;  Patient  Nurses  of  Oteen;  Mr.  Huff  of  Oteen; 
Legion  Auxiliary  Units  of  Rutherfordton,  Washington,  Weldon,  Scot¬ 
land  Neck,  and  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

The  Christmas  party  was  given  for  the  children  by  Miss  Alice 
Gray,  the  American  Legion  Luncheon  Club  of  Winston-Salem  and 
the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit  of  the  Legion  Auxiliary.  An  Easter  Egg 
Hunt  was  given  the  children  and  a  trip  to  Chimney  Rock  was  given 
the  women  of  Oteen  by  the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit  of  the  Auxiliary  of 
Asheville.  The  Kiffin  Rockwell  Post  of  the  Legion  and  the  Ashe¬ 
ville  Park  Commission  gave  the  children  a  party  at  the  Recreation 
Park  during  the  summer.  Mrs.  Bowman  Gray  of  Winston-Salem 
has  donated  funds  for  a  party  which  will  be  given  later. 

The  outstanding  activity  of  the  Welfare  Work  at  Oteen  this  year 
was  the  making  of  all  the  poppies  sold  in  North  Carolina.  For  the 
idea  of  this  work  we  are  indebted  to  our  Department  President,  Mrs. 
Reverdy  J.  Miller.  A  total  of  133,000  small  and  2,750  large  poppies 
were  made  by  the  wives  and  children  of  Oteen  patients,  for  which 
between  $1,300  and  $1,400  was  paid  to  them  by  the  North  Carolina 
Department  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  The  poppies  were 
made  by  the  families  of  men  who  do  not  draw  compensation  or  who 
draw  a  very  small  amount.  The  poppy  industry  was  a  means  of 
forestalling  a  great  deal  of  need  and  distress,  and  helped  some  to 
be  self-supporting  entirely.  It  not  only  helped  financially  but  was 
also  a  wonderful  mental  diversion  to  those  who  are  facing  sorrow 
and  sickness  with  their  loved  ones.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  this 
poppy  industry  can  be  continued  at  Oteen  next  year. 

From  Mrs.  Miller’s  plan  of  having  the  poppies  made  at  Oteen 
has  come  another  industry,  which  is  being  sponsored  by  the  C.  W. 
Francy  Post  of  the  Legion.  Heretofore  the  Post  has  been  buying 
floral  wreaths  for  all  comrades  who  die  at  Oteen.  It  was  decided 
recently  to  buy  material  and  employ  the  families  of  the  patients  to 
make  these  wreaths.  It  has  been  found  that  for  an  outlay  of  about 
$250  the  Post  can  furnish  100  wreaths  and  of  that  amount  approxi¬ 
mately  $100  is  being  paid  to  families  in  need. 
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To  the  North  Carolina  Departments  of  the  American  Legion  and 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  our  Department  Commander,  Mr.  Con 
Johnson,  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Legion 
Posts,  Auxiliary  Units,  other  organizations  and  individuals  who 
have  made  possible  the  welfare  work  at  Oteen,  and  allowed  me  the 
privilege  of  helping  with  the  work,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreci¬ 
ation  of  their  enthusiastic  interest.  You  have  been  most  generous 
in  your  support  and  loyal  in  your  cooperation  and  again  I  thank  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Louise  Reinhardt, 

American  Legion  and  Legion  Auxiliary  Nurse, 

Oteen,  N.  C. 


HOSPITAL  REPORT 

From  August  10,  1930,  to  July  15,  1931 

Aiding  to  carry  on  the  great  task  of  caring  for  the  disabled  who 
still  fill  the  government  hospitals,  and  also  the  large  number  who 
are  still  struggling  to  regain  a  place  in  civil  life,  is  one  of  the  first 
endeavors  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  The  work  which  the 
Units  in  this  Department  are  doing  for  the  patients  who  are  being 
hospitalized  in  the  United  States  Veterans’  Hospital  at  Oteen,  North 
Carolina,  is  something  which  no  other  agency  could  perform  so 
well;  something  which  requires  the  warm,  understanding  touch  of 
women  who  themselves  have  experienced  the  suffering  of  having 
their  loved  ones  at  war.  A  share  in  all  this  is  one  of  the  privileges 
a  membership  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  gives. 

Our  Units  have  given  generously  and  whole-heartedly,  despite 
the  general  depression  and  the  number  of  bank  failures  throughout 
the  State,  causing  loss  of  funds  for  many  of  our  Units. 

It  was  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to  accompany  Mrs.  Rev¬ 
erdy  J.  Miller,  our  Department  President,  during  her  first  official 
visit  to  the  patients  at  Oteen,  at  which  time  she  visited  the  bed¬ 
side  of  every  patient. 

I  attended  the  first  Department  Executive  Committee  meeting  of 
the  year,  held  in  Charlotte,  and  gained  much  valuable  information. 

Thanksgiving  Day  our  Units  remembered  the  patients  in  the 
hospital  with  cigarettes  and  books  of  stamps.  A  greeting  card  from 
the  Department  was  also  placed  on  each  patient’s  dinner  tray. 

In  preparation  for  our  Christmas  program,  to  which  we  all  look 
forward  as  the  greatest  holiday  of  the  year,  especially  for  “spread¬ 
ing  cheer”  to  the  patients  in  the  hospital,  your  chairman  made  a 
careful  survey  of  the  entire  hospital  to  ascertain  from  each  patient 
the  gifts  desired. 
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Each  Unit  was  furnished  a  list  of  the  patients  assigned  to  them, 
also  the  gifts  they  requested.  Every  patient  was  made  happy  and 
was  generously  remembered  through  the  united  efforts  of  our  Units 
on  this  great  holiday. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Clyde  Bolling  Unit  of  Winston- 
Salem,  beautiful  Christmas  menu  cards  were  furnished  for  each 
patient’s  dinner  tray;  as  were  Christmas  greeting  cards  from  the 
Department. 

The  Asheville  Negro  Post  furnished  $10.00  worth  of  cigarettes 
for  the  negro  ward. 

All  Christmas  gifts  sent  to  the  hospital,  unless  designated  for 
some  special  patient,  were  given  to  your  chairman  by  Col.  H.  C. 
Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in  charge.  These  articles  were  made  up  in 
attractive  Christmas  packages  and  distributed  to  the  patients  on 
the  Receiving  and  Negro  Wards.  Also  a  new  dollar  bill  was  in¬ 
cluded  for  a  gift  from  the  Department.  A  true  “Christmas  spirit” 
prevailed  throughout  the  entire  hospital,  regardless  of  the  fact  that 
practically  everybody  connected  with  the  hospital  had  experienced 
financial  losses  through  our  bank  failures. 

In  February  our  National  President,  Mrs.  Hoyal,  stopped  over 
in  Asheville  enroute  to  our  Post  Officers’  Conference,  which  was 
being  held  at  Gastonia.  She  was  met  at  the  station  by  our  Depart¬ 
ment  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller.  Your  chairman  had  the 
honor  and  great  pleasure  of  entertaining  these  distinguished  guests 
at  breakfast.  Immediately  afterward  we  left  for  Oteen,  and  were 
met  in  the  lobby  of  the  Administration  Building  by  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge, 
Medical  Officer  in  charge,  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  C.  W. 
Francy  Post  American  Legion. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in 
charge,  arrangements  had  been  made  for  Mrs.  Hoyal  to  speak  over 
the  hospital  radio  to  the  patients  in  the  wards.  Mrs.  Hoyal’s  time 
being  very  limited,  our  National  President  was  introduced  over  the 
radio  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge.  Mrs.  Hoyal  gave  a  very 
inspiring  message  to  the  patients,  after  which  she  visited  several 
of  the  wards.  We  were  the  guests  of  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical 
Officer  in  charge  at  lunch  in  the  main  mess  hall,  leaving  shortly 
after  to  attend  Post  Officers’  Conference  in  Gastonia,  which  was  held 
the  following  day. 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  lovely  Easter  flowers  and 
gifts  which  were  sent  to  the  patients  by  our  units  on  this  sacred 
holiday.  They  helped  to  brighten  and  gladden  the  day  considerably. 

Your  chairman  arranged  for  six  hundred  Easter  greeting  cards 
with  the  following  inscription:  “Season’s  Greetings  From  Your 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,”  which  were  placed  on  each  patient’s 
dinner  tray. 
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“Mother’s  Day”  575  carnations  were  distributed  to  the  patients. 
This  was  made  possible  through  the  generosity  and  kindness  of  our 
Units,  who  sent  checks  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  carnations.  It 
was  my  pleasure  to  distribute  the  lovely  red  and  white  carnations, 
and  each  patient  selected  the  color  desired. 

Your  chairman  attended  the  Area  Conference  held  in  Asheville, 
at  which  time  our  National  Chairman  Child  Welfare,  Mrs.  F.  C. 
Williams,  and  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller, 
were  the  distinguished  guests.  Following  the  luncheon  we  left  for 
Oteen,  to  visit  the  Children’s  Clinic  and  the  United  States  Veterans’ 
Hospital. 

“Poppy  Day”  it  was  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to  distribute 
a  poppy  to  each  of  the  595  patients  registered  in  the  hospital  at  that 
time.  This  little  memorial  flower  of  the  American  Legion  and  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  had  a  double  sentiment  for  the  patients 
in  the  hospital  this  year,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  poppies  sold  over 
the  entire  State  of  North  Carolina  were  made  by  the  wives  of  the 
uncompensated  patients  at  Oteen.  The  poppy-making  industry 
started  in  January  and  was  carried  on  until  the  latter  part  of  May. 
On  the  first  and  fifteenth  of  each  month  the  poppy-makers  were 
reimbursed  for  their  labor,  at  which  time  it  was  my  duty  to  issue 
their  vouchers.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  our  Department 
President  whose  kind  and  sympathetic  thoughtfulness  made  possible 
this  most  appropriate  and  fitting  relief  work. 

CENTRAL  FUND 

Through  the  fine  cooperation  of  our  Units  who  have  contributed 
to  this  fund  each  month,  we  have  prorated  $2.00  a  month  to  the 
uncompensated  patients  at  Oteen.  This  provides  their  spending 
money,  which  is — as  many  of  you  probably  know — the  only  money 
they  have  for  their  personal  use.  Just  as  soon  as  a  patient  receives 
his  disability  allowance  he  is  taken  off  our  list.  Expressions  of 
gratitude  and  appreciation  are  heard  on  all  sides  when  this  fund 
is  distributed. 

Since  the  American  Red  Cross  has  withdrawn  all  activities  con¬ 
nected  with  Veterans’  Bureau  Plospitals,  we  are  having  more  re¬ 
quests  for  stationery  and  cigarettes. 

Nine  bulletins  were  issued  to  Units  with  suggestions  for  monthly 
treats  for  the  patients. 

It  was  the  privilege  of  your  chairman  to  attend  the  National 
Convention  held  in  Boston  last  October  as  a  delegate. 

The  Department  Hospital  Committee  meeting  was  called  in  April. 
I  regret  to  say  that  only  two  members  of  this  committee  were  in 
attendance — our  Department  President  and  Mrs.  Royce  McClelland. 
Two  days  were  spent  visiting  the  patients  in  the  hospital. 
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It  was  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to  entertain  Mrs.  Miller 
and  Mrs.  McClelland,  also  a  group  of  our  local  Unit  members  at 
dinner  at  the  Manor  Hotel. 

To  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in  Charge,  United  States 
Veterans’  Hospital,  Oteen,  North  Carolina,  I  desire  to  express  my 
sincere  appreciation  and  gratitude  for  the  courteous  manner  and  co¬ 
operative  spirit  in  which  he  has  responded  to  all  my  appeals  for 
advice,  and  the  many  helpful  suggestions  which  he  has  so  kindly 
offered  from  time  to  time. 

To  the  Units  in  this  Department — Words  are  inadequate  to  ex¬ 
press  my  appreciation  for  the  generous  and  wholehearted  response 
you  have  given  to  carry  on  our  hospital  program.  Also,  in  behalf 
of  the  patients,  I  wish  to  express  to  our  Units  their  gratitude  in 
full  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown  them  during  their  period  of 
hospitalization. 

Every  one  in  North  Carolina  knows  of  Oteen;  but  not  many 
people  are  correctly  informed — I  venture  to  say — as  to  the  great 
work  which  this  huge  Government  Hospital  is  doing.  This  hospital 
has  a  Medical  Staff  of  twenty-four  physicians,  including  the  Medical 
Officer  in  Charge,  three  dentists  and  seventy-four  nurses. 

The  food  costs  for  Veterans’  Bureau  T.  B.  Hospitals  vary;  the 
average  cost  being  $1.40  per  day  per  patient.  In  this  group  the 
lowest  is  $1.17  per  day  per  patient,  while  the  highest  is  $1.88.  The 
food  costs  for  Oteen  patients  is  $1.23  per  day  per  patient. 

The  cost  of  operating  a  Veterans’  Bureau  T.  B.  Hospital  ranges 
from  $4.27  to  $6.09  per  day  per  patient.  The  actual  cost  of  operating 
the  United  States  Veterans’  Hospital  at  Oteen  is  $5.41  per  day 
per  patient. 

The  fiscal  year  1930-1931  reports  show  13%>%  arrested  T.  B. 
cases  of  the  585  patient  body. 

Construction  work  in  all  probability  will  be  started  October  first 
on  the  two  new  buildings,  which  will  give  250  additional  beds. 

The  foregoing  interesting  facts  and  figures  have  been  furnished 
to  your  chairman  through  the  courtesy  of  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical 
Officer  in  Charge. 

All  purchases  are  made  at  the  Post  Exchange,  including  sweaters, 
slippers  and  other  creature  comforts  for  the  patients.  All  invoices 
are  itemized,  and  10%  deducted. 

My  accounts  have  been  audited  from  August  9,  1930,  to  July  9, 
1931,  and  the  balance  on  hand  agrees  with  bank  statement.  All  in¬ 
voices,  bank  statements  and  cancelled  checks  have  been  sent  to  our 
Department  President  for  the  department  files. 

Your  chairman  has  written  approximately  twelve  hundred  let¬ 
ters,  sent  telegrams,  answered  all  inquiries  promptly  and  to  the  best 
of  her  ability.  All  records  have  been  carefully  filed. 
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In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation 
to  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  and  our  De¬ 
partment  Secretary,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll,  for  their  unfailing  as¬ 
sistance  so  freely  given. 

“These  friends  I  have  their  affection  tried”  are  I  hope  my  friends 
forever;  and  to  them  is  due  much  praise  for  the  work  accomplished. 
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CREATURE  COMFORTS  PROVIDED  THE  PATIENTS  FROM  THE 
DEPARTMENT — REHABILITATION  FUND 


Sweaters  _ 

Bath  Robes  _ 

Pajamas  _ 

Bedroom  Slippers  _ 

Cartons  of  Cigarettes 

Cigars  _ 

Vases  _ 

Water  Jugs  and  Glasses 
Easter  Greeting  Cards  ... 

Thanksgiving  Cards  _ 

Christmas  Cards  _ 

Jonquils  _ 


_  37 

_  13 

_  3 

_  109 

_  288 

_  444 

_  126 

_  116 

_  600 

_  600 

_  600 

_  38  doz. 


Hose 

Shirts 

Tobacco 

Watches  Repaired 
Underwear 


List  of  Miscellaneous  Articles 

Tooth  Paste 


Shaving  Cream 
Razors  and  Blades 
Stamps 
Playing  Cards 


Lenses  for  Spectacles 


GIFTS 

caps — Madison,  Neb.  _ $  7.50 

bedside  bags — Madison,  Neb.  _  11.00 

dresser  scarfs — Madison,  Neb.  _  4.50 

ice  bag  covers — Madison,  Neb.  _  4.00 

hot  water  bottle  covers — Madison,  Neb.  _  4.50 

bedside  bags — Madison,  Neb.  _  64.00 

comfort  kits — Madison,  Neb.  _  18.00 

beanies — Madison,  Neb.  _  48.00 

Check  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge _  5.00 

cross  word  puzzle  books — Miss  Jane  Duggan _  7.00 

cartons  cigarettes — Maryland  _  2.60 

stamps — Maryland  _  2.00 

beanies  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge _  18.00 
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31  small  pillows  with  extra  slip  from  M.  E.  Sunday  School 
Class  in  Charlotte,  through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs. 

Nabors  _  62.00 

Check  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge _  5.00 

Check  to  be  prorated  to  nurse  patients  from  Virginia 

from  Virginia  Past  Presidents’  Parley _  15.00 

Miscellaneous  gifts  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  at 
Christmas  time,  which  made  up  15  packages  for  Re¬ 
ceiving  Ward  and  35  packages  for  Negro  Ward _  125.00 

Check  from  Asheville  Negro  Post  for  Negro  Ward 

Christmas  (smokes)  _  10.00 

6  cartons  of  cigarettes  from  Raleigh  Woman’s  Club _  7.20 

24  writing  pads — Pensacola,  Fla.  _  24.00 

250  envelopes — Pensacola,  Fla.  _  2.50 

50  pens  and  50  pencils — Pensacola,  Fla.  _  5.00 

24  writing  boards  sent  to  Medical  Officer _  12.00 

Geographical  magazines — personal  friend  _  5.00 

34  glass  bowls  for  flowers  _  3.40 

2  sweaters  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge _  8.00 

2  caps  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge _  3.00 

Check  from  personal  friend  to  assist  with  Christmas  work  20.00 

14  caps  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge _  21.00 

500  envelopes — Pensacola,  Fla.  _  5.00 

24  writing  tablets — Pensacola,  Fla.  _  3.60 

50  pens — Pensacola,  Fla.  _  2.50 

50  pencils — Pensacola,  Fla.  _  2.50 

Check  from  Secretary  and  Treasurer  Lincolnton  D.  A. 

R.  Chapter  _  75.00 

Check  from  North  Carolina  Past  Presidents’  Parley  for 

nurse  patients  _  10.00 

41  packages  handkerchiefs  for  New  York  patients — New 

York  _  20.50 

Christmas  packages  to  19  Ohio  patients  from  Toledo  Unit  19.00 
19  pairs  of  bed  slippers  from  Kings  County  Post,  New 

York,  for  New  York  patients _  47.50 

Checks  totalling  _  339.00 

from  Department  of  Florida  for  Florida  non-compen- 
sated  patients. 

Magazines  _  10.00 

5  gifts  from  Abbeyville,  S,  C.,  for  South  Carolina  patients  5.00 

Check  from  Abbeyville,  S.  C.,  for  South  Carolina  patients  5.00 
Check  sent  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  from  South  Caro¬ 
lina  patients  _  5.00 

2  sweaters  and  4  caps  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge _  14.00 
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Articles  of  clothing  sent  by  Mrs.  Davis  of  Durham,  N.  C.  31.50 

Check  for  flowers  from  Lincolnton  D.  A.  R -  2.50 

Money  order  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  to  be  pro¬ 
rated  to  five  South  Carolina  patients _ , _  5.00 

Check  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  for  flowers _  1.00 

Lily — gift  from  personal  friend  _  5.00 

Check  from  Cherryville,  S.  C.,  for  South  Carolina  patients  5.00 
12  beanies  from  Hooper,  Neb.  _  18.00 

2  sweaters  and  caps  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  in  Charge _  11.00 

5  cartons  of  cigarettes  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  7.50 

Check  from  Department  of  Florida  Past  Presidents’ 

Parley  prorated  to  nurse  patients _  10.00 

12  beanies  from  Hooper,  Neb.  _  18.00 

3  subscriptions  to  McCalls  Magazine  from  Ruth  Club — 

Winston-Salem  _  3.00 

Check  from  Abbeyville,  S.  C.,  prorated  to  four  South 

Carolina  patients  _  4.00 

Check  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  prorated  to  five  South 

Carolina  patients  _  5.00 

An  approximate  valuation  of  flowers  contributed  to  the 

hospital  by  local  florist  _  300.00 


Total _ $1,521.30 


CENTRAL  FUND 

Summary  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
August  9,  1930 — July  9,  1931 


Central  Fund  Deposited _ $3,392.76 

Central  Fund  Disbursed  _  3,216.01 


Lost  in  Bank  Failure  _ 

Balance  on  hand  July  9,  1931- 
In  American  National  Bank 
Refunded  _ 


$  176.75 

_  128.20 

_ $  48.55 

$128.20 

25.64 


To  be  refunded 


$102.56 
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DEPARTMENT  REHABILITATION 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 

August  9,  1930 — July  9,  1931 

Receipts  _ $1,047.97 

Disbursements  _  1,014.80 


$  33.17 

Lost  in  Bank  Failure  _  14.54 


Balance  on  hand  July  9,  1931 _ $  18.63 

In  American  National  Bank _ $14.54 

Refunded  _  2.91 


To  be  refunded  _ $11.63 

POPPY  FUND 

Deposited  _ $1,444.89 

Disbursed  _  1,444.89 


Balance _  .00 

UNIT  REPORTS 

Ashboro  _  No  report 

Asheville  _ $  772.75 

Bakersville  _  No  report 

Belmont  _  160.75 

Boone  _  No  report 

Burlington  _  185.54 

Canton  _  19.70 

Chapel  Hill  _  172.17 

Charlotte  _  226.00 

China  Grove  _  49.75 

Clinton  _  45.00 

Columbia  _  52.12 

Concord  _  175.47 

Davidson  _ 108.40 

Dunn-Erwin  _  138.12 

Durham  _  378.17 

Elizabeth  City  _  No  report 

Elkin  _  25.50 

Farmville  _  36.30 

Fayetteville  _  100.04 

Forest  City  _ No  report 

Franklinton  _  34.00 


100 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Fuquay  Springs  _  77.00 

Gastonia  _  83.55 

Goldsboro  _  127.30 

Greensboro  _  261.42 

Greenville  _ 

Hamlet  _  92.05 

Henderson  _  275.91 

Hendersonville  _  72.00 

Hickory  _  156.35 

High  Point  _  208.05 

Kannapolis  _  31.40 

Kings  Mountain  _ 69.50 

Kinston  _  60.25 

Leaksville-Spray  _  28.10 

Lenoir  _  125.00 

Lexington  _  145.78 

Lincolnton  _ 

Littleton  _  43.00 

Louisburg  _  42.25 

Lumberton  _ 

Marion  _  61.47 

Maxton  _  69.00 

Mebane  _  26.00 

Monroe  _  78.50 

Mooresville  _  85.85 

Morehead  City  _  37.00 

Morganton  _  97.45 

Mt.  Airy  _  95.04 

Mt.  Holly  _ 

New  Bern  _  196.25 

Newton  _  132.50 

North  Wilkesboro  _  145.49 

Oxford  _  156.25 

Pittsboro  _ 

Raeford  _  32.42 

Raleigh  _  527.48 

Rocky  Mount  _ 278.50 

Rutherfordton  _  51.25 

Salisbury  _  185.12 

Sanford  _  32.75 

Scotland  Neck  _  184.75 

Shelby  _  176.23 

Siler  City  _  53.57 

Snow  Hill  _  58.70 


No  report 


No  report 


No  report 


No  report 


No  report 
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Southern  Pines  _  84.90 

Spring  Hope  _  No  report 

Statesville  _  220.10 

St.  Pauls  _  81.27 

Tarboro  _  126.19 

Taylorsville  _  85.19 

Troy  _  No  report 

Wadesboro  _  No  report 

Wake  Forest  _  No  report 

Warrenton  _  152.50 

Washington  _  175.00 

Waynesville  _  44.75 

Weldon  _  75.50 

Whiteville  _  No  report 

Wilmington  _  305.72 

Wilson  _  266.50 

Windsor  _  No  report 

Winston-Salem  _  704.99 


Total _ $9,662.87 

SUMMARY 

Central  Fund  _  $3,216.01 

Rehabilitation  Fund  _  1,014.80 

Unit  Reports  _  9,662.87 

Service  Worker’s  Salary  _  1,100.00 

Gifts  _  1,521.30 

Stationery  furnished  by  the  Department _  98.82 


Total  Value  of  Hospital  Work _ $16,613.80 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Martha  F.  Claverie, 

(Mrs.  J.  S.) 

North  Carolina  Department  Hospital  Chairman 
and  Service  Worker ,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

REHABILITATION  REPORT 

Through  the  fine  cooperation  of  the  Units  the  Rehabilitation  work 
has  been  carried  out  in  a  very  systematic  manner. 

Your  chairman  has  written  four  hundred  letters  and  cards;  an¬ 
swered  all  inquiries  promptly,  and  to  the  best  of  her  ability.  All 
records  have  been  carefully  filed.  The  following  is  a  detailed  record 
of  my  work: 
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One  hundred  forty-nine  patients  discharged  from  Oteen  from 
January  1  to  June  1,  have  been  contacted.  292  ex-service  men  in 
North  Carolina  prisons  were  contacted  at  Christmas.  The  Units  have 
reported  435  cases  investigated.  1,569  individuals  helped.  $2,592.69 
in  actual  money  spent.  $3,079.12  value  of  food,  clothing. 

This  report  covers  the  work  of  only  sixty-three  Units.  Thirty- 
one  Units  having  failed  to  report  up  to  July  10. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ruby  F.  Johnson, 

(Mrs.  F.  L.) 

Department  Rehabilitation  Chairman. 
AMERICANISM  REPORT 

I  am  happy  to  submit  to  you  the  Americanism  report  for  1930- 
1931.  It  speaks  for  itself  and  the  fine  spirit  of  the  local  Americanism 
Chairmen  who  have  held  high  the  torch  of  education  and  information 
in  their  respective  communities  and  written  a  record  of  achievement 
in  Americanism  work  that  will  live  long  after  we  who  serve  today 
are  gone. 

As  your  Department  Americanism  Chairman,  I  have  attended 
each  Executive  Board  meeting  held  during  the  year;  also  Post  Of¬ 
ficers’  Conference  in  Gastonia  and  one  Area  Conference.  Six  Ameri¬ 
canism  bulletins  have  been  sent  out. 

Flag  Study  Week,  observed  in  February,  our  Americanism  month, 
has  been  our  great  endeavor  to  reach  the  school  boys  and  girls  of 
North  Carolina.  During  the  past  three  years  I  have  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  serving  with  you  as  your  Department  Americanism  Chair¬ 
man.  A  Flag  questionnaire,  containing  twenty-five  questions  and 
answers  pertaining  to  the  history  of  our  Flag,  Flag  Study  Week 
plan  and  Americanism  calendar  for  the  year  1931  was  sent  to  each 
local  Americanism  Chairman  in  the  month  of  January.  In  February, 
the  Americanism  Chairman  interviewed  teachers  and  placed  Flag 
Codes  and  Flag  questionnaires  in  city  schools  and  contacted  every 
school  in  a  number  of  counties.  School  authorities  have  expressed 
their  thanks  through  the  newspapers  to  the  local  Units  for  their 
Flag  Education  Program.  I  wish  I  had  room  to  include  sketches  of 
letters  and  clippings  in  report. 

The  number  of  Flag  Codes  used  during  1931  Flag  Study  Week 
is  more  than  twenty  thousand,  reaching  how  many  thousand  school 
boys  and  girls?  I  do  not  know — others  who  have  studied  the  reports 
of  this  study  place  the  number  of  school  children  reached  near  five 
hundred  thousand.  Who  can  tell? 
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FLAG  STUDY  WEEK  IN  THE  SCHOOLS 

Kings  Mountain  observed  Flag  Study  Week  by  placing  one  thou¬ 
sand  Flag  Codes  in  seven  counties  and  all  city  schools.  Three  framed 
copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  were  given  as  prizes. 
Studied  Flag  Code  in  Unit  meetings.  Americanism  considered  out¬ 
standing  work  of  Unit. 

Durham  Americanism  Chairman  wrote  letters  to  all  principals 
of  city  and  county  schools  in  the  interest  of  Americanism  program. 
Placed  two  hundred  Flag  Codes  in  schools. 

Hickory  placed  codes  in  schools  and  presented  patriotic  programs; 
Siler  City  interviewed  teachers  and  contacted  schools,  using  one  Flag 
Code  for  each  grade  in  school;  China  Grove  used  75  codes  in  the 
schools;  Leaksville  placed  65  codes  in  hands  of  teachers;  Davidson 
had  all  school  boys  and  girls  learn  the  pledge  to  the  Flag;  Shelby 
placed  1,000  Flag  Codes  in  the  city  and  county  schools;  Charlotte 
placed  1,000  Flag  Codes  in  schools,  Flag  Questionnaire  was  given 
over  the  radio;  Morganton  placed  500  codes  in  schools;  Clinton  used 
600  codes;  Spring  Hope  550  codes;  Salisbury  placed  Flag  Codes  in 
all  city  and  county  schools. 

Raleigh  Americanism  Chairman  visited  twelve  city  schools  four 
times  each.  Studied  the  Flag  Code,  using  the  same  codes  that  were 
used  in  Flag  Study  Week  last  year.  Americanism  programs  were 
given  over  the  radio.  Raleigh  sponsored  Poppy  Day  Poster  Contest. 
Unit  gave  $2.50  in  gold  for  award.  Posters  were  placed  in  local 
merchants’  windows.  Presented  Patriotic  Radio  Play,  featuring 
George  Washington’s  request  of  Betsy  Ross  to  make  a  flag.  Patriotic 
songs  by  thirty  school  children. 

Lexington  presented  one  patriotic  program  in  the  schools  Flag 
Study  Week;  Louisburg  reports  contacting  schools — teachers  used 
Flag  Codes  in  each  schoolroom  all  during  the  year;  Dunn  contacted 
schools,  using  100  codes,  patriotic  school  programs,  presented  dur¬ 
ing  Flag  Study  Week;  New  Bern  placed  500  codes  in  the  schools 
and  presented  interesting  patriotic  programs;  Scotland  Neck  used 
500  Flag  Codes;  St.  Pauls  150.  The  President  of  St.  Pauls  Unit 
organized  “The  Sons  of  Legionnaires.”  St.  Pauls  report  work  done 
continuously  throughout  the  year  to  interest  citizens  in  better  citizen¬ 
ship.  Wilson  placed  Flag  Codes  in  the  hands  of  teachers,  in  both 
white  and  colored  schools;  Snow  Hill  reports  Flag  Study  Week  as 
outstanding  activity  of  Unit.  The  2,000  Flag  Codes  used  last  year 
in  the  schools  were  used  again  this  year. 

Chapel  Hill  presented  interesting  patriotic  programs  in  the 
schools.  The  children  in  the  first  grade  in  one  school  made  large 
flag  during  Flag  Week.  Flag  Codes  were  placed  in  both  white  and 
colored  schools.  Rutherfordton  placed  500  codes  in  the  schools;  Max- 
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ton  used  100;  Belmont  presented  interesting  Flag  Programs  in  the 
schools;  Columbia  placed  Flag  Codes  in  the  hands  of  every  teacher 
in  Tyrrell  and  Washington  counties,  using  500  codes — thirty  prizes 
were  given;  Elkin  contacted  schools,  using  250  Flag  Codes. 

Fayetteville  used  500  Flag  Codes.  Americanism  Chairman  pre¬ 
sented  Americanism  program  to  teachers  in  February,  stressing  ob¬ 
servation  of  Washington’s  and  Lincoln’s  birthdays  during  Flag  Study 
Week.  The  birthdays  of  Lincoln  and  Washington  were  observed  in 
almost  every  school  in  the  county.  A  public  spirited  citizen  whose 
son  was  a  World  War  Veteran,  presented  every  school  in  Cumber¬ 
land  County  with  a  beautiful  picture  of  Washington.  In  a  grade  in 
one  school  the  teachers  had  pupils  make  a  scrap  book,  using  pictures 
of  Washington  and  other  great  patriots  born  in  February.  One 
grade  in  school  was  requested  to  write  “My  Oath  as  an  American 
Citizen.”  A  teacher,  at  the  request  of  the  Americanism  Chairman, 
conducted  a  poster  contest.  Fayetteville  gave  $2.50  in  gold  for  best 
Americanism  poster.  Studied  Flag  Code  and  Questionnaire  in  Unit. 

Taylorsville  placed  250  Flag  Codes  in  the  schools  and  gave  24 
flags  to  school  boys  and  girls. 

Elizabeth  City  placed  250  Flag  Codes  in  the  schools  and  gave 
framed  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  award  for 
highest  average  in  the  study  of  the  Flag  Code  and  Questionnaire. 

Farmville  contacted  1,085  school  boys  and  girls  in  both  white 
and  colored  schools.  During  Flag  Study  Week  a  flag  program  was 
presented  with  colored  placards  showing  the  first  flag  and  each 
subsequent  change.  The  Farmville  Unit  presented  an  American 
flag  and  a  Legion  Service  Flag  to  the  Legion  Home. 

Greensboro  studied  Flag  Code  in  Unit  and  gave  25  Flag  Codes 
to  teachers.  Had  Flag  Questionnaire  given  over  the  radio. 

High  Point  used  500  Flag  Codes  in  contacting  schools  during 
Flag  Study  Week. 

Henderson  used  500  Flag  Codes,  presented  interesting  flag  pro¬ 
grams  and  had  a  Legionnaire  talk  in  each  school  during  Flag  Study 
Week.  “A  Flag  in  Every  Home”  drive  was  sponsored  by  Ameri¬ 
canism  Committee. 

Goldsboro  placed  1,500  Flag  Codes  in  the  hands  of  the  boys  and 
girls.  504  boys  and  girls  made  the  honor  roll  in  the  study  of  the 
Flag  Code  and  Questionnaire. 

Washington  placed  one  Flag  Code  in  each  schoolroom  in  city 
schools  for  Flag  Study  Week. 

Marion  presented  five  patriotic  programs  in  the  schools  during 
Flag  Study  Week. 

North  Wilkesboro  placed  1,000  Flag  Codes  in  city  and  county 
schools  and  gave  three  framed  copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
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United  States  as  prizes  to  the  grades  in  city  and  county  schools 
making  the  highest  average  in  Flag  Code  and  Flag  Questionnaire. 
Unit  studied  United  States  Constitution  questionnaire. 

Troy  observed  Flag  Study  Week,  using  250  Flag  Codes.  Interest¬ 
ing  patriotic  programs  were  presented  in  the  schools.  Two  framed 
copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  were  given  as  prizes 
to  the  grade  in  schools  making  the  highest  average  in  the  study  of 
the  Flag  Code  and  Flag  Questionnaire.  Six  girls  from  the  seventh 
grade  in  one  school  gave  entire  Flag  Questionnaire  and  answers 
from  memory  at  Unit  meeting. 

Warrenton  placed  400  Flag  Codes  and  observed  Flag  Study 
Week  and  National  Education  Week  in  an  interesting  way  in  all 
county  schools.  A  flag  was  presented  John  Graham  High  School 
with  appropriate  exercises.  A  flag  was  also  presented  the  Girl 
Scout  organization. 

Newton  placed  200  Flag  Codes  and  2,000  copies  of  the  Flag  Ques¬ 
tionnaire  in  city  and  county  schools.  Americanism  Chairman  re¬ 
ceived  marvelous  reports  concerning  the  study  of  the  Flag  Ques¬ 
tionnaire  in  the  schools.  Newton  Unit  presented  two  flags  to  public 
schools. 

Wilmington  contacted  schools  during  Flag  Study  Week,  using 
100  Flag  Codes. 

Canton  placed  300  codes  in  the  schools  and  presented  Public 
Patriotic  Program  during  Flag  Study  Week. 

Hendersonville  contacted  city  and  county  schools  during  Flag 
Study  Week  and  gave  framed  copies  of  the  Constitution  to  the 
grades  in  city  schools  making  highest  average  in  the  study  of  the 
Flag  Code  and  Flag  Questionnaire.  Flags  were  given  county 
schools  for  highest  average. 

Asheville  placed  700  Flag  Codes  in  all  city  and  twenty-two  county 
schools.  Flag  Codes  and  Flag  Questionnaires  and  answers  were 
mailed  the  principals  of  twenty-two  schools,  also  to  the  teachers  of 
history  in  all  city  and  county  schools.  Flag  Codes  were  given  to 
100  Boy  Scouts,  to  ministers,  Y.  W.  C.  A.  classes  and  to  adult  night 
school  teachers.  Flag  Questionnaires  and  answers  were  given  over 
radio.  A  three  by  five  woolen  flag  was  given  Grace  School  as  an 
award  in  the  Americanism  contest  carried  on  through  the  year  in 
each  grade.  A  five  by  six  flag  was  given  to  the  baseball  team  at 
McCormack  Field  with  appropriate  exercises  on  Memorial  Day. 

Boone,  Huntersville,  Kannapolis,  Waynesville  and  Mebane  ob¬ 
served  Flag  Study  Week  in  the  schools.  Number  of  Flag  Codes  used 
not  given. 

Monroe,  Raeford,  Ashboro  report  Americanism  stressed  at  Unit 
meetings. 
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Winston-Salem  observed  Flag  Study  Week  using  400  Flag  Codes. 
A  flag  and  citizenship  program  was  sponsored  in  high  school.  The 
Americanism  Chairman  presented  Flag  holder  with  National  and 
State  Flags  to  Junior  A.  L.  A.  One  hundred  Flag  Codes  were  dis¬ 
tributed  to  officers  of  the  Woman’s  Club,  Junior  Woman’s  Club, 
American  Legion,  Boy  and  Girl  Scout  Troop  leaders  and  many  others. 
By  request  of  Girl  Scout  Executive  Americanism  Chairman  made 
a  talk  on  citizenship  to  assembly  troop  leaders.  The  editors  of  local 
papers  at  request  of  Americanism  Chairman  wrote  and  published 
an  article  on  the  History  and  use  of  the  National  Flag  and  the  days 
on  which  it  should  be  displayed.  Americanism  Chairman  assisted 
in  program  celebrating  Flag  Day  held  in  ballroom  of  Robert  E.  Lee 
Hotel  when  the  Clyde  Bolling  Post  presented  four  American  flags 
to  local  Girl  Scouts,  Boy  Scouts,  Alpha  and  Kappa  societies. 

Burgaw  and  Reidsville  are  new  Units  and  are  planning  now 
their  Americanism  work  for  next  year.  Watch  these  new  Units! 

Wilson,  Scotland  Neck  and  Windsor  have  presented  various 
Americansim  plays,  contatas  and  tableaux  in  the  city  schools  and  to 
Parent-Teachers  Associations  and  Kiwanis  Clubs.  Several  schools 
reported  sponsoring  Americanism  poem  and  story  contests. 

Tarboro  placed  75  Flag  Codes  in  the  schools.  Tarboro  children 
have  made  interesting  Americanism  scrap  books. 

West  Jefferson,  Ashe  County,  has  no  Unit  but  Flag  Study  Week, 
sponsored  by  the  Parent-Teacher  Association,  was  observed  in  the 
West  Jefferson  schools;  375  Flag  Codes,  Flag  Questionnaires  and 
answers  were  used. 

Mooresville  placed  179  Flag  Codes  in  county  schools  and  50  in 
city  schools.  School  boys  and  girls  collected  newspaper  clippings  for 
“Pershing  Note  Book”  for  school. 

Lumberton  contacted  a  number  of  schools.  One  Indian  school 
making  the  highest  grade  in  the  study  of  the  Flag  and  Flag  Ques¬ 
tionnaires  was  presented  a  large  flag  and  flag  pole  by  Auxiliary. 
One  other  school  in  county  making  highest  percentage  was  presented 
a  large  flag  pole  by  the  Legion. 

Concord  sponsored  a  sale  of  American  Flags  for  home  display 
on  patriotic  days.  Davidson  reports  Flag  Study  Week  observed  in 
the  schools,  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
given  to  each  grade  in  school  making  the  greatest  gain  in  “Gain  in 
Weight”  campaign.  Littleton  observed  Flag  Study  Week  in  the 
schools.  Large  United  States  Flags  were  given  the  two  grades 
making  highest  average  in  the  study  of  the  Flag  and  Flag  Ques¬ 
tionnaire.  Weldon  observed  Flag  Study  Week  using  one  Flag  Code 
to  each  grade  in  school.  Presented  interesting  Americanism  pro- 
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grams  in  the  schools.  Had  speaker  on  Memorial  Day — Flag  Code 
read  at  service. 

Lenoir  presented  interesting  patriotic  programs  in  the  schools. 

Gastonia  observed  Flag  Study  Week  by  placing  Flag  Code  in 
the  hands  of  each  child  in  mill  schools.  On  May  20  the  Americanism 
Committee  placed  in  the  Auditorium  of  each  of  the  seven  grammar 
schools  in  the  city  a  beautiful  North  Carolina  Flag  at  a  cost  of 
$50.75.  These  flags  were  presented  with  impressive  exercises.  A 
member  of  the  Americanism  Committee  made  the  presentation  speech 
in  each  school.  The  Superintendent  of  city  schools  accepted  the 
flags  and  expressed  great  appreciation  for  this  gift  from  the  Aux¬ 
iliary. 

INTERESTING  INDIFFERENT  CITIZENS 

Ninety  per  cent  of  Units  report  the  effort  to  inform  and  interest 
the  public  through  the  following  activities:  Newspaper  articles,  bet¬ 
ter  citizenship  classes,  local  newspaper  columns,  public  citizenship 
programs,  community  welfare  drives,  stressed  singing  of  National 
Anthem  in  public  meetings  and  in  schools,  asked  local  ministers 
to  preach  on  Americanism,  famous  speakers  secured  for  public  cele¬ 
bration  of  patriotic  anniversaries  and  holidays.  Patriotic  programs, 
talks  and  songs  over  the  radio. 

The  Flag  Questionnaire  and  answers  were  published  in  local 
papers  and  given  over  radio.  A  member  of  Gastonia  Unit  helped 
in  “Made  in  America  Campaign,”  emphasizing  the  use  of  American- 
made  articles  to  help  the  unemployed.  Rocky  Mount  sponsored  the 
sale  of  flags  on  Flag  Day. 

BOY  AND  GIRL  SCOUT  WORK 

The  following  Units  report  cooperating  with  Boy  and  Girl  Scout 
work:  Siler  City,  Asheville,  Canton,  Lexington,  Clinton,  Dunn, 
Winston-Salem,  Scotland  Neck,  Warrenton,  Wilmington,  Columbia, 
Weldon,  Mebane,  Durham.  Team  of  ten  workers  secured  $347.00 
for  Boy  Scout  work.  St.  Pauls  Unit  report  organizing  Girl  Scout 
troop.  One  member  of  Gastonia  Unit  gives  practically  her  entire 
time  to  Scout  work,  promoting  character  building  and  citizenship 
training  every  day.  Much  literature  and  advice  has  been  given  to 
many  communities  in  the  vicinity  of  Gastonia  on  the  organization 
and  leadership  of  Camp  Fire  groups. 

The  following  Units  gave  Legion  Award  Medals:  Lexington,  Dur¬ 
ham,  New  Bern,  Winston-Salem  gave  Legion  Award  Medal  to  Boy 
Scouts  of  high  school  age. 

Fayetteville  and  Snow  Hill  presented  three  Legion  Award  Medals. 
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ESSAY  CONTESTS 

Asheville  reports  Essay  Contests  on  Americanism  carried  on 
through  the  entire  year  in  Grace  School.  Durham  gave  $2.50  in  gold 
for  best  Historical  essay  in  Senior  High.  Americanism  Chairman 
of  Winston-Salem  Unit  gave  lovely  medal  to  Girl  Scout  for  best 
essay  on  “American  Citizenship.”  Scotland  Neck  gave  $5.00  in  gold 
as  prize  in  Patriotic  Essay  Contest  in  the  schools. 

Troy  and  Fayetteville  sponsored  Essay  Contest  on  “Americanism” 
in  high  school.  Kannapolis  sponsored  interesting  Essay  Contest  in 
the  schools  and  gave  contest  prizes. 

Newton  codperated  with  Legion  in  sponsoring  Oratorical  Con¬ 
test  in  the  schools  and  gave  prize  of  $10.00  in  gold. 

Leaksville,  Clinton,  New  Bern,  Spring  Hope,  Warrenton,  Taylors¬ 
ville  and  Tarboro  sponsored  Patriotic  Essay  Contests  in  the  schools. 

Weldon  and  Scotland  Neck  gave  $5.00  in  gold  to  schools  for  best 
essay  on  “Americanism.” 

Henderson  gave  $5.00  and  $3.00  as  prizes  in  a  Patriotic  Decla¬ 
mation  Contest  in  the  schools. 

North  Wilkesboro  cooperated  with  the  Legion  in  sponsoring  Ora¬ 
torical  Contest.  A  girl  in  Wilkesboro  school  won  second  prize  in 
Legion  Oratorical  Contest  in  Raleigh. 

COMMUNISTIC  DISTURBANCE 

Two  Units  report  Communistic  disturbance.  The  city  schools  of 
Gastonia,  feeling  that  Communistic  influence  could  best  be  counter¬ 
acted  by  teaching  patriotism  and  love  for  the  Flag,  gave  time  and 
study  to  this  in  the  schools.  The  school  board  bought  for  the  Audi¬ 
torium  of  each  school  a  handsome  American  flag,  also  a  small  flag 
for  each  room  in  the  schools.  Each  child  memorized  the  Flag  Salute 
and  every  chapel  assembly  was  started  with  it.  Each  child  memo¬ 
rized  the  American  Creed  and  the  National  and  State  Anthems.  “The 
American  Flag — Its  Grandeur  and  Glory,  A  Manual  for  Boys  and 
Girls”  was  studied  in  each  grade.  There  were  home,  school  room 
and  chapel  programs  on  all  patriotic  days.  The  Americanism  Chair¬ 
man  cooperated  in  the  above  splendid  program.  If  every  school  in 
America  adopted  Gastonia’s  Patriotic  Education  program  in  a  few 
short  years  America  would  have  an  educated  and  informed  citizen¬ 
ship  with  an  individual  love  and  reverence  for  our  Flag  and  Country, 
and  the  one  hundred  per  cent  American  citizenship  would  be  a 
reality  and  not  just  a  dream.  Congratulations,  Gastonia! 

CONSTITUTION  WEEK 

The  following  Units  codperated  in  the  observance  of  Constitu¬ 
tion  Week:  Siler  City,  Asheville,  Kings  Mountain,  Davidson,  Colum- 
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bia,  Washington,  Marion,  North  Wilkesboro,  Mebane,  Weldon,  Lum- 
berton,  Tarboro,  Spring  Hope,  Lexington,  Gastonia  and  Maxton. 

AMERICAN  EDUCATION  WEEK 

The  following  Units  cooperated  with  the  schools  in  the  observance 
of  American  Education  Week:  Siler  City,  Asheville,  Durham,  Kings 
Mountain,  China  Grove,  Davidson,  Shelby,  Louisburg,  Winston-Salem, 
Warrenton,  Columbia,  Rutherfordton,  Taylorsville,  Washington, 
Marion,  North  Wilkesboro,  Mebane,  Weldon,  Canton,  Hickory,  Lum- 
berton,  Wilson,  Tarboro,  Spring  Hope,  Gastonia  and  Maxton. 

WORKING  AMONG  FOREIGN  BORN 

Ninety  per  cent  of  units  report  no  foreign  born.  Winston-Salem 
Americanism  Chairman  reports,  “Foreign  born  have  been  so  satis¬ 
factorily  absorbed  as  citizens  that  no  special  Americanism  work  is 
required  among  them.” 

Wilmington  reports  interesting  work  among  foreign  born.  Ameri¬ 
canism  Committee  assisted  in  naturalization  exercises  of  twelve 
aliens.  Weldon  assisted  in  getting  naturalization  papers  for  foreign 
born.  Gastonia  reports  reaching  foreign  born  through  their  children. 
A  number  of  children  of  foreign  born  belong  to  scout  troops. 

OBSERVANCE  OF  PATRIOTIC  HOLIDAYS 

Seventy-one  Units  report  observance  of  patriotic  holidays  and 
anniversaries.  A  large  number  of  Units  report  cooperation  of  Ameri¬ 
canism  Committee  with  all  Unit  activities,  stressing  C.  M.  T.  C., 
National  Defense,  Legislation  and  Community  Service. 

The  Department  Americanism  Chairman  wishes  to  commend  the 
Charlotte  Unit  for  the  “Bessie  Henderson  Rust”  Americanism  trophy. 
A  beautiful  silver  loving  cup  to  be  offered  each  year  to  the  Unit 
doing  the  most  outstanding  work  among  the  illiterate  and  foreign 
born,  given  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Bessie  Henderson  Rust,  who  brought 
honor  to  the  Charlotte  Unit  by  earning  the  Americanism  award  for 
the  best  Americanism  work  done  by  any  local  Americanism  Chair¬ 
man  in  the  year  1929.  A  lovely  tribute  to  the  memory  of  her  worthy 
mother  is  the  $5.00  in  gold  offered  annually  to  the  small  Unit  doing 
the  best  Americanism  work  by  Mrs.  Ua  Rust  Iseley.  These  tributes 
not  only  honor  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Rust,  but  through  the  years  will 
be  a  constant  call  to  Americanism  Chairman  to  “carry  on”  and  a 
reminder  that  Americanism  work  well  done  lives  forever! 

I  have  appreciated  the  help  received  from  the  National  Ameri¬ 
canism  Chairman,  Mrs.  Malcolm  Douglas;  Department  President, 
Mrs.  Miller,  and  Area  Americanism  Chairman,  Mrs.  Wade  Dickens, 
Scotland  Neck;  Mrs.  Eugene  Taylor,  Asheville;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Jennette, 
Henderson,  and  Mrs.  Gertie  Mathews,  New  Bern. 
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Especially  do  I  appreciate  the  magnificent  response  of  the  Ameri¬ 
canism  Committee  and  the  school  authorities  of  North  Carolina  to 
our  Flag  Education  program  in  the  schools.  To  plant  a  love  for 
“God  and  Country”  in  the  hearts  of  children  is  to  render  a  lasting 
service  to  our  community,  State  and  Nation.  Americanism  Chairmen, 
I  congratulate  you!  Your  wonderful  cooperation  has  made  it  a 
pleasure  to  serve  you  as  Department  Americanism  Chairman. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher, 

Department  Americanism  Chairman. 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE  REPORT 

It  was  my  privilege  as  Chairman  of  National  Defense  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  Department  at  the  National  Defense  Conference  held  in 
Washington,  January  28,  1931. 

At  this  conference  there  were  forty-one  women’s  patriotic  organi¬ 
zations  represented.  The  chairman  this  year  was  Mrs.  Robert  Lin¬ 
coln  Hoyal.  The  conference  lasted  for  two  days,  with  an  array  of 
authoritative  speakers  presenting  all  phases  of  the  question  on 
National  Defense  to  the  delegates. 

Your  chairman,  while  in  Washington,  called  on  our  Senators  and 
Congressmen,  urging  their  support  of  all  National  Defense  bills. 
The  following  bills  were  passed  by  the  71st  Congress: 

Public  Law  745  appropriated — 

$2,779,129  for  C.  M.  T.  C.  Camps. 

6,537,785  for  Organized  Reserve  Corps. 

3,970,000  for  Reserve  Officers’  Training  Corps. 

500,000  for  the  Promotion  of  Rifle  Practice. 

4,620,835  for  the  Naval  Reserve,  of  which 
906,156  is  available  for  Aviation. 

130,000  for  Reserve  Training  Corps. 

Public  Law  868  appropriated — 

$50,000  to  the  War  Policies  Commission  for  the  investigating 

of  Universal  Draft  Proposal. 

There  have  been  three  National  Defense  bulletins  this  year.  The 
Unit  Presidents  have  been  urged  to  assist  in  securing  desirable 
young  men  for  the  C.  M.  T.  C.  camps.  The  result  was  most  grati¬ 
fying.  A  prize  of  ten  dollars  in  gold  was  given  by  two  members 
of  the  Auxiliary  through  the  Commander  of  the  C.  M.  T.  C.  at 
Fort  Bragg  (activity  selected  by  the  Commander)  to  W.  M.  Porter, 
526  Louise  Avenue,  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  for  the  highest  pistol  score 
among  240  students  in  the  Red  Course.  Fifty-three  Units  reported 
a  special  National  Defense  meeting  and  twenty-one  Units  reported 
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a  speaker  on  this  phase  of  the  work.  This,  I  am  sure,  shows  an  in¬ 
creasing  interest  in  one  of  the  most  vital  subjects  concerning  our 
Nation  today.  The  Auxiliary,  in  this  as  in  other  subjects,  supple¬ 
ments  the  Legion’s  program,  which  is  an  adequate  National  De¬ 
fense,  one  that  will  give  our  Nation  protection  and  security. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  the  Department  this  year,  and 
to  our  President  and  efficient  Secretary  I  wish  to  express  my  grati¬ 
tude  for  their  cooperation. 

Jenny  Erwin  Craven, 
National  Defense  Chairman. 

LEGISLATIVE  REPORT 

Your  department  enacted  carefully  the  bills  that  came  up  in 
both  the  State  Legislature  and  the  71st  Congress  during  the  last 
session  and  asked,  when  advised  by  the  Legion,  through  telegrams 
to  Senators  and  Congressmen. 

Your  National  Defense  Chairman  and  Department  President  con¬ 
tacted  North  Carolina  Senators  and  Representatives  while  attend¬ 
ing  National  Defense  Conference,  securing  support  for  National  De¬ 
fense  program  endorsed  at  Conference. 

The  Units  have  carried  our  Legislative  plan  out  beautifully  and 
because  of  your  interest  I  am  giving  a  brief  resume  of  legislation  that 
we  were  especially  interested  in  and  sponsored  enacted  during  our 
last  Congress: 

Public  Law  743,  the  Emergency  Adjusted  Compensation 
Act,  passed  over  the  President’s  veto  February  26,  1931,  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  increase  of  loan  value  on  certificate  to  50%, 
at  a  rate  of  interest  not  to  exceed  4M>%  compounded  annually. 

House  Report  2290,  containing  findings  of  the  committee 
appointed  under  authority  of  H.  Res.  220  to  investigate  Com¬ 
munistic  activities,  printed  as  a  Public  Document. 

Two  measures,  designed  to  restrict  benefits  of  the  disabled , 
defeated:  One,  an  amendment  to  H.  R.  16,982,  to  reduce  com¬ 
pensation  of  men  without  dependents  in  hospitals  to  $20  per 
month.  The  other,  an  amendment  to  H.  R.  16,415,  to  deny 
retirement  pay  under  the  Disabled  Emergency  Officers  Act 
to  any  retired  officer  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  receiv¬ 
ing  an  annual  salary  in  excess  of  $2,000.  Public  Law  720, 
appropriated  $866,012,732  to  the  Veterans’  Administration,  an 
increase  of  $108,298,712  over  last  year.  Public  Law  719  ap¬ 
propriated  $383,780  to  the  Department  of  Labor;  one-half 
of  this  sum  to  be  expended  in  the  Veterans’  Employment  Serv¬ 
ice.  Public  Law  868  authorized  an  appropriation  of  $20,877,000 
for  additional  hospital  and  Soldiers’  Home  construction — the 
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largest  hospital  construction  bill  ever  enacted.  It  contem¬ 
plates  needed  construction  up  to  1935  and  establishes  definitely 
a  policy  of  hospitalization  for  all  veterans  irrespective  of  the 
service  connection  of  their  disability.  Bills  were  enacted  ap¬ 
propriating  $21,765,180  for  construction  of  hospitals  author¬ 
ized  at  previous  sessions.  Public  Law  620  authorized  an  ap¬ 
propriation  of  $3,200,000  for  a  new  Naval  Hospital  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  providing  400  beds  for  World  War  Veterans.  Public 
Law  732  authorized  an  appropriation  of  $3,200,000  for  a  Naval 
Hospital  for  Washington,  D.  C.,  providing  285  beds  for  World 
War  Veterans.  Public  Law  718  appropriated  $580,180  to  com¬ 
plete  construction  of  hospital  at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas.  Pub¬ 
lic  Resolution  138  appropriated  $5,000,000  for  hospital  con¬ 
struction  authorized  under  the  Act  of  March  4,  Public  Law 
868.  Public  Law  718  appropriated  $2,779,129  for  the  Citizens’ 
Military  Training  Camps;  $6,537,785  for  the  Organized  Re¬ 
serves;  $3,970,000  for  the  Reserve  Officers’  Training  Corps 
and  $500,000  for  the  promotion  of  Rifle  Practice.  Public  Law 
745  appropriated  $4,620,835  for  the  Naval  Reserve,  of  which 
$906,156  is  made  available  for  aviation;  also  $130,000  for 
the  Naval  Reserve  Officers’  Training  Corps.  Public  Law  868 
appropriated  to  the  War  Policies  Commission  for  the  actual 
expenses  incident  to  the  work  of  investigating  the  Universal 
Draft  proposal  the  sum  of  $50,000.  The  Commission  held  pub¬ 
lic  hearing  from  March  5  to  18,  1931. 

Laws  enacted  in  1931  General  Assembly  in  North  Carolina  en¬ 
dorsed  and  supported  by  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

1.  Prohibiting  the  employment  of  children  under  sixteen  from 
a  specified  list  of  dangerous  employments. 

2.  The  eight-hour  day  for  fourteen-  and  fifteen-year-old  children. 

3.  Prohibiting  the  importing  of  defective  children  into  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  for  placement  or  adoption  who  will  become 
public  charges  later. 

4.  Mothers’  Aid  appropriation  of  $50,000  per  year  and  $5,000 
appropriation  for  boarding  home  care  for  children. 

Sponsored  by  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

Providing  scholarships  in  all  North  Carolina  Educational  Insti¬ 
tutions  of  higher  learning  to  all  compensated  War  Orphans  in  North 
Carolina  . 

That  you  may  continue  this  work  so  well  begun  is  the  wish  of 
this  committee — remembering  that,  “while  still  their  flag  is  flying, 
stout  hearts  never  cease  from  trying.” 

Mrs.  Claude  T.  Bowers, 

Chairman. 
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POPPY  REPORT 

With  great  pleasure  I  report  to  you  the  work  accomplished  by 
the  sale  of  poppies  during  this  past  year.  I  feel  that  this  sale  has 
reached  its  rightful  place  in  our  Department  as  poppies  were  sold 
by  each  of  the  100  Units  and  also  by  several  Posts. 


No.  Units  selling  poppies _ 100 

No.  poppies  sold  _ 135,000 

Amount  received  from  sale _ $11,495.32 


(This  amount  should  be  much  larger  as  24  Units 
failed  to  send  in  the  amount  received  from  sale.) 

Again  we  have  gone  forward  in  the  number  of  poppies  sold  with 
an  increase  of  27,500  poppies  over  last  year.  I  feel  this  was  the 
result  of  a  well-planned  sale  by  each  Unit. 

The  silver  trophy  offered  by  your  chairman  to  the  Unit  making 
the  greatest  increase  in  sale  was  won  by  the  Durham  Unit,  with 
Mrs.  Luther  Barbour  as  President. 

Winston-Salem  sold  the  greatest  number  of  poppies,  selling  10,000 
small  ones  and  1,063  large  ones,  receiving  $1,374.09. 

Raleigh  followed  second  in  number,  selling  7,500,  and  using  five 
dozen  large  ones  to  decorate  graves  in  a  miniature  Flanders  Field 
on  the  Capitol  Square  which  attracted  much  attention  and  many 
comments  throughout  the  State. 

Southern  Pines  made  the  best  average,  getting  21  cents  each. 
Elizabeth  City  was  next,  18  cents;  Scotland  Neck,  16  cents;  David¬ 
son  and  Weldon,  15  cents;  Burlington  and  Gastonia,  14  cents;  Chapel 
Hill  and  Tarboro,  13  cents. 

For  the  first  time  in  North  Carolina  the  poppies  were  made  by 
the  families  of  non-compensated  men  at  Oteen  and  for  this  re¬ 
ceived  approximately  $1,444.50. 

The  Units  have  cooperated  in  every  way  possible  this  year  as 
shown  by  the  increase  in  the  sale. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  with  them  and  work  with  out 
most  efficient  President,  Mrs.  Miller,  and  the  Executive  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lida  Taylor  Pace, 
Department  Poppy  Chairman. 

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 

As  Chairman  of  Membership  in  the  Department  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  year  1930-1931. 

First,  let  me  express  my  appreciation  to  our  beloved  President, 
Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  for  her  inspiring  encouragement  and  to  Mrs. 
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Beatrice  Carroll,  our  faithful  Secretary,  for  her  loyal  and  sincere 
cooperation. 

Our  plans  for  the  year  centered  around  a  more  active  member¬ 
ship  and  the  organization  of  new  Units.  The  result  of  our  efforts 
is  most  gratifying. 

The  first  of  our  two  intensive  membership  drives  was  conducted 
between  November  11  and  December  28,  1930.  Twenty-seven  Units 
were  awarded  National  Citations.  A  list  of  these  is  included  in  the 
Trophy  and  Award  report. 

During  the  National  Automobile  Race  in  Membership  between 
the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  the  Districts  and  Areas  conducted  con¬ 
tests  and  each  Unit  made  a  real  effort  to  increase  its  membership. 
I  am  sure  the  Department  as  a  whole  enjoyed  the  “ups  and  downs” 
of  the  race. 

Eighteen  Units  have  been  organized  and  one  new  District.  The 
20th  District  has  been  formed.  The  new  Units  are:  Bayboro,  Black 
Mountain,  Bryson  City,  Burgaw,  Canton,  Carthage,  Edenton,  Eliza¬ 
bethtown,  Elkin,  Fair  Bluff,  Fremont,  Hayesville,  Marshville,  Oteen, 
Reidsville,  Southport,  Wallace,  and  Warsaw.  The  Fair  Bluff  Unit, 
with  a  membership  of  37,  is  the  largest  of  these  new  Units. 

The  First  District  has  more  than  doubled  its  membership  and 
the  Seventh,  Eighth,  Tenth,  Twelfth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Sev¬ 
enteenth,  Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth  Districts  have  exceeded  their 
quota. 

Areas  One,  Two,  Four  and  Five  have  enrolled  more  than  their 
quota. 

For  the  third  consecutive  year,  Raleigh  Unit  No.  1,  under  the 
direction  of  their  enthusiastic  Membership  Chairman,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Murphy,  retains  the  honor  of  being  the  largest  Unit  in  the  De¬ 
partment. 

Kannapolis  and  Taylorsville  more  than  doubled,  while  Monroe 
enrolled  five  times  and  Hamlet  almost  nine  times  their  1930  mem¬ 
bership. 

To  Taylorsville  and  Durham  goes  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
to  enroll  the  equal  of  their  1930  membership.  Taylorsville  had  a 
1930  membership  of  less  than  75  and  Durham  more  than  75. 

Mrs.  W.  J.  Reese,  Nineteenth  District  Committeewoman,  and  Mrs. 
George  Burkhead,  Twelfth  District  Committeewoman,  hold  the  honors 
for  being  the  first  to  enroll  the  1931  quota  for  their  respective  dis¬ 
tricts.  Mrs.  Reese,  with  a  District  of  less  than  four  Units,  and  Mrs. 
Burkhead,  with  five  or  more  Units. 

I  wish  to  especially  commend  Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris,  Seventh  District 
Committeewoman,  for  her  work  in  organizing  four  new  Units  in 
her  District. 
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Forty-five  Units  enrolled  their  1931  quota.  They  are  as  follows: 


Ashboro 

Hamlet 

Raeford 

Belmont 

Henderson 

Rocky  Mount 

Boone 

Hendersonville 

Rutherfordton 

Charlotte 

Hickory 

Sanford 

China  Grove 

Kannapolis 

Salisbury 

Clinton 

Lexington 

Siler  City 

Columbia 

Littleton 

Southern  Pines 

Concord 

Lumberton 

Spring  Hope 

Dunn-Erwin 

Maxton 

Statesville 

Durham 

Monroe 

Tarboro 

Elizabeth  City 

Mooresville 

Taylorsville 

Farmville 

Mt.  Airy 

Troy 

Fayetteville 

Newton 

Waynesville 

Forest  City 

Oxford 

Weldon 

Franklinton 

Pittsboro 

Whiteville 

Thirteen  Units 
follows : 

equaled  their  1930 

membership.  They 

High  Point 

Morehead  City 

Snow  Hill 

Kings  Mountain 

Morganton 

Wadesboro 

Lenoir 

North  Wilkesboro 

Wilmington 

Louisburg 

Raleigh 

Shelby 

Winston-Salem 

Several  new  trophies  and  awards  were  offered  this  year  showing 
new  interest  in  this  phase  of  our  work.  The  names  of  the  winners 
may  be  found  in  the  Trophy  and  Award  Report. 

Our  President,  Mrs.  Miller,  offered  $5.00  in  gold  to  the  Unit 
whose  1930  membership  was  less  than  75  that  first  equaled  that 
membership;  another  $5.00  in  gold  to  the  Unit  organized  this  year 
that  had  the  largest  membership  on  July  15,  1931.  Mrs.  Miller  also 
gave  two  copies  of  the  Department  History  to  the  District  Commit- 
teewoman  that  first  enrolled  their  District’s  1931  quota,  one  to  the 
District  with  less  than  four  Units  and  the  other  with  a  District 
with  five  or  more  Units. 

Your  Membership  Chairman  offered  $5.00  in  gold  to  the  Unit 
whose  1930  membership  was  over  75  that  first  equaled  that  mem¬ 
bership.  A  gold  membership  pin  to  the  member  of  a  Unit  organized 
this  year  who  enrolled  the  most  members  for  her  Unit.  A  silver 
bracelet  made  at  Oteen  to  the  District  Committeewoman  who  organ¬ 
ized  the  most  Units  in  her  District. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Kay  Jewelry  Co.,  of  Charlotte,  Mrs. 
Andrew  offered  a  silver  trophy  to  the  Unit  whose  1930  membership 
was  over  100  that  made  the  greatest  numerical  gain  in  member- 
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ship.  This  is  not  a  permanent  award  and  in  case  of  a  tie  will  be 
awarded  on  a  percentage  basis. 

Several  of  the  District  Committeewomen  and  Area  Chairmen 
gave  awards  to  the  Units  in  their  territory.  These  awards  and  the 
winners  are  filed  in  the  Trophy  and  Awards  or  the  District  Reports. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  attend  the  Executive  Committee  meet¬ 
ings;  the  Fourth  Area  Conference  at  Statesville,  and  several  of  the 
Unit  meetings;  also  to  attend  two  Legion  Post  meetings  in  the 
interest  of  the  membership  of  their  Units. 

Eight  monthly  bulletins  were  sent  to  the  Unit  Presidents  and 
Membership  Chairmen  and  five  hundred  personal  letters  written. 
Over  three  hundred  postal  cards  were  written  for  special  campaigns. 

With  one  hundred  Units  organized  the  membership  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina  stands  at  the  highest  point  in  its  his¬ 
tory.  Now  that  we  have  made  this  gain  I  hope  that  we  will  be  able 
to  give  each  member  a  chance  to  serve  actively  in  the  great  cause 
for  which  we  are  working.  This  is  the  only  sure  way  in  which  we 
can  hold  their  interest.  Enrolling  a  large  membership  and  then 
allowing  the  interest  of  the  new  members  to  lapse  is  wasted  effort. 

This  year  we  have  tried  to  look  farther  than  the  close  of  our 
administration  and  hope  we  have  done  our  part  in  building  firmly 
for  the  future.  To  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  each  Unit  belongs 
the  credit  for  the  enrollment  of  our  6,210  members  and  to  them  I 
am  sincerely  grateful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lois  B.  Andrew  (Mrs.  C.  P.), 
Department  Membership  Chairman. 

UNIT  ACTIVITIES  REPORT 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  manifested  throughout  the 
Units  an  earnest  effort  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  the  organ¬ 
ization.  We  have  been  very  seriously  handicapped  by  the  financial 
depression  which  is  prevailing,  and  as  a  result  of  this  we  have  had 
more  opportunities  for  service  than  ever  before.  Naturally  our  funds 
have  been  limited  and  our  efforts  curtailed  some,  but  withal  our  pro¬ 
gram  has  steadily  gone  forward. 

The  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare  and  Prison  Committees  have 
responded  to  the  call  with  whole  hearts  and  much  good  has  been 
accomplished.  The  most  state-wide  activity  seemed  to  be  aiding  the 
ex-service  men  and  their  families  during  the  hard  winter  months 
and  securing  employment  for  those  who  did  not  have  permanent 
positions. 

Mrs.  Frank  Petway,  whose  unexpired  term  I  am  filling  by  ap¬ 
pointment,  sent  out  a  bulletin  early  in  the  year,  outlining  the  ac- 
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tivities  for  the  ensuing  period.  Many  of  the  Units  have  used  this 
as  a  guide  for  their  monthly  meetings.  Almost  one  hundred  per  cent 
of  the  Units  reporting  have  conducted  their  meetings  according  to 
the  procedure  outlined  in  the  manual  of  ceremonies. 

In  addition  to  the  unusual  success  of  our  official  Poppy  Sale,  16 
Units  have  reported  the  planting  of  “Flander’s  Field  Poppy  beds.” 
Others  are  planning  to  have  a  plot  next  year. 

Three  Washington  elms  were  planted,  while  trees  and  shrubs  of 
other  varieties  have  been  planted  in  cooperation  with  city  programs 
or  as  memorials. 

More  than  half  of  the  Units  report  that  surveys  have  been  made 
of  their  Gold  Star  Mothers,  deceased  sons,  and  the  place  of  burial. 
Twenty  Units  have  registered  the  graves  of  deceased  veterans. 

We  have  seven  active  Junior  organizations. 

Four  Units  sent  in  with  their  questionnaire  the  600-word  article 
competing  for  the  National  Trophy. 

Our  patriotic  days,  with  the  exception  of  Constitution  day,  were 
observed  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  extend  this  report,  as  the  work  of 
the  Units,  for  the  past  year,  will  be  fully  detailed  in  the  reports  of 
your  various  committee  chairmen.  I  wish  to  express  to  your  De¬ 
partment  officers  my  deep  appreciation  of  their  unfailing  cordiality 
and  codperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Kittie  H.  Warlick  (Mrs.  Wilson), 

Department  Unit  Activities  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  FIDAC  ACTIVITIES 

When  our  beloved  President  honored  me  by  naming  me  Chairman 
of  Fidac,  I  resolved  to  make  this  a  worth  while  Fidac  year.  Prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  year’s  work  begun  with  much  enthusiasm  and  high  hopes 
for  the  future  development  of  an  enlarged  program  of  service  in 
this  important  Department,  was  carried  on  beneath  the  shadow  of 
a  great  sorrow.  The  protracted  critical  illness  of  my  father  has 
prevented  my  carrying  on  as  I  expected  to  do  and  as  this  important 
work  demanded. 

However,  due  to  the  beautiful  cooperation  of  the  various  Units 
of  the  Department  some  constructive  work  has  been  accomplished. 

In  response  to  the  questionnaire  sent  out,  I  find  that  a  majority 
of  the  Units  gave  a  Fidac  Program  and  studied  Czechoslovakia.  A 
few  had  subscribed  to  the  Fidac  Revieiv. 

International  good  will  and  peace  was  promoted  by  means  of  writ¬ 
ten  articles  to  the  city  papers,  and  outstanding  work  among  the 
foreign  born,  etc.  Only  two  Units  reported  no  Fidac  work. 
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The  Statesville  Unit  had  the  pleasure  of  having  as  their  guest 
on  May  30,  1931,  Mrs.  Adalin  Wright  McAuley,  National  President 
of  Fidac,  and  it  was  a  great  privilege  to  hear  her  splendid  address. 

I  am  most  appreciative  of  the  splendid  cooperation  given  me  by 
the  Unit  Presidents.  They  have  been  most  helpful. 

It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  be  associated  with  Mrs.  Miller, 
our  President,  and  to  her  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  and 
gratitude  for  her  aid  and  encouragement.  My  only  regret  is  that  I 
could  do  no  more. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  Pemberton, 
Department  Chairman  of  Fidac. 

GOLD  STAR  REPORT 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  your  Gold  Star  Chairman  brings  to  you 
the  following  report: 

There  have  been  seventy  Units  heard  from  in  answer  to  the 
questionnaire  sent  out. 

There  are  364  Gold  Star  members  enrolled,  176  Gold  Star  Mothers. 

It  was  surprising  what  a  great  work  some  of  these  reports  in¬ 
cluded.  Practically  every  Unit  had  honored  in  some  way  their  Gold 
Star  members. 

Gold  Star  Mothers  have  been  given  membership  and  Gold  Star 
Unit  pins,  banquets,  luncheons,  honor  guest  at  monthly  meetings, 
have  had  their  Gold  Star  Mothers  who  made  the  trip  to  France  give 
account  of  trip,  special  remembrance  on  holidays.  One  Unit  sent 
membership  cards  in  attractive  holiday  folder  for  Christmas.  This 
same  Unit  has  five  Gold  Star  Mothers,  each  one  living  seven  or  eight 
miles  away.  Transportation  is  furnished  them  to  special  meetings. 
Mothers’  Day  cards  and  flowers  are  sent  them. 

Gold  Star  Mothers  making  the  pilgrimage  to  France  this  year 
were  given  bags,  miscellaneous  showers,  boxes  of  candy  and  money 
to  buy  wreaths  for  sons’  graves. 

Regular  bulletins  have  been  sent  to  Unit  Presidents  and  Gold 
Star  Chairmen.  Have  written  letters  of  greeting  and  best  wishes 
to  each  Gold  Star  Mother  making  the  pilgrimage  to  France  this  year. 

At  the  suggestion  of  your  Department  President  to  compile  a 
complete  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  your  Gold  Star  Mothers 
and  widows,  their  son’s  name  and  where  buried,  I  sent  each  Unit  a 
card  asking  for  this  list.  I  have  received  the  names  and  addresses 
of  112  Gold  Star  Mothers  and  where  their  sons  are  buried.  Two 
Gold  Star  widows,  their  address  and  where  husbands  are  buried. 

May  I  not  urge  every  Unit  to  keep  an  accurate  record  of  all  Gold 
Star  eligibles.  Would  like  to  compile  these  records  by  counties. 
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With  appreciation  for  all  suggestions  and  help  from  our  Depart¬ 
ment  President,  the  interest  and  cooperation  by  the  Units,  this  re¬ 
port  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Ione  Gresham  (Mrs.  C.  I.), 
Department  Gold  Star  Chairman. 

MUSIC  REPORT 

There  have  been  thirty-eight  questionnaires  filled  in  and  returned 
to  me.  Out  of  this  number  only  twenty-eight  have  Music  Chairmen, 
namely:  Durham,  Raleigh,  Tarboro,  Wilmington,  Mt.  Airy,  Hender¬ 
son,  Morganton,  Rocky  Mount,  Lincolnton,  Charlotte,  Weldon,  Bel¬ 
mont,  Winston-Salem,  China  Grove,  Statesville,  North  Wilkesboro, 
Newton,  Louisburg,  Snow  Hill,  Marion,  Hendersonville,  St.  Pauls, 
Siler  City,  Lumberton,  Gastonia,  Ashboro,  Goldsboro,  Salisbury,  and 
Mebane.  There  may  still  be  others  who  have  not  reported. 

There  are  seven  Junior  organizations  to  report. 

Most  of  the  Units  are  using  the  “Star  Spangled  Banner”  at  regu¬ 
lar  meetings  and  have  memorized  it.  Also,  “America”  and  “America 
the  Beautiful,”  along  with  the  popular  war  songs,  are  being  used 
quite  extensively. 

There  were  fifteen  Units  in  the  State  to  observe  National  Music 
Week. 

A  Glee  Club  has  been  organized  at  Mebane;  Raleigh,  Henderson 
and  Siler  City  have  each  organized  a  trio  and  Durham  and  St.  Pauls 
each  have  a  quartette. 

A  number  of  radio  programs  have  been  given  by  different  Units 
throughout  the  State,  also,  special  music  was  rendered  for  Memorial 
Day  and  Armistice  Day  programs. 

Other  musical  numbers  have  been  given  at  Legion  Banquets, 
luncheons,  etc.  Altogether  there  seems  to  have  been  much  interest 
shown  in  music  in  our  Auxiliary  during  the  past  year  and  much 
progress  has  been  made. 

I  hope  next  year  the  Department  will  have  an  active  chairman 
and  Pm  sure  the  work  will  go  over  the  top. 

I  wish  to  extend  good  wishes  to  the  Music  Department  of  all 
Units  and  regret  very  much  not  being  with  you  during  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Cozart, 

Department  Music  Chairman. 
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JUNIOR  AUXILIARY  REPORT 

As  Chairman  of  the  Junior  Auxiliary  activities  I  wish  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

Throughout  the  year  I  have  done  everything  possible  to  encourage 
Junior  membership  and  separate  meetings  for  the  children,  with  a 
Chairman  to  direct  their  activities. 

Bulletins  have  been  issued  regularly  and  two  questionnaires  sent 
to  the  Unit  Presidents  to  be  filled  out  and  returned.  My  report  is 
based  on  information  received  from  these  questionnaires. 

Your  Chairman  offered  a  prize  to  the  member  in  the  State  (Junior 
or  adult)  enrolling  the  largest  number  of  Junior  members  before  De¬ 
cember  31.  A  $5  gold  piece  has  been  offered  to  the  Junior  Auxiliary 
in  a  town  with  more  than  15,000  population  making  the  best  rounded- 
out  report.  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Past  Department  President,  of¬ 
fered  a  similar  prize  in  towns  with  less  than  15,000.  These  prizes 
will  be  presented  at  the  Convention  by  the  Trophies  and  Awards 
Chairman. 

There  are  eleven  organized  Junior  Auxiliaries  in  North  Carolina, 
as  shown  by  the  following  list  with  the  number  of  members: 

Charlotte,  33;  Dunn-Erwin,  17;  High  Point,  9;  Greenville,  6; 
Greensboro,  7;  Newton,  20;  Raleigh,  15;  Statesville,  17;  St.  Pauls, 
16;  Washington,  19,  and  Winston-Salem,  20. 

Four  of  these  have  been  organized  this  year:  Charlotte,  Newton, 
Statesville  and  Winston-Salem.  In  addition,  four  Units  reported 
eleven  members:  Chapel  Hill,  2;  Columbia,  3;  Morganton,  3,  and 
New  Bern,  3.  Total  members  of  Junior  Auxiliary  190.  Money  value 
of  work  reported  by  the  eleven  Junior  Auxiliaries  $217.95. 

All  members  of  the  Unit  under  16  years  of  age  are  Juniors,  but 
may  be  divided  into  groups  with  a  cradle-roll  list  if  desired.  Raleigh 
follows  this  plan. 

The  Juniors  have  engaged  in  activities  of  various  kinds  and  many 
of  them  would  do  credit  to  the  work  of  adults.  I  wish  to  mention 
just  a  few:  sent  packages  of  cigars,  cigarettes,  etc.,  to  the  men  at 
Oteen;  made  favors  and  valentines  for  these  men;  filled  Christmas 
stockings;  made  scrap-books  and  other  things  for  the  children  at  the 
Oteen  Clinic;  furnished  milk  to  sick  and  undernourished  children; 
collected  clothing  and  gave  to  needy  families  in  the  community; 
played  Santa  Claus  to  children  of  disabled  veterans;  helped  decorate 
graves  on  Memorial  Day,  in  one  instance  carrying  wreaths  in  which 
were  hundreds  of  tiny  red  poppies;  sold  poppies  on  Poppy  Day. 

A  number  of  units  plan  to  organize  early  next  year  and  stress 
Junior  membership. 

I  appreciate  the  honor  of  serving  as  Junior  Chairman  but  regret 
that  I  could  do  no  more  to  help  the  cause. 
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The  first  Executive  Board  meeting  of  the  year  held  in  Charlotte 
was  attended,  and  as  this  is  written  (on  July  20)  plans  are  made 
to  attend  the  meeting  in  Morehead  City.  It  is  regretted  that  cir¬ 
cumstances  over  which  I  had  no  control,  prevented  attendance  of  the 
meeting  held  in  Gastonia  and  Greensboro,  respectively. 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  attend  the  second  Area  Conference  held  at 
Clinton  and  make  a  short  talk  on  Junior  work. 

I  wish  to  thank  our  President  and  secretary  for  help  given  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  Also,  I  wish  to  thank  our  Membership  Chairman,  Mrs. 
C.  P.  Andrew,  and  Publicity  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cabell  Young,  for  help 
given. 

In  closing  I  wanf  to  urge  each  Unit  to  enroll  Junior  members, 
even  if  not  ready  to  organize.  A  start  will  be  made  in  that  direction 
and  children  can  be  organized  when  enough  members  have  joined 
the  Unit. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Miss)  Julia  McNeill, 
Department  Chairman  of  Junior  Auxiliary. 

PUBLICITY  REPORT 

The  mouth  of  any  instrument  is  of  no  mean  import,  so  I  feel  it 
an  honor  and  privilege  to  have  served  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina  in  the  capacity  of  Publicity  Chairman  the  past  year,  al¬ 
though  I  feel  that’l  have  fallen  far  short  of  what  could  have  been 
done. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  Auxiliary  have  we  needed  publicity 
as  much  as  now,  for  since  the  Legion  is  being  so  severely  criticized — 
and  the  Auxiliary,  a  part  of  the  Legion,  must  bear  its  share  of 
criticism — we  should  let  our  critics  know  our  service  is  not  self- 
service,  but  service  for  others. 

In  some  sections  and  some  Units,  the  publicity  has  been  all  that 
could  have  been  asked,  in  others,  silence  prevents  my  making  a  com¬ 
plete  report. 

Through  the  undaunted  efforts  of  our  President,  Mrs.  Miller,  and 
our  Membership  Chairman,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrews,  we  have  one  hundred 
Units,  and  have  gone  over  the  required  quota;  consequently  a  vast 
amount  of  splendid  work  has  been  accomplished.  Reports  of  this 
work  should  be  as  matters  of  interest,  goals  for  achievement  and 
incentives  for  others  to  work  harder. 

Gastonia  and  St.  Pauls  have  kept  the  Auxiliary  to  the  forefront 
in  weekly  columns,  while  the  Department  has  had  the  Unit  Activities 
regularly  in  the  Charlotte  Observer,  Twin-City  Journal- Sentinel,  Wil¬ 
mington  Star,  and  occasionally  the  Raleigh,  and  Greensboro  News. 
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North  Carolina  has  been  very  fortunate  in  National  recognition, 
for  there  have  been  seventeen  articles  concerning  her  activities  in 
the  National  Bulletin — a  large  per  cent,  considering  there  are  fifty- 
one  Departments,  more  than  7,000  Units,  and  only  twelve  issues  of 
the  Bulletin. 

Gleaned  from  recent  questionnaires  to  the  Units  are  the  following 
facts : 

Units  giving  notices  of  meeting  to  local  papers _  65 

Units  giving  accounts  of  meetings  to  local  papers _  65 

Units  reporting  other  items  of  interest  to  papers _  66 


Units  using  Associated  Press  _  14 

Units  keeping  a  scrap-book  _  33 

Units  bringing  scrap-books  to  Convention _  12 

May  I  submit  the  following  suggestions: 


P — ublish  your  meetings,  plans,  and  accomplishments. 

U — se  the  press  and  radio  whenever  you  have  an  opportunity. 

B — ear  aloft  the  torch  for  those  who  paved  the  way. 

L — ink  your  work  with  Department  and  National  through  the  Bul¬ 
letin. 

I — nterest  as  many  as  possible. 

C — ommunicate  and  cooperate  with  your  Department  Publicity  Chair¬ 
man — often. 

I — nstill  into  the  public  a  love  for  America,  Legion,  and  Auxiliary. 
T — reasure  the  purposes  for  which  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  banded 
together. 

Y — esterday  has  gone — Tomorrow  has  not  come — Today  is  ours. 

And  may  we  “spend  our  strength  for  others  to  the  end — 
Then,  oh  one  day 
May  someone  say — 

Would  she  could  pass  this  way  again.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Eva  M.  Young, 

State  Publicity  Chairman. 

RADIO  REPORT 

As  the  year’s  work  nears  its  close,  I  still  feel  a  little  “up  in  the 
air,”  but  I  suppose  that’s  the  proper  place  for  a  Radio  Chairman, 
who  was  chosen  because  she  was  a  natural  born  loud  speaker  and 
was  always  broadcasting!  So  many  of  my  plans  and  hopes  have 
failed  to  materialize  into  realities  this  year  that  I  have  felt  many 
times  that  perhaps  after  all  I  was  just  mere  static.  However,  with 
41  broadcasts  of  various  lengths,  reported  to  me  (not  to  mention 
almost  that  many  more  short  special  announcements,  such  as  Poppy 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


123 


Day)  I  feel  that  we  have  made  some  progress  in  “telling  the  world” 
about  our  work. 

Program  material  from  national,  supplemented  by  information 
kindly  furnished  me  by  various  Department  Chairmen,  has  been  sent 
out  throughout  the  year  to  the  Radio  Chairmen  in  the  six  North 
Carolina  cities  having  stations,  and  reports  show  the  majority  of 
this  material  was  used.  The  national  auxiliary  theme  song,  that 
lovely  haunting  melody,  “I’m  Following  You,”  has  been  used  as  an 
introduction  and  as  a  musical  signature  on  most  of  the  programs. 
This  signifies  that  we  follow  the  Legion. 

Raleigh  leads  in  the  number  of  broadcasts  reported,  they  having 
had  21  since  Miss  Frances  Abernathy  took  charge  of  radio  work 
in  February.  I  wish  I  had  space  to  give  her  complete  report  for  it 
is  a  marvel  of  originality  and  versatility,  covering  a  wide  variety 
of  interesting  subjects.  She  was  even  clever  enough  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  talent  of  the  legislators  who  all  but  became  perma¬ 
nent  residents  of  Raleigh  this  winter!  When  I  go  to  the  National 
Convention  in  Detroit  I  shall  take  Miss  Abernathy’s  report  with  me, 
for  I  am  very  proud  of  it  and  grateful  for  such  fine  work. 

Winston  has  had  a  broadcast  every  month,  under  the  able  direc¬ 
tion  of  Mrs.  Marshall  Cobb,  who  has  been  most  cooperative  all  year. 
Winston  had  two  programs  on  Poppy  Day,  with  additional  announce¬ 
ments  at  opportune  times.  Mrs.  Cobb’s  “news  flash”  program  planned 
for  July  sounds  splendid. 

Greensboro,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Lillian  Witherspoon,  had 
programs  on  Armistice  Day,  Membership  and  Poppy  Day,  thus  cover¬ 
ing  the  most  vital  subjects. 

Asheville  got  publicity  over  WWNC  for  Armistice  Day,  a  whole 
week  before  Poppy  Day  and  for  Memorial  Day,  Mrs.  Gabe  Croom, 
the  Asheville  Unit  President,  reports. 

Mrs.  Hoyal,  our  charming  National  President,  talked  to  the  boys 
in  Oteen  over  the  hospital  broadcasting  system  while  she  was  in 
North  Carolina  in  February,  and  her  graciousness  and  forcefully 
timely  message  meant  a  great  deal  to  the  boys. 

Wilmington  has  not  had  any  broadcasts  because  their  station  did 
not  feel  it  could  give  time  to  the  Auxiliary  free,  and  the  Unit  did 
not  feel  they  could  pay  for  programs.  We  realize  that  each  Unit 
meets  problems  which  must  be  worked  out  as  the  local  people  who 
are  right  on  the  job  think  best. 

Charlotte  has  had  programs  on  the  following  subjects:  Armistice 
Day,  Membership,  Hospital,  National  Defense,  announcement  of  win¬ 
ners  of  membership  citations,  Flag  Study  and  Poppy,  with  Mrs. 
Miller  giving  a  very  lovely  poppy  message.  We  also  received  fre¬ 
quent  mention  of  Poppy  Day  the  week  preceding  it.  May  I  mention 
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a  rather  unique  way  Charlotte’s  Armistice  Day  Program  was  used? 
A  radio  was  installed  in  the  private  dining  room  of  the  Hotel  Char¬ 
lotte,  where  the  Auxiliary  was  entertaining  the  Gold  Star  Mothers 
at  their  annual  luncheon,  and  the  broadcast  was  used  as  the  final 
feature  of  the  luncheon  program.  An  inspiring  Armistice  Day  mes¬ 
sage  was  given  by  an  outstanding  Legionnaire,  with  some  beautiful 
music  suitable  for  the  day,  ending  with  the  solo  “There  is  No  Death,” 
and  it  was  a  thrillingly  sweet  climax  for  the  occasion. 

Most  of  the  stations  have  been  most  gracious  in  giving  us  time, 
and  as  we  realize  broadcasting  is  very  expensive,  and  minutes  rapidly 
amount  to  money,  we  are  most  grateful  to  them  for  the  time  they 
have  given  us  all  over  the  state  this  year.  Our  aim  has  been  to 
put  out  only  programs  of  the  highest  type,  and  by  making  our  few 
minutes  the  most  glowingly  worth  while  time  of  the  day  on  that 
station,  we  feel  that  we  are  paving  the  way  for  a  more  ambitious 
radio  program  in  the  future.  The  radio  committee  feels  that  even 
though  we  haven’t  yet  become  quite  the  institution  that  Amos  ’n 
Andy  are,  we  have  made  some  progress  in  selling  to  the  public  our 
objectives  of  larger  and  more  informed  membership,  more  poppies 
made  and  sold,  that  there  can  be  an  enlargement  of  our  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  and  Rehabilitation  work,  better  understanding  of  our  legislative 
measures  and  our  stand  on  National  Defense.  We  feel  if  we  build 
slowly,  surely  and  solidly,  that  as  the  public  understands  our  aims 
and  great  service  program,  our  membership  will  automatically  in¬ 
crease  and  our  entire  program  advance. 

So,  while  radio  in  North  Carolina  is  still  “in  the  rough,”  let  us 
remember  the  uncouth,  unpromising  diamond  which,  when  it  is  cut 
and  polished,  becomes  a  thing  of  exquisite  beauty.  So,  from  our 
rough  beginning  may  we  see  emerge  something  so  fine  and  sparkling 
and  lovely  that  it  will  diffuse  over  the  State  and  Nation  the  rays 
of  the  ideals  and  principles  which  we  all  love  and  for  which  we  are 
working.  To  all  of  you  who  have  helped  me  in  polishing  our  diamond 
this  year  may  I  say  thank  you. 

Ruth  R.  Kilgo, 

Radio  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  FIRST  DISTRICT 

Edenton,  N.  C.,  was  the  only  active  post  in  the  First  District 
without  an  Auxiliary. 

However,  they  decided  to  organize  July  1,  and  now  have  a  charter 
membership  of  32. 

I  hope  they  will  have  a  very  successful  Auxiliary  and  be  a  great 
asset  to  North  Carolina  in  the  coming  year. 

The  Seth  E.  Perry  Auxiliary,  of  Elizabeth  City,  was  organized  in 
June,  1930,  with  a  charter  membership  of  24. 

Two  months  after  being  organized,  a  play,  “The  Kirmess,”  was 
sponsored,  the  door  receipts  of  which  wTere  $470.00. 

With  the  net  proceeds  of  this  money  an  attempt  was  made  to 
secure  a  tubercular  clinic  for  school  children  but  Dr.  McCain  of 
Sanatorium,  advised  that  the  clinic  would  be  unable  to  come  to 
Elizabeth  City  until  1932. 

In  October,  which  marked  the  beginning  of  the  auxiliary  year, 
the  membership  was  renewed  100  per  cent  for  1931. 

In  November  the  Auxiliary  cooperated  with  the  post  in  a  fitting 
observance  of  Armistice  Day  at  the  courthouse. 

At  Christmas,  gifts  were  sent  to  the  disabled  soldiers  at  Oteen, 
and  gifts  were  also  distributed  among  the  poorer  children  of  the 
city. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  of  Charlotte,  Department  President, 
visited  the  Auxiliary  in  January,  and  this  unit  renewed  its  pledge 
with  her  to  help  North  Carolina  go  over  the  top  for  1931. 

In  February  250  flag  codes  were  placed  in  the  sixth  and  seventh 
grades  of  the  city  schools.  The  sixth  grade  won  the  prize  and  was 
presented  with  a  framed  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  by  the  District  Commander  of  the  First  District  on  behalf 
of  the  Legion  at  a  public  meeting  held  at  the  courthouse. 

The  membership  campaign,  which  was  put  on  in  March,  increased 
the  number  of  our  members  50  per  cent.  However,  the  percentage 
of  increase  now  is  75  per  cent. 

In  April  a  gift  of  money  was  pledged  for  endowment  of  a  loan 
fund  for  North  Carolina  war  orphans  to  enable  them  to  obtain  a 
college  education,  and  a  check  for  $50  has  been  sent  for  that  purpose. 

On  our  Poppy  Day  in  May  the  sum  of  $173.47  was  realized  from 
the  sale  of  a  thousand  poppies.  Two  hundred  of  these  were  sold  in 
Edenton  and  a  delegation  from  the  Seth  E.  Perry  Legion  and  Auxil¬ 
iary  went  to  Edenton  to  participate  in  their  memorial  services  in 
the  courthouse  the  Sunday  after  Poppy  Day. 
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Our  Auxiliary  also  participated  in  the  memorial  services  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  held  on  their  Memorial  Day,  May  10. 

On  June  16,  a  very  successful  dance  was  given  at  the  Virginia 
Dare  Hotel,  and  tentative  plans  were  made  for  a  dance  to  be  held 
in  the  fall. 

The  Auxiliary  cooperated  with  the  Legion  in  the  Fourth  of  July 
celebration  and  it  was  the  biggest  Fourth  the  city  had  seen  in  years. 
Almost  $200  was  realized  from  the  work  on  that  day,  which  was 
turned  over  to  the  Legion  to  help  in  the  erection  of  a  hut  they  are 
planning  to  build. 

All  financial  obligations  have  been  met  for  the  year  and  the  year 
is  closing  with  14  over  its  quota  in  membership  and  $170.00  in  the 
treasury. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Raymond  Moore, 

First  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  SECOND  DISTRICT 

As  Committeewoman  of  the  Second  District  I  wish  to  make  the 
following  report: 

There  are  only  two  posts,  therefore  only  two  Units — Washington 
and  Columbia — in  the  District. 

I  made  one  visit  to  the  Columbia  Unit  and  was  present  at  each 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Washington  Unit. 

I  regret  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  attend  the  Executive 
Board  Meetings  in  Gastonia  and  Greensboro,  but  I  was  present  at 
the  First  Area  Conference  in  Tarboro  and  heartily  endorse  the 
group  conference.  There  were  twelve  representatives  from  Wash¬ 
ington  and  one  from  Columbia  at  this  meeting. 

The  District  was  honored  in  having  the  Department  President, 
Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  visit  and  address  each  Unit  in  January. 

The  Columbia  Unit  won  a  National  Citation  for  Membership  and 
with  a  membership  of  forty  has  paid  all  assessments  and  obligations 


as  follows: 

State  Dues  _ $20.00 

National  Dues  _  10.00 

State  Rehabilitation  _  8.36 

Child  Welfare  _  8.36 

Central  Fund  _  12.00 

Paid  for  Poppies  _  18.75 

Unit  Tax  _  12.00 

Service  Worker  _  7.76 

National  Rehabilitation  _  3.10 

Total  to  Department  _ $100.33 
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Local  Child  Welfare  _ $50.00 

Local  Rehabilitation  _  35.00 

Hospital — Oteen  _  15.00 


Total  of  Year’s  Work _ $200.33 


The  outstanding  activity  of  the  Unit  has  been  the  organization 
of  Girl  Scouts,  planting  of  crepe-myrtle  trees  on  Highway  No.  90 
and  Scuppernong  River  front.  They  assisted  a  widow  in  securing 
Mother’s  Aid  and  did  splendid  work  in  child  welfare. 

The  Washington  Unit  has  a  membership  of  ninety-six;  an  active 
Junior  Auxiliary  with  a  membership  of  twenty.  They  report  the 


following : 

State  Dues  _ $  46.50 

National  Dues  _  23.25 

State  Rehabilitation  _  5.00 

Child  Welfare  _  10.00 

Central  Fund  _  120.00 

Poppies  _  11.00 

Unit  Tax  _  24.00 

Service  Worker  _  26.00 

National  Rehabilitation  _  10.40 


Total  to  Department _ $276.15 

Local  Rehabilitation  _  $10.00 

Gift  to  War  Mothers  for  War  Memorial _  20.00 

Gifts  to  Oteen  _  15.00 


Total  Value  of  Work _ _ $321.15 

Proceeds  of  Poppy  Sale  exceeding  any  former  year  were  $102.42. 


The  outstanding  activity  was  the  work  done  to  make  possible 
monthly  contributions  to  Central  Fund. 

I  acknowledge  with  grateful  appreciation  the  cooperation  of 
the  women  of  the  Second  District  and  to  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller  for 
her  wise  leadership. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  William  B.  Rodman,  Jr., 

Second  District  Committeeivoman. 

REPORT  OF  THIRD  DISTRICT 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  serve  again  as  committeewoman 
for  the  Third  District.  In  retrospecting,  it  is  always  with  a  sense 
of  sadness  for  the  things  left  undone,  but  it  is  also  with  a  sense  of 
happiness  for  the  privilege  of  being  able  to  serve,  especially  as  we 
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of  the  Auxiliary  serve  for  those  who  are  still  in  our  midst.  I  have 
fallen  short  in  a  great  many  respects  this  year,  due  to  many  causes 
beyond  my  control,  but  my  District  has  done  very  well,  considering 
all  conditions. 

I  have  only  been  able  to  attend  two  Executive  Board  Meetings 
this  year. 

Early  in  December,  Mrs.  Tom  Daniels,  Alternate  District  Com- 
mitteewoman,  and  I  visited  Bayboro  with  the  idea  of  organizing  an 
Auxiliary  Unit  there.  Much  interest  was  shown  at  this  meeting 
but  due  to  lack  of  information  with  which  to  fill  all  necessary  blanks 
an  organization  was  not  perfected.  Sixteen  members  signed  the 
charter.  This  Unit  has  been  functioning  well  since  then.  Its  chief 
work  has  been  locally,  helping  the  unemployment  situation,  not  only 
among  the  ex-service  men  but  others  of  that  community. 

It  was  my  extreme  pleasure  to  have  our  President,  Mrs.  Miller, 
visit  my  District  during  January.  We  had  a  most  interesting  meet¬ 
ing  at  New  Bern,  later  coming  on  to  Morehead  City  where  we  met 
with  the  Auxiliary  there  and  after  discussing  Auxiliary  work  at 
large,  plans  for  the  State  Convention  which  is  to  be  held  with  the 
Morehead  City  Unit  were  gone  into. 

New  Bern  Unit,  as  always,  has  come  up  to  the  demands  of  State 
Department.  Members  of  this  Unit  have  been  hit  hard  by  bank 
closings,  etc.,  but  all  financial  obligations  have  been  met  and  volun¬ 
tary  contributions  made  as  well.  The  major  activity  of  this  Unit 
for  the  year  was  the  organization  of  a  Community  Council  under 
the  supervision  of  one  of  its  members,  with  the  aim  of  helping  to 
take  care  of  the  distress  brought  on  by  unemployment.  The  Auxiliary 
worked  with  other  organizations  in  furnishing  milk  and  a  noon  lunch 
for  the  under-nourished  children  of  the  schools.  A  Food  Commissary 
was  established  in  November  and  was  kept  open  until  April.  A  full 
week’s  basket  of  groceries  was  given  on  each  Monday  throughout 
this  period  to  sixty-five  white  families  and  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  negro  families.  The  Annual  Easter  Egg  Hunt,  which  is  put  on 
by  the  Legion  Post  at  New  Bern,  was  aided  by  the  Auxiliary  mem¬ 
bers  who  hid  over  6,000  eggs  for  the  event  and  supervised  the  hunt 
for  children  under  five  years  of  age.  This  Unit  has  done  a  valuable 
work  among  many  sick  men  and  their  families,  furnishing  bed 
clothes,  outer  clothing  and  nourishment;  also  outfitting  many  children 
of  ex-service  men  so  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  continue  in 
school.  Altogether,  New  Bern  Auxiliary  has  carried  out  a  most 
splendid  all-rounded  program  for  the  year,  but  especially  stressing 
local  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation.  Seventy-five  members  have 
been  signed  up. 
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Morehead  City  Unit  has  also  done  excellent  work  this  year.  It 
has  met  all  requirements  of  State  Department  for  which  it  is  to 
receive  a  State  Citation  at  the  Annual  Convention.  Boxes  or  checks 
have  been  sent  to  Oteen  each  month  designated  to  this  Unit  but 
the  greatest  work  of  this  Unit  has  been  among  local  ex-service  men 
and  their  families.  In  November,  a  disastrous  fire  destroyed  a  local 
boat  house  and  railways  in  which  was  a  boat  belonging  to  two  ex- 
service  men.  These  men  were  compensated  men  and  their  all  was 
in  this  boat.  As  soon  as  word  was  received  about  them  homes  were 
provided,  food  and  clothing  freely  given  and  employment  secured. 
At  Christmas  baskets  of  fruit  were  sent  to  them.  Material  was 
bought  and  clothes  made  by  one  of  the  Auxiliary  members  for  five 
unfortunate  children  of  an  ex-service  man.  Toys  were  donated  by 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary.  Morehead  City  Unit  has  co¬ 
operated  with  the  Legion  in  all  its  undertakings  and  has  given  much 
valuable  assistance  to  the  entire  community.  They  have  ever  been 
conscious  of  their  sick  buddies  in  the  hospitals  but  their  outstanding 
achievement  has  been  local  rehabilitation  since  perhaps  as  never 
before  has  there  been  such  a  need  for  this  help.  During  the  latter 
months  much  of  the  thoughts  and  energy  of  the  Morehead  City  Unit 
has  been  toward  plans  for  the  State  Convention.  It  was  the  pleasure 
of  this  Unit  to  have  Mrs.  Miller  down  again  during  June  for  final 
plans  for  the  Convention. 

I  have  tried  to  keep  in  constant  contact  with  the  Units  in  my 
District  and  have  urged  growth  in  membership  at  all  times.  Many 
calls,  telegrams  and  letters  have  been  sent  but  have  kept  no  actual 
count  of  the  number. 

I  wish  to  thank  our  President,  Mrs.  Miller,  for  the  unusual  help 
she  has  been  to  me  and  for  the  personal  interest  she  has  shown 
toward  me  and  mine.  If  Auxiliary  did  nothing  else  but  make  the 
pleasant  friendly  contacts  it  does,  it  would  be  worth  while.  I  also 
wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Carroll  for  her  help  during  the  year.  I  most 
sincerely  thank  Miss  Margaret  Gray,  of  Winston-Salem,  for  the 
information  given  to  help  the  Morehead  City  Unit  in  planning  for 
the  Annual  Convention.  I  must  not  forget  to  also  thank  Mrs.  John 
Langston,  our  Area  Chairman,  for  her  assistance  at  all  times  during 
the  year.  And  to  the  members  of  the  Units  of  my  District  I  thank 
you  for  the  work  you  have  done.  Perhaps  the  opportunity  has  been 
greater  this  year  than  ever  before.  You  have  done  a  noble  work  and 
it  has  been  a  pleasure  and  honor  to  have  served  with  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Floyd  M.  Chadwick, 

Third  District  Committeewoman. 
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REPORT  OF  FOURTH  DISTRICT 

During  the  past  year  the  Bertie  Unit  of  The  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  which  is  the  only  Unit  in  the  Fourth  District,  has  de¬ 
voted  the  greater  part  of  its  time  to  welfare  work.  Several  families 
having  been  visited  and  food  and  clothing  distributed  among  them. 

Two  attempts  were  made  to  organize  a  Unit  in  Williamston,  but 
without  success.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  present  financial  de¬ 
pression  has  governed  the  lack  of  interest  in  things  of  a  public 
nature,  but  hope  within  the  next  year  there  will  be  an  active  Unit 
in  Williamston. 

The  Bertie  Unit  has  served  the  Legion  with  several  suppers.  This 
was  done  with  a  view  of  assisting  the  Legion  to  acquire  new  mem¬ 
bers,  thereby  making  more  women  eligible  for  the  Auxiliary.  I  am 
hoping  this  Unit  will  be  able  to  make  a  successful  membership  drive 
in  the  fall. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Pugh, 

Fourth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  FIFTH  DISTRICT 

As  committeewoman  of  the  Fifth  District,  I  was  privileged  to 
attend  only  two  of  the  four  Executive  Board  Meetings — the  first 
one  of  the  year  in  Charlotte,  in  October,  and  the  last  in  Morehead 
City,  in  July.  However,  I  have  striven  diligently  to  carry  forward 
my  work  by  keeping  in  close  contact  with  the  Units,  mostly  through 
correspondence,  having  written  over  a  hundred  letters. 

An  effort  was  made  to  arouse  interest  to  organize  a  Unit  in  En¬ 
field,  but  was  unsuccessful.  I  exerted  much  effort  in  Rosemary. 
The  members  of  the  Post  were  interested — the  adjutant  worked  with 
me  in  trying  to  organize  a  Unit.  While  we  did  not  succeed,  we  trust 
that  sufficient  interest  was  created  for  one  to  be  formed  next  year. 

I  attended  our  Area  Conference  in  Tarboro  in  April,  at  which 
time  eight  of  our  units  gave  splendid  reports. 

There  are  nine  active  Units  in  our  District,  and  each  one  de¬ 
serves  honorable  mention  for  its  accomplishments  under  the  con¬ 
fronting  difficulties — space  will  not  permit  my  giving  more  than  a 
few  words  to  each  Unit.  However,  I  congratulate  each  one  and  give 
to  each,  my  own  personal  citation!  I  think  six  out  of  the  nine — 
perhaps  more — will  be  presented  state  or  national — or  both — citations 
at  the  convention. 

1.  Rocky  Mount — Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare,  outstanding 
activities.  Much  local  rehabilitation  work  done — members  of  every 
family  of  ex-service  men  were  remembered  in  some  way.  Extensive 
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public  activities — secured  over  $300  from  merchants  of  town  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  appropriate  Armistice  Day  program.  On  Flag 
Day,  sold  flags  to  the  extent  of  $126.  The  Unit  maintained  an  office 
and  assisted  around  three  hundred  veterans — white  and  colored — in 
making  applications  for  loans  and  in  securing  copies  of  honorable 
discharge  from  the  army  and  navy.  They  stand  ready  to  continue 
this  assistance,  whenever  needed. 

2.  Wilson — Outstanding  work,  Rehabilitation,  particularly  at 
Oteen;  also  some  local  work.  This  Unit  uses  the  circle  plan  very 
successfully  in  holding  meetings.  Assisted  War  Mothers  in  prepar¬ 
ing  and  serving  Armistice  Day  dinner  to  500  ex-service  men.  Pre¬ 
sented  their  past  district  committeewoman  and  past  unit  president 
lovely  gifts. 

3.  Greenville — While  they  report  no  outstanding  accomplishment, 
they  have  carried  on  good,  steady  work.  Have  helped  several  needy 
cases  in  the  local  community.  Met  all  financial  obligations. 

4.  Scotland  Neck — Chief  objective,  Rehabilitation.  Made  generous 
contributions  to  Child  Welfare  and  Central  Fund.  They  gave  $5.00 
in  gold  to  winner  in  Americanism  essay  contest  in  local  high  school. 
Met  all  financial  obligations. 

5.  T arbor o — Local  Child  Welfare  work,  and  their  own  boys, 
greatest  interest.  Hostess  to  Area  Conference.  Their  best  financial 
activity  other  than  an  excellent  Poppy  sale  was  Tag  Day  during 
fair.  Met  all  obligations. 

6.  Littleton — Met  all  obligations.  Honored  every  Gold  Star 
Mother  in  the  community  with  a  membership  in  the  Unit.  Made  sub¬ 
stantial  contributions  to  Oteen.  Provisions  and  “Santa  Claus”  given 
needy  families  and  veterans.  Observed  all  patriotic  days.  Cooper¬ 
ated  with  P.  T.  A.  in  observing  music  week.  Two  flags  presented 
to  the  school. 

7.  Spring  Hope — Met  all  obligations.  Local  charity  work  done. 
Cooperated  with  other  patriotic  organizations  in  observing  public 
holidays.  Armistice  Day  observed  with  fitting  exercises  at  which 
time  an  evergreen  tree  was  planted  in  memory  of  the  only  veteran 
buried  in  local  cemetery.  Flag  presented  to  school  during  Flag  Week 
observance. 

8.  Farmville — Met  all  obligations.  Greatest  work,  local  Rehabili¬ 
tation  and  Child  Welfare.  Contributed  $32  toward  furnishing  Legion 
Hall.  Marked  veteran’s  grave.  Observed  patriotic  holidays.  Ob¬ 
served  Flag  Week  in  both  white  and  colored  schools. 

9.  Weldon — This  Unit  takes  pride  in  the  fact  that  it  has  met 
every  financial  obligation  and  exceeded  its  membership  quota  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  it  lost  every  penny  through  bank  failure  and  had 
to  make  good  checks  returned  for  state  and  national  dues.  This  was 
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made  possible  by  gratifying  Poppy  sale,  bridge  tournament,  outdoor 
carnival,  and  personal  contributions.  Unit  has  concentrated  on  Re¬ 
habilitation,  cooperated  with  other  organizations  in  observing  all 
patriotic  days. 

Acknowledging,  with  grateful  appreciation,  the  cooperation  I 
have  had  from  Mrs.  Miller,  Mrs.  Carroll,  the  other  members  of  the 
Executive  Board,  and  all  my  presidents  and  Unit  members,  I  respect¬ 
fully  submit  this  report. 

Nancy  J.  Suiter  (Mrs.  W.  G.), 

Fifth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  SIXTH  DISTRICT 

It  has  been  an  honor  to  have  had  the  privilege  of  serving  the 
Sixth  District  this  year.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  having  Mrs. 
Reverdy  J.  Miller,  our  State  President,  visit  us  early  in  January, 
for  her  first  visit.  She  helped  us  so  much  with  her  splendid  talk 
on  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  Auxiliary.  She  presented  every  phase 
of  the  work  in  a  most  inspiring  way.  It  helped  each  of  us  to  set 
our  goal  a  little  higher,  even  if  we  did  not  quite  reach  it.  Personally 
I  feel  it  has  been  a  fine  year,  and  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  each  Unit  President  and  their  members,  as  they  are  the  ones 
who  have  done  the  work  in  the  district. 

When  we  visited  Snow  Hill,  Mrs.  Mark  Lassiter,  the  Unit  Presi¬ 
dent,  advised  us  about  the  splendid  Americanism  program  that  was 
presented  during  Flag  Study  Week  by  Miss  Winnie  Harper,  Ameri¬ 
canism  chairman.  More  than  two  thousand  flag  codes  were  given 
to  the  city  and  county  school  children,  and  many  patriotic  talks  were 
made  during  this  week.  Snow  Hill  also  does  her  part  in  helping 
the  boys  at  Oteen.  However,  she  has  very  little  Child  Welfare  work 
to  do,  on  account  of  not  being  called  on  for  same.  The  working 
spirit  of  this  Unit  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  it  was  the  first 
Auxiliary  to  reach  its  last  year’s  quota,  this  Unit  being  the  only 
one  in  the  Sixth  District  to  receive  citation  at  the  Area  Conference, 
held  in  Clinton,  N.  C. 

The  Kinston  Unit,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  banks  in  Kin¬ 
ston,  has  had  an  uphill  fight.  In  spite  of  this,  the  Unit  is  doing  fine 
work,  through  the  leadership  of  its  splendid  President,  Miss  Ora 
Moseley.  We  are  confident  that  this  Unit  will  again  take  its  place 
as  one  of  the  leading  Units  in  the  State.  The  usual  Poppy  Sale  was 
a  great  success,  and  the  membership  is  gradually  growing.  In  fact, 
the  Unit  since  its  reorganization  is  doing  splendid  work. 

The  Clinton  Unit  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  the  first  Area 
Conference,  and  it  did  its  self  proud  in  putting  on  the  Conference 
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in  such  a  fine  way.  Mrs.  Gordon  Cherry,  the  Auxiliary  President, 
with  her  committees,  saw  that  nothing  was  left  undone  that  could 
be  done  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  visitors.  Clinton 
observed  Flag  Study  Week  in  a  splendid  way,  through  the  schools 
of  the  county.  The  Poppy  Sale  was  held  with  good  results.  This 
Unit  also  responds  in  a  most  generous  way  when  called  on  to  help 
our  boys  at  Oteen.  It  has  very  little  Child  Welfare  work  in  its 
District,  but  is  very  proud  to  say  it  has  six  members  over  its  1931 
quota.  Clinton  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its  membership. 

Goldsboro  Auxiliary  for  1931  has  done  a  most  outstanding  piece 
of  Child  Welfare  work,  through  Mrs.  Leslie  Nufer,  its  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Chairman,  and  other  members  of  committee.  The  Chairman 
has  been  untiring  in  her  efforts  to  see  that  this  work  has  been  carried 
out  properly.  The  Americanism  Chairman,  Miss  Allie  Freeman,  put 
on  the  most  extensive  program  this  Unit  has  ever  had.  Flag  Study 
Week  was  observed  in  all  the  city  schools,  both  white  and  colored, 
as  well  as  the  county  schools.  All  children  above  the  primary  grades 
were  presented  with  a  flag  code,  while  the  primary  school  rooms 
were  presented  with  a  code.  Patriotic  talks  were  given  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  schools. 

The  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  with  Mrs.  Wiley  Smith  as 
Chairman,  was  successful  in  raising  a  large  sum  of  money,  by  put¬ 
ting  on  an  Easter  Dance,  which  replaced  the  money  lost  by  failure 
of  one  of  the  Goldsboro  banks.  This  enabled  the  Goldsboro  Unit 
to  carry  on  its  Child  Welfare  work.  Through  the  untiring  efforts  of 
the  Poppy  Day  Chairman,  Mrs.  Pearl  Wantz,  and  her  committee, 
the  sale  of  poppies  throughout  the  county  as  well  as  Goldsboro  was 
a  success. 

Back  of  all  these  well-selected  committees  this  Auxiliary  finds  its 
President,  Mrs.  Hugh  Dortch,  doing  her  part  towards  carrying  the 
work  onward,  and  the  success  of  the  Unit  comes  from  the  work  of 
its  members. 

As  the  Sixth  District  we  are  proud  to  boast  of  three  new  Auxili¬ 
aries:  Fremont  with  sixteen  members;  Warsaw  with  ten  members; 
and  Wallace.  Each  of  these  Units  is  welcomed  to  the  Sixth  District. 

The  Fremont  Unit  assisted  Goldsboro  in  putting  on  the  Poppy 
Sale  on  account  of  not  getting  their  poppies  in  time. 

Warsaw  Unit  held  a  successful  Poppy  Sale  before  their  organi¬ 
zation  was  completed. 

Wallace  ordered  and  held  a  Poppy  Sale,  which  was  a  success, 
before  the  Unit  was  organized. 
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As  Committeewoman  of  the  Sixth  District  I  am  proud  of  each 
Unit  in  the  District,  and  I  am  sure  that  each  one  will  continue  to 
grow  both  in  members  and  general  work  of  the  Auxiliary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Stevens, 

Sixth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  SEVENTH  DISTRICT 

The  Seventh  District  contains  six  active  Units,  four  having  been 
organized  during  the  year. 

I  have  traveled  over  one  thousand  miles,  written  many  letters, 
sent  several  telegrams  and  made  twelve  long  distance  calls.  This 
has  all  been  a  “labor  of  love”  for  me.  I  attended  the  Second  Area 
Conference  in  Clinton,  and  the  Executive  Board  meetings  at  Greens¬ 
boro  and  Morehead  City.  Wilmington  Unit  No.  10,  our  largest  Unit, 
reports  Child  Welfare  as  its  outstanding  activity.  This  Unit  has 
spent  a  total  of  $600  for  Child  Welfare.  A  soup  kitchen  was  con¬ 
ducted  during  the  four  winter  months  for  undernourished  children, 
$96  being  expended  for  milk  alone. 

Columbus  County  Unit,  at  Whiteville,  has  doubled  its  member¬ 
ship.  They  report  Community  Work  as  their  outstanding  activity. 
They  have  organized  a  Glee  Club,  and  helped  the  Legion  secure 
permanent  headquarters. 

Bladen  County  Unit,  at  Elizabethtown,  has  been  active  in  all 
phases  of  Auxiliary  work.  Locally  they  have  done  outstanding  work 
in  Rehabilitation. 

Pender  County  Unit,  at  Burgaw,  was  organized  late  in  January. 
They  have  cooperated  with  their  Post,  and  have  been  most  active 
in  Community  Work. 

Fair  Bluff  Unit  was  organized  in  May  with  thirty-six  charter 
members.  A  Gold  Star  Mother  is  President.  This  Unit  promises 
to  be  very  active.  They  have  the  real  Auxiliary  vision  of  service. 

Brunswick  County  Unit,  at  Southport,  is  the  “baby”  Unit.  This 
Unit  is  county  wide.  Already  they  have  had  large  joint  meetings 
in  various  parts  of  the  county  with  the  Legion,  and  are  spreading 
the  principles  of  Justice,  Freedom,  Democracy  and  Loyalty. 

Contacting  the  splendid  women  of  the  Seventh  District  has  been 
a  wonderful  adventure  in  friendship  and  fellowship.  Knowing  the 
hearts  of  these  women,  I  can  say  for  them  that  they  have  dedicated 
their  services  to  God  and  Country,  and  will  “Carry  On”  for  the  men 
of  the  Legion,  and  for  their  loved  ones,  for  whom  the  war  will  never 
be  over. 

I  wish  to  thank  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J- 
Miller,  and  Mrs.  Beatrice  Carroll,  Department  Secretary,  for  their 
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support  and  untiring  efforts.  I  also  am  most  grateful  to  Mrs.  Thomas 
Gause,  President  of  Wilmington  Unit,  and  to  Auxiliary  members  in 
entire  District  for  their  splendid  cooperation  and  encouragement.  To 
them  is  due  whatever  success  the  Seventh  District  may  claim. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  Applewhite  Norris, 

(Mrs.  H.  V.) 

Seventh  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  EIGHTH  DISTRICT 

The  Eighth  District  has  had  a  very  successful  year  in  spite  of 
“depressions”  and  other  discouragements.  Having  only  five  Units, 
it  is  easy  to  reach  and  is  just  a  wonderful  District  in  which  to 
work.  We  began  our  year’s  work  with  354  members.  At  first  it 
seemed  a  tremendous  task  to  reach  our  quota  in  membership,  but 
after  much  effort  on  the  part  of  the  various  Units,  the  District 
went  over  the  top,  having  at  the  final  count  413  members. 

Thanks  to  each  Unit,  the  District  reached  the  various  require¬ 
ments  for  making  the  honor  roll.  This  could  not  have  been  accom¬ 
plished  by  the  work  of  any  one  Unit,  but  the  splendid  cooperation 
of  all  the  members  united,  placed  the  District  in  a  good  condition, 
and  for  this  very  splendid  spirit  of  cooperation  and  hard  work,  I 
wish  to  sincerely  thank  each  Unit  President  and  each  Unit  member. 

Each  Unit  has  been  visited,  written  and  telephoned  at  various 
times  during  the  year.  Mrs.  Miller  made  a  very  delightful  and 
beneficial  visit  to  us  in  the  early  spring.  Together  we  saw  each 
Unit,  some  of  the  meetings  were  combined  Units,  but  all  were  well 
attended  and  Mrs.  Miller’s  messages  of  encouragement  and  helpful¬ 
ness  did  much  toward  putting  us  on  the  honor  roll  list.  For  this 
and  all  of  her  many  deeds  of  kindness,  we  thank  her.  The  depart¬ 
ment  officers  have  been  lovely  to  work  with  and  such  a  great  big 
help  at  all  times. 

Our  Area  meeting  was  held  in  April.  This  was  quite  an  in¬ 
spiration  to  us,  and  our  District  was  represented  by  each  Unit 
except  one,  that  one  sending  a  good  report.  Mrs.  Perry,  our  Area 
Leader,  presided  at  this  time.  She  has  been  such  a  help  to  this 
District  at  all  times. 

Durham  has  been  a  shining  light  the  entire  year.  They  have 
met  all  obligations  in  a  big  way  and  deserve  much  praise  for  so 
wonderful  a  year’s  work.  These  meetings  have  been  well  attended 
and  exceedingly  interesting.  Their  cooperation  with  all  Department 
activities  as  well  as  with  the  activities  of  other  organizations  in 
Durham,  has  been  most  outstanding.  Many  hearty  congratulations 
to  Durham. 
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Henderson  also  deserves  much  praise.  They  have  met  every 
obligation  splendidly,  as  they  always  do.  No  special  activity  has  been 
reported  but  they  have  succeeded  in  all  points.  Many  sincere  thanks 
to  Henderson.  Oxford,  Chapel  Hill  and  Warrenton  have  done  excel¬ 
lent  work.  Oxford  reached  its  quota  in  membership  and  had  the 
best  poppy  year  in  its  history.  Chapel  Hill  and  Warrenton  have 
gained  many  members  and  worked  in  season  and  out.  In  spite  of 
“hard  times”  they  have  gained  in  membership  and  have  cooperated 
in  every  way  possible. 

This  has  been  a  very  happy  year  for  us  and  I  wish  to  thank 
every  one  who  made  our  success  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hallie  M.  Stem, 

(Mrs.  T.  G.) 

Eighth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  NINTH  DISTRICT 

As  Committeewoman  of  the  Ninth  District,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  the  following  report  of 
the  year’s  activities: 

The  District  is  composed  of  eight  very  active  Units,  with  a  total 
membership  of  645.  Franklinton,  the  newest  Unit  in  the  District, 
has  a  membership  of  22,  and  all  chairmen  have  done  outstanding 
work.  All  obligations  have  been  paid.  In  January  we  had  a  joint 
meeting  with  Legion  and  a  barbecue.  Placed  markers  on  graves  of 
deceased  veterans  and  observed  Memorial  Day. 

Fuquay  Springs  has  a  membership  of  36,  with  an  average  at¬ 
tendance  at  monthly  meetings  of  20.  All  chairmen  are  active,  all 
obligations  are  paid  in  full,  contributed  to  State  Rehabilitation  and 
Child  Welfare.  Sixty  dollars  spent  for  work  at  Oteen  and  $5.00  for 
local  Child  Welfare.  Net  proceeds  from  Poppy  Sale  was  $15.50. 
An  especial  effort  has  been  made  to  have  interesting  programs,  and 
to  learn  more  about  the  Auxiliary,  both  State  and  National. 

Louisburg  has  a  membership  of  39.  All  obligations  have  been 
paid  and  contributions  to  voluntary  funds  made,  except  the  Nan 
Norfleet  Educational  Fund,  and  expect  to  send  check  ($5.00)  for 
that.  This  Unit  won  a  National  citation  for  membership  and  will 
receive  a  Department  citation  for  meeting  all  requirements. 

Siler  City  has  a  membership  of  29,  with  an  average  attendance 
at  meetings  of  80  per  cent.  All  obligations,  including  assessments 
and  voluntary  contributions  are  paid.  Amount  of  work  for  the  year 
$111.21.  This  Unit  has  become  a  real  asset  to  the  town,  and  by 
their  splendid  organization  and  work  they  are  receiving  cooperation 
from  the  entire  town.  The  Memorial  plot  at  the  cemetery  is  the  most 
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outstanding  activity.  The  Gold  Star  float  in  the  Fourth  of  July 
parade  took  first  prize  ($15.00).  This  money  will  be  spent  on  bulbs 
for  the  plot. 

The  Raleigh  Unit  has  a  membership  of  441,  with  68  new  mem¬ 
bers,  this  being  the  largest  in  the  State.  The  monthly  meetings 
have  been  attended  by  faithful,  interested  members,  who  seek  to 
“honor  the  dead  by  their  service  to  the  living.”  Due  to  the  existing 
depression  throughout  the  country,  many  of  our  ex-service  men  have 
been  without  work,  and  calls  for  help  have  been  more  than  doubled. 
At  Christmas,  39  cases  were  taken  care  of  through  the  Child  Welfare 
Committee  with  $5.00  spent  on  each  case,  making  a  total  of  $195.00. 
Thirty-three  families  have  been  investigated  and  81  children  helped. 
Total  amount  spent  by  this  committee  $958.51 — $150.00  has  been 
given  the  child  clinic  at  Oteen,  and  $5.00  to  National  Child  Welfare. 
The  Rehabilitation  Committee  has  sent  $192.00  to  Central  Fund. 
Each  month  special  contribution  has  been  given  boys  on  ward  at 
Oteen,  and  sweaters  provided  for  all  who  needed  them.  At  Christ¬ 
mas  24  boxes,  valued  at  $4.00  each,  were  sent.  Value  of  hospital 
work  was  $204.23,  plus  $192.00  Central  Fund,  making  a  total  of 
$396.23.  116  personal  letters  have  been  written  by  the  chairman 

of  this  committee.  Ten  dollars  was  given  the  National  Rehabilitation 
and  $25.00  to  State  Rehabilitation  funds.  The  Local  Rehabilitation 
Chairman  has  investigated  37  cases,  helping  36  cases,  and  55  indi¬ 
viduals.  Actual  cash  spent  $26.80.  Loan  of  $20.00  (which  as  yet 
has  not  been  returned).  Money  value  of  work  including  clothes  do¬ 
nated  $70.00.  The  Americanism,  Memorial,  Gold  Star,  Radio,  Music, 
Education  for  World  War  Orphans  (this  Unit  having  made  the  first 
donation,  $50.00  for  this  fund),  Ways  and  Means,  Publicity,  Fidac, 
and  Legislative  Committees  have  been  most  active  during  the  year. 
The  Junior  Auxiliary  has  been  a  real  inspiration,  with  nine  active 
members  and  eight  cradle  roll  members.  Birthday  boxes  have  been 
sent  to  men  in  Ward  R,  four  by  these  young  members;  $35.00  in 
actual  cash  and  $15.00  worth  of  clothes  have  been  distributed  by 
them  also. 

The  Memorial  Committee  was  successful  in  their  movement  to 
build  a  city  auditorium  as  a  War  Memorial.  The  Auxiliary  presented 
this  resolution,  and  cooperated  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
other  civic  organizations.  The  President  of  the  Auxiliary  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Auditorium.  The  Auxiliary 
cooperated  with  the  War  Mothers  and  helped  make  their  State  Con¬ 
vention  which  met  in  Raleigh  a  success. 

The  Sanford  Unit  has  45  members.  All  dues  paid,  have  con¬ 
tributed  $10.00  to  State  Rehabilitation,  $15.00  for  Child  Welfare, 
$1.50  to  Central  Fund,  $7.75  for  Service  Worker,  $3.10  to  National 
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Rehabilitation  and  $5.00  to  Educational  Loan  Fund.  The  Third 
Area  Conference  met  in  Sanford  and  through  the  efforts  of  the 
Sanford  Unit  was  a  success.  Had  our  guest,  our  Department  Presi¬ 
dent  and  District  Committeewoman  for  meeting  and  luncheon  in 
March.  Sold  between  seven  and  eight  hundred  poppies;  amount  of 
sale  $87.22. 

The  Wake  Forest  Unit  has  a  membership  of  13.  The  Poppy  Sale 
amounted  to  $43.00.  Ten  dollars  was  given  the  wife  of  a  dying  vet¬ 
eran  to  visit  her  husband  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Pittsboro  has  a  membership  of  20,  which  is  an  increase  over  the 
1930  membership.  This  Unit  has  done  fine  work  this  year. 

The  Third  Area  Conference,  with  Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  presiding, 
was  held  in  Sanford  in  April.  Seven  Units  from  the  Ninth  District 
were  represented  and  gave  reports  at  this  meeting.  Mrs.  Reverdy 
J.  Miller,  Department  President,  and  Mrs.  Ed  Benbow,  Department 
Child  Welfare,  were  present  and  made  very  interesting  talks.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  business  meeting  a  delightful  luncheon  was  served. 

During  the  year  each  Unit  was  contacted  several  times  by  per¬ 
sonal  visits,  telephone  calls,  telegrams  and  letters.  I  attended  a 
meeting  of  each  Unit  with  our  Department  President. 

I  attended  the  Post  Officers  Conference  and  Executive  Meeting 
of  the  Auxiliary  in  Gastonia  in  February. 

It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  serve  the  Ninth  District  as  Com¬ 
mitteewoman,  and  in  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  thank  each  Unit 
President  and  individual  member  for  their  splendid  work  and  co¬ 
operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Willie  F.  Mooneyham, 

(Mrs.  H.  A.) 

Ninth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  TENTH  DISTRICT 

The  Tenth  District,  consisting  of  six  Units  with  a  membership 
of  398,  has  made  a  fine  record  despite  depression  and  bank  failures. 
Every  Unit  but  one  has  either  reached  or  exceeded  its  quota,  and 
the  District  as  a  whole  has  exceeded  its  quota  by  five  members,  and 
made  an  increase  on  1930  membership  of  42.  I  am  most  happy  to 
be  able  to  report  that  every  Unit  in  the  District  has  paid  its  financial 
obligations  in  full,  and  most  of  them  have  expended  large  amounts 
on  local  welfare  work. 

Owing  to  unavoidable  circumstances  I  was  unable  to  attend  any 
of  the  meetings  except  the  Area  Meeting  in  Clinton  and  the  Executive 
Board  Meeting  in  Greensboro.  I  have  contacted  every  Unit  in  my 
District  by  personal  visits  with  the  exception  of  the  Maxton  Unit, 
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and  have  communicated  with  it  several  times  by  telephone.  Num¬ 
bers  of  letters  have  been  written,  two  telegrams  sent,  and  I  have 
engaged  in  nine  long  distance  calls. 

In  order  to  stimulate  greater  interest  in  collecting  dues  I  offered 
a  prize  early  in  the  year  to  the  Unit  first  reaching  a  membership 
equal  to  that  of  1930.  Fayetteville  won  this.  Lumberton  won  the 
prize  I  offered  for  the  Unit  that  was  the  first  to  send  in  its  quota. 
I  also  offered  a  loving  cup  to  the  Unit  doing  the  best  all  around 
work  in  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation  work,  and  this  cup  goes 
to  the  Fayetteville  Unit.  On  April  20,  I  offered  $2.50  to  the  Unit 
in  this  District  to  secure  the  most  paid-up  members  between  then 
and  the  Area  meeting  May  1.  Dunn  secured  32  members  and  won 
this  award. 

Judging  from  reports  submitted  and  from  observations  made,  the 
Units  have  been  doing  a  very  worth  while  work  of  which  they  can 
justly  feel  proud. 

Raeford  reorganized  and  exceeded  its  quota,  which  I  considered 
a  good  work  for  them  this  year. 

Maxton  exceeded  its  quota  and  paid  all  finances  in  full.  Apart 
from  this  the  Unit  considered  its  greatest  work  was  a  most  success¬ 
ful  poppy  campaign  and  sale. 

The  Lumberton  Unit  has  not  submitted  a  report  since  the  Area 
meeting,  but  it  did  such  splendid  work  in  conducting  the  flag  code 
study  in  the  schools  of  the  county  and  in  Child  Welfare  work  that  I 
felt  it  must  be  mentioned. 

The  Fayetteville  Unit  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  Units  in 
the  District  this  year  with  its  outstanding  work  among  the  families 
of  veterans  in  the  county,  and  their  work  at  Christmas  time  in 
securing  and  reconditioning  toys  for  more  than  600  children. 

St.  Paul’s  was  the  only  Unit  in  the  District  not  to  reach  its 
quota,  but  it  has  spent  its  time  and  energy  in  doing  outstanding 
civic  work.  The  Americanism  Chairman  organized  a  very  active 
troop  of  Girl  Scouts.  The  Community  Loan  Chest,  one  feature  of 
their  work  a  little  out  of  the  ordinary,  won  mention  in  State  Pub¬ 
licity  Column  and  National  Bulletin.  The  Unit  has  a  most  active 
Junior  Auxiliary  of  16  members. 

The  Dunn-Erwin  Unit  considers  its  most  outstanding  work  its 
work  with  the  Juniors  and  in  Child  Welfare.  It  has  a  most  inter¬ 
ested  Junior  Auxiliary  of  17  members.  The  Unit,  with  the  help  of 
the  Juniors,  furnished  clothes  for  some  school  children  in  the  fall, 
and  milk  for  ten  undernourished  boys  in  the  grammar  school  the 
entire  school  year.  It  had  the  most  successful  Poppy  Sale  it  has 
ever  had. 

Aside  from  the  usual  work  I  have  been  helping  two  disabled 
veterans  in  their  efforts  to  secure  compensation.  In  April,  at  the 
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repeated  requests  of  a  number  of  younger  boys,  I  called  a  meeting 
of  the  boys  to  effect  a  local  organization  equivalent  to  that  of  the 
Junior  Auxiliary. 

I  have  been  fortunate  in  having  Mrs.  George  Hargrave  alternate 
committeewoman  on  whom  I  have  felt  free  to  call.  My  association 
with  my  co-workers  in  the  District  and  in  the  State  has  been  most 
pleasant.  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  every  President 
and  Unit  for  their  loyal  support  and  patience;  it  is  to  their  co¬ 
operation  that  is  due  the  credit  for  whatever  success  the  Tenth 
District  has  had. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Virginia  Tilley  Fitchett, 

(Mrs.  Carl) 

Tenth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  ELEVENTH  DISTRICT 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  make  my  report  as  I  do  not  feel  that  I 
have  done  all  that  I  should  have  done  this  year.  A  tragic  accident 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  later  sickness  and  a  death  killed  many 
of  my  plans. 

I  visited  the  Units  at  Burlington  and  Greensboro  during  their 
regular  meetings  and  was  present  at  most  of  the  meetings  of  the 
High  Point  Unit.  Through  the  efforts  of  our  President,  Mrs.  Miller, 
I  was  able  to  organize  a  Unit  at  Reidsville.  At  the  present  time 
they  have  an  interested  and  enthusiastic  Unit  of  sixteen  members. 

I  wrote  letters  several  times  during  the  year  to  individuals  at 
Roxboro  and  Madison,  hoping  to  get  them  interested  in  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  Units.  At  various  intervals  I  wrote  the  Units  urging  them 
to  carry  out  the  programs  outlined  for  them  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  different  committees.  I  also  stressed  the  importance  of  enrolling 
their  members  and  paying  all  assessments  and  contributions. 

I  want  especially  to  thank  Mrs.  Miller  for  her  sympathy  and 
many  kindnesses  to  me  this  year.  She  has  been  a  never  failing 
source  of  help  and  guidance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  O.  Blackburn, 

(Mrs.  Russell) 

Eleventh  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  TWELFTH  DISTRICT 

As  District  Committeewoman  of  the  Twelfth  District  it  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  submit  the  following  report. 

The  District  is  composd  of  six  Units  and  all  have  done  splendid 
work. 
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Asheboro  Unit — With  a  membership  of  36  in  1930 — now  has  a 
membership  of  46,  having  reached  and  gone  over  their  quota,  win¬ 
ning  a  National  Citation.  Have  contributed  to  and  met  all  obli¬ 
gations  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  have  done  wonderful  work  in 
local  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare.  Sold  700  poppies  from  which 
a  good  sum  was  realized.  Established  a  “Poppy  Field”  at  a  cost 
of  $22.00,  which  all  are  very  proud  of  and  hope  that  it  will  aid  in 
their  future  poppy  sales.  This  is  a  very  active  Unit. 

Carthage  Unit  (new) — Organized  this  year  with  17  members  and 
are  carrying  their  work  forward.  Have  met  their  obligations  satis¬ 
factorily.  Sold  200  poppies  and  have  done  some  good  work  locally. 
Also  remembered  their  boys  at  Oteen.  We  are  hoping  to  make  this 
a  larger  Unit  next  year. 

Hamlet  Unit — With  a  membership  of  eleven  in  1930 — now  has  a 
membership  of  95.  This  Unit  has  made  the  greatest  gain  in  mem¬ 
bership  and  deserve  much  credit.  Have  contributed  to  all  funds  in 
a  most  satisfactory  manner  and  have  done  outstanding  work  in  local 
Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation.  Have  sponsored  newspaper  drives 
and  other  things  to  make  money  to  carry  on  their  work.  Sold  2,500 
poppies,  realizing  over  $100  from  this.  This  is  an  up-to-the-minute 
Unit.  They  also  won  a  National  Citation. 

Southern  Pines  Unit — With  a  membership  in  1930  of  25 — new 
has  33  members.  This  Unit  reached  their  quota  by  the  required 
time  and  won  a  National  Citation.  Have  met  their  obligations  satis¬ 
factorily.  Sold  1,000  poppies  and  are  carrying  their  work  forward 
in  a  pleasing  manner. 

Troy  Unit — With  a  membership  of  44  in  1930 — now  has  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  50,  having  won  a  National  Citation.  Have  contributed 
to  and  met  all  obligations.  One  of  the  most  outstanding  things  this 
Unit  has  done  is  the  sponsoring  of  a  community  playground,  which 
is  a  very  wonderful  thing.  They  also  report  a  good  poppy  sale. 

Wadesboro  Unit — With  a  membership  of  22  in  1930 — now  has  25 
members.  This  Unit  also  won  a  National  Citation  and  have  done 
commendable  work  locally,  especially  in  Child  Welfare.  Sold  500 
poppies,  realizing  a  good  sum.  The  Post  in  Wadesboro  is  not  active 
and  for  this  reason  this  Unit  is  working  under  a  handicap.  It  is 
hoped  that  next  year  this  Post  can  be  reorganized. 

It  was  our  privilege  to  have  with  us  twice  during  the  year  our 
State  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  who  accompanied  by  your 
chairman  contacted  each  Unit  in  the  District.  Some  very  interest¬ 
ing  meetings  were  held.  We  are  grateful  to  Mrs.  Miller  for  her 
help  and  inspiration. 

Your  chairman  attended  the  Post  Officers  Conference  and  Execu¬ 
tive  Board  meeting  held  in  Gastonia  in  February;  also  attended  the 
Executive  Board  meeting  held  in  Greensboro,  N.  C.,  June  3. 
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I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  appreciation  to 
the  Unit  Presidents,  Mrs.  Miller  and  all  who  have  cobperated  in  any 
way  to  make  this  year’s  work  a  success. 

Looking  forward  to  a  “bigger  and  better”  1932. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  George  Burkhead, 
Twelfth  District  C ommitteewoman. 

REPORT  OF  THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT 

The  Thirteenth  District  consists  of  three  active  Units,  one  of 
which  was  organized  this  year.  Each  Unit  has  exceeded  its  last 
year’s  mmebership  and  each  Unit  has  met  every  financial  obligation. 
The  outstanding  activity  of  this  District  has  been  Rehabilitation. 
Your  Committeewoman,  accompanied  by  our  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy 
J.  Miller,  visited  each  Unit  in  the  District.  Below  is  a  brief  sum¬ 
mary  of  outstanding  activities  of  the  different  Units. 

Winston-Salem,  the  largest  Unit  in  the  District,  has  a  member¬ 
ship  of  388.  It  has  raised  from  Unit  activities  $1,465.92  and  spent 
for  the  year  $1,843.19.  Rehabilitation  was  its  outstanding  work. 
Two  hundred  and  sixty  individuals  were  helped  and  a  soup  kitchen 
was  maintained  during  the  months  of  November,  December,  January 
and  February,  and  other  activities,  too  numerous  to  enumerate,  were 
carried  on. 

$298.49  was  spent  on  ward  at  Oteen,  and  all  Unit  obligations 
have  been  met. 

In  memory  of  the  late  Mrs.  Jas.  K.  Norfleet,  the  Winston-Salem 
Unit  will  offer  a  permanent  award  of  $100.00  per  year  to  be  divided 
equally  between  the  two  Units  in  the  State  doing  the  most  out¬ 
standing  Child  Welfare  work,  and  the  Units  receiving  this  award 
will  be  required  to  use  the  money  for  Child  Welfare  work  only. 

A  Junior  Auxiliary,  with  twenty  members,  has  been  organized 
in  this  Unit. 

The  Mount  Airy  Unit  is  a  real  live,  wide-awake  Unit.  It  has 
reached  its  quota  for  1931  in  membership  and  has  met  all  financial 
obligations.  Its  outstanding  work  has  been  Rehabilitation  and  each 
of  their  boys  at  Oteen  has  had  exactly  what  he  wanted. 

Elkin  is  our  new  Unit.  Organized  with  25  splendid  members 
and  although  new,  has  done  some  grand  work  in  Child  Welfare,  Re¬ 
habilitation  and  various  other  ways.  Every  financial  obligation  has 
been  met.  The  boys  at  Oteen  were  remembered,  Christmas  stock¬ 
ings,  flowers,  writing  pads  and  cigarettes  having  been  sent  to  them. 
Also,  this  Unit  has  furnished  a  room,  at  a  cost  of  $150.00,  in  the 
new  Hugh  Chatham  Memorial  Hospital,  just  erected  at  Elkin. 
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It  has  been  a  pleasure  and  privilege  to  serve  the  Thirteenth  Dis¬ 
trict  and  I  wish  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  to  each  of  the  Units 
for  their  fine  spirit  of  loyalty  and  cooperation;  and  to  Mrs.  Miller, 
our  Department  President,  for  her  help  and  encouragement  at  all 
times. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Smither, 

Thirteenth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  FOURTEENTH  DISTRICT 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Fourteenth  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina: 

There  are  six  Units  in  the  Fourteenth  District,  all  of  which  have 
met  their  obligations  for  the  year;  also  their  quota  in  membership. 
The  outstanding  work  done  this  year  is  as  follows: 

China  Grove  reports  helping  a  Legionnaire  and  his  family;  also 
aiding  needy  families  at  Christmas.  The  Poppy  Sale  and  Oteen  work 
are  the  two  most  interesting  and  enjoyable  features  of  their  work. 
Won  both  National  and  State  Citation  this  year. 

Concord  has  accomplished  much  in  membership,  and  has  also  met 
all  obligations  for  the  year. 

Kannapolis  has  met  all  obligations.  Their  Poppy  Sale  and  mem¬ 
bership  drive  has  been  the  outstanding  work  of  this  Unit.  Their 
President  has  worked  untiringly  throughout  the  year. 

Lexington  did  not  respond  to  the  request  for  their  outstanding 
activities  this  year.  Their  work  on  membership  has  increased  steadily, 
and  they  have  met  all  obligations  for  the  year.  Have  done  much 
Child  Welfare  work. 

Monroe  received  a  National  Citation  for  membership  this  year, 
their  membership  being  five  times  that  of  last  year.  The  outstanding 
work  of  this  Unit  is  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare.  They  in¬ 
vestigated  three  cases  for  the  Veteran’s  Bureau,  and  won  the  $5.00 
offered  by  our  Area  Chairman,  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson  of  States¬ 
ville,  for  the  largest  number  of  members  during  a  stated  time.  This 
Unit  has  done  excellent  work,  and  deserves  worthy  mention. 

Salisbury  has  been  particularly  active,  and  has  done  excellent 
work.  This  Unit  is  proud  to  have  the  “Nan  Norfleet  Memorial  Edu¬ 
cational  Loan  Fund,”  adopted  by  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

I  deeply  appreciate  the  support  of  the  Unit  Presidents  and  Auxili¬ 
ary  members  who  have  contributed  to  making  this  a  most  success¬ 
ful  year.  Our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  has 
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been  wonderful  help,  and  I  consider  it  a  privilege  to  have  been 
associated  with  her  in  the  work  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Hardin,  Jr., 

Fourteenth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  FIFTEENTH  DISTRICT 

As  Committeewoman  for  the  Fifteenth  District,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  I  submit  the  following  report: 

The  District  is  composed  of  four  very  active  Units,  representing 
a  membership  of  343.  Each  Unit  has  been  contacted  numerous  times 
by  visits  or  letter.  I  have  attended  all  the  Executive  Board  meet¬ 
ings,  also  the  Area  Conference  in  Statesville. 

All  the  Units  except  one  have  reached  their  1931  quota. 

Each  Unit  in  the  District  was  asked  to  send  in  its  outstanding 
activity. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  each  Unit: 

HURST  TURNER  UNIT,  STATESVILLE,  N.  C. 


Money  Spent: 

To  Department  _  $617.00 

Local  Child  Welfare  _  150.00 

Rehabilitation  _  170.00 

Oteen  _  75.00 


Total _ $2,012.00 

Membership:  1930,  128;  1931,  146. 


Organized  Junior  Auxiliary.  Gave  banquet  and  dance  honoring 
Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller  and  Commander  Con  C.  Johnston.  Enter¬ 
tained  Fourth  Area  Conference.  Planted  shrubs  on  Memorial  Plot. 
Gave  dance  honoring  Pages  at  Statesville  D.  A.  R.  Conference.  Co¬ 
operated  with  Legion  in  celebrating  Armistice  and  Memorial  days. 
Realized  from  Poppy  Sale  $200. 

ALEXANDER  UNIT,  NO.  170,  TAYLORSVILLE,  N.  C. 


Money  Spent: 

To  Department  _ $  49.50 

Local  Child  Welfare  _  134.66 

Local  Rehabilitation  _  75.00 

Hospital  Work  _  51.19 

Supplies  for  American  Legion  Hall _  50.11 

Flowers  for  the  Sick  _  5.20 


Total _ $365.66 
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Received  prize  for  being  the  first  Unit  under  seventy-five  to  send 
in  membership  equal  that  of  last  year.  Sponsored  the  County  Fair. 
Local  Child  Welfare  has  been  outstanding  activity.  Cared  for  widow 
and  two  children.  Realized  from  Poppy  Sale  $32.11.  Presented  $5.00 
in  gold  to  Blanche  Mullis  for  best  recitation.  Served  hot  lunches  to 
several  of  our  neediest  children.  Lost  by  death  one  of  our  charter 
members. 

Membership:  1930,  20;  1931,  42. 

WILDER  Q.  GRESHAM  UNIT,  MOORESVILLE,  N.  C. 

Money  Spent: 

To  Department  _ $172.45 

Local  Child  Welfare  _  96.00 

Rehabilitation  _  25.00 

Oteen  _  25.00 


Total _ $318.45 

Membership:  1930,  86;  1931,  96. 

Local  Child  Welfare  has  been  the  outstanding  activity.  Milk  was 
furnished  for  the  undernourished  children  at  school.  Books  and 
clothing  also  given  them.  One  family  has  been  given  clothing,  fuel, 
and  medicine. 

Flag  codes  were  placed  in  all  the  schools  in  Iredell  County. 
Prizes  given  for  the  best  poppy  posters.  Realized  from  Poppy  Sale 
$74.00.  Markers  placed  on  all  ex-service  men’s  graves.  Shrubs 
planted  on  American  Legion  plot.  Fence  painted.  Every  eligible 
Gold  Star  member  in  community  is  a  member.  One  Gold  Star  Mother 
made  trip  to  France  and  we  gave  her  a  bon  voyage  shower. 

Am  sorry  North  Wilkesboro  failed  to  send  in  their  report  for 
they  have  done  excellent  work  this  year,  and  it  has  been  one  of  the 
outstanding  Units  in  the  Fifteenth  District. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  organize  a  Unit  at  Sparta. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  and  privilege  to  serve  the  Fifteenth  Dis¬ 
trict  and  I  wish  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  to  the  Units  for 
their  spirit  of  loyalty  and  cooperation  to  Mrs.  Miller  and  Mrs.  Car- 
roll  for  their  help  and  encouragement  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  Harry  Y.  Mott, 

Fifteenth  District  Committeewoman. 
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REPORT  OF  SIXTEENTH  DISTRICT 

As  District  Committeewoman  of  the  Sixteenth  District,  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

This  District  has  ten  active  Units  with  a  total  membership  of 
approximately  900  and  is,  I  think,  the  largest  District  in  the  State, 
according  to  membership.  This  District  was  represented  at  every 
Executive  Board  meeting;  Post  Officers  Conference  and  Area  Con¬ 
ference.  Each  Unit  has  been  contacted  by  either  a  personal  visit 
or  a  letter  by  mail.  Four  Units  received  National  Citations:  New¬ 
ton,  Hickory,  Belmont  and  Charlotte.  As  Department  requests  that 
all  reports  be  concise,  many  fine  points  of  my  Unit’s  work  must  be 
omitted: 

Newton  Unit — Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick,  President,  has  given  the 
finest  cooperation  possible.  Exceptional  work  has  been  done  by  this 
Unit  in  Hospital,  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare,  Americanism,  Legis¬ 
lation,  etc.,  carrying  out  a  well-rounded  program  in  all  Unit  activi¬ 
ties.  Especial  mention  must  be  made  of  their  Junior  Auxiliary  or¬ 
ganization,  with  a  membership  of  20,  which  has  its  own  staff  of 
officers  and  meetings. 

Belmont  Unit — Mrs.  J.  M.  Pressly,  President,  is  another  one  of 
my  Units  giving  100%  cooperation  to  Department  demands.  This 
Unit  has  been  devoting  its  best  efforts  to  Rehabilitation  and  other 
worth  while  phases  of  Auxiliary.  Their  donations  to  various  De¬ 
partment  funds  have  not  only  been  liberal  but  constant  and  con¬ 
sistent.  Free  hot  lunches  were  provided  undernourished  children. 
They  sponsored  the  Belmont  Red  Cross  drive  successfully. 

Hickory  Unit — Mrs.  L.  P.  Franz,  President,  is  another  Unit  do¬ 
ing  remarkable  work,  and  that  without  any  prodding.  This  Unit 
has  given  instant  response  to  every  demand  and  has  had  a  year  of 
well-rounded  Unit  activity,  featuring  especially  Hospital,  Rehabili¬ 
tation,  Child  Welfare,  as  well  as  Americanism  and  Prison. 

Kings  Mountain — Mrs.  E.  L.  Campbell,  President,  has  striven 
successfully  against  great  odds  to  reach  her  goal  of  100%  member¬ 
ship.  Their  outstanding  work  has  been  in  Americanism — placing 
1,000  flag  codes  in  their  town  and  rural  schools  and  presenting  a 
framed  Constitution  to  each  city  school,  for  which  they  received  well- 
merited  public  recognition  from  their  school  authorities. 

Charlotte  Unit — Mrs.  Walter  Craven,  President,  reports  a  well- 
rounded  year  of  general  activity.  Their  membership  increased  from 
164  to  approximately  250,  with  a  40%  attendance.  Veteran-made 
jewelry  and  other  articles  have  been  sold.  A  fine  Junior  Auxiliary 
with  31  memberships  is  one  of  their  many  boasts.  A  silver  loving 
cup  was  presented  to  the  Department  in  memory  of  Bessie  Hender¬ 
son  Rust,  as  an  Americanism  award.  Child  Welfare  has  also  been  an 
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outstanding  feature  of  their  year’s  program,  which  they  value  at 
$800.00.  Especial  entertainment  of  Gold  Star  Mothers;  a  bed  en¬ 
dowed  in  the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  costing  $75.00,  and  a  donation 
of  $100.00  to  the  Nan  Norfleet  Educational  Fund,  etc. 

Lincolnton  Unit — Mrs.  Summey  Alexander,  President,  reports 
splendid  work  in  local  Child  Welfare;  supporting  two  families  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  and  aiding  a  number  of  other  families  during  the 
year.  Sponsored  flag  code  study  in  their  schools. 

Davidson  Unit — Miss  Bonnie  Shelton,  President,  is  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  for  its  splendid  community  program  as  well  as  general 
Unit  activities.  This  Unit  has  responded  to  every  call  of  the  De¬ 
partment  possible  and  has  been  most  liberal  in  donating  to  the 
various  funds.  Among  the  many  projects  sponsored  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  sent  clothes  to  “School  Clothes  Closet  for  Needy,”  sponsored 
Story  Hour,  furnished  coal  for  their  libraries  in  three  towns,  pre¬ 
sented  histories  of  Auxiliary  to  these  libraries,  sponsored  “gain  in 
weight  campaign”  in  schools,  giving  an  award  for  same,  furnished 
first  aid  kits  to  three  schools,  keeping  children  on  Church  Circle  and 
Auxiliary  Day,  sponsored  Flag  Study  Week  in  schools,  Community 
Sing,  Chapel  program  at  schools,  planted  flowers  and  trees  to  beautify 
towns,  planted  Memorial  Garden,  provided  books  for  school  library, 
sent  two  daughters  of  ex-soldiers  to  Girl  Scout  Camp,  etc. 

Shelby  Unit — Mrs.  Tom  Gold,  President,  has  had  a  splendid  year 
of  general  activity.  Fine  work  in  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare 
is  reported  and  helpful  cooperation  to  the  Department. 

Mt.  Holly  Unit — Mrs.  Burton  K.  Mitchell,  President,  reports  fine 
work  in  local  welfare.  Their  meetings  are  interesting  and  well- 
attended. 

Gaston  Unit — Mrs.  Raymond  Underwood,  President.  Though  not 
as  large  in  membership  as  last  year,  has  lost  none  of  its  enthusiasm 
for  Auxiliary  work  and  reports  a  year  replete  with  splendid  activity, 
especially  in  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation.  The  home  of  the 
Textile  Industry  of  the  South,  third  in  spindles  in  the  world,  this 
county  is  the  field  for  much  welfare  work  to  alleviate  actual  want 
and  necessity.  To  Mrs.  S.  E.  Moser,  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  and 
her  Committee,  goes  the  credit  for  the  gigantic  program  of  welfare 
of  the  Unit.  Approximately  $400.00  in  cash  has  been  disbursed 
through  the  Unit  Treasurer  for  Child  Welfare  while  the  least  esti¬ 
mate  on  the  money  value  of  their  work,  donations,  clothing,  etc.,  can 
safely  be  estimated  at  approximately  $2,300.00  without  exaggeration. 
Four  children  have  been  the  wards  of  the  Unit  for  the  past  two 
years,  being  clothed  and  cared  for  with  Unit  funds  and  outside 
donations.  One  small  girl  was  the  ward  of  the  Unit  until  adopted 
out  in  the  home  of  blood-kin,  and  happy  environment.  This  baby 
was  kept  and  cared  for  by  the  Unit  at  a  cost  of  $20.00  per  month 
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actual  board  care  to  say  nothing  of  clothes,  medicine,  etc.  Story 
telling  hours  at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  favors  distributed  to 
both  the  white  and  colored  wards  brought  joy  to  the  children.  The 
case  of  the  Burke  child  is  history  in  the  medical  journals  of  both 
the  State  and  National,  and  is  a  credit  to  this  Unit.  Stocking  the 
kitchen  of  the  War  Memorial  Building  with  staple  groceries  for  dis¬ 
abled  and  out-of-work  veterans  and  their  families  has  been  the 
Unit’s  greatest  aid  to  the  Legion.  Every  phase  of  Auxiliary  activity 
has  been  entered  into  by  this  Unit. 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Reverdy  Miller, 
Department  President,  and  other  Department  Officers  for  their  help 
in  the  solution  of  my  many  perplexing  problems.  To  my  Unit  Presi¬ 
dents  do  I  also  offer  my  deepest  thanks  for  their  cooperation.  If  I 
have  failed  in  any  way  it  was  through  no  fault  of  intention  or  desire 
but  circumstances,  over  which  I  had  no  control. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh, 

Sixteenth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  SEVENTEENTH  DISTRICT 

The  Seventeenth  District  is  composed  of  Boone,  Bakersville,  Le¬ 
noir  and  Morganton.  Each  Unit  is  active,  the  District  going  over 
the  top  in  1930-1931  membership. 

Boone,  with  Mrs.  Stanley  Harris  as  President,  led  the  District 
in  the  number  of  new  members  enrolled  and  has  done  splendid  work 
in  every  way. 

Bakersville,  Mrs.  Frank  Baker,  President,  was  a  little  slow  get¬ 
ting  started  with  her  year’s  work  but  is  active  and  doing  fine  service. 

Morganton,  piloted  by  Mrs.  Frank  Patton,  has  exceeded  her  last 
year’s  membership,  has  done  splendid  Rehabilitation  and  Hospital 
work  and  met  all  financial  obligations. 

Lenoir’s  Unit,  by  the  untiring  efforts  of  Mrs.  F.  H.  Bradley, 
President,  has  met  all  obligations,  State  and  National  and  done  good 
Hospital  and  Rehabilitation  work. 

The  duties  of  District  Committeewoman  have  been  very  few  as 
each  Unit  has  been  able  to  carry  on  the  work  without  outside  help. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Guire, 

Seventeenth  District  Committeewoman. 
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REPORT  OF  EIGHTEENTH  DISTRICT 

As  Committeewoman  for  the  Eighteenth  District  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  present  the  following  report: 

The  District  now  has  six  active  Units.  Each  Unit  was  asked 
to  send  to  the  Committeewoman  a  report  of  its  outstanding  activity. 
I  am  pleased  to  report  cooperation  on  the  part  of  all  Units  except 
one.  Marion  failed  to  report.  There  have  been  three  new  Units 
organized  this  year. 

The  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit,  of  Asheville,  is  the  largest  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict,  memberships  137.  Mrs.  Gabe  Croom,  President,  reports  the 
following  weekly  visits  and  treats  to  adopted  boys  at  Oteen.  Child 
Welfare  Chairman  has  worked  untiringly  in  providing  clothing,  milk 
and  food  to  men  and  families  in  all  parts  of  the  city.  Prison  work, 
ex-service  men  in  camps  were  visited  and  help  and  cheer  brought 
to  them  and  their  families.  Americanism,  the  best  in  the  history 
of  the  Unit.  Cooperated  with  Post  in  putting  on  numerous  affairs 
during  the  year,  secured  hospitalization  for  eight.  The  monetary 
valuation  of  work  is:  Child  Welfare,  $366.87;  Rehabilitation, 
$1,082.37;  Hospital,  $600.00.  Lost  all  funds  in  bank  failure  but  rose 
above  it  and  carried  forward  programs  in  a  splendid  way. 

The  Waynesville  Unit — Mrs.  E.  B.  Camp,  President,  reports  mem¬ 
berships  twenty-four.  Splendid  Rehabilitation  work.  Helped  buy 
some  of  the  instruments  for  the  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  of  the 
Legion.  Have  given  memberships  to  Gold  Star  Mothers  and  met 
all  obligations.  This  Unit  also  lost  funds  in  bank  failure. 

Canton  Unit — Mrs.  W.  N.  Freel,  President,  has  sixteen  members 
and  is  the  first  Unit  organized  this  year,  has  placed  flag  codes  in 
schools,  visited  Oteen  with  lovely  gifts  and  flowers,  gave  box  of 
clothing  to  charities,  assisted  Post  on  all  holidays  and  helped  them 
with  Carnival. 

Black  Mountain  with  Miss  Louise  Reinhardt,  Welfare  Nurse  at 
Oteen,  as  President,  has  twenty  charter  members.  It  was  only 
organized  the  last  of  April;  has  accomplished  much.  Assisted  Post 
on  Memorial  Day  decorating  graves,  put  on  Fourth  of  July  parade, 
bought  bed  and  clothing  for  widow,  also  gave  her  $10.00  in  cash. 

The  C.  W.  Francy  Unit  at  Oteen  was  organized  in  my  absence 
from  the  city  with  twenty-six  charter  members. 

I  have  visited  all  Units  except  one;  made  a  trip  with  our  Depart¬ 
ment  President,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  to  Bryson  City,  which  is 
in  the  Twentieth  District,  to  try  and  organize  a  Unit  there.  At¬ 
tended  executive  meeting  held  in  Charlotte,  October  25;  also  Area 
Conference  held  in  Asheville.  Written  thirty-five  letters,  five  long 
distance  calls,  driven  one  hundred  miles  in  automobile. 
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I  appreciate  so  much  the  help  given  me  by  our  Department  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  and  our  Secretary,  Mrs.  Beatrice 
Carroll. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  my  Unit  Presidents  for  their  fine  cooper¬ 
ation,  and  only  wish  I  had  space  to  report  in  detail  the  fine  work 
they  have  done  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Kate  Hall  Baumgardner, 

(Mrs.  Harry  L.) 

Eighteenth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  NINETEENTH  DISTRICT 

Despite  the  fact  of  the  closing  of  the  banks  at  Hendersonville 
and  serious  illness  in  the  families  of  Mrs.  Sutton,  President  of  Forest 
City  Unit,  and  Mrs.  Reese,  President  of  Hendersonville  Unit,  I  am 
proud  of  the  work  that  has  been  done  in  our  District.  I  made  several 
efforts  to  organize  at  Tryon  and  reorganize  at  Brevard  but  was  not 
successful. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  attending  the  Post  and  Unit  Officers  Con¬ 
ference  at  Gastonia  and  the  Area  Conference  at  Asheville.  Hender¬ 
sonville  sent  large  delegations  to  both  meetings. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Rutherfordton  Unit  which  I  at¬ 
tended,  and  in  which  Forest  City  Unit  joined,  I  attempted  to  ex¬ 
plain  some  of  our  work.  I  have  made  seven  long  distance  telephone 
calls,  and  written  many  letters.  My  boy’s  illness  made  it  impossible 
for  me  to  make  visits  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  for 
the  same  reason  I  will  not  go  to  Convention. 

The  Nineteenth  District  exceeded  their  quota  of  members  before 
any  other  District  of  five  Units,  or  less,  in  the  State,  for  which 
their  Committeewoman  will  receive  a  History  of  the  North  Carolina 
Auxiliary,  to  be  presented  by  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller.  Rutherfordton 
and  Hendersonville  received  National  Citations  and  both  will  receive 
State  Citations. 

Rutherfordton  did  splendid  work  all  year.  Their  financial  obli¬ 
gations  were  paid  before  most  any  other  Unit,  I  venture  to  say. 
Besides  ably  caring  for  their  Oteen  boys  they  remembered  the  Oteen 
Clinic  with  clothes,  toys  and  books  valued  at  $40.00.  Splendid  Ameri¬ 
canism  programs  were  carried  out  in  the  local  schools  and  the  school 
at  Cliffside,  N.  C. 

Forest  City  served  free  dinner  to  300  ex-service  men  on  Armistice 
Day;  also  served  the  Legion  a  banquet  on  February  14.  They  as¬ 
sisted  the  Legion  in  producing  a  play.  Oteen  boys  and  several  local 
cases  were  cared  for;  2,000  poppies  were  sold. 
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Hendersonville  was  active  in  most  all  phases  of  Auxiliary  work. 
Our  ladies  visit  Oteen  at  least  once  a  month,  carrying  cheer,  gifts 
and  flowers.  An  expectant  mother,  whose  ex-service  husband  is  on 
the  chaingang,  was  cared  for  with  baby-clothes,  bed  clothing,  coal, 
etc.  The  local  hospital  was  given  a  pillow  case  shower.  These  dona¬ 
tions  seemed  more  commendable  because  we  had  lost  $139.00  in  bank 
closing  and  money  was  hard  to  get  in  our  town.  Memorial  Day 
services  were  held  in  cemetery  under  auspices  of  the  Auxiliary  and 
we  assisted  in  the  Armistice  Day  program  put  on  by  the  Legion. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Units  and  their  officers  for  their  cooperation. 
Mrs.  Carroll  has  been  a  faithful  aid  in  my  work,  and  I  have  especially 
enjoyed  the  contact  with  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alyce  Pace  Reese, 

(Mrs.  W.  J.) 

Nineteenth  District  Committeewoman. 
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NATIONAL  OFFICERS,  1931-1932 


PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Frederick  C.  Williams 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Mrs.  Agnes  J.  Bourisk  Mrs.  C.  F.  Snover 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Waldrop  Mrs.  Malcolm  Douglas 

Mrs.  James  Morris 

Secretary — Mrs.  Gwendolyn  W.  McDowell 

Treasurer — Mrs.  Cecilia  Wenz 

Historian — Mrs.  Dessa  E.  McKay 

Chaplain — Mrs.  J.  J.  Doyle 

National  Executive  Committeeivoman — 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller 

Alternate  national  Executive  Committeeivoman — 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry 

DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS 


Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  President . Louisburg 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Vice-President . Henderson 

Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick,  Vice-President . Newton 

Miss  Arelia  Adams,  Secretary-Treasurer . Louisburg 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher,  Historian . North  Wilkesboro 

Mrs.  John  D.  Langston,  Chaplain . Goldsboro 

AREA  CHAIRMEN 

First  Area— Mrs.  Charles  Dunn . Scotland  Neck 

Second  Area — Mrs.  R.  S.  McClelland . . Wilmington 

Third  Area — Mrs.  J.  Glenn  McAdams . Burlington 

Fourth  Area — Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson . Statesville 

Fifth  Area — Mrs.  Maude  H.  Barrett . Asheville 

DISTRICT  COMMITTEEWOMEN 

First  District — Miss  Elizabeth  Winslow . Elizabeth  City 

Second  District — Mrs.  William  B.  Rodman,  Jr . Washington 

Third  District — Mrs.  Charles  Shupp . New  Bern 

Fourth  District — Mrs.  E.  S.  Pugh . Windsor 

Fifth  District — Mrs.  Norfleet  McDowell . Scotland  Neck 
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Sixth  District — Mrs.  Robert  E.  Stevens . Goldsboro 

Seventh  District — Mrs.  M.  G.  Piland . Whiteville 

Eighth  District — Mrs.  T.  G.  Stem . Oxford 

Ninth  District — Mrs.  Wade  H.  Jones . Siler  City 

Tenth  District — Mrs.  Carl  Fitchett . Dunn 

Eleventh  District — Mrs.  J.  K.  Iseley . Greensboro 

Twelfth  District — Mrs.  George  Burkbead . Asheboro 

Thirteenth  District — Miss  Jessie  Lupo..... . Winston-Salem 

Fourteenth  District — Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway . . Lexington 

Fifteenth  District — Mrs.  Andrew  Kilby . North  Wilkesboro 

Sixteenth  District — Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew . Charlotte 

Seventeenth  District — Mrs.  Frank  Patton . Morganton 

Eighteenth  District — Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick . Asheville 

Nineteenth  District — Mrs.  C.  B.  Edwards . C'liffside 

Twentieth  District — Mrs.  A.  L.  Cordell . Bryson  City 

CHAIRMEN  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Jennette,  Americanism . . Henderson 

Mrs.  Ed  Benbow,  Child  Welfare . Greensboro 

Miss  Sabra  E.  Sykes,  Community  Service  and  Unit  Activities — 

Columbia 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee,  Constitution . Monroe 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd,  Education  of  World  War  Orphans . Raleigh 

Mrs.  Lee  P.  Frans,  Fidac . Hickory 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  Finance . Raleigh 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Malone,  Legislation . Louisburg 

Miss  Arelia  Adams,  Membership . Louisburg 

Mrs.  Frank  Barbour,  Music . Durham 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh,  National  Defense . Gastonia 

Mrs.  Claude  T.  Bowers,  Poppy . Warrenton 

Mrs.  I.  T.  Valentine,  Publicity . . Spring  Hope 

Miss  Francis  Abernathy,  Radio . Raleigh 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson,  Rehabilitation . Statesville 

Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris,  Trophies  and  Awards . Wilmington 

Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Memorials . Winston-Salem 

Miss  Julia  McNeill,  Junior  Auxiliary . St.  Pauls 

Mrs.  J.  S.  C'laverie,  Hospital  and  Service  Worker . Asheville 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Gold  Star . Mooresville 

GENERAL  CONVENTION  CHAIRMAN 


Mrs.  A.  Miller  Yarnall 


Asheville 
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CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 


Resolutions 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway,  Chairman . Lexington 

Mrs.  Herbert  A.  White . Fayetteville 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Gwaltney . Taylorsville 

Miss  Bernice  Turner . Statesville 

Mrs.  Tom  Gold . Shelby 

Courtesy 

Miss  Jessie  Lupo,  Chairman . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Pipkin . Troy 

Mrs.  Walter  Craven . Charlotte 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Phillips . .....Thomasville 

Mrs.  Lee  Yates . Chadbourn 

Credentials 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell,  Chairman . Raleigh 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Pressly . Belmont 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Bowman . Marion 

Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick . Morehead  City 

Miss  Arelia  Adams . Louisburg 

Rules 

Mrs.  James  H.  Hutchison,  Chairman . Monroe 

Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick . Asheville 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Gause . Wilmington 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Williams . Maxton 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Pugh . Windsor 

Constitution 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Chairman . Monroe 

Mrs.  H.  W.  O’Shea . Durham 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Waldie . Southern  Pines 

Parliamentarian 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee . Monroe 


Pages 

Mrs.  Harold  Kent,  Chairman  and  President's  Page . Asheville 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Mimms,  Chief  Page . Raleigh 

Miss  Bobbie  Turner,  President's  Page . Statesville 

Miss  Elsie  Woolard,  President' s  Page . Henderson 

Miss  Clarice  Scruggs . Oteen 

Miss  Margaret  Honeycutt . Raleigh 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Murphy . Raleigh 

Miss  Marguerite  Mann . High  Point 

Miss  Mary  Helen  Rodman . Washington 
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Unit 

No. 

1... 


3 . 

5  . 

6  . 

7  . 

8  . . 

9 . 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13  . 

14  . 

15  . 

16  . 

18 . 

19  . 

20  . 

21 . 

22 . 

23  . 

24  . 

25  . 

27 . 

29  . 

30  . 

31  . 

34 . 

37  . 

38  . 

39  . 

40  . 

41  . 

42  . 

43  . 

45  . 

46  . 

47.. ... 

48  . 

49  . 

51  . 

52  . 

53  . 

55  . 

56  . 

57  . 

58.. ... 

59  . 

60  . 

61 . 

63.. .. 


UNITS  AND  THEIR  PRESIDENTS 


Location  President 

Raleigh . Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell 

Asheville . Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick 

Fayetteville . Mrs.  Noel  Patton 

St.  Pauls . Mrs.  A.  F.  Hughes 

Chapel  Hill . Mrs.  H.  A.  Whitlock 

Durham . Mrs.  H.  W.  O’Shea 

Lexington . Miss  Mary  Trice 

Charlotte . Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew 

Wilmington . Mrs.  T.  J.  Gause 

Goldsboro . Mrs.  L.  D.  Giddens 

Carthage . Mrs.  John  Beasley 

Wilson . Mrs.  S.  E.  Ulrich 

Salisbury . Mrs.  Charles  Coggins 

Washington . Mrs.  J.  C.  Rodman,  Sr. 

Newton . Miss  C’hallis  B.  Hall 

Sanford . Mrs.  Ralph  Kennedy 

Tarboro . Mrs.  H.  P.  Foxhall 

Raeford . Mrs.  R.  A.  Matheson,  Jr. 

.Morganton . Mrs.  W.  Clay  Ross 

.Clinton . Mrs.  J.  Sebron  Royal 

.Gastonia . .Mrs.  H.  S.  Mackie 

.New  Bern . Mrs.  James  Harker 

.Warrenton . Mrs.  A.  C.  Blalock 

.Monroe . Mrs.  James  H.  Hutchison 

.Lenoir . Mrs.  H.  G.  Smith 

.Lincolnton . Mrs.  Charles  Hinson 

.Wadesboro . Mrs.  R.  T.  B.  Little 

.Scotland  Neck . Mrs.  Charles  Dunn 

.Windsor . Mrs.  A.  J.  Mackie 

.Weldon . .Mrs.  F.  S.  Moore 

.Greenville . rMrs.  J.  L.  Evans 

.Edenton . Miss  Emma  Byrum 

.Thomasville . ^.Mrs.  R.  H.  Phillips 

.Lumberton . Mrs.  Eulalia  McGill  Memory 

.Kinston . Miss  Orie  Moseley 

.Asheboro . Mrs.  E.  L.  Hedrick 

.Morehead  City . Mrs.  Herbert  Thornton 

.Waynesville . Mrs.  E.  B.  Camp 

.Hickory . Mrs.  A.  A.  Whitlock 

.Hamlet . Mrs.  Mendie  Kirsch 

.Concord . Mrs.  Bess  McConnell 

.Franklinton . Mrs.  H.  H.  Utley 

.Greensboro . Mrs.  Z.  V.  Conyers 

.Winston-Salem . Mrs.  B.  B.  Walker 

.Marion . Mrs.  J.  F.  Miller 

.Pittsboro . Mrs.  T.  W.  McBane 

.Rocky  Mount . Mrs.  N.  Y.  Chambliss 

.Dunn . Mrs.  T.  A.  Core 

.Henderson . Mrs.  R.  C.  Gary 

.Canton . Mrs.  W.  N.  Freel 

.Burlington . Mrs.  W.  S.  Hogan 
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Unit 

UNITS  AND  THEIR 

PRESIDENTS— Continued 

No. 

Location 

President 

65 . 

. Statesville . 

. Mrs.  Fred  Lowrance 

66 . 

. Mooresville . 

. Mrs.  A.  C.  Craven 

70 . 

. Oteen . 

. Mrs.  Harry  E.  Bomberger 

74 . 

. Forest  City . 

. Mrs.  Spurgeon  Moss 

75 . 

. Rutherfordton . 

. Mrs.  C.  F.  Glenn 

77 . 

. Hendersonville . 

. Mrs.  Walter  Stepp 

79 . 

. Reidsville . 

. . Mrs.  George  T.  Schaeffer 

82 . . 

. Shelby . 

. Mrs.  Tom  Gold 

84 . . 

. Elizabeth  City . . 

. Mrs.  Raymond  Moore 

86 . 

. Davidson . 

. Miss  Bonnie  Shelton 

87 . 

. High  Point . 

. Mrs.  Fox  Marshall 

90 . 

. Oxford . 

. Mrs.  Luther  Davis 

91 . 

. Spring  Hope . 

. Miss  Ada  Valentine 

93 . 

. Siler  City . 

. Mrs.  Wade  H.  Jones 

94 . 

. Snow  Hill . 

. Mrs.  Mark  Lassiter 

95 . 

. Mebane . 

. Mrs.  G.  G.  Wyrick 

105 . 

. Louisburg . 

. Mrs.  J.  E.  Malone,  Jr. 

114 . 

. Elkin . 

. Mrs.  J.  F.  McNeely 

115 . 

. Kannapolis . 

. Mrs.  Ed  Swing 

116 . 

. Fuquay  Springs . 

. Mrs.  R.  E.  Aiken 

117 . 

. Maxton . 

. Mrs.  R.  M.  Williams 

119 . 

. . Leaksville-Spray . 

. Mrs.  P.  V.  Godfrey 

121 . 

. Marshville . 

. Mrs.  W.  C.  Griffin 

122 . 

. Burnsville . 

. Mrs.  Earl  Wilson 

123 . 

. Mt.  Airy . 

. Mrs.  R.  J.  Lovill 

125 . 

. . North  Wilkesboro . 

. Mrs.  Andrew  Kilby 

127 . 

. . Warsaw . 

. Mrs.  Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr. 

129 . 

. Black  Mountain . 

. Mrs.  W.  T.  Wright 

130 . 

. Boone . 

. Mrs.  R.  D.  Hodges 

134 . 

. Southern  Pines . 

. Mrs.  C.  T.  Waldie 

135 . 

. Elizabethtown . 

. Mrs.  Sallie  Cain 

137 . 

. Whiteville . 

. Mrs.  W.  F.  Spears 

139 . 

. . Chadbourn . 

. Mrs.  J.  B.  Elliott 

144 . 

. Belmont . 

Mrs  J.  M.  Pressly 

151 . 

. Farmville . 

. . Mrs.  J.  W.  Joyner 

152 . 

. Mt.  Holly . 

. Mrs.  T.  A.  Belk 

155 . 

. Kings  Mountain . 

. Mrs.  B.  F.  Ormand 

156 . 

. Wallace . 

. Mrs.  John  D.  Robinson 

159 . 

. Troy . 

. Mrs.  L.  M.  Russell 

165 . 

. Burgaw . . 

. Mrs.  W.  H.  Robbins 

170 . 

. Taylorsville . 

. Mrs.  M.  L.  Gwaltney 

177 . 

. Hayesville . 

. Mrs.  Robert  H.  Foard 

181 . 

. Littleton . 

Mrs  L  H  Justice 

182 . 

. Columbia . 

. Miss  Sabra  E.  Sykes 

184 . 

. Fremont . 

. Mrs.  H.  L.  Pippin 

185 . 

. China  Grove . 

. Mrs.  Guy  Ritchie 

187 . 

. Wake  Forest . 

. Mrs.  R.  W.  Wilkinson,  Jr. 

191 . 

. Bryson  City . 

. Miss  Jessie  Martin 

193 . 

. Bakersville . 

. Mrs.  A.  E.  Gauge 

194 . 

. Southport . 

200 . 

. Bayboro . 

204 . 

. Fair  Bluff . 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  PROGRAM 

SUNDAY,  JULY  17,  1932 

10:30  A.M. — Registration  booth  opens,  Battery  Park  Hotel. 

2:30  P.M. — Finance  Committee  Meeting,  Room  622,  Battery  Park 
Hotel. 

3:30  P.M. — Meeting  of  Department  Executive  Committee,  Battery 
Park  Hotel. 

6:00  P.M. — Dinner  for  Department  Executive  Committee,  Battery 
Park  Hotel,  Asheville  Unit  hostess. 

8:00  P.M. — Joint  Religious  and  Memorial  Service,  First  Baptist 
Church,  Woodfin  and  Oak  Streets.  Dedication  of  the 
Chimes. 

9:30  P.M. — Joint  Auxiliary  and  Legion  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Conference,  Battery  Park  Hotel. 

MONDAY,  JULY  18,  1932 

7:30  A.M. — Registration,  Battery  Park  Hotel. 

8:30  A.M. — Call  to  Order  of  Convention  at  Central  Methodist 
Church,  42  Church  Street,  by  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry, 
Department  President. 

Invocation:  Mrs.  John  D.  Langston,  Department  Chap¬ 
lain. 

Advancement  of  Colors:  Pages,  Mrs.  Harold  Kent, 
Chairman. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag,  led  by  Mrs.  Gabe 
Croom,  Asheville  Unit. 

Recital  of  Preamble  by  the  Convention,  led  by  Mrs. 
S.  E.  Jennette,  Department  of  Americanism  Chair¬ 
man. 

Song:  America. 

Call  for  Convention,  read  by  Miss  Arelia  Adams,  De¬ 
partment  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

Roll  Call. 

Report  of  Credentials  Committee. 

Report  of  Rules  Committee. 

Music. 

Joint  session  with  American  Legion,  Plaza  Theatre, 
Pack  Square. 

Resume  session,  Central  Methodist  Church. 

Music. 

Greetings  from  D.  A.  R.,  by  Mrs.  J.  G.  Stikeleather. 
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Greetings  from  U.  D.  C.,  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Harris. 

Greetings  from  Gold  Star  and  War  Mothers,  by  T.  F. 
Malloy. 

Introduction  of  National  Vice-President,  Southern 
Division,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller. 

Address  by  Mrs.  R.  W.  Waldrop,  National  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  Southern  Division. 

Report  of  National  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Reverdy  J. 
Miller. 

Report  of  Department  President,  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry. 
Report  of  First  Vice-President,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell. 
Report  of  Second  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick. 
Report  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Miss  Arelia  Adams. 
Report  of  Historian,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher. 

Report  of  Chaplain  and  Memorials  Chairman,  Mrs.  J. 
D.  Langston. 

Reports  of  Area  Chairmen:  Mrs.  Charles  Dunn,  Mrs. 
R.  S.  McClelland,  Mrs.  J.  Glenn  McAdams,  Mrs.  Frank 
Johnson,  and  Mrs.  Maude  Barrett. 

Adjournment. 

12:45  P.M. — Invitation  by  Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick,  President  of  Ashe¬ 
ville  Unit,  for  luncheon  at  Masonic  Temple,  80  Broad¬ 
way,  Asheville  Unit  hostess. 

2:30  P.M. — Resume  session,  Central  Methodist  Church,  Mrs.  Hugh 
W.  Perry,  President,  presiding. 

Presentation  of  District  Committeewoman. 

Presentation  of  Past  Department  Presidents. 

Presentation  of  Junior  Unit  Presidents  or  Representa¬ 
tives. 

Presentation  of  Fidac  Pageant. 

5:00  P.M. — Joint  Parade. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  19,  1932 

7:30  A.M. — Registration  Booth  open.  Battery  Park  Hotel. 

8:30  A.M. — Call  to  Order  at  Central  Methodist  Church,  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Newell,  First  Vice-President,  presiding. 

Advancement  of  Colors:  Pages. 
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Invocation:  Mrs.  J.  D.  Langston,  Department  Chaplain. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag,  led  by  Mrs.  S.  E.  Jen- 
nette,  Department  of  Americanism  Chairman. 

Recital  of  Preamble  of  the  Constitution,  led  by  Mrs. 
Joseph  Bradberry,  Asheville  Unit. 

Music:  America. 

Recognition  of  Standing  Committee  Chairman. 

Presentation  of  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  M.  O.  C.,  Oteen 
Hospital. 

Presentation  of  Mr.  Henry  C.  Bourne,  Com.  of  Dep.  N.  C. 

Presentation  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Caldwell,  Department  Ad¬ 
jutant. 

Presentation  of  Dr.  C.  L.  Sherrill,  Department  Service 
Officer. 

Presentation  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchison,  State  Service 
Officer. 

Credentials  Report. 

Report  of  Resolutions  Committee. 

Report  of  Constitution  Committee. 

New  Business. 

Recess. 

1:00  P.M. — Luncheon.  Past  Presidents’  Parley  Luncheon,  Battery 
Park  Hotel,  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Vass,  President. 

2:30  P.M. — Resume  session,  Central  Methodist  Church,  Mrs.  Hugh 
W.  Perry,  President,  presiding. 

Report  of  Courtesies  Committee. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Election  of  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

Presentation  of  New  Officers. 

Report  of  Trophies  and  Awards,  Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris, 
Department  Chairman. 

Retirement  of  Colors. 

Adjournment. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIAL  CALENDAR 

Note. — Each  Unit  Delegation  may  obtain  a  list  of  the  names  of 
their  Oteen  Hospital  patients  at  the  Information  Desk.  Visiting 
hours  at  the  hospital  are  from  3  o’clock  until  5  p.  m.  each  day. 

SUNDAY,  JULY  17 

3:00  P.M. — Trip  to  Oteen  Hospital. 

6:00  P.M. — Dinner  for  Department  Executive  Committee,  Battery 
Park  Hotel,  Asheville  Unit  hostess. 

12:01A.M. — Midnight  Movies,  Imperial  Theatre,  Patton  Avenue,  op¬ 
tional  at  a  charge  of  25  cents  per  person. 

MONDAY,  JULY  18 

12:45  P.M. — Luncheon,  Asheville  Unit  Hostess — Masonic  Temple,  80 
Broadway. 

1:30  P.M. — Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  Contest  and  Drill  at  Memorial 
Stadium. 

5:00  P.M. — Joint  Parade. 

6:00  P.M. — Garden  Party  and  Tea,  Manor  Grounds,  Charlotte  Street, 
D.  A.  R.,  U.  D.  C.  and  War  Mothers  hostess.  For 
Delegates,  Executive  Committee  and  Officers  of  Ashe¬ 
ville  Unit. 

8:00  P.M. — Joint  Card  Party,  Battery  Park  Hotel.  All  invited. 
Prizes.  Players  asked  to  bring  own  cards. 

10:00  P.M. — Joint  Dance,  Arcade  Roof,  across  from  Battery  Park 
Hotel. 

TUESDAY,  JULY  19 

1:00  P.M. — Luncheon:  Past  Presidents’  Parley  Luncheon,  Battery 
Park  Hotel.  Tickets  75  cents  on  sale  at  Registration 
Booth. 

3:30  P.M. — Boat  Races  at  Beaver  Lake. 

4:00  P.M. — Tea,  Oteen  Red  Cross  Building,  Oteen  Unit  hostess, 
Mrs.  Harry  E.  Bomberger,  President. 

Note. — Trip  through  Biltmore  Estate  any  day  for  half  price,  $1.20 
per  person.  Tickets  at  Information  Booth. 

Note. — Sterling  Silver  Pickle  Fork,  souvenir  of  the  Convention, 
displayed  at  Information  desk.  Orders  will  gladly  be  accepted  for 
same.  Price  $1.25  each. 

Note. — The  above  program  was  rearranged  in  some  instances  for 
convenience  of  all  concerned. 


TOnelfti)  Snnual  Contention 

Cfje  gmertcan  Hegton  &uxtltarp 

department  of  JSortf)  Carolina 

Central  jHetljotrist  Cfmrd),  gtefjebille,  M.  C. 

FIRST  BUSINESS  SESSION 
Monday  Morning,  July  18,  1932 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  was  called  to  order  at  8 :30  o’clock,  Monday, 
July  18,  1932,  at  the  Central  Methodist  Church,  Asheville, 
North  Carolina,  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  Department  Presi¬ 
dent,  presiding. 

Miss  Arelia  Adams,  Department  Secretary,  acted  as  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Convention. 

The  colors  were  advanced  by  the  pages  after  which  Mrs. 
Gahe  Croom  of  Asheville  led  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the 
Flag. 

Mrs.  John  D.  Langston,  Department  Chaplain,  gave  the 
invocation. 

The  assembly  joined  Mrs.  S.  E.  Jennette,  Department 
Americanism  Chairman,  in  the  recital  of  the  Preamble  to 
the  Constitution. 

“ America”  was  then  sung  by  the  audience. 

Corsages  were  presented  to  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  Mrs. 
R.  W.  Waldrop,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick 
and  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller  by  the  chief  page. 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  Department  President:  By  au¬ 
thority  vested  in  me  as  President  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  I  now  declare  the 
Twelfth  Annual  Convention  in  regular  session.  The  Secre¬ 
tary  will  now  read  the  Call  of  the  Convention. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  Call  of  the  Convention. 
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CALL  FOE  THE  TWELFTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  is  hereby  called 
in  accordance  with  the  Department  Constitution,  and  will 
be  held  in  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  on  July  17,  18  and  19, 
1932,  Battery  Park  Hotel,  being  hereby  designated  as  Regis¬ 
tration  Headquarters. 

Purpose 

The  Convention  is  called  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  for  the  purpose  of 

(a)  Receiving  annual  reports  of  the  Department  Officers,  Depart¬ 
ment  Convention  Chairmen  and  Committees. 

(b)  Considering  resolutions  and  amendments  to  the  Department 
Constitution. 

(c)  Election  of  Department  Officers,  National  Executive  Com- 
mitteewoman  and  Alternate  and  Delegates  and  Alternates  to  the 
National  Convention. 

(d)  Transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  properly  be 
brought  before  the  Convention  body. 

Representation 

“Each  Unit  shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  and  one  alternate 
for  the  first  ten  members  and  two  additional  delegates  and  two 
additional  alternates  for  each  fifty  members  or  major  fraction 
thereof,  whose  current  department  and  national  dues  have  been  paid 
and  received  by  the  Department  Treasurer  fifteen  days  prior  to  the 
date  of  meeting  of  the  Department  Convention.”  (Article  VI,  Sec. 
2,  Department  Constitution.) 

Note. — Unit  officials,  unless  they  are  delegates  or  alternates  have 
no  Convention  privileges  except  as  guests  of  their  delegations.  It 
is  suggested  that  Unit  Presidents  and  Secretaries  be  elected  dele¬ 
gates  when  possible  as  experience  of  these  officers  will  be  valuable 
to  the  delegation. 

Guests 

Each  Unit  delegation  may  invite  as  many  guests  as  they  wish, 
but  the  Unit  Delegation  Chairman  will  be  required  to  certify  that 
they  are  so  invited  by  the  Unit,  and  as  to  whether  or  not  they  are 
members  or  non-members,  and  said  guests  will  be  required  to  pay 
$1  registration  fee.  These  guests  will  be  seated  in  the  Convention 
Hall  as  far  as  space  will  permit. 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


15 


Credentials 

The  enclosed  certificate  will  be  properly  executed  by  the  Unit 
President,  attested  to  by  the  Unit  Secretary,  and  must  contain  the 
following  information:  Name  of  Unit,  paid-up  membership  of  Unit, 
June  30,  1932,  according  to  the  books  of  the  Department,  certificate 
to  the  effect  that  each  delegate  and  alternate  representing  the  Unit 
is  a  member,  active  and  in  good  standing;  date  at  which  delegates 
or  alternates  were  elected,  name  of  delegation  chairman,  names  of 
delegates  and  alternates.  Bring  two  copies  to  the  Convention  with 
you — one  to  be  used  by  the  Credentials  Chairman  and  one  by  the 
Chairman  of  Registration  whom  you  will  find  at  the  registration 
desk. 

Registration  Fee 

Each  delegate,  alternate  or  guest  will  be  required  to  pay  a  regis¬ 
tration  fee  of  $1,  which  fee  will  entitle  you  to  all  Convention  privi¬ 
leges.  All  delegates  and  alternates  are  requested  to  report  at  Bat¬ 
tery  Park  Hotel  immediately  upon  arrival,  when  badges,  instruc¬ 
tions  and  assignments  to  housing  will  be  issued.  Auxiliary  head¬ 
quarters,  as  stated  above,  will  be  maintained  at  the  Battery  Park 
Hotel.  Make  your  reservations  as  previously  instructed,  through 
Mrs.  Gabe  C'room,  Housing  Chairman,  Box  667,  Asheville,  N.  C. 

DEPARTMENT  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

A  meeting  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee  is  hereby 
called  and  will  be  held  at  3:30  o’clock,  July  17th.  (Place  of  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Battery  Park  Hotel,  room  to  be  announced  later.)  The 
Finance  Committee  will  meet  at  2:30  in  Room  No.  622,  Battery 
Park  Hotel. 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry, 

Depay'tment  President. 

Attest:  Arelia  Adams,  Department  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Perry:  The  Secretary  will  please  read  the  Conven¬ 
tion  Committees : 

CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 
Resolutions 


Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway,  Chairnian . Lexington 

Mrs.  Herbert  A.  White . . > . Fayetteville 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Gwaltney . Taylorsville 

Miss  Bernice  Turner . Statesville 

Mrs.  Tom  Gold . Shelby 
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Courtesy 


Miss  Jessie  Lupo,  Chairman . Winston-Salem 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Pipkin . Troy 

Mrs.  Walter  Craven . Charlotte 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Phillips . Thomasville 

Mrs.  Lee  Yates . Chadbourn 


Credentials 


Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell,  Chairman . Raleigh 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Pressly . Belmont 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Bowman . Marion 

Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick . . . Morehead  City 

Miss  Arelia  Adams . Louisburg 


Rules 

Mrs.  James  H.  Hutchison,  Chairman . Monroe 

Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick . Asheville 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Gause . Wilmington 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Williams . Maxton 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Pugh . Windsor 


Constitution 


Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Chairman . Monroe 

Mrs.  H.  W.  O’Shea . Durham 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Waldie . Southern  Pines 


Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee 


Parliamentarian 


Monroe 


Pages 

Mrs.  Harold  Kent,  Chairman  and  President's  Page . Asheville 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Mimms,  Chief  Page . Raleigh 

Miss  Bobbie  Turner,  President' s  Page . Statesville 

Miss  Elsie  Woolard,  President's  Page . Henderson 

Miss  Clarice  Scruggs . Oteen 

Miss  Margaret  Honeycutt . Raleigh 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Murphy . Raleigh 

Miss  Marguerite  Mann . High  Point 

Miss  Mary  Helen  Rodman . Washington 


The  roll  was  called  by  Miss  Arelia  Adams,  Department 
Secretary. 
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Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell,  Chairman  of  the  Credentials  Com¬ 
mittee,  made  a  motion  that  the  report  of  the  Credentials 
Committee  be  deferred  until  the  Tuesday  morning  session, 
July  19th.  Motion  seconded  by  Miss  Bernice  Turner. 
Carried. 

The  Convention  assembled,  was  recessed  for  the  joint 
Legion  and  Auxiliary  Conference  at  the  Plaza  Theatre,  Pack 
Square. 

JOINT  SESSION  WITH  THE  LEGION 

Plaza  Theatre,  Pack  Square 

9  :15  A.M. — Joint  session  of  the  American  Legion  and  the 

American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Address  of  welcome :  Honorable  Ottis  Green, 
Mayor  of  Asheville,  North  Carolina. 

Address  of  welcome:  Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick, 
President  of  the  Iviffin  Rockwell  Unit  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Response:  Mrs.  IT.  A.  Newell,  Department 
First  Vice-President,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  of  North  Carolina. 

Response:  Paul  Dana,  Department  Vice- 
Coinmander,  American  Legion. 

Song  by  Mrs.  Velma  Russ  McEvoy,  Sweet¬ 
heart  of  the  American  Legion. 

Presentation:  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  Depart¬ 
ment  President,  American  Legion  Auxili¬ 
ary,  was  presented  by  Commander  Bourne 
and  she  in  turn  presented  Mrs.  R.  W.  Wal¬ 
drop,  National  Vice-President,  Southern 
Division,  American  Legion  Auxiliarv. 

7  O 
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Presentation:  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Na¬ 
tional  Executive  Committeewoman,  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Music. 

9:45  A.M. — Presentation:  Tobin  Kirby,  Grande  Chef  de 

Gare  (Forty  and  Eight). 

Presentation:  Grande  Chef  de  Gare  of  South 
Carolina. 

10:30  A.M. — Presentation  of  National  Commander  by  Col¬ 
onel  W.  L.  Joyner. 

Address:  Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr.,  National 
Commander. 

After  Commander  Stevens’  address  the  Auxiliary  retired 
to  their  convention  hall. 

AUXILIARY  SESSION  RESUMED 
Methodist  Church 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  Department  President:  The  Con¬ 
vention  Committee  has  provided  music  for  us  at  this  time  and 
we  will  now  hear  Mr.  Conrad  Williams,  of  Asheville. 

Special  music. 

Greetings  from  the  U.  D.  C.  were  brought  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Harris :  I  am  most  happy  to  be  here  and 
bring  greetings  from  the  U.  D.  C.  and  from  the  members  of 
Asheville  as  a  convention  city.  To  this  large  number  of 
delegates  and  friends  we  extend  a  most  gracious  welcome  to 
the  American  Legion  and  to  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  We  are  also  grateful  for  the 
ones  that  fought  so  bravely  for  our  country.  I  am  sure  that 
you  anticipated  for  months  this  meeting  and  that  you  have 
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looked  forward  to  it  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  Possibly 
there  are  some  of  you  who  have  never  visited  Asheville  before 
and  have  looked  forward  to  this  visit  with  a  sense  of  deep 
joy.  As  you  return  to  your  homes  may  you  be  filled  with 
greater  enthusiasm  from  the  Unit  that  is  proud  to  be  your 
hostess.  We  have  the  veterans  of  the  60’s  while  you  have 
as  your  central  figure  the  soldiers  of  the  World  War.  Many 
of  those  boys  are  descendants  of  the  boys  in  gray,  many  of 
them  are  asleep  in  the  far-away  lands  and  many  are  in  the 
hospitals.  May  our  enthusiasm  and  our  labors  of  love  never 
cease  for  them.  Welcome  again  to  Asheville ! 

(In  closing  she  gave  the  beautiful  poem  “Lest  We  For¬ 

get.”) 

Mrs.  Perry :  The  organization  which  is  very  dear  and  near 
to  us  is  the  Gold  Star  and  the  War  Mothers.  Mrs.  T.  P. 
Malloy  was  to  have  brought  greetings,  but  she  is  absent  at 
this  time. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  are  very  happy  to  recognize  at  this  time 
our  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Peverdy  J. 
Miller.  We  will  now  have  her  report. 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  in 
Convention  assembled: 

It  has  been  a  privilege  to  represent  North  Carolina  as  your 
National  Executive  Committeewoman;  a  pleasure  to  enjoy  the  con¬ 
tact  with  National  which  this  office  affords,  and  a  duty  to 
render  to  you  an  accounting  of  my  service. 

At  Detroit  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  was  given  the 
signal  honor  of  having  one  of  its  members  elected  National  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  American  Legion.  As  the  official  homecoming  for 
our  National  Commander  was  held  in  Charlotte,  it  was  a  pleasure 
to  serve  with  my  unit  in  participating  in  the  official  welcome  to 
National  Commander  Henry  Stevens. 

Due  to  the  broad  vision  of  our  Auxiliary  women,  the  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  program  in  North  Carolina  has  brought  to  our  department  on 
numerous  occasions  national  recognition.  Because  of  the  outstand- 
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ing  work  you  have  done,  our  National  President  appointed  your 
National  Executive  Committeewoman  a  member  of  the  National 
Child  Welfare  Committee  for  three  years. 

In  November,  prior  to  the  Presidents’  and  Secretaries’  Confer¬ 
ence,  a  joint  meeting  of  the  National  Child  Welfare  Committees  of 
the  Legion  and  Auxiliary  was  held  in  Indianapolis.  The  Legion 
program  for  the  ensuing  year  was  planned  and  adopted  at  this 
meeting.  Attendance  at  the  joint  meeting  gave  to  the  Auxiliary 
representatives  an  understanding  and  vision  of  the  Legion  Child 
Welfare  program  otherwise  unattainable. 

Following  the  joint  meeting  the  Auxiliary  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee  convened,  planned  and  adopted  its  program.  To  me  was 
assigned  the  making  of  a  survey  of  nurseries  and  clinics  maintained 
by  the  American  Legion  or  Auxiliary,  or  both,  in  connection  with 
the  United  States  Administration  Hospitals.  This  survey  has  been 
completed  and  a  report  forwarded  to  our  National  Child  Welfare 
Chairman  and  to  the  Child  AVelfare  Director  of  the  American 
Legion,  Miss  Emma  Puschner. 

When  not  in  attendance  at  meetings  of  the  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee,  sessions  of  the  Presidents’  and  Secretaries’  Conference  were 
attended. 

Our  National  President  appointed  me  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Revision  of  the  Manual  of  Ceremonies.  This  committee  met 
prior  to  the  January  meeting  of  the  National  Executive  Committee 
in  Indianapolis.  Prior  to  the  National  Convention  this  committee 
will  meet  again  to  complete  the  revision  before  submitting  it  to  the 
National  Executive  Committee. 

It  is  the  desire  of  our  national  officers  that  the  members  of  the 
Auxiliary  understand  the  problems  which  are  brought  before  the 
National  Executive  Committee,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  National 
Executive  Committeewoman  to  present  them  to  you  so  that  as  indi¬ 
vidual  members  you  may  feel  more  closely  affiliated  with  National. 
Your  membership  is  important  but  your  interest  and  intelligent 
understanding  not  only  from  a  Unit  and  Department  standpoint 
but  also  from  a  National  standpoint  is  indispensable. 

Every  year  our  Department  has  been  willing  to  accept  the  obliga¬ 
tions  imposed  upon  it  by  National,  and  this  year  has  been  no  ex¬ 
ception. 

With  our  National  President,  Louise  W.  Williams,  presiding,  the 
National  Executive  Committee  meeting  convened  in  Indianapolis 
the  latter  part  of  January.  The  national  chairmen  of  the  various 
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committees  submitted  their  plans  and  programs  for  approval.  Some 
of  the  chairmen  made  recommendations  which  were  adopted  and 
to  which  each  department  is  requested  to  respond. 

At  the  Convention  in  Detroit,  the  ten  cents  per  member  rehabili¬ 
tation  tax  to  carry  forward  the  rehabilitation  program  was  again 
approved.  It  was  the  thought  of  the  National  Rehabilitation  Com¬ 
mittee  that,  with  all  departments  accepting  their  obligation,  from 
$25,000  to  $30,000  will  be  used  for  the  Legion,  leaving  from  $10,000 
to  $15,000  to  use  in  the  rehabilitation  budget  of  the  Auxiliary.  That 
means  that  this  year  only  two  donations  are  requested  for  rehabili¬ 
tation  work,  the  10  cents  per  member  and  the  Christmas  fund.  As 
North  Carolina  accepts  the  sole  responsibility  of  providing  Christ¬ 
mas  for  all  veterans  in  the  hospital  at  Oteen,  this  Department  does 
not  contribute  to  the  National  Christmas  fund  and  only  the  10  cents 
per  member  tax  is  required. 

Each  departmenc  was  asked  to  increase  its  National  Defense  fund 
in  order  to  carry  out  the  National  Defense  program  which  included 
the  establishment  of  a  speakers  bureau  and  radio  talks  on  National 
Defense.  Prior  to  this  many  departments  had  made  no  contribution 
to  National  Defense,  but  for  several  years  our  Department  has 
included  an  appropriation  for  National  Defense  in  its  budget. 

The  financing  of  the  Educational  Center  and  school  rooms  in 
Pershing  Hall,  the  Memorial  Building  to  the  World  War  Veterans 
in  Paris  was  brought  before  the  committee,  the  units  to  be  asked 
for  voluntary  contributions  for  this  purpose,  as  many  other  Ameri¬ 
can  organizations,  both  patriotic  and  fraternal,  have  already  shared 
in  furnishing  of  this  memorial  building.  Your  representative  agreed 
that  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  should  share  in  this  project. 

An  advisory  committee  brought  in  a  report  on  several  questions 
about  which  there  was  misapprehension  and  misunderstanding. 
The  first  one  was  on  the  question  of  acceptability,  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  eligibility  and  acceptability  are  not  coincident.  The 
second  giving  rulings  on  the  reinstatement  of  members  and  the 
third  on  the  use  of  the  Unit  Handbook.  This  report  was  unani¬ 
mously  accepted  as  read. 

Following  the  National  Executive  Committee  meeting  in  Indian¬ 
apolis,  the  National  Defense  Conference  was  held  in  Washington. 
As  a  delegate  from  this  Department  all  sessions  of  the  Conference 
were  attended.  While  in  Washington  interviews  were  held  with 
several  of  our  representatives  in  Congress  urging  support  of  Na¬ 
tional  Defense  measures  approved  at  the  National  Defense  Con¬ 
ference. 
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As  a  member  of  the  National  Child  Welfare  Committee,  the  Area 
C.  Child  Welfare  Conference  held  in  Jacksonville,  Florida,  was 
attended.  These  conferences  are  gold  mines  of  information  for 
they  enable  us  to  know  what  other  departments  are  doing.  North 
Carolina  was  ably  represented  by  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley  and  Miss 
Louise  Reinhardt.  Hon.  Willis  Smith,  Legion  Child  Welfare  Chair¬ 
man  from  North  Carolina,  extended  an  invitation  to  the  conference 
to  meet  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  next  year.  May  I  urge  each  of 
you  to  attend  the  conference  when  it  comes  to  our  Department. 

Your  Committeewoman  attended  the  Area  Conference  in  Raleigh 
and  a  dinner  in  Rocky  Mount  at  which  our  National  President, 
Louise  W.  Williams  was  the  distinguished  guest.  Two  district 
meetings,  the  Armistice  Day  celebration  in  Salisbury,  the  Fourth 
Area  Conference,  several  unit  meetings,  the  Post  and  Unit  Officers 
Conference  in  Winston-Salem,  and  three  Executive  Board  meetings 
have  been  attended. 

Many  invitations  have  been  extended  which  could  not  be  accepted, 
but  my  appreciation  is  as  great  as  though  each  had  been  accepted. 

My  association  with  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Perry  has 
been  most  pleasant.  She  has  responded  to  every  call  from  National 
headquarters,  and  I  wish  to  thank  her  and  Miss  Adams  for  their 
co-operation. 

If  there  are  any  measures  which  you  wish  presented  to  our  next 
National  Executive  Committee  meeting  which  will  be  held  in  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon,  the  day  before  the  opening  of  our  National  Conven¬ 
tion  in  September,  it  will  be  a  privilege  to  present  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Myrtle  B.  Miller  (Mrs.  Reverdy  J. ), 

National  Executive  C ommitteewoman, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

1931-1932. 

Mrs.  Miller  moved  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  Re¬ 
port  accepted. 

Mrs.  Perry  called  the  Pages  to  the  front  and  presented 
them  to  the  Convention  assembled  and  stated  that  she  deemed 
us  fortunate  to  have  these  young  girls  as  Pages  and  appreci¬ 
ated  the  fact  that  they  would  serve  and  represent  the  Junior 
Auxiliaries  from  their  respective  units. 
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Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  First  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair: 
We  will  now  have  the  report  of  our  Department  President, 
Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry: 

Madam  Chairman  and  My  Friends  and  Coworkers  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary: 

It  is  with  mingled  feelings  of  joy  and  happiness,  humility  and 
sadness  that  I  make  this  report  to  you  today — joy  and  happiness 
in  the  great  work  we  have  accomplished  this  year,  joy  and  happi¬ 
ness  in  thinking  of  the  loyalty  and  co-operation  with  which  you 
have  carried  on  your  part  of  our  program,  and  joy  and  happiness 
in  looking  over  the  various  reports  of  our  chairmen  and  finding 
that  in  the  face  of  greater  difficulties  than  we  have  ever  had  to  face 
you  have  carried  on  so  valiantly,  you  have  given  greater  service 
than  ever  before,  principally  because  the  need  has  been  greater, 
and  where  the  call  to  duty  and  service  has  come  the  Auxiliary  has 
always  responded  freely.  We  are  learning  each  year  more  and  more 
what  it  means  to  give  aid  to  our  disabled  men  and  their  families, 
and  we  are  learning  how  to  do  it  more  efficiently  without  overlap¬ 
ping  other  relief-giving  agencies.  I  said  in  the  beginning,  humility 
and  sadness  also.  Humility  is  the  only  way  I  know  to  express, 
because  I  do  feel  very  humble  in  attempting  to  lead  an  organization 
covering  the  field  this  one  covers,  and  so  I  say  with  humility  and 
sadness,  sadness  that  the  year  is  practically  finished  and  that  we 
are  still  short  of  our  goal,  and  sadness  that  so  soon  I  too  shall  be 
one  of  the  “Past”  who,  although  her  year  is  over,  feel  that  this 
organization  of  ours  is  a  very  vital  part  of  her  being,  and  whose 
love  and  loyalty  for  it  is  so  great  that  nothing  is  too  hard  to  per¬ 
form  if  it  is  for  the  welfare  of  the  Auxiliary. 

Your  President  assumed  duties  immediately  after  the  National 
Convention  in  Detroit,  the  office  supplies  and  the  Secretary  reaching 
Louisburg  on  October  3rd.  The  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Louis- 
burg,  feeling  that  this  organization  was  one  well  worth  while, 
rented  an  office  in  one  of  the  best  office  buildings  in  town,  and  they 
have  donated  the  rent  ever  since  we  have  been  established  there. 

The  very  first  official  duty  was  a  most  pleasant  one — that  of  wel¬ 
coming  our  National  Commander  to  North  Carolina  at  a  breakfast 
in  Goldsboro,  and  going  from  there  to  the  homecoming  celebration 
in  Warsaw.  Then  there  was  the  Charlotte  homecoming  for  the 
National  Commander  at  which  time  your  President  represented  the 
Department.  I  also  attended  the  official  farewell  for  him  given  in 
Raleigh.  When  we  had  welcomed  him,  feted  him  and  bidden  him 
farewell,  we  then  settled  down  to  real  business,  the  first  and  most 
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important  being  the  first  executive  meeting  which  was  held  in 
Louisburg,  October  17th.  There  were  39  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  present  at  that  time,  including  the  members  of  the 
finance  committee,  which  met  just  preceding  the  executive  meeting 
to  make  up  the  budget  for  the  fiscal  year.  The  officers  were  installed 
at  this  time,  the  chairmen  of  standing  committees  approved,  and 
the  budget  presented  by  the  Finance  Committee  adopted.  After  the 
meeting  my  Unit  entertained  the  committee  at  a  luncheon  at  the 
Four  Winds  Tea  Room.  One  feature  of  this  meeting  which  was  of 
great  benefit  to  the  District  Committeewomen,  and  to  which  I  wish 
to  call  your  attention,  was  a  meeting  for  them  at  which  time  they 
entered  into  informal  discussions  of  the  problems  and  means  of 
solving  them  as  they  came  up.  If  all  District  Committeewomen 
could  possibly  arrange  to  attend  the  first  executive  meeting  of  the 
year  they  could  thus  familiarize  themselves  with  the  real  plans  and 
program  and  thus  eliminate  much  needless  correspondence  by  learn¬ 
ing  something  of  their  work  at  this  time  as  this  was  a  real  school, 
and  there  are  always  District  Committeewomen  on  the  committee 
who  have  served  before  and  are  familiar  with  the  work  and  know 
the  best  way  to  carry  it  on  without  confusion. 

Your  President  also  attended  the  installation  of  the  Legion  offi¬ 
cers  in  Tarboro,  N.  C.,  and  was  entertained  very  royally  by  the 
Tarboro  Unit.  On  November  21st  the  Department  Presidents  and 
Secretaries  Conference  was  held  in  Indianapolis,  the  expenses  of  the 
Department  Presidents  being  paid  by  National.  Your  President 
attended  this  Conference  or  school  as  it  should  be  rightly  called, 
as  it  is  of  untold  benefit — ideas  being  exchanged,  the  whole  program 
for  the  year  as  set  out  by  National  outlined,  and  splendid  lectures 
or  addresses  given  by  our  most  outstanding  women. 

My  first  visit  as  President  of  the  Auxiliary  was  made  to  Oteen 
on  my  return  from  Indianapolis.  In  order  that  I  might  more  thor¬ 
oughly  understand  this  work  I  spent  the  time  with  the  Hospital 
Chairman  and  Service  Worker,  Mrs.  J.  S.  C’laverie  and  we  went  out 
to  the  hospital  each  morning,  spending  the  day  there  until  I  had 
visited  and  shaken  hands  with  every  patient  in  the  hospital.  I 
also  had  a  conference  with  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the 
hospital,  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  and  he  spoke  very  highly  of  the  type  of 
work  being  done  in  the  hospital  by  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
and  commends  us  in  our  efforts  to  co-operate  with  hospital  au¬ 
thorities.  This  of  course  spoke  well  for  the  preceding  administra¬ 
tion  and  we  have  endeavored  to  carry  it  out  along  the  same  lines 
this  year.  At  this  time  we  began  the  preparation  of  the  Christmas 
list  for  the  units,  this  list  being  completed  later  and  mailed  to  the 
units  in  order  that  the  men  in  the  hospital  might  receive  the  Christ- 
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mas  gift  they  desired,  and  also  that  their  gifts  might  not  conflict 
with  the  wishes  of  the  hospital  authorities. 

Feeling  that  we  needed  to  instruct  the  units  somewhat  in  the 
program  for  the  year  and  at  their  request,  we  announced  that  dis¬ 
trict  meetings  would  be  held  in  each  district  as  early  in  the  year 
as  possible.  Eighteen  district  meetings  were  held,  one  district 
having  six  units  felt  unable  to  have  a  meeting,  as  all  units  had 
lost  all  their  money  in  bank  failures  and  they  felt  that  this  would 
be  an  added  expense,  and  the  other  district  in  which  no  meeting 
was  held  went  over  the  top  in  membership  early  in  the  year,  and 
so  I  felt  that  they  could  well  afford  to  miss  having  the  district 
meeting.  Those  districts  holding  their  meetings  early  in  the  year 
report  the  greatest  amount  of  good.  At  these  meetings  each  unit 
had  an  opportunity  and  was  requested  and  urged  to  attend  and  to 
make  its  own  report  and  discuss  its  plans  for  the  year  and  exchange 
ideas  with  other  units.  I  attended  all  of  these  district  meetings 
and  in  that  way  contacted  practically  every  unit.  Those  I  failed 
to  contact  at  these  meetings  I  later  had  an  opportunity  to  get  in 
touch  with  at  the  Area  Conferences  in  the  early  spring. 

The  first  Area  Conference  was  held  in  the  Third  Area,  the  Na¬ 
tional  President,  Mrs.  Frederick  C.  Williams,  being  the  honor  guest 
and  principal  speaker  for  the  meeting.  This  was  held  in  Raleigh 
and  was  well  attended.  From  this  Conference  we  hastened  over  to 
Rocky  Mount  for  the  First  Area  Conference,  at  which  time  Mrs. 
Williams  was  also  the  honor  guest  and  principal  speaker.  This 
meeting  was  also  well  attended  by  members,  chairmen  and  District 
Committeewomen.  The  following  day  the  Second  Area  Conference 
was  held  in  Wilmington  and  well  prepared  program  and  good  at¬ 
tendance  greeting  me.  Following  pretty  soon  after  the  Fourth  Area 
Conference  was  held  in  Mooresville,  the  attendance  and  program 
speaking  well  for  the  work  done  in  the  various  districts  in  that 
area,  and  immediately  following  this  was  the  Fifth  Area  Confer¬ 
ence  held  in  Asheville,  which  was  also  splendidly  carried  out.  I 
attended  each  one  of  these  conferences,  and  we  attempted  to  have 
as  many  chairmen  of  standing  committees  as  possible  present,  and 
urged  all  District  Committeewomen  to  attend  as  they  summed  up 
the  work  of  the  district  in  their  reports.  Your  President  talked 
informally  to  them  and  the  chairmen  also  made  brief  talks.  By 
having  these  different  meetings  each  unit  and  each  district  has  had 
an  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  the  various  phases  of 
the  work  and  with  their  officers. 

The  District  Committeewomen  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts 
to  put  their  units  over  the  top  in  membership  and  obligations. 
They  have  written  many  letters  and  made  many  visits  in  carrying 
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on  their  work,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  your  Department  President  to 
heartily  commend  them  and  to  thank  them  for  their  loyalty  and 
support  of  the  Department  program.  The  Area  Chairmen  have  been 
a  source  of  much  help,  their  work  being  somewhat  similar  to  that 
of  the  District  Committeewomen,  except  that  they  cover  areas  in¬ 
stead  of  districts  and  worked  through  the  Committeewomen.  I’ll 
let  them  tell  you  themselves  just  what  has  been  accomplished  in 
their  areas — they  have  gone  about  their  work  seriously  and  it  has 
been  a  joy  to  have  worked  with  them. 

Each  department  has  been  carried  on  with  such  thoroughness  and 
sureness  that  it  has  been  a  marvel  to  me  to  see  what  has  been  ac¬ 
complished  in  the  face  of  such  difficulties  as  we  have  met  this  year. 
I  am  urging  you  to  read  the  reports  of  your  various  department 
chairmen  as  they  will  appear  in  the  minutes  of  this  Convention. 
Much  time  and  effort  has  been  spent  in  getting  these  reports  up, 
and  if  you  will  read  them  and  study  them  you  will  see  what  your 
chairmen  have  been  doing  and  what  the  units  have  been  doing 
during  the  year.  May  I  suggest  that  you  have  these  reports  read 
at  your  unit  meetings,  taking  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare,  Na¬ 
tional  Defense,  etc.,  as  they  come  each  month  and  in  that  way 
acquaint  your  membership  with  what  is  being  accomplished.  I  will 
not  attempt  to  go  into  detail  about  any  particular  phase  of  the 
work  as  I  am  hoping  you  will  read  carefully  these  reports. 

Rehabilitation  is  our  first  objective,  and  following  closely  with 
that  is  Child  Welfare.  The  cases  throughout  the  State  have  been 
handled  efficiently,  and  the  call  has  been  greater  this  year  than 
ever  before  as  you  will  see  from  the  reports.  I  am  sorry  to  state 
that  you  have  fallen  behind  on  your  contributions  to  these  two  im¬ 
portant — I  should  say  most  important — parts  of  our  work;  therefore 
it  has  been  impossible  for  the  department  chairmen  to  reach  those 
isolated  cases  in  counties  having  little  or  no  relief  funds,  and  I 
hope  you  will  make  up  for  this  lack  during  August  and  September. 

I  have  made  two  visits  to  Asheville  for  the  sole  purpose  of  visit¬ 
ing  the  hospital  at  Oteen  and  the  Clinic  or  Health  Center.  The 
first,  as  before  stated,  on  the  way  from  Indianapolis  and  one  later. 
I  have  visited  the  hospital  and  clinic,  however,  five  times  in  all — 
once  in  the  winter  when  I  attended  the  district  meeting  and  once 
in  the  spring  when  I  attended  the  Area  Conference  and  on  this  visit 
for  the  Convention,  and  have  endeavored  to  keep  in  very  close  touch 
with  these  two  projects. 

We  have  had  four  executive  meetings,  one  of  these  being  held,  as 
before  stated,  in  Louisburg,  one  at  the  Post  Officers  Conference  in 
Winston-Salem,  one  in  Raleigh  and  one  here. 
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I  attended  the  National  Defense  Conference  in  Washington  and 
have  attempted  to  put  this  phase  of  our  work  before  the  units  and 
the  public  throughout  the  balance  of  the  year. 

We  have  been  very  proud  indeed  of  the  department  publication 
begun  this  year  and  hope  that  it  will  be  found  beneficial  enough 
for  you  to  want  its  continuance  and  will  say  so  in  a  material  way. 
I  have  preached  reading  bulletins  all  the  year,  and  I  say  to  you 
now  that  those  units  having  read  their  bulletins  have  been  the 
units  co-operating  with  the  department  program  who  have  carried 
on  their  local  work  properly  and  the  units  which  are  a  credit  to  the 
department,  and  they  have  also  been  the  units  costing  the  depart¬ 
ment  less  in  the  way  of  correspondence,  telegrams  and  phone  calls, 
as  they  were  up  on  the  job  and  knew  what  to  do.  It  is  with  no 
spirit  of  boastfulness  that  we  enumerate  the  things  which  we  have 
accomplished,  and  I  was  very  disappointed  not  to  get  the  reports 
returned  as  we  had  hoped  for.  There  are  still  a  few  units  who 
have  not  responded  to  any  correspondence  or  anything  of  any  kind, 
not  even  sending  in  their  membership,  but  I’m  still  hoping  that 
before  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  they  will  respond  so  that  their 
charters  will  not  have  to  be  revoked. 

The  poppies  were  again  made  at  Oteen  by  the  wives  of  the  patients 
who  live  in  the  village  of  Oteen.  They  were  paid  $1,425.75  for 
making  them.  One  hundred  thirty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  small  and  1,386  large  poppies  were  made.  Several 
batchelor  posts  also  sold  poppies  in  addition  to  the  units — the  Post 
at  Enfield  giving  its  entire  proceeds  to  Department  Child  Welfare 
and  Rehabilitation.  There  are  only  a  few  units  who  have  not  as 
yet  paid  for  their  poppies.  Fidac  has  come  to  the  front  this  year, 
and  we  are  particularly  proud  of  the  pageant  prepared  for  this  Con¬ 
vention,  directed  by  the  Fidac  Chairman  and  of  the  dolls  and  post¬ 
card  book. 

Our  Community  Service  program  has  been  indeed  worth  while, 
and  our  units  seem  to  be  beginning  to  realize  that  they  must  be  a 
community  asset  in  order  to  live  and  thrive. 

Under  the  able  leadership  of  our  music  chairman  great  strides 
have  been  made  in  this  direction — choruses,  trios,  quartets,  etc., 
being  organized  in  different  units,  and  they  are  all  learning  to  use 
the  “Star  Spangled  Banner”  in  opening  the  meetings.  (I  must  here 
apologize  to  the  Convention  assembled  in  not  having  this  used  in 
our  opening,  but  it  was  entirely  an  oversight,  and  I  did  not  realize 
that  I  had  failed  to  have  it  until  after  the  program  had  gone  to 
press,  so  I’ll  ask  your  pardon,  Madam  Music  Chairman,  and  promise 
that  I’ll  stress  it  doubly  in  unit  meetings.) 
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The  Americanism  program  always  gets  response,  as  witnessed  by 
the  number  of  replies  to  that  questionnaire,  and  we  are  happy  that 
practically  all  units  have  observed  the  George  Washington  Bicen¬ 
tennial  in  some  way  this  year. 

The  units  report  considerable  progress  made  in  getting  graves  of 
deceased  veterans  registered  in  the  county  courthouses  and  in  the 
Adjutant  General’s  office. 

A  list  is  being  compiled  of  all  Gold  Star  mothers  and  widows, 
this  list  being  completed  in  6S  counties  out  of  our  100. 

The  Junior  Auxiliary  is  a  great  part  of  the  unit,  and  we  are  very 
happy  to  have  representatives  here  from  a  number  of  our  Junior 
organizations.  They  have  done  me  the  honor  of  being  Pages  for 
this  Convention,  and  I’m  sure  you  will  agree  that  they  are  a  live, 
wide-awake  part  of  our  work.  I  am  indeed  proud  of  our  member¬ 
ship,  although  we  have  not  reached  our  quota,  but  I  feel  sure  that 
the  unit  membership  chairmen,  the  District  Committeewomen  and 
the  area  chairman,  as  well  as  your  department  membership  chair¬ 
man  and  your  President,  have  done  all  that  we  possibly  could  to 
put  the  units,  districts  and  areas  across;  and  it  is  just  the  unusual 
circumstances,  the  many  bank  failures  and  the  prevailing  unemploy¬ 
ment  which  must  be  blamed  for  this  failure  to  come  up  to  standard, 
because  the  interest  has  been  manifested  in  numerous  ways. 

Your  Department  President  was  invited  to  represent  the  depart¬ 
ment  at  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  Conference  in 
Durham,  but  being  unable  to  attend  sent  telegraphic  greetings.  The 
Service  Worker,  at  your  President’s  request,  represented  the  de¬ 
partment  at  the  D.  A.  V.  Conference  in  Waynesville.  Mrs.  George 
A.  Iseley,  Vice-Chairman  of  Child  Welfare,  represented  the  depart¬ 
ment  at  Area  “C”  Child  Welfare  Conference  in  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

I  have  visited  all  units  desiring  the  aid  of  the  President  or  who 
invited  me  to  attend  special  meetings,  specifying  special  or  particu¬ 
lar  dates,  only  two  engagements  of  this  kind  being  canceled  when 
I  was  called  home  on  account  of  critical  illness  in  my  family,  but 
the  records  of  these  units  are  splendid  and  the  cancellations  'were 
not,  I  hope,  detrimental  to  their  advancement. 

I  wish  some  of  us  could  get  through  a  report  without  mentioning 
depression  or  hard  times,  but  we  have  all  been  faced  with  this 
situation,  32  units  out  of  our  103  having  lost  all  of  their  funds  in 
bank  failures  as  well  as  the  department  funds  being  tied  up  in  this 
manner  also.  We  recovered  all  of  the  department  funds,  but  the 
units  have  not  been  so  fortunate — they  had  to  begin  at  the  bottom 
and  start  up,  and  I  feel  proud  to  state  that  practically  every  one  of 
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them  have  paid  their  dues  and  have  met  at  least  their  obligations, 
some  having  met  everything.  This  is  the  proper  spirit  to  show. 
In  the  second  month  of  this  year  our  department  lost  its  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  she  having  obtained  a  position  with  the  National  office 
of  the  Legion.  We  were  sorry  indeed  to  see  her  leave,  but  I  was 
most  fortunate  in  securing  one  who  has  stood  by  us  staunchly  and 
has  proven  most  loyal  to  our  organization  and  to  me.  She  has 
worked  day  and  night  when  necessary,  and  has  never  murmured  and 
has  been  most  valuable  to  our  department  work.  And  she  has  a 
right  to  love  this  organization,  having  had  three  brothers  in  the 
great  war.  All  of  our  officers  have  been  ready  and  willing  to  assist, 
and  it  has  been  a  source  of  much  satisfaction  to  know  that  there 
were  capable  and  willing  hands  to  assist  me.  The  Past  Presidents 
have  been  of  great  assistance  to  me.  I  have  heard  that  “Experience 
is  the  best  teacher,”  and  I  have  greatly  profited  from  the  experience 
of  our  Past  Presidents,  who  have  been  so  generous  with  their  help 
whenever  it  was  solicited,  and  I’ll  assure  you  it  was  frequently 
needed.  I  cannot  think  of  ending  this  little  resume  of  the  help  we 
have  received  without  extending  to  Commander  Bourne  and  Adju¬ 
tant  Jim  Caldwell  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  department  for  their 
courtesies  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

The  Veterans  Administration  and  our  Service  Officer  have  been 
most  helpful,  and  I  especially  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
great  number  of  cases  the  Service  Officer  has  helped  your  Depart¬ 
ment  President  and  other  officers  and  the  various  units  get  properly 
filed  and  carried  through  to  a  finish. 

It  would  be  very  sweet  indeed  to  me  to  tell  you  just  how  beauti¬ 
fully  I  have  been  entertained  in  various  places,  to  tell  you  of  the 
flowers,  the  gifts  and  lovely  dinners  and  luncheons  given  me,  but  it 
would  take  too  long  and  we  have  a  full  program.  To  you,  my  dear 
women  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  I  must  say  I  am  grateful 
for  this  privilege  of  serving  you  and  through  you  our  disabled  men 
and  their  families.  You  have  been  wonderful  in  your  loyalty  to  the 
cause  we  represent;  your  co-operation,  your  unselfish  service  has 
made  the  work  easier  and  oh,  so  pleasant,  and  I  shall  file  each 
memory  away  in  my  cabinet  of  thoughts,  as  I  do  the  faded  flowers 
for  remembrance,  and  it  will  be  with  a  great  deal  of  happiness  that 
1  go  over  them  in  the  years  to  come  and  think  of  the  joy  we  had  in 
serving  this  organization  so  dear  to  us  all — together. 

Mrs.  Perry  moved  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  Report 
accepted. 
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Mrs.  Perry  in  the  Chair:  Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  First  Vice- 
President,  will  give  her  report  at  this  time. 

Mrs.  Newell  : 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

Maclam  President,  Distinguished  Guests,  Members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary: 

My  duties  this  year  as  your  First  Vice-President  have  been  most 
interesting  and  pleasant,  and  for  the  honor  of  being  allowed  to 
serve  with  Mrs.  Perry  and  the  members  of  the  Executive  Board  I 
am  very  grateful. 

I  was  present  in  Louisburg  at  the  installation  of  Mrs.  Hugh  W. 
Perry  as  Department  President,  and  also  at  the  lovely  luncheon  that 
the  Louisburg  unit  gave  to  the  Executive  Board  honoring  Mrs. 
Perry. 

I  also  attended  the  installation  of  Commander  Bourne  in  Tarboro 
on  October  26th  and  a  lovely  banquet  given  by  the  Tarboro  unit 
before  the  installation  service. 

I  have  attended  all  four  Executive  Board  meetings  of  the  year 
in  Louisburg,  Winston-Salem,  Raleigh  and  Asheville,  also  the  Post 
Officers  Conference  in  Winston-Salem  in  February.  It  has  been  a 
great  joy  to  meet  and  know  the  members. 

It  was  indeed  a  pleasure  for  me  to  be  present  at  the  Fourth  Area 
Conference  in  Raleigh  and  hear  our  National  President,  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liams,  as  well  as  other  notables.  The  district  meetings  in  Raleigh, 
Newton  and  Oxford  and  meetings  of  other  units  that  I  have  been 
privileged  to  attend  have  been  inspiring  and  most  helpful.  I  appre¬ 
ciate  the  lovely  invitations  and  courtesies  extended  and  regret  so 
much  that  I  couldn’t  accept  each  one  that  I  received. 

May  I  express  to  you  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the  privilege  of 
having  served  in  our  beloved  work,  and  to  tell  you  once  again  that 
my  heart  is  always  with  you  in  the  work  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  Newell  (Mrs.  H.  A.), 

Dept.  First  Vice-President. 

Mrs.  Newell  moved  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  Report 
accepted. 
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Mrs.  Perry  :  Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick  will  make  her  report  as 
Second  Vice-President. 

Mrs.  Warlick: 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

Although  the  office  of  Second  Vice-President  carries  with  it  but 
few  duties  of  a  specific  nature  in  the  scheme  of  Auxiliary  work, 
still  it  is  an  opportunity  afforded  an  incumbent  of  advancing  the 
work  of  our  organization  and  assisting  those  with  exact  duties  in  an 
easier  performance  of  them. 

I  have  all  during  the  year  tried  my  utmost  to  do  not  only  the 
things  assigned  me  by  our  President,  but  have  in  addition  worked 
in  all  ways  locally  and  otherwise  in  an  endeavor  to  do  my  bit  and 
at  the  same  time  add,  if  possible,  to  the  very  fine  accomplishment 
of  things  brought  about  by  our  organization. 

I  have  attended  all  Executive  Board  meetings  called,  my  first 
attendance  being  in  Louisburg,  the  home  of  our  President,  at  the 
initial  meeting  of  the  year.  I  attended  the  Executive  Committee 
meeting  which  was  held  in  Winston-Salem  during  the  Post  and 
Unit  Officers  Conference.  Our  last  meeting  before  Convention  was 
held  in  Raleigh  and  then  I  was  present  in  this  hospitable  city  at 
the  meeting  on  Sunday.  I  was  present  at  the  16th  District  meeting 
in  Newton  and  attended  the  Fourth  Area  Conference  in  Mooresville. 
All  of  the  meetings  were  sources  of  information  to  me  and  showed 
greatly  interested  members  whose  sole  ideas  seemed  to  be  the 
advancement  of  our  work. 

Though  the  past  year  has  been  a  difficult  one  in  many  respects, 
still  it  is  evident  that  we  have  advanced  in  our  lines,  due  in  a  great 
measure,  I  am  sure,  to  the  incentive  set  by  our  President,  Mrs.  Plugh 
Perry,  whose  work  and  aims  have  always  been  for  Auxiliary  good. 
The  pleasant  co-operation  of  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  has 
increased  my  zeal  for  the  future  activity  of  our  organization. 


Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick. 
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Mrs.  Perry:  We  will  now  have  the  report  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Historian,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Absher. 

Mrs.  Absher: 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Guests  and  Members  of  the 
Auxiliary: 

I  have  enjoyed  serving  you  again  as  Historian.  I  am  glad  to  tell 
you  a  greater  number  of  histories  were  sent  in  this  year  than  last, 
and  a  greater  number  of  scrap-books  made  by  historians  have  been 
reported.  Sixty-five  unit  historians  have  sent  in  well  written  his¬ 
tories  of  their  Units.  My  only  regret  is  I  have  not  space  to  include 
in  this  report  the  marvelous  history  of  each  Unit  activity  as  re¬ 
corded  by  these  historians. 

T  want  to  commend  the  work  of  the  Unit  Historians  in  their 
worthy  endeavor  to  lead  their  Units  to  be  history  minded.  You 
see  their  influence  reaching  out  to  their  community  and  county, 
and  the  results  are  complete  Unit  histories,  collection  of  World  War 
stories  and  souvenirs  and  county  halls  of  history. 

May  you  continue  to  reach  out  to  the  Units  who  did  not  respond 
this  year  and  ask  them  to  join  us  in  this  great  endeavor  to  make 
each  Unit  and  county  in  our  State  history  minded,  and  the  priceless 
bits  of  history  scattered  about  in  our  State  will  be  forever  saved, 
instead  of  forever  lost,  because  of  you! 

“Sketches  Prom  Unit  Histories” 

“Have  roster  of  World  War  veterans  of  county,  also  complete  list 
of  Gold  Star  mothers.  Have  collected  many  World  War  incidents 
and  war  stories  from  Legionnaires.”  “I  am  writing  a  complete  his¬ 
tory  of  our  Unit  from  the  date  of  organization.  Have  photos  of  all 
officers  to  date.” 

Warrenton  Unit  Historian  has  placed  roster  of  World  War  vet¬ 
erans  and  pictures  of  history  of  State  flag  in  local  library. 

Winston-Salem  Unit  reports  County  Hall  of  History  started  in 
Forsyth  County  courthouse.  “One  electrically  lighted  case.  Inter¬ 
esting  collection  of  equipment  used  by  both  German  and  American 
soldiers,  medals,  citations,  interesting  records,”  etc. 

The  glass  cabinet  in  Legion  hut  in  Mooresville  is  full  of  inter¬ 
esting  World  War  relics  and  souvenirs.  The  Historian  at  Gray  is 
making  commendable  effort  to  file  all  information  obtainable  con¬ 
cerning  women’s  work  in  the  World  War.  A  personal  war  story 
from  each  Legionnaire  is  being  solicited. 
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Statesville  and  Hickory  are  collecting  World  War  stories  from 
Legionnaires.  A  collection  of  these  stories  add  interest  to  scrap¬ 
books  prepared  by  Chapel  Hill  Historian. 

Your  Department  Historian  was  proud  to  receive  the  history  of 
two  Units  brought  up  to  date — Chapel  Hill,  1921-1932;  Mt.  Holly, 
1926-1932.  The  service  rendered  the  local  Unit  and  the  Department 
of  North  Carolina  by  the  Unit  Historian  finding  and  recording  the 
first  years  of  the  life  of  the  above  Units  cannot  be  estimated. 

Raleigh  Unit  co-operated  with  relief  organizations  and  planted 
1,000  gardens  in  Raleigh  and  Wake  County. 

Trees  have  their  places  in  history.  Monroe  Unit  reports  a  won¬ 
derful  planting  of  parkways  to  be  known  as  “Washington  Memorial 
Gardens.”  Interesting  tree  planting  was  reported  by  Lumberton, 
Raleigh,  Columbia  and  North  Wilkesboro.  Henderson  Unit  is  plac¬ 
ing  bronze  tablets  on  twelve  trees  in  memory  of  soldiers  of  the 
World  War.  A  name  of  a  colored  soldier  lost  for  a  few  years  from 
list  of  World  War  dead  of  Wilkes  County  was  found  and  added  to 
bronze  marker  on  Memorial  Avenue  in  North  Wilkesboro. 

From  Edenton  comes  an  interesting  account  of  the  unveiling  of 
a  monument  to  Joseph  Hews  and  a  historical  pageant. 

From  Spring  Hope  comes  notice  of  the  birth  of  The  Auxiliary 
News,  and  I  am  sure  every  Auxiliary  member  shares  Spring  Hope’s 
pride  and  joy  in  this  worthy  achievement.  “Long  may  it  live!” 

Charlotte’s  Unit  Historian  has  placed  Legion  Monthly  and  Aux¬ 
iliary  News  in  public  library  and  Queens  College. 

History  that  will  make  our  State  proud  one  day  is  being  written 
into  the  lives  and  hearts  of  the  school  children  of  our  State  by  the 
character  training  required  by  American  Legion  school  award  and 
study  of  the  flag.  Belmont  stressed  “Ten  Guide  Posts  on  the  Road 
to  Good  American  Citizenship”  in  a  wonderful  way  in  the  schools. 
An  inspiring  and  attractive  scrap-book  history  of  the  Newton  Unit 
has  been  received. 

Taylorsville  Unit  prepared  luncheon  for  twelve  needy  children 
every  day  for  entire  school  term.  The  mother  and  sisters  of  Ser¬ 
geant  Haliburton,  first  American  prisoner,  whose  story  is  now  being 
published  in  Liberty  Magazine,  are  members  of  the  Taylorsville 
Unit. 

From  High  Point  comes  interesting  news  of  a  workroom  where 
396  new  garments  were  cut  and  made  for  the  needy  by  the  members 
of  the  Unit. 

From  Tarboro  comes  a  story  of  beautiful  co-operation  in  restoring 
an  abandoned  churchyard,  part  of  which  is  to  be  used  as  a  burial 
ground  for  World  War  soldiers. 

The  education  of  World  War  orphans  moves  forward.  Six  boys 
and  girls  were  enabled  to  study  at  universities  and  colleges  during 


34 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


the  past  year  through  the  scholarship  secured  and  the  help  of  the 
Nannie  Norfleet  Memorial  Fund. 

Blooming  red  across  the  State  were  the  “Flanders  Fields”  on 
Poppy  Day. 

The  history  of  the  Asheville’s  Unit  work  at  Oteen  sounds  like  the 
record  of  some  guardian  angel.  “Three  hundred  visits  to  Oteen, 
money,  useful  gifts,  magazines,  flowers  by  the  carful.”  The  Units 
crowning  endeavor  is  a  beautiful  singing  tower  erected  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  boys  of  Buncombe  County  who  made  the  supreme  sac¬ 
rifice.  I  wish  I  had  space  to  record  it  all. 

The  “History  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,”  written  by  Major  and 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Fletcher  and  published  last  year,  was  awarded  the  Gold 
Medal  offered  by  National  Headquarters  for  the  best  Department 
History.  One  thousand  five  hundred  of  these  histories  have  been 
sold,  1,500  are  still  on  hand  at  the  publishers. 

Wilmington  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  Mrs.  Bessie  McKay, 
National  Historian,  en  route  from  Cristobel,  Panama,  to  the  Detroit 
National  Convention. 

The  co-operation  of  the  following  Units  in  the  work  of  Child 
Welfare  and  Rehabilitation  and  all  other  Unit  activities  as  reported 
by  Historians  was  almost  100  per  cent: 


Durham 

Tarboro 

Lexington 

Raleigh 

Vaughn 

Louisburg 

Statesville 

Wadesboro 

Lumberton 

Burlington 

Davidson 

Kings  Mountain 

St.  Pauls 

Waynesville 

Chapel  Hill 

Winston-Salem 

Marion 

Maxton 

Asheville 

Canton 

Raeford 

Oteen 

Washington 

Dunn-Erwin 

Belmont 

Newton 

Lincolnton 

Salisbury 

Boone 

Scotland  Neck 

Troy 

Morganton 

Reidsville 

Concord 

Asheboro 

Fayetteville 

Littleton 

Hamlet 

Black  Mountain 

Elizabeth  City 

Southern  Pines 

Taylorsville 

Charlotte 

Hickory 

Henderson 

High  Point 

Spring  Hope 

Gastonia 

Shelby 

Cornelius 

Fair  Bluff 

Monroe 

Hendersonville 

Greensboro 

China  Grove 

North  Wilkesboro 

Snow  Hill 

Columbia 

Kannapolis 

Wilmington 

Lenoir 

Mt.  Holly 

Mooresville 

Edenton 

Warrenton 

Thomasville 
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Your  Department  Historian  has  sent  out  four  History  Bulletins, 
written  250  cards  to  Unit  Presidents,  asking  for  their  Unit  History, 
has  attended  all  Executive  Board  meetings,  one  Area  Conference, 
one  district  meeting,  visited  four  Units  and  made  talks  on  Depart¬ 
ment  History. 

From  National  Historian: 

“North  Carolina  Department  sent  in  excellent  history  last  year. 
I  am  looking  forward  to  your  Department  history  this  year.” 

Dessie  McKay, 
National  Historian. 

Unit  Historians,  this  tribute  belongs  to  you!  It  was  your  history 
your  Department  Historian  sent  in  last  year. 

The  fine  co-operation  of  Department  President,  Mrs.  Perry,  Dis¬ 
trict  Committeewomen  and  Unit  Historians  is  deeply  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher, 
Department  Historian. 

North  Wilkesboro,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Absher  moved  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  Report 
accepted. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  will  at  this  time  have  the  report  of  the 
Department  Chaplain,  Mrs.  John  D.  Langston. 

(Mrs.  Perry  asked  that  Mrs.  Langston  read  a  list  of  the 
Auxiliary  dead  for  1932,  after  which  the  assembly  was  re¬ 
quested  to  stand  a  moment  in  their  honor.) 

CHAPLAIN’S  REPORT 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Guests  and  Members  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary: 

My  duties  this  year  as  your  Chaplain  have  been  very  pleasant, 
and  I  am  indeed  grateful  for  the  honor  of  having  served  you  in  this 
capacity. 

I  have  attended  three  of  the  executive  meetings — the  ones  held 
in  Louisburg,  Winston-Salem  and  Asheville.  I  also  attended  the 
Post  Officers  Conference  in  Winston-Salem,  the  Area  Conferences 
held  in  Raleigh,  Rocky  Mount  and  Wilmington,  and  have  performed 
the  duties  of  the  Chaplain  at  these  meetings.  It  has  been  a  great 
privilege  to  work  with  Mrs.  Perry  and  Miss  Adams. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  John  D.  Langston, 

Department  Chaplain. 
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Charlotte  Unit: 

Mrs.  Dorcas  A.  Williamson 
(Gold  Star  Mother) 
Mrs.  Robert  Cochran 


Raleigh  Unit: 

Mrs.  Charles  Lee  Smith 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Teachey 
Mrs.  Hoffmire 


Durham  Unit: 

Mrs.  Ella  Parrish 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Parker 

Franklin  ton  Unit: 

Mrs.  J.  O.  Green 

Fremont  Unit: 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Shackelford 
(Gold  Star  Mother) 

Gastonia  Unit: 

Mrs.  John  O.  Rankin,  Jr. 
(Charter  member) 

Mrs.  Maggie  McArver 
(Gold  Star  Mother) 

Lexington  Unit: 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Daniels 

Monroe  Unit: 

Mrs.  R.  V.  Houston 

Mooresville  Unit: 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Hartham 

Maxton  Unit: 

Mrs.  A.  Leitch  Patterson 


Statesville  Unit: 

Mrs.  P.  P.  Dulin 

Salisbury  Unit: 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Putnam 

Troy  Unit: 

Miss  Mamie  McIntyre 

Washington  Unit: 

Miss  Lida  T.  Rodman 
Mrs.  Mary  P.  Bougham 

Windsor  Unit: 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Smith 

Winston-Salem  Unit: 

Mrs.  Dora  Simpson 

Wilmington  Unit: 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Hick 
Miss  Lillie  Sears 
Miss  Helen  Blanch  Jones 

Chadbourn  Unit: 

Miss  Dora  Blake — July  4 

Fayetteville  Unit: 

Miss  Mae  Williams 
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Mrs.  Langston’s  report  accepted. 

Mrs.  Fisher  issued  an  invitation  to  the  Convention  to  a 
tea  which  was  given  by  the  D.  A.  R.’s,  U.  D.  C.’s  and  the 
War  Mothers  and  was  to  he  held  Monday  afternoon  at  6 
o’clock. 

An  invitation  by  Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick,  President  of  the 
Asheville  Unit,  for  luncheon  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  given 
by  the  hostess  Unit,  was  extended  to  the  Convention,  after 
which  Mrs.  Perry  declared  the  Convention  recessed  until 
2  :30  o’clock  and  requested  all  delegates  to  return  promptly 
at  that  hour. 

During  the  luncheon  Mrs.  Perry  presented  Mrs.  Reverdy 
J.  Miller,  Rational  Executive  Committeewoman,  who  in  turn 
presented  Mrs.  R.  W.  Waldrop,  Rational  Vice-President  of 
the  Southern  Division,  who  addressed  the  assembly. 

The  Convention  reassembled  at  the  Central  Methodist 
Church  at  2  :30  p.  m.  immediately  following  the  luncheon, 
Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry  presiding. 

Special  music: 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  are  very  grateful  for  this  beautiful 
music.  We  will  now  ask  Mrs.  Hutchison,  Chairman  of  the 
Rules  Committee,  to  give  her  report. 

RULES  REPORT 

The  Rules  Committee  makes  the  following  recommendations  to 
the  Twelfth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Department  of  North  Carolina: 

1.  All  meetings  shall  be  called  to  order  promptly  at  8:30  a.  m. 

2.  A  speaker  shall  rise,  address  the  chair,  give  her  name  and 
Unit,  and  obtain  recognition  before  she  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

3.  No  member  shall  speak  a  second  time  on  the  same  question  if 
another  member  who  has  not  spoken  on  that  question  desires  the 
floor,  and  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same 
question  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Convention. 

4.  The  maker  of  a  motion  may  open  and  close  the  debate.  Debate 
shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes  to  each  speaker.  Debate  on  any 
question  shall  be  limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 
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5.  No  extension  of  time  shall  be  allowed  to  a  speaker  or  to  debate 
except  by  two-thirds  vote. 

6.  All  main  motions  shall  be  written,  signed  by  the  maker,  and 
handed  to  the  chair  before  the  close  of  the  session  at  which  they 
are  offered. 

7.  Any  delegate  desiring  the  privilege  of  the  Convention  must 
wear  her  badge  in  plain  sight. 

8.  An  alternate  taking  the  place  of  a  delegate  at  any  meeting  shall 
wear  the  delegate’s  badge. 

9.  No  person  shall  enter  or  leave  the  hall  while  another  is 
speaking. 

10.  Parliamentary  procedure  as  prescribed  in  Robert’s  Rules  of 
Order,  Revised,  shall  be  observed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  James  H.  Hutchison, 

Chairman. 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Gause. 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Williams. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Pugh. 

Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick. 

I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report. 

Mrs.  Hutchison  moved  the  acceptance  of  this  report, 
port  accepted. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  will  at  this  time  ask  Mrs.  Sam 
Chairman  of  the  Convention  Constitution  Committee,  to 
the  report  of  that  committee. 

Mrs.  Lee  : 

Madam  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary: 

The  Convention  Constitution  Committee  wishes  to  report  that  it 
has  received  the  following  proposed  amendment  to  the  Department 
Constitution: 

That  Article  VIII,  Section  1,  of  the  By-Laws  (which  was  amended 
at  the  1981  Convention  so  as  to  read:  “Nominations  of  all  officers 
shall  be  made  from  the  floor  and  the  vote  taken  by  roll  call  as  is 
done  by  the  Legion.  If  there  is  only  one  nominee,  upon  motion  duly 
carried,  the  Secretary  may  cast  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  These  election  rules  shall  be  effective  at  the  1932  Conven¬ 
tion”)  be  so  amended  as  to  read:  “All  nominations  shall  be  made 
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from  the  floor  and  the  election  be  by  written  ballot.  If  there  is  only- 
one  nominee,  upon  motion  duly  carried,  the  Secretary  may  cast  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Convention.” 

This  proposed  amendment  was  not  received  in  time  for  it  to  be 
included  in  the  mimeographed  copies  which  have  been  distributed 
to  you,  but  when  I  read  the  Constitution,  which  is  being  offered  to 
you  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  which  we  have  been  using,  I  shall 
read  this  amendment  as  it  is  here  presented  to  you  and  you  will  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  vote  whether  or  not  you  will  accept  the 
proposed  change. 

In  addition  to  the  above  amendment  the  committee  has  received 
several  National  rulings  which  will  be  arranged  in  their  proper 
places  in  our  Constitution  and  By-Laws.  These  rulings  are  as 
follows: 

(T)  Eligibility  and  acceptability  are  not  coincident.  The  Unit, 
in  the  absence  of  a  provision  in  the  Constitution  of  its  Department 
or  action  of  its  Department  Convention  limiting  the  right,  has  the 
right  to  determine  who  shall  be  acceptable  for  membership  in  the 
Unit,  bearing  in  mind  that  only  eligible  applicants  may  be  con¬ 
sidered. 

(2)  When  a  member  has  paid  no  dues  for  a  year  or  longer  she 
is  classed  as  delinquent.  If  she  filed  an  individual  membership 
application  while  she  was  yet  in  good  standing  she  may  reinstate 
her  membership  by  paying  dues  for  the  period  of  the  delinquency 
and  for  the  current  year.  By  this  procedure  she  may  be  reinstated 
even  though  her  service  relative  is  not  in  good  standing  in  the 
Legion  at  the  time  of  her  application  for  reinstatement. 

(3)  The  Handbook  (revised  in  1932)  is  based  upon  the  rulings 
and  action  of  the  National  Convention,  the  National  Executive 
Committee  and  the  National  Executive  Officers  in  all  matters  covered 
by  it  to  date.  The  information  contained  therein  is  therefore  en¬ 
titled  to  weight  and  authority  as  the  official  regulations  of  the  Aux¬ 
iliary  for  the  government  of  Departments,  Posts  and  Units  in  all 
matters  covered  by  it. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  O’Shea. 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Waldie. 


Mrs.  Lee:  Madam  President,  I  move  the  acceptance  of 
this  report.  Accepted  as  read. 
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Mrs.  L  ee  then  gave  her  report  for  the  year  as  Chairman 
of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws : 

REPORT  OF  CONSTITUTION  CHAIRMAN 

Madam  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary: 

As  Constitution  Chairman  I  submit  the  following  report  and  rec¬ 
ommend  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  contained 
herein.  At  the  11th  National  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  held  in  Detroit  last  September,  the  Committee  on  Consti¬ 
tution  and  By-Laws  submitted  a  report  which  called  for  some 
changes  in  the  form  of  the  National  Constitution,  particularly  as  to 
arrangement  and  headings.  This  report  was  accepted,  and  the 
National  Constitution  was  amended  as  recommended.  The  Chair¬ 
man,  in  making  her  report,  stated  that  “we  are  trained  in  parlia¬ 
mentary  law  classes  to  know  that  a  constitution  is  a  permanent 
thing,”  saying  also  that  it  could  not  be  changed  every  little  while, 
and  that  we  should  not  include  in  a  constitution  things  that  can  be 
changed  every  now  and  then,  but  that  those  things  should  go  into 
the  by-laws  of  a  constitution. 

In  “Robert’s  Rules  of  Order,  Revised,”  we  are  told  that  the  con¬ 
stitution  should  contain  only  the  following: 

(1)  Name  and  object  of  the  society. 

(2)  Qualification  of  members. 

(3)  Officers  and  their  election. 

(4)  Meetings  of  the  society. 

(5)  How  to  amend  the  constitution. 

The  rules  now  accepted  as  common  parliamentary  procedure  have 
not  been  adopted  in  any  arbitrary  manner,  but  are  rather  the  result 
of  deliberative  assemblies  over  a  period  of  many  years.  They  have 
become  accepted  because,  in  the  language  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  they 
have  been  found  to  best  subserve  “accuracy  in  business,  economy  of 
time,  order,  uniformity  and  impartiality.”  The  rules  are  based  on 
certain  fixed  principles  and  are  always  in  accord  with  good  common 
sense. 

So,  in  order  to  conform  with  our  National  Constitution  and  with 
parliamentary  authority,  some  things  which  should  have  been  in 
the  By-Laws  of  our  Constitution  have  been  taken  from  the  Consti¬ 
tution  and  placed  in  the  By-Laws,  and  several  of  the  articles  and 
sections  have  been  amended  in  other  ways.  The  main  amendments 
are  those  calling  for  the  organization  of  the  Department  into  geo¬ 
graphic  Areas;  the  election  of  five  Vice-Presidents,  the  manner  of 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


41 


their  election  and  their  duties;  the  provision  for  a  single  audit  of 
the  books  of  the  Treasurer  to  be  made  at  the  close  of  the  year  in 
order  to  save  the  expense  of  two  audits;  giving  vote  in  Executive 
Committee  meetings  to  Chairmen  of  Standing  Committees;  the 
creation  of  an  Advisory  Committee  to  the  President;  increasing 
the  number  necessary  for  a  quorum  at  the  Department  Executive 
Committee  meetings;  an  article  dealing  with  subsidiary  groups, 
and  the  manner  in  which  amendments  to  the  Constitution  and 
By-Laws  may  be  made.  Other  than  these  amendments  the  changes 
made  are  merely  in  arrangement  of  the  different  articles  and  sec¬ 
tions  and  perhaps  the  addition  of  a  clause  or  a  sentence  or  the  re¬ 
arrangement  of  words  which  did  not  alter  the  present  meaning.  I 
have  merely  rearranged  the  Unit  Constitution  to  conform  with  the 
order  of  the  Department  Constitution  as  given  in  “Robert’s  Rules 
of  Order,  Revised,”  without  making  any  changes  in  the  text.  From 
the  mimeographed  copies  which  have  been  distributed  to  you  you 
will  be  able  to  see  the  position  of  the  sections  which  have  been 
changed.  I  should  like  to  submit  to  the  Department  Convention 
the  following  rearrangement  of  and  amendments  to  our  Department 
Constitution: 


CONSTITUTION  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
Department  of  North  Carolina 
PREAMBLE 

For  God  and  Country,  we  associate  ourselves  together  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  purposes: 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America;  to  maintain  law  and  order;  to  foster  and  perpetuate  a 
one  hundred  per  cent  Americanism;  to  preserve  the  memories  and 
incidents  of  our  association  during  the  great  war;  to  inculcate  a 
sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the  community,  State  and  Nation; 
to  combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the  classes  and  the  masses;  to 
make  right  the  master  of  might;  to  promote  peace  and  good  will 
on  earth;  to  safeguard  and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of 
justice,  freedom  and  democracj7-;  to  participate  in  and  contribute 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  American 
Legion;  to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our  association  by  our  devotion 
to  mutual  helpfulness. 
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ARTICLE  I 
Name  and  Object 

Section  1.  The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Sec.  2.  The  object  of  this  organization  shall  be  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  in  the  Preamble. 

ARTICLE  II 
Nature 

Section  1.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  shall  be  a  civilian  organization  of  women,  each  member 
of  which  shall  perform  her  full  duty  as  a  citizen  according  to  her 
conscience  and  understanding,  and  according  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Sec.  2.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  shall  be  absolutely  non-political  and  non-sectarian,  and 
shall  not  be  used  for  the  dissemination  of  partisan  principles,  nor 
for  the  promotion  of  any  person  seeking  public  office  or  preferment. 
No  candidate  for  nor  incumbent  of  a  salaried,  elective  public  office 
shall  hold  any  office  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  or  in  any  Unit  thereof. 

ARTICLE  III 
Eligibility 

Section  1.  Membership  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  limited  to  the  mothers,  wives, 
sisters  and  daughters  of  members  of  the  American  Legion;  to  the 
mothers,  wives,  sisters  and  daughters  of  all  men  and  women  who 
were  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States  between 
April  6,  1917,  and  November  11,  1918,  and  died  in  line  of  duty  or 
after  honorable  discharge,  and  to  those  women  who  of  their  own 
right  are  eligible  to  membership  in  the  American  Legion. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  no  form  or  class  of  membership  except  an 
active  membership,  and  dues  shall  be  paid  annually. 

ARTICLE  IV 
Department  Officers 

Section  1.  Officers  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  a  President,  five  Vice-Presidents  who 
shall  serve  without  seniority,  a  Secretary-Treasurer,  a  Chaplain,  a 
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Historian,  and  a  National  Executive  Committeewoman  and  her 
alternate. 

Sec.  2.  All  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer, 
shall  be  elected  annually  on  the  last  day  of  the  Department  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  shall  serve  throughout  the  succeeding  department  year 
or  until  their  successors  are  duly  elected  and  qualified,  with  the 
exception  of  the  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  whose  term 
of  office  is  determined  by  the  National  Constitution. 

Sec.  3.  The  Department  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  be  elected  by 
the  Department  Executive  Committee  upon  the  nomination  of  the 
Department  President,  and  may  be  removed  by  the  Department 
Executive  Committee. 

ARTICLE  V 
Department  Convention 

Section  1.  The  legislative  body  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Department  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  the  Department  Conven¬ 
tion,  which  shall  be  held  annually  at  the  same  time  and  place  as 
the  Convention  of  the  American  Legion,  Department  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Sec.  2.  Representation  in  the  Department  Convention  shall  be  by 
Units.  Each  Unit,  of  whatsoever  size,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  dele¬ 
gate  and  one  alternate.  For  each  fifty  members  or  major  fraction 
thereof,  whose  current  Department  and  National  dues  have  been 
paid  and  received  by  the  Department  Treasurer  fifteen  days  prior 
to  the  date  of  the  Department  Convention,  each  Unit  shall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  two  additional  delegates  and  two  additional  alternates. 

Sec.  3.  Each  member  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee 
shall  be  a  delegate-at-large  to  the  annual  Department  Convention, 
with  vote,  the  same  to  be  exercised  with  the  Unit  to  which  she 
belongs. 

Sec.  4.  Each  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.  The  vote  of 
any  delegate  absent  and  not  represented  by  an  alternate  shall  be 
cast  by  the  majority  of  the  delegates  present  from  her  Unit. 

Sec.  5.  Representation  of  a  majority  of  the  Units  shall  constitute 
a  quorum  for  the  holding  of  a  Department  Convention. 

ARTICLE  VI 

Amendments 

Section  1.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  Department 
Convention  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  total  authorized  repre¬ 
sentation  thereat,  provided  that  the  proposed  amendments  shall 
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have  been  submitted,  through  the  Department  Secretary,  to  the 
several  Units  and  to  the  members  of  the  Department  Executive 
Committee  at  least  two  weeks  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  next 
Department  Convention;  or  it  may  be  amended  by  a  unanimous 
vote  at  any  Convention  without  notice:  Provided  further,  that  all 
proposed  amendments  shall  be  read  at  the  regular  session  of  the 
Convention  preceding  that  at  which  the  vote  is  taken  thereon.  All 
amendments  shall  go  into  effect  immediately  upon  adoption. 

Sec.  2.  This  Constitution  shall  be  automatically  amended  to  con¬ 
form  to  any  amendments  adopted  by  the  National  Constitution. 


BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE  I 
Organization 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
shall  be  divided  into  geographic  Areas,  said  Areas  to  be  composed 
of  districts  coinciding  with  the  districts  as  outlined  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  and  these  districts  in 
turn  shall  be  composed  of  the  duly  constituted  Auxiliary  Units  to 
the  Posts  of  the  American  Legion  within  said  districts. 

ARTICLE  II 

Election  of  Officers,  Committee  women  and  Delegates 

Section  1.  All  nominations  shall  be  made  from  the  floor  and  the 
vote  taken  by  roll  call.  If  there  is  only  one  nominee,  upon  motion 
duly  carried,  the  Secretary  may  cast  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Convention.  No  candidate’s  name  may  be  presented  unless  it  is 
known  that  she  will  serve  if  elected. 

Sec.  2.  One  Vice-President  shall  be  elected  from  each  Area  of  the 
Department,  upon  nomination  by  the  districts  within  each  Area. 

Sec.  3.  At  the  annual  Department  Conventions  the  duly  elected 
and  accredited  delegates  attending  said  conventions  shall  elect  as 
members  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee  persons  repre¬ 
senting  the  various  districts  of  the  Department,  the  office  to  be 
termed  that  of  District  Executive  Committeewoman,  with  one  Com¬ 
mitteewoman  and  her  alternate  for  each  district.  The  Department 
Convention  in  1930  shall  elect  a  District  Executive  Committee- 
woman  and  an  alternate  District  Executive  Committeewoman  for 
each  district,  those  of  odd-numbered  districts  to  serve  for  one  year 
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only  and  those  of  even-numbered  districts  to  serve  for  two  successive 
years.  Thereafter  the  District  Executive  Committeewomen  and  the 
alternate  District  Executive  Committeewomen  of  the  even-numbered 
districts  shall  be  elected  at  the  Department  Conventions  held  in 
even-numbered  years,  and  the  District  Executive  Committeewomen 
and  alternate  District  Executive  Committeewomen  of  the  odd-num¬ 
bered  districts  shall  be  elected  at  the  Department  Conventions  held 
in  odd-numbered  years. 

Sec.  4.  District  Executive  Committeewomen  for  each  district  shall 
be  elected  only  upon  nomination  of  the  Units  within  each  district. 
The  alternate  District  Executive  Committeewomen  shall  be  elected 
in  like  manner. 

Sec.  5.  National  Executive  Committeewoman. — The  National  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committeewoman  and  the  Alternate  National  Committee- 
woman  shall  be  elected  in  like  manner  as  other  Department  officers. 
Their  term  of  office  shall  be  determined  by  the  National  Consti¬ 
tution. 

Sec.  6.  No  one  shall  be  eligible  to  be  elected  National  Executive 
Committeewoman  or  alternate  National  Executive  Committeewoman 
who  has  not  first  served  as  a  Department  officer. 

Sec.  7.  No  officer,  with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  the  Historian,  shall  be  eligible  for  the  same  office  for  more  than 
two  years  consecutively. 

Sec.  8.  Vacancies  of  office  occurring  between  the  Annual  Depart¬ 
ment  Conventions  shall  be  filled  by  the  Department  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Sec.  9.  Delegates  to  National  Convention. — Department  delegates 
to  the  National  Convention  shall  be  elected  by  the  Department 
Convention.  The  National  Constitution  prescribes  that  each  De¬ 
partment  shall  be  entitled  to  five  delegates,  and  to  one  additional 
delegate  for  each  one  thousand  members  or  major  fraction  thereof 
whose  current  dues  have  been  received  by  the  National  Treasurer 
thirty  days  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  said  Convention,  and  to  one 
alternate  for  each  delegate. 

Sec.  10.  The  Department  delegates  to  the  National  Convention 
shall  consist  of  the  Department  President  and  the  National  Execu¬ 
tive  Committeewoman  and  sufficient  other  delegates  to  make  up  the 
representation  as  prescribed  by  the  National  Constitution. 

Sec.  11.  Each  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.  The  vote  of 
any  delegate  absent  and  not  represented  by  an  alternate  shall  be 
cast  by  the  majority  of  the  delegates  present  from  her  Department. 


46 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


ARTICLE  III 

Duties  and  Powers  of  Officers  and  Committeewomen 

Section  1.  Each  officer  of  the  Department  shall  have  all  authority 
for  the  execution  of  all  duties  pertaining  to  her  office,  subject  to  the 
action  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  All  appointed  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  such  power  as  is 
held  by  elected  officers,  including  the  right  to  vote,  but  not  the 
right  to  serve  as  National  Executive  Committeewoman. 

Sec.  3.  Department  President. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  De¬ 
partment  President  to  preside  at  meetings  of  the  Department  in 
Convention  assembled  and  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee; 
to  enforce  strict  observance  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws;  to 
appoint  members  of  constituted  committees  and  create  such  other 
committees  and  appoint  members  thereon  as  she  deems  advisable, 
and  to  appoint  all  officers  not  otherwise  provided  for,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee.  She  shall  be  ex 
officio  member  of  all  committees,  and  shall  perform  such  other 
duties  as  customs  and  parliamentary  usage  require. 

Sec.  4.  Department  Vice-Presidents. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Department  Vice-Presidents  to  act  as  representatives  of  the  De¬ 
partment  President  on  all  matters  referred  to  them  by  her;  and  to 
be  the  advisory  heads  of  their  respective  Areas,  keeping  in  touch 
with  all  Units,  creating  closer  co-operation,  and  keeping  the  Depart¬ 
ment  organization  informed  as  to  Unit  activity  and  progress.  They 
shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  are  usually  incident  to  the  office, 
and  shall  render  such  other  assistance  to  the  Department  President 
as  the  Department  President  shall  deem  necessary. 

Sec.  5.  Department  Secretary. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  De¬ 
partment  Secretary  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  Department  in 
Convention  assembled  and  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee 
meetings,  and  to  keep  all  books  and  records  required  to  success¬ 
fully  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Department.  The  Secretary,  together 
with  the  retiring  President,  shall  arrange,  print,  and  distribute  the 
minutes  of  her  own  Convention,  said  minutes  to  include  the  annual 
reports  of  all  officers,  Committeewomen,  and  chairmen  of  standing 
committees.  All  bids  for  printing  the  minutes  must  be  submitted 
to  the  newly  elected  President,  and  no  contracts  may  be  made  with¬ 
out  her  approval.  The  contract  with  the  printer  must  require  that 
the  minutes  be  ready  for  distribution  by  January  1st. 

Sec.  6.  Department  Treasurer. — The  Department  Treasurer  shall 
be  the  custodian  of  the  funds  of  the  Department  and  shall  account 
for  same.  She  shall  sign  all  checks  in  disbursing  the  funds  of  the 
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organization,  and  shall  make  reports  upon  the  condition  of  the 
Department  Treasury  whenever  they  are  called  for  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  President  or  the  Department  Executive  Committee.  She  shall 
prepare  for  presentation  to  the  Department  Convention  a  detailed 
financial  statement  as  of  date  not  earlier  than  two  weeks  prior  to 
the  Convention,  which  statement  must  be  approved  by  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  at  the  close  of  the  department  year  her  accounts 
shall  be  audited  by  a  public  accountant. 

Sec.  7.  Department  Chaplain. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Chaplain  to  offer  prayer  at  the  opening  of  each  day’s  session 
of  the  Department  Convention  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as 
the  President  may  direct. 

Sec.  8.  Department  Histo?'ian. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Historian  to  prepare  for  posterity  the  records  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Convention. 

Sec.  9.  S erg eant-at- Arms. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Department 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  preserve  order  at  the  meetings  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Conventions  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  Department  President. 

Sec.  10.  National  Executive  C ommitteeiuoman. — It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  National  Executive  Committeewoman  to  represent  the 
Department  on  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  11.  Disty'ict  Executive  Committeewomen. — It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  each  District  Executive  Committeewoman  to  call  district 
meetings,  help  organize  new  Units  in  her  district,  and  in  every  way 
promote  interest  in  the  work  of  the  district. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Department  Executive  Committee 

Section  1.  Between  Department  Conventions  the  administrative 
power  shall  be  vested  in  the  Department  Executive  Committee, 
which  shall  be  composed  of  the  Department  officers,  an  Executive 
Committeewoman  and  her  alternate  from  each  of  the  districts  as 
outlined  by  this  Department  of  the  American  Legion,  all  Past  De¬ 
partment  Presidents  in  good  standing  in  their  local  Units,  and  such 
other  members  as  are  provided  for  in  Sections  2  and  3  hereafter 
following. 

Sec.  2.  The  Department  Secretary  shall  be  a  member  of  the  De¬ 
partment  Executive  Committee,  with  vote. 

Sec.  3.  Chairmen  of  all  standing  committees  shall  be  members  of 
the  Department  Executive  Committee,  with  vote. 
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Sec.  4.  Meetings. — The  Department  Executive  Committee  shall 
meet  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  adjournment  of  the  De¬ 
partment  Convention,  in  the  convention  city,  and  shall  also  meet 
immediately  preceding  the  holding  of  the  succeeding  Department 
Convention,  in  the  convention  city.  Special  meetings  may  be  held, 
upon  reasonable  notice,  at  the  call  of  the  Department  President. 

Sec.  5.  The  Department  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the 
power  and  authority  in  case  of  an  emergency  to  call  a  Department 
Convention,  provided  that  notice  of  at  least  thirty  days  prior 
thereto  shall  be  given  all  Units  thereof  and  the  reason  stated  for 
calling  such  Convention.  Place  of  meeting  upon  such  occasion  shall 
be  designated  by  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  6.  The  Department  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  sub-committees  to  act  on  matters  delegated  to  it. 

Sec.  7.  Meetings  of  standing  committees  shall  be  arranged  to 
conform  with  the  meetings  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  8.  Fifteen  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Executive  Committee. 


ARTICLE  V 
Committees 

Section  1.  The  Department  President  shall  name  such  committees 
as  she  shall  deem  advisable,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  De¬ 
partment  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  The  Advisory  Committee. — The  five  Vice-Presidents  shall 
constitute  an  Advisory  Committee,  with  power  to  act  in  an  advisory 
capacity,  when  called  in  an  emergency  by  the  Department  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Sec.  3.  Standing  Committees  which  shall  be  formed,  and  which 
shall  function  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  National 
organization,  are:  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare,  Education  of  War 
Orphans,  Americanism,  Poppy,  Legislative,  Membership,  Constitu¬ 
tion,  Memorials,  Trophies  and  Awards,  Fidac,  Music,  and  Finance. 

Sec.  4.  Special  committees  may  be  formed  by  the  Department 
Executive  Committee  as  the  work  of  the  Department  requires. 

Sec.  5.  Finance  Committee. — The  Department  President  shall  ap¬ 
point  a  Department  Finance  Committee  composed  of  three  members, 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 
Of  the  three  members  first  appointed,  one  shall  serve  for  one  year, 
one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  three  years.  Thereafter  each  suc¬ 
ceeding  member  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Department  President, 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee, 
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to  serve  for  the  full  three-year  term.  In  case  of  the  resignation  or 
death  of  any  member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  the  Department 
President  shall  appoint  a  member  to  fill  the  unexpired  term,  subject 
to  the  ratification  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee.  The 
Finance  Committee  shall  meet  prior  to  the  meetings  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Executive  Committee  or  at  the  call  of  the  Department  Presi¬ 
dent.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  oversee  the  financial  policy  of 
the  organization,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee.  It  shall  be  charged  with  the  preparation  of  the 
yearly  budget  and  shall  supervise  the  expenditure  of  funds  under 
that  budget. 

Sec.  6.  A  Committee  on  Credentials  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Department  President  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  Convention. 
This  committee  shall  consist  of  five  members  chosen  from  the  De¬ 
partment,  and  the  Department  Secretary  shall  furnish  them  with  a 
certified  copy  of  the  list  of  such  delegates  as  are  entitled  to  attend 
the  Convention,  and  said  committee  shall  prepare  a  report  to  be 
given  at  the  time  specified  in  the  order  of  business. 

Sec.  7.  A  Committee  on  Resolutions  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Department  President  not  less  than  ten  days  prior  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  consisting  of  five  members  chosen  from  the  elected  delegates, 
and  all  resolutions  shall  be  presented  to  said  committee  for  its  con¬ 
sideration.  No  resolution  presented  by  an  individual  member  shall 
be  considered  by  said  committee  unless  approved  by  the  Unit  of 
which  she  is  a  member. 

ARTICLE  VI 
Unit  Organization 

Section  1.  The  smallest  administrative  body  of  the  Department 
shall  be  termed  “The  Unit,”  which  shall  have  a  minimum  member¬ 
ship  of  ten. 

Sec.  2.  Units  shall  be  chartered  by  the  National  President  and 
National  Secretary  upon  receipt  of  the  charter  application  properly 
executed  and  accompanied  by  the  per  capita  dues  and  individual 
membership  record  forms.  Applications  for  Unit  Charters  shall  be 
signed  by  the  Commander  and  the  Adjutant  of  the  American  Legion 
Post  to  which  the  Unit  is  attached,  and  said  Charter  shall  be  closed 
thirty  days  after  same  has  been  signed  by  the  Commander  of  the 
American  Legion  Post. 

Sec.  3.  Units  shall  be  given  the  name  and  number  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Post  to  which  they  are  attached. 

Sec.  4.  The  officers  of  the  Unit  shall  be  a  President,  one  or  more 
Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  a  Chaplain  and  a  His¬ 
torian,  with  such  other  officers  and  committees  as  may  be  authorized 
by  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 
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Sec.  5.  The  Unit  officers  and  chairmen  of  standing  committees 
shall  constitute  the  Unit  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  6.  The  annual  dues  of  a  Unit  shall  be  determined  by  the  said 
Unit.  The  dues  shall  include  Department  and  National  dues. 

Sec.  7.  Each  Unit  shall  be  required  to  make  a  complete  report  to 
Department  Headquarters  at  the  end  of  each  month,  and  shall  re¬ 
mit,  with  said  report,  all  Department  and  National  dues  collected 
and  unreported. 

Sec.  8.  Any  Unit  of  this  Department  shall,  after  notification,  have 
full  authority  and  power  to  drop  from  the  membership  roll  the  name 
of  any  member  who  has  not  paid  the  current  annual  dues  by  the 
first  of  April. 

Sec.  9.  No  person  may,  at  any  time,  be  a  member  of  more  than 
one  unit. 

Sec.  10.  Any  member  in  good  standing  in  a  Unit  who  removes 
from  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  shall  be  entitled  to  a  trans¬ 
fer  certificate  from  said  Unit,  stating  her  membership  and  duration 
thereof. 

Sec.  11.  Any  member  in  good  standing  holding  a  transfer  certifi¬ 
cate  may,  within  that  fiscal  year,  make  application  to  another  Unit 
for  membership.  Transfers  of  membership  from  one  Unit  to  an¬ 
other  in  the  Department  shall  be  upon  application  of  the  member  to 
and  acceptance  by  the  other  Unit.  No  dues  shall  be  transferred, 
and  a  member  transferring  shall  be  entitled  to  voting  membership 
in  the  Unit  to  which  she  transfers  until  the  expiration  of  her  paid- 
up  dues. 

Sec.  12.  The  National  Executive  Committee  may  suspend  or  re¬ 
voke  the  charter  of  a  Unit  which  violates  the  National  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  or  any  specific  action  of  the  National  Convention  or 
the  National  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  13.  When  a  Unit  ceases  to  function,  or  has  its  charter  re¬ 
voked  or  canceled,  the  charter  and  all  Unit  records  and  funds  shall 
be  immediately  forwarded  to  Department  Headquarters. 

ARTICLE  VII 
Finance 

Section  1.  The  revenue  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  derived  from  the  annual  mem¬ 
bership  dues,  and  from  such  other  sources  as  may  be  determined  by 
the  Department  in  convention  assembled,  or  by  the  Department  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee. 
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Sec.  2.  Annual  dues  shall  be  payable  October  20th  of  each  year. 

Sec.  3.  The  annual  dues  shall  be  collected  by  each  Unit,  and  said 
Unit  shall  in  turn  remit  to  the  Department  Secretary-Treasurer  the 
sum  of  the  Department  and  National  dues,  the  amount  of  the  De¬ 
partment  dues  being  fifty  cents  (50c)  per  member  per  annum,  and 
the  amount  of  the  National  dues  being  twenty-five  cents  (25c)  per 
member  per  annum. 

Sec.  4.  The  annual  National  dues  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Treasurer  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  National 
Constitution. 

Sec.  5.  All  officers  of  this  Department,  or  of  any  Unit  thereof, 
holding  funds  of  the  organization  shall  be  required  to  give  bond. 

Sec.  6.  The  Department  Secretary-Treasurer  is  the  only  officer  of 
the  organization  authorized  to  receive  compensation  for  her  services, 
and  she  shall  not  have  a  vote  in  the  consideration  of  this  matter. 

ARTICLE  VIII 
Discipline 

Section  1.  The  Department  Executive  Committee,  after  a  hearing, 
may  order  the  suspension  of  a  charter  for  a  period  not  to  extend 
beyond  the  closing  of  the  next  succeeding  Department  convention, 
as  a  disciplinary  measure,  or  pending  action  relative  to  final  revo¬ 
cation.  A  cancellation  shall  be  in  order  where  two  or  more  Units 
merge,  where  a  Unit  voluntarily  ceases  to  function,  or  under  such 
other  conditions  as  might  make  such  action  necessary  within  a 
Department. 

Sec.  2.  Any  Unit  failing  to  meet  the  obligations  imposed  upon  it 
by  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  or  by  rulings  of  the  Convention  or 
Executive  Committee,  or  ceasing  to  function  from  one  Department 
Convention  to  the  next  as  an  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Unit,  or 
refusing  to  pay  the  per  capita  tax  due  Department  and  National 
organizations,  shall,  upon  order  of  the  Department  President,  sur¬ 
render  its  charter.  Upon  failure  to  surrender  such  charter,  immedi¬ 
ate  steps  may  be  taken  for  its  revocation. 

Sec.  3.  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Units  suffering  the  revocation 
of  their  charters  may  make  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  De¬ 
partment  President  and  the  Department  Executive  Committee  to 
the  National  Executive  Committee. 


52 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


ARTICLE  IX 
Subsidiary  Groups 

Section  1.  A  subsidiary  group,  whose  object  is  to  promote  the 
aims  and  advance  the  interests  of  the  American  Legion  and  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  may  not  be  organized  until  full  consent 
has  been  obtained  from  the  Unit,  District,  and  Department  of  which 
such  group  desires  to  be  a  part. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  not  be  permissible  for  a  subsidiary  group,  such  as 
a  drill  team,  glee  club,  etc.,  to  continue  in  existence  if  the  parent 
body  to  which  it  is  attached  has  voted  that  it  be  disbanded. 

Sec.  3.  If  members  of  a  subsidiary  group  refuse  to  recognize  the 
action  for  dissolution,  officers  of  the  parent  body  may  bring  charges 
against  them  to  suspend  or  expel  them  for  disloyalty. 

Sec.  4.  In  seeking  the  suspension  or  expulsion  of  a  member  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  for  any 
cause  whatsoever,  “Practice  and  Procedure,”  as  prepared  by  the 
National  Judge  Advocate  and  presented  to  the  1930  National  Con¬ 
vention  (Boston),  must  be  followed. 

ARTICLE  X 
Order  of  Business 

Section  1.  The  order  of  business  at  the  Annual  Convention  shall 
be  reciprocal  with  the  program  of  the  American  Legion,  and  shall 
include: 

Call  to  order  by  the  President. 

Invocation. 

Salute  to  the  flag. 

Reading  of  the  Preamble. 

Call  for  Convention. 

Report  of  the  Credentials  Committee. 

Roll  call. 

Appointment  of  committees. 

Report  of  officers. 

Report  of  committees. 

New  business. 

Election  of  officers. 

Report  of  resolutions  committee. 

Adjournment. 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


53 


ARTICLE  XI 
Parliamentary  Authority 

The  Department  organization  shall  be  governed  by  “Robert’s  Rules 
of  Order,  Revised,”  in  all  points  not  covered  by  this  Constitution 
and  By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  XII 
Fiscal  Year 

The  fiscal  year  of  this  Department  shall  be  from  January  1st  to 
December  31st,  inclusive,  of  each  year. 

ARTICLE  XIII 
Amendments 

Section  1.  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  at  any  Department 
Convention  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  total  authorized  repre¬ 
sentation  thereat;  Provided,  that  the  proposed  amendments  shall 
have  been  submitted,  through  the  Department  Secretary,  to  the 
several  Units  and  to  the  members  of  the  Department  Executive 
Committee  at  least  two  weeks  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  next 
Department  Convention,  or  they  may  be  amended  by  a  unanimous 
vote  at  any  convention  without  notice:  Provided  further,  that  all 
proposed  amendments  shall  be  read  at  the  regular  session  of  the 
Convention  preceding  that  at  which  the  vote  is  taken  thereon.  All 
amendments  shall  go  into  effect  immediately  upon  adoption. 

Sec.  2.  These  By-Laws  shall  be  automatically  amended  to  conform 
to  any  amendments  adopted  by  the  National  Constitution. 

Mrs.  Perry  announced  that  this  Constitution  would  he 
read  again  on  Tuesday  and  voted  upon  at  that  time. 
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UNIT  CONSTITUTION 

PREAMBLE 
(No  change) 

ARTICLE  I 

“Name”  Changed  to  “Name  and  Object” 

Section  1.  Same. 

Sec.  2.  Section  1  of  Article  III. 

ARTICLE  II 
Nature 

Same,  adding  at  end  of  sentence  the  words  “according  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America.” 

ARTICLE  III 
Eligibility 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  IV. 

Sec.  2.  Section  2  of  Article  IV. 

ARTICLE  IV 
Unit  Officers 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  VII. 

Sec.  2.  Section  2  of  Article  VI  of  By-Laws  (first  two  sentences). 

ARTICLE  V 
Meetings 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  IV  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  2.  Section  2  of  Article  IV  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  3.  Section  3  of  Article  IV  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  4.  Section  4  of  Article  IV  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  5.  Section  5  of  Article  IV  of  By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  VI 

Amendments 

Section  1.  Same  as  Section  1  of  Article  VI  of  Department  Con¬ 
stitution. 

Sec.  2.  Same  as  Section  2  of  Article  VI  of  Department  Consti¬ 
tution. 
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BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE  I 
Powers 

Section  1  of  Article  V  of  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  II 
Membership 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  V  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  2.  Section  2  of  Article  V  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  3.  Section  3  of  Article  V  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  4.  Section  4  of  Article  V  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  5.  Section  5  of  Article  V  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  6.  Section  6  of  Article  V  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  7.  Section  7  of  Article  V  of  By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  III 

Transfers 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  VII  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  2.  Section  2  of  Article  VII  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  3.  Section  3  of  Article  VII  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  4.  Section  4  of  Article  VII  of  By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Dues 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  X  of  Constitution. 

Sec.  2.  Section  1  of  Article  III  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  3.  Section  2  of  Article  III  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  4.  Section  3  of  Article  III  of  By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  V 
Elections 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  VI  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  2.  Section  2  of  Article  VI  of  By-Laws,  beginning  with  third 
sentence. 

Sec.  3.  Section  3  of  Article  VI  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  4.  Section  4  of  Article  VI  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  5.  Section  5  of  Article  VI  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  6.  Section  6  of  Article  VI  of  By-Laws. 
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ARTICLE  VI 

Duties  and  Powers  of  Officers 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  II  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  2.  Section  2  of  Article  II  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  3.  Section  3  of  Article  II  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  4.  Section  4  of  Article  II  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  5.  Section  5  of  Article  II  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  6.  Section  6  of  Article  II  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  7.  Section  7  of  Article  II  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  8.  Section  8  of  Article  II  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  9.  Section  9  of  Article  II  of  By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  VII 

Unit  Executive  Committee 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  VI  of  Constitution. 

Sec.  2.  Section  1  of  Article  I  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  3.  Section  2  of  Article  I  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  4.  Section  3  of  Article  I  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  5.  Section  4  of  Article  I  of  By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  VIII 

Committees 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  IX  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  2.  Section  2  of  Article  IX  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  3.  Section  3  of  Article  IX  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  4.  Section  4  of  Article  IX  of  By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  IX 
Discipline 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  VIII  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  2.  Section  4  of  Article  IX  of  Dept.  Con.  (ending  with  “any 
officer  removed  from  office”). 

Sec.  3.  Section  2  of  Article  VIII  of  By-Laws. 

Sec.  4.  Section  3  of  Article  VIII  of  By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  X 


Same. 


Notices 


FIDAC  PAGEANT  GIVEN  AT  THE  FOURTH  AREA  CONFERENCE  HELD  IN  MOORESVILLE 
Directed  by  Mrs.  Lee  P.  Feaxs,  Department  Fidac  Chairman  of  Hickory,  N.  C. 
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ARTICLE  XI 

Fiscal  Year 

Section  1  of  Article  VIII  of  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  XII 
Parliamentary  Authority 

Section  1  of  Article  IX  of  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  XIII 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Article  VI  of  Department  Constitution. 

Sec.  2.  Section  2  of  Article  VI  of  Department  Constitution. 

Mrs.  Perry  recognized  Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick,  second  Vice- 
President. 

Mrs.  Warlick:  We  of  the  North  Carolina  Convention 
are  highly  honored  for  having  a  member  of  the  National  or¬ 
ganization  here  with  ns.  I  have  been  asked  to  present  to  you 
Mrs.  Waldrop,  as  a  token  of  our  love  and  esteem,  this  gift 
from  the  Twelfth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina.  We  hope 
that  your  coming  has  been  as  profitable  to  you  as  it  has  been 
to  us. 

Mrs.  Waldrop  :  I  shall  always  keep  this  gift  and  remem¬ 
ber  you  for  the  splendid  work  you  have  done  during  my 
administration  as  Vice-President  of  the  Southern  Division. 
I  thank  you  very  much. 

The  Fidac  Pageant  was  presented  by  members  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  directed  by  Mrs.  Lee  P.  Frans, 
Department  Fidac  Chairman. 

This  pageant  received  much  commendation,  and  Mrs. 
Frans  was  highly  complimented  on  her  work. 

Mrs.  Perry:  I  am  happy  to  recognize  our  District  Com- 
mitteewomen  at  this  time — Mrs.  W.  B.  Rodman,  Second  Dis¬ 
trict;  Mrs.  M.  G.  Piland,  Seventh  District;  Mrs.  Wade  H. 
Jones,  Ninth  District;  Mrs.  Carl  Fitchett,  Tenth  District; 
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Mrs.  J.  K.  Iseley,  Eleventh  District;  Mrs.  George  Burk- 
head,  Twelfth  District;  Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew,  Sixteenth  Dis¬ 
trict;  Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick,  Eighteenth  District,  and  Mrs. 
C.  B.  Edwards,  Nineteenth  District.  The  District  reports 
are  recorded  in  the  back  of  book. 

Mrs.  Perry:  I  am  also  happy  to  call  to  your  attention  the 
work  of  the  Junior  Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary  which  has  been  outstanding  this  year,  and  we  feel  very 
proud  of  their  work  and  the  members  that  we  have  with  us 
today:  Miss  Clarice  Scruggs,  President  of  the  Oteen  Unit; 
Miss  Mary  Helen  Rodman,  Washington;  Miss  Bobbie  Tur¬ 
ner,  Statesville,  and  Miss  Marguerite  Mann,  High  Point. 

Miss  Scruggs  has  an  announcement  she  wishes  to  make. 

Miss  Scruggs  :  I  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Perry  for  having  me 
as  one  of  her  pages  for  the  Convention.  I  have  thoroughly 
enjoyed  being  with  you  and  serving  as  a  Page.  I  wish  to 
extend  to  all  a  cordial  invitation  to  go  out  to  Oteen  Tuesday 
afternoon  at  5  o’clock  to  the  Clinic.  The  Juniors  have  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  you  and  will  he  disappointed  if  you  do  not 
come.  We  will  also  expect  you  to  come  to  the  tea  at  the  Red 
Cross  building. 

The  other  Juniors  responded  with  a  few  appropriate 
words. 

Mrs.  Perry:  It  is  my  delight  to  present  to  you  at  this 
time  our  Past  Department  Presidents :  Miss  Annie  Lee,  Mrs. 
R.  J.  Miller,  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley,  and  Mrs.  R.  S.  Mc- 
Geachy.  We  have  received  a  telegram  from  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Burt,  expressing  regret  that  she  would  not  be  with  us  at  this 
time,  and  I  am  sure  that  we  in  the  convention  assembled  miss 
her  very  much  indeed.  We  also  have  a  telegram  from  Mrs. 
Vass.  This  is  the  first  Convention  she  has  not  attended  and 
we  miss  her.  Also  one  from  Mrs.  Lowe,  sending  greetings. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  will  now  have  the  Secretary’s  and 
Treasurer’s  report,  Miss  Arelia  Adams: 
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SECRETARY’S  REPORT— JULY  6,  1932 

Madam  President ,  Distinguished  Guests,  and  My  Coworkers  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

At  the  February  29th  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board,  held  at 
the  Robert  E.  Lee  Hotel,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.,  the  appointment  of 
your  Secretary  and  Treasurer  was  ratified,  and  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  bring  to  you  this  report  of  Department  records  at  this 
time  when  all  are  interested  in  yearly  reports.  However,  much  we 
have  heard  “hard  times”  talked  and  though  possibly  we  have  not 
come  up  with  everything  as  we  had  hoped  we  might,  still  our  records 
are  not  such  that  we  are  ashamed  of  them.  In  fact,  I  think  we  have 
records  of  which  to  be  proud. 

The  Area  Chairmen  and  District  Committeewomen  have  shown 
by  their  co-operation  with  the  program  of  the  Auxiliary  their  love 
and  have  given  untiring  service.  The  earnest  efforts  of  each  Unit 
President  and  each  officer  to  reach  the  membership  quota  are  very 
commendable,  and  although  we  have  not  yet  reached  our  full  quota, 
we  are  ever  mindful  and  appreciative  of  your  efforts.  I  have  tried 
to  keep  before  you  the  Department’s  aim  of  6,744  members  for  the 
year  1932  by  giving  you  the  membership  standings  of  your  Units. 
Bulletins  from  the  chairmen  of  the  standing  committees  have  been 
mimeographed  and  mailed  out  from  the  Department  office  to  Unit 
Presidents,  District  Committeewomen,  Past  Department  Presidents 
and  officers.  It  is  impossible  for  our  Department  President  to  per¬ 
sonally  contact  each  Unit  every  month;  therefore  it  is  necessary 
that  these  bulletins  go  to  you  in  order  to  give  you  the  Department 
program.  Since  these  are  your  sources  of  information,  I  suggest 
that  you  be  very  careful  to  read  them  and  thereby  receive  your 
part  of  instructions  and  information.  Your  co-operation  in  fur¬ 
nishing  the  Department  with  changes  in  presidents  and  other  officers 
who  are  on  the  mailing  lists  is  appreciated. 

Material  for  the  Units,  including  Handbooks,  Flag  Codes,  copies 
of  the  Constitution  and  Manual  of  Ceremonies  was  sent  to  the  Unit 
Presidents  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  since  that  time  remit¬ 
tance  sheets,  application  blanks,  transfer  blanks  and  membership 
cards  have  been  sent  upon  request  by  the  Units.  Stationery  has 
been  supplied  the  chairmen  of  standing  committees,  District  Com¬ 
mitteewomen  and  officers.  I  have  mailed  checks  to  the  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Chairmen,  to  Legion  headquarters  for  the  Legion  and  Aux¬ 
iliary  Nurse,  and  to  Mrs.  J.  S.  C'laverie,  Hospital  Chairman  and 
Service  Worker,  when  instructed  to  do  so. 
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We  have  handled  in  the  Department  this  year  approximately 
140,000  poppies,  and  we  also  remailed  the  following  material: 


Auto  stickers  .  100 

Window  cards  . . . .  68 

Poppy  booklets  .  5 

Mats  .  7 

Stamp  stickers  .  500 

Windshield  stickers  . 129 


We  have  received  and  sent  approximately  the  following  number 
of  letters,  telegrams,  telephone  calls  and  bulletins  since  October 


20,  1931: 

Letters  written  .  7,089 

Letters  received  . 5,242 

Telegrams  sent  .  103 

Telegrams  received  . 84 

Incoming  telephone  calls .  70 

Outgoing  telephone  calls .  100 

Bulletins  sent  . 11,165 


We  have  tried  at  all  times  to  be  prompt  in  answering  all  mail 
and  trust  that  you  have  not  been  inconvenienced  by  a  delay  in  cor¬ 
respondence. 

We  think  our  financial  condition  is  excellent  considering  the 
financial  strain  of  all  Units.  We  have  disbursed  for  Central  Fund, 
$1,980.45;  State  Rehabilitation,  $609.44;  Child  Welfare  work, 
$1,747.33,  and  Service  Worker,  $900.  Due  to  the  unusual  economic 
conditions  and  also  to  the  fact  that  the  Convention  assembled  a  bit 
earlier  this  year  there  are  several  Units  that  have  not  contributed 
to  Department  Child  Welfare,  Department  Rehabilitation,  Central 
Fund,  and  have  not  paid  their  Service  Worker’s,  National  Rehabili¬ 
tation  and  District  Committeewoman’s  assessments,  but  we  believe 
many  of  them  will  come  to  the  front  before  the  year  closes.  The 
following  Units  have  not  responded  in  any  way  toward  the  Depart¬ 
ment  program:  Bakersville,  Bryson  City,  Carthage,  Elizabethtown, 
and  Southport.  These  Units  we  realize  are  young  in  the  work,  but 
we  do  hope  they  will  soon  be  able  to  contribute  to  the  Auxiliary’s 
program.  The  following  Units  have  reached  their  1931  membership 
and  have  contributed  to  all  of  the  funds  required  by  the  Department, 
therefore  are  entitled  to  a  Department  Citation: 
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Asheville 

Belmont 

Black  Mountain 

Chapel  Hill 

Columbia 

Edenton 

Farmville 

Fayetteville 


Franklinton 

Hickory 

Kings  Mountain 

Monroe 

Mooresville 

Newton 

Sanford 

Southern  Pines 


Burlington 

China  Grove 

Concord 

Davidson 

Greensboro 

Lincolnton 

Burgaw 


We  have  this  year  added  three  new  Units  to  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  bringing  the  total  number  of  active  Units  to  one 
hundred  and  three.  I  make  special  mention  of  the  Thomasville 
Unit  which  was  organized  with  a  charter  membership  of  57  and 
all  details  of  the  application  was  right  in  every  respect.  The 
women  at  Lillington,  North  Carolina,  have  sent  in  dues  for  twenty- 
one  memberships,  but  for  some  reason  this  application  has  not  been 
completed. 

As  per  the  audit  of  July  6,  $866.43  was  realized  from  the  sale  of 
poppies  and  approximately  $75  is  due  this  fund  as  six  Units  have 
not  paid  for  the  poppies.  Four  Batchelor  Posts  sold  poppies  and 
have  paid  for  same  and  some  of  them  have  contributed  to  our  De¬ 
partment  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation, 
tor’s  report: 

The  following  are  the  balances  as  of  July  6,  1932,  as  per  the  Audi- 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 
Summary  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
October  1,  1931,  to  July  6,  1932 

Receipts  Disbursements 


Balance 

For 

For 

10-1-31 

Period 

Period 

Balance 

General  Fund  . . 

. $1,533.83 

$4,216.12 

$2,448.41 

$3,301.54 

Oteen  Nurse  and  Central 

Fund  . 

.  263.69 

1,209.79 

1,747.33 

*273.85 

State  Rehabilitation  . 

.  572.23 

479.96 

609.44 

442.75 

Central  Fund  . 

.  401.61 

1,796.21 

1,980.45 

217.37 

Service  Worker  . 

.  208.13 

1,112.15 

906.20 

414.08 

National  Dues  . 

.  *15.88 

1,413.50 

1,369.50 

28.12 

National  Rehabilitation 

Tax . 

533.20 

629.50 

*96.30 

Educational  Loan  Fund 

.  103.00 

282.72 

385.72 

Charters,  Booklets,  etc. 

.  58.83 

15.90 

16.15 

58.58 

Emereencv  Fund 

258.72 

258.72 

Poppy  Fund  . 

2,821.55 

1,955.12 

866.43 

F.  I.  D.  A.  C . 

24.50 

24.50 

Totals  . $3,384.16  $13,905.60  $11,662.10  $5,627.66 


*  Shows  deficit. 
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Cash  on  Deposit  July  6,  1932 
Depository 

First  Citizens  Bank  &  Trust  Co., 


Franklinton,  N.  C.: 


Amount 

Total 

Checking  Account  . . 

.$2,662.59 

Savings  Account  . 

32.03 

$2,694.62 

Planters  National  Bank  &  Trust  Co., 

Rocky  Mount,  N.  C.: 

Poppy  Account  . 

.$1,348.34 

Regular  Account  . 

159.68 

$1,508.02 

First  National  Bank,  Louisburg,  N. 

C.  (Closed) 

1,425.02 

Total . 

$5,627.66 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Comparison  of  Budget  and  Expenditures 

October  1,  1931,  to  July  6,  1932 

Over 

Expendi- 

Under 

Budget 

tures 

Budget 

General  Fund: 

Travel  Expenses  . 

...$  800.00 

$  588.80 

$  211.20 

Secretary’s  Salary  . 

...  1,200.00 

810.00 

390.00 

Committwoman’s  Expense  . 

...  137.40 

137.40 

Postage  . 

...  250.00 

199.57 

50.43 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  . 

...  200.00 

183.96 

16.04 

Stationery  and  Office  Supplies  . 

...  275.00 

228.09 

46.91 

National  Defense  . 

...  150.00 

150.00 

Audit  . 

50.00 

50.00 

Printing  Minutes  1932  . 

...  300.00 

300.00 

Miscellaneous  . 

...  300.00 

211.99 

88.01 

Specials  . 

40.00 

*40.00 

Pershing  Hall  . 

36.00 

*36.00 

Totals  General  Fund  . 

...$3,662.40 

$2,448.41 

$1,213.99 

*Over  budget. 
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Other  Funds: 

National  Rehabilitation  . 

Service  Worker  . 

State  Rehabilitation  . 

National  Child  Welfare  . 

Clinic  and  Child  Welfare  .... 
National  Rehabilitation  Tax 

Total  Other  Funds . 


$  75.00  $ .  $  75.00 

1,200.00  906.20  293.80 

1,500.00  609.44  890.56 

50.00  .  50.00 

.  3,000.00  1,747.33  1,252.67 

624.50  629.50  *5.00 


$6,449.50  $3,892.47  $2,557.03 


*  Over  Budget. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  Department  Headquarters  to  give 
service  to  the  entire  organization.  We  are  indeed  grateful  to  Com¬ 
mander  Bourne  and  Adjutant  Caldwell  for  their  interest  and  help 
in  the  Auxiliary’s  program. 

To  our  area  Chairmen  and  District  Committeewomen  we  render 
due  credit  for  their  loyalty  as  leaders  of  their  Units. 

Our  Department  Chairmen  have  worked  diligently  to  further  the 
great  cause  of  the  Auxiliary. 

Under  the  splendid  leadership  of  our  Department  President, 
Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  the  Auxiliary  program  has  progressed  won¬ 
derfully.  It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  me  to  work  with  her  and 
with  our  other  Department  officers  in  carrying  on  this  great  work. 

It  is  with  sincere  appreciation  to  the  entire  membership  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  for  the  fine  spirit  of  cooperation  shown 
your  Secretary  that  this  report  is  submitted. 

Respectfully, 

(Miss)  Arelia  Adams, 
Department  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Miss  Adams  moved  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  Keport 
accepted. 

Mrs  .  Waldrop  :  I  have  had  a  most  pleasant  time  and  have 
enjoyed  the  Convention  thoroughly.  I  want  to  remind  you 
of  your  membership  and  urge  you  to  send  all  of  the  members 
that  you  possibly  can  send  in  between  now  and  the  end  of 
the  year.  I  shall  be  watching  your  membership  grow,  and 
again  I  want  to  express  to  you  how  very  much  I  have  enjoyed 
meeting  with  you  in  this  Convention. 

After  the  retirement  of  the  colors  the  meeting  adjourned 
to  meet  on  Tuesday  morning,  July  19tli,  at  8:30. 
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TUESDAY  MOUSING,  JULY  19,  1932 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell, 
First  Vice  President.  The  colors  were  advanced  by  the 
pages,  after  which  Mrs.  John  D.  Langston,  Department 
Chaplain,  gave  the  invocation.  Mrs.  Joseph  Bradberry  led 
the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag.  The  audience  then 
joined  in  singing  “America.” 

Corsages  were  presented  to  the  officers  by  the  Asheville 
Unit  and  acknowledged  appropriately. 

Mrs.  Perry,  presiding:  We  will  have  some  special  music 
at  this  time.  Little  Miss  Jo  Denardo  will  entertain  us  with 
a  violin  and  also  a  piano  selection. 

Special  selections. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  thank  you  little  lady  for  your  lovely 
music.  It  had  indeed  been  a  treat  to  us  to  hear  you  play. 
Mrs.  P.  C.  Powell,  the  Credentials  Chairman,  will  now  make 
her  report,  please. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell 


Unit 

No.  Votes 

Allowed 

No.  Delegates 
Registered 

No. 

Alternates 

Asheboro  . 

.  4 

1 

.... 

Asheville  . 

.  8 

8 

.... 

Belmont  . 

.  3 

2 

1 

Burlington  . 

.  5 

3 

•••• 

Black  Mountain  . 

.  3 

3 

.... 

Burnsville  . 

.  1 

1 

Concord  . 

.  5 

2 

China  Grove  . 

.  3 

2 

2 

Canton  . 

.  1 

1 

1 

Chapel  Hill  . 

.  3 

1 

2 

Charlotte  . 

.  13 

10 

I 

Durham  . 

.  5 

5 

•  ••• 

Davidson  (Huntersville)  ..... 

.  3 

1 
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REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE— Continued 

No.  Votes  No.  Delegates  No. 


Unit 

Dunn  . 

Allowed 

.  4 

Registered 

2 

Alternates 

Edenton  . 

.  3 

1 

.... 

Fayetteville  . 

.  5 

2 

.... 

Fremont  . 

.  1 

1 

.... 

Greensboro  . 

.  8 

2 

1 

Greenville  . 

.  4 

1 

.... 

Gastonia  . 

.  5 

4 

1 

Goldsboro  . 

.  5 

3 

1 

Hickory  . 

.  5 

4 

2 

Henderson  . 

.  6 

5 

1 

Hamlet  . 

.  3 

2 

.... 

High  Point  . 

.  5 

5 

5 

Hendersonville  . 

.  3 

2 

3 

Kannapolis  . 

.  3 

2 

.... 

Kings  Mountain  . 

.  3 

1 

.... 

Lexington  . 

.  6 

1 

1 

Lincolnton  . 

.  3 

1 

1 

Louisburg  . 

.  5 

1 

.... 

Lenoir  . 

.  3 

3 

.... 

Marion  . 

.  3 

1 

1 

Monroe  . 

.  6 

4 

1 

Mooresville  . 

.  5 

3 

2 

Morganton  . 

.  3 

9 

Jmd 

2 

Morebead  City  . 

.  3 

1 

.... 

Newton  . 

.  6 

6 

.... 

New  Bern  . 

.  3 

1 

1 

North  Wilkesboro  .. 

.  5 

3 

.... 

Oteen  . 

.  5 

5 

.... 

Raleigh  . 

.  14 

13 

.... 

Rutherfordton  . 

.  3 

2 

** 

.... 

Shelby  . 

.  5 

2 

.... 

Statesville  . 

.  8 

6 

1 

Siler  City  . 

.  2 

---- 

2 

Southern  Pines  . 

.  3 

2 

.... 

Salisbury  . 

.  6 

3 

3 

Sanford  . 

.  3 

2 

1 

Taylorsville  . 

.  3 

1 

1 

Troy  . 

.  3 

1 

.... 

Tarboro  . 

.  3 

3 

.... 

Thomasville  . 

.  3 

1 

2 

Waynesville  . 

.  3 

1 

1 

Washington  . 

.  5 

2 

1 
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REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE— Continued 

No.  Votes  No.  Delegates  No. 


Unit  Allowed  Registered  Alternates 

Whiteville  .  4  11 

Wilmington  .  5  4 

Wake  Forest  .  1  1 

Winston  Salem  .  11  1 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Pressly. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Bowman. 

Mrs.  Floyd  Chadwick. 

Miss  Arelia  Adams. 

Mrs.  Powell  :  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report.  Re¬ 
port  accepted. 

Greetings  were  read  by  the  Secretary  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Memorial  Chairman;  Mrs. 
Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Warsaw  Unit  and 
wife  of  the  National  Commander;  Mrs.  R.  H.  Phillips, 
President  of  Tliomasville  Unit;  Mrs.  H.  V.  Norris,  Trophies 
and  Awards  Chairman;  Mrs.  Frederick  C.  Williams,  Na¬ 
tional  President  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary;  Mrs. 
Harry  F.  Vass,  Past  Department  President;  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Judd,  Education  World  War  Orphans  Chairman;  Mrs.  John 
T.  Lowe,  Past  Department  President;  Mrs.  E.  W.  Burt, 
Past  Department  President;  Miss  Julia  McNeill,  Junior 
Auxiliary  Chairman;  Mrs.  Fannie  Worley,  President  of  the 
United  Spanish  War  Veterans,  Asheville,  No.  10;  Mrs.  Bea¬ 
trice  T.  Carroll,  Miss  Sabra  E.  Sykes,  Community  Service 
and  Unit  Activities  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Hugh  W.  Perry. 

The  proposed  Department  Constitution,  as  read  on  Mon¬ 
day,  was  again  read  by  Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee,  Chairman.  As 
each  paragraph  was  read  Mrs.  Lee  asked  for  amendments  that 
any  delegate  might  wish  to  offer. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley  :  I  would  like  to  offer  an  amend¬ 
ment.  I  move  that  Article  IV,  Section  3,  of  the  Constitution 
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be  amended  to  read:  “The  Department  Secretary-Treasurer 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  said  appointment  to  be 
confirmed  by  the  Department  Executive  Committee.  She 
may  be  removed  from  office  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Executive  Committee.” 

After  the  reading  of  the  complete  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws,  the  above  amendment  was  voted  on  and  the  motion 
carried. 

The  amendment  to  Article  II,  Section  1,  of  the  By-Laws 
to  read  thus :  “All  nominations  shall  be  made  from  the  floor 
and  the  election  be  by  written  ballot,”  as  submitted  on  Mon¬ 
day  by  the  Convention  Constitution  Committee. 

An  extended  discussion  regarding  the  amendment  allowing 
five  Vice-Presidents  instead  of  the  Area  Chairman  and  these 
Vice-Presidents  to  serve  without  seniority  was  carried  on  by 
the  delegates  present.  The  question  as  to  which  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents  would  be  called  on  to  serve  in  the  absence  of  the 
President  at  any  meeting  or  if  the  President  resigned  during 
the  year  which  of  the  Vice-Presidents  would  take  her  place 
called  forth  quite  a  bit  of  discussion. 

Mrs.  Lee  stated  that  the  By-Laws  provided  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  could  appoint  any  of  the  five  Vice-Presidents  to  serve  in 
her  place.  Mrs.  Iseley  made  the  following  statement: 

Mrs.  Iseley:  Wouldn’t  Section  8  of  Article  2  clear  up 
the  fact  of  filling  vacancies  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the 
President?  This  section  reads  thus:  “Vacancies  of  officers 
occurring  between  Department  Conventions  shall  be  filled  by 
the  Department  Executive  Committee.” 

All  agreed  that  it  would. 

Mrs.  Powell  called  attention  to  Article  7,  Section  5,  which 
reads  thus :  “All  officers  of  this  Department,  or  of  any  LTnit 
thereof,  holding  funds  of  the  organization  shall  be  required 
to  give  bond.”  She  stated  that  the  members  of  the  Raleigh 
Unit  had  tried  every  source  to  get  a  depository  bond  and  one 
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could  not  be  secured,  and  she  thought  that  we  should  not 
include  anything  in  the  Constitution  that  could  not  be  ob¬ 
tained. 

Mrs.  Lee  asked  if  the  members  had  tried  a  personal  bond¬ 
holder  and  they  answered  “Yes,”  and  Mrs.  Lee  stated  that 
National  would  have  to  settle  this  question  as  they  included 
this  provision  in  their  Constitution,  and  if  ours  is  made  to 
conform  with  that  of  National  we  must  include  same  in  our 
Constitution. 

Mrs.  Miller:  The  National  Convention  will  take  care  of 
that  this  year.  No  doubt  at  this  Convention  they  will  settle 
this  for  our  Department,  and  I  suggest  that  we  leave  it  to  the 
Convention  at  National  Headquarters. 

Mrs.  Perry  takes  the  chair. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  I  would  like  to  ask  one  of  the  pages  to  escort 
Mr.  Silverman  to  the  platform  who  will  bring  greetings  from 
the  C.  W.  Francy  Post  at  Oteen.  I  am  very  happy  to  present 
to  you  at  this  time  Mr.  D.  D.  Silverman,  Commander  of  the 
C.  W.  Francy  Post. 

Mr.  Silverman  :  I  am  happy  to  bring  greetings  to  you 
from  the  men  at  Oteen.  I  represent  585  patients  that  are 
members  of  the  Legion  although  they  are  not  members  in 
fact.  I  want  to  congratulate  the  Auxiliary  on  the  work  done 
at  the  Oteen  Clinic  by  Miss  Louise  Reinhardt  and  the  Service 
Work  that  is  carried  on  by  your  Mrs.  Claverie  in  the  hos¬ 
pital.  I  make  personal  contact  each  morning  with  the  pa¬ 
tients  and  I  know  that  she  is  doing  a  wonderful  work.  The 
Department  sends  to  each  man  that  is  not  compensated  a 
check  for  $2  each  month,  and  this  is  of  untold  value  to  these 
men  who  have  no  income  whatever.  Miss  Reinhardt  has 
done  many  things  around  the  community  for  the  families 
and  children  of  the  patients,  and  Mrs.  Claverie  carries  on 
wonderfully  in  the  hospital  for  the  Auxiliary  and  you  should 
feel  proud  of  the  appointments  that  you  have  made.  On 
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behalf  of  the  C.  W.  Francy  Post  of  the  American  Legion,  I 
thank  you  all. 

Mrs.  Perry:  I  recognize  Dr.  Sherrill.  I  will  ask  Mrs. 
Kent  to  escort  him  to  the  stage.  I  am  very  happy  to  present 
to  you  Dr.  Sherrill,  Department  Service  Officer. 

Dr.  Sherrill  :  If  it  were  not  for  the  splendid  work  that 
has  been  carried  on  throughout  the  year  for  the  disabled 
veterans  and  their  families  many  of  them  would  have  been 
in  alms  houses.  The  Legion  fully  appreciates  the  work  you 
are  doing  for  the  disabled  veterans  and  their  families.  I 
appreciate  seeing  you  and  wish  I  could  be  with  you  longer. 
We  appreciate  what  you  are  doing  and  what  you  have  done. 
I  thank  you. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  will  proceed  with  the  Constitution. 

Mrs.  N ewell  in  the  chair. 

Mrs.  Lee  proceeded  with  the  Constitution. 

Mrs.  Powell  :  I  make  a  motion  that  the  following  amend¬ 
ment  be  made  to  Article  2,  Section  6,  which  reads  :  “No  one 
shall  be  eligible  to  be  elected  National  Executive  Committee- 
woman  or  Alternate  National  Executive  Committeewoman 
who  has  not  first  served  as  a  Department  officer,  I  wish  to 
move  that  we  add  the  amendment  “and  the  Department  Sec¬ 
retary  shall  not  be  eligible  for  this  office.77 

Mrs.  Taylor  seconded  this  motion. 

After  considerable  discussion  regarding  the  above  motion 
by  Mrs.  Powell,  Mrs.  Iseley,  Mrs.  Miller,  Mrs.  Taylor,  Mrs. 
Lee,  Mrs.  McGeachy,  Mrs.  Craven,  Mrs.  Sweet,  Mrs.  Wall 
and  Mrs.  Fitchett  the  motion  was  withdrawn  by  Mrs.  Powell, 
also  Mrs.  Tavlor  withdrew  her  second  to  the  motion. 

t/ 

Mrs.  Perrv  in  the  chair. 

«/ 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  had  gotten  to  one  amendment.  Are 
there  other  amendments  to  the  one  offered  by  Mrs.  Powell  of 
Paleiah  ?  If  there  are  no  other  amendments  I  will  ask  Mrs. 

O 

Lee  to  proceed  with  the  Constitution. 
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F  oil  owing  the  voting  on  the  two  amendments,  one  to  Article 
IV,  Section  3,  of  the  Constitution,  offered  by  Mrs.  Iseley, 
and  one  to  Article  II,  Section  1,  of  the  By-Laws,  submitted 
by  the  Constitution  Committee,  Mrs.  Lee  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  Department  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  as  amended, 
in  substitution  for  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  which  we 
have  been  using.  This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  C.  P. 
Andrew  and  was  unanimously  carried,  the  new  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  going  into  effect  immediately.  This  adoption 
made  automatic  the  adoption  of  the  amended  Unit  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  By-Laws,  rearranged  to  conform  in  order  with  the 
Department  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 


CUN’ STITUTION  AS  AMENDED 

DEPARTMENT  CONSTITUTION 
PREAMBLE 

For  God  and  Country,  we  associate  ourselves  together  for  the 
following  purposes: 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America;  to  maintain  law  and  order;  to  foster  and  perpetuate  a 
one  hundred  per  cent  Americanism;  to  preserve  the  memories  and 
incidents  of  our  association  during  the  great  war;  to  inculcate  a 
sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the  community,  State  and  Nation; 
to  combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the  classes  and  the  masses;  to 
make  right  the  master  of  might;  to  promote  peace  and  good  will 
on  earth;  to  safeguard  and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of 
justice,  freedom  and  democracy;  to  participate  in  and  contribute 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  American 
Legion;  to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our  association  by  our  devotion 
to  mutual  helpfulness. 

ARTICLE  I 
Name  and  Object 

Section  1.  The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Sec.  2.  The  object  of  this  organization  shall  be  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  in  the  Preamble. 
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ARTICLE  II 
Nature 

Section  1.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  shall  be  a  civilian  organization  of  women,  each  member 
of  which  shall  perform  her  full  duty  as  a  citizen  according  to  her 
conscience  and  understanding,  and  according  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Sec.  2.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  shall  be  absolutely  non-political  and  non-sectarian,  and 
shall  not  be  used  for  the  dissemination  of  partisan  principles,  nor 
for  the  promotion  of  any  person  seeking  public  office  or  preferment. 
No  candidate  for  nor  incumbent  of  a  salaried,  elective  public  office 
shall  hold  any  office  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  or  in  any  Unit  thereof. 

ARTICLE  III 
Eligibility 

Section  1.  Membership  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  limited  to  the  mothers,  wives, 
sisters  and  daughters  of  members  of  the  American  Legion;  to  the 
mothers,  wives,  sisters  and  daughters  of  all  men  and  women  who 
were  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States  between 
April  6,  1917,  and  November  11,  1918,  and  died  in  line  of  duty  or 
after  honorable  discharge,  and  to  those  women  who  of  their  own 
right  are  eligible  to  membership  in  the  American  Legion. 

Note. — The  National  President,  through  her  Advisory  Committee, 
has  ruled  that  “eligibility  and  acceptability  are  not  coincident.”  The 
Unit  has  the  right  to  determine  who  shall  be  acceptable  for  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Unit,  bearing  in  mind  that  only  eligible  applicants 
may  be  considered. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  no  form  or  class  of  membership  except  an 
active  membership,  and  dues  shall  be  paid  annually. 

ARTICLE  IV 
Department  Officers 

Section  1.  Officers  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  a  President,  five  Vice-Presidents  who 
shall  serve  without  seniority,  a  Secretary-Treasurer,  a  Chaplain,  a 
Historian,  and  a  National  Executive  Committeewoman  and  her 
alternate. 


72 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Sec.  2.  All  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer, 
shall  be  elected  annually  on  the  last  day  of  the  Department  Con¬ 
vention,  and  shall  serve  throughout  the  succeeding  Department  year 
or  until  their  successors  are  duly  elected  and  qualified,  with  the 
exception  of  the  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  whose  term 
of  office  is  determined  by  the  National  Constitution. 

Sec.  3.  The  Department  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Department  President,  said  appointment  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
Department  Executive  Committee.  She  may  be  removed  from  office 
by  a  majority  vote  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

ARTICLE  Y 
Department  Convention 

Section  1.  The  legislative  body  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Department  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  the  Department  Conven¬ 
tion,  which  shall  be  held  annually  at  the  same  time  and  place  as 
the  Convention  of  the  American  Legion,  Department  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Sec.  2.  Representation  in  the  Department  Convention  shall  be  by 
Units.  Each  Unit,  of  whatsoever  size,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate 
and  one  alternate.  For  each  fifty  members  or  major  fraction  thereof, 
whose  current  Department  and  National  dues  have  been  paid  and 
received  by  the  Department  Treasurer  fifteen  days  prior  to  the  date 
of  the  Department  Convention,  each  Unit  shall  be  entitled  to  two 
additional  delegates  and  two  additional  alternates. 

Sec.  3.  Each  member  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee 
shall  be  a  delegate-at-large  to  the  annual  Department  Convention, 
with  vote,  the  same  to  be  exercised  with  the  Unit  to  which  she 
belongs. 

Sec.  4.  Each  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.  The  vote  of 
any  delegate  absent  and  not  represented  by  an  alternate  shall  be 
cast  by  the  majority  of  the  delegates  present  from  her  Unit. 

Sec.  5.  Representation  of  a  majority  of  the  Units  shall  constitute 
a  quorum  for  the  holding  of  a  Department  Convention. 

ARTICLE  VI 

Amendments 

Section  1.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  Department 
Convention  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  total  authorized  repre¬ 
sentation  thereat,  provided  that  the  proposed  amendments  shall 
have  been  submitted  through  the  Department  Secretary  to  the  sev- 
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eral  Units  and  to  the  members  of  the  Department  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  at  least  two  weeks  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  next  Depart¬ 
ment  Convention;  or  it  may  be  amended  by  unanimous  vote  at  any 
Convention  without  notice:  Provided  further,  that  all  proposed 
amendments  shall  be  read  at  the  regular  session  of  the  Convention 
preceding  that  at  which  the  vote  is  taken  thereon.  All  amendments 
shall  go  into  effect  immediately  upon  adoption. 

Sec.  2.  This  Constitution  shall  be  automatically  amended  to  con¬ 
form  to  any  amendments  adopted  by  the  National  Constitution. 


DEPAKTMENT  BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE  I 

Organization 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
shall  be  divided  into  geographic  Areas,  said  Areas  to  be  composed 
of  districts  coinciding  with  the  districts  as  outlined  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  and  these  districts  in 
turn  shall  be  composed  of  the  duly  constituted  Auxiliary  Units  to 
the  Posts  of  the  American  Legion  within  said  districts. 

ARTICLE  II 

Election  of  Officers,  Committeewomen  and  Delegates 

Section  1.  All  nominations  shall  be  made  from  the  floor  and  the 
election  be  by  written  ballot.  If  there  is  only  one  nominee,  upon 
motion  duly  carried,  the  Secretary  may  cast  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Convention.  No  candidate’s  name  may  be  presented  unless  it 
is  known  that  she  will  serve  if  elected. 

Sec.  2.  One  Vice-President  shall  be  elected  from  each  Area  of  the 
Department,  upon  nomination  by  the  districts  within  each  Area. 

Sec.  3.  At  the  annual  Department  Conventions  the  duly  elected 
and  accredited  delegates  attending  said  Conventions  shall  elect  as 
members  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee  persons  repre¬ 
senting  the  various  districts  of  the  Department,  the  office  to  be 
termed  that  of  District  Executive  Committeewoman,  with  one  Com- 
mitteewoman  and  her  alternate  for  each  district.  The  Department 
Convention  in  1030  shall  elect  a  District  Executive  Committeewoman 
and  an  alternate  District  Executive  Committeewoman  for  each  dis¬ 
trict,  those  of  odd-numbered  districts  to  serve  for  one  year  only, 
and  those  of  even-numbered  districts  to  serve  for  two  successive 
years.  Thereafter  the  District  Executive  Committeewomen  and  the 
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alternate  District  Executive  Committeewomen  of  the  even-numbered 
districts  shall  be  elected  at  the  Department  Conventions  held  in 
even-numbered  years,  and  the  District  Executive  Committeewomen 
and  alternate  District  Executive  Committeewomen  of  the  odd-num¬ 
bered  years. 

Sec.  4.  District  Executive  Committeewomen  for  each  District  shall 
be  elected  only  upon  nomination  of  the  Units  within  each  district. 
The  alternate  District  Executive  Committeewomen  shall  be  elected 
in  like  manner. 

Sec.  5.  National  Executive  Committeewoman. — The  National  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committeewoman  and  the  alternate  National  Executive  Com¬ 
mitteewoman  shall  be  elected  in  like  manner  as  other  Department 
officers.  Their  terms  of  office  shall  be  determined  by  the  National 
Constitution. 

Sec.  6.  No  one  shall  be  eligible  to  be  elected  National  Executive 
Committeewoman  or  alternate  National  Executive  Committeewoman 
who  has  not  first  served  as  a  Department  officer. 

Sec.  7.  No  officer,  with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  the  Historian  shall  be  eligible  for  the  same  office  for  more  than 
two  years  consecutively. 

Sec.  8.  Vacancies  of  office  occurring  between  the  Annual  Conven¬ 
tions  shall  be  filled  by  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  9.  Delegates  to  National  Convention. — Department  delegates 
to  the  National  Convention  shall  be  elected  by  the  Department  Con¬ 
vention.  The  National  Constitution  prescribes  that  each  Department 
shall  be  entitled  to  five  delegates  and  to  one  additional  delegate  for 
each  one  thousand  members  or  major  fraction  thereof  whose  cur¬ 
rent  dues  have  been  received  by  the  National  Treasurer  thirty  days 
prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  said  Convention,  and  to  one  alternate 
for  each  delegate. 

Sec.  10.  The  Department  delegates  to  the  National  Convention 
shall  consist  of  the  Department  President  and  the  National  Execu¬ 
tive  Committeewoman  and  sufficient  other  delegates  to  make  up  the 
representation  as  prescribed  by  the  National  Constitution. 

Sec.  11.  Each  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.  The  vote  of 
any  delegate  absent  and  not  represented  by  an  alternate  shall  be 
cast  by  the  majority  of  the  delegates  present  from  her  Department. 
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ARTICLE  III 

Duties  and  Powers  of  Officers  and  Committeewomen 

Section  1.  Each  officer  of  the  Department  shall  have  all  authority 
for  the  execution  of  all  duties  pertaining  to  her  office,  subject  to  the 
action  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  All  appointed  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  such  power  as  is 
held  by  elected  officers,  including  the  right  to  vote,  but  not  the  right 
to  serve  as  National  Executive  Committeewoman. 

Sec.  3.  Department  President. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  President  to  preside  at  meetings  of  the  Department  in  Con¬ 
vention  assembled  and  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee;  to 
enforce  strict  observance  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws;  to  ap¬ 
point  members  of  constituted  committees  and  create  such  other  com¬ 
mittees  and  appoint  members  thereon  as  she  deems  advisable,  and 
to  appoint  all  officers  not  otherwise  provided  for,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Department  Executive  Committee.  She  shall  be  ex  officio 
member  of  all  committees,  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as 
customs  and  parliamentary  usage  require. 

Sec.  4.  Department  Vice-Presidents. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Department  Vice-Presidents  to  act  as  representatives  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  President  on  all  matters  referred  to  them  by  her,  and  to  be 
the  advisory  heads  of  their  respective  Areas,  keeping  in  touch  with 
all  Units,  creating  closer  co-operation,  and  keeping  the  Department 
organization  informed  as  to  Unit  activity  and  progress.  They  shall 
perform  such  other  duties  as  are  usually  incident  to  the  office,  and 
shall  render  such  other  assistance  to  the  Department  President  as 
the  Department  President  shall  deem  necessary. 

Sec.  b.  Department  Secretary. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  De¬ 
partment  Secretary  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  Department  in 
Convention  assembled,  and  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee 
meetings,  and  to  keep  all  books  and  records  required  to  successfully 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  Department.  The  Secretary,  together  with 
the  retiring  President,  shall  arrange,  print,  and  distribute  the  min¬ 
utes  of  her  own  Convention,  said  minutes  to  include  the  annual 
reports  of  all  officers,  Committeewomen  and  chairmen  of  standing 
committees.  All  bids  for  printing  the  minutes  must  be  submitted 
to  the  newly-elected  President,  and  no  contracts  may  be  made  with¬ 
out  her  approval.  The  contract  with  the  printer  must  require  that 
the  said  minutes  be  ready  for  distribution  by  January  1st. 

Sec.  6.  Department  Treasurer. — The  Department  Treasurer  shall 
be  the  custodian  of  the  funds  of  the  Department  and  shall  account 
for  same.  She  shall  sign  all  checks  in  disbursing  the  funds  of  the 
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organization,  and  shall  make  reports  upon  the  condition  of  the  De¬ 
partment  Treasury  whenever  they  are  called  for  by  the  Department 
President  or  the  Department  Executive  Committee.  She  shall  pre¬ 
pare  for  presentation  to  the  Department  Convention  a  detailed 
financial  statement  as  of  date  not  earlier  than  two  weeks  prior  to 
the  Convention,  which  statement  must  be  approved  by  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  at  the  close  of  the  Department  year  her  accounts 
shall  be  audited  by  a  public  accountant. 

Sec.  7.  Department  Chaplain. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Chaplain  to  offer  prayer  at  the  opening  of  each  day’s  session 
of  the  Department  Convention,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as 
the  President  may  direct. 

Sec.  8.  Department  Historian. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Historian  to  prepare  for  posterity  the  records  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Convention. 

Sec.  9.  Sergeant-at-Arms. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Department 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  preserve  order  at  the  meetings  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Conventions,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  Department  President. 

Sec.  10.  National  Executive  C  ommitteeicoman. — It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  National  Executive  Committeewoman  to  represent  the 
Department  on  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  11.  District  Executive  Committeeicomen. — It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  each  District  Executive  Committeewoman  to  call  district  meet¬ 
ings,  help  organize  new  Units  in  her  district,  and  in  every  way  pro¬ 
mote  interest  in  the  work  of  the  district. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Department  Executive  Committee 

Section  1.  Between  Department  Conventions  the  administrative 
power  shall  be  vested  in  the  Department  Executive  Committee, 
which  shall  be  composed  of  the  Department  officers,  an  Executive 
Committeewoman  and  her  alternate  from  each  of  the  districts  as 
outlined  by  this  Department  of  the  American  Legion,  all  Past  De¬ 
partment  Presidents  in  good  standing  in  their  local  Units,  and  such 
other  members  as  are  provided  for  in  Sections  2  and  3  hereafter 
following. 

Sec.  2.  The  Department  Secretary  shall  be  a  member  of  the  De¬ 
partment  Executive  Committee,  with  vote. 

Sec.  3.  Chairmen  of  all  standing  committees  shall  be  members  of 
the  Department  Executive  Committee,  with  vote. 
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Sec.  4.  Meetings. — The  Department  Executive  Committee  shall 
meet  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Convention,  in  the  convention  city,  and  shall  also  meet  imme¬ 
diately  preceding  the  holding  of  the  succeeding  Department  Con¬ 
vention  in  the  convention  city.  Special  meetings  may  be  held,  upon 
reasonable  notice,  at  the  call  of  the  Department  President. 

Sec.  5.  The  Department  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power 
and  authority  in  case  of  an  emergency  to  call  a  Department  Con¬ 
vention,  provided  that  notice  of  at  least  thirty  days  prior  thereto 
shall  be  given  all  Units  thereof  and  the  reason  stated  for  calling 
such  Convention.  Place  of  meeting  upon  such  occasion  shall  be 
designated  by  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  6.  The  Department  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  sub-committees  to  act  on  matters  delegated  to  it. 

Sec.  7.  Meetings  of  Standing  Committees  shall  be  arranged  to  con¬ 
form  with  the  meetings  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  8.  Fifteen  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Executive  Committee. 

ARTICLE  V 
Committees 

Section  1.  The  Department  President  shall  name  such  commit¬ 
tees  as  she  shall  deem  advisable,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  the 
Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  The  Advisory  Committee. — The  five  Vice-Presidents  shall 
constitute  an  Advisory  Committee,  with  power  to  act  in  an  advisory 
capacity,  when  called  in  an  emergency  by  the  Department  President. 

Sec.  3.  Standing  committees  which  shall  be  formed,  and  which 
shall  function  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  National 
organization,  are:  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare,  Education  of  War 
Orphans,  Americanism,  Poppy,  Legislative,  Membership,  Constitu¬ 
tion,  Memorials,  Trophies  and  Awards,  Fidac,  Music,  and  Finance. 

Sec.  4.  Special  committees  may  be  formed  by  the  Department 
Executive  Committee  as  the  work  of  the  Department  requires. 

Sec.  5.  Finance  Committee. — The  Department  President  shall  ap¬ 
point  a  Department  Finance  Committee  composed  of  three  members, 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 
Of  the  three  members  first  appointed,  one  shall  serve  for  one  year, 
one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  three  years.  Thereafter,  each  suc¬ 
ceeding  member  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Department  President, 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee, 
to  serve  for  the  full  three-year  term.  In  case  of  the  resignation  or 
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death  of  any  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  the  Department 
President  shall  appoint  a  member  to  fill  the  unexpired  term,  subject 
to  the  ratification  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee.  The 
Finance  Committee  shall  meet  prior  to  the  meetings  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Executive  Committee  or  at  the  call  of  the  Department  Presi¬ 
dent.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  oversee  the  financial  policy  of 
the  organization,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee.  It  shall  be  charged  with  the  preparation  of  the 
yearly  budget  and  shall  supervise  the  expenditure  of  funds  under 
that  budget. 

Sec.  6.  A  Committee  on  Credentials  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Department  President  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  Convention. 
This  committee  shall  consist  of  five  members  chosen  from  the  De¬ 
partment,  and  the  Department  Secretary  shall  furnish  them  with  a 
certified  copy  of  the  list  of  such  delegates  as  are  entitled  to  attend 
the  Convention,  and  said  committee  shall  prepare  a  report  to  be 
given  at  the  time  specified  in  the  order  of  business. 

Sec.  7.  A  Committee  on  Resolutions  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Department  President  not  less  than  ten  days  prior  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  consisting  of  five  members  chosen  from  the  elected  delegates, 
and  all  resolutions  shall  be  presented  to  said  committee  for  its  con¬ 
sideration.  No  resolution  presented  by  an  individual  member  shall 
be  considered  by  said  committee  unless  approved  by  the  Unit  of 
which  she  is  a  member. 


ARTICLE  VI 
Unit  Organization 

Section  1.  The  smallest  administrative  body  of  the  Department 
shall  be  termed  “The  Unit,”  which  shall  have  a  minimum  member¬ 
ship  of  ten. 

Sec.  2.  Units  shall  be  chartered  by  the  National  President  and 
National  Secretary  upon  receipt  of  the  charter  application  properly 
executed  and  accompanied  by  the  per  capita  dues  and  individual 
membership  record  forms.  Applications  for  Unit  Charters  shall  be 
signed  by  the  Commander  and  the  Adjutant  of  the  American  Legion 
Post  to  which  the  Unit  is  attached,  and  said  charter  shall  be  closed 
thirty  days  after  same  has  been  signed  by  the  Commander  of  the 
American  Legion  Post. 

Sec.  3.  Units  shall  be  given  the  name  and  number  of  the  American 
Legion  Post  to  which  they  are  attached. 

Sec.  4.  The  officers  of  the  Unit  shall  be  a  President,  one  or  more 
Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  a  Chaplain,  and  a  His- 
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torian,  with  such  other  officers  and  committees  as  may  be  authorized 
by  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  5.  The  Unit  officers  and  chairmen  of  standing  committees 
shall  constitute  the  Unit  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  6.  The  annual  dues  of  a  Unit  shall  be  determined  by  the  said 
Unit.  The  dues  shall  include  Department  and  National  dues. 

Sec.  7.  Each  Unit  shall  be  required  to  make  a  complete  report  to 
Department  Headquarters  at  the  end  of  each  month,  and  shall 
remit,  with  said  report,  all  Department  and  National  dues  collected 
and  unreported. 

Sec.  S.  Any  Unit  of  this  Department  shall,  after  notification,  have 
full  authority  and  power  to  drop  from  the  membership  roll  the  name 
of  any  member  who  has  not  paid  the  current  annual  dues  by  the 
first  of  April. 

Note. — “When  a  member  has  paid  no  dues  for  a  year  or  longer 
she  is  classed  as  delinquent.  If  she  filed  an  individual  membership 
application  while  she  was  yet  in  good  standing,  she  may  reinstate 
her  membership  by  paying  back  dues  for  the  period  of  the  delin¬ 
quency  and  for  the  current  year.  By  this  procedure  she  may  be 
reinstated  even  though  her  service  relative  is  not  in  good  standing 
in  the  Legion  at  the  time  of  her  application  for  reinstatement.” 
This  is  so  ruled  by  the  National  President  upon  report  of  her  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee. 

Sec.  9.  No  person  may  at  any  time  be  a  member  of  more  than  one 
Unit. 

Sec.  10.  Any  member  in  good  standing  in  a  Unit  who  removed 
from  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  shall  be  entitled  to  a  trans¬ 
fer  certificate  from  said  Unit,  stating  her  membership  and  duration 
thereof. 

Sec.  11.  Any  member  in  good  standing  holding  a  transfer  certifi¬ 
cate  may,  within  that  fiscal  year,  make  application  to  another  Unit 
for  membership.  Transfers  of  membership  from  one  Unit  to  another 
in  this  Department  shall  be  upon  application  of  the  member  to  and 
acceptance  by  the  other  Unit.  No  dues  shall  be  transferred,  and  a 
member  transferring  shall  be  entitled  to  voting  membership  in  the 
Unit  to  which  she  transfers  until  the  expiration  of  her  paid-up  dues. 

Sec.  12.  The  National  Executive  Committee  may  suspend  or  re¬ 
voke  the  charter  of  a  Unit  which  violates  the  National  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  or  any  specific  action  of  the  National  Convention  or 
the  National  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  13.  When  a  Unit  ceases  to  function  or  has  its  charter  revoked 
or  canceled,  the  charter  and  all  Unit  records  and  funds  shall  be 
immediately  forwarded  to  Department  Headquarters. 
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ARTICLE  VII 

Finance 

Section  1.  The  revenue  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  derived  from  the  annual  mem¬ 
bership  dues  and  from  such  other  sources  as  may  be  determined 
by  the  Department  in  Convention  assembled  or  by  the  Department 
Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  Annual  dues  shall  be  payable  October  20th  of  each  year. 

Sec.  3.  The  annual  dues  shall  be  collected  by  each  Unit,  and  said 
Unit  shall  in  turn  remit  to  the  Department  Secretary-Treasurer  the 
sum  of  the  Department  and  National  dues,  the  amount  of  the  De¬ 
partment  dues  being  fifty  cents  (50c)  per  member  per  annum,  and 
the  amount  of  the  National  dues  being  twenty-five  cents  (25c)  per 
member  per  annum. 

Sec.  4.  The  annual  National  dues  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
National  Treasurer  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  National 
Constitution. 

Sec.  5.  All  officers  of  this  Department,  or  of  any  Unit  thereof, 
holding  funds  of  the  organization  shall  be  required  to  give  bond. 

Sec.  6.  The  Department  Secretary-Treasurer  is  the  only  officer  of 
the  organization  authorized  to  receive  compensation  for  her  serv¬ 
ices,  and  she  shall  not  have  a  vote  in  the  consideration  of  this 
matter. 

ARTICLE  VIII 
Discipline 

Section  1.  The  Department  Executive  Committee,  after  a  hear¬ 
ing,  may  order  the  suspension  of  a  charter  for  a  period  not  to  extend 
beyond  the  closing  of  the  next  succeeding  Department  Convention, 
as  a  disciplinary  measure,  or  pending  action  relative  to  final  revo¬ 
cation.  A  cancellation  shall  be  in  order  where  two  or  more  Units 
merge,  where  a  Unit  voluntarily  ceases  to  function,  or  under  such 
other  conditions  as  might  make  such  action  necessary  within  a 
Department. 

Sec.  2.  Any  Unit  failing  to  meet  the  obligations  imposed  upon  it 
by  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  or  by  rulings  of  Convention  or 
Executive  Committee,  or  ceasing  to  function  from  one  Department 
Convention  to  the  next  as  an  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Unit,  or 
refusing  to  pay  the  per  capita  tax  due  Department  and  National 
organizations,  shall,  upon  order  of  the  Department  President,  sur¬ 
render  its  charter.  Upon  failure  to  surrender  such  charter,  immedi¬ 
ate  steps  may  be  taken  for  its  revocation. 
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Sec.  3.  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Units  suffering  the  revocation 
of  their  charters  may  make  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Department  President  and  the  Department  Executive  Committee  to 
the  National  Executive  Committee. 

ARTICLE  IX 

Subsidiary  Groups 

Section  1.  A  subsidiary  group  whose  object  is  to  promote  the  aims 
and  advance  the  interests  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  may  not  be  organized  until  full  consent  has  been 
obtained  from  the  Unit,  District,  and  Department  of  which  such 
group  desires  to  be  a  part. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  not  be  permissible  for  a  subsidiary  group,  such  as 
a  drill  team,  glee  club,  etc.,  to  continue  in  existence  if  the  parent 
body  to  which  it  is  attached  has  voted  that  it  be  disbanded. 

Sec.  3.  If  members  of  a  subsidiary  group  refuse  to  recognize  the 
action  for  dissolution,  officers  of  the  parent  body  may  bring  charges 
against  them  to  suspend  or  expel  them  for  disloyalty. 

Sec.  4.  In  seeking  the  suspension  or  expulsion  of  a  member  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  for  any 
cause  whatsoever,  “Practice  and  Procedure”  as  prepared  by  the 
National  Judge  Advocate  and  presented  to  the  1930  National  Con¬ 
vention  (Boston)  must  be  followed. 

ARTICLE  X 
Order  of  Business 

The  Order  of  Business  at  the  Annual  Convention  shall  be  recip¬ 
rocal  with  the  program  of  the  American  Legion,  and  shall  include: 

Call  to  Order  by  the  President. 

Invocation. 

Salute  to  the  Flag. 

Reading  of  the  Preamble. 

Call  for  Convention. 

Report  of  the  Credentials  Committee. 

Roll  Call. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

Report  of  Officers. 

Report  of  Committees. 

New  Business. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Report  of  Resolutions  Committee. 

Adjournment. 
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ARTICLE  XI 
Parliamentary  Authority 

The  Department  organization  shall  be  governed  by  “Robert’s 
Rules  of  Order,  Revised,”  in  all  points  not  covered  by  this  Consti¬ 
tution  and  By-Laws. 

Note. — “The  Handbook  (revised  in  1932)  is  based  upon  the  rulings 
and  action  of  the  National  Executive  Conventions,  the  National 
Executive  Committee  and  the  National  Executive  Officers  in  all 
matters  covered  by  it  to  date.  The  information  contained  therein 
is  therefore  entitled  to  weight  and  authority  as  the  official  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Auxiliary  for  the  government  of  Departments,  Posts 
and  Units  in  all  matters  covered  by  it.” 

ARTICLE  XII 
Fiscal  Year 

The  fiscal  year  of  this  Department  shall  be  from  January  1st  to 
December  31st,  inclusive,  of  each  year. 

ARTICLE  XIII 
Amendments 

Section  1.  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  at  any  Department 
Convention  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  total  authorized  repre¬ 
sentation  thereat,  provided  that  the  proposed  amendments  shall 
have  been  submitted,  through  the  Department  Secretary,  to  the 
several  Units  and  to  the  members  of  the  Department  Executive 
Committee  at  least  two  weeks  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  next 
Department  Convention,  or  they  may  be  amended  by  a  unanimous 
vote  at  any  Convention  without  notice:  Provided  further,  that  all 
proposed  amendments  shall  be  read  at  the  regular  session  of  the 
Convention  preceding  that  at  which  the  vote  is  taken  thereon.  All 
amendments  shall  go  into  effect  immediately  upon  adoption. 

Sec.  2.  These  By-Laws  shall  be  automatically  amended  to  con¬ 
form  to  any  amendments  adopted  by  the  National  Constitution. 
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UNIT  CONSTITUTION 

PREAMBLE 

For  God  and  Country,  we  associate  ourselves  together  for  the 
following  purposes:  To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  of  America;  to  maintain  law  and  order;  to  foster 
and  perpetuate  a  one  hundred  per  cent  Americanism;  to  preserve 
the  memories  and  incidents  of  our  association  during  the  great 
war;  to  inculcate  a  sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the  community, 
State  and  Nation;  to  combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the  classes  and 
the  masses;  to  make  right  the  master  of  might;  to  promote  peace 
and  good  will  on  earth;  to  safeguard  and  transmit  to  posterity  the 
principles  of  justice,  freedom  and  democracy;  to  participate  in  and 
contribute  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the 
American  Legion;  to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our  association  by 
our  devotion  to  mutual  helpfulness. 

ARTICLE  I 
Name  and  Object 

Section  1.  The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  American 

Legion  Auxiliary,  . ,  Unit  No . ,  Department  of 

North  Carolina. 

Sec.  2.  The  object  of  this  organization  shall  be  as  stated  in  the 
Preamble  to  the  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  II 
Nature 

Section  1.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary, . Unit  No . . 

Department  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  a  civilian  organization  of 
women.  Each  member  shall  perform  her  full  duty  as  a  citizen 
according  to  her  conscience  and  understanding,  and  according  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Sec.  2.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  . .  Unit.  No . . 

Department  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  absolutely  non-political  and 
non-sectarian,  and  shall  not  be  used  for  the  dissemination  of  parti¬ 
san  principles  nor  for  the  promotion  of  any  person  seeking  public 
office  or  preferment.  No  candidate  for  nor  incumbent  of  a  salaried, 
elective  public  office  shall  hold  any  office  in  this  Unit. 
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ARTICLE  III 
Eligibility 

Section  1.  Membership  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  shall 
be  limited  to  the  mothers,  wives,  sisters  and  daughters  of  members 
of  the  American  Legion;  to  the  mothers,  wives,  sisters  and  daugh¬ 
ters  of  all  men  and  women  who  were  in  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  between  April  6,  1917,  and  November  11,  1918, 
and  died  in  line  of  duty  or  after  honorable  discharge,  and  to  those 
women  who  of  their  own  right  are  eligible  to  membership  in  the 
American  Legion. 

Note. — Step-mothers,  step-sisters,  half-sisters  and  step-daughters 
are  eligible  for  membership  on  the  same  basis  as  an  own  mother, 
sister,  or  daughter.  However,  a  foster  mother  is  not  eligible  for 
membership  unless  the  foster-son  was  legally  adopted. 

Note. — The  phrase  “or  after  honorable  discharge”  is  interpreted 
by  National  authorities  to  mean  that  a  mother,  wife,  sister  and 
daughter  of  a  deceased  World  War  Veteran  are  eligible  for  member¬ 
ship  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  regardless  of  whether  or 
not  the  veteran  was  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  during  his 
lifetime. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  no  form  or  class  of  membership  except  an 
active  membership,  and  dues  shall  be  paid  annually. 

Note. — The  words  “class  of  membership”  are  understood  to  be 
equivalent  to  “kind”  or  “variety”  of  membership,  and  the  effect  of 
the  foregoing  clause  is  specifically  to  prohibit  the  conferring  of 
honorary  membership  in  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  upon  any 
person  not  falling  within  the  eligibility  provision  of  the  above 
article.  The  per  capita  tax  shall  apply  equally  to  all  active  members. 
There  shall  be  no  exemption  from  the  per  capita  tax,  nor  shall  there 
be  any  form  of  membership  known  as  “life”  or  “contributing”  mem¬ 
bership.  This  interpretation  is  to  be  in  effect  in  accordance  with 
the  National  Constitution  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Unit  Officers 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  this  Unit  shall  be  a  President,  a  First 
Vice-President,  a  Second  Vice-President,  a  Corresponding  Secretary, 
a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  a  Chaplain,  a  Historian,  and  a 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  said  officers  shall  assume  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices  at  the  same  time  as  the  Department  officers. 
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Sec.  2.  Officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary,  shall  be 
elected  annually  prior  to  the  Department  Convention,  at  the  last 
regular  meeting  of  the  Unit,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year  or 
until  their  successors  are  duly  elected  and  qualified.  The  Secretary 
shall  be  elected  or  appointed  according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by 
the  Department. 

ARTICLE  V 
Meetings 

Section  1.  The  regular  meetings  of  this  Auxiliary  Unit  shall  be 

held  on  the  .  day  of  each  month,  and  shall  be  called  to  order  at 

.  o’clock. 

Sec.  2.  A  meeting  of  this  Unit  shall  be  held  annually  at  least  two 
weeks  prior  to  the  Department  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  elect¬ 
ing  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  receiving  yearly  reports,  and  elect¬ 
ing  delegates  and  alternates  to  the  Department  Convention. 

Sec.  3.  Special  meetings  of  this  Unit  may  be  called  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  Executive  Committee,  or  upon  writ¬ 
ten  request  of  five  members  of  the  Unit. 

Sec.  4 . members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  at  any  meet¬ 

ing  of  the  Unit. 

Note. — It  is  suggested  that  seven  (7)  members  in  good  standing 
of  a  Unit  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  any  meeting  of  the  Unit.  If 
the  Unit  shall  consist  of  less  than  fifty  (50)  members,  it  is  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  quorum  shall  be  five  (5). 

Sec.  5.  At  least  three  days  notice  shall  be  given  of  all  meetings 
of  this  Unit,  and  at  least  three  days  notice  of  meetings  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  whenever  possible. 

ARTICLE  VI 

Amendments 

Section  1.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  Department 
Convention  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  total  authorized  repre¬ 
sentation  thereat,  provided  that  the  proposed  amendments  shall 
have  been  submitted,  through  the  Department  Secretary,  to  the 
several  Units  and  to  the  members  of  the  Department  Executive 
Committee  at  least  two  weeks  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  next 
Department  Convention;  or  it  may  be  amended  by  unanimous  vote 
at  any  Convention  without  notice:  Provided  further,  that  all  pro¬ 
posed  amendments  shall  be  read  at  the  regular  session  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  preceding  that  at  which  the  vote  is  taken  thereon.  All 
amendments  shall  go  into  effect  immediately  upon  their  adoption. 

Sec.  2.  This  Constitution  shall  be  automatically  amended  to  con¬ 
form  to  any  amendments  adopted  by  the  National  and  Department 

Constitutions. 
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BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE  I 

Powers 

This  Auxiliary  Unit  shall  be  subject  to  all  provisions  of  the 
National  and  Department  Constitutions  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

ARTICLE  II 
Membership 

Section  1.  The  minimum  membership  of  any  Auxiliary  Unit  shall 
be  ten. 

Sec.  2.  The  classification  of  membership  shall  be  (a)  adult  and 
(b)  junior.  (Girls  under  16  years  of  age  may  be  classed  as  junior 
members.) 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  no  age  limit  for  membership,  either  for 
extreme  youth  or  for  old  age. 

Sec.  4.  All  persons  in  good  standing  whose  applications  have  been 
approved  before  the  Unit  has  closed  its  charter  shall  be  charter 
members. 

Sec.  5.  Each  Unit  shall  have  application  for  membership  blanks, 
and  all  applicants  shall  fill  out  said  blanks.  These  must  be  counter¬ 
signed  by  the  Post  Adjutant  certifying  the  affiliation  of  the  Legion 
member  and  the  eligibility  of  the  applicant. 

Note. — The  National  President,  through  her  Advisory  Committee, 

has  ruled  that  “eligibility  and  acceptability  are  not  coincident. 

« 

The  Unit  has  the  right  to  determine  who  shall  be  acceptable  for 
membership  in  the  Unit,  bearing  in  mind  that  only  eligible  appli¬ 
cants  may  be  considered.” 

Sec.  6.  No  person  may,  at  any  time,  be  a  member  of  more  than 
one  Unit. 

Sec.  7.  Any  member  in  good  standing  removing  from  this  Unit 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  transfer  blank  from  this  Unit  stating  her 
membership  and  the  duration  thereof. 

ARTICLE  III 

Transfers 

Section  1.  Transfers  of  membership  from  one  Unit  to  another  in 
this  Department  shall  be  upon  application  of  the  member  to,  and 
acceptance  by,  the  other  Unit. 
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Sec.  2.  Upon  application  to  the  Unit  Secretary  any  member  of  a 
Unit  desiring  to  transfer  to  another  Unit  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
transfer  card  to  such  other  Unit,  provided  that  all  dues  and  assess¬ 
ments  have  been  paid  to  date. 

Sec.  3.  Credit  for  a  member  transferring  from  one  Unit  to  another 
shall  be  counted  in  the  Unit  to  which  she  transfers.  Dues  remain 
in  the  Unit  to  which  they  were  paid,  but  her  membership  is  sub¬ 
tracted  from  that  Unit  record  and  added  to  the  record  of  the  Unit 
to  which  she  transfers.  She  becomes  an  active  member  in  the  Unit 
to  which  she  transfers,  and  membership  may  be  counted  by  this 
Unit  in  apportioning  delegates  and  in  receiving  membership  awards. 

Sec.  4.  Record  of  such  transfer  forthwith  shall  be  submitted  to 
Department  Headquarters. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Dues 

Section  1.  This  Unit  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  shall  pay 
to  Department  Headquarters  the  annual  per  capita  tax  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  and  Department  organizations,  and  such  other  assessments 
as  may  be  levied  from  time  to  time  or  are  provided  for  in  the  De¬ 
partment  By-Laws. 

Sec.  2.  The  annual  membership  dues  of  this  Unit  shall  be  . , 

which  amount  shall  include  the  Department  and  National  per  capita, 
payable  annually  on  October  20th. 

Sec.  3.  A  member  failing  to  pay  the  annual  dues,  including  the 
Unit,  State,  and  National  assessments  for  the  fiscal  year,  by  April 
1st,  may  be  dropped  from  the  membership  rolls,  and  may  be  rein¬ 
stated  only  by  paying  all  back  dues  or  by  re-establishing  her  eligi¬ 
bility. 

Sec.  4.  From  the  Unit  dues  the  Unit  Treasurer  shall  remit  to  the 
Department  Treasurer  the  sum  of  seventy-five  cents  per  member 
per  annum,  fifty  cents  of  this  amount  being  for  Department  dues 
and  twenty-five  cents  for  National  dues. 

ARTICLE  V 
Elections 

Section  1.  Elections  shall  be  by  ballot  and  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  shall  be  necessary  to  elect. 

Sec.  2.  Written  notice  of  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of 
officers  shall  be  mailed  to  members  at  least  a  week  in  advance  or 
notice  of  same  published  at  least  three  times  immediately  prior  to 
the  meeting.  The  names  of  new  officers  shall  be  sent  to  Department 
Headquarters  before  the  annual  Department  Convention. 
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Sec.  3.  Delegates  and  alternates  to  a  Department  Convention  shall 
be  elected  at  a  Unit  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose  not  less 
than  two  weeks  prior  to  the  Convention.  Alternates  shall  have 
priority  in  the  order  of  their  election. 

Sec.  4.  Only  members  in  good  standing  may  be  elected  as  dele¬ 
gates  and  alternates  to  a  Department  Convention. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  may  be  elected  a  delegate  or  alternate  to  a  De¬ 
partment  Convention  who  does  not  first  signify  her  intention  of 
attending  said  Convention. 

Sec.  6.  This  Unit  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  the  expenses  of  its 
delegates  and  alternates  to  the  Department  Convention. 

ARTICLE  VI 

Duties  and  Powers  of  Officers 

Section  1.  The  President. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  unit  Presi¬ 
dent  to  preside  at  meetings  of  the  Unit  and  of  the  Unit  Executive 
Committee;  to  enforce  strict  observance  of  the  Constitution  and 
By-Laws;  to  appoint  members  of  the  standing  committees;  to  create 
such  other  committees  and  appoint  members  thereof  as  she  deems 
advisable;  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  custom  and  parlia¬ 
mentary  usage  require,  and  to  appoint  all  officers  not  otherwise  pro¬ 
vided  for. 

Sec.  2.  The  Vice-Presidents. — The  First  and  Second  Vice-Presi¬ 
dents  in  the  order  named  shall,  when  called  upon,  assist  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  in  her  absence  perform  her  duties,  and  shall  succeed  her 
in  office  in  case  of  death,  resignation  or  removal. 

Sec.  3.  Recording  Secretary. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Unit  Re¬ 
cording  Secretary  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  Unit  and  of  the 
Unit  Executive  Committee  meetings,  and  to  keep  all  books  that  are 
needed  to  successfully  carry  on  the  work  of  the  office;  to  act  as 
Secretary  to  the  Unit  Executive  Committee,  and  to  conduct  her  office 
in  a  businesslike  manner.  She  shall  care  for  the  archives  of  the 
Unit  and  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  money  received  from  all  members 
for  per  capita  assessments  or  from  other  sources.  She  is  hereby 
vested  with  such  authority  as  is  necessary  to  carry  out  her  duties 
successfully  for  the  good  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Sec.  4.  Corresyonding  Secretary. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Unit 
Corresponding  Secretary  to  receive  and  answer  all  official  mail, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  and  to  send  and  give  due  notice 
of  all  meetings. 

Sec.  5.  Treasurer. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Unit  Treasurer  to 
receive  all  money  belonging  to  the  Unit  and  to  account  for  the  same. 
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She  shall  give  bond  in  such  amount  as  the  Unit  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  may  determine,  the  premium  of  the  aforesaid  bond  to  be 
paid  by  the  Unit.  The  Treasurer  shall  pay  all  orders  signed  by  the 
President  or  Secretary,  and  shall  retain  these  orders  as  her  vouchers. 
She  shall  keep  account  of  her  receipts  and  expenditures,  making 
annual  report  thereof,  and  such  other  reports  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  by  the  Unit  Executive  Committee.  Her  accounts  shall 
be  audited  annually.  She  shall  pay  over  to  and  deliver  to  her  suc¬ 
cessor  all  money,  vouchers,  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Unit. 

Sec.  6.  Historian. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Unit  Historian  to 
compile  historical  records  of  the  Unit  Organization  and  to  make  a 
complete  report  to  the  Department  Organization. 

Sec.  7.  Sergeant-at-Arms. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  to  preserve  order  at  the  meetings  of  the  Unit,  and  to  fulfill 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  President. 

Sec.  8.  Chaplain. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Unit  Chaplain  to 
offer  prayer  at  the  opening  of  each  meeting,  and  to  perform  such 
other  duties  as  the  President  may  direct. 

Sec.  9.  The  offices  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Recording 
Secretary  may  be  combined.  The  office  of  Secretary  may  be  com¬ 
bined  with  that  of  Treasurer  and  called  “Secretary-Treasurer.” 

ARTICLE  VII 
Unit  Executive  Committee 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  a  Unit  Executive  Committee  which  shall 
consist  of  Unit  officers  and  chairmen  of  standing  committees. 

Sec.  2.  Between  meetings  the  government  and  management  of  this 
Auxiliary  Unit  shall  be  entrusted  to  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
all  proceedings  of  said  committee  shall  be  presented  to  the  Unit  at 
the  next  meeting  for  its  approval. 

Sec.  3.  A  vacancy  existing  in  the  Executive  Committee  from  any 
cause  other  than  the  expiration  of  a  term  shall  be  filled  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  vote  of  the  entire  committee.  A  person  so  elected  shall  hold 
office  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  member  whom  she  succeeds. 

Sec.  4.  One-third  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Sec.  5.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  once  a  month.  Special 
meetings  may  be  called  by  order  of  the  President  or  on  written 
request  of  at  least  three  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
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ARTICLE  VIII 

Committees 

Section  1.  The  President  shall,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  appoint  committees  to  correspond  to  and  co¬ 
operate  with  the  Department  committees,  and  form  such  other  com¬ 
mittees  as  the  needs  of  this  Unit  may  require. 

Sec.  2.  Committees  shall  be  appointed  only  from  members  in  good 
standing. 

Sec.  3.  All  committee  reports  shall  be  made  in  writing  by  the 
Chairman,  and,  after  presentation  to  the  Unit,  shall  be  given  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Unit  records. 

Sec.  4.  No  committee  shall  be  discharged  until  any  and  all  debts 
contracted  by  it  have  been  settled. 

Sec.  5.  The  Unit  President  immediately  upon  taking  office  each 
year  may  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  following  standing  committees: 

Rehabilitation  Committee:  The  work  of  this  committee  consists 
of  any  and  all  acts  that  will  in  any  way  contribute  toward  the  relief, 
comfort,  entertainment  or  assistance  of  any  service  man  or  woman 
in  the  hospitals,  all  assistance  that  may  be  offered  to  the  families  of 
any  service  man  or  woman  where  the  need  exists,  and  all  help  pro¬ 
vided  for  ex-service  men  accused  or  convicted  of  crime. 

Child  Welfare  Committee:  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee 
to  make  a  complete  canvass  of  the  territory  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  Unit  and  report  to  the  Unit  the  needs  of  any  children  of 
deceased  men  and  women  or  of  those  ex-service  men  and  women 
unable,  through  disability  or  for  any  other  reason,  to  provide  the 
necessities  for  their  families. 

Americanism:  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  follow 
closely  the  program  of  the  American  Legion,  concentrating  on 
teaching  proper  respect  for  the  flag,  and  the  proper  observance  of 
all  patriotic  holidays;  the  eradication  of  illiteracy,  fostering  citi¬ 
zenship  clubs  and  civic  improvements,  and  taking  an  interest  in  the 
activities  of  Boy  Scouts,  Camp  Fire  Girls,  and  all  similar  organiza¬ 
tions  which  have  for  their  object  a  higher  standard  of  patriotism 
and  citizenship. 

Finance:  The  Finance  Committee  shall  have  general  supervision 
over  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Unit,  shall  devise  ways  and  means 
of  raising  funds,  and  shall  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer. 
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Membership  Committee:  This  committee  shall  have  under  its 
supervision  the  procuring  of  new  members,  reinstatement  of  mem¬ 
bers,  and  eligibility  of  applicants  for  membership. 

ARTICLE  IX 
Discipline 

Section  1.  For  any  violation  of  the  Unit,  State  or  National  Con¬ 
stitution,  or  for  conduct  improper  and  prejudicial  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Auxiliary  or  of  the  American  Legion,  any  member  may  be 
expelled  or  suspended  from  membership  or  any  officer  removed  from 
office. 

Sec.  2.  In  seeking  the  suspension  or  expulsion  of  a  member  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  for  any  cause  whatsoever,  “Practice 
and  Procedure”  as  prepared  by  the  National  Judge  Advocate  and 
presented  to  the  1930  National  Convention  (Boston)  must  be  fol¬ 
lowed. 

Sec.  3.  Neither  this  Unit  in  the  Department  nor  any  member 
thereof  may  circularize  any  other  Unit  or  member  thereof  without 
the  consent  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  4.  Liabilities:  No  member  or  group  of  members  shall  sub¬ 
ject  this  Unit  to  liability  without  authorization  of  the  Unit. 

ARTICLE  X 
Notices 

Every  member  shall  furnish  the  Secretary  an  address  to  which 
all  notices  may  be  sent,  and  the  same  shall  be  held  to  have  been 
duly  sent  when  mailed  to  her  at  the  address  so  furnished. 

ARTICLE  XI 

Fiscal  Year 

The  fiscal  year  of  the  Unit  shall  be  from  January  1st  to  December 
31st,  inclusive,  of  each  year. 

ARTICLE  XII 
Parliamentary  Authority 

The  Unit  organization  shall  be  governed  by  “Robert’s  Rules  of 
Order,  Revised,”  on  all  points  not  covered  by  this  Constitution  and 
By-Laws. 
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Note. — “The  Handbook  (revised  in  1932)  is  based  upon  the  rul¬ 
ings  and  action  of  the  National  Conventions,  the  National  Executive 
Committee,  and  the  National  Executive  Officers  in  all  matters  cov¬ 
ered  by  it  to  date.  The  information  contained  therein  is  therefore 
entitled  to  weight  and  authority  as  the  official  regulations  of  the 
Auxiliary  for  the  government  of  Departments,  Posts  and  Units  in 
all  matters  covered  by  it.” 

ARTICLE  XIII 

Amendments 

Section  1.  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  at  any  Department 
Convention  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  total  authorized  repre¬ 
sentation  thereat,  provided  that  the  proposed  amendments  shall 
have  been  submitted  in  writing,  by  the  Department  Secretary,  to 
the  several  Units  and  to  the  members  of  the  Department  Executive 
Committee  at  least  two  weeks  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  next 
Department  Convention,  or  they  may  be  amended  by  a  unanimous 
vote  at  any  Convention  without  notice:  Provided  further,  that  all 
proposed  amendments  shall  be  read  at  the  regular  session  of  the 
Convention  preceding  that  at  which  the  vote  is  taken  thereon.  All 
amendments  shall  go  into  effect  immediately  upon  adoption. 

Sec.  2.  These  By-Laws  shall  be  automatically  amended  to  con¬ 
form  to  any  amendments  adopted  by  the  Department  and  National 
Constitutions. 

Note. — Many  points  of  information  which  might  have  been  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  Uniform  Unit  Constitution  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Unit  Handbook,  referred  to  in  Article  XII  (above).  Unit  officers  are 
advised  to  study  this  Handbook  from  cover  to  cover  in  order  that 
they  may  become  familiar  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Constitution  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Perry:  I  will  ask  the  pages  to  escort  our  distin¬ 
guished  guests  to  the  platform.  Commander  Bourne,  Mr. 
Caldwell,  Colonel  Dodge,  Mr.  P.  A.  Hutchinson  and  Dr. 
Shapiro  were  ushered  to  the  stage. 

Mrs.  Perry:  As  we  are  a  part  of  the  Legion  and  as  our 
program  is  to  participate  in  and  to  contribute  to  the  accomp¬ 
lishments  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  The  American  Legion'7 
I  am  very  happy  indeed  to  present  our  Department  Com¬ 
mander,  Henry  C.  Bourne,  of  Tarboro. 
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Mr.  Bourne  :  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  appear  before  you 
and  bring  to  you  the  sincere  devotion  and  respect  of  the 
Legion  of  which  you  are  a  part.  I  am  happy  to  be  here  and 
to  extend  greetings  from  The  American  Legion  to  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary,  in  convention  assembled. 

Mrs.  Perry:  It  is  also  my  happy  privilege  to  present  to 
you  our  Department  Adjutant,  Mr.  J.  M.  Caldwell. 

Mr.  Caldwell:  I  want  to  congratulate  the  Auxiliary  of 
North  Carolina  for  overcoming  the  obstacles  and  rolling  up 
a  respective  membership.  I  want  to  thank  you  all  for  your 
cooperation  with  the  Legion.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  have 
worked  with  the  Department  President  and  the  Department 
officers  this  year  and  I  wish  you  well. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  Oteen’s  calls  are  always  responded  to  freely 
by  the  Units  of  North  Carolina.  It  is  an  honor  for  us  to  have 
with  us  Colonel  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  who 
will  speak  to  us  at  this  time. 

Colonel  Dodge  :  Mrs.  Perry,  and  ladies  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary :  Sometimes  I  wish  that  I  were  a  patient  in 
the  hospital  when  it  comes  time  to  make  a  speech,  but  I  do 
want  to  bring  you  the  greetings  of  the  men  and  women  who 
are  at  Oteen.  I  want  to  assure  you  of  the  appreciation  that 
they  have  of  the  wonderful  work  of  your  organization.  I  want 
to  personally  thank  your  organization  for  the  work  it  has  done 
and  for  the  assistance  your  Service  Worker  at  the  Hospital 
has  given  me  times  without  number.  Things  go  very  well  at 
Oteen  most  of  the  time  I  think.  We  have  a  house  full  most 
of  the  time,  but  we  feel  very  gratified  that  the  first  of  Novem¬ 
ber  we  open  240  more  beds.  It  seems  that  we  are  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  the  care  of  tuberculosis  for  the  whole  Southeastern 
Division.  We  are  planning  to  open  one  building  for  the  care 
of  the  colored  veterans.  While  you  are  here  I  hope  that  you 
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will  come  to  Oteen  and  see  what  we  are  doing.  We  would  like 
to  have  you  know  us  better.  I  thank  you. 

Mrs.  Perry  thanked  Colonel  Dodge  for  coming  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  and  for  his  words  of  greeting. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  Mr.  P.  A. 
Hutchinson,  who  was  the  State  Service  Officer  and  who  has 
served  our  organization,  as  well  as  others,  faithfully. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  :  It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to 
appear  before  you.  There  are  many  things  I  would  like  to  say, 
but  time  will  not  permit.  I  have  tried  to  serve  you  in  the  best 
way  possible  and  in  the  future  if  you  ever  need  my  services 
and  will  address  me  in  Charlotte,  I  will  be  very  glad  to  render 
any  service  that  I  can. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  We  are  very  happy  indeed  to  have  with  us  on 
this  occasion,  Dr.  Shapiro,  Medical  Consultant  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Rehabilitation  office.  We  will  hear  from  him  at  this 
time. 

Dr.  Shapiro  :  “How  do  you  do  V ’ 

The  guests  excused  themselves  and  were  ushered  out  by  the 
pages. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  will  proceed  with  business. 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee  then  made  a  motion,  to  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  that  the  budget  for  1932-1933  be  made 
to  include  the  amount  necessary  for  the  printing  and  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  Department  Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  the 
Unit  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  as  adopted  at  this  Conven¬ 
tion.  Motion  seconded.  Carried.  Same  referred  to  Finance 
Committee  for  recommendation. 

Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick,  Second  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

Mrs.  Warlick:  We  will  at  this  time  have  the  reports  of 
the  Area  Chairmen. 
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REPORT  OF  FIRST  AREA 

As  Chairman  of  the  First  Area,  I  respectfully  submit  the  follow¬ 
ing  report  for  the  year  1931-32: 

The  First  Area  is  composed  of  the  First,  Second,  Fourth  and 
Fifth  Districts  with  a  membership  of  about  550,  which  is  divided 
into  thirteen  Units.  As  the  District  Committeewomen  will  report 
on  each  Unit  I  will  not  take  the  time  to  mention  each  Unit  here, 
but  from  the  reports  given  at  the  Area  Conference  I  am  sure  I  can 
safely  say  that  every  Unit  in  the  First  Area  has  well  covered  almost 
every  phase  of  Auxiliary  work  this  year  and  have  especially  stressed 
Child  Welfare,  Rehabilitation  and  Community  Service  Work. 

The  First  Area  Conference  was  held  in  Rocky  Mount  on  April 
4th.  It  was  a  source  of  much  inspiration  to  us  to  have  the  Junior 
Auxiliary  from  Washington  advance  the  colors  and  pledge  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  flag  for  our  Conference.  After  hearing  reports  from 
Units  we  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Chairman,  and  Mrs.  I.  T.  Valentine,  Publicity  Chairman, 
discuss  their  work  on  the  year’s  program.  They  were  followed  by 
our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  who  gave  us  a  general 
outline  of  every  phase  of  the  work.  During  the  afternoon,  Depart¬ 
ment  Commander  Henry  Bourne  was  introduced  to  bring  us  greet¬ 
ings  from  the  Legion. 

Following  the  business  meeting,  Rocky  Mount  Unit  was  hostess 
to  a  dinner  to  which  all  Legionnaires  had  been  invited  to  join  us. 
We  had  the  great  honor  of  having,  at  this  time,  our  National  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Louise  W.  Williams,  with  us,  who  inspiringly  told  us 
about  Auxiliary  work  nationally,  especially  stressing  the  Legion’s 
Unemployed  Program,  National  Defense  Program  and  Peace  Con¬ 
ference.  We  also  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  Mrs.  Claverie,  our 
Service  Worker,  tell  us  more  about  life  at  Oteen  and  her  work. 

Other  Department  officers  introduced  to  our  Conference  were  Mrs. 
Reverdy  J.  Miller,  National  Executive  Committeewoman;  Mrs.  R. 
S.  McGeachy,  Past  Department  President;  Mrs.  John  D.  Langston, 
Department  Chaplain;  Miss  Sabra  Sykes,  Department  Publicity 
Chairman;  Mrs.  W.  B.  Rodman,  Jr.,  Second  District  Committee- 
woman;  Mrs.  E.  S.  Pugh,  Fourth  District  Committeewoman,  and 
Mrs.  N.  L.  Alcocke,  member  Department  Hospital  Committee. 

To  the  Rocky  Mount  Unit  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for 
its  gracious  hospitality  to  us,  and  especially  to  Mrs.  Norman  Chamb¬ 
liss,  Unit  President,  and  her  committees  for  the  lovely  musical 
program  and  delightful  dinner.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  all  the 
Units  in  the  First  Area  for  their  splendid  co-operation  and  attend¬ 
ance  in  making  this  Conference  a  success. 
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It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  as  Area  Chairman,  and  I  wish  to 
thank  Mrs.  Perry  and  all  the  Department  officers  for  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  which  I  have  received  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Cora  D.  Dunn  (Mrs.  Chas.  L.  Dunn), 

First  Area  Chairman. 

SECOND  AREA  REPORT 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

As  Chairman  of  the  Second  Area  I  respectfully  submit  the  follow¬ 
ing  report: 

The  Second  Area  comprises  Districts  Three,  Six,  Seven,  and  Ten. 
Mrs.  Charles  J.  Shupp,  Mrs.  Robert  Stevens,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Piland,  and 
Mrs.  Carl  Fitchett,  in  the  order  named,  are  Committeewomen  of  the 
respective  districts. 

Our  Area  Conference  was  held  in  the  American  Legion  Hut  at 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  April  5.  Our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Hugh 
W.  Perry,  was  with  us  at  that  time,  as  were  Miss  Aurelia  Adams, 
Department  Secretary  and  Membership  Chairman;  Mrs.  Frank 
Johnson,  Rehabilitation  Chairman;  Mrs.  John  D.  Langston,  Depart¬ 
ment  Chaplain,  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Norris,  Chairman  of  Trophies  and 
Awards.  With  interesting  talks  from  these  and  reports  from  other 
Department  chairmen  who  could  not  be  present,  this  proved  to  be 
a  most  inspiring  Conference. 

Two  Gold  Star  Mothers,  Mrs.  J.  Victor  Grainger,  organizer  of 
Wilmington  Unit,  and  Mrs.  L.  W.  Davis,  were  presented  to  the  Con¬ 
ference. 

Two  National  Citations  were  awarded,  one  to  Clinton  Unit  and 
one  to  Kinston  Unit. 

The  Sixth  and  Tenth  Districts  nominated  their  District  Com¬ 
mitteewomen  and  alternate  Committeewomen,  as  follows: 

Sixth  District — Mrs.  J.  Sebran  Royal,  of  Clinton,  Committee- 
woman. 

Tenth  District — Mrs.  John  D.  Robinson,  of  Wallace,  alternate 
Committeewoman. 

A  most  enjoyable  luncheon  was  served  after  the  Conference  ad¬ 
journed. 

Report  of  Third  District 

The  Third  District  is  composed  of  three  active  Units,  and  each 
of  these  is  doing  splendid  work.  The  District  Meeting  was  held  in 
January.  Each  Unit  was  well  represented  and  gave  fine  reports. 

Neiv  Bern. — Despite  the  depression,  New  Bern  has  enrolled  sev¬ 
eral  new  members.  The  monthly  meetings  have  been  well  attended, 
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and  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  attendance.  The  members 
have  shown  an  interest  in  the  discussion  and  an  ever-ready  willing¬ 
ness  to  assume  any  task  asked  of  them.  New  Bern  Unit  promoted 
two  benefit  card  parties,  which  raised  a  little  extra  money  for  its 
general  fund.  The  Child  Welfare  work  has  been  going  forward,  and 
there  has  been  no  lack  of  interest  in  it.  Each  month  during  the 
school  term  $5  is  contributed  to  assist  in  providing  food  for  the 
undernourished  children  at  the  local  school.  A  survey  was  made 
and  it  was  found  that  not  one  of  these  children  was  the  child  of 
an  ex-service  man.  It  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Unit  in  a  number  of  instances  where  families  of  ex-service  men  were 
in  need,  and  it  has  made  every  effort  to  provide  food  and  clothing, 
and  at  Christmas  time  Santa  Claus  was  provided  for  the  children 
of  these  needy  families.  Christmas  gifts  were  sent  to  nurses  at 
Oteen,  and  veterans  of  the  Unit’s  own  community,  located  in  differ¬ 
ent  hospitals  over  the  country,  were  also  remembered.  The  Red 
Cross  and  the  Donnerson  Hawkins  Post,  No.  24,  of  New  Bern,  each 
contributed  $25  to  assist  in  the  Unit’s  work.  The  New  Bern  Unit 
has  expended  $169.30  for  Child  Welfare  and  $81.79  for  Rehabilita¬ 
tion.  The  sum  of  $15.45  was  spent  refurnishing  the  hut. 

Morehead  City. — A  committee  from  the  Auxiliary  made  a  survey 
of  the  school  for  books  for  those  children  who  were  unable  to  con¬ 
tinue  studies  due  to  lack  of  finances,  but  found  no  children  of  ex- 
service  men  in  need  of  books.  The  boys  at  Oteen  were  remembered 
with  an  appropriate  Armistice  Day  telegram;  flowers  and  flags  were 
placed  on  all  graves  of  ex-service  men  in  Morehead  City  and  Beau¬ 
fort  on  the  same  day.  Bowls  of  flowers  with  cards  were  sent  to 
Gold  Star  Mothers  in  the  Unit’s  community,  and  cards  were  mailed 
to  those  not  now  there.  Plans  were  made  and  executed  for  a  Christ¬ 
mas  box  for  the  boys  at  Oteen.  At  the  January  meeting  it  was 
decided  that  the  Unit  should  have  speakers  at  each  meeting  to  speak 
on  the  various  phases  of  its  work,  so  that  each  member  could 
familiarize  herself  with  the  work  of  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary. 

Bayboro. — This  Unit  now  has  twenty-four  members.  Its  work  has 
been  mainly  with  ex-service  men  and  their  families  in  its  community. 
It  bought  $10  of  groceries  at  Christmas  time,  also  an  outfit  of  cloth¬ 
ing  for  a  family  of  eight  children.  The  wearing  apparel  was  not  all 
new,  but  the  shoes  and  numerous  other  things  were.  The  Unit  has 
practically  kept  a  family,  consisting  of  father,  mother  and  eight 
children,  since  last  October.  The  Unit  played  Santa  Claus  to  eleven 
children  and  carried  six  Christmas  baskets  to  the  needy.  This  took 
all  the  funds  that  could  be  raised. 
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Report  of  Sixth  District 

Goldsboro. — Mrs.  L.  G.  Nufer,  Child  Welfare  Chairman,  was  active 
in  getting  books  and  clothing  for  the  school  children  and  also  in 
seeing  that  they  attended  the  proper  clinic.  The  families  with 
which  the  three  children  of  a  deceased  veteran  have  been  placed, 
received  their  monthly  contributions.  Christmas  stockings  all  filled 
with  a  gift  and  candy,  et  cetera,  were  given  these  children.  Other 
children  received  tickets  to  the  Empty  Stocking  Fund  Christmas 
Tree.  All  graves  were  decorated  on  Armistice  Day  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Memorials,  Miss  Magdalene  Hummel,  Chairman.  A 
marker  for  one  of  the  two  unmarked  graves  has  been  requested. 
Through  Mrs.  W.  B.  Cobb,  Hospital  Chairman,  the  Auxiliary  re¬ 
membered  each  of  the  boys  at  Oteen  wTith  the  gift  they  requested, 
amounting  to  $3  each.  As  community  sings  kept  up  the  morale  of 
the  folks  back  home  during  the  war,  Mrs.  Strosnider  thinks  that 
they  may  prove  heartening  in  this  time  of  depression,  as  well  as 
educational  in  teaching  patriotic  songs  to  adults.  These  sings  will 
be  held  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Community  Building.  A  com¬ 
munity  activity  in  which  the  Auxiliary  plans  to  take  a  big  part  is 
the  celebration  of  the  Washington  Bicentennial.  This  is  to  take 
place  in  early  summer,  perhaps  on  Flag  Day. 

Clinton. — The  Unit  established  a  “good-will  center”  in  the  wel¬ 
fare  office  for  needy  veterans,  their  wives,  and  children.  A  Wash¬ 
ington  Essay  Contest  was  conducted,  and  a  prize  given  for  the  best 
essay.  A  memorial  elm  was  set  out  on  the  high  school  campus  on 
Washington’s  birthday,  with  an  appropriate  program.  The  Unit 
received  a  National  Citation  for  getting  its  quota  of  members  in 
the  allotted  time. 

Wallace . — The  Unit  has  taken  care  of  two  ex-service  men’s  fami¬ 
lies  of  six  members  each,  furnishing  them  with  warm  clothing,  some 
food,  and  the  children  their  Santa  Claus  at  Christmas  time.  It  also 
saw  to  it  that  the  children  were  kept  in  school.  The  Auxiliary  co¬ 
operated  with  other  organizations  in  a  clean-up  campaign.  An 
effort  has  been  made  to  help  the  unemployment  situation.  Believ¬ 
ing  that  wholesome  amusement  and  good  community  spirit  mean 
a  great  deal,  particularly  during  these  days  of  depression  and,  inci¬ 
dentally,  from  a  financial  standpoint,  the  Unit  gives  an  old-time 
square  dance  every  Friday  night. 

Kinston. — The  Auxiliary  sent  a  Christmas  box  to  Oteen  valued  at 
about  $20,  of  which  the  Legion  paid  half  the  expense.  The  Unit 
has  co-operated  with  the  local  charity  league;  has  an  active  com¬ 
mittee  which  has  provided  clothing  and  bedding  for  needy  ex-service 
men’s  families. 
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Report  of  Seventh  District 

Chadbourn. — This  Unit  is  very  active.  It  was  the  first  Unit  char¬ 
tered  in  the  State  this  year,  and  now  has  a  membership  of  forty- 
four.  It  has  co-operated  with  the  Legion  in  every  respect  and 
raised  around  $100  to  be  applied  on  their  lovely  new  log  hut,  which 
is  now  complete.  They  mailed  102  stamped  Easter  cards  to  boys  at 
Oteen. 

Burgavc. — While  this  Unit  only  has  a  membership  of  sixteen,  it 
is  endeavoring  to  reach  its  quota  soon.  They  have  sent  gifts  to 
their  soldiers  at  Oteen  each  month,  besides  remembering  them  par¬ 
ticularly  on  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  and  Easter.  They  promise 
to  meet  all  financial  obligations  in  spite  of  the  depressed  conditions. 

Whiteville. — Whiteville’s  main  project  for  the  year  has  been  to 
fix  up  the  Auxiliary  Room  in  the  Legion  Hut.  The  Unit  also  gave 
the  Legion  $50  to  help  put  a  new  roof  on  the  hut.  It  has  offered  to 
pay  the  membership  dues  of  any  Gold  Star  Mother  in  the  county 
who  will  join  the  Unit.  Gifts  were  sent  to  two  ex-service  men  at 
Oteen  at  Christmas.  Flags  have  been  placed  on  the  graves  of  de¬ 
ceased  ex-service  men  in  the  Whiteville  Cemetery.  It  has  ordered 
500  poppies  for  the  poppy  sale. 

Wilmington. — The  Wilmington  Unit  entertained  the  Gold  Star 
Mothers  of  New  Hanover  County  at  their  November  meeting,  twelve 
Mothers  being  present.  On  Armistice  Day  fresh  flags  were  placed 
on  all  ex-service  men’s  graves,  also  four-feet  markers  have  been 
placed  on  the  graves  of  deceased  ex-service  men.  Every  holiday  the 
twelve  boys  in  their  ward  at  Oteen  are  remembered  with  a  gift. 
Five  dollars  was  sent  to  each  of  them  at  Christmas,  and  a  beautiful, 
growing  Easter  Lilly  at  Easter.  Co-operating  with  the  Legion  at 
Christmas  time,  the  Unit  had  a  lovely  Christmas  tree  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  ex-service  men;  each  child  was  given  a  well-filled  stocking 
and  a  toy.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  children  were  present.  The 
Unit  gave  away  fifty  baskets,  valued  at  $2.34  each,  to  needy  ex- 
service  men.  Wilmington’s  welfare  work  has  been  outstanding  this 
year.  It  has  distributed  food,  milk,  clothing,  and  fuel  to  every 
ex-service  man  that  has  applied  for  assistance.  With  the  aid  of  the 
National,  they  have  placed  two  small  children,  four  and  seven  years, 
in  the  Salvation  Army  Home  and  are  now  paying  $15  per  month 
towards  the  support  of  these  children.  The  Unit  has  offered  $5 
in  gold  to  the  boy  or  girl  in  high  school  writing  the  best  essay  on 
George  Washington,  the  Soldier.  Two  dollars  and  a  half  is  offered 
to  the  child  in  the  elementary  schools  making  the  best  poppy  poster. 
The  Unit  plans  to  sell  5,000  poppies  this  year  on  Poppy  Day. 
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Fair  Bluff. — This  Unit,  although  but  small  in  numbers,  has  been 
very  active  in  community  welfare,  this  being  its  outstanding  work 
for  the  year. 

Report  of  Tenth  District 

Maxton. — This  Unit,  with  Mrs.  Rufus  Williams  as  President,  has 
done  a  splendid  work  this  year.  It  has  met  all  its  financial  obliga¬ 
tions  and  had  almost  reached  their  quota  in  membership  in  their 
last  report. 

Raeford. — This  Unit  was  a  little  late  in  getting  started  this  year, 
but  an  earnest  letter  from  its  President,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Matheson,  Jr., 
makes  me  feel  quite  sure  that  very  soon  it  will  be  stronger  than 
ever.  It  is  keeping  up  its  financial  obligations  and  is  doing  a  good 
local  work. 

St.  Pauls. — Mrs.  A.  P.  Hughes  is  President  of  this  Unit,  which  is 
doing  great  work.  Although  behind  in  their  membership,  it  is 
keeping  up  in  their  local  work  and  meeting  its  financial  obligations. 
One  of  its  most  outstanding  activities  is  work  with  the  Juniors, 
who  have  recently  planted  a  poppy  bed  in  the  business  district.  It 
sends  flowers  to  the  sick  and  helps  in  any  project  to  make  money. 
Miss  Vashti  Martin,  the  Junior  President,  was  at  the  District  Meet¬ 
ing.  She  gave  a  report  that  would  put  some  of  the  adult  units  to 
shame. 

Lumberton. — This  Unit  was  hard  hit  when,  with  dues  collected 
and  in  the  bank  for  most  of  their  last  year’s  members  and  blanks 
ready  to  be  sent  to  headquarters,  the  bank  closed.  The  Unit  has 
felt  this  keenly.  Nevertheless,  under  the  capable  leadership  of  its 
President,  Mrs.  Memory,  the  Unit  will  come  out  with  its  record  for 
splendid  local  and  state  work  unimpaired. 

Fayetteville. — This  Unit,  with  Mrs.  Noel  Paton  as  President,  has 
been  very  active  this  year.  It  began  by  giving  to  our  National 
Commander,  Henry  L.  Stevens,  and  Mrs.  Stevens  a  spectacular  wel¬ 
come  when  they  were  en  route  for  Charlotte  for  the  official  welcome 
to  the  State.  It  assumed  the  management  and  actual  operation  of 
all  concessions  on  the  occasion  of  the  American  Legion  Armistice 
Day  Air  Show.  At  this  time  they  entertained  another  famous  guest, 
Miss  Amelia  Earhart.  The  Unit  has  taken  care  of  all  obligations 
and  has  done  outstanding  work  in  both  Americanism  and  Child 
Welfare,  of  which  we  are  all  proud. 

Dunn-Erwin. — This  Unit  was  several  months  late  in  getting  a 
start,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  office  of  President  was  vacant.  Since 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Core  has  accepted  the  position  the  Unit  has  made  much 
progress.  It  has  continued  its  Child  Welfare,  chief  of  which  is 
furnished  milk  to  undernourished  school  children.  All  obligations 
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have  been  met.  The  Unit  has  assisted  the  service  officer  in  getting 
a  man  in  the  hospital  and  also  rendered  aid  to  his  family.  The 
Lmt  has  a  new  home — two  rented  rooms  that  have  been  furnished 
and  in  which  it  is  enjoyable  to  hold  meetings.  The  Unit’s  chief 
pride  is  its  Junior  Auxiliary,  which  has  seventeen  members. 

Lillington.  This  Lnit,  at  the  last  report,  had  twenty-one  new 
members,  which  exceeds  the  membership  of  the  Post.  Mrs.  C'aviness 
Brown,  President,  says  the  members  are  working  and  she  expects 
to  have  several  more  members  in  a  short  time.  This  is  remarkable 
for  a  town  the  size  of  Lillington. 

As  Chairman  of  Second  Area  I  have  enjoyed  thoroughly  the  work 
assigned  me  this  year  by  our  Department  President,  and  I  wish  to 
thank  Mrs.  Perry,  the  District  Committeewomen,  and  Unit  Presi¬ 
dents  for  their  co-operation  in  making  the  Conference  the  success 
it  was. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mbs.  Royce  McClelland, 

Second  Area  Chairman. 

THIRD  AREA  REPORT 

Burlington,  N.  C.,  July  18,  1932. 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Quests  and  Members  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary: 

As  Chairman  of  the  Third  Area  of  the  North  Carolina  Depart¬ 
ment,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  I  wish  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  Third  Area  comprises  the  Eighth,  Ninth,  Eleventh  and 
Twelfth  District,  and  has  twenty-five  Units  with  a  total  membership 
of  1,500.  Committeewomen  for  these  districts,  respectively,  are: 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Stem,  Oxford;  Mrs.  Wade  H.  Jones,  Siler  City;  Mrs.  J.  K. 
Iseley,  Greensboro,  and  Mrs.  Geo.  Burkhead,  Asheboro. 

The  most  outstanding  event  in  our  Area  history  the  past  year  was 
our  Area  Conference,  which  was  held  in  Raleigh  on  April  4th.  Dis¬ 
tinguished  members  of  our  organization,  together  with  150  Area 
members  and  friends,  were  present  on  that  occasion.  Featuring  the 
day’s  program  were  the  addresses  of  Mrs.  Hugh  WT.  Perry,  our  De¬ 
partment  President;  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  our  National  Executive 
Committeewoman,  and  of  Mrs.  Frederick  Williams,  our  National 
President,  who  thrilled  and  inspired  us  to  new  endeavors,  and  sent 
us  back  to  our  homes  more  determined  than  ever  before  to  make 
our  Area  and  each  individual  Unit  more  nearly  what  it  ought  to 
be  and  do. 
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During  the  business  part  of  the  day’s  program  a  report  from  each 
Unit  in  the  Area  was  given  by  the  Committeewomen,  revealing  the 
keen  interest  with  which  members  had  been  “carrying  on”  in  these 
times  when  our  work  is  more  pressingly  needed  than  ever  before. 
Only  encouragement  and  hope  were  manifested,  although  many  of 
the  Units  had  suffered  the  misfortune  this  year  of  having  their 
funds  tied  up  in  closed  banks. 

Your  Chairman  has  written  100  letters  this  year  in  carrying  on 
the  work  in  the  Area,  attended  the  Post  Officers  Conference  in  Win¬ 
ston-Salem,  and  made  a  trip  to  Raleigh  in  making  plans  for  the 
Area  Conference. 

I  want  to  congratulate  our  District  Committeewomen  and  the 
Presidents  of  the  Units  for  their  efforts  which  have  made  possible 
our  accomplishments  this  year.  There  has  been  splendid  co-opera¬ 
tion  all  through,  and  this  has  made  it  a  real  pleasure  and  privilege 
for  me  to  serve  as  your  Area  Chairman.  I  want  to  extend  my  thanks 
and  true  appreciation  to  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Perry,  for 
her  assistance  to  me,  personally,  in  my  work,  and  also  for  her 
courageous  leadership  in  the  general  work  of  the  organization. 

The  following  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  outstanding  activities  of 
the  Units  in  our  Area: 

Eighth  District 

Mrs.  T.  G.  Stem,  Committeewoman 

Chapel  Hill. — Mrs.  A.  A.  Whitfield,  President.  This  Unit  has  had 
a  most  successful  year  in  all  phases  of  Auxiliary  work.  All  obliga¬ 
tions  met.  An  outstanding  Unit. 

Durham. — Mrs.  H.  W.  O’Shea,  President.  This  Unit  is  recognized 
in  its  home  town  as  being  the  strongest  woman’s  organization  in 
the  city,  and  is  recognized  in  the  State  as  being  one  of  the  most 
outstanding.  The  raising  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  a  home  for 
homeless  girls  was  the  outstanding  activity  this  year. 

Henderson. — Mrs.  R.  C.  Gary,  President.  This  Unit  has  excelled 
this  year  in  poppy  sales,  membership  and  local  welfare  work.  This 
Unit  has  increased  its  membership  by  a  larger  percentage  than  any 
other  unit  in  the  District. 

Warrenton. — Mrs.  Blalock,  President.  Memorial  work  and  all 
general  activities  good.  All  obligations  met. 

Oxford. — Mrs.  Luther  Davis,  President.  As  always,  this  Unit  had 
met  all  obligations  and  has  given  splendid  co-operation. 
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Ninth  District 

Mrs.  Wade  H.  Jones,  Committeewoman 

Louisburg. — Mrs.  J.  E.  Malone,  Jr.,  President.  This  Unit  has  had 
a  successful  year,  having  met  all  obligations. 

Franklinton. — Mrs.  H.  H.  Utley,  President.  The  outstanding 
activities  of  this  Unit  have  been  membership  and  hospital  work. 
National  Citation. 

Wake  Forest. — Mrs.  R.  W.  Wilkinson,  Jr.,  President.  Memorial 
activities  and  membership  especially  good. 

Siler  City . — Mrs.  Wade  H.  Jones,  President.  Memorial  work  out¬ 
standing. 

Raleigh. — Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell,  President.  This  is  the  largest  Unit 
in  the  Area  and  has  had  a  most  successful  year  in  all  of  its  various 
activities,  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation  being  most  outstanding. 
This  Unit  served  as  hostess  to  the  Area  Conference  in  a  most  capable 
and  gracious  manner. 

Sanford. — Mrs.  Ralph  Kennedy,  President.  Featuring  rehabilita¬ 
tion  and  prison  work,  this  Unit  has  had  another  successful  year. 
National  Citation. 

Pittsboro. — Mrs.  T.  W.  McBane,  President.  Good  work  in  mem¬ 
bership  (report  limited). 

Fuquay  Springs. — Mrs.  R.  E.  Aiken,  President.  Local  welfare  has 
been  stressed  this  year  and  good  work  accomplished. 

Eleventh  District 
Mrs.  J.  K.  Iseley,  Committeewoman 

High  Point. — Mrs.  Fox  Marshall,  President.  All  obligations  met. 
Outstanding  activity,  Red  Cross  work-room.  Report  includes  305 
hours  worked  with  215  garments  made  and  given  out. 

Reidsville. — Mrs.  Geo.  T.  Shaeffner,  President.  A  Unit  just  a  year 
old  that  is  doing  splendid  work.  Outstanding  activity  has  been  com¬ 
munity  service. 

Mebane. — Mrs.  Glen  Wyrick,  President.  Obligations  met;  espe¬ 
cially  good  work  in  child  welfare. 

Leaksville-Spray. — Mrs.  P.  V.  Godfrey,  President.  All  around  good 
work.  Membership  fine.  National  Citation. 

Burlington. — Mrs.  W.  S.  Hogan,  President.  This  year  marks  the 
opening  of  the  $7,000  “Hut”  and  Community  Play-Ground.  Out¬ 
standing  activities:  Community  service,  child  welfare,  and  rehabili¬ 
tation.  All  obligations  met. 
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Greensboro. — Mrs.  Z.  V.  Conyers,  President.  The  Memorial  work 
and  Pidac  program  have  been  most  outstanding.  National  Citation. 

Twelfth  District 

Mrs.  Geo.  Burkhead,  Committeewoman 

Asheboro. — Mrs.  E.  L.  Hedrick,  President.  This  Unit  has  com¬ 
pleted  a  splendid,  all-round  year’s  work  and  has  met  all  obligations. 

Troy. — Mrs.  L.  M.  Russell,  President.  Stressing  community  activi¬ 
ties,  this  Unit  has  had  a  successful  year  in  every  respect. 

Hamlet. — Mrs.  M.  A.  Hatcher,  President.  All  obligations  met. 
The  outstanding  work  of  this  Unit  has  been  child  welfare  and  re¬ 
habilitation. 

Wadesboro. — Mrs.  R.  B.  T.  Little,  President.  Record  year  in  all 
departments,  stressing  child  welfare,  rehabilitation  and  a  community 
program. 

Southern  Pines. — Mrs.  C.  P.  Waldie,  President.  Membership  win¬ 
ner  in  district  and  very  successful  in  all  phases  of  the  work. 

Carthage. — Mrs.  John  Beasley,  President.  No  report. 

In  summarizing  the  work  of  these  twenty-five  units  the  past  year 
it  is  clearly  evident  that,  in  spite  of  the  depression,  it  has  been  a 
year  of  fine  achievement,  as  witnessed  by  the  following  approximate 
totals:  Amount  received  from  sale  of  poppies,  $3,500;  number  of 
jobs  found  for  unemployed,  1,800;  amount  spent  this  year  for  re¬ 
habilitation  and  child  welfare,  $4,750. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Mrs.  J.  Glen)  Eleanor  Sargent  McAdams. 

FOURTH  AREA  REPORT 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Guests,  Members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary: 

As  Chairman  of  the  Fourth  Area  I  respectfully  submit  the  follow¬ 
ing  report: 

The  Fourth  Area  is  composed  of  four  districts — the  Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth,  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Districts — with  twenty-five 
Units  with  1,876  members. 

The  Area  Conference  was  held  in  Mooresville,  N.  C.,  April  12, 
1932,  and  we  attempted  to  make  this  a  real  Unit  Conference,  giving 
sufficient  time  for  detailed  reports  from  each  Unit.  The  Mooresville 
Unit  had  left  nothing  undone  in  their  efforts  to  make  our  day  with 
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them  one  of  interest,  inspiration  and  pleasure.  One  hundred  and 
forty  members  were  present. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  our  Department  President,  Mrs. 
Hugh  W.  Perry,  with  us,  as  well  as  Miss  Nannie  Dodson,  Memorial 
Chairman;  Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Gold  Star  Chairman,  and  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Absher,  Historian. 

Mrs.  Lee  Frans,  Fidac  Chairman,  arranged  a  Fidac  Pageant, 
which  was  very  interesting  and  instructive.  The  countries  were 
represented  by  the  Units  of  the  Sixteenth  District  in  native  cos¬ 
tumes. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  Past  Department  President  and  National 
Committeewoman,  told  of  the  National  Executive  meeting.  Two  of 
the  outstanding  subjects  were  the  Pershing  Memorial  Hall  and  the 
subject  of  National  Defense. 

1.  Report  of  Thirteenth  District 
Miss  Jessie  Lupo,  District  Committeewoman 

Winston-Salem  has  done  outstanding  work  in  local  rehabilitation, 
child  welfare,  though  they  have  done  very  worth  while  work  along 
other  lines.  This  Unit  is  to  be  congratulated  for  its  splendid  com¬ 
munity  program. 

Elkin. — No  report. 

Mt.  Airy. — This  Unit’s  rehabilitation  report  shows  that  they  have 
done  some  very  fine  local  welfare  work.  Did  not  receive  a  general 
report. 

2.  Report  of  Fourteenth  District 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway,  District  Committeewoman 

China  Grove. — Outstanding  work  had  been  child  welfare  and  mem¬ 
bership. 

Salisbury. — Outstanding  work,  child  welfare,  Americanism  and 
membership. 

Kannapolis. — Outstanding  work,  child  welfare,  rehabilitation. 
Also  poppy  sale  reported  as  outstanding. 

Lexington. — Outstanding  work,  rehabilitation.  This  Unit  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  year’s  work. 

Monroe. — This  Unit  has  done  outstanding  work  in  membership. 
They  have  a  100  per  cent  increase.  This  Unit  has  a  larger  member¬ 
ship  than  the  American  Legion  Post.  Child  welfare  and  American¬ 
ism  has  been  the  outstanding  work  also. 
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Concord. — This  Unit  has  equaled  last  year’s  membership,  and  re¬ 
ports  a  very  splendid  year  of  general  activity.  They  have  had  a  tine 
Americanism  program. 

Marshville. — No  report. 

Thomasville. — This  Unit  was  organized  in  February  with  57  char¬ 
ter  members.  They  have  done  a  very  splendid  year’s  work. 

3.  Report  of  Fifteenth  District 

Mrs.  Andrew  Kilby,  District  Committeewoman 

Statesville. — Reports  a  splendid  year  of  general  activity.  Child 
welfare  and  rehabilitation  has  been  the  outstanding  work.  This 
Unit  reports  a  historical  edition  of  local  paper. 

Taylorsville. — Reports  a  tine  year’s  work  in  rehabilitation  and 
general  activity.  This  Unit  has  fulfilled  all  obligations  and  is 
county-wide  in  their  splendid  work. 

Mooresville. — Reports  child  welfare  as  their  major  work  for  the 
year.  This  Unit  has  met  all  obligations  and  has  done  outstanding 
community  service  work.  The  year’s  main  project  has  been  a  play¬ 
ground  for  the  mill  children. 

North  Wilkesboro. — Membership  equal  to  that  of  last  year’s.  Child 
welfare,  rehabilitation  and  Americanism  has  also  been  outstanding. 

4.  Report  of  Sixteenth  District 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew,  District  Committeewoman 

Hickory. — Child  welfare  and  rehabilitation  has  been  this  Unit’s 
outstanding  work.  They  have  been  especially  active  in  their  work 
at  Oteen  and  have  met  all  obligations. 

Lincolnton. — Have  met  all  obligations  and  reports  a  splendid  year 
of  general  activity. 

Davidson. — Reports  rehabilitation  and  community  work  as  their 
outstanding  work. 

Kings  Mountain. — Has  had  a  very  tine  year.  Child  welfare  work 
outstanding.  Also  this  Unit  reports  a  historical  edition  of  local 
paper. 

Charlotte. — Reports  a  well-rounded  year  of  general  activity.  It 
has  met  all  requirements  of  State  Department.  Americanism,  child 
welfare  and  rehabilitation  has  been  outstanding. 

Newton. — One  of  the  live-wire  Units  in  the  Fourth  Area.  Has 
done  a  very  outstanding  year’s  work.  Membership,  rehabilitation 
and  community  program  outstanding. 
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Gastonia. — Child  welfare  most  outstanding  work.  Thirty  children 
of  ex-service  men  were  given  complete  list  of  books  and  school  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  entire  year.  This  Unit  has  done  splendid  work  in  local 
welfare,  and  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  year’s  work. 

District  Committeewomen  were  nominated  for  the  Fourteenth 
and  Sixteenth  Districts  as  follows: 

Fourteenth  District — Mrs.  James  H.  Hutchinson,  Monroe,  N.  C. 
Alternate:  Mrs.  J.  M.  Pressley,  Belmont,  N.  C. 

Sixteenth  District — Mrs.  Josephine  Yount,  Newton,  N.  C.  Alter¬ 
nate:  Miss  Mamie  Harris,  Lexington,  N.  C. 

Miss  Jessie  Lupo,  of  Winston-Salem,  has  been  appointed  Thir¬ 
teenth  District  Committeewoman,  with  Mrs.  Hubert  Doggett  as  an 
alternate. 

May  I  express  my  pride  in  the  work  done  by  the  District  Com¬ 
mitteewomen.  They  have  been  loyal  at  all  times,  and  for  their 
splendid  co-operation  I  wish  to  thank  each  one  of  them.  I  am  no 
less  grateful  to  each  Unit  President  and  members  for  their  fine  work 
and  for  their  splendid  spirit  of  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  C'has.  Dunn,  First  Area  Chairman; 
Mrs.  R.  S.  McClelland,  Second  Area  Chairman;  Mrs.  J.  G.  McAdams, 
Third  Area  Chairman,  for  the  privilege  of  attending  their  Area 
Conference  and  for  their  gracious  hospitality. 

I  want  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  to  our  Department  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  who  has  been  untiring  in  her  efforts  and 
so  patient  at  all  times,  ever  willing  to  aid  and  to  advise.  I  want 
to  also  thank  Miss  Arelia  Adams,  our  Department  Secretary,  for 
her  valuable  assistance.  The  year’s  work  has  been  an  inspiration 
to  me  and  has  brought  me  closer  to  the  ideals  and  aims  of  the 
Auxiliary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ruby  F.  Johnson  (Mrs.  F.  L.) 

REPORT  OF  FIFTH  AREA 

Four  Fifth  Area  Chairman  respectfully  submits  the  following  re¬ 
port: 

This  Area  is  composed  of  four  districts — the  Seventeenth,  Eight¬ 
eenth,  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth — and  has  sixteen  active  Units  and 
one  Junior  Unit,  with  total  membership  of  623.  Mrs.  Frank  Patton, 
Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Edwards,  and  Miss  Jessie  Martin 
being  Committeewomen  of  the  respective  districts  in  order  named. 
We  have  three  new  Units  this  year. 

Our  Area  Conference  was  held  in  Asheville  on  April  14,  1932,  we 
attempted  to  make  this  a  real  Conference,  having  detailed  reports 
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from  each  Unit  and  each  District  Committeewoman.  Our  Depart¬ 
ment  President,  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  was  with  us  at  this  time,  also 
Clarice  Scruggs,  President  of  our  Junior  Auxiliary  Unit.  Mrs. 
Eugene  Taylor,  Fifth  Area  Americanism  Chairman,  gave  her  report. 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie,  Department  Hospital  Chairman,  gave  her  report 
and  brought  greetings  from  the  boys  at  Oteen  Hospital.  Miss  Louise 
Reinhardt  gave  her  report  on  Child  Welfare. 

In  getting  ready  for  this  Area  Conference  your  Chairman  per¬ 
sonally  wrote  39  letters,  sent  four  telegrams  and  two  long  distance 
telephone  calls. 

The  following  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  work  accomplished  by  each 
Unit: 

Seventeenth  District 

Morganton’s  work  has  been  outstanding.  Their  Rehabilitation 
and  Child  Welfare  have  been  especially  active.  Have  met  all  obli¬ 
gations  and  ordered  poppies. 

Lenoir  had  exceeded  its  quota  by  December.  Reports  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  year,  doing  more  Rehabilitation  this  year  than  ever  before; 
met  all  obligations. 

Eighteenth  District 

Black  Mountain  is  especially  proud  of  its  Child  Welfare  and  Re¬ 
habilitation  w'ork,  also  Americanism  work;  have  exceeded  their 
quota  and  met  all  obligations. 

Asheville  is  very  proud  of  its  Americanism  and  Memorial  work. 
Reports  outstanding  work  in  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation;  the 
needs  are  great  and  requires  lots  of  work,  due  to  Oteen  Hospital 
being  so  near.  They  are  also  very  active  in  prison  work.  Have 
exceeded  their  quota  and  met  all  obligations. 

Canton  has  also  exceeded  its  quota  and  reports  outstanding  year 
of  activities. 

Waynesville  reports  a  very  successful  year  with  all  chairmen  co¬ 
operating;  also  outstanding  work  in  Americanism  and  Memorial. 
All  obligations  have  been  met  and  poppies  ordered. 

Oteen  Unit  closed  the  year  1931  with  26  members.  Present  mem¬ 
bership,  85;  a  gain  of  230  per  cent.  They  have  had  an  outstanding 
year  and  are  very  active  in  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation;  have 
also  met  all  obligations,  ordered  poppies  and  paid  for  them.  They 
have  the  only  Junior  Auxiliary  in  this  District  and  it  is  doing 
splendid  work. 

Marion  reports  having  paid  all  assessments  and  contributions  to 
other  funds,  also  active  in  their  work  at  Oteen  and  Child  Welfare. 

Burnsville,  a  new  Unit,  has  met  all  requirements  and  is  very  en¬ 
thusiastic  in  its  work. 
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Nineteenth  District 

Rutherfordton  is  a  very  active  Unit.  Report  shows  activities  in 
all  work,  especially  Rehabilitation,  Americanism  and  Memorial. 
They  have  exceeded  their  quota  and  all  obligations  met. 

Forest  City  reports  a  general  activity. 

Hendersonville’s  work  has  been  outstanding.  Have  been  espe¬ 
cially  active  in  their  work  at  Oteen,  also  Child  Welfare.  Have  met 
most  of  their  obligations. 

Twentieth  District 

Hayesville,  a  new  Unit,  general  activity. 

Bryson  City,  a  new  Unit,  has  had  an  active  year. 

May  I  express  my  pride  in  the  work  done  by  the  District  Com- 
mitteewomen  in  the  Fifth  Area,  also  each  Unit  President  and  mem¬ 
bers  for  their  fine  work  and  splendid  spirit  of  co-operation  through¬ 
out  the  year.  To  them  is  due  the  credit  for  the  work  we  have 
accomplished. 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry, 
Department  President,  and  Miss  Adams,  Department  Secretary,  for 
their  help  and  encouragement  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Maude  H.  Barrett, 

(Mrs.  Maude  Hinton  Barrett) 

Fifth  Area  Chairman. 


Mrs.  Perry  in  the  Chair. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  have  all  enjoyed  the  Convention  very 
much  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  our  Convention 
Chairman,  Mrs.  A.  Miller  Yarnall,  who  has  worked  untiringly 
to  make  this  Convention  a  success.  We  are  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  her  labor  and  on  behalf  of  this  Convention  I  wish  to  thank 
you,  Mrs.  Yarnall. 

Mrs.  Yarnall  :  We  were  delighted  to  have  the  Convention 
in  our  city  and  I  would  like  to  present  to  you  the  various 
chairman :  Mrs.  Gabe  Croom,  Assistant ;  Mrs.  Harry  Baum¬ 
gardner,  Past  President’s  Parley ;  Mrs.  Marion  Wilson,  Regis¬ 
tration  ;  Mrs.  Marion  Haynes,  Transportation ;  Mrs.  Charles 
Glass,  Music ;  Mrs.  Harold  Kent,  Chairman  of  Pages ;  Mrs. 
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Oates,  Parade;  Mrs.  Maude  Barrett,  Information;  Mrs. 
Prank  Hendrick,  Reception;  and  Mrs.  Roy  Booth,  Decora¬ 
tion.  We  have  tried  to  make  your  stay  here  as  pleasant  as 
possible  and  I  assure  you  that  we  have  enjoyed  having  you 
with  us  and  hope  you  will  come  hack  to  see  us  again. 

Announcements  were  made  regarding  the  caucuses  of  the 
Areas  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  the  Vice-Presidents  and 
the  even-numbered  Districts  were  also  asked  to  caucus  and 
nominate  District  Committeewomen  and  Alternate  District 
Committeewomen  when  it  was  found  they  were  not  nominated 
at  the  Area  Conferences. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  We  are  very  proud  of  the  work  that  has  been 
done  this  year  by  our  Chairman  of  Standing  Committees  and 
I  assure  you  that  theirs  has  been  no  play  job.  They  have 
worked  and  worked  hard.  Without  them  we  could  hardly 
have  carried  on.  I  personally  appreciate  their  endeavors  and 
I  feel  sure  you  would  like  to  hear  a  word  of  greeting  from 
them.  Their  entire  report  will  be  incorporated  in  the  minutes 
and  I  earnestly  ask  that  you  read  them  carefully  and  consider 
all  they  contain.  The  following  were  presented  and  made  a 
few  appropriate  remarks : 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Jennette,  Americanism  Chairman;  Mrs.  Sam 
Lee,  Constitution;  Mrs.  Lee  P.  Frans,  Fidac;  Mrs.  George  A. 
Iseley,  Finance;  Miss  Arelia  Adams,  Membership;  Mrs. 
Frank  Barbour,  Music;  Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh,  National  Defense ; 
Mrs.  I.  T.  Valentine,  Publicity;  Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Rehabi¬ 
litation;  Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie,  Hospital  and  Service  Worker; 
and  Mrs.  C.  I.  Gresham,  Gold  Star  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Perry:  I  now  declare  the  Convention  adjourned  un¬ 
til  2  :30.  Please  come  back  promptly  at  2  :30  so  that  we  may 
get  through.  The  election  of  officers  will  be  held  immediately 
after  we  re-convene  and  I  hope  you  will  all  be  here  on  time. 

The  Past  President’s  Parley  luncheon  was  held  during  the 
adj  ournment. 
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2 :30  P.  M. — Resume  Session 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry  presiding. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  are  honored  to  have  Mrs.  Wood  with  us, 
who  will  give  us  some  special  music  at  this  time. 

Two  musical  numbers  rendered  by  Mrs.  Forrest  B.  Wood. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  enjoyed  the  music  very  much  and  thank 
you  for  coming  to  us. 

Mrs.  Perry:  Nominations  are  now  in  order  for  President 
of  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina. 

Miss  Bernice  Turner  of  Statesville:  The  person  whom  I 
am  about  to  nominate  needs  no  introduction.  For  two  years 
she  served  in  France  during  the  overseas  service  and  as  soon 
as  she  returned  from  France  she  started  working  for  the  good 
of  the  ex-service  men.  She  has  served  in  the  Auxiliary  as 
Department  Rehabilitation  Chairman,  Fourth  Area  Chair¬ 
man  and  as  Department  Vice-President.  Her  unbounded  love 
for  the  organization  has  prompted  her  to  give  untiring  service. 
I  therefore  have  the  honor  to  nominate  for  President  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  a  member  of  the  Hurst  Turner 
Unit,  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson  of  Statesville. 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Gause  of  Wilmington  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Reese  of 
Hendersonville  seconded  the  nomination. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy  moved  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Mrs.  Perry:  As  there  are  no  other  nominees,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  will  be  instructed  to  cast  a  unanimous  vote  for  Mrs.  Frank 
L.  Johnson  for  President  of  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Perry:  Nominations  are  in  order  for  the  Vice-Presi¬ 
dents. 

Mrs.  Williamson  nominated  Mrs.  W.  B.  Rodman  of  Wash¬ 
ington  as  Vice-President  from  the  First  Area.  Nomination 
seconded. 
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Mrs.  T.  J.  Gause  nominated  Mrs.  R.  S.  McClelland  of 
Wilmington  as  Vice-President  from  the  Second  Area.  Nomi¬ 
nation  seconded. 

Mrs.  J.  Glenn  McAdams  nominated  Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell  of 
Henderson  as  Vice-President  from  the  Third  Area.  Nomi¬ 
nation  seconded. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Pressly  nominated  Mrs.  A.  S.  Karesh  of  Gas¬ 
tonia  as  Vice-President  from  the  Fourth  Area.  Nomination 
seconded. 

Mrs.  James  Hutchinson  nominated  Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick 
of  Newton  as  Vice-President  from  the  Fourth  Area.  Nomi¬ 
nation  seconded. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Edwards  nominated  Mrs.  W.  J.  Reese  of  Hen¬ 
dersonville  as  Vice-President  from  the  Fifth  Area.  Nomi¬ 
nation  seconded. 

Mrs.  Wiley  Foster  nominated  Mrs.  Marion  Wilson  of  Ashe¬ 
ville  as  Vice  President  from  the  Fifth  Area.  Nomination 
seconded. 

Mrs.  Perry:  Is  there  a  motion  that  the  nominations  be 
closed  ? 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Frans  moved  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  a  unanimous  vote  for 
the  areas  that  have  only  one  nominee,  viz. :  First,  Second  and 
Third. 

Mrs.  Perry:  Nominations  are  now  in  order  for  a  Depart¬ 
ment  Chaplain. 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Hogan,  President  of  the  Burlington  Unit :  It 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present  for  your  consideration  one 
that  we  feel  that  is  very  much  suited  for  this  office  and  we  feel 
that  she  will  perform  her  duties  as  Chaplain  in  a  most  accept¬ 
able  manner.  She  is  a  leading  member  of  the  church  of 
Burlington  and  I  consider  it  an  honor  and  privilege  to  nomi- 
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nate  Mrs.  J.  Glenn  McAdams  as  Chaplain  of  the  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell  of  Raleigh  seconded  the  nomination. 

It  being  duly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  nominations  be 
closed  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  a  unanimous  vote 
in  favor  of  Mrs.  J.  Glenn  McAdams  as  Department  Chaplain. 

Mrs.  Perry:  Nominations  are  now  in  order  for  Depart¬ 
ment  Historian. 

Mrs.  Andrew  Kilby  :  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  nomi¬ 
nate  for  re-election  as  our  Department  Historian,  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Ahsher  of  North  Wilkesboro. 

Mrs.  Craven  seconded  the  nomination. 

Motion  that  the  nominations  be  closed  passed. 

Mrs.  Perry:  If  there  are  no  objections  the  Secretary  will 
be  instructed  to  cast  a  unanimous  vote  for  Mrs.  W.  R.  Ahsher 
as  Department  Historian. 

Mrs.  Miller  in  the  chair. 

Mrs.  Miller:  Nominations  are  now  in  order  for  National 
Executive  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Siiumway  :  Madam  President,  members  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  guests :  At  this  time  each 
year  it  behooves  the  delegates  assembled  to  nominate  and  elect 
a  National  Executive  Committeewoman.  This  woman  must 
be  thoroughly  familiar  with  each  phase  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  work,  she  must  he  a  lady  who  will  creditably 
represent  us  at  National,  and  one  of  whom  we  will  be  justly 
proud.  Heretofore,  it  has  been  customary  to  extend  this 
honor,  as  well  as  the  obligations  of  the  office,  to  the  out-going 
Department  President.  It  therefore  gives  me  keen  pleasure 
to  nominate  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  of  Louisburg,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  as  National  Executive  Committeewoman  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary.” 
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Mrs.  H.  A.  Mooney  ham  of  Raleigh,  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Rod¬ 
man  of  Washington  seconded  the  nomination. 

Mrs.  Sam  Lee  moved  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
Motion  seconded  and  carried. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  a  unanimous  vote  in 
favor  of  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry  as  National  Executive  Com- 
mitteewoman. 

Mrs  Perry  in  the  Chair. 

Mrs.  Perry:  Nominations  are  now  in  order  for  Alternate 
National  Executive  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Powell:  I  nominate  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson 
as  Alternate  National  Executive  Committeewoman.  Nomi¬ 
nation  seconded. 

Mrs.  Iseley  moved  that  the  nominations  be  closed.  Motion 
seconded.  Carried. 

Mrs.  Perry:  The  Secretary  is  instructed  to  cast  the  vote 
in  favor  of  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson  as  Alternate  National 
Executive  Committeewoman. 

The  Chair  appointed  Mrs.  H.  A.  Mooneyham  as  teller  and 
the  various  nominees  appointed  their  own  tellers,  who  after 
the  written  ballots  were  collected  retired  and  counted  same, 
the  result  being:  Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick  was  elected  Vice- 
President  from  the  Fourth  Area  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Reese  Vice- 
President  from  the  Fifth  Area. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  will  have  the  report  of  the  Resolutions 
Committee,  Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway,  Chairman. 

RESOLUTION 

Whereas  in  1929,  in  Convention  assembled,  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  adopted  a  resolution  pro¬ 
viding  that  all  Units  of  said  Department  should  observe  the  same 
Poppy  Day  on  a  day  deemed  advisable  by  the  Department  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Department  Poppy  Chairman,  preferably  the  Saturday  pre¬ 
ceding  the  30th  of  May;  and 
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Whereas  it  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Units  adhering  to  the 
above  mentioned  Convention  ruling,  even  at  a  financial  loss  to  them¬ 
selves,  that  certain  Units  have  violated  this  resolution  by  selling 
poppies  on  a  day  other  than  that  designated  by  the  Department 
President  and  Poppy  Chairman,  and  on  an  earlier  date  than  the 
properly  designated  Poppy  Day,  without  the  knowledge  and  consent 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
in  Convention  assembled,  which  is  the  only  body  with  authority  to 
change  Convention  rulings;  and 

Whereas  this  places  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  in  the  position  of  having  Units  within  the  De¬ 
partment  who  are  guilty  of  insubordination  which,  according  to  our 
Constitution  is  reason  for  suspension  or  expulsion;  and 

Whereas  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  wishes  its  Constitution  and  Convention  rulings  to  conform 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  organization:  Be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  in  Convention  assembled  in  Asheville,  N.  C'.,  July 
17th  and  18th,  1932,  shall  establish  a  Poppy  Day  Committee,  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  Department  President,  Department  Poppy  Chairman 
and  three  (3)  members  appointed  by  the  President  and  approved 
by  the  Department  Executive  Committee,  to  whom  all  Unit  requests 
for  a  change  in  Poppy  Day  date  must  be  submitted  before  April  1 
of  each  year.  In  case  the  request  is  denied  and  the  Unit  disregards 
the  decision,  said  Unit  shall  be  deprived  of  selling  American  Legion 
and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  poppies  for  a  period  of  two  years 
following  the  sale  conducted  in  violation  of  Department  rule.  Should 
other  poppies  be  sold,  the  Unit  shall  be  declared  guilty  of  insubordi¬ 
nation  and  subject  to  the  punishment  our  Constitution  prescribes 
for  same. 

RESOLUTION 

Whereas  the  Committee  on  “The  Child”  of  the  North  Carolina 
State  Conference  for  Social  Service  has,  from  experience,  found  the 
legislation  governing  adoptions  of  all  neglected  and  dependent  chil¬ 
dren  in  North  Carolina  to  be  inadequate;  and 

Whereas,  after  careful  study  and  observation,  they  have  offered 
for  a  remedy  the  following  amendments  to  the  existing  laws: 

First.  That  Juvenile  Courts  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
Superior  Courts  in  adoption;  that  a  written  report  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  child’s  personality,  heredity  and  environment  and  of  the 
personality,  home,  finances,  etc.,  of  the  prospective  foster  parents 
be  made  to  the  court  prior  to  any  action  in  the  case;  and  that  final 
papers  of  adoption  should  not  be  issued  until  evidence  is  presented 
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of  a  successful  placement  of  a  child  in  a  home  for  the  period  of  one 
year. 

Second.  That  the  General  Assembly  of  1933  increase  the  annual 
appropriation  to  the  State  Mothers’  Aid  Fund  and  to  the  State 
Boarding  Home  Fund:  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  having  felt  the  need  of  this  further  legislation  in 
our  child  welfare  work,  that  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  De¬ 
partment  of  North  Carolina,  in  Convention  assembled,  endorse  and 
agree  to  sponsor  these  resolutions  when  presented  to  the  1933  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  by  the  State  Board  of  Charities  and  Public  Welfare. 

i 

RESOLUTION 

Whereas  we  have  observed  the  splendid  work  carried  on  by  Mr.  F. 
A.  Hutchison,  the  State  Service  Officer,  for  several  years;  and 

Whereas  we  have  had  efficiency  in  carrying  on  duties  of  his  office; 
and 

Whereas  we  have  had  co-operation  with  the  Auxiliary;  and 

Whereas  we  have  had  aid  given  to  all  classes:  Now,  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  We  wish  to  go  on  record  as  heartily  commending  his 
work  during  his  term  of  office  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  newspaper,  spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  Convention, 
and  one  copy  mailed  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchison. 

Signed:  The  Resolutions  Committee — 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Herbert  White. 

Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Gaijse. 

Miss  Bernice  Turner. 

Mrs.  Shumway:  I  move  the  acceptance  of  this  report  as 
read.  Report  accepted. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  mail  a  copy  of  resolution 
pertaining  to  him  to  Mr.  P.  A.  Hutchison  and  send  copies  to 
papers. 

dominations  for  District  Committeewomen  and  Alternate 
District  Committeewomen  from  the  even  numbered  Districts 
were  next  in  order  and  the  following  were  nominated : 
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Second  District: 

Miss  Sabra  E.  Sykes,  Columbia,  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  Frank  Miller,  Washington — Alternate. 

Fourth  District: 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Mackie,  Windsor,  Committeewoman. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Pugh,  Alternate. 

Sixth  District: 

Mrs.  J.  Sebron  Royal,  Clinton. 

Mrs.  John  D.  Robinson,  Wallace. 

Eighth  District: 

Mrs.  Luther  Barbour,  Durham. 

Mrs.  L.  C.  Kenzie,  Warrenton — Alternate. 

Tenth  District: 

Mrs.  Herbert  E.  White,  Fayetteville. 

Mrs.  Herbert  Taylor,  Dunn — Alternate. 

Twelfth  District: 

Not  elected. 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Fetner,  Hamlet — Alternate. 

Fourteenth  District: 

Mrs.  James  Hutchison,  Monroe. 

Miss  Mamie  Harris,  Thomasville — Alternate. 

Sixteenth  District: 

Mrs.  Josephine  Yount,  Newton. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Pressly,  Belmont — Alternate. 

Eighteenth  District: 

Mrs.  Joseph  Bradberry,  Asheville. 

Mrs.  Harry  Baumgardner,  Asheville — Alternate. 

Twentieth  District: 

Not  elected. 


On  motion  duly  made  and  seconded  nominations  were  closed 
and  the  Secretary  instructed  to  cast  the  vote. 

The  following  were  nominated  as  delegates  to  the  National 
Convention : 


Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry 
Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie 
Mrs.  Frank  Hendrick 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Absher 
Mrs.  May  T.  Sweet 


Mrs.  Sam  H.  Lee 
Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley 
Mrs.  Harry  Baumgardner 
Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick 
Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller 
Miss  Arelia  Adams 
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Motion  that  these  nominations  be  closed  made,  seconded  and 
carried.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  the  vote  for  the 
above  delegates. 


The  following  were  nominated  alternates : 


Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy 
Mrs.  Gabe  Croom 
Mrs.  Hughes  Murray 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Reeves 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Watts 


Mrs.  Minnie  Layden 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway 
Mrs.  Walter  Craven 
Mrs.  Fox  Marshall 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Russell 


On  motion  duly  made  and  seconded  the  nominations  were 
closed  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  the  vote  for 
the  above  alternates  to  the  National  Convention. 

Mrs.  Perry:  I  will  now  ask  the  Secretary  to  declare  the 
election  of  the  officers  named. 

“I,  Arelia  Adams,  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  do  declare  the  follow¬ 
ing  to  be  the  duly  elected  officers  of  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  for  the  year  1932-1933.”  (Repeats  names  herein¬ 
before  given  with  the  exception  of  Vice-Presidents  from  the 
Pourth  and  Fifth  Areas  who  were  elected  by  ballet.) 

Mrs.  Perry  :  You  have  heard  your  officers  for  the  incoming 
year  declared.  You  have  chosen  well  and  I  shall  ask  them  to 
come  forward  and  be  presented. 

At  this  time  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller  very  appropriately 
presented  the  Past  President’s  pin  to  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry 
who  graciously  accepted  same. 

The  newly  elected  officers  were  presented. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  I  feel  that  in  electing  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson 
for  your  President  you  have  chosen  one  who  will  serve  the 
organization  in  a  most  acceptable  manner  and  I  know  that  we 
shall  be  proud  of  the  record  she  will  make  as  our  President  for 
the  incoming  year. 
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Mrs.  Johnson:  I  can  never  tell  you  all  how  much  I  do 
appreciate  your  expression  of  kindness  and  I  shall  strive  to 
carry  on  the  work  just  as  you  want  it  done  and  I  know  that  we 
will  have  a  good  time  working  together  for  the  good  of  our 
ex-service  men  during  the  year  1932-1933.  In  everyday  lan¬ 
guage — I  am  thrilled  to  death !  I  thank  you  for  your  splendid 
confidence. 

The  following  Vice  Presidents  were  presented : 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Newell,  Mrs.  P.  S.  McClelland,  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Reese,  Mrs.  Wilson  Warlick  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Rodman. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  I  have  watched  Mrs.  McAdams’  work  for 
several  years  and  I  feel  you  have  indeed  chosen  wisely  in 
selecting  her  as  your  chaplain.  May  I  present  your  incoming 
chaplain,  Mrs.  J.  Glenn  McAdams. 

Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller  :  May  I  at  this  time  present  the 
incoming  National  Executive  Committeewoman,  Mrs.  Hugh 
W.  Perry. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  I  do  appreciate  more  than  I  can  tell  you  the 
honor  that  you  have  conferred  upon  me  by  electing  me  as  your 
National  Executive  Committeewoman.  As  I  have  always  done 
I  shall  continue  to  “carry  on”  for  you  to  the  very  best  of  my 
ability. 

Beautiful  corsages  were  presented  all  incoming  officers  by 
the  chairman  of  pages  on  behalf  of  the  Asheville  Unit. 

Mrs.  Perry  :  Thanks  are  due  Miss  Eisher  and  Miss  Gibson 
and  to  the  Juvenile  Judge  and  Welfare  Officer  of  Asheville 
and  Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway,  who  judged  the  scrap  hooks,  Fidac 
dolls,  and  the  Child  Welfare  reports  respectively.  The  others 
were  judged  by  the  respective  chairmen  and  committees  from 
reports  and  the  official  records  and  I  will  ask  Mrs.  Eugene 
Taylor  to  make  this  report  for  us.  Some  of  the  awards  are  not 
here  and  the  report  is  not  entirely  complete.  We  are  awfully 
sorry  our  Department  trophies  and  awards  chairman  could  not 
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be  here,  but  we  do  appreciate  Mrs.  Taylor’s  assistance.  The 
Department  citations  will  be  mailed  you  later  but  they  will  be 
read  at  this  time  also : 

TROPHIES  AND  AWARDS  REPORT 

Silver  cup  given  by  the  Department  to  the  Unit  enrolling  the 
largest  number  of  new  members — Monroe. 

Silver  cup  given  by  the  Department  to  the  Unit  enrolling  the 
highest  percentage  increase  in  membership  over  last  year — Oteen. 

Five  dollars  in  gold  given  by  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller  to  the  first 
Unit  sending  in  a  membership  for  1932  equal  to  its  1931  member¬ 
ship — Canton. 

Five  dollars  in  gold  given  by  Mrs.  R.  S.  McGeachy  to  the  Unit 
with  over  50  members  first  to  enroll  a  1932  membership  equal  to 
that  of  1931 — Belmont. 

Silver  cup  given  by  Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew  to  the  Unit  with  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  101  or  more  that  makes  the  largest  numerical  gain  in 
membership  this  year — Asheville. 

Two  dollars  and  a  half  in  gold  given  by  Miss  Arelia  Adams  to  the 
Unit  (regardless  of  size)  sending  in  the  highest  number  of  names, 
whether  new  or  old,  between  March  24  and  April  5 — Hamlet. 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry  is  offering  a  prize  to  the  District  Committee- 
woman  with  a  quota  of  over  250  members  who  first  reaches  her 
quota — 18th  District  (Mrs.  Hendricks). 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry  is  offering  a  prize  to  the  District  Committee- 
woman  with  a  membership  quota  under  250  who  first  reaches  her 
quota — First  District  (Miss  Winslow). 

Silver  cup  given  by  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley  to  the  District  enrolling 
the  highest  percentage  increase  in  membership  over  previous  year — 
18th  District. 

Silver  cup  given  by  Mrs.  George  A.  Iseley  to  the  Unit  with  more 
than  seventy-five  members  first  doubling  its  membership  was  not 
awarded — no  Unit  qualifying.  Wilmington  qualified  in  1930  and  no 
Unit  has  qualified  since  that  time. 

Publicity 

Mrs.  I.  T.  Valentine,  Publicity  Chairman,  offers  to  the  member 
who  makes  the  best  reports  of  local,  State  and  National  news  and 
keeps  a  scrap-book  of  same,  a  pewter  bowl  or  some  other  article 
valued  at  $2.50  and  made  by  a  disabled  veteran,  goes  to  Mrs.  R.  N. 
Getty,  Publicity  Chairman,  Wilmington  Unit. 
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Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry  offers  a  scrap-book  to  the  Unit  exhibiting 
the  best  scrap-book  at  the  Department  Convention,  judged  by  points 
as  set  out  in  bulletin — Newton. 

Junior  Auxiliary 

Miss  Julia  McNeill  offers  a  prize  to  the  most  active  Junior  Aux¬ 
iliary  in  the  State — Oteen. 

Americanism 

Five  dollars  in  gold  given  by  Mrs.  Ila  Rust  Iseley  in  memory  of 
her  mother  to  the  small  Unit  doing  the  best  work  in  Americanism — 
Taylorsville. 

Bessie  Henderson  Rust  Trophy  given  by  the  Hornets  Nest  Unit 
for  the  most  outstanding  work  among  the  illiterate  and  foreign- 
born — Asheville. 

Mrs.  Herbert  White  offers  an  award  to  Unit  doing  best  all-around 
work  in  Americanism — Asheville. 

Education  World  War  Orphans 

Five  dollars  in  gold  given  by  Mrs.  E.  C.  Judd  to  the  Unit  Educa¬ 
tion  Chairman  who  turns  in  the  largest  amount  to  the  Educational 
Fund.  This  award  is  to  revert  to  the  Educational  Fund — Raleigh. 


Attendance 

/The  Caroline  Settle  Wilkes  Trophy,  offered  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Wilkes 
in  memory  of  his  wife  to  the  Unit  having  the  best  attendance  record 
during  the  year — Louisburg. 

Child  Welfare 

Winston-Salem  Unit  is  offering  in  memory  of  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet 
a  permanent  award  of  $100  to  be  divided  equally  between  the  two 
Units  in  North  Carolina  doing  the  best  Child  Welfare  work,  to  be 
given  at  the  1932  Convention— Raleigh,  Newton.  Gastonia,  honor¬ 
able  mention. 

The  Lilly  Burt  Cup,  given  by  the  late  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  offered 
annually  to  the  Unit  doing  the  best  Child  Welfare  work— Newton. 


Hospital 


Miss  Helen  Carroll,  of  Wilmington,  is  offering  a  silver  cup  in 
nemory  of  her  father,  Lt.  T.  B.  Carroll,  for  the  best  hospital  work, 
rhis  cup  to  be  awarded  annually — Winston-Salem. 
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Rehabilitation 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson  is  offering  an  award  for  the  best  work 
in  Rehabilitation — Durham. 

Unit  Activities 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Claverie’s  prize,  $5  in  gold,  offered  to  the  small  Unit 
excelling  in  Unit  activities  during  the  year — Taylorsville. 

Gastonia,  High  Point,  Durham  and  Newton  tied  on  the  best  six- 
hundred-word  history,  and  all  four  were  sent  to  National  to  com¬ 
pete  for  National  Unit  Activities  Cup. 

Fidac 

Gastonia’s  doll,  “The  Bride,”  won  first  place  and  will  be  sent  to 
the  National  Convention. 

Mooresville’s  Fidac  dolls  were  an  outstanding  feature  and  will  be 
sent  to  the  National  Convention. 

District  Awards 

Five  dollars  in  gold,  given  by  Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew,  16th  District 
Committeewoman,  to  the  Unit  in  her  District  having  the  largest 
percentage  increase  in  attendance  at  the  District  Meeting — Gastonia 
and  Shelby. 

Mrs.  George  Burkhead,  12th  District  Committeewoman,  offered 
an  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  History  to  the  Units  in  her  Dis¬ 
trict  obtaining  their  quota  by  December  31,  1931 — Southern  Pines. 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway,  14th  District  Committeewoman,  offered 
silver  cup  to  best  all-around  Unit  in  her  District — Monroe. 

Mrs.  Lynton  Y.  Ballentine’s  silver  cup,  given  for  greatest  increase 
in  membership  in  her  District — Sanford. 

Note. — This  cup  was  awarded  originally  in  the  old  Fourth  Dis¬ 
trict,  but  after  the  re-districting  plan  the  cup  goes  in  the  Ninth  as 
that  is  Mrs.  Ballentine’s  District.  This  cup  was  awarded  in  1930 
to  Raleigh  and  was  not  awarded  in  1931. 

Poppy  Poster  Recognition 

Joe  King,  High  School  winner — Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Elementary  School  winning  first  place — Robbins’  School,  Lex¬ 
ington. 

Honorable  mention — High  Point,  Troy  and  Edenton. 

The  posters  from  Lexington  and  Winston-Salem,  other  than  those 
winning  first  place,  those  from  Edenton,  Elizabeth  City,  Chadbourn, 
Reidsville,  Rutherfordton  and  Wilson  received  much  commendation 
from  the  judges. 
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The  following  Units  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  had  re¬ 
enrolled  on  December  27,  1931,  their  entire  1931  membership,  or 
the  equivalent  thereto,  and  names  and  dues  for  same  were  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  office  of  the  National  Treasurer,  postmarked  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1931.  This  re-enrollment  has  been  credited  as  for  the  year 
1932.  The  achievement  is  in  accord  with  resolution  adopted  by  the 
National  Convention  of  the  American  Legion  and  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  calling  upon  all  Departments  and  Units  to  observe  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Week  from  November 
4-11,  1931. 

Note. —  (These  citations  were  distributed  by  the  Department 
President  at  the  Area  Conferences.) 


Sanford 

Clinton 

Monroe 

Lenoir 

Lincolnton 

Kinston 

Franklinton 

Greensboro 


Canton 

Mooresville 

Columbia 

Oteen 

Rutherfordton 
Elizabeth  City 
Leaksville-Spray 
North  Wilkesboro 


Southern  Pines 
Belmont 
Farmville 
Mt.  Holly 
Taylorsville 
China  Grove 


Department  Citations 

The  following  Units  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  have 
reached  their  1931  membership  and  have  contributed  to  all  funds 
required  by  the  Department  as  set  out  in  bulletins,  and  are  there¬ 
fore  entitled  to  recognition  at  the  Department  Convention  and  to  a 
Certificate  of  Honor: 


Asheville 

Belmont 

Black  Mountain 

Chapel  Hill 

Columbia 

Edenton 

Farmville 

Fayetteville 


Franklinton 

Burlington 

China  Grove 

Concord 

Davidson 

Greensboro 

Hickory 

Kings  Mountain 


Monroe 

Mooresville 

Newton 

Sanford 

Southern  Pines 

Lincolnton 

Burgaw 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Norris, 


Department  Chairman  of 
Trophies,  Awards  and  Emblems. 


Note. — A  number  of  prizes  were  offered  within  Units,  such  as 
Auxiliary  pins,  gold  money,  silver  spoon,  pictures,  and  various  other 
things  which  are  not  herein  enumerated. 
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Mrs.  Taylor  made  the  following  announcement: 

The  Winston-Salem  Unit  has  decided,  after  this  year,  to 
present  their  Memorial  to  Mrs.  James  K.  Norfleet  in  the  form 
of  a  donation  each  year  to  the  Nannie  Walker  Norfleet  Educa¬ 
tional  Fund,  to  be  presented  at  Convention,  instead  of  the 
award  of  $50  each  to  the  two  Units  in  the  State  doing  the 
most  outstanding  Child  Welfare  work. 

The  Unit  feels  this  Memorial  to  Mrs.  Norfleet  will  do  more 
good  and  be  more  in  accord  with  the  work  Mrs.  Norfleet  loved 
if  handled  in  this  way. 

Mrs.  Perry:  We  will  at  this  time  have  the  report  of  the 
Courtesies  Committee,  Miss  Jessie  Lupo,  Chairman. 

Miss  Lupo  read  the  following  report : 

May  the  Courtesies  Committee  at  this  time  express  our  apprecia¬ 
tion,  first,  to  the  city  of  Asheville  for  the  privilege  of  meeting  here. 

To  the  newspapers  for  their  splendid  co-operation. 

To  the  hotels  for  their  courtesies. 

To  the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit  for  their  hospitality. 

To  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  which  the  inspiring  Memorial 
service  was  held.  At  that  time  the  beautiful  chimes  were  presented 
to  the  city  of  Asheville  by  the  Auxiliary  of  the  Kitfin  Rockwell  Post. 

To  the  Asheville  Unit  for  the  nice  luncheon. 

To  the  D.  A.  R.’s  and  U.  D.  C.,  and  the  War  Mothers  for  the 
lovely  garden  party  at  the  Manor  Hotel. 

To  the  Oteen  Unit  for  their  tea  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  distinguished  guests  and  the  official  pages. 
We  are  grateful  to  the  musicians  for  their  numbers. 

We  bespeak  our  gratitude  for  our  splendid  Department  officers 
and  to  our  President,  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  for  their  untiring 
services. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Miss  Jessie  Lupo,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Walter  G.  Craven. 

Mrs.  Lee  Yates. 

Miss  Mamie  Harris. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Pipkin. 
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Mrs.  Perry  :  Is  there  any  new  business  ?  It  is  now  time 
for  us  to  adjourn.  We  do  want  to  thank  the  Asheville  Unit 
for  their  hospitality  and  I  want  to  thank  you  all  for  your 
splendid  cooperation  at  all  times  during  the  year.  It  has  been 
indeed  a  great  pleasure  to  have  worked  with  you  as  your  De¬ 
partment  President.  I  have  loved  every  minute  I  have  given 
to  this  organization  and  I  shall  always  be  ready  and  willing 
to  serve  you  in  any  way.  If  there  is  no  further  business  I  will 
ask  the  Convention  to  stand  at  attention  while  the  colors  are 
retired. 

After  the  colors  were  retired  Mrs.  Perry  said :  I  now  declare 
the  Twelfth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  duly  adjourned. 
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REPORTS 

The  following  reports  are  attached  hereto  and  made  a 
part  of  these  minutes  same  not  having  been  read  on  the 
Convention  floor: 

Americanism 
Child  Welfare 

Community  Service  and  Unit  Activities 

Education  of  War  Orphans 

Fidac 

Finance 

Legislative 

Membership 

Music 

National  Defense 

Poppy 

Publicity 

Rehabilitation 

Memorials 

Junior  Auxiliary 

Hospital  and  Service  Worker 

Gold  Star 

Welfare  Nurse  (Oteen) 

Trophies  and  Awards 

District  Committeewomen’s  Reports  are  given  in  the  back. 

AMERICANISM  REPORT 

The  Department  of  North  Carolina,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
may  justly  be  proud  of  the  work  done  by  the  Americanism  chairmen 
in  the  many  Units  throughout  the  State  during  1931-32. 

Eighty-six  reports  were  sent  in  and  I  wish  every  one  could  have 
been  read  at  the  Convention.  Such  an  inspiration  to  see  how  these 
women  have  grasped  the  seriousness  of  our  present  situation  and  have 
endeavored  to  instill  a  sense  of  loyalty  and  stability  not  only  among 
ourselves  but  our  foreign-born. 

These  statistics  will  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  work : 

81  Units  observed  Armistice  Day. 

57  Units  observed  Memorial  Day. 

27  Units  promoted  a  Flag  Drive. 

57  Units  co-operated  with  Bi-centennial. 

37  Units  put  on  contests  in  schools. 

50  Units  put  on  the  Poppy  Sale. 

33  Units  observe  July  Fourth. 
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There  were  over  seven  thousand  flag  codes  distributed  among  school 
children  this  year  and  about  one  hundred  flags  presented  to  schools. 
Even  our  smallest  Units  have  educated  their  communities  to  flag 
displays  on  patriotic  holidays. 

Among  the  outstanding  results  of  Americanism  this  year  one  of 
our  larger  Units  taught  several  alien  women  to  read  and  write  in 
English  in  order  to  get  their  naturalization  papers. 

Another,  with  her  committee  helped  the  Boy  Scouts  to  restore  a 
large  number  of  toys  which  were  distributed  to  the  poor  and  foreign 
born  at  Christmas. 

Your  chairman  has  attended  all  Executive  Board  meetings,  visited 
ten  Units  and  sent  out  three  bulletins  during  the  year. 

Never  before  has  the  Americanism  Department  had  such  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  work  and  it  is  with  pride  and  gratification  that  your 
Department  Chairman  reports  how  you  have  stepped  to  the  front  and 
accepted  the  challenge. 

It  has  been  more  than  a  pleasure,  it  has  been  a  privilege  to  serve 
you  and  our  efficient  President  in  this  capacity. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Jennette, 
Department  Americanism  Chairman. 

AUXILIARY  CHILD  WELFARE  REPORT 

All  during  the  year  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  number 
of  calls  for  assistance  in  Child  Welfare  all  over  the  State  and  the  Area 
reports  indicate  that  our  Units  have  met  all  emergencies  as  ade¬ 
quately  as  possible.  Your  acting  chairman,  knowing  of  the  increased 
activities  in  Child  Welfare  had  hoped  to  have  a  very  complete  report 
from  each  Unit,  but  only  32  L’nits  out  of  103  have  responded  to  our 
questionnaire. 

The  32  LYiits  reporting  furnish  the  following  information : 

Number  Children  Aided : 

(a)  Units  .  2872 

(b)  Department  .  29 

(c)  National  .  IS 


No.  Families  Aided : 

(a)  Units  . 

(b)  Department 

(c)  National  .... 


2.919 


743 

9 

7 


759 
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Money  Expended : 

(a)  Units  . $7,430.95 

(b)  Department  .  1,739.34 

(c)  National  .  867.50 


$10,037.79 

If  32  Units  have  such  wonderful  child  welfare  records  just  think 
what  103  Units  might  have  done.  Child  Welfare  is  one  of  our  most 
outstanding  activities  and  a  complete  report  on  a  year’s  accomplish¬ 
ments  would  be  a  revelation  to  the  public  and  a  source  of  great  satis¬ 
faction  to  our  members. 

Local  demands  have  absorbed  the  attention  of  the  Unit  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Committees  ami  in  nearly  every  case  wTe  find  our  Units  co-operat¬ 
ing  with  the  local  and  county  relief  agencies  thereby  using  local  wel¬ 
fare  facilities  and  conserving  Auxiliary  financal  relief  for  cases  where 
organized  relief  was  not  available. 

In  addition  to  supplying  food,  milk,  shelter,  and  clothing  to  hun¬ 
dreds  of  needy  children  our  Units  report  Christmas  and  Easter  treats, 
medical  treatment,  school  books,  lunches,  etc.,  and  they  have  been 
instrumental  in  a  number  of  instances  in  securing  “Mother’s  Aid”  and 
“Boarding  Home  Care”  from  public  funds. 

The  Child’s  Clinic  at  Oteen  has  been  continued  this  year  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Louise  Reinhardt.  Hundreds  of  the  children  of  sick 
veterans  have  received  medical  attention  and  advice,  a  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  which  will  appear  in  the  nurse’s  report. 

Child  Welfare  was  stressed  at  the  Unit  and  Post  Officers  Conference 
in  Winston-Salem  and  National  Child  Welfare  Handbook  distributed 
to  each  Unit.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Joint  Department  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Committee  to  distribute,  before  the  close  of  this  administration, 
a  handbook  showing  the  Child  Welfare  resources  of  each  county  in 
North  Carolina. 

Our  Legislature  meets  in-  1933  and  you  are  urged  to  watch  the  Child 
Welfare  legislation,  letting  your  representatives  know  your  approval 
and  disapproval  of  the  various  measures  affecting  our  children. 

It  was  the  pleasure  of  your  acting  chairman  to  represent  the  De¬ 
partment  at  the  Area  C  Child  Welfare  Conference  in  Jacksonville 
where  there  were  many  interesting  and  instructive  papers  and  exhibits 
concerning  welfare  work  in  other  states.  It  is  very  probable  that  Area 
C  Child  Welfare  Conference  will  be  held  in  North  Carolina  next  year 
and  it  will  be  worth  more  than  can  be  counted  in  dollars  and  cents 
to  us. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Florence  B.  Iseley, 
Vice-Chairman  Child)  Welfare. 
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COMMUNITY  SERVICE  AND  UNIT  ACTIVITIES  REPORT 

The  Units  have  been  faced  with  problems  of  gigantic  proportions 
under  the  drastic  social  and  economic  condition  of  today.  Our  com¬ 
munities  as  never  before  have  had  problems  of  such  gravity  seeping 
into  the  very  heart  of  almost  every  citizen;  that  it  has  had  to  de¬ 
mand  an  earnest  effort  of  every  member  to  promote  the  general 
welfare  of  the  organization.  Although  we  have  been  faced  with 
this  mighty  and  almost  superhuman  task  of  overcoming  this  finan¬ 
cial  depression,  we  have  had  more  opportunities  to  serve  our  coun¬ 
try  and  communities. 

We  feel  very  apologetic  to  each  committee  chairman  as  we  sub¬ 
mit  this  report,  but  community  service  and  Unit  activities  by  its 
entire  concepts  is  co-extensive  as  the  organization  itself.  It  is  the 
repository  of  every  functioning  program  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

In  response  to  the  questionnaire  sent  out,  it  is  found  that  one  hun¬ 
dred  per  cent  of  the  Units  making  such  reports  are  conducting  their 
meetings  as  outlined  in  the  Manual  of  Ceremonies,  and  that  ninety- 
eight  per  cent  have  sent  in  at  least  two  paid  subscriptions  for  the 
National  Bulletin,  and  these  Bulletins  are  being  read  at  the  meet¬ 
ings  as  planned  by  the  Chairman  of  Activities  for  the  different 
months.  Ninety-five  per  cent  of  these  Units  have  contacted  their 
Congressmen  and  Senators  when  the  Department  President  re¬ 
quested.  One  hundred  per  cent  of  the  Units  with  a  music  chairman, 
and  that  ninety  per  cent  have  memorized  the  “Star  Spangled  Ban¬ 
ner,”  and  a  great  number  of  these  have  trios,  quartettes,  and  glee 
clubs,  all  these  taking  an  active  part  in  the  meetings  certainly  have 
rendered  a  great  service  to  the  State. 

Ninety  per  cent  of  the  Units  reporting  have  made  a  study  of  the 
Flag  Code,  and  have  promoted  proper  display  of  the  flag  on  all 
patriotic  days  and  at  election  polls.  Three  units  reported  evening 
schools  for  new  citizens  and  have  urged  foreign-born  adults  to  enroll 
in  the  evening.  Four  Units  have  helped  in  naturalization  of  citizens 
in  presenting  flags,  entertaining  them  with  a  yearly  dinner  and 
befriending  them  whenever  possible;  these  Units  have  also  con¬ 
ducted  citizenship  clubs  for  study  of  American  history  and  the  Con¬ 
stitution  and  Foreign  Relations.  One  hundred  per  cent  of  the  Units 
reporting  reported  that  they  had  observed  with  a  suitable  program 
Washington’s  Birthday  and  Memorial  Day.  Fifteen  Units  observed 
Constitution  Day.  Seventy-five  per  cent  Flag  Day,  fifty  per  cent 
Lincoln’s  Birthday,  and  ten  per  cent  Lee’s  Birthday.  Almost  one 
hundred  percent  observed  Armistice  Day  with  appropriate  program, 
and  a  great  many  observed  it  with  a  banquet  or  dinner.  Ninety- 
eight  per  cent  sent  members  to  visit  the  schools  during  Educational 
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Week,  and  reported  awarding  scholarship  medals  to  those  who  have 
excelled  as  students  and  possess  the  sterling  qualities  of  character 
that  make  a  good  citizen.  Almost  one  hundred  per  cent  have  spon¬ 
sored  in  some  way  in  celebrating  the  Bicentennial  of  George  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  a  great  number  have  studied  his  life  and  hundreds  of 
trees  have  been  planted  in  his  honor.  Every  Unit  has  co-operated 
with  the  sale  of  poppies  and  have  had  a  speaker  or  program  on 
National  Defense.  Eighty  per  cent  have  given  a  school  award; 
almost  every  Unit  has  studied  and  made  a  survey  of  all  war  orphans 
in  their  community.  About  ninety  per  cent  of  the  Units  have  con¬ 
ducted  a  Fidac  program  of  some  kind.  A  great  number  have  sent 
in  pictures,  dressed  dolls,  and  bought  flags. 

The  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare,  and  Prison  committees  have 
responded  to  the  call  with  whole  hearts,  and  much  good  has  been 
accomplished.  According  to  reports  received,  three  thousand  eight 
hundred  eighty-two  (3,882)  children  have  been  cared  for  during  the 
year,  representing  one  thousand  two  hundred  ninety-four  (1,294) 
families.  Eight  thousand  nine  hundred  eighty  ($8,980.40)  dollars 
and  forty  cents  in  actual  money  spent,  approximately  five  thousand 
($5,000)  dollars  spent  for  clothing,  food,  fuel,  and  other  necessities. 
Almost  one  hundred  per  cent  of  the  Units  reporting  have  contributed 
to  the  Department  and  Special  Rehabilitation  Fund. 

Almost  one  hundred  per  cent  of  the  Units  reporting  reported  a 
community  service  project  for  this  year.  Seventy-five  per  cent  re¬ 
ported  an  unemployment  campaign  as  one  of  their  projects,  thereby 
giving  employment  to  several  thousand  persons  in  this  State.  Ten 
Units  reported  that  a  community  library  had  been  established  as 
their  yearly  project.  Three  Units  reported  a  sewing  room,  and  one 
of  the  Units  worked  305  hours  making  clothing  for  the  needy,  espe¬ 
cially  ex-service  men’s  families.  Five  Units  reported  lunch  room 
projects,  also  milk  for  the  undernourished  school  children.  Many 
Units  answered  the  Red  Cross  call.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
projects  put  on  by  the  different  Units  during  the  year:  Furnishing 
Legion  Hut,  helping  Legion  build  wading  pool  and  five  (5)  acres  of 
land  for  playground;  aided  travelers;  help  establish  parks  and  play¬ 
ground;  bird  bath  and  bench  in  Memorial  Park;  help  care  for  sick 
family;  put  on  a  cotton  show;  supports  a  family  of  five;  George 
Washington  Bicentennial  worked  out  in  full;  town  library  was 
launched  by  Newton;  cotton  project;  calico  ball;  poster  contest; 
membership  pins;  drink  more  milk  campaign;  beautifying  grass 
plots  in  town;  garden  clubs  for  city  parks;  fashion  show  (cotton); 
vegetable  garden  for  the  needy;  securing  a  swimming  instructor 
for  July. 
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Community  service  has  surely  made  many  communities  a  better 
place  to  live,  for  at  least  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  Units  reported 
tree  planting,  especially  the  Washington  Elm,  which  means  that 
hundreds  of  trees  have  been  planted  to  add  beauty,  pleasure,  and 
comfort  to  many  cities  and  towns.  Many  Units  have  co-operated 
in  clean-up  campaign  and  have  helped  the  Post  in  establishing  play¬ 
grounds,  war  memorials,  Legion  huts.  Forty-five  Units  reported  that 
they  had  sponsored  a  positive  health  campaign,  thirty  Units  have 
either  sponsored  or  co-operated  in  organizing  a  Girl  Scout  troop, 
Campfire  Group,  or  Girls  Reserves  in  their  towns.  Twenty-five 
Units  sponsored  or  helped  in  a  safety  week.  Ninety  per  cent  helped 
in  the  unemployment  campaign.  Almost  every  Unit  helped  in  get¬ 
ting  the  graves  of  all  veterans  registered,  also  compiled  a  list  of  all 
Gold  Star  Mothers.  Eighty  per  cent  co-operated  with  the  Post  in 
its  recreational  camps.  Twenty  Units  planted  a  Flanders  Field 
poppy  plot,  and  a  few  reported  a  miniature  “Flanders  Field”  as  a 
publicity  to  the  poppy  sale,  also  a  memorial.  Raleigh’s  and  Colum¬ 
bia’s  miniature  field  received  a  great  deal  of  publicity.  Forty  Units 
reported  that  they  had  sponsored  “Wear  More  Cotton  Campaign” 
with  excellent  results.  One  Unit  reported  a  calico  ball,  which  had 
wonderful  results.  A  great  number  of  cotton  fashion  shows  were 
reported.  Twenty  Units  reported  that  they  had  observed  Responsi¬ 
bility  Day,  March  17,  with  the  launching  of  some  project;  as  Newton 
launched  the  Library  Project  on  that  day,  Columbia  put  on  a  First 
Aid  Demonstration  and  invited  the  public. 

There  are  twelve  active  Junior  organizations  in  this  Department. 
Ten  Units  sent  in  with  their  questionnaire  the  600-word  article  com¬ 
peting  for  the  National  Trophy. 

Fifteen  Units  reported  that  they  were  Standard  Units.  They  are: 

Andrew  Jackson,  No.  87;  High  Point;  Burk,  No.  21,  Morganton; 
Dixon,  No.  48,  Asheboro;  Donnerson  Hawkins,  No.  24,  New  Bern; 

Dunn-Erwin,  No.  59,  Dunn;  Franklinton,  No . ,  Franklinton, 

N.  C.;  Gaston,  No.  23,  Gastonia;  Hornets  Nest,  No.  9,  Charlotte; 
Lee,  No.  16,  Sanford;  Melvin  Deese,  No.  27,  Monroe;  Otis  D.  Green, 
Kings  Mountain;  Raleigh,  No.  1,  Raleigh;  Scuppernong,  No.  182, 
Columbia;  Wilder  I.  Gresham,  No.  66,  Mooresville;  William 
Shaw,  No.  38,  Weldon. 

Five  reported  as  superior  Units:  Clyde  Bolling,  No.  55,  Winston- 
Salem;  Durham,  superior  in  everything  but  membership;  Hender¬ 
son,  No.  60,  Henderson;  Newton,  No.  16,  Newton;  Walter  B.  Ellis, 
No.  63,  Burlington. 
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The  following  reports  are  being  sent  to  National: 

1.  Gaston  Post,  No.  23,  Gastonia,  N.  C. 

2.  Andrew  Jackson,  No.  87,  High  Point,  N.  C. 

3.  Durham  Post,  No.  7,  Durham,  N.  C.  (They  left  off  their  name.) 

When  our  beloved  President,  Mrs.  Perry,  honored  me  by  asking 
me  to  serve  in  this  particular  capacity  I  resolved  to  make  this  a 
worth-while  year  in  community  service  and  Unit  activities,  but 
because  of  illness  in  my  family  I  have  not  been  able  to  carry  out 
my  plans.  However,  due  to  the  beautiful  co-operation  of  the  various 
Units  of  the  Department  some  constructive  work  has  been  accom¬ 
plished.  I  am  most  appreciative  of  the  splendid  co-operation  given 
me  by  the  Unit  Presidents.  They  have  been  most  helpful. 

It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  be  associated  with  Mrs.  Perry,  our 
President,  and  to  her  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  and  grati¬ 
tude  for  her  aid  and  encouragement.  My  only  regret  is  that  I  did 
not  do  more. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sabra  E.  Sykes, 

(Miss  Sabra  E.  Sykes) 

Department  Community  Service  and 
Unit  Activities  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  EDUCATION  FOR  WAR  ORPHANS 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary: 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  manifested  throughout  most 
of  the  Units  an  earnest  desire  and  effort  to  promote  the  education 
of  our  war  orphan  boys  and  girls. 

We  have  been  seriously  handicapped  by  the  financial  depression; 
the  contributions  to  the  Nannie  Norfleet  Education  Loan  Fund 
showing  this  most  keenly,  but  withal  our  educational  program  has 
steadily  gone  forward. 

The  six  boys  and  girls  who  were  in  universities  and  colleges 
this  past  year  by  means  of  our  scholarships  and  money  from  the 
Loan  Fund;  all  did  good  work.  One,  Louise  Crawford,  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  N.  C.,  finished  at  an  art  and  designing  school  in  Philadelphia. 
The  others  expect  to  continue  in  their  respective  schools  next  fall. 

Through  a  survey  made  by  means  of  questionnaires  sent  to  150 
war  orphans  in  March,  I  find  among  those  who  finished  high  school 
in  May,  eight  desiring  to  go  to  college  in  September. 

Two  have  been  contacted  and  assistance  given  for  securing  state 
scholarships.  The  others  are  being  arranged  for. 

Many  inquiries  are  being  made  in  connection  with  borrowing 
from  the  Loan  Fund. 
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Eight  scholarships,  other  than  those  legislated  in  state  schools, 
are  available.  One  in  New  York  School  of  Fine  and  Applied  Arts, 
another  in  New  York  for  post  graduate  work. 

It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  note  from  the  seventy-odd  question¬ 
naires  returned  by  Unit  Presidents  and  Education  Chairmen,  the 
many  ways  they  have  promoted  the  education  of  our  boys  and  girls. 
Thirty-six  Units  reported  contributions  sent  to  the  Nannie  Nor¬ 
fleet  Education  Loan  Fund. 

The  Junior  Auxiliary  of  Raleigh  contributed  $5  to  the  Education 
Fund. 

With  the  renewed  enthusiasm  which  has  been  so  much  in  evi¬ 
dence,  for  providing  our  war  orphans  with  an  adequate  education, 
we  are  evidently  keeping  in  mind  the  thought  “Education  is  the 
chief  defense  of  nations.” 

Now  to  our  President,  Mrs.  Perry,  Unit  and  education  chairmen, 
and  all  of  you  who  have  rallied  so  nobly  to  the  cause  of  educating 
our  boys  and  girls,  I  extend  my  most  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  P.  Judd  (Mrs.  E.  C.), 
Department  Chairman  Education  of  War  Orphans. 

FID  AC' 

When  our  beloved  President  honored  me  by  naming  me  Chair¬ 
man  of  Fidac,  I  was  frank  to  admit  that  I  knew  very  little  of  the 
meaning  of  Fidac;  however,  I  told  her  that  I  was  willing  to  learn, 
and  so  I  feel  that  we  have  all  studied  together,  this  most  impor¬ 
tant  phase  of  our  work. 

I  regret  to  report  that  only  61  questionnaires  have  been  returned 
to  me.  These  show  excellent  work.  A  great  majority  of  the  Units 
show  that  one  or  more  programs  have  been  given  on  Fidac.  The 
Junior  Auxiliaries  have  taken  part  in  several  Units  giving  page¬ 
ants.  One  Unit  participated  in  the  naturalization  of  four  aliens, 
presenting  flags  to  each  alien.  Another  Unit  bought  Fidac  flags, 
one  Unit  reports  that  they  look  after  all  their  foreign  born.  Por¬ 
tugal,  the  country  in  which  our  next  Fidac  Congress  is  to  be  held, 
has  been  studied  extensively.  Another  Unit  reports  having  had  a 
prominent  speaker  give  an  address  on  “Fidac:  What  It  Is.”  I 
feel  that  much  constructive  work  has  been  done  in  Fidac  this  year, 
due  to  the  beautiful  co-operation  of  the  Units.  I  sincerely  appreci¬ 
ate  this  wonderful  work. 

I  have  sent  out  three  bulletins,  attended  the  16th  District  Meet¬ 
ing  in  December  in  Newton,  also  the  17th  District  Meeting  in 
December  in  Lenoir.  I  attended  the  Fourth  Area  Conference  in 
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Mooresville,  at  which  time  a  Fidac  pageant  was  sponsored  by 
Units  of  the  16th  District.  I  also  attended  the  Post  Officers  Con¬ 
ference  in  Winston-Salem  and  have  visited  several  Units.  At  all 
of  these  meetings  I  have  endeavored  to  outline  the  work  of  Fidac. 

The  Units  have  responded  beautifully  to  sending  post  cards. 
Nearly  two  hundred  cards  have  been  sent  from  the  various  Units, 
and  I  am  sure  that  our  President  will  be  proud  to  carry  with  her 
to  the  National  Convention  this  book  of  lovely  scenes  of  North 
Carolina.  I  hope  that  every  one  of  you  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  look  at  this  book  before  the  Convention  closes.  It  is  sent  from 
National  to  a  Library  in  Paris. 

The  costume  dolls  are  most  interesting.  I  deeply  appreciate  the 
co-operation  of  the  Units.  Mooresville  deserves  much  praise  for 
dressing  ten  dolls,  one  to  represent  each  of  the  allied  countries. 

Twenty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  has  been  donated  to  the 
National  Fidac  Fund. 

The  Fidac  pageant,  “The  Allies  Speak,”  which  was  given  at  the 
Area  Conference  in  Mooresville,  is  being  given  at  the  Convention. 

Assuring  you  that  it  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  serve  you  as 
Fidac  Chairman,  and  acknowledging  with  grateful  appreciation 
the  co-operation  received  from  each  Unit,  I  respectfully  submit 
this  report. 

Wilhelmina  W.  Frans  (Mrs.  Lee  P.). 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE— 1932 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  held  in  Louis- 
burg  just  preceding  the  first  Executive  Board  meeting  of  the  year, 
at  which  time  the  1932  budget  was  prepared.  Two  members  of  the 
committee  were  present.  After  a  review  of  the  financial  standing 
of  the  Department  and  a  careful  estimate  of  the  anticipated  reve¬ 
nue,  the  budget  was  prepared  by  practicing  every  economy  possible 
that  would  not  retard  the  work  of  the  Department.  The  budget  was 
accepted  by  the  Executive  Committee  as  prepared. 

On  December  17th  the  First  National  Bank  of  Louisburg,  the 
Department  depository,  closed  its  doors  and  it  became  necessary 
for  the  Finance  Committee  to  send  out  an  S.  O.  S.  to  the  Units 
asking  them  to  pay  all  obligations  to  date,  and  in  advance  if  pos¬ 
sible,  in  order  that  the  various  phases  of  Auxiliary  work  might 
continue  without  interruption.  The  Finance  Committee  is  very 
grateful  for  the  prompt  and  whole-hearted  response  made  by  the 
Units.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  $2,000  has  been  paid  to  the 
Department,  and  there  is  every  indication  that  the  entire  amount 
tied  up  in  the  failure  will  be  refunded  before  the  close  of  the 
administration.  Before  the  second  meeting  of  this  committee, 
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Mrs.  L.  G.  Herring,  of  Wilson,  tendered  her  resignation  and  Miss 
Nannie  Dodson,  of  Winston-Salem,  was  appointed  by  the  President 
to  fill  her  unexpired  term. 

Three  other  meetings  of  the  Finance  Committee  have  been  held 
in  Winston-Salem,  Raleigh  and  Asheville,  at  which  time  the  finances 
of  the  Department  have  been  carefully  reviewed  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  made  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

As  a  whole  the  Units  have  done  wonderfully  well  in  meeting 
their  obligations  and  have  been  generous  in  their  contributions, 
but  there  are  some  Units  that  do  not  seem  to  feel  any  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  success  of  the  Department  program. 

In  this  connection  we  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  National 
Rehabilitation  tax  for  more  than  900  members  has  not  been  paid. 
This  is  an  assessment  imposed  by  National  and  must  be  met  by 
each  Unit.  Are  you  one  of  the  delinquents? 

Three  times  this  year  your  attention  has  been  called,  by  bulletins 
and  questionnaire,  to  the  financial  obligations  of  each  Unit.  It 
was  urged  that  these  be  met  before  Convention,  but  in  case  you 
have  failed  to  meet  this  request,  be  sure  that  you  pay  all  assess¬ 
ments  before  the  close  of  the  administration  so  that  your  Unit 
can  remain  in  good  standing. 

Last  year  you  were  asked  to  reduce  your  central  fund  contribu¬ 
tions  one-third  and  divert  this  amount  to  Department  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  and  Rehabilitation.  This  request  was  based  on  a  careful 
survey  of  the  financial  situation  and  the  Department  needed  your 
co-operation,  but  we  are  sorry  to  report  that  most  of  the  Units 
failed  to  comply,  but  cut  their  appropriations  much  more  than 
33  1-3  per  cent,  and  in  nearly  every  case  failed  to  increase  their 
appropriation  for  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation.  As  a  result 
it  has  become  necessary  for  the  Finance  Committee  to  recommend 
to  the  Executive  Committee  that  the  Auxiliary’s  support  to  the 
Oteen  clinic  be  cut  to  $75  per  month  next  year  and  all  assistance 
to  Units  for  local  work  be  discontinued  for  the  balance  of  this  year. 
Also  it  was  recommended  that  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Aux¬ 
iliary  meet  with  the  finance  committee  of  the  Legion  and  the  joint 
Department  Child  Welfare  Committee  immediately  after  appoint¬ 
ment,  and  work  out  a  plan  for  the  future  operation  of  the  Oteen 
clinic  with  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  moneys  handled  in  its 
operation  must  pass  through  the  books  of  either  the  Legion  or 
Auxiliary  in  order  to  conform  to  the  financial  regulations  of  the 
latter. 

It  was  further  recommended  that  the  Rehabilitation  budget  for 
the  present  year  be  cut  $550  because  of  lack  of  support  by  the 
Units.  These  recommendations  were  accepted  by  the  Executive 
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Committee  as  the  solution  of  our  present  financial  difficulties,  but 
with  the  hope  that  another  year  would  find  the  Units  more  re¬ 
sponsive  to  the  Department  programs  for  Rehabilitation  and  Child 
Welfare. 

The  Finance  Committee  realizes  that  this  has  been  a  hard  year 
for  many  of  the  Units,  due  to  bank  failures,  etc.,  but  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  had  the  same  experience  and  is  entirely  dependent  on 
the  Units  for  existence  while  the  Units  have  various  ways  of 
increasing  their  revenue.  With  this  in  mind,  the  Department 
Finance  Committee  is  preparing  for  you  a  bulletin  containing  an 
exchange  of  money-making  ideas  which  will  be  distributed  before 
the  close  of  this  administration  to  help  the  Units  in  their  financial 
plans  for  next  year. 

Your  Finance  Committee  urges  the  co-operation  of  every  Aux¬ 
iliary  member  in  supporting  the  Auxiliary  News,  either  by  securing 
advertisements  or  subscriptions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Florence  B.  Iseley, 

Finance  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  LEGISLATIVE  DEPARTMENT 

Only  twenty-five  per  cent  of  our  Units  returned  the  questionnaire 
sent  to  them  in  regard  to  their  legislative  work.  I  appreciate  the 
co-operation  of  these  Units,  and  especially  those  who  included  legis¬ 
lative  month  in  their  programs  and  stressed  the  importance  of 
same. 

This  year  the  work  has  been  unusually  important  in  that  Con¬ 
gress  has  had  under  consideration  so  many  bills  affecting  the 
veterans.  Some  have  been  passed  and  some  rejected.  Two  of  the 
most  important,  the  Widows  and  Orphans  bill  and  the  creation  of 
the  Senate  Veterans  Committee,  have  passed  the  House,  and  we  are 
now  anxiously  awaiting  the  passage  of  same  in  the  Senate.  Your 
Department  Chairman  has  contacted  each  Senator  and  Congress¬ 
man  from  this  State,  and  their  replies  were  favorable  to  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  veterans. 

I  thank  the  Units  who  realized  the  importance  of  contacting  the 
Senators  and  Congressmen  from  their  districts  and  trust  that  their 
efforts  and  mine  have  added  votes  to  our  veterans’  legislation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mildred  W.  Malone  (Mrs.  J.  E.,  Jr.), 

Legislative  Chairman. 
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MEMBERSHIP  REPORT,  1932 

As  Membership  Chairman  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
I  am  happy  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  1931-1932: 

An  increased  membership  has  been  our  desire  throughout  the 
year.  The  first  membership  drive  was  conducted  between  October 
20  and  December  27,  1931.  Twenty-two  Units  were  awarded  Na¬ 
tional  citations  on  the  bases  that  their  entire  1931  membership  or 
the  equivalent  thereto  was  enrolled  on  December  27,  1931,  their 
names  and  dues  for  same  being  transmitted  to  the  National  Treas¬ 
urer,  postmarked  December  31,  1931.  A  list  of  these  are  included 
in  the  Trophies  and  Award  report. 

In  the  very  beginning  of  the  membership  year  the  covered 
wagons  and  all  supplies  for  travel  on  the  great  Oregon  Trail  were 
supplied  each  Unit,  and  though  some  Units  found  it  difficult  to 
keep  out  of  the  mud  and  to  keep  all  parts  of  the  wagons  working 
together  for  progress,  yet  I  am  happy  to  say  that  we  are  well  on 
our  way  to  Oregon  with  5,467  members,  and  I  am  sure  that  we 
will  get  there  in  due  time  for  the  National  Convention. 

Three  Units  have  been  organized  this  year  and  another  has  paid 
membership  dues  for  21  members  and  is  working  on  the  charter 
application.  The  new  active  Units  are  Chadbourn,  Burnsville  and 
Thomasville,  Lillington  being  the  Unit  that  has  applied  for  charter. 
All  of  these  Units  have  accomplished  wonderful  things  and  are 
wide-awake  Units. 

The  First,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth  and  Eighteenth  Districts  have 
far  exceeded  their  quota. 

For  the  fourth  consecutive  year,  Raleigh  Unit  No.  1  retains  the 
honor  of  being  the  largest  Unit  in  the  Department. 

Oteen  has  more  than  tripled  its  1931  membership  while  Monroe 
has  more  than  doubled  theirs. 

To  Canton  and  Belmont  go  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  enroll 

membership  equal  to  that  of  last  year.  Canton  had  a  1931  mem¬ 

bership  of  less  than  50  and  Belmont  more  than  50. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Winslow,  First  District  Committeewoman,  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Hendricks,  Eighteenth  District  Committeewoman,  hold 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  enroll  the  1932  quota  for  the  respec¬ 
tive  districts — Miss  Winslow  with  a  district  of  less  than  250  mem¬ 
bers  and  Mrs.  Hendricks  with  more  than  250  members. 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Shumway,  Fourteenth  District  Committeewoman, 
deserves  much  credit  for  the  organization  of  the  Unit  at  Thomas¬ 
ville  with  a  charter  roll  of  57  and  all  blanks  completed  before 

coming  to  the  Department  office. 
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Thirty-one  Units  have  enrolled  their  1932  quota.  They  are  as 
follows  (10  per  cent  increase  over  last  year’s  membership) : 


Asheville 

Belmont 

Burlington 

Black  Mountain 

Canton 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Edenton 

Elizabeth  City 

Fayetteville 

Farmville 


Franklinton 

Greensboro 

Hickory 

Henderson 

High  Point 

Kinston 

Lenoir 

Leaksville-Spray 

Lincolnton 

Monroe 

Mooresville 


Mount  Holly 

Newton 

Oteen 

Reidsville 

Sanford 

Statesville 

Southern  Pines 

Taylorsville 

White  ville 


Twelve  Units  equaled  their  1931  membership.  They  are  as  follows: 


Burgaw 
Chapel  Hill 
China  Grove 
Concord 


Davidson  Rutherfordton 

Kings  Mountain  Shelby 

North  Wilkesboro  Tarboro 

Pittsboro  Warsaw 


A  number  of  trophies  and  awards  were  offered  this  year  which 
goes  to  prove  the  deeply  interested  individuals  in  this  phase  of  the 
work.  The  list  of  these  awards  and  the  names  of  the  winners  may 
be  found  in  the  Trophies  and  Awards  report. 

Several  Area  Chairmen  and  District  Committeewomen  gave 
awards  for  membership  in  their  respective  Areas  and  Districts. 

I  wish  to  commend  Miss  Julia  McNeill,  Junior  Auxiliary  Chair¬ 
man,  for  her  work  with  this  phase  of  membership.  We  have  today 
222  Junior  members  in  the  State,  this  number  having  increased  45 
since  last  year. 

It  has  been  my  happy  privilege  to  attend  the  Executive  Committee 
meetings  and  the  Second  Area  Conference  at  Wilmington,  and  I 
thoroughly  appreciate  the  co-operation  at  all  times  and  the  interest 
shown  in  the  membership  of  the  Auxiliary.  I  have  issued  member¬ 
ship  bulletins  and  tried  to  encourage  larger  membership  throughout 
the  State  during  the  year.  It  is  you  Unit  Chairmen,  officers  and 
members  who  deserve  the  credit  for  the  enrollment  of  5,467  members 
for  1932,  and  though  this  is  not  our  full  quota  for  the  year,  your 
membership  chairman  is  not  unmindful  of  your  efforts,  and  I  do  not 
feel  that  we  are  any  the  less  interested,  but  that  the  shortage  is  due 
to  economic  conditions. 

To  all  of  you  I  am  sincerely  grateful  for  your  splendid  work  and 
co-operation.  Respectfully  submitted, 

(Miss)  Arelia  Adams, 
Department  Membership  Chairman. 
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MUSIC  REPORT 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  your  Department  Music  Chairman  brings 
to  you  the  following  report: 

There  have  been  forty  questionnaires  filled  in  and  returned  to  me. 
Out  of  this  number  thirty-six  have  music  chairmen,  namely:  Golds¬ 
boro,  High  Point,  Chapel  Hill,  Edenton,  Oteen,  Raleigh,  Belmont, 
Mooresville,  Monroe,  Concord,  Durham,  Clinton,  Asheville,  Burling¬ 
ton,  Asheboro,  Morehead  City,  Tarboro,  Gastonia,  Columbia,  David¬ 
son,  Wilmington,  Statesville,  Kings  Mountain,  Greenville,  New  Bern, 
Charlotte,  Oxford,  Newton,  Louisburg,  Reidsville,  St.  Pauls,  Siler 
City,  Winston-Salem,  Rocky  Mount,  Henderson,  Weldon,  and  Lum- 
berton.  I  feel  sure  that  there  are  others  who  have  not  reported. 

All  of  the  Units  are  using  the  “Star  Spangled  Banner”  at  regular 
meetings  and  have  memorized  it.  Also  “America”  and  “America  the 
Beautiful,”  along  with  the  popular  war  songs,  are  being  used. 

There  were  nineteen  Units  in  the  State  to  observe  National  Music 
Week.  Special  music  rendered  for  Memorial  Day  and  Armistice  Day 
programs. 

A  glee  club  has  been  organized  at  High  Point.  They  have  also 
organized  a  trio  and  quartet.  Kings  Mountain,  Durham  and  Monroe 
have  each  organized  a  quartet  and  Raleigh  a  trio. 

The  Units  have  shown  unusual  interest  in  music  during  the  past 
year. 

It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  serve  the  Department  as  Music 
Chairman,  and  in  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  thank  each  Unit 
President  and  individual  member  for  their  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gladys  G.  Barbour  (Mrs.  F.  H.), 

Department  Music  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE  FOR  1932 

As  your  National  Defense  Chairman  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report: 

Several  bulletins  have  been  distributed  to  every  Unit  in  the  State 
urging  interest  in  this  vital  phase  of  Auxiliary  activity.  One  bulle¬ 
tin  was  sent  out  prior  to  the  National  Defense  Conference  and  a 
detailed  account  of  the  Conference  was  written,  which  report  was 
bulletined  to  the  Units  and  also  printed  in  our  Auxiliary  newspaper. 
A  number  of  addresses  on  National  Defense  have  been  delivered  by 
Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  Department  President;  Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew,  16th 
District  Committeewoman  and  your  Chairman,  all  three  of  whom 
attended  the  Conference  at  Washington.  A  number  of  letters  on 
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National  Defense  have  been  written  to  Units  desiring  additional 
information  and  much  newspaper  publicity  secured  from  outstand¬ 
ing  newspapers  in  the  State. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  this  has  been  a  year  of  depression  and  re¬ 
pression,  National  Defense,  a  subject  of  national  and  international 
dispute,  has  not  borne  the  fruition  desired  and  expected.  Adequate 
national  defense  is  the  hope  and  prayer  of  all  liberty-loving  and 
liberty-striving  people  of  this  country  and  is  the  only  safeguard  of 
peace  and  freedom. 

Sixty  Units  have  to  date  reported  on  National  Defense;  forty  of 
these  Units  doing  splendid  work  along  these  lines  in  sponsoring  pro¬ 
grams  and  addresses,  C.  M.  T.  C.  Camps,  R.  O.  T.  C'.  training,  and 
urging  action  against  the  menace  of  Communism. 

We  would  recommend  that  Units  give  more  time  and  thought  to 
National  Defense  and  Communism,  acquainting  themselves  with  the 
bills  on  these  subjects  both  in  the  House  and  Senate  and  urge  your 
representatives  to  sponsor  such  measures  along  these  lines  as  are 
beneficial  to  the  country  and  which  measures  the  American  Legion 
and  Auxiliary  endorses. 

I  wish  to  especially  commend  the  following  Units  for  their  Na¬ 
tional  Defense  activity:  Belmont,  Kings  Mountain,  Newton,  Green¬ 
ville,  Monroe,  Morehead  City,  Durham,  Columbia,  Shelby,  Hickory, 
Charlotte  and  Greensboro. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  thank  our  beloved  Department  President, 
Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  and  our  Department  Secretary,  Miss  Adams,  for 
their  guidance  and  co-operation  and  to  Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew,  16th 
District  Committeewoman,  without  whom  I  could  not  have  carried 
on  the  work  of  my  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Mrs.  A.  S.)  Minnie  L.  Karesh. 

POPPY  REPORT 

For  the  past  two  years  the  poppies  sold  in  North  Carolina  have 
been  made,  under  the  direction  of  the  Auxiliary,  by  the  families  of 
non-compensated  men  at  Oteen. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  sixty-five  Unit 
poppy  chairmen  for  sending  in  their  reports  so  promptly.  To  the 
remaining  thirty-eight  chairmen  I  would  like  to  get  a  promise  that 


you  will  do  better  next  year. 

Number  of  Units  selling  poppies .  103 

Number  of  small  poppies  manufactured .  130,475 

Number  of  large  poppies  manufactured .  1,410 

Number  of  small  poppies  sold .  130,000 

Number  of  large  poppies  sold .  1,285 

Number  of  Units  sponsoring  poster  contest .  20 
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Several  Posts  also  sold  poppies. 

After  studying  the  reports  I  feel  that  the  following  Units  deserve 
especial  mention: 

To  Black  Mountain  goes  the  honor  of  selling  the  largest  number 
of  poppies  according  to  population.  With  a  population  of  750  they 
sold  700  poppies. 

Columbia,  with  a  population  of  1,000,  sold  700  small  poppies. 

Burlington,  with  a  population  of  10,000,  sold  2,500  small  poppies 
and  40  dozen  large  ones. 

Raleigh,  with  a  population  of  37,000,  sold  7,200  small  poppies. 

Fayetteville,  with  a  population  of  15,000,  sold  2,323  small  poppies 
and  30  dozen  large  ones. 

The  Enfield  Post  donated  their  entire  poppy  sale  proceeds  to  the 
Department  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation. 

I  wish  to  extend  good  wishes  to  the  poppy  department  of  all 
Units.  You  have  done  a  noble  work,  and  it  has  been  a  pleasure  and 
honor  to  have  served  with  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Claude  T.  Bowers, 
Department  Poppy  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  PUBLICITY  CHAIRMAN 

Publicity  in  the  Department  this  year  has  been  threefold:  the 
minor  but  very  important  project  of  trying  to  place  the  Auxiliary 
and  Legion  national  magazines  in  our  college  libraries,  an  effort 
to  get  the  wTork  of  the  Department  and  the  Units  before  the  public 
through  the  press,  the  establishment  of  an  Auxiliary  publication  for 
the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Judging  from  the  few  Units  reporting  subscriptions  to  our  na¬ 
tional  magazines  for  their  local  colleges,  this  effort  may  have  been 
a  gesture,  a  gesture,  however,  in  the  right  direction. 

News  articles  submitted  to  the  press  on  Department  Headquar¬ 
ters  and  Unit  activities  have  been  sent  to  the  twenty-eight  daily 
papers  in  the  State  with  the  exception  of  once  or  twice,  when  they 
were  sent  to  the  morning  papers.  Their  co-operation,  so  far  as  I  can 
find  out,  has  been  excellent.  Such  news  items  have  not  been  numer¬ 
ous,  but  they  have  been  well  received.  The  poppy  publicity  material 
from  National  Headquarters  has  been  unusually  good  and  the  clip¬ 
pings  and  reports  would  indicate  that  local  and  national  publicity  is 
playing  an  increasingly  large  part  in  poppy  sales.  The  Department 
and  Units  have  been  mentioned  in  the  National  Bulletin  twelve 
times. 
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Eighty-one  of  the  hundred  and  four  Units  returned  their  reports. 
Of  these,  seventy-seven  advertised  their  meetings  before  and  after 
being  held.  Sixty-three  reported  one  hundred  per  cent  co-operation 
with  their  local  papers.  Forty-two  are  keeping  scrap-books  and 
about  forty-five  are  represented  in  the  Department  Scrap-book,  which 
holds  more  than  seven  thousand  inches  of  clippings. 

With  the  assistance  of  an  indulgent  mother  to  care  for  the  chil¬ 
dren,  and  an  indulgent  husband  to  satisfy  the  printer,  I  have  edited 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Sexes  through  three  complete  edi¬ 
tions  until  it  has  now  reached  the  place  where  each  Unit  can  judge 
its  worth  and  its  possibilities,  and  will  accept,  I  hope,  its  financial 
responsibilities.  It  has  been  impossible  for  one  person,  living  out¬ 
side  a  large  trade  center,  to  secure  advertising  sufficient  to  pay  ex¬ 
penses.  I  still  feel  that  advertising  can  be  made  to  bear  the  entire 
expense  of  the  publication,  but  the  Unit  subscription  list  seems  to 
be  the  most  popular  plan,  judging  from  the  Unit  reports.  The  De¬ 
partment  has  paid  the  postage  on  the  paper  for  the  issues  of  May, 
June  and  July.  To  date  the  amount  received  from  advertising  is 
§5.80.  An  additional  $8.80  will  be  collected  as  well  as  one  subscrip¬ 
tion  each  from  the  two  periodicals  advertised. 

As  a  booster  sheet  for  the  publicity  work  this  year  the  infinite 
amount  of  time  and  work  and  the  small  amount  of  money  put  into 
this  paper  would  hardly  seem  justifiable,  but  with  the  assurance 
that  the  Units  in  the  Asheville  Convention  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  accept  or  reject  the  paper  as  a  Department  publication,  with  an 
abiding  faith  in  the  aims  and  ideals  of  the  American  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary,  and  the  conviction  that  a  Department  publication  will  assist 
in  carrying  these  aims  and  ideals  forward,  both  within  and  with¬ 
out  the  organization,  no  effort  of  which  we  are  capable  would  seem 
too  great  to  expend  in  its  behalf. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Mrs.  I.  T.)  Hazel  Abmstroxg  Valextixe. 

REHABILITATION  REPORT,  1931-1932 

Madam  President,  Distinguished  Guests  and  Members  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary: 

Through  the  fine  co-operation  of  the  Units,  the  Rehabilitation 
work  has  been  carried  out  in  a  very  systematic  manner.  Your 
chairman  has  written  over  six  hundred  letters  and  cards.  Answered 
all  inquiries  promptly  and,  to  the  best  of  her  ability,  all  records 
have  been  carefully  filed. 
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The  following  is  a  detailed  record  of  the  year’s  work: 

792  cases  helped. 

2,156  individuals  helped. 

$3,030.29  (actual  money  spent). 

$3,743.06  (value  of  food,  clothing). 

65  North  Carolina  men  on  other  States  contacted. 

This  report  covers  the  work  of  76  Units,  the  others  having  failed 
to  report  up  to  July  11th. 

It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  work  as  your  Rehabilitation  Chair¬ 
man  this  year.  The  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  and  the  untiring 
efforts  in  behalf  of  our  ex-service  men  has  added  greatly  to  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  year’s  work,  and  it  has  been  a  matter  of  joy  and  pride  to 
me.  I  appreciate  the  many  hours  given  to  this  work,  and  I  know  it 
is  the  sincere  interest  in  our  disabled  men  that  has  given  you  the 
courage  and  strength  to  carry  through  the  year’s  activities. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ruby  P.  Johnson  (Mrs.  Prank  L.). 

MEMORIAL  REPORT  OP  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary: 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  bring  you  the  1932  memorial  report  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Fine  reports  were  sent  in  by  77  Units,  most  of  which  joined  their 
Posts  in  observing  Armistice  Day  and  Memorial  Day  with  appropri¬ 
ate  services.  Flags  and  wreaths  were  placed  on  the  graves  of  over 
1,200  deceased  former  service  men  and  women.  Sixty  Units  reported 
placing  flags  on  the  graves  from  once  to  five  times  during  this  year. 
Forty-four  Units  placed  large  poppies  in  the  churches  of  their  cities 
the  Sunday  before  Armistice  Day  and  requested  the  pastor  to  call 
attention  to  the  day. 

Our  memorial  slogan  is  “A  headstone  for  every  unmarked  grave,” 
and  I  am  glad  to  announce  fifty-eight  graves  have  been  marked  this 
year  with  the  government  head-stones  and  seventy-eight  graves  have 
been  marked  with  the  American  Legion  emblem. 

Seventy-one  graves  of  former  service  men  and  women  have  been 
registered  with  the  Adjutant  General  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  Ten  Units 
registered  their  deceased  veterans  at  county  courthouse. 

The  Lumberton  Unit  is  caring  for  plot,  placing  seats  and  planted 
poppies  around  Legion  Monument  in  Legion  Park.  They  have 
planted  a  tree  to  be  lighted  at  Christmas  time. 

Concord  Unit  reported  five  boxes  of  home-made  mints  and  a  poppy 
were  sent  to  every  ex-service  man  from  Cabarrus  County  who  were 
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in  the  hospital  on  Memorial  Day,  also  our  eighteen  nurses  on  Ward 
No.  1,  Oteen,  were  appropriately  remembered  on  that  day. 

Charlotte  has  placed  a  second  bed  in  semi-charity  room  at  the 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  also  a  bird  bath  and  bench  will  be  placed  in 
the  War  Mothers’  Memorial  Garden  this  summer.  Both  of  these 
will  be  to  the  memory  of  the  boys  from  Mecklenburg  County  who 
gave  their  lives  in  service  during  the  World  War. 

The  Junior  Auxiliary  of  St.  Paul  planted  a  memorial  poppy  bed 
on  a  vacant  lot  uptown.  Prom  this  bed  they  gave  poppies  to  be  used 
in  churches  for  memorial  service.  They  used  some  of  the  poppies  to 
decorate  the  graves  of  veterans.  This  group  of  Juniors  presented 
the  five  Gold  Star  Mothers  with  a  Gold  Star  membership  pin  as  a 
memorial  gift. 

At  this  time  we  pause  to  pay  tribute  to  twenty-six  of  our  beloved 
co-workers  (listed  on  the  following  page)  who  have  passed  into  the 
great  Beyond  since  last  we  met. 

Nannie  Dodson, 
Memorial  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  JUNIOR  AUXILIARY  CHAIRMAN 

As  Chairman  of  the  Junior  Auxiliary  activities,  I  beg  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

We  started  the  present  year  with  eleven  Junior  Auxiliaries,  at¬ 
tached  to  the  following  Units:  Charlotte,  Dunn-Erwin,  High  Point, 
Greensboro,  Greenville,  Newton,  Raleigh,  Statesville,  St.  Pauls, 
Wasliington  and  Winston-Salem.  Greensboro  is  not  active  this  year 
and  reports  no  Junior  members.  Plans  are  being  made  by  that 
Unit  to  reorganize  the  Juniors  next  year  and  get  a  new  start. 

Hickory  and  Oteen  have  been  organized  since  the  year  started 
and  both  are  very  active.  Hickory  has  14  members  and  Oteen  24. 
Oteen  has  the  youngest  member  in  the  Department  and  was  enrolled 
when  she  was  nine  hours  of  age.  They  call  her  their  “Legion  Baby.” 

Charlotte,  with  31  members,  has  the  largest  Junior  Auxiliary  in 
the  Department. 

The  12  Junior  Auxiliaries  mentioned  above  report  193  members 
paid  up  for  1932.  Other  Units  without  Junior  groups  organized 
report  29  Junior  members  enrolled,  giving  a  total  membership  of  222. 

Money  value  of  the  work  reported  by  the  12  groups  amounts  to 
$233.60. 

These  figures  show  an  increase  over  last  year  when  we  had  190 
Junior  members  and  the  work  was  valued  at  $217.95. 

This  record  by  our  Juniors  is  really  remarkable  considering  the 
financial  situation. 

Membership  has  been  stressed  throughout  the  year,  but  no  em¬ 
phasis  has  been  placed  on  the  value  of  Junior  work  from  the  stand- 
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point  of  dollars  and  cents.  But  we  must  teach  our  Juniors  to  treas¬ 
ure  very  highly  the  privilege  of  membership  in  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  and  to  hold  sacred  the  principles  and  purposes  of  the 
organization  as  set  forth  in  the  preamble.  With  this  as  a  founda¬ 
tion  we  will  never  have  to  worry  about  other  phases  of  the  work. 

Details  of  organization  have  been  left  entirely  with  the  Unit  presi¬ 
dents  and  chairmen,  but  a  full  set  of  officers,  along  the  same  line 
as  the  Unit,  have  always  been  advised. 

A  copy  of  the  State  Legion  and  Auxiliary  history  will  be  given 
at  the  convention  to  the  Junior  Auxiliary  doing  the  best  work  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  This  goes  to  Oteen,  honorable  mention  to  St.  Pauls, 
Newton,  Charlotte,  Statesville  and  Winston-Salem. 

A  number  of  bulletins  have  been  issued  during  the  year  to  Unit 
Presidents  and  Junior  chairmen,  and  letters  to  chairmen  too  numer¬ 
ous  to  mention  have  been  written.  All  letters  of  inquiry  have  been 
answered.  An  article  giving  a  resume  of  Junior  activities  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  publication  in  the  Auxiliary  Neivs,  and  appeared  in  the 
June  issue. 

Circumstances  over  which  I  had  no  control  prevented  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  executive  board  meetings  held  during  the  year.  Attended 
the  Third  Area  Conference  held  in  Raleigh  at  which  our  National 
and  Department  presidents  were  distinguished  guests.  Attended  the 
Tenth  District  Meeting  held  at  Dunn  (my  own  district),  and  made 
a  talk  on  Junior  work. 

I  want  to  thank  our  Department  President  and  Secretary  for  help 
given  during  the  year;  also  I  want  to  thank  our  publicity  chair¬ 
man,  Mrs.  I.  T.  Valentine,  for  publicity  given,  and  all  Area  Chair¬ 
men  and  District  Committeewomen  who  co-operated  with  me  in 
my  request  that  separate  reports  on  Junior  activities  given  by  a 
Junior  be  permitted  at  their  meetings.  This  helped  to  bring  Junior 
work  to  the  attention  of  all  the  Units,  and  I  hope  will  encourage 
Junior  organizations  another  year. 

A  number  of  Units  are  planning  to  form  Junior  groups  next  year 
or  as  soon  as  possible.  Two  or  three  have  already  held  meetings 
but  for  various  reasons  could  not  get  the  work  started  at  this  time. 

I  appreciate  the  honor  of  having  served  as  Junior  Chairman  for 
the  past  two  years,  and  hope  that  some  service  has  been  rendered 
the  Department  through  my  efforts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Julia  McNeill, 

(Miss  Julia  McNeill) 

Department  Chairman  of  Junior  Auxiliary . 


July  12,  1932. 
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HOSPITAL  REPORT 
From  July  15,  1931,  to  July  10,  1932 

With  the  submission  of  this  hospital  report  we  complete  a  year  in 
which  the  work  done  by  our  Units  has  been  remarkably  constructive 
and  worth  while.  My  first  thought  is  one  of  sincere  gratitude  to 
our  Units  who  have  made  this  report  possible.  Their  reports  show 
a  fine  appreciation  of  the  significance  and  scope  of  our  hospital  pro¬ 
gram;  also  a  devotion  to  our  disabled  veterans  and  their  dependents. 

Our  Units  have  given  generously  and  whole-heartedly,  despite  the 
general  depression  and  the  number  of  bank  failures  which  occurred 
in  the  eastern  part  of  our  State  during  December  and  January. 

It  was  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to  accompany  Mrs.  Hugh 
Perry,  our  Department  President,  during  her  first  official  visit  to  the 
United  States  Veterans  Hospital,  Oteen,  N.  C.,  at  which  time  she 
visited  the  bedside  of  every  patient. 

I  attended  the  National  Convention  at  Detroit  as  a  delegate,  and 
I  was  privileged  to  attend  the  National  Rehabilitation  Committee 
meeting,  which  was  truly  inspirational,  and  at  the  same  time  fur¬ 
nished  me  with  a  greater  insight  into  our  National  Rehabilitation 
program. 

En  route  from  our  National  Convention  I  visited  the  Edward 
Hines  Hospital  (Veterans  Bureau),  Maywood,  Ill.  This  was  made 
possible  by  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical 
Officer  in  Charge,  United  States  Veterans  Hospital,  Oteen,  N.  C.,  to 
the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  Edward  Hines  Hospital.  I  visited 
several  of  the  wards  where  I  found  former  patients  at  Oteen  who 
had  been  transferred  to  this  hospital.  Every  courtesy  was  shown 
me  during  my  visit  to  this  huge  government  hospital,  which  has  a 
capacity  of  1,500  beds. 

I  was  unable  to  attend  the  first  department  executive  meeting 
of  the  year  held  at  Louisburg,  N.  C.,  due  to  sickness  in  my  family. 

Thanksgiving  Day  our  Units  remembered  the  patients  in  the 
hospital  with  cigarettes,  books  of  stamps  and  various  other  gifts. 
The  department  furnished  Thanksgiving  menu  cards,  which  were 
placed  on  the  dinner  trays  and  also  at  the  places  of  those  who  attend 
mess  hall. 

In  preparation  for  our  Christmas  program,  to  which  we  all  look 
forward  as  the  greatest  holiday  of  the  year,  and  the  best  means  of 
giving  happiness  and  cheer  to  the  patients  in  the  hospital,  your 
chairman  made  a  careful  survey  of  the  entire  hospital  to  ascertain 
from  each  patient  the  gifts  desired. 

Each  Unit  was  furnished  a  list  of  the  patients  assigned  to  them, 
also  the  gifts  requested.  Every  patient  was  the  recipient  of  a  gift. 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


147 


However,  several  Units  sent  checks  to  their  patients  and,  due  to 
bank  failures,  the  checks  failed  to  clear  and  were  uncollectible. 
Later  in  the  year  the  Units  made  these  good,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few,  who  were  without  funds. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Clyde  Bolling  Unit  of  Winston- 
Salem,  lovely  Christmas  menu  cards  were  furnished  for  all  the 
patients,  as  were  Christmas  greeting  cards  from  the  Department. 

The  Asheville  Negro  Post  furnished  $10  worth  of  cigarettes  for 
the  Negro  ward. 

All  Christmas  gifts  sent  to  the  hospital,  unless  designated  for 
some  special  patient,  were  given  to  your  Chairman  by  Col.  H.  C. 
Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in  Charge.  These  articles  were  made  up  in 
attractive  Christmas  packages  and  distributed  to  the  patients  on  the 
receiving  and  negro  wards.  Also  a  new  dollar  bill  was  included 
from  the  Department. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  P.  W.  Woolworth  &  Co.,  100  large,  red 
candles  were  furnished  for  the  tables  in  the  mess  hall,  which  gave 
a  Yuletide  air  of  festivity. 

Your  Chairman  attended  the  Post  Officers’  Conference  held  at 
Winston-Salem.  Immediately  following  this  conference  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Hospital  Committee  met  in  Asheville.  Four  members  of  this 
committee  were  in  attendance,  including  our  Department  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  the  others  were  unable  to  attend,  due  to 
illness.  The  members  of  this  committee  visited  every  patient  in 
the  hospital,  giving  a  word  of  cheer  to  these  men  and  women  who 
are  fighting  so  gallantly  to  regain  their  health. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical  Officer  in 
Charge,  the  members  of  the  Hospital  Committee  were  his  luncheon 
guests  in  the  main  mess  hall  of  the  hospital. 

The  C.  W.  Francy  Unit,  Oteen,  entertained  the  Hospital  Com¬ 
mittee  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  C.  J.  Croxdale,  with  a  beautifully  ap¬ 
pointed  luncheon.  Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  Department  President,  ad¬ 
dressed  the  members  of  the  Unit  immediately  following  the  lun¬ 
cheon.  She  discussed  the  aims  and  purposes,  also  the  various 
branches  of  the  work  as  outlined  by  the  Department  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Your  Chairman  complimented  the  Hospital  Committee  and  a 
group  of  friends,  with  a  dinner  at  the  Manor  Hotel. 

The  lovely  Easter  flowers  and  gifts  to  the  patients  helped  to 
brighten  the  day  considerably  for  them.  Many  of  our  Units  sent 
their  checks  to  me  to  purchase  flowers  for  their  patients,  which  I 
was  delighted  to  do.  In  every  instance  their  paid  invoices  were 
mailed  back  to  them.  Your  Chairman  arranged  for  Easter  greeting 
cards,  with  a  suitable  greeting  from  the  Department  of  North 
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Carolina.  Each  patient  received  one  on  their  dinner  tray  Easter 
Sunday. 

“Mother’s  Day,”  through  the  generosity  and  kindness  of  our 
Units,  600  red  and  white  carnations  were  provided  for  the  patients. 
It  was  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to  distribute  the  carnations 
to  every  patient  in  the  hospital.  The  carnation  orders  received  from 
our  Units  had  my  personal  acknowledgment,  and  all  invoices  were 
mailed  back  to  them  for  their  files. 

Through  the  courtesy  and  kindness  of  a  local  florist,  flowers  are 
donated  very  generously  to  the  hospital.  This  florist  also  subscribed 
a  $5  ad  to  our  Auxiliary  magazine,  which  I  forwarded  to  Mrs.  I.  T. 
Valentine,  Spring  Hope,  N.  C. 

All  purchases  are  made  at  the  Post  Exchange,  with  the  exception 
of  articles  we  are  unable  to  procure  there.  All  invoices  are  itemized 
and  a  10  per  cent  discount  is  given  on  each  article,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  cigarettes. 

The  United  States  Veterans  Hospital,  Oteen,  N.  C'.,  is  giving 
splendid  care  and  attention  to  the  patients  in  their  charge.  The 
medical  skill  and  treatment  cannot  be  excelled.  The  number  of 
patients  registered  at  this  time  varies  from  565  to  575.  This  hos¬ 
pital  will  have  a  capacity  of  852  beds  when  the  E.  and  F.  build¬ 
ings — which  are  under  construction — are  completed.  They  will  be 
turned  over  to  the  Veterans  Administration  for  inspection  and  ap¬ 
proval,  September  28th.  In  all  probability  patients  will  be  admitted 
to  the  new  building  about  November  1st. 

Negro  patients  from  Johnson  City  will  be  transferred  to  this  hos¬ 
pital,  and  the  D.  building  will  be  used  exclusively  for  Negro  patients. 

Your  Chairman  attended  Area  Conference  held  in  Raleigh,  at 
which  time  our  National  President,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Williams,  was  the 
guest  of  the  Department.  Mrs.  Williams’  splendid  message  will 
long  remain  in  the  memory  of  those  in  attendance.  The  charming 
social  affairs  arranged  by  the  Raleigh  Unit  added  much  to  the 
enjoyment  and  pleasure  of  those  present.  Later  in  the  day  we 
motored  to  Rocky  Mount  and  were  the  guests  at  a  beautiful  ban¬ 
quet  sponsored  by  the  Rocky  Mount  Post  and  Unit.  Unfortunate 
circumstances  prevented  us  from  arriving  in  time  for  the  Area 
Conference,  which  was  held  earlier  in  the  afternoon. 

It  was  my  privilege  and  great  pleasure  to  be  a  guest  at  a  banquet 
sponsored  by  the  Hurst  Turner  Post  and  Unit  of  Statesville,  N.  C., 
at  which  time  Department  Commander  Henry  M.  Bourne  and  Mrs. 
Hugh  Perry,  our  Department  President,  delivered  very  interesting 
addresses. 

It  was  a  real  inspiration  to  hear  the  splendid  Unit  reports  given 
during  the  Area  Conference  held  in  Asheville,  which  it  was  my 
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privilege  to  attend,  and  shows  constructive  work  is  being  accom¬ 
plished  by  the  Units  in  this  Area. 

In  the  absence  of  our  Department  President,  who,  due  to  illness 
in  her  family,  was  unable  to  attend  the  Department  Convention 
of  the  Disabled  American  War  Veterans  held  in  Waynesville, 
your  Chairman  was  delegated  to  bring  greetings  from  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Poppy  Day  your  Chairman  distributed  a  poppy  to  every  patient 
in  the  hospital,  with  a  greeting  from  the  Department.  This  little 
memorial  flower  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  has  a  strong 
sentiment  for  the  patients  at  Oteen,  since  they  are  made  by  the 
wives  of  disabled  veterans  in  the  hospital.  It  was  my  pleasant  duty 
to  issue  the  vouchers  to  the  poppy  makers  immediately  upon  receipt 
of  checks  from  our  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Central  Fund 

Through  the  fine  co-operation  and  generosity  of  our  Units  who 
have  contributed  to  this  fund  each  month  we  have  prorated  $2  to 
each  patient  who  is  not  receiving  compensation  or  disability  allow¬ 
ance.  This  provides  their  spending  money,  which  is,  as  many  of 
you  probably  know,  the  only  money  they  have  for  their  personal  use. 
Just  as  soon  as  the  patients  receive  their  disability  allowance  they 
are  taken  off  our  list.  Expressions  of  appreciation  and  gratitude 
are  heard  for  this  cash  treat. 

Your  Chairman  sends  a  statistical  report  of  this  fund  each  month 
to  Department  Headquarters. 

My  accounts  have  been  audited  from  July  9,  1931,  to  July  10, 
1932,  and  the  balance  on  hand  agrees  with  bank  statements.  All 
invoices,  bank  statements  and  canceled  checks  have  been  sent  to 
our  Department  President  for  the  Department  files. 

Your  Chairman  has  written  approximately  twelve  hundred  letters, 
sent  telegrams,  issued  seven  bulletins  and  answered  all  inquiries 
promptly  and  to  the  best  of  her  ability.  All  records  have  been 
carefully  filed. 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  without  an  expression  of  my 
sincere  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  Col.  H.  C.  Dodge,  Medical 
Officer  in  Charge  of  the  United  States  Veterans  Hospital,  for  the 
courteous  manner  and  co-operative  spirit  in  which  he  has  responded 
to  my  appeals  for  advice  and  the  many  helpful  suggestions  which 
he  has  so  kindly  offered  from  time  to  time. 

To  our  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Miss  Adams,  I  de¬ 
sire  to  express  my  appreciation  for  your  courtesies  throughout  the 
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To  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  I  wish  to  pay 
tribute.  You  have  been  a  splendid  leader,  a  true  friend  and  an  in¬ 
spiration  at  all  times  to  help  us  carry  on  this  great  work  of 
“Service.” 

Summary 


Central  Fund  . $  2,714.00 

Rehabilitation  Fund  .  1,115.97 

Unit  Reports  . 7,442.76 

Service  Worker’s  salary .  1,200.00 

Stationery  furnished  by  the  Department .  132.44 

Gifts  .  913.32 


Total  value  of  hospital  work . $  13,518.49 

Poppy  Fund 

Deposited  . $  1,477.00 

Disbursed  .  1,477.00 


Balance  .  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Marthe  F.  Claverie, 

(Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Claverie) 

North  Carolina  Department  Hospital  Chairman  and  Service 

Worker ,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Asheville,  N.  C.,  July  10,  1932. 

Gifts 

Check  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge . $  9.30 


Purchased  seven  cartons  of  cigarettes  for  uncompensated 

patients,  checks  totaling  .  192.00 

(From  Department  of  Florida  for  uncompensated 
patients.) 

Check  from  Virginia  Past  Presidents  parley  for  distribution 

to  nurse  patients  .  10.00 

Check  from  North  Carolina  Past  Presidents  parley,  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1931,  for  nurse  patients .  12.37 

Check  from  North  Carolina  Past  Presidents  parley,  July  1, 

1932,  for  nurse  patients . 10.00 

Two  sweaters  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge .  8.00 

Four  pairs  pajamas  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge .  8.00 

Thirteen  caps  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge.., .  19.50 

Middlemount  Gardens  (local  florist)  flowers .  150.00 
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Checks  from  personal  friends .  25.00 

Checks  from  personal  friends . 10.00 

Checks  from  personal  friends .  5.00 

Wilson  Chapter  War  Mothers .  10.00 

(Prorated  to  five  patients  not  eligible  for  disability 
allowance.) 

Lincolnton  Chapter  D.  A.  R.  for  Christmas  cigarettes .  2.50 

100  red  candles  donated  by  Woolworth  &  Co.  for  mess  hall, 

Christmas  .  5.00 

Check  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  for  cigarettes .  4.37 

Department  Pennsylvania,  17  Christmas  checks,  $2  each,  for 

Pennsylvania  patients  .  54.00 

25  caps  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge .  25.00 

Check  from  Mrs.  Morris  Lumpkin,  Department  Chairman 

of  South  Carolina  .  10.00 

(Purchased  76  packages  of  cigarettes  and  distributed 
them  to  South  Carolina  patients.) 

Miscellaneous  gifts  sent  to  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  Christ¬ 
mas  for  distribution  to  patients .  50.00 

50  decks  of  playing  cards .  14.50 

Chester  Pennsylvania  Unit,  cigarettes  for  Ward  A-2 .  2.50 

Check  from  Lincolnton  D.  A.  R.  for  flowers  (Easter) .  4.00 

Mrs.  Fred  Falk,  Charlotte,  N.  C’ .  7.00 

(Check  to  be  prorated  to  seven  Jewish  patients.) 

Contribution  of  125  cartons  of  Lucky  Strike  cigarettes 
from  American  Tobacco  Co.  which  were  distributed 

among  all  patients  .  163.75 

IS  books  donated  by  Mr.  Heber  Clark,  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  which 
were  placed  in  the  hospital  library  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  patients. 

33  packages  of  cigarettes  donated  by  the  Federation  of 

Women’s  Club,  Lexington,  S.  C . - .  4.95 

39  Mother’s  Day  cards  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  in  Charge 

for  distribution  among  the  patients .  4.68 

Also  three  cartons  of  cigarettes .  3.90 

Two  sweaters  from  Raleigh  Chapter  American  Red  Cross....  6.00 
3  cartons  cigarettes  sent  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  for  dis¬ 
tribution  among  patients .  3.90 

60  cartons  of  Camel  Cigarettes  for  Christmas  from  Mr.  W. 

N.  Reynolds,  of  Reynolds  Tobacco  Co.,  Winston-Salem....  78.00 


Total 


$  913.22 
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Creature  comforts  provided  the  patients  from  Department  Re¬ 

habilitation  Fund: 

Sweaters  . 36 

Bath  robes  .  8 

Bedroom  shoes  (pairs)  .  112 

Street  shoes  (pairs)  .  1 

Pajamas  .  2 

Shirts  .  2 

Suits  underwear  .  1 

Wool  hose  (pairs)  .  6 

Hose  (pairs)  . .  2 

Cartons  of  cigarettes  .  378 

Cans  of  Prince  Albert .  8 

Plugs  of  tobacco .  2 

Cans  of  tobacco .  5 

Vases  .  62 

Night  water  sets  . . .  36 

Tumblers  .  22 

Card  tables  .  2 

Playing  cards  (packages)  .  5 

Easter  cards  .  800 

Thanksgiving  cards  .  800 

List  of  miscellaneous  gifts:  Auto-Strop  Razor,  razor,  razor  blades, 
shaving  cream,  shaving  brush,  tooth  paste,  toothbrush,  repairing 
eyeglasses. 

Central  Fund  for  Non-Compensated  Patients 

deposits 

July  9,  1931,  balance . $  48.55 

August,  1931  .  275.00 

September,  1931  .  275.00 

October,  1931  .  368.51 

November,  1931  .  101.00 

December,  1931  .  225.00 

December,  1931  .  12.82 

January,  1932  .  191.16 

February,  1932  .  402.39 

March,  1932  .  147.08 

April,  1932  .  122.16 

May,  1932  . 1 .  197.42 

June,  1932  . 149.07 

July,  1932  .  209.16 


Total 


$2,724.32 
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DISBURSEMENTS 

August,  1931  . $  222.00 

September,  1931  .  240.00 

October,  1931  .  208.00 

November,  1931  . 186.00 

December,  1931  .  310.00 

January,  1932  . . : .  168.00 

February,  1932  .  160.00 

March,  1932  .  229.00 

April,  1932  .  237.00 

May,  1932  . 233.00 

June,  1932  .  269.00 

July,  1932  . 252.00 


$2,714.00 

Balance,  July  9,  1932 .  10.32 

Check  not  cashed,  No.  22,  July  8,  1931,  $2.  Robert  Colebank, 
deceased. 

Lost  in  bank  failure . $  102.56 

In  American  National  Bank . $  102.56 

Refunded  .  12.82 


To  be  refunded . $  89.74 

Department  Rehabilitation  Fund 
deposits 

July  9,  1931,  balance . $  18.63 

August,  1931  .  150.00 

September,  1931  .  150.00 

October,  1931  .  85.00 

November,  1931  .  85.00 

December,  1931  .  85.00 

December,  1931  .  1-45 

December,  1931  . 150.00 

February,  1932  .  50.00 

March,  1932  .  77.00 

April,  1932  . 65.00 

May,  1932  .  75.00 

June,  1932  . 75.00 

July,  1932  .  70.00 


Total 


$1,137.08 
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DISBURSEMENTS 


July,  1931  . $  2.20 

August,  1931  .  103.73 

September,  1931  .  134.20 

October,  1931  .  134.20 

November,  1931  .  109.20 

December,  1931  .  218.30 

January,  1932  .  5.19 

February,  1932  . „ .  42.82 

March,  1932  . 59.12 

April,  1932  .  104.10 

May,  1932  . . .  63.40 

June,  1932  .  80.15 

July,  1932  .  59.36 


Total 


$1,115.97 


Balance,  July  9,  1932 


Lost  in  bank  failure . $  11.63 

Refunded  .  1.45 


21.11 


To  be  refunded. 


10.18 


Unit  Reports 


Asheboro  . No  report 

Asheville  . . $  671.55 

Burlington  .  134.50 

Bakersville  . .....No  report 

Bayboro  . No  report 

Belmont  .  112.10 

Black  Mountain  .  24.85 

Boone  . No  report 

Bryson  City  . No  report 

Burgaw  .  15.90 

Canton  .  42.85 

Carthage  . No  report 

Chapel  Hill  . 144.76 

China  Grove  .  41.80 

Charlotte  .  150.00 

Clinton  . No  report 

Columbia  .  29.30 

Concord  .  126.27 

Chadbourn  .  15.50 

Davidson  .  34.00 
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Dunn  . No  report 

Durham  .  279.36 

Edenton  .  34.90 

Elkin  . No  report 

Elizabeth  City  .  27.00 

Elizabethtown  . No  report 

Fair  Bluff  . 13.40 

Farmville  .  54.73 

Fayetteville  .  72.00 

Forest  City  . No  report 

Franklinton  .  24.65 

Fremont  .  5.00 

Fuquay  Springs  . 34.96 

Gastonia  .  305.80 

Goldsboro  . No  report 

Greensboro  .  128.83 

Greenville  .  139.35 

Hamlet  . No  report 

Hayesville  . No  report 

Henderson  .  68.84 

Hendersonville  .  25.50 

Hickory  .  147.26 

High  Point  .  206.01 

Kannapolis  .  41.65 

Kings  Mountain  .  37.00 

Kinston  . No  report 

Leaksville-Spray  . No  report 

Lenoir  . 225.35 

Lexington  .  79.78 

Lincolnton  . 60.00 

Littleton  .  31.20 

Louisburg  . 21.00 

Lumberton  . 10.00 

Marshville  . No  report 

Marion  .  99.20 

Maxton  . 31.00 

Mebane  . No  report 

Monroe  . 87.20 

Mooresville  .  80.70 

Morehead  City  . No  report 

Morganton  .  71.00 

Mount  Airy  . 79.50 

Mount  Holly  . 4a6° 

New  Bern  .  118.00 
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Newton  . $  132.88 

North  Wilkesboro  .  92.82 

Oteen  . 17.70 

Oxford  . 56.90 

Pittsboro  . 1.00 

Raeford  .  10.00 

Raleigh  .  353.20 

Reidsville  .  21.60 

Rocky  Mount  .  472.20 

Rutherfordton  . 68.50 

Southport  . No  report 

Salisbury  .  149.8S 

Sanford  . No  report 

Shelby  . 105.50 

Siler  City  .  41.00 

St.  Pauls  .  73.02 

Snow  Hill  .  40.85 

Southern  Pines  .  156.74 

Spring  Hope  . No  report 

Statesville  . 247.20 

Scotland  Neck  . 121.40 

Tarboro  .  97.42 

Taylorsville  .  55.80 

Troy  .  59.67 

Wadesboro  . . .  14.20 

Wake  Forest  . No  report 

Warrenton  . No  report 

Warsaw  . No  report 

Washington  .  43.00 

Waynesville  .  25.00 

Weldon  .  114.67 

Whiteville  . No  report 

Wilmington  . 198.68 

Wallace  . No  report 

Wilson  . . . No  report 

Windsor  .  4.00 

Winston-Salem  . 432.78 

Thomasville  .  2.00 

Burnsville  . No  report 


$  7,442.76 


Total 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


157 


SERVICE  WORKER’S  REPORT 
From  July  15,  1931,  to  July  10,  1932 

Prevailing  unemployment  with  its  consequent  depression  has 
brought  much  suffering  among  the  families  of  our  disabled  veter¬ 
ans;  therefore  we  have  had  numerous  calls  from  the  patients  in  the 
United  States  Veterans  Hospital,  Oteen,  N.  C.,  for  temporary  aid 
for  their  families  until  such  time  as  the  patient’s  disability  allow¬ 
ance  is  granted. 

Patients  not  eligible  for  the  disability  allowance — not  having  the 
required  ninety  days  service — their  families  must  in  some  cases 
receive  assistance  during  the  entire  period  of  the  veteran’s  hos¬ 
pitalization. 

The  forms  provided  by  the  hospital  have  been  a  valuable  aid  in 
handling  the  cases,  and  are  completed  by  the  patients  upon  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  receiving  ward.  Your  Service  Worker  contacts  the 
patient  on  the  receiving  ward,  and  a  more  complete  history  of  home 
conditions  is  obtained.  These  cases  are  referred  to  the  Department 
Chairman  Child  Welfare,  State  Service  officers,  and  various  relief 
giving  agencies  for  investigation.  Also  a  report  is  requested.  If  a 
patient  takes  the  cure  seriously  his  mind  must  be  free  from  home 
worries.  Contentment  is  a  great  factor  in  the  arrestment  of  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

A  follow-up  from  time  to  time  is  necessary  in  handling  the  cases. 

Eleven  cases  of  North  Carolina  families,  including  one  Negro, 
were  referred  to  our  Department  Chairman,  Child  Welfare,  Mrs.  Ed 
Benbow,  and  her  committee.  Reports  on  all  cases,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  two,  have  been  received. 

Maryland,  one  case;  South  Carolina,  11  cases,  including  one  Negro 
family;  Tennessee,  four  cases,  including  one  Negro  family;  Georgia, 
12  cases;  Florida,  eight  cases;  Alabama,  six  cases;  Mississippi,  one 
case;  West  Virginia,  two  cases;  Virginia,  six  cases;  Asheville  Unit, 
five  cases. 

The  following  cases  are  pending:  North  Carolina,  two  cases; 
Georgia,  one  case;  West  Virginia,  one  case. 

The  C.  W.  Francy  Post  has  numerous  calls  for  loans  for  emer¬ 
gency  cases.  Consequently  these  cases  must  be  investigated  to 
ascertain  whether  an  emergency  exists. 

Mr.  Karl  Muschette,  Service  Officer,  refers  the  cases  to  me  for 
investigation.  Night  letters  and  long  distance  calls  are  necessary 
in  some  cases  to  get  the  required  information  in  time  for  the  Post 
Executive  Committee  meeting  the  following  day,  at  which  time  they 
decide  on  the  merits  of  the  case.  Due  to  the  splendid  co-operation 
of  the  C.  W.  Francy  Post  Executive  Committee  and  Mr.  Karl  Mus- 
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chette,  Service  Officer,  we  have  no  overlapping  or  duplication  in  our 
case  work. 

Your  Service  Worker  has  assisted  the  C.  W.  Francy  Post  with 
the  following  cases: 

Critically  ill  patient  requested  transportation  for  his  wife  from 
Spray,  N.  C.  A  check  for  $15  was  donated  by  the  C.  W.  Francy 
Post,  which  I  sent  by  special  delivery  to  Mrs.  P.  V.  Godfrey,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Leaksville-Spray  Unit,  requesting  that  she  contact  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  wife  and  purchase  transportation.  The  Post  also  furnished 
lodging  and  meals  and  return  transportation  amounting  to  $9.25  for 
this  patient’s  wife. 

One  case,  Marion,  N.  C.,  necessitated  a  long  distance  call.  The 
Post  donated  a  $5  check,  which  I  sent  to  Mrs.  J.  F.  Miller,  President 
Marion  Unit,  to  purchase  groceries  for  patient’s  family.  Marion 
Post  and  Unit  are  now  assisting  the  family. 

Sent  $10  check  donated  by  the  Post  to  Negro  family  at  Pisgah 
Forest. 

Arranged  lodging  and  meals  for  wife  of  critically  ill  patient  from 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Delivered  $15  check  to  patient’s  family  in  Biltmore  for  their  house 
rent. 

Lodging  and  meals  arranged  for  wife  of  critically  ill  patient 
(Bryson  City). 

Delivered  in  person  $50  check  authorized  by  Post  to  widow  and 
five  children  living  at  Weaverville,  N.  C. 

Two  cases  of  North  Carolina  families  referred  to  me  by  Mrs. 
W.  P.  Sadler  (Virginia)  for  investigation.  In  each  case  the  veteran 
was  a  patient  in  the  United  States  Naval  Hospital,  Portsmouth, 
Virginia.  These  cases  were  referred  to  Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  States¬ 
ville,  N.  C.,  Department  Chairman,  Rehabilitation.  Reports  were 
furnished  to  Mrs.  Sadler  on  both  cases. 

One  case  of  two  children  under  guardianship,  home  address  Old 
Fort,  N.  C.  Case  referred  to  Veterans  Bureau  Contact  Officer. 

One  case  referred  to  Mrs.  Charles  Dunn,  Scotland  Neck,  N.  C., 
for  investigation. 

Delivered  in  person  $5  check  from  patient  to  needy  family  at 
Weaverville,  N.  C’. 

Arranged  bus-charity  rate  for  veteran  to  Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

One  case  referred  to  Miss  Rhinhardt  for  investigation  (Swan- 
nanoa,  N.  C.). 

Sent  affidavits  to  State  Service  officers  for  Asheville  veteran  rel¬ 
ative  to  his  claim,  which  is  pending. 

Your  Service  Worker  sends  a  list  of  the  Florida  uncompensated 
patients  to  the  Department  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  Florida  each 
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month.  They  send  a  voucher  each  month  allowing  $2  to  be  pro¬ 
rated  to  their  patients.  Each  patient  makes  a  personal  acknow¬ 
ledgment  for  his  cash  treat. 

Eighty  thousand  sheets  of  stationery  and  25,000  envelopes  have 
been  furnished  by  the  Department  for  the  patients  and  distributed 
by  your  Service  Worker. 

Your  Service  Worker  has  numerous  requests  from  patients  desir¬ 
ing  houses,  apartments  and  boarding  places,  either  at  Oteen  or  in 
Asheville.  These  requests  have  always  received  satisfactory  atten¬ 
tion. 

Letters  are  always  gladly  and  cheerfully  written  for  the  patients 
upon  request. 

Many  acts  of  service  have  been  performed  for  the  patients,  also 
to  members  of  their  families,  and  which  are  of  a  too  personal  nature 
to  be  mentioned  in  this  report. 

Personal  shopping  for  the  patients  is  always  gladly  done. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Post  Commander  D.  D.  Silver- 
man  and  his  Executive  Committee,  also  Mr.  Karl  Muschette,  Service 
Officer,  for  their  untiring  efforts  in  behalf  of  their  “disabled  bud¬ 
dies.” 

A  Service  Worker’s  duties  cannot  always  be  put  down  in  a  list 
or  defined;  however,  my  tasks  have  been  interesting  and  rendered 
less  arduous  by  the  helpful  co-operation  of  the  various  departments 
and  Units. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  and  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  entire  personnel  of  the  United  States  Veterans  Hospital, 
Oteen,  N.  C.,  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown  me,  and  I  have  enjoyed 
the  association. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Marthe  F.  Claverie, 

(Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Claverie) 

North  Carolina  Department  Hospital  Chairman  and 
Service  Worker ,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Asheville,  N.  C.,  July  10,  1932. 

GOLD  STAR  REPORT 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  bring  to  you  the  report  of  your  Gold 
Star  Chairman  for  the  year  of  1931-1932.  The  year  has  surely  been 
full  of  honest  endeavor  which  has  brought  results  of  which  we  may 
all  be  proud. 

Fine  reports  were  sent  in  by  sixty-two  Units.  You  have  cause  for 
a  just  pride  in  the  year’s  accomplishments,  which  you  ha\e  made 
possible  by  your  splendid  co-operation.  Many  of  our  Units  report 
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they  honor  their  Gold  Star  Mothers  and  Widows  by  paying  their 
Auxiliary  dues.  Some  have  presented  Gold  Star  Auxiliary  pins  to 
their  Gold  Star  Mothers.  Many  of  our  Units  have  had  a  special 
meeting,  with  a  Gold  Star  program.  They  are  remembered  on 
Mother’s  Day  by  a  box  of  candy  or  flowers.  Easter  cards  are  sent. 
Gifts  at  Christmas.  Some  of  the  Units  remember  the  birthdays  of 
their  Gold  Star  Mothers  and  Widows  by  sending  greetings,  fruits  or 
flowers. 

Gold  Star  Mothers  and  Widows  making  the  pilgrimage  to  France 
this  year  were  given  miscellaneous  showers,  banquets,  steamer  bas¬ 
kets,  bags,  money  or  whatever  was  needed. 

One  Unit  is  planning  a  tea  in  honor  of  all  mothers  of  ex-service 
men  in  their  community.  One  Unit  has  a  needy  Gold  Star  Mother 
and  they  have  been  helping  her. 

Two  of  our  Junior  Auxiliaries  have  been  active  in  honoring  the 
Gold  Star  Mothers  in  their  Unit.  One  of  them  had  a  special  meet¬ 
ing  and  program  presenting  Gold  Star  Auxiliary  pins  to  five  Gold 
Star  Mothers.  They  also  sent  flowers  to  them  on  Mother’s  Day. 
Our  Units  are  honoring  their  Gold  Star  members  on  every  occasion 
where  it  is  possible. 

I  have  compiled  a  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  your  Gold 
Star  Mothers  and  Widows,  their  sons  and  husband’s  name  and  where 
buried.  This  list  has  been  compiled  by  counties  and  includes  sixty- 
eight  counties. 

I  wish  to  thank  our  President  and  Secretary  for  help  given  during 
the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ione  Gresham  (Mrs.  C.  I.), 

Deyt.  Chairman,  Gold  Star. 

REPORT  OF  THE  WELFARE  NURSE  OF  OTEEN  TO  THE  NORTH 
CAROLINA  DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
AND  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY,  IN  CONVEN¬ 
TION  AT  ASHEVILLE,  N.  C.,  JULY  17  TO  19,  1932 

The  North  Carolina  Departments  of  the  American  Legion  and 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  began  the  Child  Welfare  Work  at  Oteen, 
N.  C’.,  in  May,  1925,  a  little  over  seven  years  ago.  During  that  time 
record  has  been  made  of  eight  hundred  two  families  having  come 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Oteen  Clinic.  Approximately  seventy- 
five  of  those  families  have  bought  homes  in  Oteen  and  the  neighbor¬ 
ing  communities  and  towns.  This  leaves  a  turnover  of  more  than 
a  hundred  families  each  year. 

From  July,  1931,  June  30,  1932,  1,128  visits  have  been  made  by 
the  clinic  nurse  to  children  and  adults  in  the  Oteen  community  in 
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case  of  illness;  828  adults  have  come  to  the  clinic  for  advice  or  aid; 
262  visits  have  been  made  into  hospitals — to  veterans  and  wives  or 
children  of  veterans.  Five  hundred  six  social  welfare  visits  were 
made.  One  hundred  seven  clinic  sessions  have  been  held  or  at¬ 
tended,  with  a  total  attendance,  new  and  old,  of  2,000  children  and 
adults.  One  hundred  eighty-eight  children  were  vaccinated  against 
contagious  diseases  and  62  Schick  tests  made.  Between  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  seven  hundred  quarts  of  milk  were  distributed  to  six  chil¬ 
dren.  One  child  was  entered  into  the  Junior  League  Babe  Home  of 
Asheville  for  temporary  care  and  one  sent  to  Penland  School.  One 
child  has  been  fitted  with  glasses.  Financial  aid  was  secured  for 
one  mother  and  child  from  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary.  One  hundred  twenty-nine  patients 
were  taken  to  doctors  and  dentists  for  examinations  and  treatments. 
Garden  seeds  for  ten  families  were  secured  from  the  Asheville  Red 
Cross.  Over  three  hundred  letters  have  been  written  in  connection 
with  the  welfare  work.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
local  hospitals  for  treatments  of  deserving  adults.  Seven  patients 
were  treated  during  the  year.  Thirty-six  meetings  were  attended 
of  the  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  and  other  organizations  in¬ 
terested  in  the  welfare  work  of  Oteen.  Thirteen  charity  rate  rail¬ 
way  tickets  have  been  secured  and  one-half  rate  bus  ticket. 

The  nurse’s  salary  and  auto  expenses  for  the  year  shared  equally 
by  the  North  Carolina  Departments  of  the  American  Legion  and 
Legion  Auxiliary  amounted  to  $2,172.17.  The  rent  on  the  clinic 
building  was  paid  by  Miss  Alice  Gray  of  Winston-Salem  for  the 
month  of  July,  1931.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  paid  by  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  the  Legion,  August  1,  1931,  to  June  30, 
1932.  It  amounted  to  $19S  for  the  eleven  months. 

During  the  year  Miss  Alice  Gray  of  Winston-Salem  has  donated 
to  the  clinic  work  $105.  It  has  been  disbursed  as  follows:  Rent  on 
clinic  building  for  month  of  July,  1931,  $18;  clinic  drugs  and  sup¬ 
plies,  $6.98;  Xmas  party  for  Oteen  children,  $50.10;  school  lunches 
and  milk  at  school  for  three  children,  $20.70;  milk  for  two  other 
children,  $9.30. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  has  been  given  by  the  Legion 
Post  of  Oteen  to  the  maintaining  of  the  Children’s  Clinic.  It  has 
been  spent  as  follows:  Coal  for  clinic  use,  $4;  wood  for  clinic  use, 
$1;  telephone  calls,  $1.15;  postage  $6.73;  rubber  stamp,  $1.30;  gro¬ 
ceries  for  needy  families,  $7;  transportation  of  one  mother  and  two 
small  children  to  home,  $4.45;  special  prescriptions  for  needy  fam¬ 
ilies,  $14.75;  paid  for  practical  nurse  in  case  of  illness  of  mothers 
with  small  children,  $9  (two  families) ;  clinic  drugs  and  other 
clinic  supplies,  $71.75. 
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The  C.  W.  Prancy  Post  of  Oteen  has  also  maintained  a  bed  in  the 
children’s  ward  in  Mission  Hospital  of  Asheville  at  a  cost  of  $300 
for  the  year.  Twenty  children  and  one  adult  have  received  the 
benefits  of  this  bed  for  a  total  of  122  days.  Had  these  patients  paid 
the  regular  hospital  rates  the  cost  would  have  amounted  to  $538.60. 
Of  these  cases  9  were  operated  on  for  tonsils  and  adenoids,  2  for 
appendicitis,  3  were  treated  for  pneumonia,  2  for  otitis  media,  2  for 
malnutrition,  1  broken  arm,  and  2  were  hospitalized  for  observation 
and  thorough  examination.  Two  other  children  were  taken  to  the 
hospital  clinic  and  given  6  surgical  treatments.  Donations  of  $15 
to  one  family  in  need  and  $20  to  another  were  made  by  the  Post. 
Five  children  were  in  these  families.  Two  loans  were  made  to 
families — one  of  $50  in  case  of  the  illness  of  a  child  and  $60  to  one 
other.  Both  loans  have  been  returned  in  full  to  the  C.  W.  Francy 
Post. 

The  Buncombe  County  Chapter  of  the  War  Mothers  has  donated 
the  sum  of  $55,  and  it  has  been  used  for  milk,  special  drugs  and 
groceries.  Three  loans  were  made  from  this  fund  to  two  people  and 
all  returned. 

The  sum  of  $83.25  was  donated  by  the  following  organizations  and 
individuals  interested  in  the  welfare  work  of  Oteen.  Miss  Renee 
Hockman,  of  New  York  City;  Mrs.  Frank  Palmer  and  Mrs.  Bessie 
Purvis,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Mrs.  Henry  Byrd,  of  Asheville;  Miss 
Truly  Bryan,  of  Biltmore;  Dr.  John  I.  Davis,  of  Oteen;  Miss  Helen 
Dixon,  of  Oteen;  Mrs.  Valle  Grieson,  of  Oteen;  Mr.  C.  E.  Keith,  of 
Swannanoa;  Mr.  J.  H.  Manley,  of  Oteen;  Oteen  Union  Sunday 
School;  patients  on  Ward  C-l,  Oteen;  D.  A.  V.  Chapter  of  Oteen; 
D.  A.  V.  Auxiliary  of  Asheville;  Shelby  Unit  of  the  Legion  Aux¬ 
iliary;  Charlotte  Chapter  War  Mothers.  It  has  been  used  for  milk 
for  undernourished  children,  groceries,  clothing,  special  medical 
appliances  for  individuals,  anesthetics,  school  lunches,  special  nur¬ 
sing  care  in  case  of  serious  illness. 

The  sale  of  Christmas  Tuberculosis  Seals,  though  not  so  suc¬ 
cessful  as  last  year,  was  good  in  view  of  the  depression  everywhere; 
$107.37  was  realized  and  is  being  used  for  X-rays,  anesthetics,  and 
dental  work  where  most  needed.  Our  Seal  Fund  for  1931  amounted 
to  $112.50  and  was  used  as  follows:  X-rays  for  8  children,  $40.30; 
dental  work,  $26;  toxin-antitoxin,  $17.90;  special  prescriptions,  $4; 
anesthetics  for  6  children,  $25.  The  dental  work  for  the  children 
included  thirty-five  fillings  in  temporary  teeth,  11  fillings  in  perma¬ 
nent  teeth,  8  temporary  teeth  extracted,  2  permanent  teeth  extracted 
and  a  number  of  children’s  teeth  cleaned.  For  adults  there  were 
35  extractions  and  2  teeth  filled.  Loans  amounting  to  $41  were  made 
to  5  deserving  people  and  all  loans  were  returned. 
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Six  hundred  and  seventy-five  articles  of  second-hand  clothing  were 
distributed  to  deserving  people.  Those  donating  the  clothing  are: 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  Franklinton,  N.  C.;  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  of  Rutherfordton,  N.  C.;  Mrs.  R.  E.  Bryan  of  Oaklyn; 
Mrs.  Jack  Reading  of  Black  Mountain;  Mrs.  W.  M.  Clark  of  Ashe¬ 
ville;  Mrs.  T.  F.  Malloy  of  Asheville;  Mrs.  Glasgow  of  Biltmore; 
Miss  Alice  Gray  of  Winston-Salem;  Mrs.  Paul  Banner  of  Azelea; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  Nye  of  Beverly  Hills;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karl  Mus- 
chette  of  Haw  Creek;  Mrs.  Frank  Ferrel  of  Haw  Creek;  Miss  Mary 
Wood  of  Oteen;  Mrs.  Crawford  of  Oteen;  Mrs.  Smith  of  Oteen; 
Mr.  Luther  Whitaker;  Mr.  Ira  Johnson;  Mr.  George  Martin  of 
Oteen;  Mrs.  Frank  Tyson  of  Oteen;  Mr.  P.  W.  Howard  of  Oteen; 
Mrs.  Keathley  of  Oteen;  Mrs.  Paul  Thomas  of  Oteen;  Mrs.  Walter 
Heath,  Mr.  Ralph  Hale,  Mr.  Foot,  Mr.  Phil  West,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Goen, 
Mrs.  Viola  Mirti,  Mrs.  S.  Hawkins,  Mrs.  Carlysle  Taylor,  Mrs.  Harry 
Bomberger,  Miss  Alice  Buchanan. 

Toys  were  sent  to  the  clinic  by  Miss  Ethel  Kelly  of  Lenoir  County 
Schools,  Rutherfordton  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Winston-Salem 
Junior  Legion  Auxiliary,  Canton  Legion  Auxiliary,  Charlotte  Chap¬ 
ter  War  Mothers,  Thursday  Club  of  Asheville,  Mr.  Frank  Murrillo 
of  Oteen,  Mr.  S.  S.  Lutterel  of  Oteen,  Louisburg  Unit  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Scrap-books,  books,  valentine  and  Easter  favors  were  sent  to  the 
Oteen  children  by  the  Junior  Auxiliaries  of  Winston-Salem,  St. 
Pauls,  Charlotte,  Newton,  and  Davidson. 

The  making  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  poppies  for  our 
Department  has  proven  a  wonderful  help  in  the  welfare  work.  This 
year  twenty  workers  were  employed;  139,479  small  and  1,386  large 
poppies  were  made,  for  which  the  workers  were  paid  $1,425.75. 

During  the  year  $118.50  has  been  paid  to  six  families  for  the 
making  of  the  Legion  wreaths.  There  are  children  in  five  of  these 
families  and  five  of  the  families  have  received  some  financial  aid 
from  the  Post.  (This  work  is  financed  entirely  by  the  C.  W.  Francy 
Post  of  the  American  Legion.) 

The  Christmas  party  was  as  usual  given  to  the  Oteen  children 
by  Miss  Alice  Gray  of  Winston-Salem  and  the  Kiffin  Rockwell  Unit 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  Asheville.  This  year,  too, 
through  the  thoughtfulness  of  Mrs.  N.  Buckner  of  Asheville  the 
patients  living  in  the  hospital  vicinity  received  lovely  Christmas 
stockings  and  flowers.  The  Salvation  Army  distributed  six  Christ¬ 
mas  baskets.  The  Kiffin  Rockwell  Post  of  the  American  Legion  of 
Asheville  again  gave  a  most  enjoyable  party  at  the  Asheville  Recre¬ 
ation  Park  for  the  children.  The  Elks  Club  of  Asheville  also  enter¬ 
tained  the  children  for  a  day  at  the  park. 
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I  want  to  thank  most  heartily  and  sincerely  the  North  Carolina 
Departments  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  its  officers,  the  various  Legion  Posts,  Auxiliary  Units, 
Junior  Auxiliaries,  War  Mothers,  D.  A.  V.  Chapter  and  its  Aux¬ 
iliary,  the  many  individuals  and  the  doctors  of  Asheville  for  the 
interest  and  never  failing  help  they  have  given  at  all  times  in  the 
carrying  on  of  the  welfare  work  at  Oteen.  It  has  been  a  privilege 
and  a  pleasure  to  serve  in  capacity  of  welfare  nurse  for  the  past 
six  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Louise  Reinhardt. 

i 

TROPHIES  AND  AWARDS  AND  EMBLEMS  REPORT 

Not  quite  50  per  cent  of  the  Units  returned  the  questionnaires, 
but  the  ones  that  did  manifested  much  activity  in  this  phase  of  the 
work  and  are  to  be  congratulated. 


Awards  for  essays  in  schools .  12 

Awards  for  poppy  sales .  24 

Awards  for  membership .  19 

Awards  for  Americanism .  11 

Awards  for  other  departments .  6 


Most  of  the  essays  in  the  schools  were  pertaining  to  the  George 
Washington  Bicentennial.  Among  the  subjects  were  “George  Wash¬ 
ington,  the  Soldier,”  “George  Washington-General  Pershing,”  “Life 
of  George  Washington,”  “Significance  of  the  Poppy,”  “Americanism 
and  Citizenship.” 

There  were  a  large  number  of  Poppy  Poster  contests.  Some  of 
the  awards  were  given  by  New  Bern,  prize;  High  Point,  $5;  Eden- 
ton,  cash;  Reidsville,  cash;  Wilmington,  $7.50;  Charlotte,  Member¬ 
ship  Pin;  Greenville,  $3;  Raleigh,  $5. 

Small  prizes  to  poppy  sellers: 

Newton,  Bronze  Loving  Cup,  Woodrow  Wilson  photograph,  mem¬ 
bership  pins  to  Juniors;  St.  Pauls,  $2.50  in  gold;  Columbia,  $5  in 
gold;  Lexington,  $2.50  in  gold;  Oxford,  $5  in  gold;  Asheville,  $5 
in  cash,  beautiful  boudoir  lamp;  Durham,  medal,  $5  in  gold. 

Siler  City  presented  a  membership  pin  to  their  President,  San¬ 
ford  a  prize,  Burlington  $2.50  in  gold,  American  Girl  Magazine  to 
the  Girl  Scouts,  school  awards. 

Nearly  all  Units  reported  members  wearing  the  emblem  pins. 

I  wish  to  thank  each  and  every  member  and  Unit  that  offered 
awards  and  the  various  committees  who  have  decided  on  the  Units 
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and  individuals  winning  them.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve 
with  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  I  thank  Mrs. 
Perry  for  this  honor. 

Mary  A.  Norris  (Mrs.  H.  V.), 
Department  Chairman ,  Trophies ,  Awards  and  Emblems. 

FIRST  DISTRICT — No  Report. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
SECOND  DISTRICT  REPORT— 1931-1932 

As  Committeewoman  of  the  Second  District,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  I  submit  the  following  report: 

The  District  is  composed  of  two  Units  representing  a  member¬ 
ship  of  131.  There  is  one  Post  in  the  District  (Manteo)  without 
an  Auxiliary,  but  I  was  unable  to  get  any  response  from  letters 
to  the  Post  Commander  and,  as  it  was  159  miles  from  Washington, 
I  was  unable  to  make  a  trip  there  before  the  last  of  the  year.  The 
State  Department  recommended  that  the  organization  be  deferred 
until  the  beginning  of  the  new  year.  The  distance  from  one  Unit 
to  another  in  the  Second  District  is  quite  a  handicap  to  the  Com¬ 
mitteewoman. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  me  this  year  to  have  been  able  to  attend 
all  meetings  of  the  Executive  Board  held  during  the  year,  one  in 
Louisburg,  the  one  held  during  the  Unit  and  Post  Officers  Conference 
in  Winston-Salem,  and  one  in  Raleigh.  I  also  attended  the  Area 
Conference  held  in  Rocky  Mount. 

The  District  Meeting  was  held  in  Washington  on  January  25th, 
with  a  very  good  representation  from  both  Units  present.  We  were 
fortunate  in  having  Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  Department  President,  ad¬ 
dress  us,  taking  up  in  a  most  interesting  manner  every  phase  of  the 
work  of  the  Department.  Miss  Sabra  Sykes,  Department  Activities 
Chairman,  was  also  present  and  outlined  her  program  for  the  year. 

The  Columbia  Unit  at  the  Convention  last  year  won  four  prizes 
and  two  citations,  and  it  is  again  with  pride  that  I  give  you  their 
report.  They  report  a  membership  of  45,  a  gain  of  five  over  last 
year,  with  all  obligations  paid  and  donations  made  to  every  request. 
A.  banquet  was  given  by  the  Unit  on  Armistice  Day  honoring  Gold 
Star  Mothers,  to  which  Legion  and  Auxiliary  members  were  in¬ 
vited,  including  eligible  women,  resulting  in  gains  in  membership. 
They  have  been  most  active  in  child  welfare  and  rehabilitation, 
helping  with  undernourished  children,  caring  entire  winter  for 
family  of-  eight,  providing  food,  clothing,  school  books  and  Christ¬ 
mas  presents  for  needy  children  as  well  as  ex-service  men’s  fam- 
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ilies.  Gifts  were  sent  to  Oteen  on  Hallowe’en,  Thanksgiving,  Christ¬ 
mas,  Valentine  Day,  Washington’s  Birthday,  Easter,  and  Mother’s 
Day.  The  Americanism  work  has  been  outstanding.  They  gave 
three  prizes  to  the  school  for  outstanding  scholarship  and  citizen¬ 
ship.  They  observed  Columbus  Day,  Washington’s  Birthday,  Re¬ 
sponsibility  Day,  and  Labor  Day  with  programs.  A  Flag  Code 
Study  was  sponsored  and  a  Washington  Elm  planted  on  the  school 
grounds.  Fire  prevention  Week  and  National  Cotton  Week  were 
observed.  The  Unit  provided  speakers  for  schools  every  day  dur¬ 
ing  Educational  Week  and  a  speaker  for  each  school  in  the  county 
on  Law  and  Order  Day.  A  successful  Poppy  Sale  was  conducted 
with  a  miniature  “Flanders  Field”  in  a  downtown  window.  The 
July  meeting  was  a  Fidac  meeting  and  the  Unit  year  will  close  with 
an  annual  picnic  at  the  August  meeting. 

The  Washington  Unit  reports  a  membership  of  86,  seven-eighths 
(%)  of  which  had  to  be  paid  a  second  time  as  the  first  checks  did 
not  reach  Department  Headquarters  before  all  funds  were  lost  in  a 
bank  failure.  With  this  blow  dealt  the  Unit,  at  times  during  the 
year  they  felt  they  could  hardly  go  on,  but  have  had  well-attended 
meetings,  using  a  hostess  group  plan  very  successfully.  All  obli¬ 
gations  have  been  paid.  A  prize  was  given  to  the  local  school  for 
the  best  Poppy  Poster,  these  being  displayed  in  downtown  windows. 
A  very  successful  Poppy  Sale  was  conducted.  Gifts  were  sent  to 
Oteen  at  Christmas,  Easter,  and  Mother’s  Day.  The  Unit  assisted 
the  Post  on  Armistice  Day  and  Memorial  Day  with  program,  decora¬ 
tions  and  arrangements.  A  living  Christmas  tree  was  planted  on 
the  school  grounds.  As  the  Unit  treasury  was  depleted  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  the  local  child  welfare  and  rehabilitation  work 
was  done  by  private  contributions  from  its  members,  furnishing 
food,  clothing  and  fuel  to  several  ex-service  men’s  families.  This 
Unit  is  to  be  commended  for  its  ability  to  carry  on  in  the  face  of 
discouragement. 

It  has  been  a  privilege  to  have  served  the  Second  District  as 
Committeewoman  for  the  past  two  years,  and  I  want  to  thank  each 
member  of  the  District  for  the  co-operation  given  me  and  Mrs. 
Reverdy  J.  Miller  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  Department  Presidents, 
respectively,  for  their  splendid  help  and  encouragement  at  all  times. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Helen  F.  Rodman, 

(Mrs.  William  B.  Rodman,  Jr.) 
Second  District  Committeewoman. 
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THIRD  DISTRICT — No  Report. 

FOURTH  DISTRICT — No  Report. 

REPORT  OF  FIFTH  DISTRICT 

As  Committeewoman  of  the  Fifth  District  I  was  privileged  to 
attend  only  two  of  the  four  Executive  Board  meetings — the  first 
one  of  the  year  in  Louisburg  in  October  and  the  third  of  the  year 
in  Raleigh  in  June.  However,  I  have  tried  to  carry  forward  my 
work  by  keeping  in  close  touch  with  the  Units,  mostly  through 
correspondence. 

Our  District  meeting  was  held  in  Scotland  Neck  in  December, 
with  Mrs.  Hugh  Perry,  our  Department  President,  as  principal 
speaker.  Seven  of  the  nine  Units  in  the  District  gave  splendid 
reports.  I  am  sorry  that  we  have  not  reached  our  membership 
quota,  but  am  confident  it  is  not  lack  of  interest,  but  lack  of  funds. 

Rocky  Mount. — Hostess  to  Area  Conference.  Armistice  Day  cele¬ 
bration.  Flag  sale  in  November  realized  $160.41.  On  Thanksgiving 
sent  check  to  boys  at  Oteen,  amounting  to  $25.  Remembered  boys 
at  Oteen  at  Christmas.  Gave  prize  of  $5  in  gold  for  best  essay  on 
Americanism.  Poppy  sale  a  success,  realizing  $146.35.  Memorial 
Day  celebration  with  Governor  Gardner  speaker.  Have  ordered 
markers  for  all  ex-service  men’s  graves  in  vicinity  whose  families 
desire  them.  War  Orphans  Fund  Chairman  has  papers  signed  for 
one  child.  Outstanding  activity,  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare, 
having  practically  taken  care  of  a  family  of  seven  throughout  the 
winter  and  spring.  Spent  $200  for  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Wel¬ 
fare. 

Tarboro. — Local  Community  Aid  and  Child  Welfare. 

Greenville. — Local  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation.  Met  all  ob¬ 
ligations.  Poppy  sale  a  success. 

Littleton. — Poppy  sale  realized  $55.54.  Memorial  Day  exercises 
with  Mr.  Hunt  Parker  as  speaker.  Sent  Christmas  boxes  to  two 
boys  at  Oteen  valued  at  $15,  and  remembered  them  at  Easter  with 
less  expensive  gifts  and  at  other  holidays  with  cards.  Cheered 
local  boy  who  had  T.B.  Contributed  $5  to  Community  Christmas 
Cheer  Fund.  Entertained  Gold  Star  Mothers  at  October  meeting. 
Have  ordered  four  bronze  markers  for  graves  of  veterans  buried 
in  rural  cemeteries. 

Scotland  Reck—  Hostess  to  District  meeting  in  December.  Paid 
all  State  and  National  obligations.  Paid  $2.50  to  the  Nannie  Nor¬ 
fleet  Educational  Loan  Fund.  Contributed  monthly  to  Central 
Fund.  Given  awards  in  school  amounting  to  $9.  Poppy  sale  a 
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success,  having  realized  $73.28.  Planted  four  Memorial  poppy  beds 
in  grass  plots  on  Main  Street  of  Scotland  Neck.  Outstanding  ac¬ 
tivity,  Rehabilitation,  having  sent  monthly  gifts  to  boys  at  Oteen 
amounting  to  $103  and  spent  $15  locally  on  disabled  veterans.  Ob¬ 
served  Armistice  Day,  Memorial  Day  and  Flag  Day  with  fitting 
exercises. 

I  am  sorry  the  reports  for  the  other  four  Units  in  my  District 
have  failed  to  reach  me  in  time  to  be  included,  because  I  know 
each  has  done  splendid  work  and  made  many  contributions. 

Acknowledging  with  grateful  appreciation  the  co-operation  I  have 
had  from  Mrs.  Perry,  Mrs.  Carroll  and  Miss  Adams,  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Executive  Board,  and  the  Presidents  and  Unit  members, 
I  respectfully  submit  this  report. 

Margaret  McDowell  (Mrs.  Norfleet), 

Fifth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  SIXTH  DISTRICT— 1932 

I  do  appreciate  the  honor  of  having  had  the  privilege  of  serving 
the  Sixth  District  for  the  past  term.  It  is  with  regret  I  make  my 
report  as  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  done  all  that  I  should  have  done 
this  year,  or  could  have  done  if  conditions  had  been  different. 
Every  one  knows  we  had  many  bank  failures  and  it  has  crippled 
our  work  a  great  deal.  With  all  of  our  handicaps  I  am  very  happy 
to  make  this  report. 

First,  I  am  very  proud  to  say  the  Sixth  District  has  the  honor, 
a  most  distinct  honor,  of  having  the  National  Commander  of  the 
American  Legion  come  from  our  District,  and  we  do  feel  very 
proud.  Yes,  we  are  proud  to  say  “Our  Henry,”  as  we  did  the  day 
Warsaw  had  the  most  outstanding  celebration  that  it  has  ever  had 
when  it  welcomed  Henry  back  home  with  the  promise  to  lend  him 
to  the  Nation  for  one  year.  That  day  will  be  one  long  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  old  and  young,  all  alike,  were  most  happy  over  the  beau¬ 
tiful  celebration  that  was  given  that  day  honoring  a  home  town 
boy  who  had  won  for  himself  the  high  honor  of  National  Com¬ 
mander. 

Clinton  was  the  first  to  go  over  the  top  in  membership,  also 
making  an  increase  and  winning  a  citation.  The  poppy  sale  went 
over  in  a  fine  way,  also  all  phases  of  work  as  outlined  by  Depart¬ 
ment.  I  wish  to  congratulate  them  in  this  fine  work. 

Kinston  was  second  to  go  over  with  her  membership.  Kinston 
is  doing  fine  under  the  able  leadership  of  her  splendid  President, 
Miss  Orie  Moseley,  and  Kinston  also  has  carried  out  her  program 
of  work  as  outlined  by  the  Department.  We  look  to  Kinston  with 
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pride  for  all  of  the  fine  things  already  done  and  what  we  feel  sure 
she  will  do  as  time  goes  on,  and  especially  her  work  at  Oteen  for 
our  boys. 

Goldsboro  was  unable  to  reach  her  membership  equal  to  that  of 
last  year,  due  mostly  to  the  fact  that  we  lost  all  of  our  money  for 
the  second  time  within  a  year’s  time;  however,  we  did  take  care 
of  our  boys  at  Christmas  time  with  just  the  things  they  asked  for, 
and  under  the  wise  and  able  planning  of  our  Child  Welfare  Chair¬ 
man,  Mrs.  L.  G.  Nufer,  we  were  able  to  carry  on  our  work  very 
well.  Our  poppy  sale  went  over  in  a  very  fine  way  and  we  were 
proud  to  have  a  little  money  once  more  for  our  work. 

The  members  of  Snow  Hill  Unit  decided  to  disband  for  the  time 
being,  due  to  the  fact  they  have  had  one  shock  after  another  from 
bank  failures.  We  hope,  however,  they  will  become  bigger  and 
stronger  than  ever  when  times  get  better. 

Fremont,  under  the  leadership  of  its  fine  President,  has  done 
splendid  work.  They  have  had  several  money-making  projects  so 
they  could  carry  on  their  work  of  the  Auxiliary.  We  regret  very 
much  that  this  Unit  lost  its  only  Gold  Star  Mother.  We  as  a  Dis¬ 
trict  sympathize  with  them  in  this  sorrow. 

Wallace,  the  youngest  Unit  in  the  Sixth  District,  our  baby.  We 
are  proud  of  her;  she  has  been  most  active  all  her  life  in  doing  fine 
things.  She  was  sure  she  would  equal  her  1931  membership.  Her 
poppy  sale  went  over  in  a  fine  way  and  Wallace  has  co-operated 
with  the  Department  program  of  work  as  outlined  to  the  best  of 
her  ability.  She  has  since  the  beginning  of  her  organization  car¬ 
ried  out  a  most  splendid  money-making  project  to  help  its  members 
to  have  money  to  build  a  Hut  which  they  can  call  home.  A  square 
dance  was  enjoyed  weekly  by  all,  young  and  old. 

Warsaw  Auxiliary  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any  reply  from 
at  all,  so  I  do  not  feel  that  I  can  make  any  report  for  this  Unit 
except  to  say  I  did  write  several  letters  asking  them  to  do  all  they 
could  in  membership  and  along  all  phases  of  Auxiliary  work. 

As  District  Committeewoman  I  contacted  each  Auxiliary  in  the 
Sixth  District,  urging  them  to  co-operate  to  the  fullest  with  the 
Department.  I  wish  to  thank  each  Unit  president  and  member  for 
her  co-operation  in  the  past  two  years  and  the  splendid  work  in 
her  Unit. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Robert  E.  Stevens, 

Sixth  District  Committeewoman. 
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SEVENTH  DISTRICT — No  Report. 
EIGHTH  DISTRICT — No  Report. 
REPORT  OF  THE  NINTH  DISTRICT 


Amount  spent  for  Child  Welfare . $1,288.68 

Amount  spent  for  Rehabilitation .  475.28 

Amount  spent  for  prison .  27.03 

Amount  of  poppy  sale .  1,004.68 

Number  of  poppies  sold . 9,357 

Number  unemployed  given  work .  661 

Last  year’s  membership .  664 

Membership  now  .  511 

Co-operation — Good. 


Outstanding  Work 

Raleigh’s  work  is  outstanding  in  every  department.  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  and  Rehabilitation  especially  reported. 

Sanford  excelled  all  other  Units  in  its  prison  work  and  mem¬ 
bership. 

Louisburg’s  activities  were  good  in  Rehabilitation  and  Memorials. 

Franklinton — Membership  and  Hospital. 

Pittsboro  and  Fuquay  Springs  did  splendid  work  in  local  Re¬ 
habilitation. 

Wake  Forest  and  Siler  City  are  good  all-round  Units  with  out¬ 
standing  work  in  Memorials. 

Having  been  appointed  District  Committeewoman  at  the  Post  and 
Unit  Officers  Conference,  I  have  attended  the  Area  Conference  and 
Department  Executive  Board  meetings.  Have  contacted  each  Unit 
by  letter  three  times — one  long  distance  phone  call  and  three  other 
letters  to  Units  slow  in  responding  to  calls  for  Unit  reports. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ruth  A.  Jones  (Mrs.  Wade  H.), 

Ninth  District  C ommitteewoman. 
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DETAILED  REPORTS  OF  UNITS  IN  NINTH  DISTRICT 

Louisburg 


Child  Welfare  . $  3.00 

Rehabilitation  .  10.00 

Poppy  sale  .  36.57 

Poppies  sold  .  375 

Last  year’s  membership . . . 39 

Membership  now  .  30 

Money  raised — Rummage  sale  . $  19.15 

Play  .  12.50 


Total  . $  31.65 


ACTIVITIES 

Co-operated  with  local  organizations,  sponsored  Girl  Scout  move¬ 
ment,  sponsored  Poppy  Contest. 

Outstanding  work — Rehabilitation  and  Memorial. 

Franklinton 


Child  Welfare  . $  10.00 

Rehabilitation  .  10.00 

Poppy  sale  (estimated)  .  30.00 

Poppies  sold  . 300 

Unemployed  given  work  .  15 

Last  year’s  membership  .  22 

Membership  now  .  26 

Money  raised  .  139.75 


Co-operation — Good. 

Outstanding  work — Hospital. 

ACTIVITIES 

Hospital,  $14.65;  Community  Chest,  $5;  planted  trees;  entertained 
State  President;  good  Americanism  programs;  good  local  Rehabili¬ 
tation.  Barbecue  dinner  to  all  ex-service  men.  Memorial  activities: 
Ordered  three  head-stones,  fresh  flags  and  flowers  on  eight  graves; 
Memorial  Day  service  at  graves;  assisted  in  purchase  of  flags  for 
all  graves  of  ex-service  men  in  county.  Planning  tea  for  mothers 
of  ex-service  men.  For  Oteen — May,  June  and  July — $2.75.  Paid 
all  assessments. 
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Pitts boro 

Local  Rehabilitation,  Lee  County  Hospital,  County  Welfare  Offi¬ 
cer,  Chatham  coal  mines,  remembrances  to  Oteen  Christmas  and 
Easter.  Reports  Red  Cross  activities;  birdhouse  contest  in  school; 
radio  broadcast,  one  joint  meeting.  Planted  trees.  Lecture  on 
First  Aid  and  Safety. 

Failed  to  report  since  Area  Conference. 

Poppy  sale  . „.„$  17.31 

Wake  Forest 

Rehabilitation  (clothing  and  toys  for  three  families  at 


Christmas  and  donations)  . $  10.00 

Poppy  sale  .  40.01 

Poppies  sold  .  400 

Last  year’s  membership  .  13 

Membership  now  .  18 

Money  raised  (tickets  for  ball  game) .  40.00 

Outstanding  activity — Memorial. 


ACTIVITIES 

Flowers,  $5;  house  to  house  canvas  to  aid  unemployed;  planted 
trees  for  Bicentennial;  Christmas  hospital  work,  $3;  three  joint 
meetings;  study  course  in  Americanism;  medal  awarded  for  Ameri¬ 
canism,  $2.75;  Flag  Day  exercises  in  June.  Memorial  activities: 
Service  at  church,  placing  of  markers  on  graves;  flags,  $1.25;  May 
Day  program  and  entertainment  for  two  Gold  Star  Mothers;  Fourth 
of  July  program. 

Siler  City 


Child  Welfare  . . . $  2.50 

Poppy  sale  .  39.00 

Poppies  sold  .  359 

Last  year’s  membership  .  29 

Membership  now  .  25 

Money  raised  .  21.00 

Rehabilitation  .  10.00 


Outstanding  activity — Memorial. 
Co-operation — Good. 
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ACTIVITIES 

Observed  all  patriotic  days.  Splendid  hospital  work,  $40;  co¬ 
operated  with  all  local  organizations.  Reports  Red  Cross  activities; 
miscellaneous  expenditures,  $4;  four  joint  meetings;  Memorial  serv¬ 
ices  conducted  at  cemetery;  placed  fresh  flags  and  markers  on 
Memorial  Plot,  $2.85;  funeral  flowers,  $5;  held  special  Mother’s 
Day  meeting.  To  Central  Fund,  $2.50;  to  Pershing  Hall,  $1. 

Raleigh 

Amount  spent  for  Child  Welfare  during  the  year . $  906.83 

Estimated  for  June,  July,  August  and  September .  180.00 

To  Oteen  Child  Welfare  Clinic .  150.00 

To  National  Child  Welfare .  5.00 


Total  . $1,241.83 

Poppies  sold  .  173 

Amount  spent  for  Rehabilitation  during  year  (local) . $  31.37 

Estimated,  June,  July,  August  and  September .  20.00 

Amount  spent  for  prison  (Christmas) .  2.03 


Total  . $  53.40 

Hospital  . $  115.00 

Central  Fund  .  125.00 

National  Rehabilitation  . .  5.00 

State  Rehabilitation  .  25.00 

Oteen  Service  Worker  . . .  88.20 

National  Legion  Rehabilitation  .  44.10 


Grand  total  Rehabilitation  . . $  405.70 

Amount  poppy  sale  . $  797.12 

Number  poppies  sold  . - .  7,200 

Number  of  unemployed  given  work  to  June  27th .  620 

Last  year’s  membership  .  441 

Membership  now  .  -95 

Amount  money  raised  .  516.25 

Memorial  activities:  58  graves  decorated  and  flags  placed  during 
memorial  services;  58  graves  decorated  on  Armistice  Day,  thiee 
sunken  graves  rebuilt  and  turfted,  six  markers  placed.  Designs 
sent  to  funerals  of  all  deceased  members;  co-operated  with  Legion 
on  Armistice  and  Memorial  Days. 
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Unit  co-operation:  The  Unit  has  worked  as  one  for  the  good  of 
all — 100  per  cent  co-operation. 

Outstanding  activity — Child  Welfare,  Rehabilitation.  (Good  work 
has  been  done  by  Memorial,  Finance,  and  Americanism  Committees.) 

OTHER  ACTIVITIES 

Community  projects:  Assisted  Associated  Charities  at  Democratic 
Convention;  about  $400  was  raised  for  welfare  work.  Helped  dis¬ 
tribute  free  garden  seed;  1,056  gardens  were  planted.  Many  vet¬ 
erans  received  this  aid. 

Educational:  Large  number  of  boys  and  girls  contacted;  $50  to 
Student  Loan  Fund;  Junior  Auxiliary  gave  $5  to  same  fund; 
scholarships  have  been  given  to  several  who  could  qualify. 

Radio:  Programs  once  a  week  with  speakers  and  music.  Result: 
Public  enlightened  with  regard  to  work  we  are  doing. 

Publicity:  Excellent  publicity  given  all  projects  in  both  news¬ 
papers  and  the  Raleigh  Legionnaire. 

Americanism:  School  children  made  Poppy  Day  Posters  for  dis¬ 
play  in  miniature  Flanders  Field. 

Activities  reported  at  Area  Conference  and  not  included  in  the 
above  report:  Presented  flags  for  every  schoolroom;  active  Junior 
Auxiliary;  observed  Washington  Bicentennial;  co-operated  with  all 
organizations;  assisted  in  entertaining  the  National  Commander, 
Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr. 

Outstanding  work — Employment  program. 

Fuqtjay  Springs 

Reported  at  the  Area  Conference. 

Membership,  25. 

Outstanding  work — Local  welfare. 

Gifts  to  Oteen. 

Has  not  reported  rest  of  year’s  work. 

Sanford 


Amount  spent  for  Child  Welfare . $  25.75 

Amount  spent  for  Rehabilitation .  19.58 

Amount  spent  for  prison .  25.00 

Amount  of  poppy  sale . . .  54.67 

Number  of  poppies  sold .  550 

Number  unemployed  given  work . 26 

Last  year’s  membership  .  45 

Membership  now  . 71 

Co-operation — Fair. 


Outstanding  work — Prison  and  Rehabilitation. 
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ACTIVITIES 

Armistice  Day  celebration;  large  local  Rehabilitation  activities; 
secured  compensation  for  one  disabled  veteran;  County  Welfare, 
$5;  reports  prison  activities.  All  departments  properly  functioning. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ruth  A.  Jones  (Mrs.  Wade  H.), 

Ninth  District  Committeewoman. 

TENTH  DISTRICT — No  Report. 

REPORT  OF  ELEVENTH  DISTRICT 
Department  of  North  Carolina 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

It  has  been  an  honor  to  have  had  the  privilege  of  serving  the 
Eleventh  District  this  year.  In  November  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
having  our  Department  President  visit  a  District  meeting  held  in 
Greensboro.  She  led  a  round-table  discussion  of  our  work  for  the 
year.  Five  of  our  six  Units  were  represented,  and  these  Units  ha\e 
showed  by  their  work  this  year  that  her  visit  and  her  most  inter¬ 
esting  way  of  discussing  the  Auxiliary  work  has  been  most  inspir¬ 
ing.  I  think  this  year  has  been  a  very,  very  good  one,  considering 
the  bank  failures  which  involved  some  of  the  Units  funds.  We 
have  had  such  splendid  Presidents  of  these  Units,  and  they  have 
certainly  worked  hard  this  year.  I  do  wish  to  thank  these  Presi¬ 
dents  and  their  members  as  they  are  the  ones  who  have  done  the 
work  in  this  District. 

Visits,  long  distance  calls,  have  been  made,  letters  and  telegrams 
have  been  sent;  also  the  Area  Conference,  which  was  held  in  Raleigh 
in  April,  was  attended.  In  April  I  made  a  visit  to  Roxboro,  hoping 
they  would  decide  to  organize,  but  as  yet  they  haven’t.  Letters 
have  been  written  quite  often  to  Roxboro,  also  to  Yanceyville,  hoping 
they,  too,  will  decide  this  next  year. 

High  Point  has  had  a  very  good  year;  all  State  and  National  dues 
have  been  paid,  and  a  membership  of  126,  13  more  than  last  year. 
The  Legion  organized  a  drum  and  bugle  corps,  with  the  Auxiliary 
contributing  a  baton.  The  Auxiliary  have  also  organized  a  glee 
club,  quartet,  and  a  trio  with  the  trio  making  out-of-town  appear¬ 
ances. 

Education  Week  was  observed  in  the  city,  and  a  George  Wash¬ 
ington  Elm  is  to  be  planted  on  the  new  school  grounds.  Patriotic 
programs  have  been  held,  the  Auxiliary  co-operating  with  the  other 
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organizations.  Memorial  Day  was  observed;  a  Flanders  Field  was 
made  in  a  shop  window  surrounded  by  guns,  helmets,  etc.  Posters, 
made  by  school  children,  and  the  Legion’s  colors  were  used.  A 
parade  was  formed  with  the  Gold  Star  Mothers  accorded  a  place 
of  honor;  also  the  sole  survivor  of  the  War  Between  the  States. 
The  services  at  the  cemetery  was  attended  by  more  than  3,000 
people.  Graves  have  been  decorated  and  two  new  markers  have 
been  erected. 

A  Fidac  pageant  was  held  at  one  meeting;  Flag  Day  was  ob¬ 
served;  plans  for  a  program  for  July  4th  are  being  made. 

Three  teams  were  furnished  in  the  Boy  Scout  Drive;  the  Aux¬ 
iliary  members  put  on  a  “Community  Responsibility  Day”  by  giv¬ 
ing  work  that  day  or  being  responsible  for  same;  58  jobs  were 
given. 

Child  Welfare  has  amounted  to  $135.67  in  actual  cash,  with  Re¬ 
habilitation  Department,  $154.39;  Service  Worker,  $22.60,  and  Na¬ 
tional  Rehabilitation,  $13.  Each  month  the  boys  at  Oteen  have 
been  remembered  with  gifts.  Christmas  gifts  and  flowers  at  Easter 
amounted  to  $120.  Clothes  and  money  amounting  to  $55.67  has 
been  spent  locally  for  ex-service  men.  Boxes  were  given  fourteen 
Legion  men  at  Christmas;  five  ex-service  men  reported  to  Red 
Cross  for  examination  and  hospitalization;  one  child  placed  in 
tubercular  sanatorium;  medical  treatment  given  four  wives  of  ex- 
service  men;  preventative  pellagra  diet  given  family  of  five;  cloth¬ 
ing  given  ten  families,  milk  given  two;  groceries  given  six  families 
at  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas;  school  children  of  two  families 
given  lunches;  contacted  one  war  orphan. 

Poppy  Day  was  very  successful;  Poppy  Poster  Contest  held;  2,750 
poppies  sold,  amounting  to  $218.81. 

The  “Pet  Project”  of  the  High  Point  Auxiliary  is  the  Red  Cross 
workroom  work.  Three  hundred  and  five  hours  have  been  spent 
here  with  approximately  215  garments  cut  out  and  made.  These 
consist  of  children’s,  men’s  and  women’s.  Old  clothing  has  been 
collected  and  made  over  and  new  cloth  used. 

Reidsville — a  Unit  just  a  year  old — is  doing  splendid  work.  It 
was  a  pleasure  to  visit  them  some  time  ago  and  hear  their  splendid 
reports.  Their  patients  at  Oteen  are  remembered  each  month  with 
letters.  Gifts  are  sent  them  Christmas;  candy,  cards  and  cigarettes 
on  Easter;  flowers  on  Mother’s  Day.  Their  Rehabilitation  work 
in  cash  amounting  to  $30.  Their  local  Rehabilitation  and  Child 
Welfare  work  has  been  very  extensive;  clothing  given  to  a  sick 
member  going  to  a  hospital;  dresses  given  a  poor  widow;  the  sick 
are  being  visited  and  carried  flowers,  ice  cream,  cigarettes,  and 
candy.  One  dollar  given  a  transient;  two  needy  families  pounded; 
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quilt  material,  fruit  jars,  shoes  and  underwear  given;  groceries 
sent  to  mother  and  three  children  for  a  week;  12  garments,  one 
bed,  box  of  toys  and  Bible  given  to  one  family;  eight  jars  of  fruit, 
clothes,  candy,  box  of  toys  sent  to  wife  and  children  at  Oteen;  eggs 
and  milk  given;  one  quart  of  milk  given  daily  to  child  with  pel¬ 
lagra;  letters  and  visits  made  in  regard  to  compensation.  Baskets 
of  fruit  given  Gold  Star  Mothers.  Their  Child  Welfare,  $50. 

Co-operate  with  other  organizations  toward  park,  playground; 
helped  in  unemployment  drive,  obtaining  80  jobs;  helped  in  Red 
Cross  Drive;  $5  was  given  to  Salvation  Army. 

Flowers,  cards,  telegrams,  candy,  and  letters  sent;  visits  made  to 
sick  and  bereaved  members  of  the  Auxiliary. 

Twice  a  year  the  soldiers’  graves  are  being  decorated  and  Gold 
Star  Mothers  paid  especial  honor. 

Poppy  Day  was  very  successful,  selling  650;  cash,  $68.50.  A 
Poppy  Poster  Contest  held  and  prizes  given  to  the  school  children. 
Picture  show'  was  sponsored  and  $17.65  made. 

When  this  Unit  was  organized  the  membership  was  16,  now,  one 
year  from  the  time  it  was  organized,  it  has  24,  20  who  are  very 
active. 

Mebane  has  a  membership  of  27,  three  new  members.  They  raised 
by  having  a  booth  at  the  County  Fair  $91.  They  have  paid  their 
National  and  State  obligations  of  $21.50.  Their  local  Child  Welfare 
work  amounting  to  $50,  and  the  boys  at  Oteen  were  sent  approxi¬ 
mately  $10. 

Leaksville-Spray  received  a  National  Citation  for  membership, 
having  twenty  paid-up  members  from  last  year  and  five  new  ones. 

Burlington  has  indeed  made  a  fine  record.  Their  membership 
is  82. 

Americanism — Flag  codes  were  placed  in  17  schools  reaching 
7,640  children,  patriotic  speeches  made,  patriotic  music  stressed  in 
schools  and  Auxiliary;  small  flags  were  given  at  the  new  Legion 
Hut  opening.  Scout  work  was  sponsored;  awards  were  given  the 
Girl  Scouts;  two  school  awards  were  given.  The  Unit  has  taken 
part  in  all  patriotic  celebrations;  one  Americanism  program  was 
given  with  special  speaker,  study  of  the  flag,  and  flag  drive  planned. 

Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation— Co-operation  with  all  other 
charity  organizations  in  relief  work;  have  given  help  to  more  than 
278  people  during  the  year.  Cash  spent  amounts  to  $253;  money 
value  of  work  done,  $358,  which  was  spent  locally  for  food,  cloth¬ 
ing,  rent,  fuel,  medicine  and  doctor  bills.  Meals,  clothing  and  lodg¬ 
ing  was  given  24  transients.  Paid  the  department  $22.40. 

Community  Service  or  Unit  activities  deserves  special  mention 
for  this  has  been  unusually  fine.  The  Unit  has  had  an  important 
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part  in  all  patriotic  celebrations,  especially  the  Memorial  Day 
parade  and  service.  A  parade  was  formed  with  fifteen  to  twenty 
other  organizations  taking  part,  all  marching  to  the  cemetery  where 
a  most  impressive  service  was  held.  Special  music  and  a  speaker 
was  heard.  The  Gold  Star  Mothers,  who  are  always  honor  guests 
at  the  meetings,  rode  in  a  decorated  car  in  the  parade  to  the  ceme¬ 
tery  where  one  of  them,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Goss,  who  is  the  next  year’s 
Unit  President,  presented  her  son’s  picture  and  the  flag  which 
draped  his  casket  to  the  new  Legion  Hut,  to  be  hung  on  the  wall. 
A  Gold  Star  daughter  gave  a  reading,  “In  Flanders  Fields,”  and 
placed  a  wreath  on  the  grave  of  Walter  B.  Ellis,  for  which  the 
local  Legion  Post  is  named.  The  graves  of  all  soldiers  have  been 
marked,  and  twice  a  year  are  decorated  with  flags  and  flowers; 
17  wreaths  made  from  big  veteran-made  poppies  and  palms  were 
placed  on  the  graves  by  Auxiliary  members.  The  relief  work  has 
been  carried  on  in  the  best  manner;  it  would  be  impossible  to  give 
value  of  the  work  done.  The  prison  work  has  been  very  good, 
visits  made  and  families  investigated;  help  given  four  families; 
one  given  half  fare  to  hospital  in  Tennessee. 

A  Legion  Hut  was  erected  by  the  Legion,  and  this  Unit  played  a 
very  important  part  in  furnishing  same  with  dishes,  silver,  furni¬ 
ture  to  the  value  of  $400.  At  the  opening,  refreshments  serving 
500  or  more  were  furnished  by  the  Unit.  A  joint  banquet  with  the 
Legion  took  place  in  this  hut  just  before  Poppy  Day  and  it  was  a 
privilege  to  attend  with  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Perry;  our 
Area  Chairman,  Mrs.  McAdams,  and  our  Department  Child  Welfare 
Chairman,  Mrs.  Benbow,  all  guests.  The  hut  is  beautiful,  upstairs 
where  the  meetings  are  held  or  parties,  downstairs  were  the  tables, 
the  dining-room.  The  banquet  hall  was  decorated  with  posters  tell¬ 
ing  of  the  Poppy  Day.  The  Girl  Scouts  who  did  the  serving  were 
wearing  hats  made  of  red  and  green  paper,  poppy-shaped,  and  were 
very  attractive  indeed;  menu  and  program  printed  on  red  poppy¬ 
shaped  paper.  This  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  ways  of  telling 
of  our  Poppy  Day.  The  Poppy  Day  sale  was  held  jointly  with  the 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  the  net  proceeds  were  $370.  Three 
thousand  small  poppies  and  forty  dozen  large  ones  were  sold. 

Five  dollars  was  sent  to  the  War  Orphans’  Fund  and  several  war 
orphans  were  contacted  and  blanks  sent  in.  Fidac  has  been  studied. 
All  sick  members  have  been  visited,  cards,  flowers  have  been  sent 
sick  and  bereaved  members.  The  unemployed  have  been  aided.  In 
the  drive  400  jobs  were  given;  year  books  have  been  made  at  the 
first  of  the  year  with  Unit  programs  printed  and  distributed  to 
Unit  members. 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


179 


Greensboro  received  a  National  Citation  for  membership— 137  last 
year  and  149  this  year.  All  State  and  National  obligations  have 
been  paid;  $25  was  sent  to  Department  Child  Welfare  and  $25  to 
Department  Rehabilitation;  $1  was  sent  to  Pershing  Hall  in  Paris. 
This  Unit  has  co-operated  with  all  other  charity  organizations  in 
relief  work,  and  the  money  value  of  the  clothes,  milk,  food,  fuel, 
etc.,  cannot  be  estimated.  Two  children  have  been  sent  to  a  tuber¬ 
cular  sanatorium,  and  clothes  were  given;  toys  and  other  gifts  have 
been  sent  these  children;  $25  was  given  the  Christmas  Cheer  Fund, 
and  members  helped  pack  boxes  for  the  needy  families.  Four  dol¬ 
lars  each  were  given  twelve  men  at  Oteen  Christmas  and  one  man 
at  Perry  Point.  All  these  were  remembered  at  Thanksgiving, 
Easter,  and  Mother’s  Day.  Clothes  are  being  given  to  family  of 
six  children. 

Helped  in  Red  Cross  Drive,  Community  Chest  and  Unemployment 
Drive,  securing  more  than  400  jobs;  sold  tickets  for  Benefit  Em¬ 
ployment  Show.  One  day  each  month  the  Unit  is  responsible  for 
work  in  the  Red  Cross  workroom  and  community  workroom. 

The  members  are  divided  in  squads  with  a  corporal  head  of  each 
and  a  captain  over  all,  so  that  within  an  hour’s  time  every  member 
could  be  reached  if  necessary.  Americanism  programs  have  been 
held  with  a  splendid  speaker. 

A  very  good  Fidac  program  was  held  by  our  Fidac  Chairman  and 
much  interest  has  been  shown  in  this  work.  A  doll  was  donated 
by  the  Cone  Company,  manufacturers  of  denim,  and  was  dressed 
in  denim  by  our  Chairman — named  “Miss  Denim” — and  sent  on 
“her  way”  to  the  Fidac  Convention  in  Portland. 

Greensboro  co-operates  this  year,  as  always,  with  the  Legion  and 
all  other  organizations  in  all  patriotic  celebrations.  The  Armistice 
and  Memorial  Day  parade  and  services  at  the  Carolina  Theater, 
also  at  the  cemetery,  were  most  beautiful  and  impressive.  Flags 
and  flowers  have  been  placed  twice  a  year  on  the  graves.  Six  new 
graves  were  marked  with  head-stones.  A  complete  list  of  all  ex- 
service  men  who  have  died  since  or  during  the  war  is  kept,  with 
name  of  nearest  relative  and  cemetery  in  which  he  is  buried  written 
on  a  card  and  filed.  This  has  proved  to  be  a  very  satisfactory  way 
of  helping  in  our  memorial  and  head-stone  work. 

Poppy  Day  was  held  and  large  poppies  sold  amounting  to  $92.25; 
small  ones,  $353.13. 

As  Committeewoman  of  this  District  I  am  proud  of  each  Unit, 
and  I  am  sure  that  each  will  continue  to  grow  both  in  numbers 
and  the  splendid  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Beulah  Isley  (Mrs.  Jos.  K.), 
Eleventh  District  Committeewoman. 
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REPORT  OP  TWELFTH  DISTRICT 

As  Committeewoman  of  the  Twelfth  District  I  beg  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

This  District  is  composed  of  six  Units  with  a  total  membership 
of  227. 

Asheboro  Unit,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Hedrick,  President,  has  had  a  year  of 
well  rounded  Unit  activities.  Has  met  all  obligations,  State  and 
National,  and  have  done  splendid  work  in  every  way. 

Troy  Unit — Mrs.  L.  M.  Russell,  President,  has  been  active  in  all 
phases  of  Auxiliary  work.  Have  contributed  to  all  Department 
funds.  This  Unit  deserves  much  credit  for  its  community  program. 
Have  devoted  much  time  in  sponsoring  a  community  playground. 

Hamlet  Unit — Mrs.  M.  A.  Hatcher,  President,  has  always  been  an 
up-to-the-minute  Unit.  Their  activities  are  as  follows:  Has  72  paid- 
up  members.  Have  paid  all  dues  and  contributed  to  all  National 
funds.  Their  Poppy  Day  was  a  great  success,  realizing  $116.60 
from  their  sales.  Fine  work  in  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare 
is  reported;  aiding  a  number  of  families  and  caring  for  a  baby  of 
an  ex-service  man.  Total  amount  expended  during  the  year,  $170.44. 

Wadesboro  Unit — Mrs.  R.  T.  B.  Little,  President,  closes  the  year 
with  a  record  of  gratifying  achievement.  All  Department  and  Na¬ 
tional  obligations  have  been  met  and  nine  new  members  enrolled. 
Child  Welfare,  Rehabilitation,  and  Community  Program  have  been 
carried  out.  Disbursements  for  the  year  total  $169.57. 

Southern  Pines  Unit,  Mrs.  C.  T.  Waldie,  President,  has  given  100 
per  cent  co-operation  to  Department  demands.  Have  touched  on 
all  phases  of  Auxiliary  work.  Have  increased  their  membership. 
This  Unit  is  the  winner  of  the  History  of  the  American  Legion  and 
Auxiliary,  given  by  their  Committeewoman  for  the  Unit  making 
the  greatest  increase  in  membership. 

Carthage  Unit,  Mrs.  John  Beasley,  President,  failed  to  send  in  a 
report.  This  Unit  was  organized  in  1930  with  a  membership  of  17. 

The  District  Meeting  was  held  in  Asheboro  in  January,  and  it 
was  our  happy  privilege  to  have  with  us  our  Department  President, 
Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry.  Your  Chairman  attended  the  Post  Officers 
Conference  and  Executive  Board  meeting  held  in  Winston-Salem, 
N.  C.,  February  29,  at  which  time  our  own  Henry  L.  Stevens,  Na¬ 
tional  Commander,  was  the  principal  guest.  I  also  attended  the 
Area  Conference  held  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  April  4th.  I  regret  that 
I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  all  the  Executive  Board  meetings 
this  year. 

It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  serve  the  Twelfth  District  as  Com¬ 
mitteewoman  for  the  past  two  years.  In  making  this,  my  last  re¬ 
port,  there  is  a  feeling  of  sadness  for  the  many  things  I  leave  un- 
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done  that  should  have  been  done.  Ill  health  has  prevented  me  from 
carrying  out  many  of  my  plans.  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appre¬ 
ciation  to  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry,  our  Department  President,  and  to 
each  Unit  President  for  their  spirit  of  loyalty  and  co-operation  at 
all  times.  It  has  been  a  privilege  to  have  served  with  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  Harris  Burkhead  (Mrs.  Geo.), 
Twelfth  District  Committeewoman,  A.  L.  A. 

THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT 

(Report  of  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Clyde  Bolling  Post,  No.  55, 
Winston-Salem,  N.  C.,  September  1,  1931,  to  August  31,  1932) 


Rehabilitation 

Cases  investigated,  22. 

Families  helped,  18. 

Individuals  helped,  90. 

Calls  made,  150. 

Cash  spent  for  food,  clothing,  rent,  coal,  etc . $  378.77 

Cash  value  of  food,  clothing,  etc.,  donated .  100.00 

National  Rehabilitation  . . .  38.90 


Hospital  Work 


$  517.67 


Cash  spent  on  ward  at  Oteen . $  269.53 

Contributed  to  Service  Worker  at  Oteen .  97.25 

Contributed  to  State  Rehabilitation .  25.00 

Baptist  Hospital  bill  paid  for  wife  of  deceased  ex-service 

man  .  21.00 

Junior  Auxiliary  Hospital  work . .  20.00 


Child  Welfare 


$  432.78 


Cases  investigated,  10. 

Cases  helped,  10. 

Number  of  individuals  helped,  30. 

Christmas  baskets  of  food,  fruits,  candies  and  toys  given  eight 
families. 

Amount  spent  for  food,  clothing,  medical  attention,  milk 


tickets,  school  lunches,  etc . $  66.42 

Money  value  of  food,  clothing,  etc.,  donated .  152.15 


$  218.57 
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Memorial 


160  flags  placed  on  graves  of  ex-service  men . $  7.25 

One  funeral  design  . . .  3.50 


$  10.75 

Co-operated  with  Legion  Post  in  observing  Memorial  and  Armis¬ 
tice  Days. 

Poppies  placed  in  all  churches  Armistice  Day. 

Forty  graves  of  ex-service  men  and  women  decorated  on  Memorial 
Day. 

Fresh  flags  placed  on  all  graves  four  times  per  year. 

Two  additional  graves  marked  with  bronze  marker. 

One  head-stone  placed  on  grave. 

One  Auxiliary  member  died  this  year  (Mrs.  Dora  Simpson). 

Two  Legionnaires  passed  away  this  year  (Gregory  Graham,  Cos¬ 
mos  Abraham). 

Junior  Auxiliary 

Have  22  members. 

Helped  Senior  Auxiliary  on  Poppy  Day. 

Co-operated  with  Post  and  Auxiliary  on  Memorial  Day. 
Participated  in  city-wide  George  Washington  Pageant. 

Sent  Valentines  to  ward  at  Oteen. 

Sent  Christmas  stockings  to  Oteen  Clinic  and  local  children. 
Gave  clothing  to  local  children. 

Education  of  World  War  Orphans 


Survey  of  war  orphans  made. 

One  scholarship  secured  for  next  year. 

Contributed  to  Nannie  Norfleet  Memorial  Fund . $  5.00 

Unit  tax  .  36.00 

Total  amount  spent  by  Unit  in  all  departments .  1,220.77 


Americanism 

(Mrs.  Marshall  Cobb,  Acting  Chairman) 

Participated  in  patriotic  exercises  on  Memorial  and  Armistice 
Days. 

Flags  displayed  on  all  proper  occasions. 

Took  part  in  city-wide  George  Washington  Pageant,  reproducing 
in  great  detail  visit  of  George  Washington  to  Salem  on  May  28, 
1791.  About  1,000  people  participated  in  pageant. 

Americanism  and  Flag  Study  programs  are  conducted  regularly 
in  our  schools. 
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Talk  on  Americanism  was  made  by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Little  to  our  Junior 
Auxiliary. 

Study  of  flag  codes  has  been  made  for  several  years. 

Unit  Activities 

Gave  benefit  bridge  party,  receiving  about  $100. 

Conducted  poppy  sale,  receiving  approximately  $800  from  same. 

Co-operated  with  Associated  Charities,  Red  Cross,  County  Wel¬ 
fare,  etc.,  in  handling  relief  wTork. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  individuals  helped  with  food,  clothing, 
coal,  rent,  etc. 

Eight  families  given  baskets  at  Christmas  time. 

Box  of  toilet  articles  of  all  kinds  given  each  boy  on  ward  at 
Oteen  at  Christmas. 

Special  gift  sent  each  boy  on  ward  at  Christmas,  each  one  receiv¬ 
ing  gift  of  own  selection. 

Smokes  and  stamps  sent  boys  on  ward  each  month. 

Five  dollars  per  month  given  to  Central  Fund. 

Flowers  sent  ward  Easter  and  Mother’s  Day. 

Telegram  sent  ward  Memorial  Day. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  flags  placed  on  graves  during  year. 

One  funeral  design  sent  Auxiliary  member. 

Two  bronze  markers  placed  on  graves. 

One  head-stone  erected. 

Poppies  placed  in  all  churches  Armistice  Day. 

Co-operated  with  Post  in  Memorial  Day  and  Armistice  Day  cele¬ 
brations. 

Annual  Memorial  Service  held  for  departed  members. 

All  graves  of  veterans  have  been  registered. 

All  Gold  Star  members  have  been  registered. 

Record  has  been  made  of  all  Gold  Star  Mothers,  their  sons,  and 
where  buried. 

Flag  codes  have  been  studied. 

Talk  made  by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Little  on  Americanism  to  Junior  Aux¬ 
iliary. 

Participated  in  city-wide  George  Washington  Pageant. 

Team  furnished  Communitj7-  Chest  drive. 

Co-operated  with  four  other  organizations  in  putting  over  Penny- 
A-Meal  Club,  raising  about  $2,800  for  benefit  of  unemployed. 

Arrangements  made  for  planting  of  “Field  of  Poppies”  as  Me¬ 
morial  next  year. 

Hall  of  History  has  been  started  by  Unit  in  Forsyth  County  court¬ 
house.  We  have  at  this  time  one  mahogany  frame  electrically 
lighted  case.  Our  collection  consists  of  at  least  one  article  of  all 
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equipment  used  by  American  boys  and  a  fair  collection  of  German 
equipment.  We  also  have  medals,  citations,  interesting  records, 
maps,  pictures,  etc;  names  of  all  Forsyth  County  men  in  service 
and  those  who  lost  their  lives  in  battle.  A  record  of  our  Gold  Star 
Mothers  and  their  sons  and  other  matters  of  local  interest.  We 
hope  to  add  to  this  collection  from  time  to  time. 

There  have  been  five  radio  programs  conducted. 

All  Auxiliary  news  has  been  reported  to  both  daily  papers. 

Newspaper  clippings  have  been  sent  Mrs.  Valentine  of  all  activi¬ 
ties. 

Special  music  is  a  feature  of  all  meetings  which  are  held  each 
month. 

Legion  Post  and  Auxiliary  picnic  held  in  July. 

Past  President’s  pen  presented  to  retiring  President. 

Pictures  sent  Fidac  Chairman  for  scrap-book. 

All  assessments  to  State  and  National  have  been  paid. 

All  contributions  requested  by  State  and  National  have  been  made. 

Compensation  secured  for  one  man. 

Arrangements  made  for  one  World  War  orphan  to  enter  college 
this  Fall. 

Assisted  Red  Cross  in  making  survey  of  ex-service  men. 

Average  attendance  during  year,  40. 

Membership  to  date,  200.  Hope  to  have  all  our  391  members  in 
good  standing  soon. 

This  report  only  covers  the  work  of  Winston-Salem  as  Mt.  Airy 
and  Elkin  Units  failed  to  send  me  their  reports. 

Jessie  Lupo, 

District  C ommitteewoman,  Thirteenth  District. 

REPORT  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  DISTRICT 

Madam  President,  Guests  of  Honor  and  Delegates  of  the  Twelfth 
Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Legion,  Department  of 
North  Carolina: 

Permit  me  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  Fourteenth 
District: 

I  was  elected  Fourteenth  District  Committeewoman  at  the  Twelfth 
Annual  Convention  held  at  Morehead  City  in  July,  1931,  to  complete 
the  unexpired  term  of  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hardin,  Jr.,  resigned,  of  Salisbury. 
My  first  Auxiliary  activity  entered  into  thereafter  was  to  attend  the 
National  Convention  held  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  last  September  as  a 
delegate  and  page  from  North  Carolina. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  attend  the  first  Executive  Board  meeting 
held  in  Louisburg  in  October,  and  there  received  instructions  and 
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advice  from  our  Department  President,  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry. 

The  Fourteenth  District  Conference  was  held  at  Salisbury  on 
Armistice  Day,  November  11th,  with  100  Auxiliary  members  present, 
including  Mrs.  Reverdy  J.  Miller,  the  National  Child  Welfare  Chair¬ 
man;  two  Past  Presidents,  the  presiding  President,  Area  Chairman 
and  Fourteenth  District  Committeewoman.  The  business  session 
was  completed  in  the  morning,  after  which  the  Conference  ad¬ 
journed  to  join  the  Legion  with  their  Armistice  Day  celebration. 

I  have  attended  all  Department  Executive  Board  meetings,  Dis¬ 
trict,  Area  Department  and  Post  Officers  Conferences;  was  able  to 
organize  Thomasville  Unit  with  57  charter  members;  secured  the 
organizing  officers  and  the  promise  that  Albemarle  will  organize  in 
October,  1932;  that  their  dues  will  carry  them  the  longest  possible 
time;  offered  a  Loving  Cup  as  an  activities  trophy  to  some  Unit  in 
the  Fourteenth  District,  to  be  judged  by  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson, 
Chairman;  Mrs.  Lee  P.  Frans  and  Miss  Arelia  Adams,  whose  mem¬ 
berships  are  outside  the  Fourteenth  District.  I  visited  each  Unit 
during  the  year,  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  many  members  of 
the  Units;  attended  several  social  functions  within  the  District; 
entertained  the  Department  President  at  Lexington  and  on  her  tour 
throughout  the  District;  secured  willing  publicity  from  all  news¬ 
papers  in  my  District  without  exception.  I  have  written  letters  to 
the  Units  when  necessary.  Our  District  was  able  to  increase  its 
membership  from  471  last  year  to  512,  with  the  hope  of  obtaining 
our  10  per  cent  increase  before  the  Department  Convention. 

China  Grove ,  with  Mrs.  Guy  Ritchie,  President,  contributed  milk, 
lunches  and  clothing  to  needy  school  children.  Remembered  their 
two  boys  in  Oteen  on  Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  Mother’s  Day 
with  gifts  and  money.  They  received  a  National  Citation  for  mem¬ 
bership.  Gave  several  Americanism  programs,  placed  flag  codes  in 
Landis  and  China  Grove  schools.  Held  a  Washington  program, 
made  posters  and  scrap-books.  Sold  500  poppies  amounting  to 
$42.90.  The  Unit  was  represented  at  the  District  Conference.  Out¬ 
standing  work  for  the  year  is  Membership  and  Child  Welfare. 

Concord,  with  Mrs.  Fred  Y.  McConnell,  President,  held  bazaars 
and  miscellaneous  sales  which  netted  $70  which  was  used  for  local 
Child  Welfare.  They  made  contributions  to  Department  Rehabili¬ 
tation  and  Child  Welfare  funds.  Cared  for  four  needy  families. 
Purchased  and  distributed  500  Flag  Codes  in  city  and  county 
schools.  The  members  memorized  the  Preamble.  Placed  Legion- 
Auxiliary  History  in  the  public  library.  Bought  Unit  Colors.  Kept 
a  scrap-book;  sent  report  of  year’s  work  to  Department  Historian. 
Sponsored  Poppy  Day  selling  1,500  poppies.  At  Christmas  time 
children  of  21  ex-service  men  were  remembered.  Held  Union  Me- 
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morial  Service  jointly  with  Legion  and  War  Mothers.  Placed  flags 
and  flowers  on  graves  of  ex-service  men.  Sent  box  of  mints  and 
poppy  to  five  Cabarrus  men  in  hospital.  Remembered  18  nurses. 
One  head-stone  and  eight  Legion  markers  have  been  bought  this 
year.  Sixteen  Gold  Star  Mothers  and  seven  Gold  Star  Widows 
located  in  county.  One  mother  made  pilgrimage  to  France,  Unit 
contributing  to  her  wardrobe.  Nurses  in  Ward  No.  1  at  Oteen  have 
been  appropriately  remembered  each  month.  Contributed  $10  to 
the  Loan  Fund.  Met  all  financial  obligations.  Unit  pays  incoming 
President’s  expenses  to  Department  Convention.  Unit  was  repre¬ 
sented  at  District  Meeting,  Area,  and  Post  Officers  Conferences,  and 
joint  meeting  at  Kannapolis  for  the  official  visit  of  the  Department 
President  and  District  Committeewoman. 

Kannapolis,  with  Mrs.  Ed.  Swing,  President,  donated  milk  for 
five  undernourished  children  during  the  winter  months.  Contributed 
$10  to  Council  of  Social  Agencies.  Remembered  ward  at  Oteen  at 
Christmas  and  Easter.  Gave  $10  transportation  expense  to  a  vet¬ 
eran.  Displayed  the  flag  on  proper  days.  Sold  750  poppies  for  $76. 
Took  subscriptions  for  Holland’s  Magazine.  They  entertained  the 
Department  President,  Fourteenth  District  Committeewoman  and 
neighboring  Units.  Were  represented  at  District  and  Area  Confer¬ 
ence.  Outstanding  work  for  the  year  was  Poppy  Sale. 

Lexington,  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Trice,  President,  remembered  chil¬ 
dren  of  ex-service  men  at  Christmas.  Contributed  to  Department 
Child  Welfare.  Promoted  display  of  flag  on  patriotic  days.  Ob¬ 
served  Flag  Day,  Washington’s  Birthday,  Memorial  Day,  Armistice 
Day;  memorized  the  pledge  of  allegiance.  Sent  letters  and  tele¬ 
grams  to  Congressmen  when  Department  Legislative  Chairman  re¬ 
quested. 

Co-operated  on  Clean-up  Day,  Girl  Scouts,  and  “Wear  More  Cot¬ 
ton”  movement.  Given  full  publicity  to  local  newspaper.  Observed 
Poppy  Day,  selling  $102.58  of  poppies.  Ex-service  men  and  other 
merchants  contributed  a  page  of  advertising  and  decorated  windows 
for  Poppy  Day.  Rules  for  Poppy  Posters  were  placed  in  hands  of 
teachers  in  city  schools.  One  poster,  awarded  State  recognition, 
has  been  forwarded  to  National  for  the  final  judging.  Remembered 
the  sick  and  bereaved  members  with  cards  and  sent  cards  of  con¬ 
gratulation  when  there  were  births.  Placed  Department  History 
in  the  public  library.  Were  represented  at  District,  Area  and  Post 
Officers  Conference  and  National  Convention.  Assisted  the  Legion 
with  unemployment  drive.  Took  subscriptions  for  Holland’s  Maga¬ 
zine.  Sent  report  to  Department  Historian. 

Observed  Memorial  Sunday  by  attending  church  in  a  body  with 
the  Legion.  Placed  flags  and  flowers  on  graves  of  ex-service  men. 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


187 


Met  all  financial  obligations  as  well  as  paying  on  hut.  Offered  prize 
of  $2.50  for  best  Washington  Essay.  Sing  patriotic  songs  at  meet¬ 
ings.  The  outstanding  work  for  the  year  is  Rehabilitation  at  Oteen. 
Remembered  boys  each  month.  In  visiting  jail  found  three  ex- 
service  men  and  remembered  them  with  cigarettes,  candy  and  maga¬ 
zines.  Sold  tickets  to  picture  show  on  which  20  per  cent  was 
allowed. 

Monroe,  with  Mrs.  James  H.  Hutchinson,  President,  conducted 
booth  at  County  Fair  sponsored  by  Legion  and  Auxiliary.  Spon¬ 
sored  play  and  bridge  party.  Gave  benefit  barbecue  and  bridge 
party;  proceeds  of  both  given  to  the  Relief  Association.  Gave 
jointly  with  Legion  and  merchants  a  barbecue  to  800  invited  guests. 
Remembered  boys  at  Oteen  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas. 

Furnished  $50  milk  fund  for  undernourished  school  children  and 
families  of  ex-service  men.  Renewed  membership  110  per  cent 
before  January  1st.  Increased  this  by  100  per  cent,  and  hope  to 
add  a  few  more  before  Department  Convention.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-three  paid-up  members. 

Held  regular  meetings;  good  attendance;  followed  programs  out¬ 
lined  by  headquarters  office.  Observed  Armistice  Day  jointly  with 
Legion  on  night  of  November  10th.  Joined  Salisbury  with  Armis¬ 
tice  Day  celebration  and  attended  District  Committee  Meeting  on 
November  11th. 

February,  Washington  Bicentennial  tea  with  State  officers  and 
neighboring  Auxiliary  Presidents  honored  guests.  Three  hundred 
and  fifty  other  guests  included  patriotic  organizations  and  persons 
eligible  to  membership  in  Auxiliary.  March,  held  Americanism 
meeting  with  the  Legion.  April,  National  Defense  program,  with 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrews,  Charlotte,  speaker.  May,  music  program. 
Gold  Star  Mother  related  her  trip  to  Flanders  Field,  where  her  son 
is  buried.  June,  Fidac  and  National  Flag  Day  observed.  Elected 
officers,  delegates,  and  alternates.  July,  expect  to  hold  annual  bar¬ 
becue  jointly  with  the  Legion.  Monroe  first  Unit  in  State  to  have 
real  Flanders  Field.  Poppy  sale  held  successfully.  Part  of  pro¬ 
ceeds  contributed  to  Department  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare 
Fund.  Co-operated  with  other  patriotic  and  civic  organizations  in 
planting  nine  blocks  to  be  known  as  Washington  Memorial  Gar¬ 
dens.  Unit  represented  at  District,  Area  Conference,  as  well  as  Post 
Officers  Conference.  Mrs.  Hutchinson  was  nominated  Fourteenth 
District  Committeewoman  for  1933-34.  Unit  was  represented  at 
Raleigh  when  Mrs.  Louise  W.  Williams,  National  President,  visited 
the  State. 

During  the  year  the  sick  and  bereaved  were  remembered  with 
flowers.  Served  dinners,  sponsored  parties,  picture  shows,  plays  to 
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earn  money  to  carry  on  work  of  a  standard  Unit.  Contributed  to  all 
Department  and  National  funds,  both  obligatory  and  optional;  paid 
all  taxes  and  assessments.  Were  instrumental  in  placing  ex-service 
man  in  hospital,  also  cared  for  his  family  at  the  same  time. 

Publicity  has  been  given  Unit  meetings  and  activities.  Scrap¬ 
book  has  been  kept,  which  will  be  entered  for  judging  at  Conven¬ 
tion.  Displayed  flag  on  proper  days;  memorized  words  of  Star 
Spangled  Banner;  Commander  of  Boy  Scouts  and  some  of  his  leaders 
gave  helpful  instructions  on  proper  usage  of  the  flag. 

Salisbury,  with  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Coggin,  President,  furnished  food 
and  clothing  for  two  families  of  four  children  each;  also  clothing 
and  noon  meals  for  another  child  during  school  months.  Trying 
to  place  four  children  in  orphanage.  Distributed  garments,  and 
assisted  Legion  with  110  baskets  at  Christmas.  Met  all  financial 
obligations,  both  compulsory  and  optional.  Held  concentrated  mem¬ 
bership  drive  one  week  in  November,  with  theatre  donating  free 
ticket  to  each  renewed  or  new  member.  Membership  to  date,  83. 

Poppy  Day  program  held  in  all  schools.  Prizes  awarded  children 
for  best  Poppy  Posters.  Observed  Armistice  Day,  Memorial  Day 
and  Poppy  Day.  Assisted  Legion  with  Memorial  Day  services  in 
local  theatre. 

Held  monthly  meetings  regularly  with  appropriate  programs,  fol¬ 
lowing  Manual  of  Ceremonies.  Assisted  with  Salvation  Army  drive, 
Unemployment  drive,  and  raising  funds  for  County  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital  to  be  located  in  Salisbury. 

Co-operated  with  County  Welfare  officers  in  handling  needy  cases. 
Remembered  boys  at  Oteen  each  month,  and  sent  flowers  on  Mother’s 
Day.  Bought  standard  for  Unit  flag.  Sent  flowers  or  cards  to  each 
sick  and  bereaved  member. 

Historian’s  report  complete  to  date.  Official  poppy  was  sold  on 
May  28th,  realizing  $201.94.  Held  December  bazaar,  benefit  bridge 
in  May,  and  several  candy  sales  during  the  year.  Sent  local  scenic 
postal  cards  to  Mrs.  Frans,  Fidac  Chairman. 

Entertained  several  Department  officers  and  officers  from  nearby 
Units.  Were  represented  at  District,  Area,  and  Post  Officers  Con¬ 
ferences.  Outstanding  year’s  work  is  Child  Welfare,  Americanism 
and  Membership. 

Thomasville,  with  Mrs.  R.  H.  Phillips,  President,  was  organized 
with  57  charter  members. 

Furnished  transportation  and  medicine  for  two  veterans  and  one 
sick  family.  Displayed  flags  on  proper  days.  Gave  benefit  bridge, 
three  square  dances,  grossing  $92.50.  Sold  poppies;  observed  Me¬ 
morial  Day  with  the  Legion  by  decorating  veterans’  graves. 
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Miss  Mamie  Harris,  Unit  Historian,  was  nominated  alternate 
District  Committeewoman  at  the  Area  Conference  held  in  Moores- 
ville. 

Thomasville  has  a  balance  of  $150  in  the  bank.  Keeping  a  scrap¬ 
book  and  publishing  notice  of  all  Unit  meetings  and  activities  in 
local  newspaper.  Outstanding  work  this  year  has  been  member¬ 
ship. 

Although  I  have  not  accomplished  all  that  I  had  planned,  I  have 
had  in  every  undertaking  the  friendship  and  the  co-operation  of 
each  Unit  President  and  the  splendid  support  of  my  alternate  Com¬ 
mitteewoman,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Brown.  I  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Perry  for 
her  many  kindnesses  and  patience  throughout  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Vadis  Ione  Shumway  (Mrs.  M.  H.), 
Fourteenth  District  Committeewoman. 

Lexington,  North  Carolina. 

REPORT  OF  FIFTEENTH  DISTRICT 

As  Committeewoman  for  the  Fifteenth  District,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  I  submit  the  following  report: 

The  District  has  four  very  fine  Units,  representing  a  member¬ 
ship  of  381.  I  have  attended  one  Executive  Board  meeting,  Area 
Conference,  Post  Officers  Conference,  and  each  Unit  has  been  con¬ 
tacted  several  times  by  visits  or  letters. 

All  Units  except  one  won  a  National  Citation.  All  Units  made 
their  1932  quota  except  one.  The  following  is  a  report  of  each 
Unit: 

Wilder  Q.  Gresham  Unit,  No.  66,  Mooresville,  N.  C. 

Money  spent: 


To  Department  . $  198.33 

Local  expenditures  .  136.57 

Local  Child  Welfare  .  495.45 

Gifts  to  Oteen  .  18.00 

Rehabilitation  .  25.00 


Total  . $  873.35 


Membership — 1931,  96;  1932,  109. 

Local  Child  Welfare  has  been  major  work  for  this  year.  Cloth¬ 
ing,  shoes,  food,  fuel,  giving  of  medicine  and  hospitalization  to  five 
families,  including  forty  children,  and  sixty  visits  made.  Remem¬ 
ber  boys  at  Oteen  each  month.  Bedside  Christmas  trees  filled  with 
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gifts,  placed  by  bed  of  every  charity  patient  in  wards  of  local 
hospital.  Shower  given  to  hospital,  supplies  valued  at  $25. 

Flag  Code  Week  observed.  Five  dollars  in  gold  given  to  high 
school  senior  for  best  essay  on  General  Pershing. 

Splendid  work  done  in  Fidac.  Ten  dolls  to  send  to  Department 
Convention,  each  one  representing  a  country  of  the  Fidac. 

Honor  Gold  Star  Mothers  with  membership.  Flags  kept  on  World 
War  veterans’  graves  and  fence  around  Legion  plot  kept  painted. 
Memorial  poppy  lot  planted.  Memorial  joint  service  in  Methodist 
Church  and  a  poppy  pinned  on  all  who  attended.  Good  work  done 
in  unemployment.  Poppy  Day  was  a  success.  Entertained  Fourth 
Area  Conference. 

Hurst  Turner  Unit,  No.  65,  Statesville,  N.  C. 


Money  spent: 

To  Department  . $  358.30 

Local  Child  Welfare  .  403.00 

Rehabilitation  .  183.00 

Oteen  .  60.00 


Total  . $1,004.30 


Membership — 1931,  146;  1932,  162. 

Outstanding  work  done  in  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation.  Ban¬ 
quet  with  Legion;  Department  officers  present.  Co-operated  with 
Red  Cross  roll  call.  Christmas  and  Easter  parties  for  under-privi¬ 
leged  children.  Published  one  issue  of  Statesville  Record.  Served 
benefit  dinners.  Entertained  War  Mothers  and  Fathers,  at  which 
time  Juniors  gave  program.  Junior  A.  L.  A.  presented  Gold  Star 
Mothers  with  shoulder  corsages  for  Mother’s  Day.  Honor  all  Gold 
Star  Mothers  with  membership,  and  entertained  them  at  one  meet¬ 
ing.  Dressed  one  doll  and  planned  Fidac  program.  Follow  pro¬ 
grams  outlined  by  National. 

Compiling  loose-leaf  file,  in  which  a  copy  of  discharges  of  every 
ex-service  man  will  be  placed.  Fruit  left  at  jail  for  two  ex-service 
men  at  Christmas.  Magazines  are  delivered  to  jail  and  county 
home. 

Poppies  placed  in  churches  before  Armistice  Day.  Fresh  flags 
placed  on  graves  of  veterans  twice  during  year.  Graves  decorated 
on  Memorial  Day.  Joined  Legion  in  Memorial  service.  Colors 
used  at  each  meeting  and  patriotic  songs  sung.  One  thousand  five 
hundred  poppies  sold. 
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Alexander  Unit,  No.  170,  Taylorsville,  N.  C. 


Rehabilitation  . . $  20.75 

Local  Child  Welfare  .  201.23 

Total  . . $  221.98 


Membership — 1931,  42;  1932,  48. 

Due  to  bank  failure,  have  not  been  financially  able  to  carry  on 
all  work  planned.  Rehabilitation  and  Child  Welfare  very  outstand¬ 
ing.  Average  attendance  at  meetings,  20.  Members  canned  fruit 
and  vegetables  for  worthy  family.  Sponsored  minstrel  show. 
Operated  lunch  stand  at  County  Fair.  Sent  birthday  greetings, 
books  of  stamps,  handkerchiefs,  Valentines  and  Christmas  gifts  to 
boys  at  Oteen.  Served  lunch  to  twelve  undernourished  school  chil¬ 
dren  for  several  months.  Distributed  Christmas  boxes  to  128  men, 
women  and  children. 

Carnations  sent  to  Oteen  boys  for  Mother’s  Day.  Have  had  a 
donation  of  twelve  dozen  one-half  gallon  fruit  jars  which  we  expect 
to  fill  with  fruit  and  vegetables  this  summer,  to  be  distributed 
among  needy  this  winter. 

Poppy  Day  observed  May  28.  On  Memorial  Day  flowers  and  new 
flags  were  placed  on  all  graves  of  ex-service  men. 

Wilkes  County  Unit,  No.  125,  North  Wilkesboro,  N.  C. 

Money  spent: 

To  Department  . . . $  164.59 

Rehabilitation  . 44.00 

Local  Child  Welfare  . 400.09 

Oteen  . 37.74 


Total  . $  646.42 

Membership — 1931,  62;  1932,  62. 

Local  Child  Welfare  has  been  outstanding  activity.  Sponsored 
minstrel  show.  Placed  poppies  in  churches  before  Armistice  Day. 
Followed  programs  outlined  by  National.  Benefit  bridge  parties. 
George  Washington  tea.  Presented  picture  of  George  Washington 
to  N.  W.  High  School  on  February  22.  Had  pleasure  of  enter¬ 
taining  Fifteenth  District  in  November;  Mrs.  Perry  and  other  De¬ 
partment  officers.  Helped  with  other  organizations  in  sponsoring 
“Milk-for-Health  Week.”  Remember  all  sick  members  with  cards 
or  letters  of  cheer.  Joined  Legion  in  Memorial  Day  service.  Planted 
trees  on  Memorial  Avenue.  Will  finish  paying  for  Hut  lot  this  year. 
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Made  study  of  the  Catechism  of  the  United  States.  Have  Flag 
Code  study  each  year.  Flag  salute  and  reading  of  Preamble  at 
each  meeting.  Use  patriotic  and  war-time  songs.  Our  Unit  will 
honor  all  Gold  Star  Mothers  with  membership  as  soon  as  records 
of  deceased  ones  can  be  found.  One  hundred  nine  dollars  and 
forty-seven  cents  was  realized  from  sale  of  poppies. 

Have  made  quite  an  effort  to  organize  a  Unit  at  Lansing,  but 
have  gotten  no  response. 

It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  serve  the  Fifteenth  District,  and 
I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  all  the  Units  for  their 
splendid  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Andrew  F.  Kilby, 
Fifteenth  District  Committeewoman. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  DISTRICT 

The  Sixteenth  District  points  with  pride  not  only  to  the  quantity 
but  to  the  quality  of  her  accomplishments  achieved  during  the 
year  1931-1932.  This  District  has  ten  active  Units  with  a  total 
membership  of  844.  The  Committeewoman  has  attended  two  De¬ 
partment  Executive  Board  meetings,  the  Post  and  Unit  Officers  and 
the  Area  Conferences;  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Defense  Con¬ 
ference  held  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  February  and  attended  the 
Third  Area  Conference  for  the  official  visit  to  North  Carolina  of 
our  National  President,  Mrs.  Louise  Williams.  Representatives 
from  each  Unit  presented  a  Fidac  Pageant  at  the  Fourth  Area 
Conference.  Each  Unit  has  been  visited  and  contacted  many  times 
by  mail,  telephone  and  telegraph.  Five  Units  have  enrolled  their 
quota  and  three  others  have  equaled  last  year’s  membership.  Four 
Units  received  Citations  for  membership  achievement  and  all  have 
shown  an  increased  interest  in  all  activities. 

Belmont  Unit ,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Pressly,  President,  has  done  excep¬ 
tionally  fine  work  this  year.  They  were  the  first  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  enroll  equal  to  their  last  year’s  membership  and  gained 
their  10  per  cent  increase  by  January  1,  1932.  All  through  the 
year  they  have  co-operated  with  their  schools  in  helping  provide 
books  and  clothes  for  needy  children  and  have  supplied  lunches 
and  paid  a  milk  bill  of  $78.40  for  undernourished  children.  This 
Unit  sponsored  the  Red  Cross  Drive  and  helped  with  the  Relief 
Drive  in  Belmont.  In  co-operation  with  the  teachers,  the  Ameri¬ 
canism  Committee  drew  up  a  set  of  rules  governing  a  Citizenship 
Contest  which  they  sponsored  in  the  high  school.  The  award  was 
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a  five-dollar  gold  piece,  which  was  won  by  the  daughter  of  a  Unit 
member. 

Davidson  Unit,  Miss  Bonnie  Shelton,  President,  has  had  a  splen¬ 
did  year  and  reported  their  Hospital  and  Community  Service  work 
as  most  outstanding.  The  boys  at  Oteen  were  remembered  regu¬ 
larly  with  flowers  and  many  special  remembrances.  A  clothes 
closet  was  established  in  connection  with  the  schools,  and  many 
underprivileged  children  were  provided  with  warm  clothing.  This 
Unit  planned  and  carried  out  one  special  activity  each  month  and  the 
programs  for  each  meeting  were  arranged  according  to  the  plans 
sent  from  Department  Headquarters. 

Gastonia  Unit,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Mackie,  President,  feels  that  their  Child 
Welfare  work  alone  justifies  their  existence  as  a  worthy  organization. 
One  of  their  most  outstanding  projects  was  the  collecting  of  school 
books  and  the  giving  of  complete  lists  of  books  and  school  supplies  to 
thirty  children  beside  one  hundred  and  fifty  books  given  to  school 
supervisors  for  distribution  among  needy  children.  In  connection 
with  this  the  Unit  collected  clothing  for  and  completely  outfitted 
twenty-four  families,  representing  approximately  one  hundred  school 
children.  Total  value  of  Child  Welfare  work  done  was  $1,830.95. 
Each  month  members  visited  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  entertaining  those  unfortunate  children  and  carried  dona¬ 
tions  for  the  hospital  library  and  fruit,  candy  and  toys  for  the 
children. 

The  Rehabilitation  Committee  met  once  a  week  for  three  weeks 
and  canned  265  quarts  and  21  pints  of  soup  mixture  to  be  used  in 
their  work.  This  committee  worked  hand  in  hand  with  the  city  and 
County  Welfare  Departments  and  the  Salvation  Army,  who  recog¬ 
nize  the  worthwhile  work  being  done  by  the  Auxiliary.  Gastonia 
Unit  has  taken  an  active  part  in  all  lines  of  Auxiliary  work  and 
are  to  be  commended  for  the  service  they  undertook  in  their  com¬ 
munity. 

Hickory  Unit,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Whitlock,  President,  is  another  wide  awake 
Unit  that  has  responded  immediately  to  every  call.  Their  service 
to  the  Community  has  been  outstanding.  They  co-operated  with 
their  Legion  Post  in  the  employment  drive  and  in*  the  beautification 
of  Carolina  Park.  Three  visits  have  been  made  to  Oteen  and  an 
unusually  large  delegation  has  attended  the  District  meeting,  Area 
and  Post  Officers  Conferences.  This  Unit  boasts  of  a  very  active 
Junior  Auxiliary  and  is  one  of  the  five  Units  to  enroll  its  member¬ 
ship  quota. 

Kings  Mountain,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Ormond,  President,  also  deserves 
praise.  They  have  worked  in  season  and  out  of  season  and  report 
their  Child  Welfare  work  as  their  most  outstanding  achievement. 
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A  child  thirteen  years  old  was  kept  in  school ;  a  tiny  babe  wTas  cared 
for  in  the  home  of  one  of  the  members,  for  three  weeks  after  the 
death  of  the  mother.  Many  of  the  clothes  for  this  child  were  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  Unit.  An  historical  edition  of  the  Otis  D.  Green  Unit 
was  published  by  the  King  Mountain  Unit,  “ Herald ”  on  June  30, 
1932.  The  editorial  comment  was,  in  part,  “The  accomplishments 
of  the  Auxiliary  should  he  a  challenge  to  every  true  American.” 
This  Unit  enrolled  its  quota  in  membership. 

Lmcolnton  Unit,  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Hinson,  President,  has  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  35  with  a  large  attendance  at  each  meeting.  This  Unit 
has  become  a  real  asset  to  the  town  and  this  year  spent  one  hundred 
dollars  for  food,  clothing  and  medicine  for  the  needy  ex-service 
men  and  their  families  in  their  community.  They  sponsored  a  town- 
county  library  and  gave  ten  dollars  for  books  for  this  institution. 

Mt.  Holly  Unit,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Belk,  President.  The  accomplishments 
of  this  Unit  have  been  varied.  They  enrolled  their  quota  and 
received  a  citation.  Seventy-nine  Christmas  stockings  were  filled 
for  the  children  of  the  unemployed.  A  Washington  Bi-Centennial 
Tea  was  one  of  the  big  social  events  of  the  season.  “The  Veteran 
Made  Poppy”  was  the  subject  of  an  essay  contest  put  on  in  the 
schools.  A  subscription  bridge  party  and  fifteen  vanishing  teas 
were  methods  used  to  raise  money  and  draw  the  membership  into 
closer  fellowship. 

Newton  Unit,  Miss  Challie  Brandon  Hall,  President,  is  another 
of  my  up-to-the-minute  Units.  They  have  a  splendid  Junior  organi¬ 
zation,  whose  president  prepared  ami  read  a  complete  report  at  the 
Area  Conference.  A  large  and  most  practical  hut  was  built  by  the 
Legion  and  Auxiliary  last  year  and  the  Unit  has  had  a  most  interest¬ 
ing  year  furnishing  and  adding  to  the  equipment  of  this  building, 
which  has  become  a  real  community  center.  A  definite  program 
for  each  month  with  visiting  speakers  on  many  occasions,  featured 
the  meetings.  Child  Welfare  and  Hospital  work  has  not  been  over¬ 
looked  as  is  shown  in  the  historical  edition  recently  published  by 
the  Newton  paper  for  this  Unit.  This  loyal  Unit  was  hostess  to 
the  District  meeting  on  December  8,  1931,  and  although  the  weather 
was  extremely  unfavorable  a  large  delegation  and  eight  Department 
officers  were  present  to  enjoy  their  gracious  hospitality. 

Shelby  Unit,  Mrs.  Tom  Gold,  President,  has  been  especially  mind¬ 
ful  of  their  boys  at  Oteen.  Thirty-five  visits  have  been  made  and 
various  kinds  of  delicacies  and  treats  have  been  carried  each  time. 
Three  families  of  ex-service  men  have  been  entirely  dependent  on 
the  Unit  for  three  months.  This  Unit  has  co-operated  with  the  Social 
Welfare  Center  and  the  churches  in  helping  the  unemployed.  Shelby 
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Unit  tied  with  the  Gastonia  Unit  in  attendance  at  the  District  meet¬ 
ing  and  received  $2.50  or  half  of  the  award  offered. 

Charlotte  Unit,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew,  President.  “Whatsoever  thy 
hand  findeth  to  do,  do  with  all  thy  might”  might  well  have  been  the 
Motto  of  Hornets’  Nest  Umt  No.  9  this  past  year.  Child  Welfare, 
Rehabilitation  and  Hospital  work  have  been  stressed  during  a  year 
of  well  rounded  activity.  Several  families  of  four  or  five  children 
each  have  been  supplied  with  food,  clothing,  bed  linen,  medicine  and 
other  necessities.  Veterans  have  been  placed  in  hospitals  and  others 
have  been  given  medicine,  hospital  treatment,  eye  glasses,  food, 
clothing  and  transportation  to  their  homes.  The  veterans  in  Ward 
R-2  at  Oteen  have  been  remembered  each  month  and  with  special 
gifts  on  Hallowe’en,  Christmas,  Easter  and  Mother’s  Day.  Another 
gift  will  be  presented  at  the  time  of  the  Department  Convention. 

Participation  in  the  “Home  Coming”  celebration  of  National  Com¬ 
mander,  Henry  L.  Stevens,  a  special  luncheon  in  honor  of  the  Gold 
Star  Mothers;  a  Washington  Bi-Centennial  program  ami  tea  have 
been  enjoyed  by  the  membership.  The  Legion  and  Auxiliary  maga¬ 
zines  have  been  placed  in  the  Public  Library  and  the  Library  at 
Queens-Chicora  College.  Another  bed  has  been  given  to  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Hospital  in  memory  of  the  World  War  Veterans  of  Mecklen¬ 
burg  County. 

A  fine  and  enthusiastic  Junior  Auxiliary  is  the  pride  of  the  Unit. 
The  children  have  had  regular  monthly  meetings  and  have  been 
very  much  interested  in  the  men  in  Ward  R-2  and  the  children  at  the 
Oteen  Clinic.  My  sincere  thanks  to  the  Juniors. 

Every  Unit  in  the  Sixteenth  District  have  paid  their  obligations  in 
full  and  sent  generous  sums  for  all  voluntary  funds.  It  has  been  a 
pleasure  and  privilege  to  serve  as  Sixteenth  District  Cbmmittee- 
woman  and  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  my  alternate  Com- 
mitteewoman,  Mrs.  Russell  Yount,  who  has  so  graciously  responded 
to  every  call,  to  the  Presidents  in  the  District,  who  have  so  willingly 
co-operated,  to  Mrs.  Perry,  our  beloved  Department  President  and 
Miss  Adams,  her  faithful  co-worker,  for  their  help  and  patience. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lois  B.  Andrew  (Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew), 

Sixteenth  District  Committeewoman. 
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REPORT  OF  SEVENTEENTH  DISTRICT,  1931-1932 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  serve  as  Committeewoman  for  the 
Seventeenth  District.  In  retrospecting,  it  is  always  with  a  sense  of 
sadness  for  the  things  left  undone,  but  it  is  also  with  a  sense  of  happi¬ 
ness  for  the  privilege  of  being  able  to  serve,  especially  as  we  of  the 
Auxiliary  serve  for  those  who  are  still  in  our  midst. 

The  Seventeenth  District  is  composed  of  four  units,  Boone,  Bakers- 
ville,  Lenoir  and  Morganton,  with  a  total  membership  of  122.  I  have 
tried  to  keep  in  constant  contact  with  the  units  in  my  district,  and- 
have  urged  growth  in  membership  at  all  times.  Many  calls,  telegrams 
and  letters  have  been  sent. 

I  have  been  unable  to  attend  any  Executive  Board  meetings  this  year 
for  various  reasons.  I  attended  the  Fifth  Area  Conference  held  in 
Asheville.  Most  of  the  units  in  my  District  were  represented  also. 

We  were  very  fortunate  to  have  our  Department  President,  Mrs. 
Hugh  W.  Perry,  with  us  at  our  District  Meeting  in  Lenoir.  She 
helped  us  so  much  with  her  splendid  talk  on  the  work  to  be  done  by 
the  Auxiliary.  She  presented  every  phase  of  the  work  in  a  most  in¬ 
spiring  way.  It  helped  each  of  us  to  set  our  goal  a  little  higher,  even 
if  we  did  not  quite  reach  it. 

Each  Unit  was  asked  to  send  a  report  of  its  outstanding  activities. 
I  am  pleased  to  report  co-operation  on  the  part  of  all  units  except  one. 
Bakersville  failed  to  report. 

The  Boone  Unit  reports  special  effort  in  work  among  the  ex-service 
men  and  their  families  in  the  county.  They  co-operated  in  providing 
gifts  for  the  boys  at  Oteen  and  conducted  a  successful  Poppy  Sale. 
Wreaths  and  flags  were  placed  on  the  graves  of  deceased  veterans, 
Memorial  Day  and  July  4th  respectively. 

The  Lenoir  Unit,  with  a  membership  of  52,  a  gain  of  four  over  last 
year,  won  a  National  Citation,  and  expects  to  win  a  State  Citation, 
having  met  all  requirements.  They  have  contributed  to  and  met  all 
obligations,  sending  $5.00  monthly  to  the  Central  Fund  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  November  and  December.  In  November  the  amount  was 
doubled,  and  in  December  $25.00  was  sent.  Net  proceeds  from  Poppy 
Sale  amounted  to  $78.00.  Outstanding  work  has  been  done  in  Re¬ 
habilitation  and  Child  Welfare.  A  banquet  was  given  for  the  War 
Mothers  with  a  fitting  program.  The  graves  of  ex-service  men  were 
decorated  on  Memorial  Day. 

The  Morganton  Unit  has  contributed  and  met  all  financial  obliga¬ 
tions,  including  monthly  donations  to  the  Central  Fund.  Outstanding 
work  has  been  done  in  Rehabilitation  and  local  Child  Welfare.  Chil¬ 
dren  of  two  ex-service  men  have  been  cared  for  and  kept  in  school  8 
months.  A  successful  Poppy  Sale  was  held  with  proceeds  amounting 
to  $101.00.  All  Gold  Star  mothers  in  the  community  have  been 


Department  of  North  Carolina 


197 


honored  with  a  membership.  Armistice  Day  was  observed  jointly 
with  the  Legion,  mimosa  trees  being  planted  on  the  highway. 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Perry, 
Department  President,  and  other  Department  officers  for  their  help. 
To  my  Unit  Presidents  I  also  offer  my  deepest  thanks  for  their 
co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mabel  Patton  (Mrs.  F.  C.  Patton) 
Seventeenth  District  Committeewoman. 

EIGHTEENTH  DISTRICT — No  Report. 

NINETEENTH  DISTRICT  REPORT 

We  have  three  Units  in  this  District  and  I  will  here  give  their 
reports  as  given  me. 

Fred  Williams  Auxiliary,  RIttherfordton,  N.  C. 

Our  boys  at  Oteen  have  been  remembered  almost  every  month  with 
a  gift.  Sweaters,  cigarettes,  stamps,  stationery,  flowers,  Wayside 
Magazines,  heating  pad,  and  money  ($4.00)  were  sent. 

Paid  all  State  and  National  dues  and  contributed  to  Nannie  Norfleet 
Educational  Loan  Fund,  Central  Fund,  National  and  State  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Fund. 

Child  Welfare — Sent  clothes,  books,  toys,  etc.,  to  Oteen  Clinic,  also 
$5.00. 

Sold  495  poppies,  decorated  all  soldiers’  graves  with  flowers  and 
flags. 

Remembered  Gold  Star  mothers  in  county  with  Christmas  cards  and 
invited  them  for  Mothers  Day  program.  They  were  shown  special 
courtesies  on  other  occasions. 

We  sent  magazines  to  jail  and  chain  gang. 

All  sick  members  remembered  with  flowers  or  cards. 

Fidac  program  given.  Post  cards  sent  for  scrap  book,  and  a  doll 
to  Portugal  for  costume  contest. 

Meetings  have  been  given  publicity  and  scrap  book  kept, 

Americanism  program  given  at  school  and  a  study  of  flag  code. 

National  Defense  program  given. 

Celebrated  Armistice  with  program,  parade,  and  dinner. 

Two  joint  meetings  with  Post. 

Remembered  deceased  veterans  with  wreaths. 

To  raise  money  for  treasury  a  gift  basket  was  passed  to  members 
of  unit.  Sold  dyed  Easter  eggs  and  held  pageant  with  Post. 

Sponsored  poppy  poster  contest  in  school. 

Total  gifts  to  Oteen  $36.00.  Central  Fund  $12.00. 
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Our  District  meeting  was  held  at  Rutherfordton  in  February.  Mrs. 
Perry  was  present  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Geo.  Iseley.  This  was  joint 
meeting  and  the  interesting  talks  by  our  visitors  were  beneficial. 

We  have  58  members,  an-  increase  of  four  over  last  year. 

Hendersonville  Unit 

All  obligations  are  paid  and  most  voluntary  ones  subscribed  to. 

Poppy  Day  was  a  success.  We  realized  $86.81  from  sales. 

The  Auxiliary  helped  the  Post  wTith  Armistice  celebration. and  served 
dinner. 

Memorial  Day  was  observed  with  decoration  of  graves  and  services 
in  cemetery. 

We  have  paid  monthly  and  bi-monthly  visits  to  Oteen*  and  cared  for 
the  wants  of  from  4  to  6  boys,  visiting  and  carrying  flowers  to  many 
more. 

Mrs.  Perry,  together  with  Mrs.  Iseley,  visited  our  Unit  in  February 
and  the  visit  was  enjoyed  by  the  members. 

Local  calls  for  help  have  been  large  and  well  cared  for. 

We  have  51  members  as  compared  to  57  last  year. 

American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  the  Willis  Towery  Post  Unit  No.  74, 

Forest  City,  N.  C. 

We  have  been*  very  active  during  the  past  year.  We  have  paid  for 
food,  medicine,  hotel  bill,  bus  fare,  and  numerous  other  calls  for  ex¬ 
soldiers  and  their  families ;  Gold  Star  Mother,  75c. 

Easter,  Thanksgiving,  and  Christmas  boxes  were  sent  to  our  boys 
at  Oteen.  These  boys  are  remembered  all  through  the  year  with  gifts. 

We  help  the  Post  and  work  with  them  on  different  occasions. 

One  banquet  served  and  a  nice  sum  realized. 

We  have  many  local  calls  and  expect  the  number  to  be  increased 
the  coming  winter  and  in  order  to  care  for  those  in  need  of  food,  we 
with  other  organizations  are  going  to  can-  surplus  fruit  and  vege¬ 
tables  and  store  away  until  needed. 

Total  for  local  work  $75.25. 

We  are  planning  to  organize  a  Junior  Auxiliary  with  the  beginning 
of  the  new  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Edwards, 
Nineteenth  District  Committeewoman. 


TWENTIETH  DISTRICT — No  Report. 


